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ly, there ha ross the country th 
confusion as” ether or not the me! 
fome Defence Army were cver to be use! 
Government as reinforcements for th 
forces. On the one hand there hav 
» like Hon P, J. A. Cardin, who hav 
a since 1942 that the Government wa 
20 ultimate overseas force in its arm! 
On the other hand, there have been 
Col. J. L. Ralston, who have suspected 
°vernment had no intention of using 
=, no matter what need for overseas 
ments might arise. Such doubts, con- 
they are, have deepened the general 
* and the question of the extent to 
draftees are to be sent overseas still 
| aan 
| Defeng, ae plain when the nature of the Home 
R Tiea. 1s examined that the difficulties of 
"adopted ee are inseparable from the policy 
ZO. Bay the Government more than two years 
methodi Mr. pursues a characteristic 
the $ w attempting to transfer the blame 
Pat ng, of his opponents. The fact is 
i plains gy "conspiracy of his opponents ex- 
Pánd ine. „isis. It is from the ultimate 


Prec It is quite true, as Mr, King 
MAuGtAeve of unrest shall one day 
- But it is Mr, King 


2, who shall stand exposed | 
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THE OTTAWA LETTER 
Mr. King Got in the Stream and 


Made His Stand in the Middle 


By G. C. WHITTAKER 


wrat is of first and most import- 
ance—the thing apart—is, of 
course, that the armies overseas are 
to be adequately reinforced, That is 
what had to be done regardless of 
anything else. It is what the coun 
try was anxious about and insistent 
upon, M its anxiety It wanted cos 
tainty, unqualified assurance that {t 
Would be done, The former Mintster 
of National Defence having stated 
that the only Way in which there 
could be certainty about it was 
through the use of the drafted and 
trained men of the home defence 
army, the country insisted on this, It 
refused to accept as not being Rood 
enough, the belief and the hope of 
the Prime Minister and the new Min- 
ister of Defence that it could be done 
without this, 
_ The refusal was so emphatic, the 
insistence on certainty so forceful, 
that the Government could not with- 
stand them. It had to bend or break. 
W ith Parliament present as the 
epitome of the people to press their 
insistence immediately, the Prime 
Minister chose that the Government 
should bend. He determined that he 
must forego the belief and the hope 
of himself and General McNaugh- 
ton that something short of the use 
of the home defence troops would suf- 
fice and give the people the certainty 
they insisted upon having. He has 
given it. 


Reinforcements Settled 


Adequate reinforcements are to be 
sent overseas. Assurance that they 
will be adequate is supplied to the 
people in the action taken for the use 
of the home defence army. That sac- 
red issue, between the people and the 
Government,—which was not a pol- 
itical_issue—has been settled. Settled’ 
in the “way \the people insisted át 


should be. / 
If we were the printer setting this 
i =y employ-the=deyice 


commonly used in society columns to 
distinguish announcements) from the 
court circulars pertaining to the 
movements of royalty or vice-yoyalty 
from intelligence notes on thé doings 
of ordinary persons, We would sep- 
arate the foregoing from what fol- 
lows by at least a three-em dagh, For, 
having made due note of the event 
which claimed undisputed precedence 
in our consideration, we are’ proceed- 
ing to examine and report,upon other 
facets of the matter, and’ while these 


itical entity like Canada, not without 


important significance, it would be “his choice. But as one of them we 


vulgar and indecent to let them ap- 
pear to be confused in ny degree 
with the supreme concenn of the na- 
tion. 

It seems to us 
best serve the interes 


that perhaps we can 
ts ‘ofthe reader 


£ 


&pscriminatory over Are highly interesting and, in a pol-- were watching him failed to even in- 


by throwing some Ught upon and 
bringing Inte. tholr proper retation- 
ship phases of the matter which may 
be somewhat obscure to those who 
Were not present. Interesting and 
provocative aspects of It developed or 
woro revealed In a plecemeal way, 
in some cases only by Implication, 
amidst a confusion of subsidlary con: 
siderations, Which must have made 
thelr underlying significance difficult 
of recognition, 


The Issues 


In our assessment, the most Inter- 
esting questions are these: How 
did Mr, King come to take the step 
which It seemed so diffleult fore him 
to take, which he was obviously de- 
termined until so recently not to 
take? What was the cause and what 
was the significance of the apparent 
confusion as to the effect of that step 
in General McNaughton’s statements 
to the House of Commons? How is 
this step to be reconciled with the 
dismissal of Colonel Ralston who ad- 
vocated it and his replacement by 
General McNaughton who opposed it? 
What did 'Mr. King expect to gain 
and what did he gain or does he stand 
to gain by méeting Parliament? What 
is the immediate effect on the polit- 
ical situation? What the probable ef- 
fect or the’ effect the Prime Minister 
seeks on the situation at election 
time? 

We,are giving what appear to us, 
at this stage and from the view we 
have had of the situation, to be the 
answers. We are writing in advance 
ofthe debate in the House and they 
are subject accordingly to modifica- 
tién. We give them in the order into 
which they fall most easily, and to 
some extent they may merge. 

Having watched Mr. King perform 


for a quarter of a century, often be-_, 


fore an unsympathetic audience, most | 
people probably expected he would‘ 


prove equal to the strain of extracting— ,* 


one more rabbit from the hat, empty , 
though it appeared to be. It is to be 
assumed that the Prime Minister him- 
self shared the expectation. Nemesis | 
might, as his enemies believed, be ) 
close on his heels, but it was not on ' 
the cards that he would pause, as they 
hoped, to let her overtake him. t 
It does not appear, however, that | 
at the time he had Parliament sum- 
moned he had identified the particu- 
lar rabbit he would lay hold on. Cer- | 
tainly the corps of “observers” who 


clude the right one in the range of 
submit extenuation. > 


When Caesar, to switch the meta- 
phor, reaches the Rubicon you have 


anticipate that instead hi 

to the centre of the recta at 

tempt to stand there? And that is wha 

oe hai? has done. This bit of strat 
e one rabbit 

ed of being in the hat eroavaa at 

He may be a little closer now to the 
farther shore than he perhaps 
thought It would be Necessary to go, 
when he stepped into the water with | 
his historic order-In-council, but hel 
had made allowance for the difficul. | 
lles of the river bottom, There Is con- | 
scription, as elght provinces wanted, 
and there Is the maintenance of the 
voluntary system, as the ninth 
wanted. 

You are expected to sce a little 
more of one than of the other accord- 
Ing to the point of view which con- 
forms the more to what you want to 
sec, Just now It may appear to those 
of the elght provinces that there is 
a little more conscription than non- 
conscription, which Js what Mr, King 
would desire Jn the present. circum 
stances. A little later and” ura 
changed circumstances, for so has jt 


been arranged, the non-conscript 
element may become the more ae | 


Displeases Most the Least | 


This course will not, of course, 
wholly please either the eight prov; 
inces or the ninth. Looking on, we 
think he shrewdly selected it as the 
one course that would displease 
either the least. He chose it, natur- 
ally, as the one course that seemed 
to come closest to serving his necessi- 
ties, but we think you will see him 
making a pretty fair job of identify: 
ing his necessities with those of the 
nation. They are: the necessity of} 
provision of maintaining a vigorous 
war effort, including adequate rein- 
forcements for the armies, the neces- 
sity of preserving national unity as 
far as possible, the necessity of pre- 
serving the life of his administration. 
You will, we think, see him merge 
them into one necessity. You wil) 
see him propound a proposition 
pretty difficult to dispute: that with- 
out national unity there could not be 
a fully vigorous war effort, and that 
without his administration therc 


Ni 

~ 74, not be even such nationis | 

n" Ow have. ei 
æ Prime Minister has been a.¢ 

«e House to give his own meani® 
jo. the word “necessary” as used y 
his 1942 commitment, “conseript/ jl 
if necessary”. The question will {į $ 
have embarrassed him. The mea: 
he will give will not be the narr | 
meaning apparently attached té it/}) 
those who have submitted the ny \ 
tion, but it is not likely to be AA! 
ceptable to reasonable minds. If y 
be, we anticipate, the sum of the & 
cessities we have mentioned, a 

If it is admitted that the maint 
ance of the war effort necessarily 
tails maintenance of national ur 
at least to the degree now obtain | 
it will not be easy to deny, in the(ex 
isting political situation, that the lat 
ter in turn entails maintenance oí 
Mr. King in the office of Prime Mini 


every right to expect he will make 
his stand.on the one side of it or 
cross to the other. How are you to 


eR Ga ER Lal SS ES Se ee. 


s of his own policy that the | 
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ister. Mr. King was counting on th¢ 
people seeing what he saw when 
looking about him in the Common; 
last week, he gave a hint of the rea’ 
soning with which he would defend 
the course he has taken. 


Pressure by House? 


It took General McNaughton ult 

a long-time, in his appearance bero 

the House, to get around to making it 

clear that the effect ofthe order-in, 

council would be to senda eas 

he ful 16,000 of the home-defenoe 
rattees to which it is presently’ 

_ stricted. In the end, in CEOS N 

Jast doubt, he attributed the: conflir 

_ with his early statements to his lag 

of experience in the House. The oj 

_ looker might be excused for 

otherwise. 


ER 


Prong 


are 


the 
nts on the m 
to be quite 


kie bur Colonel Ral. — 
ccasion to compli- 
ment him on his command of his ui 
accustomed situation. The statements 
Were graduated from an original as- 
sertion that none of the home defence 
draftees might be subjected to com- 
pulsion under the orderin-council, 
through an expression of hope that 
it would not be necessary to subject 


ene to it, up to the assur- 
at it would have its 
el or thers, ve its impact on 

Tt looked to us as if the variations 
were graduated to their reception by | 
the House, that it was only after it 
had become apparent that his early 
interpretations of the meaning of the 
order would not lead to its acceptance 

y those who wanted to be assured be- 
yond further question that the arm- 
ies were to have all needed reinforce 
ments that the final and full assur 


| ance was given. 


If it was as it appeared, then Mr. 
King’s closer approach to the far side 
of the stream than he intended to 


l make was under the pressure of the 


forces behind him. But don’t count 
on his staying there. The nice thing 
avout his plan is that it may work out 
better for his purposes (which he 
identifies with the nation’s purposes) 
as it goes along. The 16,000 draftees 
who are now compelled to go over 
seas may, under this conipulsion, “vol- 
unteer” to go, They have the priv- 
ilegeof doing that right up to the 
time they reach shipside. ; 
Colonel Ralston suggested that this 
wasa bit ridiculous, but other mem- 
bers suggested that the privilege 
ht even be extended to such time 
they become casualties in _battle. 
any case, should they all volun- 
* we will be in the happy posl- 
icularly happy _for Mr. 
ing—of having conscription when 
we needed it and wanted it and of not 
having it or even having had it once 
the need is no more. You can imar 
ine what use Mr. King will be able to 


make of that! 


Mr. King’s Strategy 


We sugg ed 5 all 
iggest last week that in call- 
ing parliament Mr. King was per haps 


counting on its helping him out of his 


difficulty. It early became apparent - 


it to that end. 
e taken the 
d that he 


that it did not get the support 
of the Opposition- Up to the um 
tion has been 
ducting itself very well in the House, 
but Mr. King, taking n 

its failure to commit A on ia ad 
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the time it became apparent to him 
that this support was not forthcoming 
—partly because the Opposition did 
not come to his aid—it was too late to 
employ Colonel Ralston in the carry- 
ing out of his own recommendation. 
We have to make allowance for 
how the debate and the vote will go 
in the Commons this week, but we do 
not think it need be a very big allow- 
ance. At the moment at any rate, the 
effect of Mr. King’s course on the 
immediate political situation is going 


to be that of leaving him in command } 


of it. And if his plan works out as he 


hopes it will, it may have the effect | 


at election time of switching the issue 
from the dead horse of conscription 


_ to the more useful one of postwar pol- 


icy and programs. He will also be 
able to claim all the credit that can 


4 
go to anybody for putting up a fight 
for national unity. 

He hasn’t, altogether, done so, badly 
in a difficult situation. 
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“artoonists See the C 
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yp intensity of feollng aroused by the Conseription issue 

When at Jong last It came Into the parliamentary arena 
has been reflected In an Unusttal vigor on the part of the 
Canadian cartoonists, That this vigor was ulmont wholly 
confined to the newspapers Opposed to the Government's long- 
continued polley of refralning from ovorsong consorlpllon is 
not surprising; it ts diffleutt to cartoon effectively In suppart 
of a purely negative Polley, and anyhow the supportors of the 
Government had lo be prepared for it to mako some con 
cessions and had no idea what they would be, ‘The Winnipeg 
Free Press is almost the only large-olty dally which has given 
the Government fairly consistent Bupport, and Ita cartoonist 
has avoided this subject, The cartoons horo reproduced, from 
Newspapers in Hallfax, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and 
Vancouver, appeared during the Interval between the Ralston- 
McNaughton switeh and the announcement of the new volun- 
teers:plus-conseripts policy, They are all strongly Indicative 
of the popular feeling In the eight provinces that the Cana- 
dian forces now in the ficld must be adequately reinforced 


and that N.R.M.A. personnel must be ordered overseas for 
that purpose, 
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25,704 in August, September 
_ and October, Released 
Figures Show 


—_—, 


ARMY CASUALTIES GIVEN | 


1,760 Listed Dead in Ooto. 


ber, 2,069 in September 
and 2,359 in August 


Fighting 


Ottawa, December 1.—<P—De- 
fence headquarters announced to- 
day the Canadian Army suffered 
7.92] casualties in October compar 
ed with 9.3888 in August and 8445 
in September—the highest monthly 
totsls of the war. 

; _ Total Army casualties for the war! 
period to Òctober S1 are 58949 | 

made up of 15976 dead, 36412, 

wounded and 6555 missing, pris- | 

oner and interned. 

This brought the war total for 
ade’s three armed forces to 


oY 


prisoner and interned. 
October figures for the Navy and 


Air Force sre not yet available. 
October figures for the Navy and 
Air Force are not yet available 
Casualties for all categories were 
Tower in October compared with 
August and were lower for dead 


gember. But i prisoner 
and intemed figure was higher in 
October compared with September. 

In October there were 1,760 dead, 
BO] missing, powsaner and interned, 
and 5,570 unded. 


this Gen, Crerar’ 

ed the successful month- 

mg batie to clear the Scheldt es- 

. Toat ign in southwest- 
oland en November 9. 
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i ‘Tiger’ Walsh Clalins | during a tour of the on 
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Js Degonerating 
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strength since wont Into 


action in Sicily, 
torview wilh a 


on 28 days W 
and a draft ol 
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anti-arreratt unit. 


1 Mail re- 


he soid, 
f replacements 


fully-trained 


other highly s Q n 
“while artillery 


men,” he added, 
and wounded compared with Sep- | 


country aro lows difficult than most | 
Occidentala believe," Dr. Chang 
1——MaJ, ontd, adding that tn ghonsl provita 
the northern half of the stole Is 
ny | nolf-novornod "the people thero 
ory | having wel up thelr own povern- 
roe | ment nnd clrculating thelr own 
yndition devel- | eurrency, and acting ns entity with- 
\ of tintratned | in thelr own boundary. i 
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In- E 
t eaen THE TWO KINGS AT WORK. 
was ' ” z ; Min- 
i-tank unit from an Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, PE der 
ister, and Hon. Dr. J. H. King, Government : 
What in the Senate, have often found it politically wise 
arae ned to conjure up bogeys when they find themselves 
Canada's infantry— hard pressed. N 
or „shock forces From long experience, they have found their ‘t 
un- best work is less in the efficient creation oi pon £ 
iali rete vincing bogeys than in tossing them back and | 
y g 
Peela eea atulry forth between the House of Commons and the | 
d from lack of lrained Senate, and seeking to get them accepted by re- | 
i i iti iations on a central theme. They have | — 
“Ther Il the diff in th petitive varia h 5h 
There ds Sut a aT Tem. been trying out the same old system again at the $S 
ments and trained reinforce- current session of Parliament on reinforcements | — 
he said. “We smash up anti- k 
and the overseas use of draftees. S 


ts to try to fill infantry 
d we are moving in Haly 
for RT R E AN an early this week during his forced retreat on the 

“The boys will be crying for anti- draftee issue. He professed to find a sinister 
tank regiments t 
being robbed to 
country which 
to the belief t 
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German Casualties High 


Stockholm, December 
Reuter) — From 
to September 1, 104 

man soldiers were 
battlefronts of Europe and 

eccording to the Berlin 
dent of the Swedish pap 
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Ninoho Parmers Bank and a pro- | — 
fonsor of poinolony, nl the Univers 


ally of Nanking, sate. ar? toda; 
rio Anri- 
io Internal | 


quitural College thal 
difficulties within Chinn nro lòsa 
serous than thoro of the province 
of Quebec in Canada, ` 
who differences of opinion In my 


The Prime Minister started the ball rolling 


a 


is conspiracy to force conscription and frustrate the 
demonstrably futile efforts to find sufficient rein- 


of himself and General McNaughton along these 
| lines he attributed to “opposition to anything of || 
the kind on fhe part of the interests that lie be- 
hind this organized effort to force conscription.” 
Later inthe same speech he referred to “ organ- | 
ized opposition to voluntary enlistment.” 
7 On Thursday Senator King faithfully whipped 
out the same barrage balloon and added a few || 
extra furbelows, perhaps to try and give the im- || 
pression that it was a fresh idea of his own, The 
honorable senator was a little more specific than 
his leader, The “organized effort” which. Senator 
King claimed to perceive had been directed, he 
said, at the draftees themselves. They had been 
schooled to resist voluntary enlistment i 
to force the Pri ini i eA] 
c rime Minister to bring down a 
order-in-council,” he asserted. 7 i 
z > < “ 
themselves i i 
of the past few he nee cee eer j 
appear intrinsically ridi PE of both Kings 
ihe oe iculous. But in the impli- | 
what they say and i i Pp. 
supporting detail, they are Sete pmusston: lof 
warrant a full explanation He sate Serious tal 
their colleagues in Parliame 4 eer es 0 
The Prime. Mint nt, and to the public. | 
Minister and hi Spi c 
skolius s$ senatorial 

y exactly what thi jae ae 

to whom or to what ey are talking about 
what meats this ieee they refer, and by 
pernetratea, entially large-scale plot was | 
x . | 
Pine King absolved the 
ra nae is other political 
4 alleged “schooling ” 
claimed that the «prao ng 
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FITS CONSCRIPTION 


~ Dec Sub-amendment to Motion 
i == 
f GRAY CRITICIZES KING 


Liberal Denounces ‘Half- 
| way’ Measures But Will 
Support Government 


By F. C. MEARS 

(Gazette Resident Correspondent) 
|} Ottawa, December 1.—Quebee 
are still squirming in their 
“ight position and seeking a way 
got. Another sub-amendment which 
would enable them to express 
Weir Opposition to conscription 
while voting confidence in the 
government was moved this after- 
by Joseph Jean (Mercier 

fie ) and parliamentary asist- 
q to Justice Minister Louis St. 
t At the same time he stat- 

ed be had tendered his resignation 

Ẹ es parliamentary assistant. Prime 
-Minster King said later it had been 


A similar sob-amendment, mov- 
ei yesterday by L. P, Picard (Bel- 

) and seconced by Walter 
Tucker of Saskatchewan, wes ruled 
on of onder. This Picard sub 


fe necessity of voting a straight 
or no on the government mò- 


stem of securing enlist- 
overseas service had 
=n haphazard, and that there had 
ten “lack of goodwill and com- 
tence” in the matter. 
Asother feature of today’s short 
Sing wes the speech of Ross Gray 
Lambton West) who while 
mouncine the government's half 
my mesures announced he would 
ecnfidence in the administra- 
giving the same reason as 
sated the other night by Col 
Ralston. 
k. Grey said he would-vote 
the Government beCause he 
cht it would help the prompt 


suse he had many times in the 
tacked the government for its 
F804 to adopt conscription and 

Sead opposed the taking of the 
Ten he turned his attention to 
fe opposition groups. He said that 


Derr have had 
and they would not have 
fe veteran problem “for this 
= that would have al- 
to bleed and die be- 


(ee A 
tending any expeditionary 
foree trom this or 
PROTESTS TWO ARMIES 


to Tèn I find this country is stil 
etit 


Sddled with two armies (vol- 
Ge žad conscript),” said Mr 
*“l must in justice to my con- 

ith, | pof Lambton West ano 
believe, their full support 

m S€iinst this half-way meas: 


iors e Sy TAD 
aye been critical 0: 
feuament, on the conscri 
are picely oe Clow 1 

a r, Gra 
No.3 fs not likel 
the government whe 
Jole is taken late ne> 


3upport. the oppositior 
frill get in the voting wil 


[EAN INFERS AS HE RESIGNS 


AS ST. LAURENT’S ASSISTANT 


= of the much needed in- - 


Liberal Senator 


S Montreal M.P. Moves New Que- Of Parliament, Not Dissolution 


Oltawa, December 1, — @ — AJ this Parlament, 
of the) ho has said nnything to preclude 


rediction that extension 
lite of Parliament was more \ikely 
than, S panton was made In the 

y by Senator Norman 
ee et Ontario), 

e life of Parliament expires 
April 16. Senator Lambert. said he 
Was expressing a personal view» 
oint, Senator F, lack (P.C, 
New Brunswick) yorce strong ob- 

a any prolongatio: 
lite of Parliament oe 

„The discussion on election pos- 
sibilities came in a debate on the 
government's policy on conscrip- 
tion and reinforcements. The de- 
bate is to be continued when the 
Senate resumes Monday — night, 
with Senator J, J. Bench (L, Ôn- 
A So enuled to speak, 

uring today’s debate Senator 
H. Haig (P.C. Manitoba) said Can- 
adians. should accept the proposi- 
tion that compulsion was Inevita- 
ble in wartime, Senator R, B, Hor 
ner (P.C, Saskatchewan) also fav- 
ored the principle of compulsory 
service. 

Senator Lambert said the pre- 
sent crisis had removed from the 
mind of the public any thought of 
an lection. 

“If public opinion as to the 
length of the war is correct I 
think Parliament is more likely to 
have its life extended than to be 
dissolved,” he said. 

“I trust that if necessary — in 
spite of all the Prime Minister 
has ssid to the contrary — he will 
not hesitate to prolong the life of | 


Ross Suggests Bracken 


Form a Government 


Ottawa, December 1. — @ — 
Lt.-Col. J. A. Ross (P.C., Souris) 
proposed in the House today that 
John Bracken be called in to 
form a government. He declared 
that under demecracy there must 
be an alternative to a govern- 
ment which had lost the confi- 
dence of the people and the al- 
ternative need not be a general 
election, ; 

Mr. Bracken was “well versed 
in the science of government” 
ard could obtain at least six 
elected Progressive Conservative 
members who would be stronger 
ministers than the average of the 
present ministers. He copld also 
obtain outstanding cillz out- 
side Parliament such as! Charles 
P. McTague, national ¢hairman 
of the party, He Borden, 
James Macdonnell and others, 


TATAN 


Sees Extension 


1 do not think 


{hat possibility,’ 

Senator it sald for 27 yie 
there had been n system of aduen: 
tion going on in somo parts 
Canndn that only the Conservallvo 
porty would impose conserlplion 
Mho’ present clreumstunees jad 
proven this was nol so, 

“When wo go to war wo have 
Rot to accept compulsory, sorvicoy 
and our people have pot to accopl 
that proposition,” ho sald, 

There was ground for some doubt 
as to whothor Canada had not pono 
too far in its war effort Th wae 
noyiluble that the supply of ros 
cruits would eventually be ex- 
hausted, 

Senator Horner sald ho had fav- 
ored the principle of conscription 
since 1916, Such a polley was the 
only fair means of meeting war ob- 
ligations, 

rimo Minister Mackenzle King 
and members of his party had con- 
sistently said that only the Pro- 
gressive Conservative party woul 
introduce conscription, Now an ef- 
fort was being made to blame by 
inference the Progressive Conser- 
vative party for the necessity of 
introducing compulsion at this stage 
of the war. 
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The Army Will Be Reinforced 


The address delivered in parliament last 


week by Col, J, L. Ralston has been praised 
As a 


matter of fact, it constituted an answer to 
their pretension that there is still no “real 
conscription” in Canada. Col. Ralston said: 
“My immediate objective was to get the 
additional 15,000 men from the N.R.M.A. 
trained infantry. Today, if the declarations 
of the prime minister and the minister of 
national defence mean what I understand 
them to mean, the sending of 16,000 addi- 
' tional men from N.R.M.A. (draftees), as 
rapidly as they can be dispatched is assured, 
and the principle is laid down by order-in- 
council that N.R.M.A. men are to be avail- 
able for reinforcement purposes, and it is 
said by the minister that further numbers 
will be sent as required. I do not think the 
principle is laid down by the order-in-| 
council itself that they are all included in 
the order-in-council, but the principle has |, 
been established by the order-in-council that 
N.R.M.A, men are available, and the min- 
ister has said that further numbers will be 


in many Conservative newspapers. 


sent as required,” 


As a matter of fact, the order-in-council 
Mself says, after dealing with the dispatch of 
the first 16,000, that “further, all personnel 
so dispatched or who at any time may be 


dispatched, are hereby placed on acti 

vice beyond Canada for the dete 
Canada,” 
point. 


ce of 
Col. Ralston ralsed a further 
He snid: “I am assuming, unless the 
prime minister states otherwise,’ that jt the 
government motion carries, the future or- 
ders-in-council specifying additional num- 
bers of men will be passed and put into ef- 
fect without any reference back again to this 


iia house for a vote of oonfide orjother ap- 
en ne mer Pos 


Mr. MACKENZIE KING: “That is cor- 


rect.” 
Mr, RALSTON: “I take that to be clear 


from the minister’s statements to the House.” 
The Canadian infantry overseas is assur- 
ed of reinforcements, That is what aa 
sought, and that is what has been assured, 
The attempt to give an opposite impression 
is purely political. 
et 
That So-Sudden Sympathy 
It’s nothing short of ‘marvellous how 
sympathetic some Conservatives have sud- 
denly become toward the draftees. “These 
poor young men,” they say—or say in effect | 
—“not one of them knows whether he'll be 
among?the 16,000 now to be sent overseas 
or not. And if he-is, then he's treated un- 
fairly because others aren't. It’s an outrago.” 
' Itis a sudden conversion. Right up until 
the passing of the order-in-council, the 
people who are now expressing this sym- 
pathy were calling the draftees “zombies.” 
On the front page of the official Conserva- 
tive publication Public Opinion, issued from 
party headquarters at Ottawa, appeared a 
sneer-smear item declaring the suilability of 


the name. 


But now something has to be done to cona. 


ciliate these men and their families. Sd 
Conservative ‘eyes are suddenly filled bial 
tears on their behalf. What a curious ing 


politics is. 

As a matter of fact there are 16,000 
draftees fully trained or almost fully trained 
as infantry combat troops. It is these trained 


H 


4 


| 


{ 


| 
| 


i 
i 


|M. J. Coldwell Again National 


| ends. Appeals 


Sadiy. 


Party Would Have Distinc- 
tions Between Draftees, 
Volunteers Removed 


— 


ELECTS OFFICERS 


— 


Leader; Frank Scott Re- 
elected National 
Chairman 


«a \ Vy 

The CCF. Party last night end- 
ed its eighth national convention 
after three days of deliberations in 
closed and open sessions resulting 
in the approval of a 19-point fed- 


Seth 


eral election program to be sud-| 


mitted to the Canadian people 

a resolution demanding “the ant 
mobilization of sll our resources, 
material and financial as well as 
human.” 

Reelection by acclamation of M. 
J. Coldwell, member of Parliament 
for Rosetown-Biggar, as national 
leager followed a closed meeting 
during which his stand and that 
of other CCF. house members on 


i tħe Graft issue came under review. 


Dr. Frank Scott, professor at Mc 
Gil University, was slso re-elected 
by acclamation national chairman. 
Elected as national vice chairmen 
was Angus Macnnis, M.P. for Van- 
couver Fast for the third time, to- 


ther with—for the first time in 
CF. historr—Francois LaRoche, 


a French-Cansdian member of the 
hers of the national 


Steeves. MLA, Bri 
A. M Nicholscn. 
David Lewis, Otmwa, 

X Mortreal; 


Cancra, 
treasurer, while 
reelected as na- 


A. M. Nicholson, 
Sask. ss nations! 
David Lewis wes 
tional secretary. 

Vote on the 


the 250 delegates representing the 


provinces of 
an Bt onton whicn 
was said to have been adopted “al- 
This pal Se CEE 
demands the Sones removal 


mne 


material, and financial as well as 
human. Only such a poli 
our armed forces adequa P 
ensure the reestablishment 0 
members of the services 
antee the maintenance o: 

oyment” 
ee official statement isso id 

d of the closed ses a 

TEKE “marked by 


e 


order-in-counci c 
scription operative was 


the AAT ejon speakers condemned 

the practices 9f the Diperal an 
i je! 

Conservative parties EG Pee 


of Qu 
used the people ore made by French 


i from 
eakers to consider the issue 
the point of view of Canada ae 
Canadians rather than Ziom an 
sectional viewpoint, and t er ze: 
marks were greeted a loud ap 
ause by the delegates. 
Pee of the time element, the 
convention was able to deal only 
with very few of the considera È 
number of resolutions introduce, a 
ihe convention by delegates 1 
the various provinces, 
One which was 
animously and & 
stressed that surp 
ves were 
ngs” and urged that they 
“a CEE cooperal ve. 
o; oe : 
penap ipe resolution which pies 
pamaen, with some oPFGovernment 
that “the Cana oveiity of 
should investigate the po: Page 
i the idea of an inie: 
pompae ament representativ e Z 
all peoples and wor 
esta lishments of a V 


adopted un: 
support 


ence tt ae 


ICANADA MEETS A CRISIS 


IPTION ISSUE 


Roots of Trouble 


ON CONSCR 


Go Back to Army 


Errors, Politics and Personalities 


ee 


By D, J, PHILIP 


Boecial to 

OTTAWA, Dee. 2—-There are 
deep and complicated factors of 
principle, politics and personality 
and of military miscalculation in 
the crisis that\has so greatly dis- 
turded Canada during the past 
weeks and done harm to her repu- 
tation abroad, 

In actual dimension, the probleni 
that had to be faced was small, 
Some 16,000 trained infantrymen 
[were needed to bring the reserves 
of the Canadian forces in Italy and 
the Netherlands up to security 
level. The number seemed insig 
nificant when compared with the 
figures of $90,000 volunteers in the 
army overseas, 188,000 in the air 
force and $5,000 in the navy, a total 
of 663,000 fighting men out of a 
male population of four and a 
quarter million; over 14 years of 
age. But the number, however 
small, has proved something like 
the proverbial straw. 

It may have been, as some say, 
that €anada attempted too much. 
In these five years since she went 
to war voluntarily she has 
stretched her manpower and wo- 
manpower to the utmost to keep 
the farms in production, to build 
war industries, to train her own 
and other Commonwealth airmen, 
to launch and man a navy, to cre- 
ate and supply a Canadian Army 
and to pay for it all by taxation 
and internal loans, for Canada has 
accepted no aid or lend-lease from 
any other country, 

But in these past weeks the 


and guar- į 
full em- | 


splendid reputation that had been 
built up has come near being 
wrecked because, as Prime Min- 
ister W. L. Mackenzie King said, 
“Conscription has been made the 
symbol of total effort regardless 
of everything else that has been 
done to help win the war.” 


Military Miscalculation 
In any fair estimate of the situa- 
: tion the miscalculation of the mili- 
_ tary with regard to infantry must 


: be placed first, for it was that 
| which brought on the whole crisis, 


Although the General Staff knew 
exactly how many men it had and 
how many it would have at its dis- 
posal under the voluntary enlist- 
ment system, and had had five 


One, ee se 


qnr New Your Tings, 


years in which to organizo tho 
army, It found tlaelf short of Ins 
tantry when D-day appronohod, 

Tt eame as n Bhocle to him, for- 
mor Defonso Mintator J, L, Ralaton 
told Parllambnt on Wodnesday ovo- 
ning, to diaoovor, when ho vialted 
the battlo areas In \Ootobor, how 
low theso roserven woro, Colonol 
Ralston returned homo and ro- 
ported to tho Cabinet that tho only 
sourco from which trained men 
could be drawn was tho homo do- 
fenso force of drafted mon who 
had not volunteored for overseas 
sorvice, 

From that point, principle, pol- 


ities and personalities all crowded 
into the debate, making it the most 
passiqnate that has wrung the 
country for many years. 


Principle at Stake 

The principle involved was 
whether the State has the right to 
send its citizens abroad to fight. 
That is an issue which has always 
been disputed in English-speaking 
countries. Even Britain’s most 
“imperialistic” wars were always 
fought with volunteers. Here the 
issue was further complicated by 
the fact that over half the popula- 
tion is of non-British origin. Can- 
ada is their country and more than 
any, the Viberal party, under the 
leadership of Mr. King, has built 
up in the popular mind the concep- 
tion of Canada’s free association 
in the British Commonwealth as 
giving her an independent right to 
her own foreign policy, her own de- 
cisions and her own responsi- 
bilities. 

Ever since the last World War it 
has been accepted by all parties, 
without more than occasional pro- 
test, that conscriptioh for service 


v3 


ered into small political groups 
that are seeking to push the argu- 
ment further toward Canada’s com- 
plete independence. But in the 
mass the French-Canadians have 
remained attached to their “rea- 
soned loyalty” to the British crown 
and institutions and Quebec has 
taken pride in what it has done in 
this war on a voluntary basis. 

The demand for conscription, 
when it has arisen in this war, has 
always come from Canadians to 
whom Britain is still the old coun- 
try. In their anxiety for her safety 
and admiration for her fight, they 
have passionately wanted 


be done to help, 
Premler’s Personality 


in any war that was not for imme- 
diate defense of Canada would 
never be again applied, 

Although this conception of Ca- 
nadianism is general, it has been 
naturally enough, it has developed 
most strongly among the organized 
community of French-speaking 
Canada, with its defensive minor- 
ity outlook and opposition to any- 
thing that might savor of im- 


Perialism. 
In extreme cases it has flow- 


called a ‘‘traitor’ 


overseas conscription and de 


nounced by his opponents because || 


he did not do it sooner. 


Two of his former Ministers have 
left him, one (Colonel Ralston) 


because he was slow to apply con 


\ 


main Yukon Territory 


ministered by a fe 
with the a 


eater measure of selt-govern- 
now ad- 
deral controller 
id of an advisory coun- 


Sita waged In another fesluton| [international matter is British 
supplementary to points arenas National Secretary David Lewis 
covered in he Serene a n as ee should pte apr 
Parlier in is ommonwea u! e C.C.F. 
zave APPrO Vaici nad not come up| | the “last” vestiges of U British 
maniler e during the two previous Empire” £ ` 
days of the convention. |! A plea that provincial CCF 
During discussion of a section| | groups promote youth movements 
dealing with national unity, Quebec) within their party was made by 
Provincial Secretary Omer Cher William Greengrass, past national 
Erma suggenga Wal ihg convention | president of ine Coaperatiye, Com, 
express Í monwea vement in a 
of the ties JANE ih et Nevions report to the convention, He urged 
British om and sald that “the| that constituency organizations ar- 
j Mr, P Jisunity existing al pres- range for the ep of youne 
source Canada lies rather with the people, encourage young speakers 
ent in Ç attitude in the inter- and pve them an opportunity to 
P y cantey e feld than with economic] take the platform. 
national ‘ith one group thinking He reported that four sections of 
factors” Wot England and forget- |. the CCYM had or would soon have 
tee muc a'an another roup Beg proyincial organizers and i 
ing $ “ a's attitude onj  outlin e activities of provin- 
i thinking that Canad ' 1 cial groups in the movement across ' 


a Canada, 


“STORMY WEATHER" 


this 
Canada of their adoption to prove 
a worthy partner and have driven 
hard to do everything that could 


The third element in the situa-|' 
tion has been the personality of|, 
Prime Minister King. Those who, j| 
in other countries, have learned | 
to admire him for his sagacity and 
his smile would be surprised to 
find how intensely he is disliked 
in some sections of his own coun- 
try. During all this controversy || 
he has had to sit and hear himself |, 
by Quebecers 
because he finally consented to|) 


A / 


scription and the othe ( 
Power, former Air Mi st 
cause he did apply it. 


To any impartial 
would seem a reasonal 
but the emotions stirre 
alarm that was felt wi 
shortage of infan re 
ments was first repo: 
conflict of racial and 
tachnients that has been 
in the debate, have end 
ing all that he has d 
Cxnada’s contribution | 
great and so united. 
¢onscription has become 
bol of total effort and 
forgotten, 


i (The followi tran: - 
Lacombe, M.P. for Pralik ts M lation of the remarks made b Ltguort 
House of Commons, is not vente lountains, in the current debate in ihe r 
and sole member of the Cannara ced because Mr, Lacombe, the foundor |p 
of opinion, because he doesn't, n Party, speaks for any particular body } 
( 
t 
\ 
t 
! 
i 


expression of opinion by a Aree i Published simply as an Interesting 
the most terrible wat the wong ber 2 eint after five years of 
My remarks will be brief, y do h 
not need to speak at any length to 
times in and out ot the handed 
ut o 

foresaw long ago tho va nns 1] period ave bound to bring about tho 
are now taking place and Thave tae NOEM of Canada. 
uently warned the gover > { last, be oj: 
the people. During the AAK camouflaged the acts the aver: 
1997 and 1938, I consistently oppased | MEME Who have willingly declared 
the increase in military estimates | Va" Must Inevitably bo Ted to con- 
maintaining an unyielding op on scription, Let then) stoulder thelr 
tion to any attempt to drag us Mo dreadful responsibilty m this male 
—— es have fought unre. {on Whteh Ney share with those 

y © repeal of section 64| YNO have refused to support the i pPounbto June 8,11718 


of the Militia Act, at the ver amendme r 
x y tim nt I moved aginst par | aeee aee ETETITOT. 
when an attempt was bein mado ticipation in the wan on epleniber nied and pupiisned by the GAZETTE, 


Panaon country, mistress of Ita own 
estinies, Whether we wish it or not, 
the deep ronctions of tho post-war 


to lead u ` Ez PTI a i 

Increase in military ‘ewtoate wns | hoe been amd a the nii emne aoe a TD i Ut Rh ee 
tenden tar the defence of Canada| Of conseription. 1f, in 1017, n simili | Milar 18; sore on hono Haren 2241, Private branch 
maar anada ciy. On September amung yaa a trym andoun imataka; oxciinye tonneclina all a 40. biuin, Stroe Fradi: 

N (l u v all s xpressions of the former) ' Central & 2-6107 f 
strength Canada’s participation ny Minister of Justice, it is doubly ota h thy ‘gyen, Polen none IIA sing 

Quobot Allan D, 0 
Mi , 


the war, and I even moved a Wrong today, Tho export 
3 xporionee of tho 
endment to that effect n am" | Tast war should have been on Warn o'i 
3 a . , tative, igin VO ber ye 
Alone the hon. member for Que- ing, fo the amendment, The Canadian Longor neta i Mina ol Monten, Advertise 
bec- ney (Mr, LaCroix) | People, after seeing the economle Hold Gardenn Londen A'Y ca yate till, London, 6GA. 
supported my efforts against par. | ttucture of thelr country threaten jng ttoprowept alive a 
ticipation which necessarily was to | ft besides shouldering too heavy a glo phono in og, 10 Wost Mih Streets Any Aaa | 
Sring Aout ar unjust and disloyal uam of taxes and loans must, by Now 30 iui ‘Advortising Representa . Telephone 
force since 1940 and, nage” pitt] ment, p g NUL of italn govorni Muray MN ee OIUPLION NATES. 
present disaster, » finally, the the deleted Wut dice seat a the n paa per year; $8.00 «lx months; 
As the result of Canada’ militory und o { Carrjor Dole W ‘ | j 
as U X as p my d financial imporlalism 4 or weok. reas in Canada 
ticipation in the war, the govem. | Wd down as a creeq by the very Mail Hubseriptions outside carrier delivery F 0 
ment has spent sixteen billion dole| People who claimed they were op- ' and U.S, 59.00 nail British Possossions abroad: gu.09 
lars; agriculture has lost over halt | POME it. Groat Britain and whi Europe, the Orient, etc.: $24.00 


toronto au 
bet 


a million workers, male and female;| Personally, 1 shall por yori 
ies ; SSUES all maintaln the ` i 
moun aT oe Up, while} attitude I have taker, resolved to per robam Audit Hureau ot Circulations. 
in fects and daughters are toiling] fight to the end against this un- An e 
in factories, and thousands of our| justifiable measure, The hero is one who kindles a great light in A 
pos men are being sacrificed on inais vorld, who sets up blazing torches in the dark aren 
aes fe ee are respon- Tanan wim] RANKS of life for men to see by. The ee 1s: Me Nhat 
S i t 9 re 
Those who failed to nus ne walks through the dark paths o. rate Adler. 
qmendment Petia participation in a light. 
* our x 
against mobilization, idee ie ne MONTREAL, MONDAY, DECEMBER 4. 
Protests are being he = 
conscription, not only ae Grapes HOUSE DEBATE SHOULD BE SPEEDED. 


= ss Eee ced tr oe, The lines of the issue and the divisions of 
Seription with as much strength as I k thought within Parliament on the questions of 
| in defence estimates, EA reinforcements, conscription for overseas service il 

=a » + 1 10n : g 
and mobilization. I cannot find and the Government's war polley Hāve by TOW 


| 
| words sufficiently scathing to con- lved with as much clarity as can prob- 
| demn this new reversal icy by been resolv a 
la government wun aye ca = ably be expected under the circumstances. Any 
| its term of office, imposes this evil i ‘more decisive, sharp-cut definition of the pe 
ane pan Danona meee. vom ciples at stake, and of the groupings of opinion 
pledges. Never has it thus sowed ä within the House, is unlikely, if not impossible, | 
doubt and) suspicion, A self-respect- of attainment under the limitations imposed by i 
reserd or ike cemle an wave any the confusions, evasions and emotions resulting | 
to all possible roundabout means to from the Government manoeuvres on the whole 
abuse the good faith of those under matter, 
their jurisdiction. In whom will our A 
S people repose mar trust if they lose There would thus seem to be no good purpose 
SFA confidence in the governament? : n i i 
One last word. Since Canada has served by prolonging the current special session 
started participating in the war, we of Parliament any longer than is necessary in 
have lost all our Brerceablves: We conformity with the standards and the privileges 
Maze Sete Gc dats lo e of democratic debate. Most if not all of the 
acts and errors of t > fov romeni _ private members of the Commons, and doubtless 
is now trailing for good in the wake also the members of the Senate, have indicated 
to the great sat - ; : F 
fen | Apes ipertioans of solonialion their anxiety to declare themselves. It is only 
Let us hope that we may forsake , reasonable and proper that they should be 
z this cheotic situation to unfurl at ` granted time to put themselves on record, to state 


i i inde- si A h $ 
last a Canadian flag in an their position and voting alignments, and explain 


e ° ° M d why. But that does not mean that the j 
š y enjoy the 
cAnti-conscription eeting right to indulge in wearisome verbosity or to | 
camble off on pointless tangents. 3 


Canada Break Empire Ties Leaders of the Government and of the other 


parties in the House, as well as the principal ex- 
(Gazette Statt Correspondent) ponents of individual viewpoints, have fully out- 
candidate in Levis last provincial lined their attitudes. They have made it almost a 
general election, J. E. Gregoire, foregone conclusion that various groups in the 


Emile ¢ ne Jii 
Jornet mayoz oe aoe ear ; Commons, whatever their differences on specific 
a iA as well as speaker; aspects of the issues involved, will combine in 
were the other speakers. Dr. Phil- the final showdown to carry the Government res- 


ippe Hamel was out of town. oliitic i e 
P oult, M ie The meeting was not a large one n calling for support of its war policy. 
“L.A. tor | considering the place and the issue. Those opposed to Conscription in any form or 


were voiced 
y night meeting, 


a is Only half the hall was filled when to any degree a 
stg held at the St the meeting commenced, and at the fae one ace ppear clearly outnumbered by 
F E a '|end it was only comfortably filled, A , ever dissatisfied some of them 


ast overseas con- 


was obvious—and may be with the extent of the limited conscrip- 


tion invoked, feel they must endorse what the 
Government has been forced to do so far, The 


lattor_group—annarently cannot bring themselves 
to sland for “all or nothing,” in the bellef*that | 
the half-loaf conceded is essential to meet the 
immediate need and might conceivably be held 
np by an adverse vole on the confidence resolu- 
ion, 
Private members can add little or nothing to 
what has previously transpired except, as we 
, have said, to record themselves a3 briefly as pos- 
sible on the issues. The great majority of the 
public, we feel sure, is anxious to have the debate _ 
wound up, the vole taken and the decks cleared 
i for action. There remains much to be done, 


something rare in the history of, 
meetings in this hall, The crowd 
was extremely well behaved, mani- 
festing only slightly with a few 
boos for some—Mackenzie King and 
Hon. Louis St. Laurent, mainly— 
-|and a ripple of applause for Hon. 
S G. Power, resigned Minister of 


Speakers spoke in most friendly 
owever, just prior | terms of English-speaking compat- 
Ki ependence, Mr. | riots in Canada. There were refer; 
! the province of}ences to the “noble English race, 

ack a revision of|and, said Mr. Chaloult, if the ma- 
sUtutlon so as to|jority of the English people of Can- 

and avoid parti-|ada did not see eye to eye with the 


ve wars or, fail- | French-Canadians In this matter of 
Constitution rup- | conscription it was because of the 
MP English language press. 
thai for pebac= There were, strong appeals 
%3 had told Mr,|against noisy demonstrations, 
he decided was} against anything so ridiculous as 
tho La- | Window smashing, as speakers put 
d Jt, but the people were exhort i 
d|to practise the virtue of firmness, n y AG i 
and not have an inferiority com: r ii 
plex. Quebec had been betrayed ; à p 
„ was a theme which Ñ k . j s 


croix struck, and : Roe Sees $ RET ' 


DEFEAT OF KING 


‘SAID UNLIKELY 


No Hection Until Alter War Is 


Seen Possibility Now 


By F. C. MEARS, 


went far enough 


tarbances 


‘il the war in Europe is ended? 


found expression in the 


\ “ever, to 


(Garette Resident Correspondent.) 

Ottawa, December 3—Canada has 
just had a federal general election, | 
and without the use of a marked 
ballot. The people have expressed 
their will, and their will has pre- 
vailed. Both the electors and those 
who haven't a vote demanded con- 
scription, their demand was pre-| 
sented to the Prime Minister by six 
of his colleagues, and the response 
to cause dis- 
in Quedec, in British 

Columbia and in this capital, so why 

have another general election un- 


This seems to be the view of many 
‘on Parliament Hill, most of them 
Liberals, and to 2 large extent, it 

Upper 

House on Friday from Senator Nor- 
oman Lambert, who ook care, how- 
say he was stating his own 

view. Those who take this 


position contend they are realistic. 


| ‘They argue 


that immediate dissolu- 


"tion was averted when the Prime 
$ “Minister heeged the public clamor, 


in company with his new 


De- 


Minister. reversed his military 


wer policy. 
Jg as also held 
t even 
man. 
be would not 
stitutional ri 


every five years 


his anti-conscription policy. 


evail. 


| that view 


But there are difficulties in the 


on. 
The willingness of the 


cee] by some 


ch an important lessu 
ter would want an un 
least, an overhelming 
the Canadian 
and that is not regarded 


as prob 
sable. : 


by these people 
if Prime Minister King 
times assured the people 
geny them their con- 
ight of chcosing a new 
nder the pres- 

could and would, un Sadan 
as he did 
Mr. 


bis desire 
artime election |‘ 
supporters of 


British 
grant amr amendment 
Act. to bypass an- 


rgue 
they subject, These vid Westmins- 
animous or, at 
demand from 
House and Senate, 


; set Says 


| 
Í 


| 


‘Radio Talk 


hy N O MATS 
(Garette Resident Correspondent) 


Ottawa, December S.A diverting) failure of tho voluntary  ayalem, 
interlude into the two-week debate Which Would even the count for the 
aoon copios of Premier King's 


on the government's motion of con» 
fidence for ite granting limited con» 
scription came this afternoon when 
the Prime Minister rose to give the 
Houre a brief vrtů syatemont, du 
answer to queries by Dp tert 
Bruce, (Toronto Parkdale), to aha’ 
that his radio address of November 
& an appeal for voluntary enjistis 
ment brought remarkable results, 

“Hon, members may be interest: 
od to know™ sai tt King, to the 
wecompaniment of Liberal apptvuse, 
“that in the 26 days since November 
& the date on Which the broadcast 
was made, 6297 men have volunt- 
cored for general service in the 
Canadian army, and of this number 
2.701 are fom the NRMAL and 
the remainder, 3,596, from the gens 
| eral public and the reserve army, 
| These figures represent the largeat 
l enlistment for a similar period 
since the outbreak of war” 

Nr, King made this statement in 


yadlo addiess pleading for cone 
tnyaneo of (he voluntary ayalem, 

TL was explained to the House tos 
day by the Prime Minister that he 
waa under a  misppronhension 
when he told Dr. Amide yootondiay 
he had alvon no Mnatructions to 
Wartime Intormaidon Toard and 
was not in the habit of giving atieh 
diroetions, alao he ald he thought 
that Dy ruce had veforonee to hla 
own apeach In the Houso during the 
present situiniaa, and not hia radio 


ata Ate. King doctored tod 
ut Mi, King declared toda 
as prosident of the Be Aui 
he waa reeponslble for the nolivi= 
Wles of tha Wartime Information 
Board, and that ha toole full ros 
sponsibility for thelr aotion Ìn dias 
tributing nla brondoast, 1o do- 
soribed tho bropdonat na a one 
sonco ah pppos by myst na 
Prime Minigler for publio support 


[a reply to questions asked yester-| of tho reorulting campalgny for ru- 

a y Dr, Bruce who wanted to lifoyce mente by voluntary onllst- 
know if th J N yw monts, 

| e Prime Minister would] ™ YY contained.) continued tho 


| give oniers to the Wartimo lutor 


Imation Board to distribute 87,000] Delma Minister, | “slanitiount tn. 


formation whieh the peoplo of Can- 


apies of the speech in the House 
iia ada were entitled to havo 
dy Col, J, L. Ralston showing hej whicb it was desirable to gang 


made known as widely ns possible, 
If tho appeal was to be effective 
it was obviously necessary that It 
should have a wido measure of 
punts m pant 

“Tho distributlon of the broad- 
east,” said the Prime Mae 
the Wartime Information Board 
was at the instance of the cabinet 
committee which had been formed 
to further the appeal for voluntary 
| enlistments. If ever distribution 
was Justified Jt was in this case of 
a speech making a national uppeal 
on a matter of extreme urgency 
the importance of which was every- 
where recognized,” , 


Draftees for Overseas 
To Get Leave at Home| | 


Ottawa, 5.—(P—Home 


December 


defence troops scheduled to go over- 
seas 


will be given embarkation 
leave, Navy Minister Macdonald 
said today in the Commons. 

Replying to Norman Lockhart 
(P.C. Lincoln), Mr. Macdonald sald 
he understood the minimum leaye 
was 48-hours at home. | 
Mr. Macdonald said he would ro- 
ply tomorrow to a question of T., L. |! 
Church (P.C, Toronto Broadview), 
who asked whether armod forces 
personel granted Christmas or 
New Year's leave would be allow- 
ed travelling time besides five days 
leave. . 


Attitude of Draftees 


Is Blamed on Teachers 


Ottawa, December 5.—=—Sen- 
ator A. Griesbach (P.C. Al- 
berta), speaking in the Senate lo- 
day held women school teachers 
partially responsible for the at- 
titude of home defence troops who 
refused to volunteer for general 


ervice. 

k Maj. Gen, Griesbach 
conversations he hadr at 
e ence person y 
hom {nspector general for Western 


Canada earlier in the present 
i 
j 


recalled 
had with 
he 


icies or actions 


“p came to the conclusion that 


Ho rose after 


omen teaching boys seven years 
and over was one of the reasons (CEP, Cape Breton South) said| Mr. Gillis said he had not 
some of these men, had no Spint hat “someone” had disagreed with | tioned any House member CO 
io go to war,” he said, “The rough- i policy adopted oy Gen, Heel Me Ga , - 
er side of a mans nature Jf rete ower in keeping the army con-| person who is said to have critics. 
forsas boy at thes ago ihan tio stantly occupied. ed. I am quite sure that is ‘the 
gentler side of a woman's nature.” |. My impression is that the army | reference.” e x 
( has to keep hammering and smash-| Mr. Gillis: “I have heard that 
l ing all over the front,” he sald, policy criticized and my conception 


Diefenbaker Lauds 


Conscription Debates 


5,—-W—Atter 
tion de- 


statements 


Ottawa, December 
reading, met hot 
o; A 
oe Lake Centre) said today in 
Commons Spr 
sions were “on a 
and one worthy of the 
traditions of parliamentary govern- 


read, 


to the government 


various sides 
n by various 
m of the House and the 
manner in which 
ally received, He a 
mentary government 


pener bits airs.” 
(om ae, 


Gardiner Denies Power Critic| 
Of Eisenhower in House Speech | 


Ottawa, December 
culture Minister Gardiner 
night in the Commons that at no 
time in the House had former Air 
Minister Power exitlelzed the pol- 

en, 
hower, Allied invasion commander, 
Clarence Gillis 


5.—0,—A gri- 


of 


Mr. Gardiner sald he had heard 
lo those t 
made by Mr, Gillis and he suerte: 
ed that Maj, Power's speech in the 
House on November 28 should be! 


similar 


(Maj, Power then made a brief 
statement indicating hls opposition 
policy 
which authority was given to send 
1000 sarartens ovarsran, yua letter 

resignation as minister had b 
read by Mr. King.) i 

"He is not here to speak for hiim- 
self, and having heard him discuss 
that question beforo he discussed it 
in the House I wish to say that at 


— 


— 


Black Asks Why Gen. McNaugh ton 
In House and Not with Troops 


lea 
ttle front instead of 

hela go into battle without 

“ile came n was promo 

and on, top 

if to @ cabir 


Otlawn 

Dinek, proyron ivo 
omber for the Yukon 
fa the Gormmens (hat, Defence 
mor MoNnughlon disagreed 
tho government's consorlptlon p 
but “ho doon not resign bis h 


alley | plum w 


f iho pa is not 


ilya poultlon nu a membor 0 Wis TSI of the array 
Rpvernmeniy tle- polder Canada, that is MeNan@ 
the politician, the fallen 


Spenldng during continued 
bate on the confid- yn 
once motion, suld Gen. vi 
McNaughton had sald in n speec 
nt Arpprior, Ont, November that|M : 
Canada would have no army worthy 
of the name If It ed sey Tathod’ 
othor than by the volun 

Tho Amorican, British and Rus- 
slan armies were conscrip 
und St could hardly be sal 
were not armies’ worthy of 
nome, 

“Thore js one matter that this 
House hos not been informed of and 
of which this country has not been 
Informed, and that Is as to why the 
resent Minister tot Nations Da tLe wor 
ence is in Canada at all, an 

with his men overseas,” said Mr. which my wo 


Black. 


ith feet.of clay.” 


overnment’ 
Primer Min 


m Black 


Army, 
who had the interests of the army 
and the men overseas C 

heart, 

“If they are so close to his heart, 
why ted he not over there witb | titled to the 
them? Not because of il health. 
We had that from him. He an- 
nounced it when Bes came home. eg i 
You only have to look a m now | sug 
ef he is in good health. If|that in hts references to r 
he could not have carried on as|should not Aaputs motives. V 
supreme commander he, it they |are neither fr ondly to Gens 1 
were so close to his heart, might Naughton nor such as wou S e 
nave stayed with them, have been |in justice from the honorable $ 


tleman.” 


with them where they now are on | 


no time did he criticize Gen, Bi 

hower's policy o "sald Me, 

Gardiner cy or actions," said Mr, 
“He sald what that policy we 

and then he (Maj, Power) went oi 

to say what we are told, not by 

Eisenhower but by gome other peo- 


said to- 


Eisen- 


ple in this coun 


of it was that it was a criticism,” 

Mr, Gillis quoted from Maj. Pow: 
er's review of Gen. Elsentocets 
strategy of giving the enemy no 
rest or reste, He sald he saw 
criticism in Maj, Power’s statement 

No commander will take his ex- 
perlenced men out of the unit and 
undertake an engagement with onl 
the newly-arrlved. however welf- 
trained they may be, It seems to 
me that the logical thing, the rea- 
sonable thing is to take men out of 
the line temporary to refit, to re- 
equip. to rest, to recuperate and to 
fill gaps in their ranks.” 

Mr, Gardiner: “That 
what Eisenhower did," 
ee 


under 


is exactly 


tbe 


OTTO maw i 


cS. 
k 
pi 


ne DS 
TTS SHORT SESSION 


No Legislation Before Cham- 
ber to Be Dealt With, Says 
Senator King 


Ottawa, December 5.—0—The 
Senate today completed a special 
sitting on overseas reinforcements 
and adjourned to January 31, 1945. 

Dr. J. H. King, government Sen- 
ate leader, moving the adjourn- 
ment. said it was apparent there 
would be no legislation from the 
Commons to be dealt with by the 
Upper House, 

Senator W. A, Griesbach (P.C. 
Alberta), fina] speaker in the i 
bate. said Canadians were being 
asked to pay too high a price for 
national unity end democratic rule 
of the majority should be enforced, 

Senator J. A. Calder (P.C., Sas- 
katchewan) urged consideration of | 
ihe question of overseas reinforce- 
ments and conscription from a na- 
tional viewpoint. Opponents to 
conscription were to found in 


all vinces. 

The specisl sitting of the Sen- 
ate was called shortly after the 
Commons had been summoned to 
discuss reinforcements. The Senate 
met November 22 but delayed its 
discussion for several days to al- 
low the members to hear state- 
ments in the Commons by Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King, Defence 
Minister. McNaughton and Col. J. 
L. Ralston, former Defence Min- 
ister. The -senators also attendad a 
secret session of the Commons. 

Senator Calder said today mem- 
bers of the home defence army had 
been made available for compulsory 
overseas service and should not be 
classed as volunteers. 

“The government made 16,000 
men available for compulsory over- 
seas service November 23 yet mili- 
tary authorities sre still striving to 
get volunteers from the fome that 
is compelled to go,’ the Regina) 
senator said. , 

“These men sre not volunteers, | 
they know they ere not and they} 
should not. be classed that way,” 
he said. 

Senator Czlder said he saw no 
reason for Canada reducing her! 
War commitments. 

“Everybody hates conscription yet 
nation after nation around the 
world hes been compelled to adopt 
it because of necessity.” he said. 

‘This conscription problem is not 
a local one, it is not a trouble that | 
exists only in Quebec, it exists in| 
every par: af Canada, and it must 
be viewed as a national issue. 

Maj.-Gen. Griesbach, who was 
for a time inspector general for 
Western Canada during the pre- 
sent war, expressed criticism of 
military officers who hed “misled” 
Col Relston. . 

“Under the voluntary system the 
cream of the population go to war 
first and what is left is the dregs 
of the military population,” said the 
Edmonton senator, 

“Conscription is not necessarily 
just a war policy, it is a policy 
under which young men can be 
brought forward and trained in 
peacetime.” 


It was a surprising thing that 
Co). Ralston as Defence Minister 
bad been-unable to get truthíul 
repos on the reinforcement situ- 
ation. 


King Says No Promises 


On Conscription Order 


Ottawa, December 5. — o — 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
said today in the Commons he had 
‘made no promise to anyone that 
his artial conscription order 
would be the last one brought 
down by his government. 


asked the Prime 
t any time dur- 
he had 

group or 
ment that 
cil thet 
this gov- 


Mr. Diefenbaker reported: 
the point I have 
me Minister 
Canada 
42, 


that’ Well, 
Me, a aot ine ad le A; Canada 
o 


want an answe hat question, 
at we nre 
They want to know th hy probs 


not shadow boxing with 


Yeo 


ee 
Press Gallery Party 


Planned for Premier 


Ottawa, December 6.) —Prime 
Minister Mackenslo Wing han nee 
cepted an Invitation to be the puert 
of the parliamentary press gallery 
at a dinner tn his honor Auturday, 
December 16, tho eve of hla 10th 
birthday, the gallery announced lo- 


a R. Avmatron of tho ‘Toronto 
Stay, gallery president sald n “aul 
able presentation” will be mado lo 
My, King by the parliamentary cor- 
respondents, who number approxl+ 
mately 50 and yepresent nowspnpera 
and nowa sorvices nerogs Canada, 

vhe dinner and prose! tallon ane 
being tendered Mr. King, nol os 
Liberal leader nor ns Primo Min- 
ister, but as n areal Canadian,” Mr, 
Armstrong sald. “it is n tributo to n 
man who for aimost 40 yonra Jian 
been closely associated with Cune 
adian publie lifo, during 17 yours 
of which ho has headed the Can- 
adian Government.” 


DéLalannd Said Slated 


Recruiting Director 


Ottawa, December 5.—M— Brig. 
J. A, deLalanne, director of organ- 
ization at Defence Headquarters, 
will succeed Brig, James Mess as 
director of recruiting, it was re- 
ported here today. 

Brig, Mess recently resigned and 
his resignation takes effect De- 
cember 20. 


a 


—_—— 


Utteranoes of Bruce, Blaok 
antl Choquette Are Stricken 
From Rooord 


— 


Ollaway December f.——An ès- 
Unated 900 words were expunged 
from the Commons record today, 
considered by officials to be n res 
vord for rogati, yei 

rhe worda struc 
ed In speco?” by Man Dre ales 
j ukom) and 


t were ulter- 


ruled thelr sylaternents oul of order, 
ken to brief quo% 


ál by D (4 
tations ln ppooches Ye at gov: 


and Mr, Black sugiost 


i wou i 
ernment polley, f men now 


tho 
ees Aitor brlof discussion, the 


th 
worda were withdrawn and €x- 
punged from the wide ae à 
. Choquette had sa n par 
MURET wore, being sent. to, thelr. 
death on the battiefiela to allow 
a government to find its way ou 
of a cabinet crisis. 

Speaker Glen sald Mr, Choquet- 
te'a remarks were fA blot on the 
escutcheon of the House and they 
were ordered expunged. 

During a speech on the govern- 
ment’s confidence motion, T. 
Bruce said that MT, King had pre- 
ferred “to break his pledged word 
and sacrifice the lives of our Cana- 
dian boys on the battlefields of 
France and Italy rather than lose 
votes in the province of Quebec. 
He was speaking of the govern- 
ment's attitude on overseas con- 
scription. 

Speaker Glen said that all House 
members were entitled to protec- 


: tion and the words represented “a 


reprehensible attack” on the Prime 


his words he would agree they 


pressed his opinion as he had the 
right to do and he could see no 
reason for having his words ex- 
unged. 

Speaker Glen sald he was sure 
that when Dr, Bruce examined his 
statement he would agree it was 
contrary to the House rules. 

“I ask him to withdraw and have 


the words expunged from the re- 
cord: I am sure the honorable mem- 


ber will accede t 
sald Speaker Glen. my gemes 
r. Bruce said he wonde 
it would be satisfactory ir in 
amended his statement to make it 
Tead that the Prime Minister's ac- 
ens might result in future losses. 
a cdker Glen sald the suggested 
wou 
general statement. TOP RABE hg 


Dr, Bruce said that in de 

I fe 

to- Spake- Glen he was prepared 
ow mores the ponds which had 
to other Business, eS 

Shortly afterwards, Mr. Ki 

took objection to remark es 
George Black (P.C., Yukon) ead 


| said they should be withdrawn, 


Speaker Glen said he und 
that Mr, Black had used eos 


ment almost identical to that of 
Dr, Bruce, who had withdrawn. 

i I sald the policy of the govern- 
ment is costing the lives of men 
overseas,” said Mr, Black. 

Speaker Glen said he understood 
the words now used by Mr. Black 
were not those he had employed 
previously and a withdrawal of the 
penou remarks should be made, 

e would wait for the Hansard re- 
port to Check the words used. 


Later, Speaker Glen, said that | 


Mr. Black should withdraw hisor- 
ignat statement, and Mr, Blak ac- 


eks on ohton 
Remarks Expimged troni Mansard— 
Col. Lapointe Wins House Applause 


Ry James A, Onatlor 

Star Steff Correspondent 
OTTAWA, Deo. 6—Harsh wortts were used m Canada's House of 
Commons yesterday as the debate on the war polley of tho King 
Adminisuation continued and before the day's proceedings were ended 
Mb. Speaker had ordered no lesa than 900 words expunged from tho 
record Two Progressive Conservatives and one member of tho Bloc 
Populaire will read Hansani today to find that some of thely harsh 
words are missing, 

There were kind words and brave words used, too, but whon tho 
session, highlighted by bad temper, had reached a conclusion, It was 
the harsh words that were being remembered, at least for tho moment, 

The outbursts started during the afternoon sesston when Dr, 
(Progressive Conservative, 
former Lieutenant Governor of the 0 
Provinces of Ontario, charged the: solemnly RAYS especially Whon 1 
Prime Minister with preferring tojam not convinced that this ondon 
“preak his pledge worl and sacri-) in-councll 
fice the lives of our Canadian boys 
õn tho battlefields of Franc and] SY 
Italy rather than losa the votes In 
the Province of Quchdeo.” 
the record went that statement. 


Statement Expanged 


Borom A. Brace _Poronto-Parkilate), 


WAS necessary, 
One member 
Col. Lapolnte the 
or day that tC the amondmont 
the Government 
© continue Wil 
system were ado 


ted, It would bo 


ing oar Doya overseas sa s l 
Then George Black (Progressive not dellove that I am a deserter, 
charge) I am no more of 
Gen. McNaughton with being anf wap than some 
Thei Who refuse to give tholrt support, 
hat and their full support, to the vol- 
ker asked for aj untary system when 
iwas Mo only means of providing 
reinforcements for tho men over- 
No one in the House knows 
mor than I do what the bo: 
the front are going through, 
do not believe that the sendin 


Conservative, deserter any- 


Prime Minister refused to let t 


Then Mr. Black said the Govern.) 
ment did not send reinforcements 
because they would lose Some poll- | 
rt in a “certain part of) 
He continued alc 
tine and the Speaker order 
from the record 

Tt was after the expuncing of 
these two items that the Speaker) 
ruled that thetstatement made by 
Armand Choquette 
laire. Stanstead) to the e 
men were being sent to their death 


N.R.M.A, personnel 
the situation, I do not believe Ìt 
Will relieve the pressure on the 
at the front, because 
is not the way thin 
Place. These men 
tributed all over the front. 
| Will be swamped among other men 
who are already there. 
the former Minister 
Defence for Air 
out, trere is not one commander, 
no matter of what level he may 
be, who will take out his exper- 
ienced men and replace them with 


Will, chango 


Government to find its way out of 
rightly pointed 


qguette’s remarks were a blot on 
the escutcheon of the House. 
pante said in refer- 
Black that members 
might have differences as to Gov- 
ernment pelicies, but 
ene thing on 
agree, he thought, and that was 
“that a man who, 
McNaughton, has built the Cana- 
dian Army and has made it what 
it is now, should at least have a 
@ecent rece: 
understand the hon. member and 
his family have a very nice war 
record. I say, sir, that makes it 
worse because before being a poli- 
tician himself he was a soldier and 
as such he should have the decen- 
cy to mince his words.” _ 

He was still of the opinion that 
the vountary system was the only 
prectical plan of recruiting an effi- 
Gent army in the circumstances in 
which this country was. 

Colonel Lapointe, 
that the voluntary system had pro- 
with an amy 
great strength “whose deeds will 
live forever in the most glorious 
our national history.” 


Word Given 


ring to Mr. 
‘how well trained they are. 
will just fill the gaps at times; 
the same men who have been 
carrying the fight throughout will 
keep plugging ahead." 

He knew that because he had 
seen it done, 

He did not challenge the cour- 


G 


so monopoly of coura 
battle fronts, “although 
to be some here in Canada.” 
There was another reason why 
te could not agree with the Gov- 
ernment on its change of policy. 


a 


ae 


have lost some of the 
have in their 
He feared that os a 
result of this change of pollcy that 
Canadians in all provinces would 
no longer have in their public men 
the confidence which 
was so necessary 


falth they usuall 


femme EG! 


in democratic 


ya 
y 


vided Canada 
Colonel Lapointe told of some of 


French Canadian unlts 


EHEN 


from all parts of Canada. 
“There were differences of 


word to the electors an 
shir hich I}race or creed on the beaches of 


“zo back on the word w. 


<a 


3, 


A 4 ot 
os pig wen 
TI MONTREAL DAIN. STAN, WEDNBSDAT, PECEM 4 


And Cabinet Mark Debate |600 Quebec 


Normandy bn D-Day, Mr Speakon, |reaponalblllly tor saying that these 


Troops ‘Home 


a 

de, 1 4 
when a tank unit Irom Winnipeg |represontations were beling ma C 
supporter! an infantry unlit fron Vio claimed that the representas From A 


that If 


= 


q ehee, anore Waa no  natlona 
aunty on th j 
KARY when mon from tho North faocuro tho voluntary service medn 


on was niso being made 


© nlrfloid at Cart| these men enilated now they could VALCARTIER, Dec. 6 
More than 600 


hore Roginvent of Now runas jin one yoar ad of 18 months.|P.) — M 
wiek and men fron tho Chaudiere ‘Naa, noar naene iag othicars In jainging F 


Regiment of Quehoo fought Al 


rerich-Canadian troops t0- 
tho N.RM.A, woro being toll thaljday aro occupying the V 


by Aido, supporting eah eller [If they woni motive thelr rania itary training camp, enc 


ero WAR No. Nuolat ülaunlty on | would bo confirmed, 


trip from the west coast 


the Wits of Palialao, whon boya olnforcemonia wore on, the j|four-day 
from Nontrent and hoya iron the way 1 n Diofenbaker concluded. | which brought them to whe 
West went forward agalnst he oie hy divided Cabinet would car 


ommon foo, Thero was no nallonn ny ` ı while! 
Aisunity on the ellffa al Calada and pul tte nolo, A bart wh 
Nowlogne when the mon from Hos | Gy not belleve In that polley. 


“home again” and others fg 
olreferred lo na "Canada." 

‘the soldiers were mem 
Ullery which com: | 


yA entled 


pane) and tho mon or tho [hiore ie only one way thia matter line goth Field Ar 


awor St Lawrence foug 


l0- [onn bo doelded, and that 16 not bY | prisea the 24th, 72nd and 75th Bat- | 


he command of Lt 


ether and pushed Jerry back Into fan oxlonslon of the Ifo of Parha- |fPories under 


ho sony Burgly \ 
front on, NoN ove is ng gua 
wolty and ntin s oaplrll o e 
Mnothorhood "tho poople bnok In] fem It now, 

Canada, and eapoclhliy hob, moyi Brnon Heard tip 
dors of this Mouse, can fight the IL A, Bruco (Prog, Cons | iy 
war on tho home front following toronto Parkdale) 

tho examplo aot for thom by our nto 

Canadian me N| ovorsonn," + 


5 The 
‘The Prime Minlator oromod over ait uso. OF Ita manpower f 
to Colonel Lnpo nto nud yhook hlm orang aor uncortaln men- 
warmly by tho hand n fow mins aia alt na this." 
utes attor tho Quebee momber Tho now Minister of National 


concluded, ' n 

Diofonbakor Sponka (int Il would be a griovous sin 

Jom G. Dlefonbaker (Prog, [again national unity, if wo em: OD 

Con, Lake Contro) exprossod the pleyod our men In un Torm Y 
opinion that the vast®majorliy of} {those mon would be of s 


scription, “hoy demand Impartial] this way he vigorously proc 
conscription, Thoy demand: yvoln-|his unbfomlished virlue because 
forcemonts.” has not sinned more, 

The ordor-In-councll In its vory} Unless the members 
essence established rationed con-|{ hey wore red-blooded men, 
scription, "politically designed and| worthy of being called Canadians, 
by ils very nature denying cquallty|and demanded an all-out use O 
of service and sacrifice everywhere | {ho soldiers In untform wherover 
In Canada, ‘That order-In-council|{hey were needed “we shall ps 
pe parantes the discrimination and|shamed before the whole worlc 
r 


acterizes the administration of the|minds of the best of our youth 
N.R.M.A, in Canada and by select-|seeds of injustice which may bring 
Ing 16,000 to go overseas and fall-|stern retribution when they re- 
Ing to say to the rest that they,}turn again to their homes in 
too, shall be trained and made| Canada.” 


tho mon nl the f inent but hy giving the people nn Col, Charles Auguste Sabourin, ot | 
| apporlunily to sponk nnd KIVINE | Sarnia, Ont. 
for the moat pa 
Home Detenco troops, the soldiers 
han thes: of fame 
mer when trekke« 
felt that the Vancouver Island” to Wainwright, 
peoplo of Canada wanted an Alle | Aiia., 1.200 


mile 


distance of almost the 
croming 
bo natiafled with any Rockies In military tricks. 


Pacific Const Attacked 


of them, among them 
is, of Montreal, re- 
Jeorge ns “a ter- 


Defence wns making it appear Maurico St. Lou 
ferred to Prince 


le hole” and scor 
rovince newspaper 


use, |coast 


loged 
people did not want partial ‘con-|'Thon In the very act of sinning in Canadian E 
o 


scrimination against French 
lome Defence troops. St 
he |Louis said that there had 
many cases of servicemen's wives 
because landlords and P. 
housckeepers would not accommo- 
date them with rooms |f their hus- 
bands did not wear the “general 
service” insignia on their sleeves. 


showed stranded 


Courtemanche, of Montreal; Gun- 
nequallly of service that char-|and we shall have sown in tho ner PAN EA rin; hill 
Rivers, said that they knew of oc- 
casions when the Canadinn Legion 
had closed its doors to 
Vancouver because they 


available and that they shall be| I¢*the Prime Minister will not |voluntecred for overseas service. 


sent overseas according to their|discharge the sacred duty of his 
training and fitness—in our fallure] office which he has been entrusted 
to face that situation we endanger} with, he should efface himself in 


grievances, accompanied by preju- 
dice and by senseless bigotry, “and 


the Government, even at this late |the present meeting of Parliament 
hour, to ensure that all provinces |was entirely unnecessary and a 
in Canada shall be equal under|waste of time and public money.. 
this administration, or only|The Government needed nothing 
through equality among all pro-|{urther than it hag got from Par- 
vinces will there be Canadian|liament already. 


unity.” The Prime Minister had cast 


one part of Canada the Govern- |his Government out of the dilemma 
ment states that the order-in-|in which they had’ placed them- 
council covers only 16,000; in|selves and they thought they had 


another part of Canada it can say, [found him in General Me t 
as General McNaughton said, It |. Ren: 


sull other pas of Canada those |than the Minister of Defence?" 
who support It will be able to say:| The Minister of Defence was 
Well, lt covers everybody if you|forced to resign and he was re- 


Difficulties Denied 


Lt.-Col. Sabourin told the British, 
the last vestige of unity in this|the national interest; he should|United Press that he 
country." make way at once for a real war |knew of no such incidi 

Canada today, as a result of the] leader who is prepared to enact}that when he told hig men 
unfairness in which the adminis-|and enforce total conscription to|wero leaving for Quebec “bedi 
tration of the N.R.M.A, has been|maintain our gallant fighting [broke loose for five minutes.” 
conducted, is torn by legitimate] forces in full strength, stated that there had’ been 


Black Protests difficulties 
I ask you, sir, and through you| Mr. Black (Yukon) clalmed that N aider believed that n 


that the French-Canadian tro 
were “at home" and “among the 
own” there would be a substantial 
increase in general service 
listments. ; i Í y% 
Among the other retum 

rmaln, 


Mr, Diefenbaker charged that In| about for a Moses to lend him and | vere, S8t: 


with the public 


T as , id there had been “ml 
What reason was there to sup- (SAS 3 à 

may nol cover anybody, and in|pose he understood Canada bitter Shni during thelr 
happy to be back among A 
bother re 


even 


rend It carefully, Task the Prime |placed by General McNaughton, It iem.” 


Minister when he replies to answer |did not take General MeN 


this question, becnuse the Cana- | five years to fail, Mi hton 


lack 


The 20th ts the only 
field gunnery 


Canadian 


dian people demand an answer.” |claimed. He failed’ from’ the be. |! the British Empire: 


Just ns he started to read trom | gin 
a Jette which he said would give R MAING 
some indication why there had 
been an Increase in NRM.A. 
enlistments for general service 
during ‘the past few days, Hon, 
Ernest Bertrand, Minister of Fish- 
cries interjected, “Because there j 
no my) batni tN 


McNaughton was op- 
posed to the policy of “partial con- 
scription” and had declared to the 
House that he would not carry It 
out unless he was forced to do so, 

Imagine a Minister of the 


i 

SeN, saying- that of the policy of 

> ` MU; 
entry TWO ane St Toad ea, 
do so? He disagrees with the pol- 
icy of his Government but he does 
not resign his lucrative position as 
a member.of the Government," 

Mr. Black. asked why it was that 
the present Minister of National 

efence was In Cañada at all? 

y Was he not overseas? Not 
because of ill health, 

We had it from him. He an- 
nounced jt when he came home, 
You only have to look at him now 
that never would he alter his opin- to know he is in good health. If 
lon. Why is he in the Cabinet?” he could not have carried on as 

Mr. Bertrand: “L never made the | Supreme commander he, if the 
statement that the war was over.” | POmmsetraing mot ty bte way lic 

Hon, R, B. Hanson (Prog.-Con., |p; Jo i Suna a 
York Sunbury): “The press sald tJO suoywaidse s)y uo) d}0 


Bertrand Denounced 

Mr, Diefenbaker: "There is no 
more sabotage? Let me say to 
the Minister of Fisheries that when 
he delivered that speech in Valley- 
field, Que., no man in this House 
had ever done the harm to Cana- 
dian unity that he did in that 
speech. 

I say to you sir, that on Nov, 
8, the Minister made a statement 
that there would never be con- 
seription; that the war was over; 


Bpuuvo u uojys ous S20 
you did.” a tysuy Isaf 
" P se Nja ta OM ST 
meee he went on to deal with buy 30 woes a0} soa 
c kind of representation that} )o, juodduo J UO pəsvq 
was being made is the NRA | M Jaurount 
men, hese men find representa- = 4 
{lons made to thom In the last few W ail, gnousnosin Sree 
days, at Petawawa Camp, that If) uy TH alls ied * -sauddo i 
they enlist now, Instead of bein jeu Sie Rae 10U {Iv 
sent over compulsorily, they willl youd oy saree am at 
have thelr enlistment ` for ‘active | yo oau guy une aur uy! 
service ante-dated six months, Mr. J Ou) UT spuadd i 
Diefenbaker sald that he took the d 


Tjsuodəa TuM-jsod + 
9 əsadand a dog 
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By James 


as not a lengthy speech 


» the representative from 
Bast. 
No Interruptions 

öl the applause, and at 


no other interruption: 


sat this time. There was 


1 


soa it with head high and 
+s sincerity. 

‘oe opening of the evening 
Premier King announced 
“oe House would open at 11 


x al probability be five div 
peace the members can 
> for bome after more than 
weeks of debating, 

i"a mmsderable number of other 
£ expressed their views on 
enGgence motion before the 
t was the address by 
> Lsvrent that stood out. 
Y Master of Justice said 
axe all members of the 
màt not agree with what 
} owt be asked them to co: 
woefully and dispassionate: 


awge Statement of the fact- 
Victory Essential 


2 we war wes absolutely es- 

© the survival of the na- 
B2nation ci free men. Had 
3a wen for the heroic resist- 
d że people of Britain in 
we here in Canada wouid 
z te deed or slaves of Nazi 
‘mod masters. This resist- 
e ilme neces- 


the “terrible menace” 
‘e2tened and also time to 


of Britain at 


without the presence 
General McNaughton and 

dian troops. 

eve that, thi 
aste“ orr victory to 
tuson that never again 
@; Germans or Japanese 
ety or any of their chil- 
nm, io threaten the peace 
“orld and endeavor to en- 


Fa Ration must, Mr. St. Lau- 
ipsa op, continue to con- 
{Gaye full share to the joint 
|S ems, Ot free nations pledged 
Lo g 20d consolidate that 
> & for a 4 
- Easa n, Bll members of the 
tad those that they repre- | 
men are endur- 
eding and dying this 
hile we are here talk- 
as-to how best 
the number of 
aid become casualties 
a ” 
Šo. 22 it appeared that 
"s required for sub- 


Justice Minister Makes Appeal 
For Acceptance by Compatriots 


Star Staff Corrcspondent 
wa, Dec. 7-—So long as any N.RM. 
now In service or hereafter 
reinforcements for the forces overseas the House of Co: 
told. yesterday by Hon. L. S, St, Laurent ™ 
as be challenged the members, whatever their 
to unite and assert to the men ove 
ocean to the other, stands pledged to a vietory 


asion called to consider Canada’s 
t it was a speech that caused no les 

smile the members ap-© See Neiman 

and no one but a fit and 


= was lowed and vigorous, j Quebec, 
|. “But I came ho 
en interjection. Mr, St. | job because it was felt 
spoke quiely and with; 

mation of the heavy bur | ly. that I could 
had deen placed on his}that I must 


He said his piece |culties of the task 


bis words did not repre- :' 


‘Be wered Canada’s participa- | 


% æble North America to! 


the necessary resources io | 


A. Oastlor 


A. men are available, 
enrolled, there will be adequate 


» Minister of 
Individual 
Fseas that Canada, 
that will 


— one of tħe shortest of the 
reinforcement problem 


s than 22 interrup- 


man could meet th trained 


He fully w 
ae eallzed the 
posible and probable reaction in 


Te to ao. R war 
y the 
rightly or wrong- 
be of help, 1 feel 
oul Ro on whatever 
nerease tn, the diffi- 
c so lon 

i apparent to me that these site 
poulties Arise out of facts which 
have a bearing on the security of 
jthe men who are doing so much 
more for us than anything we 


rime Minister, 


may be the 


> an effort to conclude pro- |C&8n do for them. 
ty Uus evening. There | 


. Dupals’ Position 
Vincent Dupuis (Lib, Chambly- 


| Rouville) claimed that’a st 
complete confusion ea ie Gane 


ada at the present time. The te: 
jada S ime. m- 
kra of the people was upset and 
a cir otherwise good judgment dis- 
turbed. The body ` politic was 
| threatened with total disruption. 
He claimed that it was not true 
tħat unless there were immediate 
reinforcements of 16,000 men sent 
the Canadian forces at the front 
would be without help or support. 

Taking the army, air force and 
navy into consideration, Canada 
jactually had 11 divisions’ fighting. 
| This, he inferred, was a very high 
Proportion. 

my e contribution of the province 
of Quebec to the war was one that 
Satisfied him. In the circumstances 
it was larger than may even be 


| justified. 
Adamson View 

A R. Adamson (Prog. Con., York 
West) said with reference to the 
| charge that the movement calling 
for conscription for overseas ser- 
vice came from the wealthy, from 
| Conservatives, ‘from pressure 
| groups and the newspapers, that 
| instead it came from the poor 
| Working people of the country. 
| i. R. Jackman (Prog. Con., To- 
| ronto-Rosedale) charged that the 
| Government confidence motion 
was purposely designed to mean all 
things to all people. The people 
were entitled to know just where 
each member of the Cabinet stood. 
There was no assurance of what 
the Cabinet policy is as to rein- 
forcements. 

G. A. Cruickshank (Llb., Fraser 
Valley) insisted that reinforcement 
was not conscription, Conscription 
had been in effect for some time, 
the only trouble was that it was 
conscription for a limited number 
and for a limited area, He had 
always and still did believe that a 
volunteer was superior to a con- 
script, but the tme had come 
when the infantry must have 
help, either volunteers ~or—from 
the N.R.M.A. or both, Nothing 
else than reinforcements now mat- 
ters, 

It was not clear to him why the 
Canadian staff did not make 
ample provision for sufficient re- 
inforcements for such a very 
small percentage of the army 
that was in the infantry. "it 
would appear that too much o 


the voluntary plan 


O am E D E ANS PE S ANA 


| against th 


| Temis 
‘was that t 


‘in his acti 


| 


{from_ the 
[the Go 
| those 

| ignore 
jing 


I W. 

i thought 
| ter 
| reinforce 
(iwe h 
jean € 


some of those In the higher 


Supports Amendment 
Mr. Cruickshank said that he 
vote for the Progressive 
Conservative amendment but if 
their time was taken up with! hat were 
concentrating on the promotion | roy {he Government ns he realized 
~~ 116,000 reinforcements out, of the sald the first quota of 200 men |suggestion that service 
rsonnel were better} from the Ottawa area aş rein- 


N.R.M.A. pe 
none at all as desired by! jorcement overseas has been 


ee 


Stuart Agon | 


1] y oye W 1 
Is Criticizec 
U orrawa, Dett PACP) a 
Rodney Adamson (P.c.—Yor 
West) sald In the Commons that 
Lieut,-Gon, Kenneth stugh fore 
mer Chief of Staff oversea hnd 
(undertaken a polley of re muster- 
ing the Army, apparently without 
consulting Ottawa, because ho 
know of the antipathy of the 
Governwont to conscription. CTO 
Speaking In continued debatai 
on the Government's con{ldence 
Motion, Mr, Adamson sald the 
Government had reason Lo pory 
In good timo of the prospective 
shortage of Infantry reinforce 


ments, 3 
On Aug, 6, Gen. Crerar, Army, 
commander, ‘had sent a telegram 


Military Headquarters in London. 
“Apparently the Adjutant-Gen- 
cral's branch at C.M.H.G. did not 
instantly Inform National Defencg.. 
Headauarters of the contents © 
that telegram,” said Mr. Adamson. 

“In the first place J think that 
Was an amazing action, _ 

“Then we Fiad Gen. Stuart 
undertag the policy of remus- 
tering tho Army, apparently with- 
oul consulting Ottawa, because he 
knew of the antipathy of the:Gov- 
ernment to conscription.” e 

When Hon. J. L. Ralston, former 
Defence Minister, telegraphed Mr- 
King from overseas in October 
that he had curtailed his -trip to- 
the battlefronts and desired to see 
the Prime Minister urgently the 
latter must have known that the 
message to be brought to the gov- 
ernment would be bad and de- 
mand immediate action. i ae 

“What happened?” Mr. Adame 
son_ continued. 

“In the Prime Minister's’ own 
words, he consulted the present 
Minister of National Defence, 
whose views he knew were in 
favor of the voluntary system. He 
did that so that when the former 
Minister of National Defence 
arrived home he would have a 
running mato or someone ready to 
jump Into his place if he was 
adamant, 

“And he would have us belleve 
that he saved the day. That may 
have been a political manoeuvre 
but it was one of the worst things 
that has ever happened in the poil- 
tical history of this country.” 


defeated would vote 


who would vyote 


e Government. fled. 
‘Jean Francois Poullot (Ind. Lib., 
couata), said the main, rea- 
he had crossed the floor 
he Prime Minister was 
al in his speeches than 
ons, 
retted very much 
beginning of the war 
vernment had boosted only 
who yolunteered and had 
d the others who were do-| Men 
hoe the war effort 
in Canada. 
7 Bryce (CCF. Selkirk, 
that It was really n mat- 
of man-power than of 
ements, Jle thought that| in the next few weeks, 
“bitten off more than we aoe 
* Tho greatest failure of 


General 


| overnment has been Its fail- 
ithe g pronerly estimate Its man- | 


: d forces and then take aj - ieee 
an (iim stand to meet these needs | 
a Fae ee N from iis man»power resources, j> 


r needs 


at home and In the: 


Units’ Names - 
Urged in News 


on the situation to Canadian 7 


Ottawa Fills 


Overseas Quota 


QTTAWA, Dec. T—(C.P,)—Na- 
tional Defence Headquarters 


Army establishments through- 
oul Canada have been placed on 
a quota basis for the provlsi 

of men from provilon 
personnel to act 

ments, Filling of these 

that has no relationsh! anos 
900 men to be ol 
Home Defence forces, 
already 


to the 16,- 
ained from 


provided were 
Service 


OTTAWA, Dec. 7 — (C.P.)—A 
Jen that cecurily be relaxed to a 
greater extent on mention of 
Canadian units on the battlefronts 
was made in the Commons by 
Gordon Graydon, sProgresslve Con- 

rvative House leader. 
seir, Graydon said he had re- 
ceived a letter from one of his 
constituents serving asa Major 
overseas. The Major said it would 
be a good morale builder if units 
were more frequently identified. 

Hon. Angus Macdonald, 
spokesman in the House for the 
three Defence ministries, said-he 
would be glad to take. up the 
question with Hon. A. G. L. Mc- 
Naughton, Defence Minister. 

Mr. Graydon said that since he 
had framed his question Ottawa 
had “oulged with pride” at the 
reported brilliant work of the 
local Princess Louise Dragoon 
Guards at Ravenna in Italy. his 
was a case where the unit had 
been identified. He wondered if 
this identification could not be 
made genera). p 

Defence Headquarters said that 
sometimes security would onl 
permit the identification of a unit 
as “an Eastern Ontario Regiment" 


Commons by Hon, A. 
Navy Minister. 


J. Coldwell, C.C.F. 


general service ci s 
as relnlorce. | Macdonald sald it was 


the Yuletide leave w 


way from home. 


Mr. Macdonald said that If these | 
men got teir annual leave or any | 


ortion of it that remained, thy 
| Rould not have to worry H e i 


{ travelling time, 


Holiday Leave | 


Is Discussed |] 
OTTAWA, Dec. 7 — (C.P.).—A; 


might take the best advantage of 
their five-day Christmas or New | 
Year's leave by also getting their: 
annual leave, ` was made in the 


Replying to a question from M., 
leader, Mi 


the five-day optional Christmas or 
New Year's leave did not include 
travelling time but that if service 
personnel also could get their an- 
The 200 | nual reve which was ans of | 

travelling time, they could enjoy 
Personnel | the holiday to best advantage. | 


who had volunteered a 5 i ! 
tive duty and had then kea ae | Mr. Coldwell said the fact that) 


signed to offices in Ottawa. An- 


other 200 Is to be provided with. | clusive of travelling time worked i$ 


a hardship on men stationed a long 


| while at other times _the unit's 
specific identity was given, ie 


—————~- 1 


personnel 


Macdonald, ' 


true that 


as not ex-| 


Following is the complete text 


of the address of Hon, Louls 
St. Laurent. Minister of Justice, 
in the House of Commons 


“One of the gentlemen who sit 
up above your head in the Press 
Gallery has commented on this 
debate in the following terms: 
*... So various are the ap- 
© proaches to the current political 

© row that it would be virtually 
impossible to pick out one sen- 
tence from the whole of Han- 
sard and have evervone agree 
that it was the real truth of the 
metter.’ 

“I am not so optimistic as to 
hope to correct that impression, 
but I do wish to summarize as 
briefly as I can some of what 
appear to me to bh the real 
truths of the matter which 1 
have been discussing for several 
days with my fellow members 
from Quebec. All the members 
of this House may not agree 
with the conclusions I propose to 
craw from them, but I &o appeal 
to all members of this House to 
consider carefully and dispas- 
sionately whether they do not 
represent a true statement af 
the factual background. 

I believe that Canada's parti- 
ecipation in this terrible war to 
the magnificent extent to which 
it has been and is being realizas, 
was absolutely essential to the 
survival of this nation as a na- 
tion of free men. I believe that 
had it not been the heroic 
and obstinate and successful re 
sistance of the people of England 
and Scotland snd Wales du 
1940 and 1941, we, here i 
ada, would now be either dead 
oz slaves of Nazi vict and 
masters. I believe that this heroic 
obstinate and successful resist- 
ance purchased the Ume neces- 
sary two enabie the people of the 
North-American continent to ap- 


K 


Ni 


for 


tili 


H 


reciate the terribie menace 
J Pok threatened them all as 
tio, free men, and also the time re- 
Mi quired to muster their resources 
gné to the extent necessary to meet 


nd 10 overcome tha 
=, 5 believe that, —as hi 
asserted in this 
his resistance of the people of 
England and Scoulsnd and Wales, 
heroic and obstin et and valon 
ous and glorious as it was, mig 
have proved to be insufficient 
without the presence in that 
ritadel of freedom of General 
McNaughton and his gallant Can- 
adian troops. 

Precious Time Gained 


I believe that without the 
coatribution of our airmen in the 
mighty battles that were fought 
over the skies of the British Isles. 
that without the contripuuion of 
our Wavy to the maintenance pi 
the life line between them an 
this continent, sufficient ime 
might not have been purchase! 
to prepare all that the defence 
of our own lives, and homes ani 
liberties, bas required and €E 

rer. 5 f 
red believe that the Ume thus 
purchased had to be used, and it 
was used, both to the purpose o 
making the men and WOSE oS 
| this continent gonscious 0 ne 
douger that “threatened ne 
world, and to the purpose 
mobilizing our resources to mee 


omplete Text 


@- 


THE MONTREAL DAILY 


nation and probably alw for 
our powerful neighbours ta the 
South, sdid not mean only great 
expansion in eur Navy and tn 
our Air Boos and the raising of 
the largest expalivionary Atay 
that this country could properiy 
maintain and equip, but I als 
meant great ertensification ty 
our ar cultural pooductlon to 
meet tho Indispensabio food ve. 
quirements, the esiadlishing and 
manning of hundreds and per 
Naps thousands of yew ingus. 
ries to turna oui thè indispons. 
adie implements of variare, and 
entirely new oicoptions and 
techniques to fnance Wal wat 
through our own domestic mon. 
etary machinery. 

And even now, Mr. Speaker, 
we must still vemembder that all 
that Das to go on and must be 
Kept in proper apane unul full 
victory is achiev, 

l also belleve ihat, this timo, 
we Must pursue our victory to 
such a conclusion that never 
again may any Germans or Jap- 
anese living today oc any of 
their children, dare to reaten 
the peace of the world and on- 
Geavour to enslave tt, 

I believe that this nation must 
cont. to eontmdute tis fall 
share to the joint efforts of that 
gallant company of fwo nations 
Pledgni and determined to 
lieve ana to consolidate that 
à of victory. 


Tribute to Services 


_I believe that our Canadian men 
in our Navy, our Army and our 
Aur Force, who have fought and 
are fighting in that gallant com- 
pan), have done so and are doing 
so at our instance, for us, so that 
we who are sitting here today 
and those whom we represent in 
this assembly, may continue to 
live and to enjoy and to operate 
Or free democratic social in- 
Siitutions. It is for us, for you 
and for me Mr. Speaker, for our 
colleagues in this House and for 
thase we represent, that these 
men are enauring, are bleeding 
and dying this very day while 
we are here talking and debating 
as to how best we can act so that 
tre numbers of them who may 
become cesualties shall not be 
increased ... 

Up to the evening of Novem- 
ber 22, I sincerely believed that 
that object could be best 
achieved by adhering to the vol- 
untary system under which over 
900 thousand of our bravest and 
best have offered their services 
in this great cause. I believed 
that sufficient edditional reln- 
forcements might still be obtain- 
ed by that voluntary system. 1 
also believed that our infantry 
troops having had two pivotal 
jobs to do and having done them 
with great success but also al 
severe cost during long periods 
of intense activity, they might 
properly have compensating 
periods of normal activity or 
quiet during which the normal 
flow of reinforcements into ow 
pools would make up for the 
heavy strain that had been put 
upon those pools during the pre- 
ceding weeks of so intense Ac- 
tivity. This seemed doubly true 
in view of the great numbers of 
fighting men in North-Western 
Europe, of the coming into the 
Jine of the French army and of 
the Belgian army to do thelr 
share. 

Two Different Aspects 

The Prime Minister has told 
the House that, on November 22, 
General McNaughton himself in 
conference with his staff had 
come to certain conclusions and 
had presented them to the Gov- 
ernment on the evening of that 


STAR, 


TWVRADAY, PRCRMPPR n tant 


Wank A Motley Phat 


Von, Louls St Laurent, lao, 


day As A result of that pros 
sentation had to being myo mind 
to bear upon two diferent 
aspects Of the problem, whieh 
had not before Impresso me ns 
they had perhaps alveady Ime 
pressed some of my collongues, 

Ono was, that without ado- 
quate infantry unlts equal to 
any tasks that the tortunos of 
datto might nt any Ume bring 
into being, none of our troops 
could venture into tho fighting 
lme and our wholo fighting 
effort would remaln pacalyzotl 

t was made to reallve that our 
infantry troops make up only 
one-fifth in numbers of our 
fighting arms, and 1 fell that we 
could not expect periods of com- 
parative ov total inactivity for 
this Infantry to wipe out any 
margin of possible shortage In 
infantry retnforcements, If those 
porlods of comparative or total 
nactlyity had to be shaved by 
the other four-fifths of our fight- 
ing units and all of them rematn 
out of action, 

That was something that Just 
could not be allowed to happen, 
1 readily imagined what use 
Nazi propaganda might make of 
this appearance that the Cana- 
dian forces were no longer in the 
fight. Would It not have been 
used to the dreadful purpose of 
stiffening resistance and pro- 
mising the German people that 
it was an example which other 
Allied forces might soon be dis- 
posed to follow, and that all 
they had to do was to hold on 
long enough and they would 
weur us all out? Who ean tell 
what prolongation of this ters 
rible confllel that might have 
mennt? 

The other aspect T had to con- 
sidor was the possible psychol- 
ogical effect of Inadequate reln- 
forcement pools in the battle 
areas and In England, I was Im- 
pressed by the consideration that 
the possible inadequacy of such 
pools might affoct the morale of 
the men In the fighting lines to 
an extent that would make 
them moro vulnerable In battle; 
this In turn might mean cnsual- 
tles that would not otherwise bo 
Incurred, Now, that considera- 
tion was also of great weight, 
one which each one of us had 
to face in his own consclence, 
Those men in the fighting lines 
are fighting our battles for us 
and at our behest, and their lives 
must be guarded in every way 
that Is dependent upon action 
that can be taken from. here. 


Heeded Prenilér's Appeal 
Now, on November 22 it ap- 
peared that for the reasons 


whieh have albady haen ate 
vaso, or AL lønast for anma 
yenion pool at bal, the pums 
bera required for theae mibatnar» 
Tal roaervea WIRA ha larger 
than were Apl to be proyvtdted n 
Hime by vohijttiy eater alan o 


y (rhe pardonnet Tie our 
Rano ti enerel ae 


View, and no ono DAL a A mul 
altondy trained maii eouta ac 
(ile vequiveniont | therefore 
Headed the pluetanate Appeal 
whieh the Drape Miniater hna 
told you he mni to everyone of 
Hy vollonguon, 

i fully peattted. (ho pianalble 
wul probablo reno tana Anan n 
Broni mny ino omy Provinoe to 
my codot din meee PON to Ko 
w when any hoanta Whilavovor 
ot oompulilon da dded to the 
volhmlwy ayatom for meevive 
averdonn aa tho polloy ot the 
Goverment, Dul d chime here 
to do war Joh and boontino I 
wan dolt by the Prino Miniator 
viphty or wrongly, Lant vould 
beot holp, 1 fool 1 munat AUN po 
on whatovor Why bha tho ins 
eronwo In the difronte of the 
taaa no Jong na IL in mado nps 
paront to mo thal, phono Aiii 
cultlea arlao out ot faota waleh 
havo a bowing on Lho Aoourlty 
ot tho mon who nro dolng no 
much moro for ua than iny» 
thing wo ean do fov theni 

1a folt and 1 hopad that 
eompulaton inlght not bo not 
osnnry to seeuro In time tho res 
quived number of fit and trained 
mon, 1n view of the sagt: 
vont success of tho voluntary 
nyalom In the last few daya and 
thie mounting numbera of fit 
nnd trained men now ‘coming 
forward, there Ia neme Amplo 
jusuriontion for that feeling and 
hat hope, But no chancen 
could be takon about It, and l 
decided that 1 would stand or 
fall with the Prime Minister. 1 
may add, Mr, Speaker, that I 
have takon nnd 1 attit take both 
comfort and prido in that des 
¢cislon, 

Lalo take comfort and pride 
In the knowledge that so long ns 
nny NRMA. mon are available, 
whether now In service or here. 
after enrolled, adequate and 
timely reinioreements ave fully 
assured, And that being Cully 
and amply assured, who can be- 
xeudge me such comfort and 
prido ns L ean got out of tho 
fact that the Increase in the 
conversions from N.RM.A, stn- 
tus to general service seemn to 
Indicate that with the passing of 
the Order-in-Council Itself no 
actual. compulsion may evet 
have to be resorted to? 


WIL Be No Delay 


‘The all Important fact is that 
tho relnforeements will be 
Nelther Insufflelent nor delayed, 
Som members of thin House 
wish to register ngain thel 0p- 
position to the logal extension 
of the locality of servico of those 
N.RM.A, men, but n large ma- 
jority is apt to be recorded 
against the sub-amendmont sups 
ported by those members, If 
such should be the ease, I appeal 
to them to accopt that democra- 
tic decision In a democratic way. 
I om sure they can do so with- 
out Kecepting the conespt of 
democracy which Is somotimes 
asserted: the concept that It ty 
both a legal right and a proper 
exercise of that right for a ma- 
jority to assert its will at all 
timos and in all occasions, ro- 
Rardless of tho feclings nnd 
Viows of the minority and of the 
reasons for such feelings and 
Viows. 

That ts not my concept of the 
Kind of democracy sulted to free 


sews 


of Justice Minister's Speech in Parliame 


total war by waging total war 
Ainst it š 
Now, total war for this young 


Wwhien the flee nation ara wagin 
Ihia war LE to not The bind © 
demirine y heh waa pnyliagal 
hy the Panthera AF Confederation 
| a bind of demp rary thal 
Mil R in full Heution the 
Canatitution Which unites in onn 
nation tbe Aarona elements 
whieh male wt op Canedian 
woule, ‘Phe wlll at the majorty 
[innat ba peapected and I mut 
novall bul i trot phat, bero 
n Canada, the majarily vab al 
wya na I da lobng in Ihia raar, 
natat that vall oniy altei 
ivin thie cons deration ta the 
fasilinne nnd views of the moo 
pity nnd to the peaeane for auh 
foullnge and views, and Chen nly 
to the extent to which tha ma 
nriiy 1» alneerely Conyitye of that 
ho onma) interests of tha 
whole hody Galle pequice that 
HE ba thua nanan ted, 

Much soling haa been stirred 
up avor (he laauo now before this 
l'ous u Wo each of uà have our 
own views fa to how ond why 
thin hns conte Ahont, but what 
ayor bo those viowsa And what: 
over be Lhe rausa nnd whenever 
there may he room for blame 
nod recrininations, tharo had 
vomo dito existence h peal and A 
pravo alluallon whieh had to be 
inel and whieh had to ba deall 
with, 

Unity ta Urged 


Holley ine nas ldo (hint the ma» 
forty In Cia House, after gly tne 
lia beat consideration po the fact: 
whieh haye beon brought te 
ight dn thia long and anpa 
dobnto, In alneoroly convinced the 
isine Of thla OrderelaeCounell 
nC, WADE waa nocnesnry to the 
nopor conduct of the nffalra of 
[iin Canadian body politie as n 
whole; and bolleving ns 1 do thet 
whenever the majority, atter full 
consultation and mature detibes 
vation, ceachen n conclusion of 
that dnd, He de proper the mine 
orlty should accept I and 10)» 
ally nasist dn carrying It outy l 
appeal tonll tho Members of this 
Houte, whatever muy have boen 
thelr Individual vlown whether 
to do more or to do lea (han 
the Ovder-tu-Counel) provides 
to tito and fo naart to the men 
oversens that thin nation, Mon 
one ocean to the othon stands 
pledged to n victory that ho 
decisive and that will endure, 


Mr, Sponkor, we have been 
wged in tho courao of this de 
bate to keep our oyo œn Ihir 


ball Wo muat koop our eye on 
the ball, but the ball te the do- 
clive pnd enduring vietory 1 
self; and derialvo and enduring 
vietory still roqulroa ns well both 
the herole efforta of our Navy, 
our Army and our Alr Foree, 
and the full and continuing 0° 
operation of wll our farmert, and 
fishermen and foresters, and 
minora; all those whe toll in our 
shipyards, our factorlea, owr 
munition planta, our transportas 
tion aystom, our Inboratories and 
our administration offie the 
members of owr National War 
Finance Comrnilttes and all 
those to whom they make thelr 
verlodical appenta for further 
unda, 'Uhero In etii a job for 
cach mid everyone of usto 0, 
and itean be dono only through 
(ho united offorta af ws ah, 
Whatever be our individual view 
About the bost method to rae 
mon for military service ove 
KENA, ; 

Lat ua neglect nothing Wat 
necessary for victory, but, of 
other hand, let us strive 
dolng ond saying anything 
Is not really necessary and 
Might destroy or impale 
Wolly whieh hins made and 14 
required to make our © 
strong and constant and sv 


tha! 


(nl 


men; tho kind of democracy for 


ul, 


hiss 


Impossible, Says Bra 


His Party Backs Equal Re 
-. And Equal Sacrifice f or 


4 


sponsi 


All, He 


By James A, Oastler 
wae Star Steff Co 
OTTAWA, Dec. 7—Ir there cant be anit Y 
Df wifining the war, what chance Will there 
oan unite to face the tasks of peace t a 
m question which John Bracken, heal 
party, posed to the l i 
tiee party people of this 


in Canad 


f the Progressi 
Dominion in a 
Tided, “Reinforcements or Betrayal,’ 
b 3 ayal” Mr, 
policy of his party favored no one, it imposed a 
eft no stigm a 


Joad on anyone, and it l 
a wh aang 
when every section of the nation Dene war Was 


accepts as the basic condilion of 
nationhood equal responsibilities 
for all and equal sacrifices for all 
in times of war as well as 
coukl there be national un 
The leader of the P 
Conservatives charged th re 
ment with having toyed with the | H i 
will of the majority in this war | 
not for the nation’s good but for 


Reviews Party’s Stand 
The last six y 
national] crisis 


Not reassuring, 
(moved the 
in peace | idence m 
ity. 

rogressive 
e Govern-| e sXty-odd 
ome Arny. 


“What Parliament 


beén shaken since | Part with any 


time Minister, 


ties and he styled this an unwar 
ittack. To substantiate this 
Statement he reviewed the stand 
of the party since the outbreak of 
the war and said it was a Policy 
which the party adopted at the 
convention in Winnipeg and “has 
mever since departed from.” 


ings and double-talk 
him the confidence n 
own Cabinet but of t 
porters in the House 
eral public as well.” 

“The Canadian peo 
Bracken, “are 
today for the „kind 
[given by the Prime 


last 27 years.” 
supporters and of different groups 
who do not wish to face the cone 
sequences of an election”, it would 
be a vote to sustain a divided 
Ministry. In the Government there 
were Ministers absolutely opposed 
to conscription and others who 
had Completely lost faith in the 
voluntary system. 

The vote would not be one of 
confidence, it would be merely a 
suspended sentence. 

Manipulation Claimed 

Mr. Bracken saic that “Mr, King 
wculd not be Prime Minister to- 
Gay but for his manipulation of 


The Conservativ 
{stating his party’s st 
on June 19 of this 


McTague, national 


declare: 


delay the 


|ments from the De 
| National Defence as 


“He has played one section 
against the other and he has 
played it to a point where he has 
brought this cocntry to the very 
værge of national disaster and in- 
ternational dishonor,” said the 
Progressive Conservative chief- 
tain. “In the last two years, when 
men have been dying for their 
country, he has attempted to bol- 
s:er himself in power by ignoring 
the majority. 

“He held a plebiscite. Canada 
gave the answer. He passed legis- 

ior conforming to that answer. 
But that legislation he never put 
into effect for purely political rea- 
sons. Had Mr. King acted in ac- 
cordance with the mandate he re- 
ceived in the plebiscite, this crisis 
which has shaken national unity 
to lis very foundation could never | 
have arisen. 

Charges Quibbling 

“The people of Canada ac- 
cepted Mr. King’s assurance that 
conscription would be imposed if 
and when jt became necessary for 

adequate reinforcement of 
our fighting men. -It is now plain 
that he is quibbling on the mean- 
Ing of his own pisdee and mis- 
leading the people of Canada 
when he made it. ie ay 

“The net result of this session,” 
said Mr. Bracken, “and the past 
six weeks of controversy and delay 
may be summed up briefly: 

“First, the Prime Minister 
dropped Colonel Ralston whose 
policy was right, and took In 
General McNaughton whose pol- 
Icy, like that of the Government, 
was wrong. The Government thus 
lost {ts best minister in the cab- 
inet, and took in his place one 
who but a few months previously 
it had been dismissd from his post 
overseas, 

“Sécond, the Government was 
forced to adopt, in part, the pol- 
icy of the man the Prime Min- | 
ister had dismissed; and to dis- 
card the policy of the Prime Min- | 
ister and his new Minister of De- 


essary Order-in-Coun 
passed making 
ments available’.” 


gency, surely there 


| tainly it receives the 
of this party,” said N 


throughout where t 


Legion has stood, 


required.” 


ments by the leaders 
the Communist party 
when war broke out. 
now call upon their 
others to back the 
and get on wi 
ning the war. 

of the war, however, 
1941, the ady: 
members of 


helping to lose the 
was a war to perpe 
Imperialism. 


"If they had had 
the outbreak of thls 


less authorized, a sin 
sailor, 
for’ us overseas, 
clear, They 


Now they 


overseas. 
lyes alon 


over ‘themse 
| tack." , 


Mr. Bra 
ernment has “unw' 
beginning in supply! 
ed reinforcements. 


n, 


eks had seen a badly split Cabinet — each 
shake the country Suspicious of the other, 


necessary i 
council should be passed making 
reinforcements from the Home 
Army available overseas. 

‘Mr. McTague pointed out that 
since the war we had many state- 


these 


would not have permi 


were opposed 
i sending any expediti 


Unity Uiider Premier King 


cken 


ity 
ys 


bil 
Sa 


a on a policy 


er be that the country 
reconstruction? 


That was 
ve Conservas 
radio address 


sald (hat the 
share of the 
over, Only 


erecy, and what it saw there was 
What It saw re- 
last vestige of any con- 
oe the Government, What | 
f saw was a Cabinet wilh no co- 
j2esion—one section determined to 
Send overseas no more than 16,000 | 
thousand in the 


saw was A 
part 
and neither 


confidence in the 
Pi What Parliament 
saw revealed was a Cabinet led by 
[a Man whose twistings and turn- 


ave lost for 
ot only of his 
he party sup- 
and the gen- 


ple,” said Mr, 


paing a big price 


of leadershi 
Minister an 


certain of his associates over the 


Urged On June 19 


e _ chieftain, 
and said that 
year “two 


weeks after D-day,” Hon. C. P. 


chairman of 


the Progressive Conservative party 
d that. “without an hour's 


order-in- 


partment of 
to the urgen- 


= = cy of reinforcements, and he 
the racial problem in thic coun- |&đded,” said Mr. Bracken, “that 
ur ‘national honor demands that 


without an hour's delay the nec- 


cil should be 
reinforce- 


“In this time of national emer- 


will be no 


Canadian who will find it in_his 
heart to deny that appeal. 


Cer- 
endorsement 
Mr, Bracken, 


Wants Selective Draft 
“On this matter I have stood 


he Canadian 
and that Is 


where I stand today—for the selec- 
tive draft—compulsory and fair— 
and for using the men the Govern- 
ment has sheltered so long in its 
Home Army for service wherever 


“What has been the stand of the 
parties?” asked Mr, Bracken. 
“I have before me various state- 


of what was 
of Canada 
These men 
arty and 
overnment 


th the job of win- 
From-the-beginning 


unti] June 


ice we had from the 
that party was (hat 
we would be better employed in 
war, because It 


tuate sinister 


“Where stood the C.C.F.? 


their way 
war thi 
tted, much 
le Canadian 


at 
e 


g. 


soldier or alrman to fight 
Their record Is 


to 
onary forces 
are tumbling 
g a different 


Confidence Impossible 


said that the Gov- 
cken sa {ingly made a 


much need- 


“He added that 


fidence in the 


| 
| 


Such confidence,” he said, “will 
never be restored until there ds 
placed in office a government tha 
Is united in policy and purpose, 0 
government that is determined 
that this ration will not waste its 
man-power for political ends or 
call upon its sons unequally for 
party gain.” 

“Such a government,” said Mr. 
Bracken, “it now is clear will not 
be obtained until there is an ap- 
peal to the people. 

Says Majority Ignored 

“In future we must see to it that 
no political party deliberately ig- 
nores the majority in Canada and 
gets away with it,—and the maj- 
ority in Canada has been ignored.” 

Mr., Bracken added that the 
minorities in the country also 
“have been deceived, doubly de- 
ceived—when party politicians 
promised there would be no expe- 
ditionary force sent overseas and 
when they promised there would 
be no compulsory service for over- 
seas,” 

“As a result of this kind of 
leadership,” said Mr, Bracken, 
“this nation is divided today. And 
Canada cannot stand divided, ìt 
can stand only if it's united.” 

“The party I lead stands for 
Canadlan unity,” he added. “It be- 
Neves that Confederation cannot 
endure on a foundation of inequity. 
It bellevesthere can be lasting unity 
only when there is an approach to 
the equal sharing of burdens; and 
this will only come when every 
section of the nation accepts as 
the basic condition of nationhood 
—equal responsibilities for all and 
equal sacrfices for all jin time of 
war as well as in time of peace, 


Policy Clear 


“The policy of his party with 
respect to reinforcements and 
man-power în time of war is very 
clear and specific, It is the policy 
I approved and accepted at Win- 
nipeg before becoming its leader. 
It fs the policy from which this 


d} were asked to support 


han would appear on the surface. 
hs Members of the House of 
Commons were not asked, EnS 

i s war effort. 
port a vigorous V Ta Gone 
ernment's policy, ‘its’ policy; and 
Members of Parliament had to 
satisfy themselves of what that 
policy was.” 

Policy Reversed 

He pointed out that the Govern- 
men's policy of maintaining the 
voluntary system was reversed 
after the first day’s adjournment 
of Parliament and the next day, 
making 16,000 of 60,000 trained 
Home Army personnel available 
for overseas. 

Mr. Bracken added there was 
“not a word in the Ordgr-in-Coun- 
cil about maintaining the volun- 
tary system. All press reports em- 
anating from Ottawa on this sub- 
ject were to the effect the Govern- 
ment had resorted to conscrip- 
tion." 

“Yet on the same day, the new 
Minister of National Defence, Gen- 
eral McNaughton,” said Mr. Brac- 
ken, “astounded the Hous2 by an- 
nouncing the Government was still 
determined to rely primarily on 
the voluntary system.” 

“There is only one method that 
can now be adopted with any rea- 


sonable degree of satisfaction to 
those serving in the Armed, 
Forces," said the Conservative 
chieftain. “The National Re- 


sources Mobilization Act should be 
applied to the services as a whole. 
As it is ‚there are now three clas- 
ses of Canadian soldiers: 

_1, General Service men for ser- 
vice anywhere; 

2; Home Army men for service 
In certain designated areas; 

3. Home Army men to stay in 
Canada only where they are not 
needed, 

“Surely we have differences 
enough in this country and suf- 
ficient sources of national dis- 
unity without maintaining in Can- 


party has never since departed. 
“Some say it will not win us a 

large number of seats in certain 

sections of Canada. I do not sub- 


| Ing of polities, 


scribe to that view. In any even 
the policy is right, because the 
natlon cannot last on any other, 
“Our policy favors no one, im- 
poses on no One an unfair share 
of the load, leaves upon no one 


any stigma when the War is 
over. In my Judgment that_is the 
policy this nation needs and is 


determined to have when the war 
Is over, I need scarcely add that 
the party I lead means to leave 
no stone unturned io sce that 
the nation's will In this respect 
shall not again be thwarted.” 
Quotes Resolution 
Mr. Bracken, charging the play- 
sald that when 
{wp weeks ago, 
House of Com- 
“lo support n 
idence in the 


Parliament met 
Members of the 
mons were asked 
resolution of conf 


Government, moved 
Minister in these tare te Prime 


““This House will aid the Gov- 
ernment in its policy of maintain- 
in orous war effort,’ 


there “can be no con a vi 
fence. Says Cabinet Split policy ofa government mi a mauna nim a an resolution,” sald Mr. 
“Th! ent has had aljof vital concern In whic sn, * $ ooe nrus 
Pres EE of abla ase a sharp division in the Ministry.! noun its __ has: more impatiekee 


ada three categories of soldiers. 
The time is long past when a more 
honest policy should be applied 


without fear or favor throughout 
this country,” 


First “greenhorns” 
in France who’had t 
horn-shaped hats to 
they were hankrupt. 
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A STATESMAN-LIKE UTTERANCE 
Hon. Louis St Laurent's contribution 

to the reinforcement €ebste in the House 

of Commons offered impressive testimony 
f from one who is determined to do his full 


whatever the personal or 
Re: political consequences. His definition of atti- 
tude, his adherence to the democratic prin- 
: = ciple, places him among those great Canadians 
| who, without surrendering one iota of their 
pride of race, put country ahead of party, 
duty before self-interest 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier stood before the House | 
of Commons in parallel] circumstances and 
effirmed his faith in democracy. The Minis- | 


ter of Justice must have been proudly aca 
of the parallel when he uttered this confes- 
sion of faith: 


“Believing as I do that the majority 
in this House, after giving its best con- 
sideration to the facts which have been 
brought to light in this Jong and earnest 
debate, is sincerely convinced the pass- 
ing of this Order-in-Council P.C., 8691, 
was necessary to the proper conduct of 
the affairs of the Canadian body politic 
as a whole; and believing as I do that 
whenever the majority, after full consul- 
tation and mature deliberation, reaches a 
conclusion of that kind, it is proper the 
minority sbould accept it and loyally 
assist in carrying it out, I appeal to all 
the members of this House whatever may 
have begn their individu J _views— 
whetter to do more or to do Ie ian 
the Order-In-Council provides—to unite 
and to essert to the men overseas that 
this natiou, from one ocean to the other, 
stands pledged to a victory that will be 
decisive and that will endure.” b 


This, in different words but with equal 
sincerity and eloquence, ia what Sir Wilfrid 
Lipurier sald in 1917. Mr. 5t. Laurent’s 
‘appeal is addressed not only to tbe House 
put to bis compatriots. Sowas Sir Wilfrid's. 
Both were concerned to preserve the unity of 
the nation and were prepared to accept the 
responsibility of an unpopular decision to 
‘achicve and maintain that unity- Statesman- 
“ship can find no higher Jevel. 


| 


—.— 


(Gazotle Rosident Correspondent.) | homo Cefonce forces on active ser- 
December 0, — Admit- 


Ollawa, 


majority in a democratic way, 


A fourth English-s 
eral announced tonigi 
vote for the 
ment when George 
ernment 
but Mr. 
would vote for 
motion should 
Conservative 
defeated, 


olicy on 
Bruickshank 
the 
the 


The afternoon and evening ses- 
three Quebec French 
Liberals ES ee 
ies him Drummond - Artha a), Vine 
BES further Hants ediate issues|Dupuis (Chambly-Rouville) and J. 
‘A Crete (St. Maurice-Lafleche) an- 
jnounce they would vote against the 
where In his address, “that this nation must government and for the Jean 


x sions also saw 
Mr. St. Laurent’s definition of attitude speaking 


before the House, “I believe,” he said else- 


amendment, but they said 


continue to contribute its full share to the were remaining 


joint efforts of that gallant company of freo 
nations pledged and determined to achieve 
and to consolidate that kind of victory.” That 
“gallant company’ of which the Minister 
speaks is composed, not alone of Canadians, 
not alone of French-Canadians; it comprises 


in announcing he 


ed, “The Liberal party is 
just as dead as the Tory 
Other Quebec 
said they 
government ont 


end Charles 


t (Levis) 
S \ and South). 


of the Nazi evil and to the victory of free | {Quebec West 
men. Progressive 
nouncing they 
ihe government 


would vote 
The Minister of Justice represents a con- motion, and 
stituency in which opposition remains strong 
to compulsory service. He represents a 
province in which opposition is widespread 
and sincere. It was therefore an act of high 
courage to accept, as he did, “the possible 
and probable reactions among a great many 
in my Province to my conduct in accepting 
to go on when any measure whatsover 
of compulsion is added to the voluntary sys- 
tem for service overseas as the policy of the 
Government.” It will be noted that the 
Minister places no limitations on his decision, 
He is prepared to accept whatever measure 
may be necessary to ensure the success of 
Canada’s all-out war effort and, above all, 
to ensure the maintenance of our fighting 
forces overseas, 

His further words illuminate a high con- 
cept of duty and responsibility: 

“But I came here,” he sald, “to do a 
war job and because it was felt by the 
Prime Minister, rightly or wrongly, that 
I could be of help. I feel I must go on 
whatever may be the increase in the 
difficulties of the task, so long as it is 
made apparent to me that those difficul- 
ties arise out of the facts which have a 
bearing, on the security of the men who 


are doing sọ much more for us than any- 
thing we can do for them,” 


FIFTY SPEECHES 


of confidence 
and 


Picard (Bellechasse), 


for complete application 


Joseph Jean 
which permits the 
to vote against 


government motion. 


correspondence between 


ber 31 


conscription, 


Falley somersault when 


ng bowed 


limited to the 
N.R.M.A, men overseas. 


which the House listened 
questioning of Gen. 


liament was permitted to 


Such a clear statement of purpose, clothed 
in splendid eloquence uttered with the 
sincerity no one denies tho Minister, nnd 
based on the inescapable logic of Canada’s 
war aims, should help persuade others in thy, 
House and country, both French and English, 
where thelr duty Iles. 


a secret pog 
ing of Genera 


conversions from N.R.M.A 
eneral service 
hat with the 


seems to 


to” 


OTTAWA ACTION Bracken Charges. 
GIVEN SUPPORT Zs Manipulated by 
BY ST. LAURENT 


Bul Justioo Minister Says Gon- 
| sorption May Bo Unnecessar 
It Drattoes Keep Enlisting 


Graydon sub-amend- 
Cruickshank 
(Fraser Valley) criticizad the gov- 
conser: puen, 

added he 

government 
Progressive 
sub-amendment e 


Liberal supporters. 
J. F. Pouliot (ind. L. Temiscouata) 
would s 
against the government motion an 

for the Jean sub-amendment declar- 
dead. The 


Prime Minister has killed it. 


independents who 
would vote against the 
he stand that they 


men of all nations pledged to the overthrow ,opposed conscription were M. Bour- 


Conservatives 


raydon amendment were ’ 
ya * e| S:t Paul's), H. R.| asking for dissolution. 
vy MR. > 


ya R yo 
‘Adamson (York West anavan 


At least 50 speeches have al- 
ready been delivered since t 
Prime Minister moved his motion |do his utmost to avert a 
in the government, 
three sub-amendmenis have |lasted. It simply means that unless 
been ruled out of order, one moved | the fighting in Europe ends before 
by the C.C.F. group, one by the So-| the middle of April there will be} © 
cial Credit Party and one by L. P.| dissolution at that time and a gen- 


Now there are before the House | in 
the government's main motion, 
opposition amendment which calls | sion of the terms of parliament and 


scription, and a sub-amendment of 
(Mercier - Montreal) | don’s 
Quebec members | tution fixes a date for the people to || 
e conscription and | exercise their right to send their| 
then, if they choose, to support the | representatives 


_ This emergency or spec 
sion began on November 22 with|ther from my min 
Mr. King reading to the House the| than to have an extension of the 


and Col. J. L, Ralston who on Octo- 
was forced to resign be- 
cause he insisted upon adoption of 


But on the very evening of No- 
vember 22 the government took its 


to the insistent de- 
mands of six of his colleagues in 
the cabinet and the next day in the 
House announced conscription but 
sending of . 16,000 


There followed two days during 


McNaughton, new Defence Minister, 
who though without a seat in Par- 


piace in the chamber where he was 
ombarded with queries, 

there came an entire day devoted to 
for further question- 
McNaughton, 

“The fact that the Increase In the 
. Status to 


ssing of th = 
in-council taai no, actual eT 
ton may aver bave tes be resorted 


Pr 


Ottawa, December 6, —)— John 
Bracken, National Progressive Con- 
seryative leader, sald tonight a gen- 
eral election In the near future 
might prove unavoidable and in 
any event It should not be post- 
poned beyond the life of Parlia- 
mont. 

Mr, Bracken, speaking over a 
Canadian Brondcasting oration 
nelwork under the plan which pro- 
vides frea time for political broad- 
cats, reviewed the stand taken by 
the government and other parties 
on ovorseas reinforcements an 
called for actlon placing all 68,000 


vico. 


edicted the gov- 
now 
carry 

and said it 
t of those 
ished to 


—e— 


King Says He Has No Thoug 
ol Prolonging Term 


— 


By F. `C. MEARS 
(Gazette Resident Correspondent) 
Ottawa, December 6.—The King 
Government will make no move to 
extend the life of this 19th Par- |} 
liament which will normally expire 
on April 16, Prime Minister Mac- 
kenzie King assured Parliament to- 
day in reply to questions by Gor- 

don Graydon, opposition chief. 
It was also stated by the Prime 
Parent| Minister that to him it would be 
“wholly unthinkable,” to have the 
an-| government continuc in power for a 
against | Jengthy period after the parliamen- 
for the} tary term had ended, that, in other 
G.| words, there would be no delay in 


sub- 
they 


vote 


It is 


party. 


_Mr. Kogi repearea fits prevNus 
= no tho: al £ aüs 
ada ¿wouid not NE inet con- 
stitútional right to select~a_yey| 
Parliament every five years, 31 
the| though he would at the same time 

eneral 
urope 


election while the war in 


eral election called for some date 
the early part of June, 

the “I have been against the exten- 
of con- | legislatures right along,” said Mr. 
King in answer to Gordon Gray- 
uestions. “When the consti- 


a to a new parlia- 
ment I think the constitution should || 
ial ses- | be respected. Nothing has been far- || 


at any time 
himself | term of the present parliament b 
yond that which is fi ne 
consutuugn ca, Ce hxedybynthe 
” to whether the 
a ag continue, to be 
o the time o e expirati 
term, would then seek to akeas 
long time before it asked for dis- | 
solution I have not any thought t 
the kind. My desire js that if at ali 
possible the government should co, 
tinue in office, discharging te 
duties as a government called ts 
to administer affairs in time o 
so. long as the war continues 
avoid the possi ty of an ele 


overnmen 
Sa office ne 


Premier 


to_ close 
L. 


have never thought i | 
able,” said Mr. King, “if It conais: | 
prevented that there should b be 
general election in Canada wh: a 
men were fighting at the front, ile 
less it became obviously nec 
So far as I can see at the mome,; | 
the endeavor will be, if the govecn* 
ment is sustained, to carry on who: 
the war continues, but not bey, He f 
tne! period fixed by the constity 


take a 


Later 


indicate 


re ado 


Ottawa, December 6.— M —The jt yy y 
Ga Í O their votes on the Issue of con: 
Emed (aoia: Cap tonight decided fo ex- idence in the Rovemment mems 
fon at verse tend the hours of tomorrow's ur crs of the House of Comnions lo» 
ervice, 2 R ting in an effort to end the special | day Predicted a Majority ranging 
“I can view some overseas _Peinforcement sitting by from 30 to for ihe government 
sald tan, Ue ss wrong and tomorrow night. When the vote ts takon sonvollme 
hat thet yoluntary, AON A motion providing for sessions this week, 
em,” he Rer bat to start at 1 am, EDT, instead} This prediction applies to the 
zew of tha vho ald it on the of 3 p.m. was Presented by Prime | main Motion which declares {hal 
some n to abandi ei Minister Mackenzie King who said | the ouse will support the overn- 
roluntary RD 9 foxy gov- e had conferred during tonight's | ment in its Policy of malnia: ning a 
spect the ginner recess with Gordon Gray- 

on, 


eee 
Anti amendment calling toy making a 
time it might have Sn unsettling | home defence troops Hable for sor- 
effect g the ante ` vice in any theatre of war is not ex- 
> Tr. K hy f i hooped mem: | pected to attract much support oul- 
ers would curtai E REE of that party but sl least two 
their speeches making it possible Liberals, James ` Sinclair of Van- 
10 reach the first division on A sub- couver North and Harry Leader of 
nameni tonight or early to. Portage la Prairie will’ vote for it. 
In reply to a question by Mr, a 
Graydon the Prime Minister said 
no other business “Was to be 
brought before this sitting. 
Pith a substantial block of Que- 
i bec members sull uncommitted as 
to the 
staff then and l De- 
rank Er would not 
fence 7 
comment assumed the 
Gen. Bnrtague after De re- 
chief of seff èus af Li-Gen. 
urement resty 
Kenneth fur 
= 


forte ke 
ay 
St 


gressive . C 
House leader: 


Conservative 
CCP. leader and Johy 


Coldwell), SO 


n Blackmore pro; 
Social Credit House leader, ain tot 
“There seems to be general | a general 
desire that the vote be not 


prolonged," N 


be defeated 
were continged for 
g 


> 
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zZ A MATTER OF REASON, CONSCIENCE ern oe i 

i mt i ines are fighting our ba $ 

D| Miers nee H eee te must be guarded in every: way 

E > k rag i on action that can be taken from here. 

| Saa ie See ds that the issue before the House of Com- 

is ey toe — melee by political manoeuvring and So clouded 
ji a pee aea brought back to the simple but 
by counsi 


S which are 
lt Is. is a matter of lives—of live: hich 
urgent reality that it is. It 


i must be guarded by us in 
ie sony eo Se e were spoken in 2 Te 
paer way S p in the House of Commons by Hon. me S 
riety vesten ae Justice. They were part of a speech tp : 
Laurent, rae ity—a speech in which the fundamen ve 
Pierie nora irelevant, and the issue was presented clearly 
be i tion. — 

"a EERE ‘St-Laurent disregarded the mage Ve 
i 4 `H this fully into acco it, 
p Bes . beat E o to become sonnard vilh a 
iue which is primary. “Much feeling has been be ice a 
l issues now before the House,” he says. Everyo 


Vigorous way effort. 
O © amendments now before 
the Hou 


Progressive 


House Session May End T, onight; 
Big Government Majority Likely 
a 


i at 

“ew as to how and why this has come about. hal pomp le 

è grave and real siluation has come into exis 5 A he 

t with. “The all important fact,” he poin 4 i , 

orcements will be neither insufficient nor pa y ie diie 

He declares the matter to be self-evident rie A cae 

Bent need is now to be met in time only by sen ante G 

j aleady trained, and that the only raene ca meai 

Tong are to be found in ee nis rin g cee ha dofie 

| a stem of voluntary en : a olsen 

| Ray Main aeeai, but considers the o arnel an 
H ù because on the matter of reinforcements oe 
ken jy compulsion is needed, it must be used. 

ý £ ° tives to using the 

And he presents and analyzes the alterna e je 

ition, The first of these is that of letting the toy helene 

i} nie battle without ei ola See re a Meer 

i i iders inacce x m 

Eae he aider upon ‘ihe morale of the Bd ies 

man who must face the enemy with OS mer 7 Saja 

target for the enemy's weapons. dn short, E great 

tig Talsed casualties, “Now, that consideration was . A, hea 

tht,” he says, “one which each one of us had to face 


fs 


oxcopl for 


Conviction that all will) 


I 


As for the other course of actlon—that of limiting 
the Canadian Army—he presented a refutation equal 
yel heard in Parliament, This alternative was Some! 
“Just could nót be allowed to happen.” I would be p 

| Ined, ho sold, what use the Nazi propagandists would 
fact that (he Canadians were withdrawing from the fi 

| have the “dreadful purpose” of stiffening the enemy resistance and 
of allowing the German leaders to declare that other Allied nations | 
Woukl soon follow, and that all that Germany would have to do| 
Would be to hold on long enough and 7 vad would f 
“Alles out, “Who can tell,” he asks, “hat Prolongation of this |- 
terrible confllot that ay have meant?" ; 


the actión £ 


b 
Mr, St. Laurent is fully aware of the difficultie 
may ralse. “But I came here to do a war 
that I must still 
ties of the lask, 
diMeultles ariso out of facts which have a be. 
of the men 
‘ean do for 
Though Mr, 


il £ Which his stand | 
Job,” he says, “ I feel | 


St, Laurent declares that he stands with his Je 
his speech can only place in an unfortunate contrast those wi 
his leader has made. For while Mr. King made the most of į ? 
vant side-issues, Mr, St, Laurent has rigorously ruled them ough | 
while Mr, King resents that we should have to make “this further | 
sacrifice” i 

necessary obligation to King 
to understand” have been 


> 
St. Laurent} 


akes much of 


an owes to those men in the front 
lines who are fighting his battles for him. . 


Some Reflections on the Present Crisis 
(Le Droit, Ottawa.) 

have done, 

«| tween two 

becoming ap- 

Parent for those who care 

clearly, 

One must cerlainly 
that the two traditional Parties are 
infused with the Same imperialistic 
spirit _ Matter of rej 


Dividing ourselves be- 
Parties dominated b 
English-Canadians who do not think } 

in ei domestic or f 
are i $ 


of the 
- Party, 
ressed 


s that not.what we 
nessed in the 
e Tories hay 

themselves very 
ject. Is it necessary to recall) the 
War of 1914 to i 


ring up 
names of Borden, Meighen and Ben- 
nett? We do not K so. It is suf- 
i to review rapidly the atti- 
Conservatives Since the 
beginning of the prese 


> common 
t to mMediate 
pts to Euro 
mplain that 
n deceived. The: ar 
authors of their own defeat. 


1 A should not blame the 
The Liberals have acted with less anadians so elves, 
candor, They ye been orced by] The English. Stitute 
eir pledges to disguise ‘their at-) a majority in th 
itude, Sut this camouflage has not dina i 
Succeeded in i i 


Policy. They have acted 


Ty. 
PS 


d putting overseas Conscription 
to force, Tt w; be so with 
Party. The war of 1939 
- The Liberals have done 
exactly as the Conservatives did in 
914, 


For the next 25 years t! 


he Liberals 
will be unable i 


itself as eternally a mi 
to brandish the administered bya board 
Spectre of conscription and par-| of e having 
ticipation in imperialistic w 


and 
ars to] views pphosed to the interests and 
extort the support of Canadian | views of this minority, 
Voters. The present war has made 


P 
it evident to those wh 
to close their 


> 


$ >o o 
© do not wish 


However, how may the lessons of 
e present war be utilized? 


dge the sincerity of pi 
There is =o ground | Ju : 

for expecting ‘a Purely Canadian| their actions. The party sı 
policy from either of 


still so strong that one cou er- 

suade oneself to adhere to a party 
ametrically op- 

sts of our p! 


Ù 4 
The present war, fur 


ther, has re- 
vealed that French-Canadj 
a serious mistake in 
themselves 1 
which refuse to accept i 
of view on broad i 
Canadian Polley It is ridiculous to i] 
look for our leaders among the] th 
English-Canadians, around whom sire 
we have built an unlimited confid- 
ence, and who do not pdopt our 
opinlons. However, that is what we 


an‘fest such [il-f 
be ous leaders, | 
an 


of 


12 
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A NATION'S HEALTH 
i Is 


| A NATION'S WEALTH 


SSS 


ADEQUATE REINFORCEMENTS 
PLEDGED 
HE reinforcement debate has ended in the 
T House of Commons and the Government 
has been sustained on the motion of confi- 
dence. This had been a foregone conclusion 
ever since the leading figures in the con- 
troversy stated their views in the House— 
indeed, the result was probably determined 
when the Government changed its policy and 
decided to send draftees overseas as rein- 
forcements. That wes the issue on which the 
House was called together. The moment the 
Govegnment decided, in response to the public 
wil, to send draftees overseas, at that 
moment the country was satisfied that, the 
purpose of its outcry had been fulfilled. 


An analysis of the vote on the main 
motion and the amendments will be found 
eleewhere in this paper. The division, in 
general, was along party lines except for the 
French-Canadian Members and a few Liberal 
bolters from otber parts of the country, It 
was to be expected that the majority of 
French-Canadian Members would vote against 
the principle of conscription without neces- 


sarily voting against the Government on the 
n A formula for allowing them 


j : Bede ts found in the amendment of 
Joseph Jean, and asa result poper 
Quebec Members voted against the 
ment on the all-important motion. 
wnat is interesting and illuminating as 


e ttitudes is the 
- definin| ‘French-Canadian & 
fier taken by the French-Canadian ais 
: i ers, All of them voted for the Governmen 


a motion and none voted for the 


* opposition vastly different from what has 


anti-conseription amendment, There la re- 
flected here Quebec's general acceptance of a 
situation which, while not wholly to its liking, 
was takon to be Inevitable, Had the French- 
Canadian Ministers resigned, as many €x- 
pected them to do, when the Government 
changed its enlistment policy, there oul 
have sprung up in this Province a type of 


already appeared. As it is, Quebec has been 
given responsible leadership and the people 
have responded admirably to their appeals 
for obedience to the law. 

The Government is now pledged to keep 
the Canadian Army overseas fully reinforced, 
whatever may be the luck of battle. That 
was what the people wanted and what they 
have obtained, As time goes on the fruits 
of this policy will appear. The people will 
be vigilant to see that not again shall our 


overseas situation degenerate to the point 
where public outcry is needed to remedy it. 
This vote in the House is not to be read as 
a political victory or a political defeat; it 
was a victory for the popular will, expressed 
democratically and responded to democratic- 
ally. 


WANT TO TRAVEL? DON'T! 


ACH war year‘about this time there has 
been an urgent appeal from the authori- 
{les against unnecessary travel during the 
holiday season, Even in what normally are 
slack seasons, ,public carriers are overloaded 
by pleasure seekers. And during the 


Christmas and New Year period, life be- 
comes just one tremendous nightmare for 
the transportation industry, 


If you have been thinking of taking a 
trip, think a little more, Remember these 


things: From December 22nd to January 4th, |. 
practically every service man and woman in|, 


Canada will be moving in some direction on 


special five-day leave; a great movement of |: 


home defence troops is under way; hundreds 


of veterans of the Huropean fronts are ex- 7 


pected home on long service leave; hundreds 
of other veterans will be returning under 
hospitalization or routine transfers; move- 
ment of munitions is being increased to meet 
the heavy expenditure on the Western Front; 
drafts of reinforcements, already coast-bound, 
probably are being Increased from day to 
day under the new Government policy, 

The railways are a part of the machinery 
of war, Early today Premier King warned 
that the war situation is “more serious than 
could be imagined,” Don't sabotage that 


machine hy needless travel, 


Premier’s 
Triumph 
Acclaimed 


‚Majority of 73 
Surprise to Many 


The text of Premier Kin 
closing the debate on the Guoeech 
ment’s confidence motion 
various votes tah, 
poge four. 


OTTAWA, Dec. 3 (Star 
Special by Staff Correspon- 
dent)—The thumping major- 
ity accorded the Dominion 
Government in the House of 
Commons early this morning 
is regarded as Probably pro- 
ductive of great stabilization in 
the Cabinet, in Parliament, and 
in the country. 

That the King Government 
would be sustained there had 
been no doubt. That despite 
some 27 defections from its 
Quebec following it should still 
come through with a majority 
of 73 was astonishin 
People. 


This was possible because the 


, and 
en will be found ea 


g to most 


Government was supported not only” 


by so great a bulk of Liberals but 
by the C.C.F. and the Soclal Credit 
parties intact and the several ins 
dependents, 
Vote Favored “Effort” 

The Progressive Conservatives 
votet against the amendment 
which called for aiding the Gov- 
ernment “in maintaining a vigor- 
ous war effort.” The word “policy”! 
relating to the war effort had 
been eliminated by the C.C.F. That, 

feats it easier for them to vote 
for the Government, Progressive 
| Conservatives “were suspicious of 
its implicatlons‘ang took no 
chances in the matter. of main- 
laining “a vigorous war effort.” 

As members started to get away 
ena the Capital today the general 
view was thal the < 
session, Recla in Dota hes men 
a Epod purpose, 
> October the Cabinet situa- 

‘tion vas really disturbed. Outside 
agitation came to be large. After 
the Ralston resignation and the 
exchange of correspondence jt 


and of what Tater 
about a change of policy, 


What It Means 


The effective result of this 
morning's vote in the House is 
that it is a vote of confidence by 
'hreeof the Parllamen parties 
less some Liberal dissenters, jn 
the Government going ahead with 
vigor. The war situation being of 
the gravity the Prime Minister 
described, vigor will be necessary, 


Liberals are very ha PY Over ` 


what has happened an declare 
that, the situation in his Govern. 
ment and in his party being What 
It was, only under Mr, King coulq 
the Government have emerged as 
it did. For the Prime Minister th 
consider jt to be the “greatest 
Iriumph in his whole career”, as 
it has been described. 

The majority was such as to 
suggest that even without the 
support of the ex-Minlater of Na- 
tional Defence’the result would 
have been different only in de. 
gree. 


(Debates of the Senate — 
er 6 1944) 


ex 5. 
i {hs country before, that fe. 
ally ‘oreed the Government t 
change its Policy within twe N 
four ours. ae 
on. J. H. Kin Y 
Leader in the Senate): ON pment 
Nr, Saer; No. what? ii 
- King: e Gove y 
was declared in 1942, Tan police, 
Was to go into effect if 3 


SAT eae 


things did happen PANED 
„Mr. Calder: On ‘the 22nd aa, 
November, the Prime Minte 


Mr. King:` Yes 


iC Conscription, that h 
never was in fay cription 
mS eid or of conscription 


a r. King: Unless it was neces. 
wa caner: Until it was Naes- 
wit King: That was declared in 


Hon. J, Jock i 
is Jy Murdock (Liberal, Park. 


i men chan i 

minds, and fools never. Eo mher 
Nr. Calder: I uite 

wise men change their minas at 

say we had ìn force a Policy 

whereby a Canadian de : 


Jed in certain limited ar 
side of Canada. Sos 
at — no more and 

aos 3 Government's Policy. 

i what di clone] Ralsto 
ae Or on that day? P 
=xtension of the a r 


ze resisn? It was because” 


the 
=Overnment refused to accept his— 
~ Hon. R. Horner (Prog. Cons. 
Siatatchewan North): Recommend. 


Mr. Calder: His 


: UAL 
ould not Suber cons, Government IZES 
i ge from the policy it g 4 
nag in force. ait THE ARMY'S TWO S 


Mr. Calder: Well, now, pardon 


Mr. King: Continue: — until the 7 
Government ascertained that these 
Would noi go voluntarily. 

Mr. Calder: Until the necessary 
pressure was brought on the Gov- 
Stament that forced it to do what 
* did not want to do. 

. King: Have it your way, if Gai te eens aie aera 
zou wish, but that is not the fact. 
The fact ‘speaks for itself. 
ee ey 


U.S. 18-year-olds Go to Front 
As Replacement Need Increases 


Washington, December 7,—(#)— lost through casualties are replac- 
Bighteen-year-old soldiers are now] ed by the return to duty of wound- 
‘being sent to the battle fronts be-|ed “men. Of 268,099 army men 


Some See Dissolution 


Some Progressive Conservatives 
è lo believe that with the 
ity he has rolled up in the 
the Prime Minister might 
sive Parliament and bring on 

me Beha ean 

“oO JB! 

Surmise coul® Mr. Kags re- 


; that beyond the middle of z 

he has “no idea” of asking 
ftension of his term. 

Sabers of Parliament and 
P will get their travelling 
3 and probably a per diem 

"Pity for the time they were 


having. been voted by the 
it-can-come out of the war 
lation and be revoted. 
Ouses have now adjourn- 
Anuary 31, when, presum- 
Session will be prorogued. 
À not follow that the new 
will open the next day as 
een usual, No decision about 
ha 
` 


been reached. 
Ss AE a A 


use of “urgent military require- 
fnonta the United States Army. 
disclosed tcday. 

The Under-Secretary of War, 
Robert Patterson, said at a news 
conference that. the army has de- 
parted from its policy of not send- 
ing men under 19 years overseas 
for infantry or armored force duty, 
He gave these reasons. 

The tempo of cperations has been 
stepped up greatly. 

The bulk of the army is in ac- 
tion, and accordingly, tħe need for 
replacements has increased. 

The supply of replacements from 
the pool of men 19 and over has 


decreased because the percentage |in 


of inductees in that age group has 
fallen off, 

His discussion of the use of 18- 
, year-olds came shortly after he had 
reported In a weekly war review 
that United States Army casualties 
since the Japanese attacked Pear] 
Harbor now total 474,898. Referring 
to the unprecedented scale of bat- 
tle on the Western Front, Mr, Pat- 
terson said; 

“We are suffering severe casul- 
ties and are facing the grim 
prospect of more to come, 

“The enemy, however, is suffer- 
ing even more.” 


wounded since the United States 
entered the war, 126,440 have gone! 
back to duty, This does not mean 
that all of them were able to re- 
turn to the firing front. A great 
many are used only behind the 
lines or within the United States. 

The Army casualty total, cover- 
ing reports made through N>vem- 
ber 22, was an increase of 13,840 in 
one week. The figure covers casu- 
alties on all fronts but by far the 
largest number, presumably, were 
on the Western Front. 

The Navy total now stands at 
77,120, giving an overall figure for 
all services—the Army, Navy, Mar- 
es and Coast Guard—of 552,018. 
Mr. Patterson said that how long 
the present policy for use of 18 
year olds continues “depends en-. 
tirely on the course of the war. 

He explained that in general a| 
man is about 18 years and eight|- 
months old by the timo he sees 
combat because the average period 
of training after induction at 18 
years is about eight months. 

"No individual is permitted to 
combat until adequate individual 
tests and physical examinations 
have confirmed the state of his 
training and his fitness fer the 


To some extent, the effectives hardships of battle,” he said. 


a 
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Ottawa, December TOG. 
+ 7 onion | showed the position of the govern- 
on Progressive Conservative | ment and the CCF, For some time 
clasing sett Suid tonight in the! there had been a gradual. rap- 
pavers Sigs of the dedate on the! proschment and elimination of dif- 
i k ament’s confidence motion in 
\ the Commens that there had deen a 
) fracual reapproachment and elim- 
i matian of differences between the 
i Liberal ana CCF. parues 


i Near Cheek-to-Cheek on Policies 


erences between the Liberal party 
and the CCF. Party 
In 1942, he said. ‘the Progressive 
Conservatives moved for additional 
measures te bring about complete 
Earlier M. J. Coldwell CCF.|mobdilization of wealth, material 
leader, said that Progress resources and manpower, but the 
servative emendisecn Neg Cor CCE voted against that,’ 
ernment monon was not in line} Re government party and the 
with the attitude indicated by Me CCF. pary have finally got in 
jon in a speech when the spe | the same bed and under ‘the same 


^ _ cial sitting opened on November ees at the same time,” said Mr. 


o R i 
j Mr. Graydon said the amendment || Mr Coldwell and some col- 


t à 2 z ae 
fiflalty presented. and cefested in| Peed were Overseas recently and 


ise this pastes ye back reports that rein- 
pie: toate afternoon, was on | forcements were SAN right.” About 


-all fours” with the one he had an- the 

A A 2 | same ume former Defence Min- 
oe D Emera terms he would | ister Ralstcn was there and came 

= e special ee to peport the contrary, 
|. “Here is this great party (C.C.F.) 
A „Mr. Coldwell to my left,” he said, Roving to op- 
this | pase ‘the government and moving 
| and bisian amendment while the Prime 


ore bitter- | Minister immediately holds out his 
afford to indulge | hands and catches the ball and 
He did not pro- says, ‘It is mime too'.” 
a „By moving the amendment he 
might moved an/did Mr. Coldwell stood indicted 
smencment to the government con-/before the public for admitting 
fidence motion which asked that/that the government had main- 
the House declare it would sup- | tained “a vigorous war effort.” 
the fovernment in maintain- Even with a mechanical majority 
Bz ns Policy of a vigorous war ef- | Mr. had to call Parliament 
fort. together not to get Progressive Con- 
Mr. Coldwell meved thst men-|Servatives and C.CF. members to 
= of “policy” should be elimin-| vote confidence but “to bring the 


atred and that the House amply be | Liberal party together.” 7 
| asked to declare it supported a “We have not confidence in the 
| vigorous war effort Prime Minister nor have the peo- 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King ple of Canada confidence in the 
| said be wes prepared to accept the| Prime Minister,” said Mr. Graydon. 
amendment ~ “So we can not accept this amend- 
Mr. Graydon said the amend-|,ment because it is tantamount to 
‘ment as now before the Housel a government amendment moved 
H through the lips of Mr, Coldwell.” 
The C.C.F. leader rose to object 
and Mr. Graydon said he did ‘not 
mean to say Mr. Coldwell had con- 
spired with the Prime Minister, The 
two were so close they did not need 
to conspire. 
Stanley Knowles (C.C.F., Winni- 
peg North Centre), following Mr. 
Graydon, said the C.C.F. had felt 
that the government's confidence 
motion was not a fair one for mem- 
bers to vote on after more than two 
weeks debate. 
His party had attempted to in- 
troduce amendments to make clear 
what members were voting for. 
He said P. J. A. Cardin (L, 
Richelieu-Vercheres), was correc 
when he said earlier that tho 
C.C.F.'s last amendment made such 
a change that the main motion was 
nothing more than a pious resolu- 
tion in which the House agreed to 
support the government in carrying 
out a vigorous war effort. 
The main motion, through the am- 
endment, no longer called for a 
vote of confidence in the govern- 
ment. The C.C.F. was not prepared 
to vote confidence in the govern- 
ment’s policies. This objection was 
removed through the amendment. 
““Seems to me that the Progres- 
sive Conservative party Is just 
plain sore,” said Mr, Knowles. The 
Progressive Conservatives had 
hoped that out of the issue they 
would have been given a talking 
point across the country. They 
probably felt they now were losing 
some of the advantages they cx- 
pected to gather out of the crisis. 
Mr. Knowles sald he took sec- 
ond place to no one when it came 
to dislike of Liberal government 
olicles. He would do all he could 
o defeat the Liberal government 
n the next election, 
j "I am sick and tired of the mrt 
that there is only one man fit e 
Jead the overnment a this coun- 
try,” said Mr, owles. 

"He ‘believed Mr. Coldwell zm 
{he only man who could now pe 
erly had the government 9 at 
country, Mr. Graydon nee ccr! 
fear any union between the e 
| and the Liberals, he said. | 
! i 


Graydon Says Liberals and C.C.F. | 


- 


HOUSE SUPPORTS REVISED CONFIDEN 


Play-by-Play in House 
(By The ‘Canadian Press.) 
Here is a play-by-play account, 
in chronological order, of what hap- 
pened in the Commons yesterday 
and early today: 1 
By a 168 to 43 vote the Com- 


mons defeated an anti-conscription “al 
amendment submitted by Joseph =r 
Jean (L., Montreal Mercier) to the ` ` 
government's confidence moticn. S$ + 

A Progressive Conservative all- a fl 


out conscription amendment was 
defeated 170 to 44. 
Speaker Glen ruled out of order s 
a C.C.F. amendment. On an appeal 
his ruling was upheld 176 to 20. 
A Social Credit amendment was 
ruled out of order and the Speak- 
er's ruling suppcrted 165 to 33. 
i An Presa mens proposed by Phil- ` 
P] card ( Bellechesse 
ruled out of order. E 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
accepted a C.C.F. amendment strik- 
ing out reference to government 
policy from the main motion. 
Gordon Graydon, Progressive - 
Conservative House leader, said tho 
C.F. amendment indicated a 
close relationship between the 
bibera] and CCE. parties 
tanley Knowles (C.C.F. inni- 
peg North Centre), denied ee ad: 
gestion of a coalition. 


The House supported the C.C.F, 
o . 


Mr. King, closing th 
spoke of serious possibilities co te 
Sutcome of the war and criticized 
es, saand taken by tne Progressiva 
Cons © members in the de- ` 
The amend Y i 
eae carried F povemment motion 
e ommons adj 
January 31, 1945. — gi 


ded and” tens 


h d made 
Rt, Three H J | it r Vac maaa 
olero (La Sheffard). APA ni 
autore KING SUPPORT Ad 
G > Fonewing fers the nafret min- 
= pRuebec moMpupported the govern- 


e distin if 
< menl; nler; Justico Tonight on 

r Iinistor Fournier; Le- ANE d 
Miniter Yi Laurenti Ronell atle fence Minisier, ulston, former . 


| due (hs Wrighti Journ Cali klean applause from Liberals ar p A 
CE, Vaudroull-Soulenges); Fisher Rood humor ond Pen. so 
los Minister Bertrand; War Neryinar relleved anxiety, 'appinu out ol 
7 iaaa Tarona ed with the governs who v 
A 


C. B. Porland (by Jollelle;L'As- There were many divisions, a 


f 


somptlon-Montcalm); Vincent thero were sub-amendments’ d 


pula (La, Chambly-Rouvillep; Jose h carded or ruled out by the Spe: 
ndm 


——_——— 
: ean (L, Montreal Merciler); W op ‘Three sub-ame ents 
ANTIS LOSE HEAVILY phe o Marlor (Lu Montreal ee salad oul ol order before the fii 
aia ie Monina BC Mayai D, E Blacki moved by the Gop oi these y 
(Ly Chateau uay-Huniingdomj sL | the Solat Credit and ont by 
, $ : . F 

Premier Accepts Coldwell Ro- Anis; Douatis Abbott (La Mont: ning late Thursday aftersoon di 
yeu! Sl. Antolne-Wostmount); J; W. sions came fast. A Soclal Cre 


tnx rgonteull); Maj. A. 
Vision of Original Motion — 3"SSpetete i. Maiapedia-Matane): | enailenge or the Speckets Bit, 
J TT (len oi Montreal | brought a division and his ruli) 
aea A V f pemeaeee, oa ee eee 
HOUSE RISES TO JAN. 31 Prog, Moniren! Corton... speciai! amendment by L. P; Picard, w 
` session was closely matched In re- Speaker's ruling; the Coldwell ma 
sult by one a little aruer in, ine amendment was carried; and final 
4 Quebeckers Support Jean svon well) CCP leader, the pur- Ue ued tot eae ee 
. s 2 8 f which was to make it c A 
Motion; 5 Liberals Back Pece who voled dor the confidence ended orypy SPEECHES 
motion were not eet BRYAN 


i romptly accept- About 60 speeches were delivere 
Conservative Amendment Mene, ere ees inicter, but as in the two-week debate, althoug 


Quebec members said they wanted there were not many days on whic 
to have a chance to vote against ita there was uninterrupt discussio! 
BY F. C, MEARS division was called. It was carried for the first day the legislators mt 
(Gazette Resident Correspondent) by a vote on for and T againn Was Oecunied with Premia so 
7 a Those opposing it were the - reading e correspondeńĥńce 
Pak wa, December Simana gressive E Conservatives and 38 tween him and Col Ralston, wh 
sis number three in the six- Others, most of them from Quebec had been forced to resign. 


—— 


week conscription struggle was sure and almost identical with those There followed two open sitting 
Mounted by the government when who opposed the main motion. when Gen. McNaughton was ques 
at 1.15 this morning the House gave LACKS POLICIES SUPPORT toned py, members, then a secre 
it a 2 to 1 support of its war effort. This final vote was on a motion In a desperate effort to finisl 


God Save the King,” sung lus- of confidence in the government, the job this morning Mr. King rost 
by members who were really or rather undertaking to aid the just before eleven o'clock and mov. 

wearied by over two weeks of ani- government in prosecuting. a vi- ed that the House do not adjourn a' 

mated debate, closed this special gorous war effort, but the Coldwell . that time, the regular adjournmen 

session which began in a cabinet amendment, accepted by the Prime hour, so the members settled back 

crisis and was largely occupied Minister, deleted from the main 

with discussing a mollon to approve motion ‘reference to government 

the adoption of limited conscrip- policies, and while the vote on the ae g N ~ 

tion. 4 g Coldwell motion was necessitated | in their seats impatiently waiting 

Then when Prime Minister King by a demand of Quebec members | an end to the debating. 


rose to thank the House for the the House on the final division vot- Forty-one members of the House 
generous support it offered ihe ad- ed on the same motion, which was | from Quebec province, including 
ministration he was iven an the government motion as amend- | fiye English-speaking legislators, 
ovation by his followers, But when ed. and a French-speaking member 


Gordon Graydon, opposition leader, Mr. King, speaking on the main om the ighborin. rovince of 
asked if when the Bouse met again motion just before one o'clock this fom Brunswick taurel Legir 
on January 31 the government morning, made a strong appeal for | Kent), and one from Ontario, E. > 
would proceed with sessional busi- a solid support of this motion to | Bertrand (Prescott), voted agai 
ness the Prime Minister declined hearten the fighting forces overseas conscription in the first of tl 
to K himself, replying it and at the same e to show the | series of divisions of this afternoo 
wo! a epend entirely upon cir- enemy Canada's Parliament was Shortly afterwards the Progres 
oun eS i united in its determination to back | sive Conservative amendment wa 
= $ vo e on the maln motion, the troops overseas. He also gave a | voted on and was defeated by a 
Wine k al Waar aaa, Hun dark. picture of the present war sit- | vote of 170 to 44, with five Liberal 
A uation. 
| £ against. Those opposing the motion “Anything that supports our fight- actin supporting ths, C Toyaae 
| were the 32 Progressive Conserva- jing men will hasten .the triumph- Those who voted against the sub- 
| ves, and 34 Liberals, of whom 30 ant end of the fighting in Europe.” | amendment moved by Joseph Jean 


were French- ki 5! i A lı 
| them fron Oates rote oF said the Prime Minister, “Anything (Mercier-Montreal) and seconded 


n that m: serve to delay the deci- = 

hice porting, R motion were 125 Lib- sion ER bring consequences so via ss perdi Rautan eh fares 
erals, eig t C.C.F. and eight Social grave we cannot imagine them.” ed the remainder of the Liberals 

(al malt members) pra Mrs. Nielsen Turning his verbal guns on the the C.C.F. group, the Social Credit 

and Fred Rose, of Montreal. oppposition chief, Gordon Graydon. | members, Mrs Pvielsen of Saskat- 

OPPOSING VOTE the Prime Minister said Mr. Gray- |chewan, Frea Rose of Cartier, Mont- 


Folow are the names of those sive e ohh e amast ecl 
E me cae ae meng Sought to have this House to be- Mountains); J. S. Roy `(G: s 
jn the ‘inal Rote: rai ae Mise mS Mp King with hcat, Frederic Dorion (Charlevolx-Sagu 
z was some 7 i 
gan pe Fleard: (Ia; Ballnohamè); C. C.F. and Libera parlies te defoat Rees Lacroix (Quebec- | 
Gant sonara, Trem laya Te RoE the Tory party. The Tory party is Voting cn the E nena 
spes ends. lector Authier, (L. Cha, defeated now, beyond any shadow | ronowed 1eecGt choot a OED 
i prn peecier cam Mex! Lat Gnas of doubt.” on Hane es of short pve’ es 
fe Lotbiniere): H. E Brunehe gg then Mr. Coldwell was thanked | Hein y'eeporunene De Cham- 
Champlain) Liguori Lacombe (Can: of which Was to-clanity the aim ana | frid Lacroix (Ind. “Quebec-Mont- 
a nan; PYAS lon (ind. Charl meaning of the government con Ce ee Eudes 
rederic Dor! i. SR harle-, fidence motion, but the Prime Min. Tron ochela }, George: Puls 
Sae] as Raymon, nd. Hier declared he had always in| f9Fd, (Le Brockville); Ein 
y . ee S ee n his remarks in the Ho: Tol i 
Beauharnois - Laprairie); Emma- thatthe gov 3 use | (P.C 
nuel d'Anjou (B.P. Rimouski); Wil- the ‘House ernment was not asking ; y 
gld enero ` (Ind, L., Quebec- simply Asking eas Poles but neuve); Joseph Lafontaine (LS Men 
Armand Choquette {B.P., Stan- Sonduct the, war eart ~A vigorous Elani dee King's) aod. Dra 
5 a ,” he said, "ca E * q 
Parent (Ind. L, tained on with the potato The defections from tbe Liberal | 
ra. 


rea D. Temiscouta) Maines of this Housee.” nks on the anti-conscripuonist $ 


Hon. Brooke Clax- | Bourget (Ind. L., Levis); J. E. A 
[i 


real, and four other Quebec mem- 
bers: Liguori Lacombe (Laval-Two 


stead); Charles 


T. uebec West and South); J, F. P 


` Abbot, - ITU side, in addition to those who cross- | 
Lew: rence-St. George; Dubuc (Ls Chicoutimi) gon P. Mr. si Pir pa h eral 
a i * P. E, . Cardin re chelieu-Ver- 5 e House that 

| Fauteux, SL Mary; P. E J, A. Ca fa. the war situation in Europe today Q 


cheres); Maurice Lalonde (L., La- 


belle); Harry Leader (L., Portage iousness th if ane on a ser- | The Ontario bolter was O; 
alrie)t at few if any of us can 

TRjellus Denis (L, Montreal si, hardly imagine.” he said. “I doubt | Bertrand (L. Prescott) and the New 

Denis); Sarto Fournier (L., Mont- if members of this House er (L Both 

real Malsonneuve-Rosemount); Mar- Beain to imagine what the war is h = 

tial Rheaume (L, St. Johns-Iber- | xa at this moment, So we cannot 

ville-Napierville); Lucien Dubois Btford to show any lack of unity at h 

(L, Nicolet-Yamaska); Maj, Ar- is time. 


People i y% 
mand Byivesire (a, Lake Et John- enemy. ands teria ebec Liberals to vote with 
; 


the government were four cabinet 
. Bertrand (L, Prescott); W, T 
n. Mebonald (L Pontiac); Joseph | a ministers, Justice Minister St 


i 
Blanchette (L, Compton); J. A. ` ne 
Crete (Lu Gi Beaune an aebe) 
nd udes 7 ontrea 
fey pel ga); Lt.-Col, Maurice Halle h a id rr ‘te 
(L, Brome-Missisquol); “more y Aa A 
emand, Martihiar (1. A of unit 
effort.” 
w 
Mort 
united 


was serious. “It has tak. 


the motion Raymond 
Hochelaga; Sarto Four- 
Maisonneuve-Rosemount; A. 
4 & Denis; J. A Bonnier, 


A eron 


me Peete is Mision 
Puyi W Y afternoon 
or, Yorka Minister Al- 

“have yes frequent. 
tendered his 

The cabinet post in 

ed our cpnseription or- 

Voting or R the chamber 

Was being held byt Cagen motion 
= Y ater ut came in imme- 
In “Opposition amana aant the 


or 
mov > 
‘Mercier Mantren N 


Ferland 
alm); 
mdr- Rou~ 
De isane 
Xi M. Rheaume (St. John: 
= milio Napier (St. Johns- 
an TAB aN te Jaseph Joan 
rd Fauteur (St Mens) 
TTON pBecthien Mastin: 
yivestre (Lake Gregus 
c D; Donald Black Chatea 
RS eT aa E, O. Be trand 
+ Ont); “Wallace McD 
ald (Pontige): taS cDon- 
(Compton): T P. Re, \lanchette 
R_ Eudes «Hochelaga); Mate fon 
(Rent, NB): Joseph “Lafontaine 
( ` 
u tonan Rover t Ryan | 
a aflamme | 
Montmagny J W. MeGidto 
Argenteuil: JA, Bonnier St) 
Henri): Armand Cloutier (Drum: | 
mond-Arthabaska): J. H. Leclers | 
«Shefford): H. E Brunelle (Cham- 
pain); A. J. Lapointe aan 
Matane); Hugues Lapointe (Lot. 
dinlere); L. D. S Tremblay (Don 
jehester); Hector Authier ` (Chap- 
: aw: L. P. Ricard (Bellechasse); 
P. E Cote (Verdun); Maxime Ray- 
mond tBesubarnois ~- Laprairie):; 
Emmanuel d'Anjou (Rimouski); J. 
A. Chouette (Stanstead); Charles 
| Parent (Quebec West and South): 
(J. F. Pouliot (Temiscouata); and 
Maurice Bourge: (Levis). 


GRAYDON AMENDMENT. 
Divisions came fast once the 
blockade was broken. As 

soon as the result of the division 
on the Jean motion was announc- 
ed “by the Speaker the main am- 


lendment of the opposition moved 
by their leader, Gordon Graydon, 
was called. Even though Maxime 
Raymond jumped to his feet in an 
effort to get in a new sub-amend- 
ment, the Speaker ruled he was too 
late and the vote was called. 

The opposition’s main amendment 
calling for complete application of 
| conscription or its extension to all 
| theatres of war was upset by a 
vote of 170 against and 44 for the 
motion. This division, too. badly 
tangled party lines for Mr. Gray- 
7” j as supported by the 
Conservatives and 
iberals and seven 


opposition 
eill (In- 
(Co. ni 
Leader (Portage la Prairie, 


Sinclair 
STR w. Glad- 


this i 7 

ckmore, and Victor Quelch 

Bueadia, Alta.), voted with the gov- 
i e 


ernment against Graydon 
tion. 

Phen just before the dinner re- 

cess Stanley Knowles, C.C.F. mem- 

-ber from Winnipeg rose to mov 


i s 

another majn amendment. was, 
e motion made on 

in effect, the Sythe C.C.F. leader, 


November 27 by 
J, but which was then 
eae alga order. This time, Mr. 


not only ca 


conscription a 
bnt geslih and other materia 


put the Knowles amendment an 
‘doomed, for the Speaker rule a 
was out of order, time beca 

the first part of 

scription, a question, 
‘had already been 
two motions. 


rpretation of 
já Fel said such 8 
interpretation 
smaller 
s to 


lly state 


ker, ho 
ut of 


WAR BEEFORT PLAYDD 


A vigorous attack on the govern: 

ment’s conduct of the war effort 
and, in partioular, of dts timorous 
military manpower policy came to~ 
night from E G, Hansell, an ane, 
gressive spokesman of the Social 
Credit parky, and later a new malt 
amendment’ to the government's 
confidence moton waa movad, by 
one of his colleagues, Charlos Johns 
ston, 
Previously the House listened to 
Mrs. ise Nielsen, Who designates 
herself the Unity party but who 
teams up in House party matters 
With Pred Rose, Labor-Progressive 
member frm Montreal, Mrs, Niel- 
sen was free with her denuncin- 
tions of almost everybody sitting 
apposite the government, but took 
care to say generous things, about 
the new Defence Minister, Gon, A 
G L MeNaughton, “The man who 
built up the Canadian Army over- 
seas will not Tet it down new,” she 
declared amid Liberal applause, 

But the speech from this lady 
member brought a hot reply from 
Mr. Hansell who wanted to know 
where the Communists were in 
Britain when that country was 
fighting Hitler with its back to the 
wall three years ago. Then Mr, 
Hansell turned his verbal guns on 
the government and charged’ that 
the administration. had played 
politics too often during the war, 
He scored the Prime Minister for 
his hasty dissolution of Parliament 
in 1940 and said that a similarly 
flimsy pretext brought the plebis- 
cite in 1942, 

The Social Credit amendment 
simply calls upon the government 
to wage a vigorous war effort with- 
out regard to the cost in human or 
material resources, and its support- 
ers urged that the government pay 
less heed to the possible political 
consequences of its steps. 

Charles Johnston, in moving the 
Social Credit amendment, sald it 
would permit members who desired 
to support the government “in a 
clear and unmistakable position” to 
know where they stood, “But we 
are not in favor of supporting the 
government in all ils policies,” said 
Mr, Johnston, after pointing out 
that his amendment strongly fav- 
ored sending all the necessary re- 
inforcements overseas, 

“We do not think we should be 
compelled,” sald Mr. Johnston, “to 
vote for a two-barrelled resolution 
when you do nol know which trig- 
ger the Prime Minister is going to 
pull, though you can depend upon 
it he, will pull the one which suits 
him.’ 

The Social Credit amendment 
was ruled out of order by the 
Speaker in that it really carried an 
approval and a disapproval of gov- 


ernment policy, John Blackmore. + 


Social Credit leader, warmly pro- 
tested against the ruling and ap- 
caled from it, The House divided 
and the Speaker's rullng was up- 
held by a vote of 33 against and 
165 for, the C.C.F, members sup- 
porting thelr neighbors, the Social 
Credit group and there was help 


also from some Progressive Con- |, 


servative members. 

PICARD HAS AMENDMENNT. 

A sixth amendment to the gov- 
ernment's motion of confidence was 

roposed py Philippe Picard (L. 
Bollechasse), supported by Walter 
Tucker ( Rosthern), Speaker 
Glen ruled {t out of order, 

It would have made the motion 
read to the effect that the House 
would aid the government “in a 
policy of maintaining an efficient 
war effort but does not approve of 
compulsory service overseas,” 

Previously Mr, Picard and Mr 
Tucker had a similar amendment 
ruled out of order, So were amend- 
ments proposed by the C.C.F, and 
Social Credit parties. 

Mr. Tucker said the new amend- 
ment was to be distinguished from 
Mr, Jean's amendment in that it 
proceeded on the basis that the 
voluntary system had not broken 
down whereas Mr. Jean's amend- 
ment was based on the Progressive 
Conservative contention that that 
broken down. 
ker Glen ruled the two am- 
tho, same in sub- 

d he could not permit an- 
stance an Ja Be) DETI i 


more than voluntooring antuated 


is ane = pilates 
Parliament 
Relaxes After 
Session 


TAWA, Doo, p--(Blar pee 
ne tate Correspondent) ~ Na 
wapltal elly (uiletone down n l 
; 3 for two. tul „pont iH 
of varied oxelLonmotits oft eabinet | 
wi under the ODA, ta Binan 


peasouy, Afterwards, ani iad 
shon nyltatlon | ; 
Vy the open wih ae of putt 


AC EA tovor may 
opinlon, whatever mi ty 
pohind ty brought about, oar 
penne an igo tor something | 
Thin wos Bears ace l 
hen on his return from ovettonal 
tho former Mintster of Ne onn! 
Doftonco, Flon, ihe Roly an i k 
portod that he had iscover'ar hg 
hord for provision for oarly T 
Inforeoments of {the troops, ike 
wont to find out about It anc 
og ‘ol. Ralston's Repent, Se 
( mvo riso to 
that offect whieh É N of ie ‘cab 
2 ~ six prolonged sit- 
Inot ang ieee of them has 
been revealed with an exceptional 
candor, enlarging greatly the pr 
ccdents in such circumstances. 
When the Cabinet, even atte 4 
Col, Ralston left, was more ou Iss | 
at sixes and sevens, Premier Wing 
hit upon democratic device of call- i 
ing nnd consulting Parliament. To i | 
dolng that, It was difficult to take | 
exception, The result of doing so = 
does not detract (rom his recor 
of political astuteness. The very 
day that Commons met, there was 
a report from Defence Minister 


h that the voluntary 
McNaughton intery 


sters insisted on resort to i 
ete system. The Cabinet solid- 
arity, save for 
Power's _ resignation was main- 
tained. Mr, King held on. - 
In the meantime, the House has 
met and discussed the quastion 
from all angles. There was no 
responsible idea at any time that 
the Government was likely to be 
defeated. 
Added to Majority 
Had Col. Ralston yielded to Im- 
poriunities to come out against 
Mr. King's Government, Its major- 
ity would have been Jess. When 
he supported It, he contributed to 
the majority of 73 which it rolled 
up and which was beyond ex- 
ectutions. There had been an 
dea that the C.C.F. party at the 
end would vote no confidence. 
But, when Its own amendment, 
for the widest meaning of con-) 
scription, financial and material) 
resources as well as manpower, | 
was ruled out, this party came . 
nround to the idea of supportin, 
the _ Government, if the wor 
policy” were omitted from the 
approval of the war effort. It 
seems that, to some of such pol- 
wies ia e exception. 
h | redi art 
raised w a point, A 
; “he upshot therefore, was the| ni 
vote of confidence in the Govern- 
aens, by a majority of 73 after 
allowing for 27 Liberal defections. 
It had regular Liberal, C.C.F. 
Soclal Credit and Independent sup- | 
port and ‘gol by” with exceptional || 
case. What does all this come || 
CoN to? The following points] 
Asse by Way. ot answer: || 
srno assurance that -the.draft-|| 
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THINK BEFORE YOU VOTE, 


committee formed by reputable organ» 
gecoted to business and public affairs is 

a vigorous campaign hinged on the 
Vote as you ike—but vote!” This is a 
pe Mort of public service as far as it 
pedieve its immediate object, which is 
Sy induct a maximum and representative 
we veters to exercise their franchise in the 

election on Monday. It is a primary 
voxel f democracy and goad citizenship that 
=, proportion AS passible of the electors 
ae their votes when the opportunity 
is ihn of the voter on mere auto- 
ence at the polls and casting of his 
alles as am end in itself can hardly be a complete 
talm: of his civic duty. It is not a real dis- 
age of bis ultimate responsibility for the con- 
ext af die affairs Nor is it an adequate 
in the democratic function of select- 
fe best available personnel to administer 

wpa) business for the citizens. 

Rsegually important that taking the min- 
ism table to vote at all should be given its 
bar weigh! and value by an informed, intelligent 
@ermmating use of the vote. It is not 
% vote unless you think before you vote. 
we i to have any real value it is essential 
Če eector consider the records and qualifi- 
ef candidates. the prospects they offer of 
public service, the factors and issues 
eed their future implication in terms of 
iemest and sound administration. 
applies to virtually all elections, civic or 
mad certainly no less than usual to the 
bere on Monday. The electors in each 
Hest face the challenge in picking their 
m the city as a whole in voting for 
“er sd on the referendum concerning pro- 
SOS sion of the council's term‘ of office 
t three years. However, chief interest 
Dan undoubtedly centres on the 
Vate and the referendum, and it is to 
== in these respects that citizens 
— re the most earnest and thoughtful con- 


Stree that, even with the restoration by 
to the city of autonomous govern- 
ee trol over its own financial affairs, 
@ > of mayor remain limited and there is 
ce nous import in civic business he 
3 Y on his own initiative. But this is 
Eon for succumbing to the snap judg- 
* is unimportant how you vote, or even 
SATU vote at all. The mayor remains the 
E Of the city government. He can wield 
Pals ad influence on the direction of civic 
Maj, „%3 -to-day administration. And he 
the city's dignity and efficiency outa 
25 well as locally, 
~ ea G o 


pee this in mind, citizens have good cause 
vote on Monday to weigh carefully all 
Which will, or should, affect their 
should not be difficult, Both of the 
ve previously served several terms 
“4 bave otherwise been jn the public 
kg ords, their capacities as public 
< “Uccess or otherwise of their private 
» and the principal basis of their 
ocala for popular support, are well 
. yD. 


onsiderations should Properly be 
Unt. Voters inevitably must pon- 
extraneous to civic affairs injected 
y BD. Itis obvious that rea) 
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the ‘om: iflcan r. i 
ia p i ce will 
retain’ Rect, ya an of the city administra- 

y T a bid for office can Suc- 
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HOW MP's FEEL ON CONSON yin 
The division of tha Housa of Commons Tein 
day afternoon on the amendment by on had pro- 
Liberal member for Montreal Merelery ñd con- 
vided Interesting material for audy ^ to cut 
clusion, It has helped in great eae an to 
through the obscurities of the deba r ment- 
anawer the more baaic question of how the 
bera really stand on the conscription tsaue. 


Mr, Jean's amendment was to the Onl tle 
ment’s confidence motion which asked MA. eal 
House declare that it will support the RONE teas 
in maintaining a “vigorous war effort. Hs the 
amendment would have added to the motion the 
worda: "By using to the beat seamen the 
General Service personnel fy Canada ane ea 
Volunteera overacas without resorting to conser ra 
tion for service overseas.” The alg igl a 
quired the members to say whether or nol Pre 
Were opposed to conseription, Forty-three r A 
that they were. One hundred and alxiy-olg 
said that they were not, the 

The purpose of the motion la clear, tt was it 
Liberal Government's way of allowlng tte an ig 
conscriptionists to record for thelr conatituonta 
just how they atood on the conseriptiontat issue, 
Without sacrificing their poaltlona as Liberal 
Members. This frst amendment mado Jt posalblo 
for the anti-conseriptionist Liberala to volo 
against the Government's compulsory aorvice pr'o- 
Vision and then to vote with the Government on 
the more general final confidence motion calling 
simply for a vigorous war effort, Were this ar- 
rangement not made, some members might havo 
found themselves under the political necessily of 
opposing the Government on Its final confidence 
motion in an attempt to make clear to their con- 
sUtuents their anti-conseriptionist position, 

But this development, highly unpleasant and 
disadvantageous as it would have been for tho 
Government and these members alike, has been 
neatly avoided, Though the Government has al 
least adopted the conscription principle, it re- 
mains possible for some members to be at once 
Liberals and anti-conscriptionists. Undoubtedly 
the Government hopes that the voters in thelr 
constituencies may avail themselves of the same 
ingenious provision, 

As for the Cabinet, a different procedure was 
obviously decided upon, If the individual mem- 
bers of the Cabinet were to record their individ- 
ual opinions the result would have been an open 
demonstration of Cabinet disunity. The prestige 
of the Cabinet had suffered severely cnough al- 
ready by rumors and admissions of disagreement, 
For this reason it must have been agreed to sink 
private opinions for the sake of an appearance of 
unity. For the purposes of the amendment, the 
somewhat ragged ranks were closed, 

But there was one emply place, Hon, Alphonse 
Fournier, with or without leave, was absent. Ap- 
parently he has the courage neither of his own 
nor of other peoples’ convictions, 

But Mr. Fournier was not the only idiosyn- 
cratic member in the division, Mr, Elphege Marler 
of Jacques-Cartier, Montreal, followed Mr, Four- 
nier's example. But the division produced still 
further curiosities of conduct, Mr. J. Sasseville 
Roy of Gaspe and Mr, Liguori Lacombe of Laval- 
Two Mountains and Mr, Frederic Dorion, of 
Charlevoix-Saguenay — antl-conscriptionist ex- 
tremists—were found voting against the anti- 
conscriptionist amendment. But there may be a 
certain extreme logic even in this anomaly, It 
was to the original Government motion calling 
for "a vigorous war effort" that the Jean amend- 
ment was attached, Apparently it is not the 
anti-conscriptionist part which rouses the opposi- 
Uon of this trlo of intransigeants bul that other 
part about a vigorous war effort, 

` ° ° _ 

For Montrealers there is a particular interest 
in the stand taken by the local members, On the 
Island there are sixteen Seats, one of which is 
now vacant, All fifteen sitting members voted 
with the exception of Mr, Marier, who like Mr. 
Fournier, promptly appeared just as soon as the 
division had been taken, The final total is eight: 
votes for the Jean antl-conscriptionist amendment 
and six against it, Those opposing the amend- 
ment were Hon, Brooke Claxton, Liberal member 
for St, Lawrence-St, George; Maj.-Gen, Hon, L, R, 


LaFleche, utremont; Hon, 


gressive member for 
amendment were thes 
member for Mercier a 
J, 


t. Henry; Sarto Fourn 
caur 


j sto 
ers was T, P, Healy, 
act as he did though 
yes” in the Plebiscite, 
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INTS FAILURE 
aos has voled on the i ne 
wan ong anticipated, ai Pde i 

session has now come Ion left by ell thet ro, 

" nt impression at has happened in 
rueWIERE weeks ja thot IL oupi g PY happened at aĵi, Ha 
he Government only seen lta duty, + having sen it, do 
the would thera have been no cause for the people to take 
en , Iargely oul of the Government's hands, Ay the 
decialon i I the confualon and delay would have heen 
and airain, All found lia natural, responsible settlement 
nag sat n Government did not see Its duty, The issue 

a hy jt when those fighting the nation’s 
be fora upon the consequences Of the nary 


mont supply n 
“ramuatering: 
not to hear, W 


here was 
Hoc a needed, the ahipa which wera walling to take 


‘ Homents, As the Cabinet wr, 
Rie a naet hele Tailor, and their voice penetrated ovat 
o aho À 

bavea the Cabinet's cloned doors. en the ae aaa as 
Col, Ralston realgnod, as Mr. King gave a bs ited: Soha of what 
Col, Raloton hud atated, and Col. Ralston replied: was not my 
alalement.” having seen no need to summon 

Then the Primo Minister, after h 
Th before January, summoned Pape ly mid-Novern- 
ber, And no Porliament ever met un He a pets ws, 
of publio Interest, nor a greater Inaistence ie puen emand. e 
havo aoon how tho sheer welght of the pu i wi ATH peri 
tho will of the Government, We have seen t epi = 4 evices H | 
Which the Government resisted and the sags rs SS ue 
Which It ylelded, We have heard the Prime cnt rhe! 
could not understand why waho a ake aE uae pee) aie 

y t when the war se : 
EEE NE disclose before the House the evas on and ies 
representation which the Prime Minister had use: Pose bes. 
rolnforeemont need and to cling to office, We haye ry m, wi 
Prime Minister heard all this condemnation and fa no pile: 
did not apologize, did not resign, We have seen pies s of me ar 
words pass into Hansard, We have scen how the ant -conse ption; 
amendment served to show the strength of the House's conscrip- 
tionist fecling. We have now secn the session close, with the 
moribund Government remaining in office under a motion whose 
gencral terms were made yet more general by an accepted alteration 
at the last moment. 

id ° o | 

Surely no Canadian Government has presented a spectacle of 
a more nerveless fumbling in the face of necessity, nor won a more 
dismal victory. Had the Government only done promptly what it 
has had to do finally, great would have been the gains for this 
nation, There would have been no suspicion that we were hedging 
on our war commitments at the most furious moment of the war, 
just because we believed that the war was near its end. There 
would not have been the spectacle of our neighbor to the south 
sending its drafted 18-ycar-olds to the front because of “urgent 
military necessity” while we refused to use our drafted Home Dt 
fence Army, We would not have presented to the enemy thå 
be deciding to limit our commitments, 
ng hint that what Canada had scen fit 


Jf they have 
nforcements, they 
If they have had to turn aside 
nation’s war 


Out 
has indeed come, 


will be the only 
must not weaken; 
the public's confidence 
its obligations. For it 
cen made final on the 


Must never fail, T} 
can be completed his victo 
field of battle, 


en victory has b 
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SHORTAGE LIES. 
jo ey on the pärt of the 
e reinforcement sbort- 
that It exists only in the 


d appeared very character- 
L. Mackenzie King's 


He then put the 
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Government t 
age by emphasizing 
infantry, This metho 
istically In Prime Minister w. 
radio speech on November 8. 
situation in these words: 
“The problem of reintorce 
one of the three armed services. 


uch problem. - 
the Air Force have no & 
come to the question: Is there an adequate reserve 


of reinforcements for the Army? In eu 
of military authorities, NO dimeulty 1s oe ia 
arise except in relation to reinforcements 
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No matter what external chenges may take place | what differently. : in’ that 
in the lives of men, no matter how men may preach | caid: “The reinforcement shortage exists 
the necessity of changing their sentiments and thew y armed services whose role has 


one of the threo 

become the most v 
now be the highest.” 
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Perhaps il has b 

Canadians to grasp er 

infentry’s role dince Scen not seen action as a 


i of the war. It had 
ihota until the resen a anadas Air Force 


the principal service 


the lives of men will mot change, unless a Pons 


change takes place in their thoughts—Leo Tolstoy. 
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ital and whose casua 


> $ \ 
een somewhat dificult for 
ully the importance of the 
Canadian infantry has, 


agains 
of service. But 


Navy and the Air Force, invaluable and indis- 


pensable as they have been, were dominait pod 
in the war's preliminary and preparatory S TA 
The crisis—the period of decision—has called ia 
infantry into action. Though the Navy and s 
Air Force will still play their important parts, 1 
is the infantry alone which can exact a conclusion. 
It was not without a certain vivid truth that Gen. 
A. G. L. McNaughton, in other days, described the 
Canadian Army as a “dagger pointed at the heart 
of Berlin.” And of that dagger the point was, 
and will remain, the infantry. - 

To the infantry belongs the exacting and 
costly tasks of final action. It is the infantrymen 
who must drive the enemy from pillboxes and 
from snipers’ nests, It is they who must creep 
close to walls and pick their steps through shat- 
tered buildings as they force the enemy out of 
villages and cities. It is they who 
| must advance over ground the enemy has mined 
$ and set with traps. It is always they who must 
make the ultimate assault and come face to face 
with the enemy, And it is they who must wait 
under fire to meet and break up the enemy's 


counterattacks, 


“captured” 


¢ $ < 

It is inevitably among these men who form 
the front line that the casualties must be heaviest, 
And these casualties will mount rapidly under 
the added hazards of winter campaigning. For 
the infantryman has now to fight without shelter, 
In this respect he is oflen at a disadvantage com- 
pared with his predecessor of the last war. For 
the fighting of 1914-18 tended to develop massive 
and intricate earthworks, with all the solidity and 
-shelter -of-otahilized fighling lines, Now the in- 
fantryman finds little to protect him from the wind~ 
and the rain and the cold. When he has the 
opportunity to dig in for shelter, it is generally 
into a slit trench, with nothing more over his 
head than a few branches cut from a tree and 
with no drainage for the gathering water. Such 
| conditions, produced by the modern war of move- 
ment, will superimpose numberless losses from 
sickness to the wounds from battle-fire. 

“The man who will win the war” is the title 
of a despatch wired from the fighting-front by 
The New York Times’. correspondent, Drew 
Middleton. It is his tribute to the infantryman. 
He describes how weather, terrain and the Ger- 
man system of defence have combined to diminish 
the use and effect of air and armored power. 
“Now it js up to the man alone,” he says, “walk- 
ing forward on his two feet, with no other pro- 
tection than his helmet” He is convinced that 
we have entered the grimmest phase of the war, 
in which battles will be fought with far more 
men and with far greater cost than any since the 
vast struggles of 1918. “This is not a time for 
victory parties,” he cautions, “but one for prayer.” 
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erspective and giv 
mk gs a? reminded of two things of which 


the Prime Minister did not see fit to remind ue 
In the first place, we must not fall to remem A 
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services that the true weight of war-winning has 
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Ottawa, 
James Mess disclosed here today 
reasons for leaving his Ar post 
as amut adjutant-general and 
director of recruiting, on which he 
has kept silent since he resigned 
November 27. 

Ilo declared his position bad been 
made “entirely untenable” by the 
government's paa of limited over- 
seas conscription, designed to meet 
only Immedinte, pressing needs for 
infantry reinforcements. Such a 
policy, he said, falled to assure a 
sustained, adequate flow of trained 
soldiers to the battle fronts as long 
ns they may be required, and left an 
open question os to whether future 
shortages would be promptly met. 
In an Interview setting forth his 
position, Brig. Mess recorded his 
conviction that the only effective 
way In which the continuing needs 
overseas could be fully met was 
immediate and unlimited conscrip- 
tion, with complete equality of ser- 
vice. Holding such views, he felt 
he could not honorably continue to 
serve as recruiting director in im- 
plied support of a partial conscrip- 
tlon policy which de did not en- 
dorse. 

Nor he added, could he continue 
under the circumstances to solicit 
the public response and assistance 
he had received to date, on the un- 
derstanding that the reserve of 
draftees would be made subject to 
overseas service should the volun- 
tary system fail to meet all de 
mands. 

Brig. Mess relinquished his duties 
as director of recruiting shortly 
after tendering his resignation near- 
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The quotas for the 
men needed from time to 
been met and more 
the recruiting effort, 
reported, up until th 
unexpectedly high in 
ties created the recent 
ments crisis because of 
age of trained volunte 
falling off in the vo 
cruiting occurred early 
an intensified campaign 
an average of 4,500 recru 
Sodom Pass 11 Od 
ly against an estimate 
ment of 4.000, he pai 

e success of the campa 
depended largely, he emp 
on the active cooperation 
enlisted from the press, s" § 
ganizations as the Canadi. 
Zion, and some 5,000 mem)” 
civilian adv 
mittees, The brigadier es 
that 75 per cent. of the rec 
advisers. os well as ' 
newspaper editors and om 
tions involved, held conscri} 
views similar to his own. Br 
had felt, as he did, that und 
then existing government 
and its complete reliance o 
voluntary system for overser 
listments, they must suppor 
call for volunteers to meet 
Army’s need and give the s 
tary system the llest po 
trial until it proved inadequay 
policy was changed. 

Bile Mess noted that the 
months tour of Britain, Italy 
Belgium on which he a 
September 18 was designed ch 
to obtain first-hand. inform: 
and background for recru 
necds, though also concerned ' 
the interests of the other Army 
vices of which he had chargi 
would have been incumbent U 
him to report on his return 
situation he found overseas as Í 
` fected recruiting, but by the t 
he was able to get back to Cani 
on November 18 the crisis had \ 
come public knowledge. 
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BRIGADIER MESS RESIGNED, 


than usual public attention was focussed 
resignation, nearly a month ago, of Briga- 
James Mess as deputy adjutant-genera) of 
‘Army, in which c&pacity his chief duty was to 
met Army recruiting, Coming about a week 
his return from a two-month tour of war 
overseas, and only a few days after the 
t's compromise conscription move to 

pet he reinforcement crisis, the resignation was 
e d to reflect the brigadier’s dissatisfac- 

with government policy. 

assumption is emphatically confirmed by 
ublic declaration of his reasons for resigning 
ch Brigadier Mess has now made, in an inter- 
reported elsewhere in this issue of The 
Having kept silent on the matter while 
[subject to the proprieties and restraints of 
he feels free to state his position 
he has wound up his duties and left his 
fis clarification of his motives for leaving, 
appraisal of the reinforcement and re- 
Stuation, are of considerable public 


z 


» brigadier makes it quite clear that he re- 
ished his task because he felt he could not 
mently or confidently confinue under the 
f embracing limited conscription. He em- 
that he and those whose cooperation he 
enlisted had doné their best to meet the 
PS requirements for recruits through the 
ry system, and had succeeded up to the 
it unexpectedly high infantry casualties 
ip the reinforcement crisis. He and 75 per 
of the 5,000 civilian recruiting advisers had 
n, he says. But they had carried on 
e Army had to have men, because the 
uirements were being met by the vol- 
f system, and because this was the only 
m by which, under previous government 
the men could be raised. 
+ Ca e 


this support had been given, he insists, on 
tinct understanding that should the volun- 
method fail to supply the Army’s needs, the 
we of draftees at home would be promptly 
able for overseas service through in- 
‘of full, unlimited conscription. Brigadier 
firmly convinced that the time for this 
come, and that neither partial overseas 
on nor continuation of the voluntary 
assures a sustained, adequate flow of rein- 
nts to the battlefronts until the war in 
is won, 
only 16,000 draftees subject to over- 
Evice, he says, meets the immediate press- 
but falls to ensure that likely future 
will be promptly met. Aboye all, he 
it fails to give to the fighting men over- 
The necessary solid confidence that they can 
ntly on being backed up to the limit 
er need the tide of battle may produce. 
“snt developments on the western front 
his view that the only way Germany can 
M quickly and decisively is to keep ham- 
her forces in the field without let-up, 
ut giving them a chance to reorganize and 
t retreat {nto offensive operations, This 
done with compromise or partial 
“is but, quite evidently, only with the full- 
Mable resources of the Allied nations, in- 
ms Canada. 
si convictions set forth by Brigadier Mess in 
SN his position are not only of interest in 
, Mf light on the reasons for his resignation, 
nin Weighted with the experience and inform- 
i acquired during the three years he 
director of recruiting. They merit the 
nsideration of government authorities 


public. 


start shared strong views favoring total | 
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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29. 


NO MORE GOVERNMENT SILENCES. 


Following the adjournment of the special ses- 
sion of Parliament on December 7, silence has 
re-enveloped the whole reinforcement situation. 
Within this period of silence, a serious crisis has 
developed on the western front. The public would 
be interested in learning to what extent the Gov- 
ernment has carrid out the first stage of the re- 
inforcement policy to which jt has pledged itself. 

The Government's policy, as announced in the 
House of Commons by Gen, A: G. L, McNaughton 
on November 23, was to send 16,000 troops over- 
seas, beyond and above the normal flow of vol- 
unteers, This policy involved the sending of 5,000 
troops in December and 5,000 in January, with 
further instalments until the month of May. The 
month of December is now at its end, It would 
be reassuring to learn that the Government has 
faithfully and efficiently carricd out the first stage 
of its announced policy. For though only the first 
stage, it is in great measure a trial and a test for 
the Government’s commitments to the people and 
to the fighting men. 

The importance of these shipments of rein- 
forcements was stressed by Col. J. L. Ralston in 
the statement he issued on November 12. Indeed, 
he made it plain that in his opinion the first in- 

-6lalment should have been sent on November 1, 
But Gen. McNaughton, though using a somewhat 
delayed schedule, does not deny the justification 
of Col. Ralston's sense of urgency. In the House 

\ of Commons Col. Ralston asked Gen, McNaughton 
this question: “Now, then, without the 16,000 what 
would your position be? If you did not get the 
16,000 in December, January and February would 
you be—shall I say—on the estimates, going into 
the red?” To this Gen, McNaughton replied: “I 
would say, far more than going into the red— 
quite deep.” 

Much too simple would be the assumption that 
all is well, because the government has not only 
promised to provide the necessary number of re- 
inforcements but has provided itself with the 

. powers necessary to make sure that no deficien- 
cies will arise, These promises and this power are 
| in themselves admirable, but we have yet to re- 


, ceive the assurance that they have been consci- | 


entiously demonstrated in action. 

Such assurance is necessary to establish public 
confidence for two reasons, In the first place, the 
record of the Government on reinforcements is 


not such as to create a background of confidence. 

As recently as last October, Col. Ralston found 

that Prime Minister W, L. Mackenzie King was 
| prepared to allow the ships to sail without their 

complements of reinforcements, and this despite 
{ the fact that reinforcements were urgently need- 

ed. Indeed, a more responsible policy was obvi- 
i ously forced upon the Government by that waye 
c of public opinion which Mr. King described as an 
t organized unrest. : 

In the second place, it is very necessary to 
consider that the Government, though it has pro- 
vided itself with the powers to use compulsion In 
securing reinforcements, has appropriated these 
powers to itself with manifest reluctance and dis- 

t¢taste. More than this, it has openly declared its 
f wish and its intention to use these powers y 
e élightly as “Ss a F yee 


Under these well-known circumstances, and 
with the war assuming a heightened severity, 
Gen, McNaughton owes it alike to the Canadian 
public and his own reputation to make a plain 
and unequivocal statement onthe present state of 
the reinforcement situation. In the House of 
Commons on November 23, he declared: “I want 
to say, quite definitely, that all anxiety would be 
removed if we were able to find in December a 
total, above the numbers now arranged, of 5,000 
infantry fully trained or in an advanced state of 
training, a similar number in January and a fur- 
ther 6,000 in the succeeding months.” 

It would establish a bond of confidence be- 
tween the new Minister of National Defence and 
the people he serves if he were to state (if he is 
able to do so) that all anxiety has been removed 
as far as December is concerned. And this initial 
Statement should be a precedent. The state of the 
reinforcement situation should be stated clearly 
on each of the succeeding months. 

Nor should an unjustified use be made of ap- 
peals to military security, It is quite true, as 
Gen. McNaughton said on November 23, that what 
he publicly states “goes out to all the world.” It 
is no less true, as he said on the same occasion, 
that anything which “would bring hazard to our 
troops in action and prejudice their further oper- 


ations . . . is the last thing any of us here would 
wish to do.” z 


But the question should be pressed: In what | 


way would such monthly statements on rein- 
forcements infringe military security? In fact, a 
monthly statement, revealing an eminently satis- 
factory reinforcement situation, could only dis- 
courage the enemy abroad and hearten the people 
at home. Nor could the effects upon the men 
serving in the Canadian Army be otherwise than 
salutary. 

Yet it might be asked: What if the reinforce- 
ment situation should become unsatisfactory? 
Should Gen. McNaughton make a public an- 
nouncement of that fact? . 

The answer to this, of course, is that, if Gen. 
McNaughton makes a determined and responsible 
use of the adequate immediate powers which have 
been given him, the reinforcement situation, at 
least for some time to come, should not be other- 
wise than Satisfactory. 

As it is, the Government and Gen. McNaugh- 
fon can hardly expect that their silence will of 
itself be interpreted as an expression of respon- 
sible public service. Such a silence is all too 


likely to give rise to unfavorable parallels and 
unpleasant memories, 
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UST PLAY HIS ROLE. 


Bue, national chairman of 
{and forcefully Spik €rvative Party, has officially 

ed Mors to the effect that 
ng Withdrawing its candidate 


da i 
Candidate of ee in Grey North, where the 
‘cNaughto: eral Party is Gen, A. G, L 
The rumors w 


4 hich he 1 
interest, spiked are of unusua 
RE eaa seem to express wishful think- 
gest that Gen, MeNe purposeful lines, They ane 
$ Ce to the effective ab ee SeRE ae Gis 
M tie a ie Conservative Party was becoming 
lic. aed u an unpatriotic intention. of opposing 

Í Te ai at they might decide to allow him an 
Mie a . The rumors suggested, too, that 

, w ithdrawal of the Progressive Conservative 
l in Candidate might not take place immediately, but 
th Possibly at any time before the election took 
S Place; and in this Way a shadow 
= os over the Progressive Conservative intentions 
f | ae would extend itself even to the eve of the 
=] “ergy Finally, these rumors repeated the very 

| i reat used by the Prime Minister himself in the 

| last session of Parliament—the threat that his 

| Opponents had better not press him too far, or he 


3 iy | Would call a general election. 


i , j It is plain from Mr. McTague'’s words that 


none of these rumors has, or will have, any 
foundation in fact. “Gen. McNaughton has no 
chance of an acclamation in Grey North,” he says. 

“I would not be a party to any such move.” 
| j . It is no less plain from his words that he and 
$ i his party do not share the belief that Gen. Mc- 
$ Naughton is a figure which can be separated from 
politics—much less placed above them. No doubt 
Mr. McTague remembers, as many other Can- 
adians remember, that in a time of crisis on the 
issue of providing adequate reinforcements to the 
: | Canadian Army overseas, Gen. McNaughton ac- 
{ i$ | cepted the office of minister of national defence 
$ | at the invitation of Prime Minister W, L. Mac- 
kenzie King, and he accepted that office on the 
grounds that he shared the policies of Mr. King 
|) as against those of Col. J. L. Ralston, who had 
(| been asked to resign. The change of policy 
which Gen. McNaughton announced abruptly on 
| November 25 was not-an-idividual “aetion,—but- 


—_ 
ox 


no more than a move made with the Government 
of which he had become a member. 
e’ e ¢ ¢ 
d It is a matter of history (as well as a matter 
| of the Prime Minister's frank admission) that this 
| change of policy came about under the pressure 
| of an aroused public opinion, such as this country, 
| in the Prime Minister's opinion, has never before 
| known. It would be impossible for Gen. Mc- 
Naughton to extricate himself, or for anyone else 
to extricate Gen. McNaughton from the Govern- 
| ment with which’ he so readily associated him- 
self. Nor will it be possible to present as the 
| creation of Gen. McNaughton’s initiative the pol- 
licy which he and the Liberal Government were 
{ plainly compelled to adopt. Indeed, the most 
i pertinent question and the most insistent doubt 
1 ¥ is whether Gen. McNaughton is the man who can, 
under these circumstances, operate this changed 
a połicy with the vigor and the determination 
i which the needs demand. 

There is that other note in the current rumors 
—the warning that opposition to Gen. McNaugh- 
ton in Grey North may well provoke Prime 
Minister King into calling a general election. But 
this warning, which amounts to a political threat, 
is becoming illogical even according to Liberal 
reasoning. For in the natural course the present 
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of doubt was | 


i t will end in a few months, with a gen- 

ý | PE EE Gon as the next normal step: The only 

f i| alternative is an ger of the life of Parlia- 
j itself. 

f m e ar King himself has repeatedly 

A declared that it is not his intention to adopt this 

alternative; indeed he made this declaration for 

the last time only in the last session. Consequent- 

ly, according to Mr. King's own solemn declara- 

ons. a general election is going to be held in a 

' few months time. Accepting Mr. King as his own 

ity, the outcome in Grey North could not 

age A notable effect upon that policy of hold- 

nines election to which Mr, King is so 


plainly Carer no possibility—as there is no 


There is, aking the by-election in Grey North 
So far from being a non-political 


; hton is one of the most 
MeNang es upon our present Can- 


wbich he has chosen for 


a role 
| hi It yee which he must now play. And 
ae e Ke will have to play, among 


it is a role whic 


1 other places, in Grey North. 
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MONTREAL, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17. 


SHIFTING AN INTOLERABLE BURDEN, 

It may almost be sald that the Government 
and its apologists are conducting the Grey North 
election less upon the merits of Gen. A. G. L, 
McNaughton than upon the contention that a 
controversial and partisan by-election has been 
unpatriotically forced upon them while they are 
endeavoring to perform their duties in time of 
war. Consistent and concerted has been the effort 
to build up this impression and to drive home this 
accusation. Certainly the spectacle of a conscien- 
tious government hindered and distracted by 
narrow and insistent partisans might help to pre- 
vent the real issue in Grey North from becoming 
too inconveniently plain. Such, at least, is the 


hope that prompts this organized and vigorous 
Strategy. Prime Minister W. L. Mackenzie King 
himself has sought to provide an added caution to 
the spirit of partisanship by his statement yester- 
day that Parliament, though it will meet on Jan- 
uary 31, will take no action until the results from 
Grey North have been received, and will, presum- 
ably, act in accordance with these results. 

But instead of asking why it is that Gen. Mc- 
Naughton is being opposed, it would be more to 
the point to ask why Gen. McNaughton is running 
at all, What has caused this new minister of 
national defence jo enter public life and seek 
election? The fact is, of course, that the dismissal 
of Col. J, L. Ralston brought Gen. McNaughton 
out of his mysterious retirement, But why was 
Col, Ralston dismissed? 

_The fact of history—and of very recent history 
—is that the reinforcement crisis is the cause and 
explanation of the present election. But there 
need have been no reinforcement crisis, Had the 
Government seen its responsibilities and shoul- 
dered them faithfully and fully there would have 
been no change in the administration of the de- 
fence department, no outcry of national indigna- 
tion, no Special session of Parliament, no by-elec- 
tion in Grey North, 
fis dur eee Mhaigh it certainly saw 
When the need f ne performance of it. 
policy had become imperative, and Col. Ralston 
the Government de- 


Compelled to 
give. way before Public demand, the Government 
olicy of maintaining a 
ement system. 
It t thi 7 7 ° 
was a S point that Gen. McNau 

§ ghton 
should have returned to his retirement. Having 
rechea the conclusion that Col. Ralston had been 
right in his recommendation, the Government 
i ve reached the collateral conclu- 
sion that it had been wrong in requesting Col. 
Indeed, Prime Minister 


Draftees 
Arrive in 


British Isles 


OTTAWA, Jan: 20 — (C. 

P.) — Defence Minister 
McNaughton announced to- 
day completion of troop 
movements which began 
Christmas and ended with 
debarkation in Britain of 
more than 8,300 Home De- 
fence draftees “plus the full 
normal quota of reinforce- 
ments.” 

‘The Minister said a “high 
percentage” of absenteeism 
was reported during the 
movement of the various 
draftee units in Canada dur- 
ing the Christmas and New 
Year holidays with approxi- 
mately 6,300 still unre- 
ported. 

“of 15,600 N.R.M.A. 
~ (draftees) warned for over- 
seas service, 7,800 were at | 
one time over-due or absent | 
without leave, but 1,500 
have since returned volun- 
tarily or have been appre- | 
hended and of these 950 | 
have rejoined their units | 
during the last week,” he 
said. “Approximately 6,300 
are still unreported for var= | 
ious reasons, the majority 
being absent without leave 
but not deserters at this 
date.” . | 

It had been anticipated 
some of the men would take 
advantage of the pre- 
embarkation leave but the 
risk was accepted so there 
would be no discrimination. 


wee a a 


As it is, the man who had recommended aly 
change from the wholly voluntary system contin- 
ues to be excluded from office. And the man who 
had succeeded him because he would have no 
change in the wholly voluntary system continues 
in office as the exponent of a policy he so recently 
and so ably attacked. More than this, the Gov- 
ernment, having changed its defence ministers in 
mid-stream, finds itself under the necessity, and 
is placing Grey North under the necessity, of 
holding an election. What is far more painful to 
the Government is the necessity of presenting to 
the electors of Grey North a man who cannot 
shake from himself the undignified anomalies of 
his position and his sponsorship. Indeed, Gen. 
McNaughton stands in Grey North as an all too 
perfect representative of the intricate comprom- | 
ises and tenacious evasions of the Prime Minister 
who called him to office and who now presents 
him for election. ` 

It is most certainly true that a grievous re- 
sponsibility lies upon the shoulders of 'those who 
have made a by-election in Grey North necessary. 
No less grievous is the responsibility of those who 
have given it a partisan character. Nor should one 
fail to understand how anxious the Government 
is at this time to shift the weight of these respon. 
sibilities to others from its own bending shoulders, 
No one blames them acting as they do under their 
peculiarly unenviable circumstances, But neither 
will anyone wish to relieve them of those re. 
sponsibilities for partisanship which they were; — 
once willing to assume and which they are now| 
unwilling to carry. : 
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om the people, ‘Today, even system was the only hope. He It was who took 


ad sini p N on that office irrevocably opposed to conscription, to natural and not unjustified desire on the part of 

SMM ester evidence that Information make the voluntary system work. ana w it the public to know with what degree of vigor, of 
ae” ah ation was who, three weeks later, recommended lim- A 

fas age DOE withheld from the people. ited D E, paler of singling out 16,000 discipline and efficiency this policy would be car- 

Defense Minister McNaughton, pre- men as the “goats” of the Government's pre- ried out. ‘ ; 

y to entering the Grey North by-election, dicament. It soon became apparent that this natural 

peas erg about the countty boasting of the How could the men be other than confused? curiosity was nol to be easily satisfied. The Cen- 

t In the reinforcement situation, But. security regulations must not continue to sors of Publications, at the order of the Defence 

ie Pepetmemt of National Defense has at- be abused to protect the Minister from the re- Department, advised the newspapers of the 


country that no details about disorders or absen- 
tecism at assembly points were to be published. 
ji Now, however, the Censors have lifted their ban 

t concerning details of certain happenings at Lon- 


sults of his own actions. The time has come for 


w we censorship regulations to prevent 
Mr. McNaughton to talk, and talk facts. 


othe pes Teporting another side of the picture. 
ly conscious of the prime im- 


1s ip andonaer env lives far 


tary security, cannot in duty to "i e 
fers remiss accept the censors’ directions. don, Ontario, and camps in several other prov- 
@ Jez 2 Defense Minister McNaughton inces. A report of considerable length on absen- 
with mewspapermen in Montreal. He had teeism at the Queen’s Park barracks in London 
z sery to tell of the improvement in the McNaughton’s Hollow Gesture was issued on Friday by the Canadian Press to its 
pemimement Situation. He wished, he told re Ja n (E144 ; member papers. Military security was given as 
poms om be bad “graphs here to show you Partisans of Defense Minister McNaughton the reason for suppressing news of absenteeism. 
ha tery recruiting is running very much are trying to pin a medal on him and portray It is not known what reason has led to the ban 
Mhig == im the corresponding period last him as a patriot for refusing to accept a pension being lifted. 
r= of $8,120 on account of his military service, in Certain it is that the Canadian Press dispatch 
| Be Moser said that, taking into considera- addition to the $16,000 per annum hg will draw taUs ap interesig soy Home Defence troops, 
kiai mmber of conversions” from the as a Cabinet Minister, Lf he is elected. mostly from Western Canada, were given leave 
cmas, “ùe figures run higher than the all- Defense Headquarters, in a formal statement, and ordered to report to the Queen’s Park bar- 
Jhigh pends around D-Day... .” Eight days | says Mr, McNaughton would not approve a draft racks. It is reported that hundreds, possibly as 
Bam a Œp Borden, he repeated his claims. _Order-in.Councll_praviding „for. payment of -a many as seven hundred, have failed to return. 
Mess amin without his graphs, but assured service pension of $8,120, “on the ground that as More serious, as a reflection on army discipline, is 
mempen that “10 days ago we were ahead a member of the Government it could not be the statement that a considerable number of those 
lot fe: Saed in the Paes 1G s justified.” ; who actually did report, have §ubsequently de- 
amb Deember and January.” He was, he The truth is that Mr. McNaughton did not serted. 
er more concerned about the shortage of pass up anything to which he was entitled, If Indeed, one eyewitness claims to have seen 
uml ttan about any shortage of reinforce- he were offered a Ripe aa oE sao, streams of soldiers going over a six-foot fence at 
TEV and accepted it as a Minister, he would be guilty Queen’s Park barracks between midnight t 
2 ie very time the fstarxeernutting out of taking money illegally. o'clock in the morning. Others are aH EaR 
(thee naments, ete pe de Tubs Section 4, Subsection 13, of the Milla Pen- Jari Hythe Maas roùle from tmo to tiae unii 
nhat Be shortages were solved, most distressing sion Act prohlbits the payment of a service pen- noon the next day. But this escape route, though 
Jeanie had developed canst NRMA tfoops sion in addition to a Cabinet Minister's salary, the most favored, was by no means the only one. 
Peer unit. but accoss-the country. a member of Parliament's Indemnity, and other Others preferred to use a bench in their escape. 
| Batitechty, on ay a aday ihe Mile ler perquisites, including $2,000 in leu of a motor it is alleged, whereas, at another point, part of a 
rtalied is + le a car. Here is the law: barbed wire entanglement was r it 
| Montreal reporters—the censors jssued : as removed, and so 
= Erie to newspapers based on a “secret and In the event of the gross annual pension many are said lo have passed out by this breach 
i enron the Départment’ot granted io euei JastmenHonen i So aer that a path was beaten through the snow, It has 
ii fhe provisions of this Act, together, with the not be $ 
frati cense. The directive advised editors sya rate of salary which such officer is Sea this Soe woal steps were taken to pre- 
Dot ase of this statement the censors would receiving in the public service of Canada, HUSFEXO CUS, ut it is reported that a non- 
Feat tor publicatio: eports of b making an annual amount greater than the commissioned officer, also a draftee, was ordered 
eh et eave: 2k opie! glttioatins annual rate of pay and allowanees. pot to stop the outflow. He picked up his kit, and 
= which such officer's pension was compu ed, disappeared hi 6 
This troops, the payments of pension to such officer aa Cee h we i 
Solely acion, the directive stressed, was taken during the time he is in receipt of a salary asud upon ress has now issued a dispatch, 
rae the nurpose of saferuardineg Jives in the public service of Canada shall be re- Chronicl a front-page story in the Quebec 
and mation it has received The Globe duced so aise tis angus) its Sea acipent ea stipe According to this story, 
e y d such officer ar, re have bee 
volved pieno bing hg ae aa pert od shall not exceed the, annual ism and other Henne ta a Veal 
in conditions whic! p vate of pay and allowances upon which his i FLET. 
E 4 Conceal at the behest of the Defense ma slon Was computed. ee imera have been in general denied 
that ktore It has refrained from publishing If Mr, McNaughton drew the service pension reports havt pen careers as No. 5, 
tive bu in tion not in submission to the direc- on top of the Cabinet Minister's salary he would afta teineveonircires Tome er pray ase indicating 
facts t the absence of full and corroborative be getting $24,120 per annum, and would be the BCCOMeNGS in e Home Defence troops has 
there bane say, or state, right here, that highest paid publio servant in Canada, with the Become = difficult. Indeed, conditions have 
NAMA been heavy desertions from the ossible exception of the Governor of the Bank Sei ae in British Columbia that a 
AD ttt pi Canada, He would be getting more than the held in roa of military authoriteis is to be 
to the ig ict of those desertions are known | prime Minister, and nearly twice as much as ensures are today to determine what 
ton eangy Ht and his officials. Mr. McNaugh- any other member of the Cabinet. re to be taken, 
| did ng p MUnue to conceal those facts. He As a general on Jeave of absence after he re- Tur ¢ * + 
eny Wink of security when political expedi- turned from England he got $14,000 a year In lo Si no longer possible for Gen. McNaughton 
j the Hon, lated revealing troop movements in pay and allowance, according to a return tabled relate hhold a statement. His statement should 
| the St Commons, He then was able, for in the House of Commons. At not only to conditions at London and Val- 
Í ma of the party, to reveal that 10,000 Mr. McNaughton is not entitled to any tt m but to the Home Defence troops generally. 
units were being moved from bouquets because he declines to draw a military eae pe recalled that Prime Minister W. L. 
to concentration areas in Eastern pension on top of his Cabinet Minister's salary, b A e King, in his radio address on Novem- 
that those men would be delivered His supposed magnanimity ls a hollow gesture, as , declared that there were 16,000, Home De- 
December and January. SS oe tsoeRs. trained for infantry. Gen. McNaugh- | 
er E N ; ; ton should inform the public how many of these 


troops are now accot for and h are | 
no longer ite ee yt Ra 
r ai November there was a painful sense of 
mie ove roment and the people being at odds 
hae ach other, as the Government tried to con- 
ceal from the people a situation whose seriousness 


— 


Home Defence Army 


T A.W.L 
roops Reported W.L. 
Big Guns Enter OTTAWA, "Jan, 20 — (C.P) — Canada's Irksome zombie problem 
Grey North Fight ` faved Into print today as censorship authorities permitted publication 
ANNAN, r. of a hitherta-secret directive confirming that a "very substantial” 
`; » Ont, Jan, 19—(C. P). \ number of home defence {roops Is overdue from embarkation leave. 
Case, Pro, Ke \ The directive, now made public because security considerations {n- 
| pyeandidate n the] “He spoke while boys arom ws) ` volvo no longer exist, give no figures. Bul unofficial reports from} 
|5, last night y-election, fFedruary| Wn constituency were roaming across (ho Domilnlon Indiented the number might be anywhere from} 
‘| McNaughton asked Hon. A. G, L| the streets of Ottawa trying to 1,600 to 2,000, All are men destined for overseas under an order-in 
[reveal whether pe Minister, to brea Bown the red tape so ihat counell making n tolàl of 16,000 draftees available for overseas duty. | 
Loops have vet “Deen cent ower | turned Veterange” sald Nhe Cases ounFeniig an offlal statement from Defence Headquarters, ex- 
à AS, ` A S ` ee 4 ok es 
. M " ny, cross-country reports ey came from Quebec, Mont- | 
San. Lar, Adan Sherret, Pro pected today VRAE areal, London, Ont, Calgary, Regina 


Mr. Case ‘: ressive Conservativ —— E 
McNaughton, Tiaa ae the ENN Rae icy ‘and Vancouver—gave this unoffi-} 
state whether it was true that} "OY the Federa) election, who clal picture of the situation: f 
defence troops, who di spoke at the meeting said that Alt \ * At Quebec headquarters of Mili- 
a not tary District No. while denying || 
. 
Ee 
i 
|. 


_ yolunteer for oversea’ servi ce-Marshal Godfrey, after hav- 
fore embarkation, were Cerves tng been Inspector-general for the publlahed Taports pha ron pe 
3 nce roops aq “virtually taken 


pare time to pk over, Re AP, snail be able to polnt ti 
Š S e want out many instances of waste and y ossession” of Valcartier military 
Sae if one “zombie or ONECARE inefficieney which came to his \ | camp, said in a statement last | 
fted under the National Re-| Rotlce.” Instead, he sald, Mr, p 00 Absentees night that a “considerable” num- 
sources Mobilization Act,” had yet Godfrey is trying to build a record ber of men were absent without || — 
pan sent overseas. for the CGF, in the promotion of à ? ’ ot } leave al the time of departure || 
z { the draftees were given extra) & National war effort “when that 3 t from the camp. It added that}, 
ime to think the mbtter over,| PAC's only pronouncement In the re ougn “some” haye since returned, * || 
|Premier Mackenzie King would we! Ariy part of the war was to do- . R Wid d | 
able to say to “Quebec during the| nounce the sending of beer to i sports resnre™ f 
next general election that not onc} ‘ors in North Africa.” I M D No 4 At London, Ont., it was reported || 
man has been conscripted or sent | n . . . ami cases of men absent, without if 
overseas against “iL” ` eave from the Oxford Rifles and), 
Mr Case. e T reantl __ Godfrey Speaks MEMBERS of M.D. No. 4, Mont- tha Dufferin and Haldimand Rifle: || 
l MT, Caso said he also hed some OWEN SOND Jan, 18 (er) real companies of the Cana- may total as many as 700. 
"| questions he would like Air Vice- | 3, S ication of thejļ| ` ents 3 | è \ n - 
4 Marshal A, E Godfrey Sere. | Strength of the C.C.F, in the Grey dian Provost Cones ne sald, to (be ae Cal 00 d It was. said PLS 
| didate, to answer. | North Federal by-election cam- now engoged in trying to trace se e eado go cversces following 
S Godfrey Challenged | hich ee ane “bitterness with and return to their camps up to five days’ Nee at Christmas Sud | 
Air Marshal Godfrey “speaks on |ing us,” Air Vibe Marshal A ESH 1800 „leog iiom nawa AE Re a irailean to repoti 43 | 
behalf of the Socialist party,” saig | Godfrey said at a cam AEA camps who are at present absent their district depot. j 
S a ene - | meeting. palg + [without leave, having overstayed aon Regina, yore fear e G00 i 
S ntry which | “As a comparative newcomer t their ] by some weeks, it was raftees were. reported to, have | 
is not ruled by a one-party gov- | active politi SWCOMSE: be, eave: Dy i = failed to report for duty after | + 
| gov I politics, I must say I have learned last night. Christmas ard New Vear'sleave in 


ernment.” bee a 

Mr. Case said the statement Mr. | ea oy. fhe amon n ao The camps affected are said to Saskatchewan, their home pro- 

p eee ees a a a a S en a i ence De ge | Ane 1 j 

Si@ansGizency Jn the form of a d Aara iia been spread about by units: were returned in early De- , And at Vancouver, Pacific com- 

H D y opponents particularly,” cember from active service duties |mand Headquarters issued a state- 
3 ment says that about 20 per cent of 


sonal T on the Prine Min- S 
_jister to the electors. The state-||hħe said. Mr. Godfrey la in other parts of the Dominion. iti 
? = | said. 2 y later told ~ the British Columbia members of 
_jment, addressed to the electors, | | newspapermen he referred to W, Those who are absent are said to home defence units, stationed in| — 


British Columbia until last Decem- | 


asxeq thal partisan politics be laid i ig + 
e ani that Gen. McNaushton | servative Gass. i OBTesslye Cons be all men enlisted under the b Eea ih Saa d ; 
| be elected so he could sponsor war|| “He must feel very sure thal National Resources Mobilization eastern Canada, nad failed’ to ea . 

Í |measures in Parliament. the C.C.F. has taken a command- regulations, and who have been) port for duty, ` i 
{ When the by-election was called | jing lead in this campai vhen | referred ‘to b; l vi i 

f -people on the street were ques- | |he feels it necessa Paa wac x a ee ee Permission to publish the cen- 
‘\tioned and a straw vote was ry to resort to zombies. sorship directive confirming the 

| ne id Mr. oT such desperate tactics. bse K 7 8 A 
pecans Ere > Case: AT Referring to rehabilitation of' Believed: Deserters a ihe reports was given follow- 
F ae cite a E ae iy that people from the armed services, While a small number of the in Thu: ors. Tort AS CE or 
f the Government Tad made 2 mis-| De said there must be satisfactory i stis i Mail aH Spee EN 
$ * 4 aaa rey diuto: this jobs paying decent wages, to all men. may have overstayed their Mai wh ch mentioned the direc- 
J take in brines oar nto this| who were willing to work. This leave for various reasons they con- tive and said a large number of 
ETP > could only be achieved through | ~ Sustibl ms troops was missing, Censorship 
bart! A E sider justifiable, by far the over 5 ili 
j £ 7 a the maintenance of full employ-| H officials then conferred with mili- 
i = Na ment for all in Canada. i e belleved to ary authorities and it was agree 
‘ |) whe was willie to carry out the i Jolliffe Heard } e Gat “ihe ieee ee to Permit P olieaton of the E 
| “express will” of Premier King, e z: 7 
acho found that he could not E. B. Jolliffe, Ontario leader have no intention of returning ports, : é 
l manipulate Ralston (former De-| of the C.C.F, said that if rumors voluntarily. Information Promised 
fence Minister) any longer.” were correct Premier King will Official information is unavail- At the time it. was issued— 
C.CF. Denounced call a general election before Feb, lable as ie z newspapers received it the night 
The CCF. was not to pelf. Trony means he cant face the nad cine ne ae eE deuelaeeoldleoraurs 
T C.CF- t music in Grey North and must need a e time the mention’ of “rumors of disorders 
Tae e ema eg COE ooN ee open Aes goin units returned to Sorel and Joli- and Hea ee absentee smu and said 
a 7 d M. J. Coldwell (C.CF. feat. T. Jo! e sa elle that they were respectively security of troop movements was 
BRE aduta] ERR a baeri an| Le Resinent ae Contenuguay and | oie tne esa 
: there would ds unem-| structive proposals with respect to Les Fusiliers de Sherbrook: A © k | 
| aau baade ther pronket] Sache karai ona te pt] fears ons Te hn hhc at este fled 
§ a j is. ade in `S k 
£ “The C.CF. thrives on frighten- warren $ | have not Doci past month. or so, reports received by the Canadian 
3 i trying to build ‘Liberal speakers have nothing disclosed. ; 
ont pie Pre io scar @ the people.” | to offer but apology for the polic: | 5 EAER service troops are Pa gr dituba nere tone Ont 

4 song oe conservative| of their Government,” he said. » ìt is learned here. Farn- 100 draftees, 

g ne Progressive b “The To cam palaners® tenendi IMAA ham, an advanced training cent where more than raftees, 

g y believed the future could be pory p! en with’ an over g re, most of them from western Can- | 
loóked forward to with confidence their time firing mud in all direc- general See ne number of ada, were said to have scaled a 
but the main job at the moment | . tions. usual number of ire has no un. six-foot fence following trouble of 
wg ta HE WAE gs pe was| soy Bea ae irea estee — iethaut leave an tar an can be op net comrades failed to report 

r- gZ 0. cken era eader learned. e ` h comrades failed to repor 
sary that Gen, McNaughton of ie T rogresslye Conservative) y S For G , ae leave. r 
in the Commons sponsor party) will vis rey North. Mr, Vor General S 7 
De aetment’s war measures. is] Coldwell (Federal C.C.F. leader) When Le Regi nee ` he ondon adea ences pres j 
comes from a man who heads a| will be here next week. I wish Mr, guay was an de Chateau- of minor disorders at the barracks 
Government which has passed} King could come, too. If only the tormer basic t red to the Sorel hi roperty valued at $100 
more than 50.000. orderin counei elec o could nean all tree at December, it waning, centre last Neca rted to have been de- 

. under the War Measures 6l once there would be no doubt as ' Jofficer of M.D. y an "There were several inci- 
under tne Dine war,” said Mr.| to the result,” ably 200 men hag sireng at, Prob- stroyed the city, with fights and 
Cite Progressive Conservative) ~ ~ -~Maäckenzit-S h ae mnan i Volunteering Tor poistoon marenea lS ‘direc 

candidate in cken peec! 3 eneral service, as long as 3 Included in the censo = 
party, by navne ng giving the THORNBURY, Onl, Jan. 19 — as a whole was sent overn PN tive was a 225-word, secret aana 
the by-election, jenge which the| (C.P.)—Hon, I. Mackenzle, Veterans that there was every hope of ir confidential communication’ from 

B Gover: nmen a chrd brink about a| Minister, told a political rally the Soan the “number to Pat Olde Defence Headquarters, rromi nnen i 

f party, war effort.” Government did not know whether || beet. mos {information has 12 words were on ent upon pubs 

events within the next few weeks e about t i ques | 
Liberal Defeat ized| Would require that another session general service recrultig.® unite lication last night. em 
al party now realize of Parliament be held, but Jf an- Various inducements ha Communication Quo 
hion was facing sure} other session js held Defence Min- held out to N.R.M.A, enlist peen This communication, part of the 
Mr. King has said in ue ister McNaughton should have a who volunteered lo proceed ws Jirective, said: 
j to electors that in cal iB seat in the Commons, general service, Including the phere is under way at the pres- 
the by-election he had hoped Canada needed the combined Promise they would retale thet t moment a very heavy move- 
avoid political controversy, at, S| wisdom of all political parties, to platoon Identities and thelr ‘pres ent of reinforcements toward, the 
time when the war wage a successful war effort. Gen. naj: dee :O. and officer person fast Coast awe f 
oh. ' = tional’ Defence 
nt| McNaughton was an eminent sol- p n some cases plaloons were request of- ; 
Ink he ever rt dier and scientist, Noweg to give themselves pseu- Departmen. at tmportance|| 
y r knew National issues were not at themsejh one formation calling “Tt Is of the fa be denied || 
never intie| stake in the Feb, 5 Grey North by- selves “Les Loups,” that the enemy Shon rogram. pi 
clection, he sald. The people of Squads of tho Provost fe any information as to p! . 
Canada would have a chance to ex- qur to check up on men Va eh j Senate 
pengin venn onmia a (Rig Se ar erte 
he forthcomin X The Wher ndlíferent results. 
Ve election, which was belng post- numbers ePbouts of, the large 
poned as Jong as possible so that £ “missing” “troops UB 


Hon. Y into the reported t : 
had come eople would not headquarterce è Mystery” to local 


ister, f noth-} 
tuen and spoken 0! 
aD itation p At the 
JA anini kial ment, all pa 
-to support 


orous war effort. The 
Conserv: 


OF in any 


‘The absenteer are all ma bere 
of infantry regiments, ent eon 


Toxt of Statement 
various points In BO. fol 


Th connection with a presa atate- 


ment in a Quebec 
per on Jan. aa of an 
tions iis Ris Teadquarters authorities fast “November making t ee 
eerste Phe At Military District No, ð wish (| mombers of the Home Defenc 
Se embers sara to the have Qe following statement: | Army Avaliable for overseas Ret 
ree alte ` ons at Valcartier) vice, 
Ate oh SS S Rulltury camp in Military Distrtet Demonatrations trold 
EI TE e No, 5 ‘are normal in all respects! qt waa following tho passage ot 
x Nd imperii | | iaa, Qrarent ng disciplinary prod” lithia Onterin-Counall uht de non: 
oSA et Shousands ‘ot eat peyond ae oncount: | strations were held nt a Oe, 
= = eh Porth Ore as] A Vearee aranted over the 1/55 "ultary canis m ihla, en 0 
ana PS ct Saas Ree ag MR a Parades were noid through atroota 
RETA a ena Saen peik aa ia gan a | Rad, Opmonaprationn Malad Ar 
vnt n ot Canada pressure from th s about threo Unya, 
EESE anasa | MET Nee an at a alao Mua at maju 
senior of > > ` ces tha y ci x 5 
ras Deen asked) | oither in aE an at Terrace nentenced four so diong 
ps of disorders Th of Miltary Disttet No to two yeare lesa one day In An 
at various] ing k , i No. B. | for ortences against the Army Act 
tammen On} |moisted > Tanhandied or even Names ot the soldiers wero not 
enadtc the} | 2 AN units ach sp | released, $ 
picture of the! | trom Valcartier Suan here, Bh | Roglmonts Named 
: ng plans. as scheduled, although a considers} ‘Ten Eastern Canada regiments 
ee there haye been) [adle number of men were absent | Were moved trom thig province 
“Te, e Depart- without leave at the tme of de» | during December 
So aoti niot that St e | parture, some of whom have}, They were: Oxtont Riles, moved 
el ae et dist Ree since Mat date, from, Nanalmo PO a ont 
re rer ort i 3, h ey 
=a | | whitst resting “In he RONS Penne PSA hiiio i the Prince 
praat p te moment a very) | wounded | by the aceldental dis- jot Wales Rangers, from ‘Vernon: 
e ET ot men ee pos charge ota rinle from a, second the Princo Edwavd Island High 
Rane naan WES This por jrut some hundreds of yanis away, [landers from ‘Terrace; the Fusllors 
Prem OS prem fo and cons) | A court of inquiry disclosed ‘Ni de St. Laurent, from ‘Terincg to 
Binary 8S paid toward It, should) | facts pertaining to this :neldent {some point In Quebec! the Fual- 
maray and established the accidental fliers de Sherbrooke, from Nannimo 
TONE paget Te 2 : nature of It, to some point in Qube ge Mig 
yon ven to Baam and Regiment, fr L 
ò aeran" to the lives 600 A.W.L, in Sask. Midland Ont; the Saint John usl- 
a gO SEST [Snerent In | REGINA, Jan, 20--(C.P.)—More [ers ftom |, Nagano Rites of | 


as the present! 


~e cement across the 


exp mar 


completed, the 


of this informa- 
” pe Department of Na- 
Dino the Censors of pub- 
H pot be able tO pass 
publication reports 


pect without leave or 

e peni wW 
| ae =e! NRMA. difficul- 
are in any way con- 


» this movement and 
they can count on the 
newspapers 


as” 
Sc Command statement 

said that British 
in Home Defence 


given leave on the 
were ordered 10 


| see 


imig D per cent still AWL 


today 
reports said the men 
myg there were members of 
emn formerly stationed on the 
ete eest Who were en route to 


Canada and were dropped 
Tir eves. 
È om unéerst that of the 


at 
eir 


amed Police. The men ap- 
by the army or R.C-M.P. 
fier resistance but adopted 
z wde of “they can come and 


MD. 5 Statement Issued 


Quc, Jan 20 — (C.P)— 
No. so of Military District 
night peel in a statement last 
carter obat conditions at Val- 

camp were nor- 
respects” and pre- 
disciplinary problems 
tered a pe Minor cases ‘encoun- 

The © large camp”, 

conne ement was {ssued in 
listed with an article pub- 
Chrom@erday in the Quebec 
men of Telegraph which sald 


bave * 
of the Sally taken 


sented j 
beyong 


fused to fy orders but had re- 
ber quarters 
added y,tsdquarters statement 
of a m there had been no care 
officer om, officer, or any other 
» ether jn Valcartier camp 
No. SAY part of Military district 
even maler killed, manhandled, 0 


The stent? 5 
tem e leayes 
granie er at, Sad, Ae period 
da tomdance with ‘policy as 

were ina 224d no conce 
ste under pressure 


jthan 600 Home Defence Army bec |! 
[troops scheduled to “worsen, {canada from Vernon to Quer 
latter brief Christmas’ and New City; and the King’s Own Rifles of 


Year's leave at 


merly stationed on the Pacific 
| ante SES en route to eastern pons to report to agi Seta) toa 
F anes and were dropped off for * Mon Not Doserters 


‘more than 400 are absent without 
leave. $ 3 


leave, about 200 still are absent, 


The Calgary 
tront-page 
learned_ that approximately 
Home Defence 
berta who were scheduled to re- 
turn to cam 
leave at Christmas and New Year's 
failed to report to their district 
depot. 


been drift 


sented having to report back just 


days and took a 


strong disinclinatlon 


|the time the, 
| would have 


| 20 Per Cent A.W.L. in B.C. 


I a aa 
Columbla members of Home De- 
fence Army un 
this province until last December 
when they were moved to eastern 


regiments were given leave here 


and ordered to report 
camps at the expiration of their 


time. Officials were 4 
slate the actual number of ab- eave Have been referred to spe-|, 
tees. . f} 
sen Ai we know is that approxi-| The Globe and Mall quoted a l 
mately 20 per cent of the men| number of men as sayl they 
who were given leave here por stood beforo a medical officer 
to their transfer are still A. .L.| who did not examine them One 


Brunswick; the Royal 


Canada from Nanaimo to some- 
where in Ontario. 

Army officials sald that before 
the units lelt the west coast, mem- 
bers living here and in other west- 
em provinces were given leave as 
they headed eastward with instruc- 


“thelr homes in 


The men are not to be classed as 
deserters, officials sald, indicating 
that they have been, absent only a 
short time. A soldier. is not 
classed asa. ex unti has 
been. away without leave ‘for 21 


days, 

Officlals pomted out that while 
a number of British Columbia men 
Avere members of the units in 
training in this province, there are 
no British Colimbla Home Defence 
‘regiments now in training here. 
The last B.C. Home. Defence regi- 
ment to leave was the Rocky 
Mountain Rangers which went to 
Eastern Canada last May and later 
was sent overseas as reinforce- 
ments afler D-day, 


G.S. Men Protest 


TORONTO, Jan, 20—(C.P.) — 
The Globe and Mail in a news- 
page story today sald a number 
of Genora) Service personnel now 
in Toronto with five years army 
service overseas to thelr credit are 
“vigorously protesting their ex- 
pected imminent return to the 
battlefronts.”” 

The paper said many 
men insisted that if they 
seas again it will be “manacled 
and under armed guard.” They 
said what they believed to be their 
pre-ombarkation medical examin- 
ations were “a joke.” 

The soldiers were some of the 
five-year service men permitted 
to leave the battlefields before 
Christmas and returned to Canada 
for a 30-day leave. They claimed 
they were "receiving unfair treat- 
ment.” 

Twenty-nine men in one groy 
told the” Globe and Mall “they 
thought five years' service was 
enough for one man, “especially 
when there are thousands of fit 
soldiers, both draftees and G.S. 
who have never Jeft Canada.” `” 

Major complaint of the men 1n- 
terviewed by the paper was they 
have received no medical examin- 
alion since 1939 and that “what 


It was understood that of the 
first group of 1.100 given leave 


“Of the second group of 400 given 


400 Out in Alberta 
CALGARY, JAN. 20 — (C.P.)— 
Herald said ina 
story today jt had 
400 
raftees from Al- 


following flve_ days’ 


The paper said the men have 

ng back and reporting in 
small groups since New Year's 
day, but it is estimated that more 
than 100 ore still at large. 

Military District 13 officials sald 
they were not in a position to 
make a statement on the matter. 

The paper added: 

“Some of the men were given 
five days’ leave and told to report 
on Christmas Eve in readiness to 
leave for mobilization centre in the 
east on Christmas Day. Others 
were given the same leave and 
told to report on New Year's Day.” 

A number of the men returning 
voluntarily are said to have re- 


of the 
go over- 


the other of the holi- 
“few days extra” 
to spend with thelr families. 
Others are said to have had a 
to proceed 
overseas and were hopeful that, by 
returned, thelr units 
Tert Canada.” 


—— 


before one or 


VANCOUVER, Jan. 20—(C.P.)— 
About 20 per cent of the British 


Its, stationed in 


nada, have failed to re rt for 
EE cuthorities at Pacific Com; areas for a medical today is a 1 
nce . 
mand, headquarters announced) A spokesman at Military Hend- 
British Columbia men in the auarters sald: “Proof that our 


doctors do more than sit at y 
and look at a man, comes Hotes 
fact that the cases of 25 per cent 
of the men home for Christmas 


to their 


unable to 


per cent are known to private was quoted as saying, “He 


I Sr ea an SEL 
seas,” Overs j: 
mon aad way ot knowin fat 
jie ta ag iet Jenos: | 
they would not that 


d. G 
Maj.-Gen, George R. Pearkes, 
Commanding-in- 
Command 
held 


be 


Columbia Attorney-General} 
8. Parsons 


erintendent. C. 
commanding the Ro 
Mounted Police in 
and Chief Donald Mi 
Vancouver police. 


to 
said, © 
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MONTREAL, MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 


A COLLAPSE IN MORALE. 


The statement issued by Gen, A. G. L. Mo- 
Naughton, Minister of National Defence, discloses 
a situation among the Home Defence troops that 
jis far worse even than what was suspected or 
feared. It is now a matter of official admission 


that of the 15,600 Home Defence troops advised 
that they were to be sent overseas, 7,800, or pre- 
cisely one half, were at one time overdue or 
absent without leave. To the present time, only 
1,500 of these have returned. or have been re- 
turned by police action. There are still 6,300, or 
40 per cent., whose whereabouts are unknown. 


In this widespread collapse of authority, in- 
volving camps across the country, much is in- 
volved. The war effort, which so many good 
Canadians have paid with their lives to make 
glorious, is now being publicly and internationally 
disgraced. More than this, the position of the 
men now fighting overseas is again placed in 
grave uncertainty. For these 15,600 Home Defence 
troops constitute the trained reinforcements which 
are essential for maintaining the overseas pools. 
Gen. McNaughton announces that “the special 
program arranged for use of N.R.MA, personnel 
overseas is also progressing according to sche- 
dule.” It is difficult to see“ħow the program for 
the use of N.R.M.A. personnel overseas can be 
progressing according to schedule, when 40 per 
cent. of the trained men are not accounted for. 

The conduct of the Home Defence troops has 
shown a flagrant disregard for the authority of 
the Government because the Government has 
failed to inspire in these troops a respect for its 
authority. An authority strong and determined 
is not violated in this manner. The men feel 
under a weak and wavering discipline because 
the will that directs it is so obviously hesitating. 
There is the conspicuous fact that the Government 
was driven into a conscription policy by the force 
of an irresistible public opinion, that it adopted 
this policy with an undignified haste; that it be- 
came’ a conscriptionist government under protest 
and with intricate compromise. When it now 
approaches the men and demands of them a 
prompt and unwavering response, its words fail to 
evoke respect and its orders fail to exact obedi- 
ence, 

——To-understand how deep lies*this wide’ disre- 
gard for the Government, it must be borne in 
mind that these Home Defence men are not raw 
recruits, unused to army life or ignorant of the 
necessary consequences of insubordination. Most 
them have been long in the service, some of 
ornan long as two or three years. Indeed, be- 
ye hey were granted their leaves, they were 
solemnly warned of the consequences of not*re- 
el So it is that these men know well what 
ey do. When military discipline is broken by 
s large a number of men, so deliberately, and 
with such composure, it is the discipline, rather 
than the men, that has lost moral vitality. 
i If the Government has shown any determina- 
tion towards these men in recent years it has 
praia mainly in trying to break their spirit. 
a vy act of creating such an army involved 
EAR iE of an invidious distinction and an 
aadi al mentality. But these reactions were 
y consolidated. The general recruiting 
enan ee consisted in great measure of exhorta- 
a men as yet out of army service not to 
ming as these men were. Even such campaigns 
e overseas enlistment as were conducted among 

e Home Defence troops themselves consisted 
often of efforts to humiliate them into a higher 
view of their responsibilities, 
ne Such treatment as this could have, and has 

ad. only one result. -Gradually the men hard- 
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A valiant doubt is a diviner thing than a feeble 
delief—L. P, Jacks, 


MONTREAL, TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 


ADDING INSULTS TO INJURIES, 


Prime Minister W, L. Mackenzie King has 
often declared his deep unwillingness to launch 
is country into a general election in time of 
War. But by these very appeals to the Canadian 
People not to place him under the necessity of 
calling an election, he places himself under ex- 
Septional responsibilities, He is, in fact, placing 
upon himself the duty of so conducting the gov- 
ernment of the country in time of war as not to 
give ovcasion for any reasonable desire or urgent 
necessity for holding an election. 
_ In short, if he really believes that an election 
in wartime would be so nationally injurious that 
`t is his duty to avoid one if at all possible, then 
jhe should also believe that it is his duty to con- 
duct the wartime government of Canada with so 
responsible a spirit and with such efficient results 
&s to provide no legitimate grounds for any wide- 
Spread public resentment, A good government 
governs easily, for it governs a-contented people, 
But at the very time that the King Govern- 
ment appeals to the people not to force it into the 
painful necessity of holding a general election, 
the disquieting deficiencies of its administration 
are mirrored with perfect plainness in public 
events. Under these circumstances, such an appeal 
becomes, in effect, an appeal to the people not 
to disturb a government that is governing badly. 


Within only the last few months the entire. 


country has been deeply astonished and upset by 
two crises. In both cases the Government, by sins 
of amission and commission, allowed these crises 
to develop. In the end, they burst out of govern- 
ment silence into public knowledge, and, becom- 
ing public knowledge, produced profound reac- 
tions of public opinion. 

A few months ago, Mr. King said, in reference 
to a general election, that he could “think of no 
course of action fraught with greater danger to 
our war effort.” But the two crises which have 
been allowed to arise within a few months have 
been fraught with very great danger to our, war 


effort. They have disclosed a hesitant and irreso- || 


lute mentality in the country’s wartime adminis- 
tration; they have raised uncertainties about the 
sufficient maintenance of the reinforcement poan 
overseas; they have provided this county w: h 
damaging advertisement among our Allies ans 
with encouraging advertisement among 
es. 

CO E King declared last November that a gen- 
eral election might have the effect of remove, 
him from office and replacing him with anarchy. 
There are times’ when the alternatives are by ao 
means wholly distinct. Certainly a conditione of 
anarchy exists at present among the Tome i 
fence troops detailed for overseas, when p A 
cent. were recently absent without leave, an 
when, 40 per cent. are stil] unaccounted a ie 

The gathering impatience of the peop. A re 
been provoked by the essential tediousness ? ae 
Government’s manpower failures. Only re x 
vember the country was put through an ased 
ience of almost intolerable anxiety. It yes sit 
that, having felt the weight of an apua Ad We 
opinion, the Government would recover eat the 
tendency to evade its responsible Noaber 
first crisis only produced the second. reia % 
the Government displayed its unw cla 
use the Home Defence troops Ns eae 
overseas service, Now it has per Ar 

t of them to run through its relaxed I ae 
r is obvious that the Government: : sue 
against holding an election would haye a 
convincing validity if the Governm 
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WIDDNISDAY, JANUARY 24, 1945 


A NATION'S HEALTH 


IS 


A NATION'S WEALTH 


THE GREY NORTH SITUATION 
pees KING'S message to the electors 
of Grey North poses a grave problem 
not only to the electors of that constituency | 
but to the whole country as well. The prob- 
lem, simply stated, is whether the nation is 
to be-thrust into the turmoil of a general 
election at a critical period of the war. It 
Was generally assumed that this issue had 
been decided when the House of Commons 
voted confidence in the Government after the 
reinforcement controversy, but in Grey North 
the whole issue has been revived and re- 
fought. As a result, Mr, King feels—and 
with some reason—that he is being forced to 
call a general clection earlier than the 
interests of the country would demand. 
Parliament, he told the Grey North elec- 
tors, will meet on January 31st only to bring 
to an end the session which began a year 
ago. No intimation is Biven as to when the 
new session will be called, and it is not 
improbable that should the opposition. succeed 
in defeating General McNaughton, the elected 
candidate will never take his seat in Parlia- 
ment because Parliament may not be sum- 


moned until a general election has been held. 
In that event, the whole co! 


ontroversy stirred 
up during the by-election campaign will have 
been fruitless and futile, 


The Prime Minister is no 
Constitution to call an elec 
time after the dissolution 
that the B.N.A. Act says on this score is that 
the life of Parliament ‘shall be fiye years and 
that it must be galled into Session once at 
Jeast in every year, (Articles 20 ana 50.) 
The Government, then, is under no compul- 


t bound by the 
tion’ within a fixed 
of Parliament, Al 


Solves, It could carry 
the House, functionin 


military affairs were 


Should not be held at a time when its holding 
Would distract the eas. 
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NGS! 
OF SHIPS BARED 


BY MCNAUGHTON 


Delence Minister Says U-Boat 
Peril Is Increasing Rast in 
the North Atlantic 


— 


Shallow Lake, Ont., January 24. 
—®—Defence Minister McNaughton 
said tonight that “Today the North 
Atlantic is, as it hasn't been for 
months past, alive with German 
submarines.” 

“We are having ships sunk day 


-_ 


by day,” said Gen. McNaughton in} 


telling a political rally here why he 
had not been able to campaign last 
week as government condidate in 
the Grey North election of Febru- 


ary 5. 

He had remained at his desk in 
Ottawa last week because a large 
draft. of reinforcements for the 
4 y was on the high seas. He was 
unable to tell the electors of Grey 
North why he had remained until 
the troops had arrived safely over- 
seas. 

“The North Atlantic is a mighty 
cold place and we-don't want the 
submarines to att at our troop 
ships,” he said. Tt was essential to 
keep out of the press any informa- 
tion about troop movements “des- 
pite the wild and careless demands 
of certain newspapers,” he said. 

‘ Speaking to a gathering in the 
Orange Hal of this village, Gen. 
McNaughton said: `. 

1. He was having a “little trouble” 
with his health when he returned 
to Cansda last year as commander 
of the Canadian Army overseas. 


MEDICAL CLEARANCE 


2. He had decided he was not cut 
out for public life and had “prac 
tically” committed himself to an- 
other line of endeavor when Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King asked him 
to become Defence Minisier. 


3. Before he accepted the post he |. 


had “got clearance from doctors that 
J could ¢o back to something stre- 
muous.” 

4 The order-in-council passed 
during the last session of Parlia- 
ment made all home defence troops 
liable for overseas service and gave 
the Defence Minister the authority 
to take 16,000 as a first draft. 

5. Military authorities had advised 
that if it was planned to get 8,000 
NEMA troops overseas 15,000, 16,- 
000 or 17,000 should be warned for 
overseas ‘service because 6,000 or 
7,000 likely were to go absent with- 

ut leave. 2 
“Telling of events which Jed up 
to his entry into the government, 
Gen. McNaughton said that when he 
returned from overseas “I hada Ei 
tle trouble with my health and ; 
spent some time getting it back 
While recuperating he had decides 
that he was not cut out for public 
life ang he had practically commu 
ted himself Pto anome line of en- 
en mer ‘reinforcement issue 
cropped u and the Prime un 
ister consulted him to find out what 
should be done to meet the situa- 
tion. Gen. McNaughton said he na 
never been very far away from_the 
army following his return to Can 
ada and he told Mr. King wha 
course he believed should be iol- 
IoT i ink it is a duty to the state 
that when you give advice you 
should be prepared to carry sour 


Ree ann 


I 


diately was that of getting rein-; 


forcements. A source for the rein- 


‘MANY NOT GOOD,’ 


“I had a feeling that a proportion 
Gt pent cease 
that a roportion were 
good to God or man,” said Gen. 

fa on. 
Mee nea a feeling that the home 
defence troops had not been well 
treated and had been driven rd 
themselves, Instead of counting i 
an honor to serve their ren A 
Country, their outlook was sw) oF 
ed around and they were bansi u} 
of the fact that they were “zom e i 
and doing nothing for their coun: 


j after accepting the eab- 
inet. oy he twice appealed to ae 
home defence men to come 
ward and serve their country. 
throughout the country 
McNaughton said. a 
pect half the newspapers 
ada to turn against you for 


| 
“I was met with a storm of apuse 
“You don't ex-| 


persona 


Liberal Organ Critical of King 


For Risking McNaughton Defeat 


(Gazette Staff 
Quebec, January 24, — Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King is re- 
roached today in the leading ed- 
torial of Le Soleil, French lan- 
guage afternoon dally which still 
farses at its masthead the slogan 
“Organ Liberal,” because he has 
exposed Gen, McNaughton to the 
danger of a defeat in Grey North, 
which the general personally does 
not merit, rather than naming him 
to the Senate, A parliamentary sec- 
retary could have handled matters 
in the House of Commons for the 
Minister of National Defence, stat- 
ed the article. 


This is the second attack against 
the federal government in Le So- 
leil this week, ` 

Today's editorial refers to the 
worth of Gen. MeNaugh- 
ton, stating: “It may be that Gen. 
McNaughton will never be elected 
to the House of Commons, but that 
will not detract from his record 
of services. To him belongs, be- 
cause of his example, devotion and 
efficiency, the honor of having 
created a Canadian a the value 
of which is proclaimed by military 
experts in the Allied camp as in 
that of the Germans. It may also 
be that the new minister of de- 
fence will never be beaten, either 
in a byelection or in a general 
election. Rather than to have ex- 
posed him to a defeat which he 

oes not merit personally, it would 
have been preferable for Mr. Mac- 
Kenzie King to have named him 
senator, leaving it to a parliamen- 


Mr. King’s Dilemma 


(Le 


pointe was a 


Since the death of the late Min- 
ister of Justice (Rt. 
Lapointe), Mr. 
cost him tremendously dear. Mr. 
King has Jost 
Messrs, Cardin, Ralston and Power. 
The Liberal Party has been defeat- 
ed in three provinces where it had 


Correspondent.) 

tary secretary to answer for him 
in Yne House of Commons, No 
doubt, contrary to what exists still 
at London, the custom established 
for close to 40 years would have it 
that the head of a department be 
a deputy at Ottawa, Bul, unless we 
err, the custom has nol the force 
of law, and the leglalators may 
even make exceptions to the rule 
in special eases. No matter what 


worthy today, as yesterday, of lhe 
extraordinary compliments of which 
he was justly the object, Among 
those who are Hah Ung him at this 
moment, there are publie men who 
had suggested him as a leader ac- 
ceptable to all partics In a unlon 
government} and others fiave re- 


proached the Prime Minister for | 


not having Invited him carller to 
oin his cabinet. The name of Gen. 
AcNaughton has even been pro- 
posed İn England as ono of the 
strategists worthy of belng a mem- 
ber of the High Command of the 
Allies, All this does not prevent the 
electors of Grey North having the 
right: to vote agalnst such a man 
in order to attack a party or a 
povernmen There are many coun- 
es in the Province of Quebec 
where in the same circumstances, 
a moderate opinion would have 
shown more regard for Gen. Mc- 
Naughton.” 


Droit) 


Hon. Ernest 
King’s policy has 


three ministers: 


a strong majority when Mr, La- 
ive, These are Que- 


\ bec, Saskatchewan and Ontario, By 


ter's 


Canada. 


movement. 
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opinion among 


ment will 


of the 
it Is 


tion, 


that, in the event of a victory for 
General McNaughton, the Govern- 
tall a short session at the 
end of February, 
then be dissolved on April 17, Then 
a general election will 
some months later. But in the event 
Defence Minister's defeat, 
believed : 
ment will not convene for the nev 
session, but th a 
eneral election -for the 


pril. 
1] that, however, js e 
All apa CNES a pure specula. 


its conscription policy, the Liberal 
Party, renouncing its platform of 
the last 25 years, has lost Quebec, 
the bulwark of the Prime Minis- 
{i political int 

orever, he disintegration of the 
Liberal Party has assumed serious 
proportions, especially 


Support, perhaps 


in French 


Ca Liberal members have 
joined the ranks of the Opposition. 
Some new parties have arisen—the 
Bloc Populaire and the Independent 
That is the 
sheet of the King Government's 
policy since the death of the late 
Minister of Justice. 

This Government now approach- 
es the end of its term of office, 
Unless it demands an extension, it 
will expire April 17 next. The 
new Defence Minister, Mr. King's 
trump card in the sad national and 
political conscription crisis, is the 
centre of a viole 
Grey North; so much so that no 
one ventures to predict who will 
win this ccmplementary election. 
That is certainly sufficient cause 
to make a man cautious, who has 
to choose between a general elec- 
tion, either on short notice or in 
six months, and an attempt at ex- 
tending the life of Parliament un- 
der present conditions, 
| What will Mr, King do afler the 
fifth of Februsry? The general 

Olitical 


alance 


ent campaign in 


p! observers is 
Parliament will 


take place 


that the Govern- 


at it will call a 
end of 


me Minister 


does not know what he will do him- 


self if Grey 


North does not elect 


General McNaughton. 


happens, Gen. McNaughton remains | 


~slores, banks, restaurants, places of 


ALL EMPLOYEES 
TO BE CHECKED 
IN A.W.O.L, HUNT 


R.GM.P. and Provost Press 
Search for 1,000 Missing | 
Draltees in This Area 


_— 


Intensification of the search for 
fhe more than 1,000 home defence 
troops A.W.O.L. from regiments 
stationed in Quebec province will 
be featured by a complete re- 
ehecking of all employers and em- 
ployees with firms, banks, stores, 
yestaurants, places of amusement 
and other establishments. ee 

i as learned here yesterda: 
trom Sup t. Josephat Brunet, officer 
commanding the Quebec division of 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Po- 
lice; and Insp. C. W. Harvison, in 
charge of the R.C.M.P. Criminal In- 
vestigation Bureau. i r 

It was also report on goo 
authority that even the employees 
in all war plants would be check- 
ed, but no official comment could 
be obtained on this point, . 

Military authorities still main- 
tained a shroud of secrecy sur 
rounding present and near future 
activities in connection with the 
search for the deserters and absen- 
tees. It was learned from an unoffi- 
cial source, however, that steps were 
being taken to give members of the 
Canadian Provost Corps authority to 
check on civilians as well as uni- 
formed army personnel or to use 
special agents for such work. It was 
agreed that this would be a step in 
the right direction and would en- 
able the Provost Corps members to 
better collaborate with the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police in the 
large task of conducting the coun- 
try-wide search for the 6,300 soldiers 
missing since they were giving pre- 
embarkation leave. 

The R.CM-P. chiefs here stated 
that the re-checking of all em- 
ployers and employees with firms, 


amusement and other establish- 
ments here will be conducted some- 
what along the lines’ of the check 
made here about six months ago 
when the employers were ordered 
to collaborate with the National 
Selective Service in checking all 
employees. The employers in the 
previous case were obliged to de- 
mand discharge, deferment of ex- 
emption army papers from all em- 
ployees, and to report to National 
Selective Service all employees un- 
able to produce such papers. The 
latter were then renotte by Na- 
tional Selective Service to the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 


TO REPORT TO POLICE 


This time, however, the employ- 
ets will be obliged to report direst 
to the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Polce and the Provost Corps. The 
police will investigate all em- 
Ployees within the military age 
nuts who are unable to Produce 
the necessary apers, 
ay phe Possibility of civilians actu 
py being stopped on the streef 
yv the R.C.M.P. or Provost Corps 
officers for checking purposes was 
not foreseen for the moment ac] 
cording to information obtained. 
But the search for missing sol. 
diers and delinquent draftees will 
Phea ducted with diligence a 
si employment, rail 
stations, public buildings, places’ a 
amusement such as dance halls 
owling alleys, pool rooms, cab- 
meta clubs, Establishments were) 
arbotte’ games, illegal card! 
games and other gambling will also! 
come in for their fair share of 
searching as well as many a placal 


known by police to have beta for 


merly used as hiding spots, 
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MONTREAL, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 


YOU SPEAK, NOT 1. 

The statement issued yesterday by Prime 
Minister W? L. Mackenzie King regarding the 
Grey North by-election provides an additional 
revelation of his attitude towards the growing 
opposition with which he is finding himself alarm- 
ingly confronted. This attitude was strikingly 
disclosed last November when he felt his position 
shaken by public indignation. At that time he 
would not admit that there had been any defici- 
ency in his administration, but contended that 

| uothing more than a movement of organized un- 
vest had produced the crisis. This movement of 

| Gigenized unrest, so far from having any justifi- 
cation in fact, would one day “be exposed and 
fully condemned.” 

It is with this same strategy that he now at- 
tempts to offset the alarming opposition in Grey 
North. He decleres that one thing no administra- 
fon could afford. to countenance would be “to 
alow its own position in the confidence of the 
comntry to be undermined by unwarranted and 
unworthy party activities on the part of political 
opponents, while the administration itself was 
&ving its undivided attention and devoting its 
Whole energies to the prosecution of the war effort 

» 

E te eae this statement of principle to 
the particulars in Grey North, he declares that 
“the activities of the Government's opponents; in 
the by-election campaign, in arousing piri oee 
and passions and in stirring up party ponpe 
controversy on all kinds of questions are both ‘un- 
warranted and unworthy’.” , 

aide very characteristic of Mr-King that ho 
fhould make much of constitutional poln and 
Present himself as acting in an eminently T 
tutional, and, consequently, in an BEE ae 

tic manner. So it is that he now aie is 
that if confidence in his administration is fur ; 
Undermined by unwarranted and unworthy PTY, 
activities, he will find himself under the nece: uf 
i f calling a genera 
however great his reluctance, ©: 


my jf examined somewhat more closely, it 


fra 
Will be seen that such a move on Mr. Winga part 
might have certain political advantages. , pei 
lection would then obviously be fough' one 
Sund that he is being compelled to appeal the 

5: Electorate, not because the deficiencies of his o ; 
ž rate have of themselyes~ effectively 
Py pauper blic confidence, but because Be 
Warr; ra pared St party activities on the 
ert ot on ie 1 opponents have sought to destroy 
a jn an administration which has 
been hs on PEG Apie attention and its whole 
Prae rosecution of the war effort of 
Beets tore than this, he has systematically 
sunuy, Mare e a general election in wartime 
Bpesrored to mak ble national] injury. Conse- 


Spear like a terrible na anng come about, it 

tly, if such RA the whoje responsibility of it 
4 seek to p: nen those who had criticized the 
‘the shoulders of © 


Je ge 


- tives of this criticism from his own fail 


s ar 
A Pe 


THE PO 


O P 8 og 

It remains to be seen, however, to what extent 
those who have lost confidence in the Government 
will feel themselves unwarranted and unworthy, 
It also remains to be seen to What extent the 
ordinary family people of the country, who have 
committed their sons to the nation’s war effort, 
will feel convinced that the administration has in 
fact been giving its undivideg attention and its 
whole energies to the Prosecution of this effort, 
It will, still further, remain to be seen to what 
extent, in a Canadian democracy, criticism of the 
deficiencies of a party Bovernment will be accept- 
ed as action against the security of the state, 

For the fact is that Mr, King himself has pro- 
vided only too wide a cause for the opposition 
which he now both resents and fears. Subjected 
to severe criticism, he seeks to transfer the mo- 
ures to the 
e answered 
ars ago by 


unfairness of his critics, He may best b 
in the words written some twenty ye 
an eminent Canadian writer: 

“If any person... were to protest that 
strong words are used in depicting his linea- 
ments, the defence of Electra avalls: ‘You 
Speak, not I.. You do the deeds, 

find me the words.’ 2 


T AND THE KETTLE 


KING AND COLDWLL 
GANG UP, SAYS CASE 


_—_ 


Conservative Candidate in 
Grey North Sees Sinister 
Relations 


- _—e 


GODFREY LAUDS C.C.F. 


SS el 


He Says It Is the Only Party 
in Canada with a Con. 

structive Policy for | 

Common Man 


— 


Heathcote, Ont., January 24. — ™ 
—Garfield base PANS Con- 
¿ervative candidate in the federal 
byelection February 5 in Grey 
North constituency, charged in a 
campaign speech tonight that 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King and 
C.C.F. leader M. J. Coldwell are 
“ganging up to split the anti-gov- 
ernment vote in the byelection.” 

He added: “It will take a lot to 
convince me that there isn’t col- 
lusion between the government 
and the C.C.F. party.” 

In an address prepared for de- 
livery_ before a political rally in 
this Grey county community, Mr. 
Case asserted that when Defence 
Minister McNaughton was nomin- 
ated as the government candidate 
local C.C.F. supporters said they 
didn't have a Man to nominate 
even if they were asked by the 
central party organization to enter 
a candidate. Then Air Vice-Mar- 
shal A. Earl Godfrey was brought 
in from Gananoque, Ont, to run 
as a C.CF. candidate 

Mr. Case said that if he didn't 
have the backing of John Bracken, 
National Progressive Conservative 
Jeader, “I wouldn't carry: his stand- 
ard and he knows it.” 

He made this statement in com- 
menting on an article in the Win- 
nipeg Free Press, written by Grant 
Dexter, which said: “It is fairly 
well known at Ottawa that Mr. 
Bracken was opposed to putting up 
a candidate in Grey North. Furth- 
er, he is said to have regarded the 
candidacy of Mr. Case as not up 
to the standard he would prefer.” 


DENIES STATEMENT. 


“I challenge that statement with 
all the strength at my command,” 
said Mr. Case. 

Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
was attempting to “sabotage” the 
byelection which was being held in 
the interests of the people. Mr. King 
had issued statements which were 
causing confusion in the minds of 
Grey North voters and had inti- 
mz2ted that the byelection would 
be called off if Gen. McNaughton 
was not given an acclamation. 

“He is holding a threat over the 
heads of the electors, a threat such 
as never should be held over the 
heads of a democratic people.” 

The C.C-F. was ready to support 
conscription of manpower “on the 
condition that Canada adopt social- 
ism, something the boys overseas 
are fighting against.” Canada had 
progressed under the democratic 
system which the C.C.F. sought to 
destroy. While some changes were 
needed to keep up with z changing 
world, the troops overseas should 
have a say in them. 

“The C.C.F. had no appeal to make 
-to the electors of Grey North and 
is “seeking to sell ideas that are 
completely foreign to the British 
system of government.” 

Mr. Case said Gen owas 
was quoted as saying in a = 

len speech 1st En that last 
November he had recommended 
e 


troops 


that the government mak 
Canada’s home defence 


~available for service overseas. 
“If that jg the-cose-ha-ngw Js In 


the same position as Ralston was. 
in, but apparently he hasn't the 
same courage to foll 
(Col, J. L. Ralston resi 
November as Defence Minister after 
the government turned down his 
suggestion that home defence troops 
be mada available for overseas 
service.) 
as one of the “big- 
Col. Ralston w. ig: 


Canada today. 
o make a mo- 
hen he recalled 


sed of its com- 
poA the decision 
have 


Praises 0.0.F, Policies 


Holland Centre, Ont., January 24, 
— @ — Air Vice-Marshal A, Earl 
Godfrey, retired R.C.A.F. officer 
who is C.C,F. candidate in the Grey 
North federal byelection at a meet- 
ing tonight sald the C.C.F, party 
believed Canada had suffictent re- 
sources, “if they are properly 
used,” to raise the living standards 
of Canadians without depriving 
anyone of any comfort. 

“One of the reasons I joined the 
C.CF.." he said, “was because I 
found it was the only party which 
had a constructive program design- 
ed to improve the fortunes of those |, 
who were not as well off. The 
C.C.F. does not believe in tearing 
down the living standards of those 
who, through their own hard work, 
have earned a little comfort and 
security for themselves. 

“I remember, after the last war, 
how many of my former comrades 
came home to unemployment and 
breadlines. I find in the C.C.F, the 
only party which is determined 
that the veterans of this war shall 
not come home to the same condi- 
tions—and which has a practical 
program to see that they do not. 

‘During the last depression it was 
my misfortune to be placed in 
military command of one of the 24- 
cents-a-day labor camps which was 
the only answer the Conservative 
government could find for unem- 
ployment. I did my best to make 
life as pleasant as possible for the 
men under my charge, bul no ef- 
fort on my part could change the 
fact that a Conservative govern- 
ment had condemned these men toa 
bare existence, without prospects 
and without hope. 

“As a member of the armed for- 
ces I wasn’t free at that time to do 
what I felt, but I made up my mind 
that when the opportunity came I 
would associate myself with some 
group, that would take action to 
prevent such a disaster from strik- 
ing our ~ountry again, I found that 
group in the C.C.F.” 

The C.C.F, was dedicated to the 
principle that poverty and unem- 
ployment and insecurity were a na- 
tional disgrace and that they must 
be abolished. 

The C.C.F. had a constructive de- 


mocratic program drawn up wit! 
the first purpose of abolishing these 
evils. 
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WHAT MR, KING MAY BE PLANNING. ` | 


The reactions of the Government to the by- 
election in Grey North are becoming of increas- 
ing value in indicating its attitude towards the 
broader issue of a general election. For as the 
political campaign in Grey North has progressed, 
a significant change has come over the Govern- 
ment’s pronouncements. The change, indeed, 
shows signs of becoming an actual “about face.” 

A fundamental question very naturally arises: 
Has the Grey North by-election caused the Gov- 
ernment’s changed attitude towards the timing of 
a general election? Or has the by-election been 
made the occasion or the pretext for this change? 

Clearly Prime Minister W. L. Mackenzie King 
and his Government, sensitive as they undoubted- 
ly are to the gathering uncertainties of their 
position, have had to ponder two possible courses 
of action. As the first alternative, they can delay 
the holding of a general election until the sum- 
mer, when the war in Europe might be over, or 
when the end might be very close at hand. As 
the second alternative, they might call an elec- 
tion almost at once, and fight the election with the 
war still in a tense and strenuous stage. 

Until the reinforcement crisis of last Novem- 
ber, the Government seemed to be conducting 
itself on the first alternative. Indeed, the main 
defence made by the Prime Minister in the House 
on November 27 rested upon the national dangers 
which a general election in wartime would in- 
volve, and his main plea for continued confidence 
rested upon the patriotic necessity for avoiding 
these dangers. The political advantages to the 
present Government in such a course would lie 

in the possibility that, with the war over or prac- 
tically over, its reinforcement failures would lose 
the force of a live problem, and an election could 
be fought in the bracing atmosphere of victory. 

But there-are now indications that the Gov- 

. ernment is considering that a wartime election 
might offer, better:prospects-after-all; But it would 
require the skilful development of a particular 
strategy. If the Government could make ‘it appear 
that its conspicuous failures haye been due not to 
any deficiency on its part, but to the wilful and 
politically-minded obstruction of its opponents, 
then the greater the strain of actual war ife 
stronger its appeal for a demonstration of definite 
public support. 


< ° > 


 §uch a reversal of Policy would, however, 
re a plausible argument that this obstruction 
asly exists, It is worth considering whether 
ge Grey North by-election is not being used by 
ge Government as a convenient and very timely 
etext for its new politica) strategy, | 
= An examination of the Government's attitudes 
pard the by-election discloses some points of 
yey relevant interest. Statements have been 
~ which, on the surface, display a naivete 
yen ce os shrewdness of the 
^s methods. Early rumors were sprea 
tt to the effect that an andamation tir aan 
“AGL McNaughton was very probable, And the 
rumors had this significant basis, namely, that the 
"Progressive Conservative Party was actually 
inking better of its narrow and unpatriotic reso- 
lution to contest the election and Would still grant 
Gen, McNaughton an acclamation. These rumors 
provoked a general incredulity and astonishment 
that the opposition candidate was really to be 
withdrawn. When these rumors were denied, and 
the intention to oppose the Government's candi- 
date was restated, it is possible that the Govern- 
ment had completed the first stage of its campaign. 
There followed Mr. King’s own statement that 
the Government was meeting with a most unex- 
pected opposition and that the Grey North elect- 
ars ought to be profoundly Shocked at this exhibi- 
tim of partisanship. Then came the fuller 
Gisclasure of the Government's strategy in Mr. 
‘King’s statement on Tuesday. He made the point 
that the activities of the Government's opponents 
in the by-election were “both unwarranted and 
unworthy”, and that the Government could not 
GHciently prosecute the war with this kind of 
esnduct on the part of its opponents. 
- Consequently, he now declares that the Gov- 


tims, to appeal to the people in time of war, 
because this opposition is compelling it to this 
most undesirable course. Very notably indeed, 
Mr. King introduces the element of a threat into 
bis statement. The Government’s opponents still 
heve until nomination day on January 29 to with- 
ew. Otherwise the guilt and blame for a gen- 
el election may fall wholly upon their heads. 
Mc. King, of course, knows very well that they 
Wil not withdraw. 

In the meantime Gen. McNaughton may be 
pursuing the same policy along a parallel line. He 
isdoing his part by trying to place upon the 
Opposition the guilt and blame for the failure of 
the Government’s voluntary system. Indeed, on 
January 23 he told the Grey North electors, and 
the wider listening audience, that he could have 
maintained the voluntary system when he took 
the office of Minister of National Defence had he 
not been frustrated by the activities (also, no 
doubt, unwarranted and unworthy) which were 
‘aried on by the opposition parties, r 
But the question arises: What if Gen. Mc- 
Naughton is defeated? Would not this be to the 
Government a blow so severe that even charges 
of obstruction may fail to counteract it? Yet it 
15 possible the Government might not allow the 
defeat of Gen. McNaughton. For there is a yery 
Snvenient way of escape. Parliament has been 
summoned by the Government to meet on Janu- 
ary 31, If Parliament is then dissolved, the Grey 
North by-election would be eliminated, because 
it would be impossible to elect a member to a 
Parliament which would then no -longer exist, 
And has the Prime Minister not declared that the 
Government would have to consider after nomi- 
nation day on January 29 “whether any useful 
Purpose could be served by attempting to hold 
another session of the present parliament’? 

Certainly this-has all the appearances of a 
Very characteristic strategy. The very strength of 
the opposition in an abruptly interrupted by-elec- 
tion in Grey North may become the basis on 
Which the Government will go to the whole coun- 
ty. It is a strategy that would be worthy of the 
Prime Minister. It will remain to be seen whether” 

2 will conside it worthy of the country. 
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ement may be led, wholly against its inclina- |. 


11 Veteran 
Officers Rap 
Army ‘Muddle’ 


TORONTO, Jan. 26—(C.P.) — 
Floven discharged Army officers 
with overseas servico yesterday 
addresyod an open lottor to the 
press of Canada Impelled by the 
“absonce or desertion of 6,300 
Canadian soldiers.” They described 
thelr letter, dated at the Army's 
Christie street Hospital, Toronto, 
as "a non-partisan contribution to 
the solution of this shameful 
crisis.” 

The 300-word letter called on 
the Government to acknowledge 
that a serious crisis exists, to 
pass an Order-in-Council making 
the whole. Army available for 
overseas “service, and to 
strengthen Army discipline to 
avoid any future collapse of au- 
thority. 

Text of the letter follows: 

“The signatories of this letter 
are discharged Army officers who 
have ‘served overseas. We are 
shocked by the absence or de- 
sertion of 6,500 Canadian soldiers 
when great battles are taking 
place in Europe., We are ad- 
dressing this letter to the news- 
papers of Canada as a non-parti- 
san contribution to the solution of 
this shameful crisis. 

Authority Lost 

“The Government has lost its 
authority over thousands of sol- 
diers. Many citizens have lost con- 
fidence in the Government's Army 
olicy. To remedy the situation 
he Government must adopt an 


our soldiers overseas, and to our 
Allles?" 

Those signing were: Maj, F, 
Dudlev Bowmanville; Maj, G, p 
Colclough, Calgary; Maj, F, E. 
Goulding, Simcoe; Capt. T. L, Car- 
tor, Toronto; Capt. R. S. McĠuire, | 
Toronto; Lieut. L. Maraskas, | 
Belleville; Lieut J. H. Edwards ! 
Toronto; Lieut. Clive A, Smith.) 
Shaunavon, Sash Lieut, J. Aj 
Manuc Meafor Lieut. A, C.| 

| 


1 ; i 
Richardson, Toronto, and Lieut, J. 
W. Burnet, Burlington, Ont, 

$ 


Few In N.S. \ 


HALIFAX, Jan, 26 — (C.P) —| 
Absenlees without leave among) 
N.R.M.A. troops in Military Dis-| 
trict No. 6 who have been ordered 
overseas, do not run into large 
numbers, Brig. D. A, White, Dis- 
trict Officer Commanding, said in| 
a statement Jast night. The district 
includes Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island. | 
The statement was issued in a 
reply to newspaper queries on the | 
Situation in this district following 
disclosure a few days ago of whole- 
sale absenteeism among overseas- 
bound N.R.M.A. troops. 


VANCOUVER, Jan .26—(C.P.) 
—The New Veterans’ branch 168 
of the Canadian Legion announce: 
that a mass meeting will be held 
here Sunday to enlist public sym- 
pathy in protesting sending back 
overseas veteran soldiers returned 
to Canada after five years service. 
A resolution passed by the 
branch said the New Veterans 
were “dynamically opposed to the 
returning of combat veterans to 
the field of action until such time 
as total conscription has been 
implemented.” 


No Harboring 


VANCOUVER, Jan. 26—(C.P.)— 
Pacific Command spokesman 


Army policy which commannds 
public support. The people and the 
press must do their duty by sup- 
porting Army discipline and mor- 
ale. 

“We believe that the army policy 
should include » three features. 
Firstly, the Government should ac- 
knowledge that a serious crisis 
exists. It should call cn all 
patriotic citizens to aid the Army 


said no cases or “harboring” Army 
deserters have been discovered 
thus far in British Columbia in 
connection with the search for 
Home Defence men who went ab- 
sent without leave following 
Christmas and New Year's leaves, 


Ottawa Protest 
TORONTO, Jan. 26 — (C.P.) — 
The Civic Employes War Veterans’ 


and police in apprehending desert-| Association in a letter to Hon. A. 


ers. Secondly, an Order-in-Council | G, 


< L. McNaughton, Defence Min- 


should be passed making the whole | ister, asked for publication in daily 


Army available for overseas ser- 


vice, Finally, the discipline of the |q 


Army must be strengthened to 
avoid any future collapse of auth- 


newspapers of the names and ad- 
resses of A.W.L. members of the 
armed forces. 


The letter said the request was 


ority, “Not to be construed as a criticism 


“For their part, citizens should 


of Government policy” but was 


denounce any attempts by Troops |Suggested as a ore iv 
to avoid overseas service. They|method of rounding up ates 
should cease complaints bout al-|It termed “tedious” the method 
Jeged injustices and inefficiencies|of R.C.M.P. and civilian police of 
in the Army. The press should stop | systematic check-up on soldiers’ 


printing irresponsible intzrviews 
with soldiers, which have caused 
great harm to discipline and 
morale. The Army cannot ‘unction 
properly in war-time in a blaze of 
publicity. There must be restraint 
and the observance of security, 
inspired by confidence. 
Strife Forecast 


“Many citizens may expect the 
election to settle Army policy. But 
the election will provoke months of 
Army strife, during which policy 
will be uncertain, Is it not possible 
to secure geneval agreement on 
Army policy now? Swallowlng of 
pride on all sides is needed. The 
Government has been weak. 'The 
Opposition parties have used this 
grave situation for partisan pur- 

oses. Some newspapers have been 
nflammatory and Irresponsible. If 
those concerned would admit thelr 
faults this crisis could be reme- 
died now, instead of a possible set- 
tlement by ope party after the 
election. Do Wwe not owe thls to 
ee NS DE 


Passes and civilians’ draft status 
papers. 
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A NATION'S HEALTH 


Is 


A NATION'S WEALTH 


_ CANADA’S WAR RECORD SPEAKS 
r is a wholesome exercise to think of the 

Canadian war effort as & whole, rather 
than concentrate on one particular aspect 
that may be under critical examination at a 
given moment Too often critics of Canada, 
end of her war effort in particular—domestic 
as well as foreign critics—lose perspective by 
trying to make a broad generalization from 
a particular instance. 

An excellent example of this refusal to 
see the woods for the trees was given recently 
in Grey North In that constituency the 
_ Progressive Conservative candidate, Garfield 
(Case, referring to the mechanization of the 
"Canadian overseas army, said: “I am told you 
will find this mechanized equipment crated 
and strewn along our railway lines across the 
3 country. This was ordered at a cost of un- 
told millions by my friend McNaughton. 
Some of it has been disposed of to Russia. 
„Much of it has been turned into scrap...” 


Much can be forgiven the effervescence of 
an election campaign, but this statement is 
a complete misrepresentation of the Canadian 
war effort: ~Perspective-can be restored ouly 
by looking at the over-all picture. 

j Make no mistake about it: Whatever. 
Lcriticism may be directed at any one aspect 
the war effort, in sum it is magnificent. 
‘It must at all times be related to the coun- 
“trys small population, Comparisons of total 
‘Canadian output with total British, Russian 
or American production, are not valid com- 
parisons. On a per capita basis and in rela- 
tion to pre-war capacity Canada equals any 
Jone of these and may surpass them. 

3 Look for a moment at detailed figures, 
remembering always that this has been 
| accomplished by a country. with a population 
‘twelve million people which has, at the 
e tim enlisted close to one million men 
These are production 


> 10,000-ton ships, delivered, B 
l Frigates, corvettes, mine- 
ee BNCEPATS. Fors AKEaren 808 
© Service almeraft serssss am 
5 Trainor alroraft sssssssoo O46 
Tanks wisesa SINNER 8,010 
© Solf-propelted gun mounts. ` 2,176 
> Personnel and equipment 
$ carrion vo... Laven 30,881 
© Other armoured veliicles, . 9,24 
Mecnantert transport .... 107,103 
Communications equipment $86,000,000 
INSVITUMENS C2, e cee eee ls 120,000,000 
Machine guns ana carbines 379,920 
= Kines and snull arms ... 1,046,760 
> Gun barrels .,......0-0-5 67,221 
= Gun carriages and mount- 
SNES) de caoacs ewits ee 39,928 
= Small arms ammunition 
(TOURS) oi. eis 0s muses 4,200,000,000 
> Shells, empty and filled... 122,509,000 
= Cartridge cases ...,.. ee P 187,520,200 


s It tells 
_eutlupg about the stupendous production of 
<cuminum and the hydro-electric system de- 
ycloped to produce it. It glosses over 
“Canada's great contribution to the Allied 
Gmmetals pool—85 per cent of the nickel; 20 
“per cent of the zinc; copper 14 per cent; lead, 


‘xhis is only a partial record. 


“~. per cent; 
“aluminum, already mentioned, 35 per cent. 
All this represents production. These metals, 
swere in the country; we got them out as part 
Sof the war effort. ü 


e 


= And the tabulation says nothing about the | 
Scost, but it should be yemembered as part of 
“Canada's war effort that all these things were 
“supplied for Allied use at minimum cost 


asbestos, 78 per cent, and 


Sunder a system of contro] that has aroused |. 


-admiration elsewhere, No other Allied nation 
thas been as successful as Canada in con- 


Strolling its domestic economy, maintaining a i 


= 
*stable price and wage level and at the same 
gume, by a rationing system that has worked 


Zbetter than most, keeping its people at home|, 


“supplied. 
= This is all production of a kind, necessary 
“war-Lime production requiring determination 
sand initiative and co-ordinated planning of : 
thigh order. And none of it is “strewn alor 

athe railway lines,” It is in productive ı | 


{on the world’s battlefields. Anyone who oy | 


f 


The 


` that his appeals to the Home Defence troops were 
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d then goes 
Dillon looka aloft for ing tration, an 
FE below to work—Rev. Norman Dando, 


` MONTREAL, FRIDAY, JANUARY 26. 


MoNAUGHTON IGNORES REALITIES. 


In conducting his campaign in Grey Norti 
Gen, A. G. L. McNaughton has found ne fl 
under the primary necessity of explana ed 
anomaly of his position. He js, in fact, ¢ no 
upon to explain how, having taken office as me 
advocate of a wholly voluntary system, he no J 
continues in office as the exponent of a conscrip 
tionist one. 7 i í 7 

Gen. McNaughton has his explanation and 
is making much of it in his campaign eaten 
He declares that bis convictions about the absolu 3 
superiority of the voluntary system have under 
gone no change whatever. More than this, he 
convinced that such a system could have been 
maintained by him had he not met with such a 
wave of abuse, especially from the newspapers, 


he believes came from 


frustrated. This abuse : 
pe happy to see his sys- 


those who would have been 
tem fail. 
= But if the opposition which Gen. McNaughton 
met upon assuming office is to be wholly under- 
stood, there is a fact important to consider, but 
which Gen. McNaughton ignores. This is the fact 
that his predecessor, Col. J. L. Ralston, had be- 
lieved—and had led many to believe—that the 
voluntary system could no longer produce the 
number of trained infantry which was urgently 
necded. It is just possible that some at least of 
‘Gen, McNaughton’s critics believed that he was 
attempting to carry on a system which could not 
: be made to work in the crisis, and which was, 
therefore, likely to imperil the whole reinforce- 
ment situation. Those who trusted Col. Ralston 
necessarily opposed Gen. McNaughton. And surely 
Gen. McNaughton does not suggest that Col! 
Ralston was a man eager to see the voluntary sys- 
tem fail. x 
Indeed, it is very well to remember that the 
differences of view between Col. Ralston and Gen. 
McNaughton were not the differences of a con- 
ecriptionist and an anti-conscriptionist. Col. Ral- 
ston, quite as much as Gen. McNaughton, believed 
in the superior desirability of voluntary enlist- 
ment. Indeed, he found it necessary to set Gen. 
McNaughton. thoroughly right on this ° point. 
Speaking in the House of Commons on November 
23, in the presence-of Gen, McNaughton ho-said>—|{ 
I think he rather attributed to me the pol- 
. icy of conscription for conscription’s sake, or 
conscription whether necessary or not. My 
policy has always been, and it has been fre- 
quently announced in this house, conscription 
when necessary, and I was following that 
policy when I made the recommendation I did 
which was not accepted by the Government. 
I hope that the general will accept that cor- 
rection. ... 

Six days later, Col. Ralston returned to this 
point with emphasis in these words: 

I think all hon. members will remember 
what I have said in the house from time to 
time. I have stood in my place and defended 
the voluntary system. I have worked just as 
hard as I possibly could to support it. 

° e ? 

It is therefore impossible for Gen. McNaughton 
to suggest that the opposition inevitably raised 
against him and his policy by the stand taken by 
Col. Ralston had its origin wholly in a desire for 
conscription whether necessary or not. The fur- 
ther question arises; Did those who accepted Col, 
Ralston’s conclusions, in contradistinction to those 
of Gen, McNaughton, have $ entious 


wp the record is interesting. For in 
> gefence of his policy in the House 
m 28, Col. Ralston disclosed in great 
oen and with what intensity he had 
pis campaign for enlistments among 
Defence troops. He made the highly 
t that in the November crisis it was 
ey enlistments of any Home Defence 
gat were needed, but enlistments from 
tively small number that were 
antry. In the light of his experience 
= the urgency of the need he felt that 
hei? jiternative than to recommend the use 
of eps. “The prospects of success seemed 
ae negligible,” he said. “That was the 
<a 
x ge other hand, Gen. McNaughton ap- 


the problem after having been for sev- 
a= out of the country, and having had no 


iae 


emmection with recruiting since his return. 
&m this, as Col: Ralston pointed out, he 
bis work as Minister of National De- 
{exe n a Jeisurely manner that reflected little 
s= dweency, and little intention to come 
zzy to grips with the problem. He made a 
=> in Ammprior in which he defended the vol- 
la along general lines, but he did not 
maim the Home Defence troops, and did not 
wazy of their camps. Indeed, not until Nov- 
emr 14 (more than two weeks after taking 
Se) did he call the commanders of the military 
f together to discuss the matter. 
e o ° 
McNaughton has brought up the fact that 
tas been able to obtain a certain number of 
ts and “conversions” among the Home 
Erp troops. But two essential points are to 
cmsidered here. How many of these enlist- 
“mexts came from those 16,000 men who have the 
memory training to be of use in the present 
nei? And how many “conversions” would there 
bave been had Gen. McNaughton not introduced 
that conscription measure which took away from 
the Home Defence troops the main inducement 


“> 


f pe had prevented their enlistment—the legal ` 
of remaining at home? 

It is obviously extremely necessary that Gen. 
‘aughton explain to the Grey North electors 
certa But he will have â 
dificulty in convincing them that nothing 

t partisan prejudice ruined his voluntary syS- 


tem nd made him a conscriptionist. There is the 
i that the change was 


beyond even Gen. 


made tor 
necessary by realities 
McNaughton’s control. Many who opposed Gan, 


ughton in November, and who doubt him 
now, have faith that what Col. Ralston said was 
forme ea is more, they believe that he per- 
à public duty by saying it. 
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Truth to the mind is like solid rock to the feet. 
—Arthur Brisbane. 
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EXHIBITING A LOST MORALE. 


The most recent step taken by Prime Minister 
W. L. Mackenzie King to assure the election in 
Grey North of Gen, A. G, L, McNaughton must 
be nearly as humiliating to the pride of the Gov- 
emmint as it is astonishing in the eyes of the pub- 

ic. 

Mr. King has begged, threatened and promised 
within the limits of his capacity in an effort to 
prevent the election from taking place, or at least 
to prevent an unfavorable conclusion. His latest 


plea is that there is no need for the electors in’ 


Grey North to concern themselves with political 
feelings in the present by-clection, as he now 
gives them assurance that a general election will 
be called before the natural death of the present 
Parliament on April 17, and in this general elec- 
tion that will follow they will have an opportun- 
ity to express their real convictions. 

Whatever effect this plea may once have had 
is now vitally lessened by all that has gone be- 
fore. After threats and menaces, this plea is as 
poor in grace as it may prove to be negligible in 
result. : 

Surely in the considerable political history of 
this Dominion there can never have been a case 
in which a Government has acted with such tim- 
idity and nervousness, or with such petulance and 
instability. It began with an attempt to lower 
confidence in the determination of the opposition 
by spreading rumors that there would be no 
actual nominations of opposition members. Then 
came a statement from Mr. King himself that the 
higher view would yet be taken and that the pre- 
cedent of not opposing a minister in a by-election 
would be followed even with regard to his un- 
precedented minister. Then came the threat that 
unless the opposing members were withdrawn 
from the contest, Parliament might be dissolved, 
and the by-election would be called off before it 
came to a vote. Then followed Gen. McNaughton's 
brave words that he would fight it out after all. 
Now comes a further assurance from Mr. King to 
the electors that if they elect the General, they 
will get their general election. 


Whatever the results in the Grey North | 


by-election may be, there is little doubt that the 
Government is weakening its already shaken re- 
putation. After the November crisis, and what 
was then revealed, the task before the Govern- 
ment became essentially that of self-rehabilitation. 
It ought to have done all in its power to show 
resolution, consistency, dignity, self-respect. Once 
jt had chosen, with a truly judicial care, a safe 
seat with a proven and historic party loyalty, it 
ought then to have sought to present at least a 
semblance of courage and self-assurance. 


Instead, however, it has shown with painful 
conspicuousness and with an almost unbroken 
continuity all the various reactions and indications 
of fear and self-distrust and resentment which be~ 
Jong typically to the consciousness of insecurity 
during a test of character. Had there been some 
degree of consistency even in its instability, the 
impression created might not have been so injur- 
ious. But the Government has snatched at every 
expedient in succession, running the'whole gamut 
of nervous symptoms. It has begged. It’ has 
threatened. Now it promises, and again begs. 

Whether this hesitating conduct will affect 
even Grey North's traditional Liberal loyalty re- 
mains to be seen. But, whatever the local out- 
come, the Government's Grey North actions can 
hardly become a constructive and strengthening 
element in its future endeavors. Plainly the Gov- 
ernment has lost its morale. And there are few 


exhibitions more serious or more damaging for a | 
Government than the exhibition of a lost morale. — 


n 


or helps conceal deserters must be aware that 
he is guilty of a serious offence not under: 


guide the good citizen. 


Thousands of draftees are still at large about 
the country, men warned for overseas duty 
who failed to report in time. By this time 
most of them are deserters. Now the deserter 
can rarely keep out of sight without heip. 
It may appear natural for relatives and 
friends to help a man in trouble, but? the 
deserter is in trouble of his own making and |- 
must take the medicine the law prescribes. 
He has branded himself, in any case, a poor j| 


of his life, but he should not be allowed to 
drag others down to civil degradation with- 
him, nor should others assist the process, 


without the option of a fine, may bring to 
their senses any who may be harbouring |- 
draftee deserters. Those who help are liable 
under the Army Act, the Militia Act, the De-| 
fence of Canada Regulations and the Dominion | 
Criminal Code and wil] be brought to justice $ 
without fear or favour whenever they can |- EN . 
be found. 
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NO AID TO DESERTERS 
Fr Montreal yesterday a man was sentenced 

to six months’ imprisonment for helping 
to conceal a naval deserter. This was the 
first case of its kind’in Eastern Canada and“ 
perhaps as an example to others, the judge 
found it advisable to impose a severe penalty. 
The law is clear and unequivocal, and the 
citizen who helps men evade military service 5 


the law alone but under the rules that should 


There may be other cases of this kind. 


It is to be hoped that the severe sentence, 
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HOW ABOUT THOSE DESERTERS? 
The routine disciplinary procedure of the Can- 
_ adian Army is, under ordinary circumstances, 
something which concerns the Army alone, and 
is not a proper nor necessary subject for inquiry 
by the public. But when 7,800 soldiers of the 
Canadian Home Defence forces disappear within 
a few weeks, and when 6,300 were still unaccount- 
= ved for as recently as ten days ago, a collapse of 
_ discipline has occurred, which, by its extent, be- 
_ comes a matter of irrepressible public interest, as 
= well as one for justified public information. For 
what has recently happened in the Canadian 
_ Army has ceased to be a departmental matter and 
has become a national issue. 
There are, of course, two ways in which the 
Department of National Defence may deal, and 
may be dealing, with the men who had failed to 
report. On the one hand, it might continue the 
uncertain policy which it had formerly followed, 
and which had gone so far to precipitate the pres- 
ent disciplinary failure. That is te-say,-the De- 
partment may allow the men to return more or 
Jess at their own will and at their own conven- 
ience, with only minor penalties exacted for their 
delay. On the other hand, it might adopt a 
thorough and determined policy and practice, 
such as would rank the offence as an actual breach 
of wartime military discipline rather than ds a 
merely minor infraction. 
ie} The head of the Department of National De- 
= fence, Gen. A. G. L. McNaughton, has announced 
that a clear distinction is to be drawn, so that 
| those who persist in remaining away will be no 
d longer regarded by the Department as merely men 
_ absent without leave, but as deserters. This he 
has stressed in the course of his election speeches 
in Grey North. Speaking at Owen Sound on 
_ January 23, he declared that if the absent Home 
_ Defence men “have not returned, voluntarily or 
_ otherwise, by the end of 21 days from the date 
_ they became overdue, they will be considered 
_ deserters and treated in accordance with the 
régulations covering the offence. No effort will 
_ be spared to ensure that they are rounded up.” 
E. Speaking at Shallow Lake in the Grey North 
_ constituency on the following day he was even 
_ more pronounced in expressing his determination 
= not only to see the absentees rounded up but to 
_ deal with them severely. “They are not the type 
__ of people we need be very proud of in this coun- 
_ try,” he said, “and we don’t need to worry about 
- showing them any sympathy or mercy.” 
A It is a legitimate public demand that Gen, 
ey McNaughton should now make clear just what 
disciplinary measures are being taken by his De- 


a 


partment with regard to those Home Defence men 
„whom it is succeeding in rounding up. The legiti- 
_ mate reasons for not giving such information are 
= not apparent. It is not easy to see how military 
security can in this case be made the grounds for 
official secrecy, Nor Js it likely that the disclosure 
ae of seyere measures would discourage men still 
p; absent from reporting, For Gen. McNaughton 
_ himself has already stated that they will be dealt 
_ With by the regulations concerning desertion, and 
_ will be shown no mercy; so if they have taken the 
general at his word, they have already been dis- 
couraged from reporting. 
. Gen, McNaughton's statement on January 21 
disclosed how wide the collapse of discipline in 
the Army had become. By his own statement, the 
Public. been aroused to learn what | 
d the Dep ent of National 


et this unprecedented 
in 


UGHTON SLUGS IT OUT ALONE. 


By all present indications, Liberal strategy 
for the remainder of the Grey North by-election 
campaign is to leave Defence Minister McNaugh- 
ton to slug it out for himself in the three-cornered 
battle, This intensifies the somewhat gruelling 
political baptism of fire which his first bout with 
the electors has thrust upon the General, It also 
emphasizes the disadvantage under which he 
labors in being plunged abruptly into the hurly- 
burly of politics, with only the experience and 
capacities of a military man, 

There will inevitably be speculation as to the 
reasons for the top party leaders stepping aside 
and letting General McNaughton go it alone, He 
ìs evidently to stand or fall without any further 
platform support from cabinet ministers, or others 
in the party hierarchy whose title or capacities 
could be counted on to beguile the voters, It is 
normally customary for a minister seeking a seal 
to be given aid and comfort by his cablnot col- 
leagues in a close election such as Grey North 
promises to be, especially when a controversial 
issue is involved such as the McNaughton policy 
of finding volunteer reinforcements by compulsion. 

The importance attached to this policy, and the 
direct responsibility of the Prime Minister (If not 


of the Government as a whole) for putting Gen- — 


eral McNaughton in his present position, is re- 
flected by the three deliverances on the by-elec- 
tion which Mr. King has emitted from his East 
Block office. 

It was Mr. King who pulled the General back 
from retirement to front for the “no conscription” 
policy originally taken in the crisis. It was Mr. 
King, with the complaisance of his cabinet col- 
leagues, who retained the General as minister for 
the unhappy chore of defending and implementing 
the about-face of limited conscription. It is now 
Mr. King and—whether they like it or not—the 
rest of the cabinet who are vitally concerned in 
having their choice of General McNaughton, and 
the policy with which they have, saddled him, 
vindicated in the Grey North contest. 

In one breath the Prime Minister demands 
automatic and unopposed election “ot the Defence 
Minister, and “threatens” a general election as if 
it were a calamity for the people to have a chance 
to pass on the Government’s muddling of the 
manpower problem. The next moment the public 
is'told that it doesn’t really matter whether the 
General is chosen or not, that he will continue to 
serve as minister, anyway, and that he will run 
in the coming general election in another riding. 
But it cannot be concealed that the Government 
has much at stake in the contest. 

” © D 

Ostensibly the motive in leaving the General 
alone for the final stages of the contest is to 
ease the adverse local reaction from the appear- 
ance of outside talent to push the fortunes of an 
outside candidate who is regarded somewhat 
coolly in any event. But there will be some who 
will suspect that several of the top ranking min- 
isters, especially those who supported the view of 
ex-Defence Minister Ralston in the cabinet con- 
scription crisis, are not afire with enthusiasm to 
aid the election of a man brought into the cabinet 
to bolster an opposite view. 

Underlying the whole picture is the conjecture 
which still persists in political circles that the 
Government as a whole would not be unduly dis- 
turbed by General McNaughton’s defeat, since he 
has obviously failed to fulfil the purpose of fend- 
ing off conscription for which he was propped up 
in the cabinet, On the contrary, it is suggested, 
his defeat would even be welcomed as an excuse 
if not an issue on which to precipitate a general 
election before end-of-war anti-Liberal opinion 
had a chance ‘to crystallize, 

Whatever the reason, the support of cabinet 
calibre given the General has been limited in 
extent and of doubtful weight, even before the 
change in strategy. The only ministers to appear 
in the campaign have been Hon. Ian Mackenzie, 
Hon. Colin Gibson and Hon. William Mulock, 
who could hardly be classed as among the giants 
of the cabinet. It is difficult to imagine that the 
effect of their participation on General McNaugh- 
ton’s prospects would be anything but negligible, 
so that for all practical purposes it may be said 
that the General actually has waged his campaign 
without any real ministerial support—apart from 
the remote control blasts of the Prime Minister 
from Ottawa, . 


Bracken No Authority} — 


Is McNaughton Retort} 
Meaford, Ont,, January 31—@. 


.—Defence Minister McNaughton 


sald here tonight with reference | 


to John Bracken, Progressive 
Conservatlve leader, that he 
could not understand why peo- 


ple who were not authorities on | 
such matters as reinforcements — 


would get up and, make a “loose” 
statement that Canada's reinfor- 
cements were not adequate. 

Addressing a political rally 
here, Gen. McNaughton, govern- 
ment candidate In the Grey 
North byelection, said that “a 
gentleman who spoke this after- 
noon” said that overseas reinfor- 
cements were inadequate. 

“He is no authority on these 
matters,” Gen. McNaughton said. 
“He made a quick trip around 
and came back to make a loose 
statement like that.” 

Lt.-Gen. Sansom had been ap- 
pointed by the Defence Depart- 
ment to serve as inspector gen- 
eral of reinforcements. He now 
was overseas and he had report- 
ed that the reinforcement situa- 
tion was satisfactory, said Gen, 
McNaughton, 

- Gen. McNaughton said he plan- 
ned to digest “that speech” and 
“I serve notice now that the next 
time I speak I will tear that 
speech to pieces.” 


Curiosity Brings M.P. 
2,700 Miles to Ottawa 


Ottawa, January “31. — @) — 


| "Curiosity, brought Joe Dechene, 


MP., 2,7000 miles from his Athabas- 


‘kan constituency to attend today's 


brief prorogation session of Parlia- 


ment. 

“Gosh, I don’t know whether I'd 
like to be quoted or not,” Mr. De- 
chene laughed when asked what 
had brought him the long distance. 
“Oh, you can ‘say it was curiosity 
because that’s what it was. You can 
understand the excitement of poli- 
tics in Canada these days and how 
interested we get in anything that 
lobks like a bit of news.” 

Mr. Dechene, travelling five days 
and four nights by train from 
Bonnyville ta., 175 miles north- 
west of Edmonton, came the long- 
est distance of any member attend- 
ing the session 

s. Cora Casselman, a fellow 
Liberal, came nearly as far. She re- 
presents Edmonton City. There alsc 
were members from the Prairies 
and the Maritimes, Most of the 
members present, however, were 
from Ontario and Quebec. | 
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IN CRISIS, SAYS BRACKEN 


RUST BARTERED ? 


+ cogrntire Leader Says Men 
et Down on Reinforcements 


ey 


CHALLENGE GIVEN KING 


—— 


Recall of Ralston as Minister 
$ Demanded to Speed 
} Overseas Aid 


-— 


isl to The Gazette.) 
een Sound, January 31.—Frus- 
|) arate and confused by the convic- 
Í gion at Canadians at home are 
Jetting em down, and with a 
ds gret àig bewilderment in their 
| bears which is nourishing a bitter- 
Des more terrible than wounds of 
war, Canada's men overseas await 
acceptance of the greatest chal- 
Jeng ever given the electors—that 
| yexforcement needs will be faced as 
e mica problem and not a mat- 
| ter for political expediency, John 
Ersen declared here today. 
$ Cemging that on every hand 
F overseas men and officers of all 
i bad felt that Defence Min- 
k Re G. L McNaughton had 
| ~am a high trust for an of- 
| fie” and had allowed his high mil- 
| Sey pk to be used to effect 
ther e gressive Con- 
Į. a gs told the biggest 
f i gathering of t 
> i gathering which 
| Nsa silently to early words 
|) amx cheered enthusiastically to- 
wais the conclusion—that the 
E qoim must answer was— 
| “do ym or do you not-approve as 
| M af Deft a man whose 
| e= wre of action is held in 
I cœ: contempt by the men 
oss” ‘ 


| , Getsing Prime Minister King 
| to r= his treatment of former 
Dee Minister J.-L. Raiston~and 
lor X. King and Mr. McNaughton 
mmx their “complete reversal” 
policy i 
forces, 
mat answer the question 
by Mr, King when he re- 
asked, “what is to become 
Political institutions if the 
i given cause to lose faith 
ons of public men 
solemn pledges of poli- 
Question Mr. Bracken said, 
an. answer and upon the 
st North Grey reposed the 
viding the most force- 
your boys expect 


| YOU to give ice 
fl e it! 
. Bethy that he was not given 
A words” and was usually 
for understatements, Mr. 


faid he had been accused 
Petenship but today “never 


i standing X a par'Isan,” described 

Patade of fials Powdered 
0! ewilderedly 
ot 6,200 missing draftees, 


Lorene, tt the matter of rein- 

was the key to the 
from General Mc- 
life, entry into litical 
his peia that it opposition to 


spereen 


iph 


ibs 


: 


B 
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li 


effort as j thi ar 
“then j” charged by King 
with Pirie those who stand 


God, are guilty.” 
mm, UDEMNS POLICIES 
the city hall 


was um of 
Billed Esd With standing room | 


hour ag p Pwds that waited for an 
5. a half, as the usually mild- 
leader p Progressive Conservative 


scri m a written manu- 
wilh t ece shaking at ti 

Atenia of his feelings: 
n tegin he castigated the 
po. foal for its man power 
aired anyone to com- 
declared policy on 

or Page 7, Col. 1.) 


tota service with any other lender 


Migorously ngsailed C.C.P, lead- 
er M, J, Coldwell for having ‘ta. 
versed the same territory oversens 
ane ot er wint Was “twisting 
ovare and minds” of the men 

After talking to men who had 
made the words Caen and Palalsi 
immortal, to men in Holland, Bol 
gium, Italy, France and England 
men in billets, hospitals, camps- 
men with the mud of battle still or 


“lit it be obstructing to stand tor 

and insist upon Hal support for one 

oe cyetyens, it E A te hind 
o s 

Nor sma Inai equally of sere 


for and Insist or 


them, he had come back “with ¢ vice and of ‘snerifico in Umo of war, 
message from the very hearts ane shen I aud all who alund with me, 
Souls of men who have been sorely thane God, cnn plead quilly to 
tried,” Mr, Bracken said, He hac both," nll t 
fone Overseas seeking truth, to He sald throughout hla visit to 
carn if Ralston had been wrong the fronts he had talke with Can- 


Everywhere he had been told tha! 
Ralston Was right, that his utteran: 
Ses had been understatements, He 
ad heard from men “with be 
Wildered cynicism and bitterness 
eating at their hearts, with the de- 
finite conviction that Canadians al 
home were letting them down.” 

“I heard their story,” he sald, 
“and it shocked me, Now if I can 
suock the people of Canada into a 
menr sense of realism, and shock 
the government of Canada out of 
the olitical shackles that bind it: 
I will be doing precisely what our 
officers and men overseas would 
Want me to do.” 

In every battalion, company and 
platoon he had been PEM the 
same message. It was not premised 
on politics, nor were the men now 
Judging Canadians at home by poli- 
tical labels. The judgment of the 
men overseas was not based on 
anything anyone said, on what the 
press reported, on any political. 
ereed. It was “based entirely on 
what Mr. King and General Mc- 
Naughton planned and are plan- 
ning.” 

MESSAGE FROM TROOPS 


Mr. Bracken opened by stating 
that the attacks upon himself by 
Mr, King in his letters to the elec- 
tors of Grey North were of little 
consequence, and since his own 
public record was well known, that 
they would not divert him ‘from 
speaking of the real issues. But he 
resented the “slur upon my patriot- 
ism,” not for himself, but for the 
supporters of his party and the 
multitudes of Canadians who “find 
the government's reinforcement 
pole as unjust as it is ineffec- 

Ve. 

He said that he had managed in 
.the last month to visit the troops 
in action in Europe and Italy, a 
thing which neither the Prime Min- 
ister nor Defence Minister Mc- 
Naughton had done, and that he 
wished that Gen. McNaughton had 
heard them before he undertook 
his present policies, 

“His election to the House of|! 
Commons is not necessary to carry 
on our war effort, as Mr. King, by 
his several statements, tries to 
make you believe,” he said. “These 
frantic appeals of the Prime Minis- 
ter are an admission of impending 
defeat and an attempt to divert your 
attention from the real issue. The 
election of Gen. McNaughton will 
do no more than confirm in office 
a man whose policy has failed lam- 
entably to give our men the sup- 
port they so desperately need.” 

The men overseas expect the 
Grey North electors to rebuke the 
government which left them inade- 
quately supported in the face of 
German guns, he said, “They expect 
‘ou to tell the man who now seeks 
bo intimidate you, and who ques- 
tions your right to express your 
own opinions as to who shall rep- 
resent you, that his manpower 
policy is, in their minds, a delusion 
and a snare—a compromise between 
military needs and political expe- 
diency.” 

MEN LOSE FAITH 


“I came here to tell you that 
your men overseas have lost faith 
in the professions of Mr, King and 
his Defence Minister,” he said 
“and that they look with yee 
skepticism upon the political ma- 
moeuvring ,of the Prime Minister 
and Gen. McNaughton before and 
during the recent special session of 
Parliament. 

“Mr, King is right in one thing 
—this is no ordinary byelection. 
But the reasons why are not the 
reasons he gave you, Let me deal 
with his charge that J, or anyone 
else who opposes Gen, McNaugh- 
tenia action is impeding the war 
effort, : 


ne 
$ 


adian servicemen of all ranks and 
found “bowlldered cynicism and 
bitterness” and that “if hla own 
statements shocked the Canadian 
vernment “oul of he, polltical 
ailos which bind it that he 
would be doing what the soldicrs 
ant him to do, 
wor say, without fear of contradic- 
tion, that the -government's reln- 
forcement plans, which Gen, Mc- 
Naughton has been painting in such 
bright colors,are wholly inadequate 
to mect the conditions of active 
warfare,” he stated. “They meet the 
conditions of ,non-activity, but no- 
thing more. They left our men 
fighting an unequal battle, when 
some battalions were reduced from 


four companies to three and some-- 


times two.” 

Emphasizing that the present re- 
inforcement policy would mean that 
Canadian soldiers will fight again 
without reinforcements, when Can- 
adian army activity is renewed for 
any length of time. he continued: 

“And. shocking though the story 
may be to you, as it was to me, 
those men have the definite con- 
viction that the Canadians at home 
are letting them down. They know 
that at'home they could not win 
hockey games with only four men 
on the ice, and they feel they are 
unnecessarily hangicapped when 
they cannot be sure of a full team 
in battle.” 


SOLDIERS SHOCKED 


Mr. Bracken said he was stand- 
ing with Canadian soldiers after 
they came out of their slit trenches 
in Italy, just as the news came 
through that 6,300 of the Home De- 
fence men notified for overseas 
service were absent without leave. 
He asked his audience to picture 
their feelings on ‘receiving such 


news. 

“About one thing the men over- 
seas are in tight agreement,” he 
continued. “Gen. McNaughton left 
them under-a cloud, but he con- 
tinued to hold their affection and 
confidence which he had enjoyed 
while he led them as a soldier; but 
for his action in supplanting Rals- 
ton, on this issue so vital to them, 
most of them hold him in utter 
contempt. 

“Their judgment Is based entirely 


upon what Mr. King and Gen. Mr- 

aughton planned and are plan- 
ning. they feel that, in the minimum’ 
of reinforcements planned for, they 
have been betrayed, and that the 


(ut 
the men oversens was not shaken 


die insisted tnu urag yL 
by events In Canada, But worse 
than shaken morale was “the great 
aching confusion In their hearts 
about what this nation feels toward 
them—a bewilderment which Is 
|}nourishing bitterness more terrible 
than the wounds of war for the fu- 
ure of thesa young men and for 
ho future dornestic peace of the 
land they hope to come back to. 
The way to restore thelr faith 
would be to wlpe out the sordid 
record of half-measures, For them 
the Issue of the election fs “is Can- 
ada to continue the farce of two 
armles—one to fight and one to 
atay at home? Or are we to cut gut 
at hypocr: an e 
á nt of the other, as reinforce- 
ments without further evasion?” 
He disputed the Prime Minis- 
ters assertion that the defeat of 
Gen, McNaughton would be parti- 
|san obstruction of the war effort. 
“I never felt less like a partisan 


|in my life,” he sald. “No man who 


has seen what I have seen could 
think that partisan politics count- 
ed for very much in this matter. 
And I don’t think it is, eA 
to remind you who has played poli- 
tics with this issue for the last 25 
years, and where the partisanship 
comes from. 


NO TIME FOR POLITICS 


Pointing out his own record on 
manpower as clear from the begin- 
ning, he said he had differed with 
Mr. King on the necessity for a 
plebiscite, feeling after Dunkerque 
that the safety of the state trans- 
cended all matters, He had also dif- 
fered about running the war as a 
“party affair” and ín Manitoba 
formed a non-partisan government 
for the war’s duration. The Mani- 
tobe government under his premier- 
ship had passed a resolution favor- 
ing total mobilization for war, Two 
years ago the Progressive. Conser- 
vative party had advocated compul- 
sory selective service as the fair- 
est method. 

He recalled the reinforcement 
crisis which has led to the resigna- 
tion of Mr, Ralston as Defence 
Minister after his overseas təip of 
investigation, and that Gen. Mc- 
Naughton had taken office in the 
pellet ne coula ob tin reinforce: 

s by e volunta: method, 
adding “Don't forget that. It is the 
key to to the present situation, and 
cannot be separated for any dis- 
cussion of Gen, McNaughton's en- 
try into political life and the dev- 
elopments since that time” 

_After the special session of Par- 
liament, the Defence Minister said 
he was no longer concerned about 
the shortage of reinforcements, but 
only With the shortage of war sup- 
plies,” in a statement at Camp 

orden early in January, said Mr. 
Bracken, But even at that time the 


Defence Minister allowed his high| Defence Minister was using cen- 
military rank to be used to effect] Sorship to conceal that 6,300 men 


that betrayal. 


“Let there be no doubt about this 
—there is a very general feeling 
that, by reason of the King-Mc- 
Naughton plan, the men have been 

government,| is no matter 


jet down by their 


What is worse, they feel that the] said. 
*people of Canada have been all too along on a haphazard 
complacent in letting the govern- 


ment get away with its 


army plan.” 


He asked the audience how i 
would feel in the place of the sol- 
by the government 
it would send men “to the 
andn 
that the figures had to 
e figures of 
16,000 Home Defense men, 6,300 of 


diers to be told 
that 
limit „o£ T 
ore,” a 
be limited within th 


your casualties 


whom had already disappeared? 
"* HALF-BAKED MEASURES 


“The half-baked measures 
Gen, McNaughton and Mr, Ki 
have carried the government fr 
failure to tragedy and 
said Mr. Bracken. ‘ 
body tell you that Gen, McNau 


tòn's election and the continuatlor 
of that niggardly policy would car 


ry a message of comfort to 


boys. 

Sn the contrary, 
that could go overseas to 
troops who still have to fight 
-cruclal battles would be a crush! 

_ rebuke to. such a policy, and to 
man who, ving ha 
fidence, bartered that 
for an ce that Ralston 
und hono f and 
pori 


two 


o embarrass him 


you link the 


the best new 
ou 


A 


their co 
h a UAL Coldwe 


had failed to report to their units 
after embarkation leave, and “dis- 
closure of this vital. information 
had to be forced by the press.” 

‘The question of reinforcements 
n of arithmetic,” he 
We cannot continue to limp 
system of 
what has been well described as 
budgeting for death’ 


er or not you would endorse as 


Minister, eo National Defence, | 
man. ated censorship 
to hide from you facts that might 
Do you, or do you 

not approve as Minister of Defence 
a mam who told you and the peo- 
ple of Canada that unless you are 
Prepared to follow his leader, you 
should hold your tongues? Do you 
or do you not approve as Minis- 
ter of ence a man whose re- 


© cent course of L 
ng complete of action Is held In 


contempt by the men 


“admission of defeat,” and a “shame- 
less attempt” to gain an acclamation 
for the Defence Minister, he said. 
To do that he had attempted to 
Progressive Conservatives 


C.C.F. WAR RECORD. 
When war broke See pare 


2 4 


Hi | 
The question, I submit, is wheth- 


Mr. King's open letter was an 


said, Mr. 


eyed whe 
e situation oversea. 
S, 
continued. Later he quoi - 
cer that “reinforcements were S 
isfactory,.” But if Mr, Coldwell had 
talked to soldiers and not discover. 
ed their feelings about the lack of 
reinforcements, he continued, “then 
he must have been both deaf and, 
5 blind.” And if he did believe rein- 
Pe S forcements were needed and stay- 
$ ‘| ed silent, then he was “guilty of 
; ying politics in a matter where 
uman lives were at stake“ 
W you defeat Gen. McNaugh- 
'|ton, you thus notify the govern- 
ment that Canada’s verdict must 
be: One general service army for 
*| Canada and discontinuance of dìs- 
`įcrimination and indirect backdoor | 
{ } | conscription. l 
j d “If you defeat Gen. McNaughto 
jand elect Garfield Case, you a 
| endorse Col. Ralston, the one great 
Canadian Liberal of his generation 
who had the courage to state the 
issue as he saw it and stick to his 
guns, at the cost of his public of- 
fice, and the private rebuke of 
some of his political friends 
“If you defeat McN: ton, you 
: also let the government know that 
bs there is only one s on which a 
united nation can de built, -anc | 
that basis is one national standard | 
of secrifice amd duty. In a wora, | 
the real basis of national unity is| 
justice—the acceptance of equal re- 
lity and equal sacrifice in 
time of war, as well as in time of} 
pe” 
He said that whether the fight- | 
% ing in Europe lasts a week or for 
H many mon it was stil import- 
ant to show 


e men overseas that 
‘Canada would not let them down. 
Then he continued: 
“I have but one thing more to 
say in closing—thet is, = I can- 
not feel any twinge of conscience 
that the decision in Grey North 
aus bring on a general election. 
will not take second place to 
the Prime Minister or anyone else 
in my desire to see an immediate 
wartime election avoided. I am 


4 quite as conscious as he of what 
political controversy can mean, 
ki SAYS KING TO BLAME 


“But why did Mr. King noi think 
hbe was obstructing the wer effort 
when, for six long weeks, he kept 
this nation in turmoil and anxiety 
while seeking to avoid the thing 
which the lives of your troops de- 
manded he do? Mr. King, and he 
alone, is responsible for this by- 
election; and he is the lone creator 
of whatever policies fret him now 

“But I suggest there is no need 
of an immediate election, as_ there 
4 was no need of a byelection. If you 
i defeat McNaughton, Prime Min- 
t: ister King can bring Mr. Ralston 
$ dack as his Defence Minister. The 
E troops have confidence in this man, 
‘ and the Canadian people have con- 
J fidence in him. 

Š “All that is required of Mr. King 

4 is that he leave Col Ralston free to 

f take the action which he recom- 

mended three months ago, should 

he be taken back So don't let 

yourselves be fooled by Mr. King’s 

pretence that, Gen. McNaughton 

must be elected if our men over- 

f seas are to be reinforced. Does he 

E really mean to suggest that if Gen. 

; McNaughton is defeated, this won't 
l be done? Such a suggestion is pre- 
y posterous, 3 

| $ “No, rest assured of this—you 

passat will do Tar more to smire the nec.) 

| p essary reinforcements baton” back. 

z F it yon eend GEen mIrT 
5 and let Col Ralston finish 


BA DLA A Li ted fy a 


ca ie 


home ar 
moe Bracken sald that the 


[4 
ould tell the government that the 
e of Canada want a better re- 


t policy. 
Hon the other band, if you elect 


ill tend to fasten 
McNaughton, you w. fonten 


Haos t of what Canada owes her 


-gallant fighting men overseas” 
E r 


E 
he 


Bumper 


— John 

n Sound January ĝl. Jo 
Braken appearance here this 
afternoon has given the Pro resalve 

Conservative party's campaign di 
shot jn the arm It has been needing 
for the past week. It will be ne 
secret to the readers of these ee 
atches that, the party men ere 
fave Deen depressed at its eon 
tion, It can be said with certainty 
that as a result of the rally held In 
the town hall their hopes are now 
bounding sky high, Whether the 
` tide has been turned Ì8 nnother 
matter, but there is real life in tho 
campaign at last, The Progressive 
Conservative leader's meeling was 
a whacking success, 50 much s0 
that it has surprised all concerned. 
Gordon Graydon and Gen. Me- 
Naughton have filled the town hall. 
John Bracken packed It, For the 
first time in the course of the 
parties’ campaign here the crackle 
of political Tonsoness is now to be 
felt in the air, It was felt in the 
hall this afternoon, and the nudi- 
ence let itself go in a demonstra- 
tion that this bemused observer 
had felt sure would never be’ wit- 
nessed in this community of un- 
demonstrative people, Mr, Bracken 
was well received, he spoke well— 
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1. 


BRACKEN AFFIRMS GREY NORTH ISSUE. 

A clear and forceful answer to the petulant 
insistence of the Prime Minister that the Grey 
North by-election. was no more than a temporary 
inconvenience to find his Defence Minister a seat 
in the House of Commons, was given in the Owen 
Sound address yesterday of Mr. John Bracken, 
national leader of the Progressive Conservative 
Party. $ 

Mr. King has contended that the by-election 
involved no real issue of Government policy or 
question of public acceptance of the Government 
candidate, General McNaughton. Therefore, the 
Prime Minister has reasoned in his own peculiar 
way, the entry of opposition candidates and par- 
ticularly the prospect that the Genera] may not be 
returned reflects only the venomous desire of 
opposition parties to obstruct and embarrass the 
Government politically. 

With this view Mr. Bracken emphatically dif- 
fered, and advanced a broader, contrary concept 
of the by-election’s significance. It is a concept so 
well-founded factually and so solidly based on 
rational political analysis of all the circumstances 
as to impress Mr. Bracken’s earnest conviction 
upon all thinking citizens, both in Grey North and 
throughout the rest of the country. The issues he 
defined as at stake in the election strike to the 
fundamentals of implementing the people's will 
through. the democratic process, and the even 
more vital question of giying the fullest possible 
support to Canada's fighting men overseas. 

Ca e $. 


Meeting Greets Bracken; 
Conservative Hopes Skyrocketing 


By JAMES MACKENZIE FYFE ; , 


rent load off the shoulders of Gar- ; 
leld Case, 
Mr, Caso has b 
a day and sometimes more 
a month, and It ig only na 
he has been 
racken may carry - 
hump; at least he ta 
the strategic moment, 4 


MeNaughton 
M 


mer gentlemen 1s 
his peel , a fact which ought not 
to be 
jammed. 4 
standing room 

stairs and ‘ined "~ walls, and they 
punctuated tho speech with gener- 
ous applause, which b; 
provides a useful guide to what 
party followers here are thinking. 


tight-packed assembly a8 reeted 
ir racien but it must nee 
membered thal nelther of the for 


better than usual, those who are 
A chase 


Mr, Bracken's arrlyal has taken a x 


or oyer ; 
tural that 


up, John 
Mon over the 


has arrived at 


Graydon nor Gen. 


Aig a ha faced such a 


the leader of 


iscounted. 
y filled the 
The allizenry ice 


the way, 


--- nealnndnd hie reference tn 


LR NS a Niel naely as, 


The basic issue as Mr. Bracken sees it is “ap- | 
proval or rejection of the King-McNaughton for- 
mula for partial conscription.” This policy is 
symbolized by and inseparable from General Mc- 
Naughton. He and the’ policy are interchangeable 
reflections of the forced and still reluctant con- 
version of the Government from an adamant 
stand for no conscription whatever. 

The challenge to the General's election and 
his possible defeat are equally symbols of the deep 
rooted, widespread protest against the devious 
compromises and the. contradictions of partial con- 
scription. They represent the persistent question 
in the public mind of that policy’s adequacy to 
provide the required replenishment of either 
fighting strength or morale. 

This inescapable import of the by-election is 
vastly more important and more real than finding 
General McNaughton a Parliamentary seat from 
which he can discuss and defend a policy in which | a 
he only half believes. As Mr. Bracken suggests, | Fe’ 
the General's election is hardly necessary to carry || — Shy 
on the war effort, and he could properly be re- 
placed by Col. the Hon. J, L! Ralston, whose_ 
resignation “paved the way—for—the General's ap- 
pointment“to the Defence portfolio. 

. $ > < 

Mr. Bracken rightly ‘brought out that the Grey 
North contest had even greater significance than 
whether or not the Government’s policy was to 
receive domestic endorsation. The verdict, he 
declared, would be a sign to the men overseas of 
how their fellow citizens at home regard the Gov- 
ee political expediency in continuing the 

o-army system i imiti 
AERA » with only a grudging, limited 

From first-hand, recent contact with the troops 
on the fighting fronts—which is more than Mr. 
King or General McNaughton have had—Mr. 
Bracken declared that the fighting men feel that 
the Government has definitely “let them down” 
with reinforcement Plans “wholly inadequate to 
meet the conditions of active warfare,” That there 
is substantial foundation for his summation of 
overseas opinion is evidenced by the flood of let- 
tert expressing similar views which have flowed 

ac! riends and 
PE ike looa relatives at home from mem- 

Whether they act 
of Grey North canna ee it or not, the electors 
upon them by Mr. Bracken. 


ainada haia 


E TE 


They cannot escape 
w they will vote by 
who wait to seel 


can reinforcements or 
troops in the line to 


Y'S WAR OF NERVES. 
ave been much better if the session 
 parfament held yesterday had not been held 
en accomplished nothing in itself, and re- 
ta pothing of any value with regard to the 
of the future. The Speech ‘from the 
se, though Unusually Jong, did little more 


past For all that it contained, it might 
wee read at any time. There was certainly 
reon why. Parliament should have been 
= sly assembled yesterday to hear it. The an- 


ped on February 28 is similarly pointless, 
och an announcement could also have been made 
we. King without calling Parliament together, 


» But, further, there js no fixed cer- 
tainty even about this date. Mr, King may still, 
at bis own will, advance the time or extend it, 

's session, however, was worse than 
marey negative. It will serve greatly to increase 
that day-to-day ‘uncertainty which it has been the 
pass al the Government to maintain. The Prime 

indeed, seems to have undertaken to 
mpa Q Of war of nerves upon the public, not 
oly keeping his own counsel, but deliberately 
nystitying his actions, Ever since he decided to 
gage Gefence ministers in mid-stream, and 
thereby placed himself under the necessity of get- 
thg his new minister elected, he has kept not only 
the dators of Grey North, but the Canadian 
people generally in profound ignorance and per- 
plexity concerning his intentions, Thìs campaign 
bas been waged not only by keeping silent upon 
critica] issues, but by actually hinting about pos- 
sbie lines of action, though hinting in such a way 
as always to fall short of any real ‘commitment. 
Nevertheless. one of these hints was sufficiently 
scmg to make the attendance of members at ves- 
teday's session unexpectedly large. But any 


| cated in these members werè certainly disap- 
pintad. For they were sent empty away. 
e e ° 


that the ordeal through which the Government 


devious ways. It appears, in fact, to have suffered 
2 Guinntion of even such moderate frankness as 
itfomerly possessed. Its deviousness was always 

Caracteristic; it is now becoming chronic. 
But the core of public resentment which this 
Palicy is forming comes not only from the policy 
but from the manner in which the Govern- 
mezt pictures its own actions. For Mr. King has 
the opposition in Grey North as “un- 

* and unworthy” because the Govern- 
*at is “giving its undivided attention and de- 
Wing its whole energies to the prosecution of the 
_ |*2 effort.” If the Government were giving its 
_/ vided attention and devoting its whole en- 

|S¥ss to the prosecution of the war effort it 
| Fmd be so deeply rooted in public confidence as 
‘ohave no need for adopting the arbitrary obscur- 
ities with which it now enwraps itself. : 

x , thes very essence of the public com- 
| Paint at the present hour is that this country is 
i t a Government that can supply the in- 
zi of a wholly concentrated leadership. For 
[B are times of grief and tragedy, of strain 
and effort, of apprehensions and anxieties. Such 
tines demand a leadership that is not cautious 
ae urageous, not suspicious but spacious, not 
nealing but candid. Such qualities would be 
the reasonable minimum for any wartime govern- 
ment But they are surely not the qualities which 

ously adorn the present administration, 
> b o% 
ant Prime Minister no doubt has his own 
fos, and purposes in making his secrets and 
sec tg his uncertainties. But it is not easy to | 
cu bow they are effectively related to the prose- 


cmfdece, It was undoubtedly-hoped” by many |! 


ot t the country. It is 
he war effort of the country 
seen dable that a government should be 
di e towards the nation’s enemies. But It is 
towel lo understand why it should be secretive 
to be 


the nation which serves in war and ought 
ed by its wartime government. 
| eminent” British statesman of other years 
| ties’ ted rds that have a penetrating applica- 
os ‘i “I do not like 
t our present circumstances. 

ot teats 5 u id. “For gov- 
ls of governments,” he sa 

Ms rarely seek to conceal the good things 
| The secrets of governments are 
Smmonly their failures and thelr fears,” 


v 


First Things First 


t, I was 
ir, —To my astonishment, 
tsa eee lotter which you were 
Rood enough to publish recently has 
“tagged me asa Liberal” despite the 
fact that I sald clearly, “As a Con- 
servative, I would have given Qon: 
eral McNaughton an acclamation, 
I do not consider this an endorsa- 
tlon of the King polley, I va m 
dorsing the fact that the Jo 


a) 
nted by the man—Minister 
rational Devence—Wwas above par 


politics in the grave situation mul 
Ic 
despatch of n steady flow of trained 


soldiers to active duty, Wo wasted 


valuable weeks of political: mins 


y e the Minister of National 
De ena the House, lets have hin 


. The main iden sl 
is ag gt to gunrantee qulo 


ocuvring as It was. ft it 


there, 


ain to the fact that 
only iada Political manipulation 
ernment p. 
PA EEN hero Il was 


y in 
Tai to do this, when Colonel 
Ralston was already there dolng a 
better job, to my mind merely con- 
firms my stand. I still insist that 
the situation created by the Liberals, 
does not justify party politics, une 
til the grave situation Js under con 
trol .., Ah! by all means, when we 
are assured that the draft situation 
is taken care of, even, by he a 
baked “non-compulsory conscrip- 
tion,” then we can go to town! 

Can any thinking person agree 


with and tolerate a government that 


OWEN SOUND, Ont., Feb, 1 — 
` (C.P.) — By-election talk seethed 
LNA (Ein lection, tlk seethed 
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Ww 


he 
abl 


uch ns exlats 
i nen ir manpower muddle?" 


t an army 
With only, 10,000 out sed! rendy 


of 60,000 odd men she 10,00 nearly 


‘or nervice, and of BREET v 
recognlz ? | 
Ini eth beral party entirely re i 


thi a{tuntlon—all n 
Henning ir "unlly"—or polltica? 


First things firat, please, gentle- | 
ao CYRIL Q, SAVAGE, À 
| Montrenl, January 30, 
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Importance 
Of Grey North 
Vote Stressed 


Electors Told Riding 
Faces Great Challenge 


today from the streets and meet- y 
ìng places offOwen Sound to the 
back concessions of the consti- 
tuency. . 

The talk among 
everywhere is o 


visiting the con- 
ers don’t seem to 
Uy moved by the 
of the past month, 
conversation there 
t of their interest 
n brought to Gre. 
Government's ef- 

mmons’ seat for 
> G. La McNaughton, De- 
fence Minister. 

The promise was for an- even 
greater flow of oratory with in- 
croasing bite in It in the few days 
left before ballotting, 


MeNaughton Speaks 


McNaughton, 
d, served no- 
me he spoke 
“tear to pieces” 


Saskatchewan’ 

C.F. Government. ie 

, Mr. Bracken and 

tive candidate, G 

at Meaford. Mr. 

speak at Clarksbu 

Joliffe, Ontario CGF, 

J. W. Noseworthy, 

of Parliament for Yi 
Imost as 


the 


vy 
down al- 


In the evening 
aughton termed Mr. 


“no ate on these m 

BASY, BAIA and fd ie rogressive-Con 
Z E £ Uve leader’s statement a 

Some meet ri Bag: 


nd adequate 


“loase. 


Mr. Joliffe, speaking. 
th peopl a 
ell-stoked: box stoves. © Around] Sound, sald the only. 


Voting Hinged òn waia the. labor mo 
Returning ‘officers sale 


rein. forcements 


cent of 23,000 


ca 
be 


vo 


, regi. 
st a hallo th Rister 
considered good 


Ung hinges” 


Whether or not | 
‘vo! f 


at ho 


eo 


~ to Form Valuable Opinion: 
$ Careless Statements Rapped 


we Owen Sound, February L —o— 
Defence Minister McNaughton said 
| today that if reports of a speech 
_ John Bracken. Prorressive Conser- 
vative lender, made here yesterday 
were correct, “Then I can only say 
"that we have had another example 
of the utter disregard for truth 
“which characterized his party in 
Re their endeavor to bewilder 
i mislead the public of Canada about 
[gee the vital question of reinforee- 
| ments for the Canadian Army over | 
seas.” 
«Mr. Brecken told i - 
5 N in Owen Sound s en oy in 
of 
tion that the government's rein 


say without fear of contradic 


active W They met the con- 
ditions of nonactivity but nothing 


more.) è 
In a l200-word prepared state- 
vernment candidate in 


"I say that no man, however 
ed and well-informed he misht 
form an opinion of real 
time and under the 
his visit. He was away 
for less than a month 
and this includes his time 
it and his visits to London 
Boring | ie nate t he has 
i e€ tement he 
has either misled him- 
has surrendered himself 
pt to develop and ex- 
situation for what he may 
to be an advantage to his 
party in their unscrupu- 
attack on the government of 


Katap 
zE 


j 
i 


j 


been careless in carrying com- 
to the enemy; he has been 

of the very serious conse- 
to the magnificent war! 
Canada and to the dis- 
our armed forces which 

if his careless words 


de” 

hot on “McNaughton said his own 
statements on reinforcements have 
‘been checked for accuracy by the 
officers responsible for their com- 

ilation, and were based 
fitest cable reports received from 
ihe front through the formations 
and establishments set ny? to train 
and hold and move reinforcements 
forward as requ 
Gen. McNaught n said these were 


the facts of the Feinforcement ef 
» sue. 

nich followed 
Dipa ny “ody the total of 
E ed 


the 
(J 


ustain y the Cana- 
owas in Europe were sub- 


starr been estimated by 
k sax EA ATIT] with respon- 
for making these forecasts 


and providing rep acements. 

“In the infantry, the casualues 
were heavier than had been provid- 
ed for. In all other arms, they were 
less, In consequence, there develop: | 
a situation in which, unless a 
omas that Parias? in ante 
a shor 
H len ents pais bout 
Jate in January oF 
: ShThis was récognized and in ad- 
“ dition’to the normal flow of rein- 

; ments which been p 
ed, m. redecessor 
d, jnister ‘of national 
first, that the sur- 
lable in other arms 
stered for infantry 
some 4,000 ad 
j be sept Pre- 
X AT- peaked that 
tlonal men should 


hort Visit to Front Not Enough 


“When the responsibility passed 
to my shoulders, I took care to 
maintain to the full the provisions 
already made in order to be sure 
that the numbers were fully up to 
the requirements and I added some 
more over what the staff had ad- 
vised Were necessary, 

“The additional numbers were 
to go8forward in December, Janu- 
ary and the three succeeding 
months. 

“I repeat again what I have sald 
many times before, that this pro- 
can covering the normal and ad- 

itional provision has been adher- 
ed to. the numbers dispatched 
overseas and safely arrived in the 
United Kingdom are up to date, 
and there Is every reason to be 
confident that the following dis- 
patches will be made as planned. 

“In contrast, let me_ read the 
Statement reported to have been 
made by John Bracken: 

_“L say without fear of contradic- 
tion that the government's rein- 
forcement plans which Gen, Mc- 
Naughton has been Painting in such 
bricht colors, seem wholly inade- 
quate to meet the conditions of 
active warfare, They met the con- 
ditions of non-activity but nothing 
more.’ ’ 


» STATEMENT IS FALSE. 


“I say to John Bracken, if these 
be his words, that his statement is 
false. I say to him that in making 
it he places himself in contradic- 
tion to the experienced and reli- 

, able staffs of our Canadian Army 
overseas and the men most closely 
concerned who prepared the plans 
which now are being carried out 
and which include provision for 
the battles which are to be ex- 
pected.” 

Gen, McNaughton said that Mr. 
Bracken, not content with dealing 
with the situation of reinforoe- 
ments, “objectively as he thinks it 
might be, has seen fit to cast as- 
persions on my own character." 

“He said I left the Canadian 
Army under a cloud,” said Gen. 
McNaughton. “I left the Canadian 
Army. and not by my own desire 
or will. I have been very careful 
that this should be understood by 
all insofar as it lay within my 
power to make the situation 

own. 


“I am well aware that it does 
not lie with me to give the details 
at this time, and so I have to wait 
until later on; but I have seen to it 
that every letter and document, 
-very telegram and memorandum, 


which has any bearing on this mat- |` 


ter has been placed with those 
who will write the history of Ca- 
nada's part in this war. For my 
part there is no restriction on their 
ublication, and so all I can do is 

o wait until the truth is given out 

it will be some day.” 

Gen. McNaughton said Mr, Brack- 
en had come into the riding and 
now nothing more would be heard 
from Garfield Case, the Progressive 
Conservative candidate. 

“The Progressive Conservatives 
have joined in this matter as a 
party and they and their party 
press continue in their careless, 


-i 
malicious statements in an attempt 


‘to becloud the issue. 

“I say to them that their attempt 
to destroy the government of thls 
country—to throw us back into the 
hands ‘of reactionaries—to set back 
the prospects of ordered progress 
for our people—shall fail. There sre 
countless thousands of honest cit- 
jzens in this country who have seen 
through their conspiracy and plot. 


——$—————__————_— 


- Draftees Tossed Rifles in Ocean a 
On Way Overseas, Bracken Asserts | 


Meaford, nts Tebrua 
in Bracken, 
John va Party leader, in a 
election speech here tonl, 
on Defence Minister 
to tell the whole stor, 
sending of Home Defer 
overseas recently as 
ments, 
Mr, 
pre ered. text 
cNaughton, 
the Tobruary 5 Groy 
election, reveal how the 
fonce troops 


to asic that 


their way overseas, 


“Let Gen, McNaughton tell you 


ht called 
McNaughton 


Bracken deviated from his 


ral candidate 
noe North 
Homo 
had thrown rifles and 
ammunition overboard while on 


1—4] Mr, 


YOU Con-| In a 
route by: ot a political 


the 


Gen, 
in 


C- 


about these who were sent over,” 


he snid, “Let 
happened. Let him 
whole sordid story. 


“Let him tell you what ha 
ed on troop ships carrying dr 


overseas, 


aes ee ae meet the conditions of active waT, 


“Let him tell you why some of 
a 


these men arrived in Br 
oul rine: 
7_have.” 

Mr. Bracken asked that 
Naughton show 
inforcement demand 
Canadian Militar; 
London to the 
tional Defence 
minister has been met to 
[tent requested.” 


sent 


‘Switching’ in Parties 
Rapped by Jolliffe 


Clarksburg, Ont, February 1.—® 
—E. B, Jolliffe, leader of the C.C.F. 
in the Ontario legislature, said to- 
night “heaven help this country if 
its going to be led by politiclans | 
who are always switching their 
patice in order to gain high of- 

ce,” 


He made the statement in a 
speech repered for delivery at a 
olitical rally organized for Air 
ice-Marshal A, E. Godfrey, C.CF. 
candidate in the Grey North by- 
election February 5. 


“Here in Grey North we have 
‘the ridiculous spectacle of the gov- 
ernment candidate (Defence Min- 
ister McNaughton), a former sup- 
porter of R. B. Bennett, campaign- 
ng with the support of prominent 
Communists. And welcoming, it. 
And ihe Tory candidate (Garfield 
Case), a former Liberal, progressive 
‘and what-have-you, supported by 
John Bracken, another ex-Liberal 
who helped Mackenzie King to win 
the election of 1935.” 

Then, he said, Mr, Bracken, ‘lead- 
er of the Progressive Conservative 
parts; “has the nerve to suggest 

hat the question in the byelection 
is the integrity of political leaders.” 


in with- 
which they are expected 


Gen. Mc- 
“that a single re- 


from 


Headquarters at 
epartment of 
since he became 
the ex- 


Na- 


candidate In the Grey North by- 
election of February 5. Gen. 
aco ‘Lroops| Naughton ls the government can- 


relnforce- 


Bracken Issued the challenge 
speech prepared for delivery 
rally for Garfleld 


Cuse Progressive Conservative 


c- 


who recently re- 
of the war S 
theatres sald his “message tonight |. it 

from the boys overseas is the same 


fare. The 


statement is | | 


to him that in making 


ee place himself in contradic- 


it he places 


tion to the expe: 
staffs of our Canadian Army Over- 


seas—the men most closely concern- 
ed who prepared the plans which | 
now are being carried t 
which include the provision for the 
battles which are to be expected.”) 


[i 
Speaking in the town hall here, 
Mr Bracken said that the issue in 
Grey North is still clear—it is re- 
inforcements, full reinforcements | 
for the men overseas. i 
“They know and you know that} 
they are wot setting them, under | 
the King-McNaughton plan. { 
“Gen. McNaughton has said I am 
not an authority on reinforcements,” | 
said Mr. Bracken, “But I have talk- | 
ed to men who are military ex- 
erts. I have talked to men in the 
ranks. to N.C.O.'s to junior officers, \ 
to field officers, and the tale they | 
tell me is the message I brought 
and bring to you. 


“lam carrying their message: 
Gen, McNaughton is carrying 
i message to’ defend Mr. 


olitica 
King’s political formula which has 


caused so much division and dis- 
unity in this nation.” t 

“These men (overseas) told me 
that they have been short of re- 
inforcements for months and told | 
me of men going back into the line 
after being wounded, once twice 
or even three times, without ade- 

uate periods of rest and recupera- | 
tlon, because of the failure of the 
government to mect the minimum 
reinforcement requirements.” 

Mr, Bracken said he was not a 
military expert, but Col. J. L. Ral- 
ston, former defence minister, was 
an expert who had charge of the 
Defence Department for five years, 
. “Col. Ralston js at least as com- 
petent as Gen. McNaughton in as- 
sessing a reinforcement situation, 
Col. Ralston returned from a visit 
with the troops overseas. I visited 
the same areas he did. 1 covered 
the same ground that he did. What | 
was Col. Ralston's report? Col. | 
Ralston said that the situation was | 
acute.” H 

“He recommended to the govern- | 
ment that the entire Home Defence 
Army be made available for re.. 
inforcement for the men in the. 
line. Will Gen. McNaughton say 
that Col. Ralston does not k 
what he is talking ASN 


Ralston’s re 
void of tru 

Gen. McNaughton still would have 
you believe at reinforcements 
are adequate. I challenge him to- 
night to show that a single rein- 
forcement demand sent from Ca- 
nadian Military Headquarters at 
London to the Department of Na. 
tional Defence since he became 
minister, has been met to the ex. 
tent requested.” 


pracken Fires Campaign Afresh 
h Speech Angering McNaughton 


By JAMES MACKENZIE FYFE 

(Gazette Staff Writer.) 

that the Conservatives have the 
last word on the radio, 

Mr. Bracken’s emergence here 
as the dominant figure in the par- 
ty’s campaign has the added result 
of settin. Wy. Garfield Case, the 
Conservative candidate, somewhat 
to in the background. This is not an 
& unmixed blessing for the party. Mr. 
Case's strenuous speaking can- 
paign may now be curtailed, which 
will allow him the opportunity of 
attending to his personal organiza- 
tional and social work in the rid- 
on the reinforcement issue. | ing which of necessity he has been 
challenge has already been | obliged to neglect. Oratory may 
up by the Liberal candidate," now give way to glad-handing. 


eonted, last evening at Mea- Another consideration arising out 
tear to pieces the Conser- | of the altered circumstances here 
lescer’s statement after he 


A is i Mat Lg ae 
A an opportunity of st . | mature of the t at the last min- 
He has had that META 


ute between the two old parties 
OTN over the radio he 
at John Bracken's 


wil) tend to advance the cause of 
ae the third, and it may be expected 
swtement is false. This, it m 
fs precisely the reai whe 


that the CCF will take the great- 
tive strategists 


est political advantage of the situa- 

we tion at their meeting here tonight. 

ted looked for. and it must there- Nothing would please the C.C.F. 
fore be taken for granted that Mr. 
: EE has enough ammunition 


Wst bas happened is that John 
ken end Gen. McNaughton will 
zox tight the campaign between 


ET 


i 


g 


a 


LEAK 


better than to have their rivals kill 
at the general 


each other off. But in any event 
keep 
wt the end of the cam) 


their strength_here should not be 
jockeying paign. oe ttended Gen. Me 
i 4 ose who atten n. Mce- 
ES a tee E Ne Naughton’s meeting last right in 
measuring his opponent and cal. | Meaford report that he showed the 
ralsting the precise moment when | first flash of anger in his appear- 
tbe final blow should be landed to|@nces, here when he meter c E 

$ mee the desired effect upon |MT- Bracken's address. Certainly 

z electorate. Political broadcast- 

iag comes to an end at midnight 
erstood 


‘As was foreseen, he declared that 


Pett am Mm 
| 


eee = ee 
no man could form an opinion of 
real value on the reinforcement 
Situation on a visit of less than a 
month to the fighting fronts. He 
repeated that the reinforcement. 


spoke angrily enough this evening. 
eo Friday, and it is und 


that Mr. Bracken is not speaking 
the truth when he says that the 
‘ government's reinforcement plans 
seem wholly inadequate. He de- 
clared that the details of the cir- 
cumstances leading up to his deprr- 
ture from the army are not within 
his power to make public and that 
he must wait until the day “the 
truth is given out.” And in conclu- 
sion he declared that the Progres- 
sive Conservatives have joined in 
this matter as a party, and they 
and their party press conlinue in 
their careless, malicious statements 
in an attempt to becloud the issue, 
Their attempt to destroy the gov- 
ernment of this country, he said, “to 
throw us back into the hands of 
reactionaries—shall fail. P 
e reply to this, it may conii- 
UN, be expected, will be a ready 
adinišsion from Mr. Bracken that 
he is no military expert, but that he 
a was on the scene, no Jater than las 
week, while the man who denies 
what he saw and beard was In ot- 
tawa. If, as is Slisely, he produces 
evidence to substantiple his vharges, 
the general will be unable to ig- 
nore it and he Jn turn will be ob- 
liged to produce further figures, 
Where jt will end this correspond- 
ent would not hazard a guess, but 
he suspects ihat there is more Lai: 
ear - turbing news of reinforcem a 
stil m ae hee pinon ation ‘i store for the Canadian peo- 
id they would be classed le. In the process the truth may 
after they had been Finally be arrived at, but It Js K 
a total of 21 days, but de- somewhat frightening one to watch. 
authorities have made no The campaign has entered a 
t as to whether any or stage of bitterness that was hard- 
of them have been so classed. ly foreseen last week, Its reper 
There also has been no indica- cussions in Ottawa must “surely e 
= whether any of these men deepening and eyes must e he 
eneral arvie dria ieee: | ue to whic, the haprenfgs in 
4 ow 
= tase aa {iis peaceful valley are not unre- 


defence army. this 
What bas been taking place here 


n Bracken arrived yester- 
uati Jaana both the Liberals und 
the Conservatives were getting no- 
where fast. Bracken came in fight- 
l ing and now PY gloves are off. 
From now on it js no holds barred. 


631 Army Absentees 
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‘ext ‘sources. 

rience Minister McNaughton, 

deaary 20 of B300 hane deion 
wv Q. ome defence 
disclosed that 6,300 of 


men who overstayed their 
es leave during the 


program had been adhered to and]. 


_ troops, he was able to call twice th 
needed, believing that one half would rE na 
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Only free people can hold thelr purpone and thelr 


honor steady to a common end, and prefer the in- 
their 


ilson, 


terest of mankind to any narrow interest o 
own, —Woodrow 


MONTREAL, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 


WHAT! ANOTHER CONSPIRACY? 


The extravagant resentment 


yesterday Jn regard lo Mr. John Bracken’s recent 
speech at Owen Sound. 

Indeed, Gen. McNaughton’s censure of Mr. 
Bracken was practically unlimited. According to 
Gen, McNaughton, the ational leader of the Pro- 
gressive Conservative Party has been careless of 
the good name of Canada’s fighting forces over- 
Seas, He has been careless in carrying comfort 
to the enemy. He has been careless of the very 
serious consequences of his words to the magnifi- 


cent war effort of Canada. The discipline of the 
armed forces is also likely to be undermined by 
what Mr. Bracken has said. Despite his own full 
condemnation, Gen. McNaughton is . convinced 
Mr. Bracken’s words carry their own condemna- 
tion in every line. 


It might well be asked what Mr. Bracken has 
said to deserve or to provoke a reaction so re- 
markably unrestrained. The words to which 
Gen. McNaughton refers read as follows: 


“I say without fear of contradicti 
the Government's reinforcement x EAn 
Gen. McNaughton has been painting in such 
bright colors, are wholly inadequate to meet 
the conditions of active warfare. They met 


the i i 
We condilion of non-activity but nothing 


It will be plainly seen that Mr. Br 
speaking of Gen, McNaughton's plans eae 
as they relate to the future, in the conviction hae 
these plans are inadequate. In the course of his 
reply, Gen. McNaughton cited the record of hi 
brief tenure of office and declared his assu : 
that this record will be maintained. Kae 


late to the future, in the convicti 
piens are inadequate. In the coures: of TA aas 
en. McNaughton cited the record of his“ briot 
tenure of office and declared his assurance hat 
tis rond will be maintained. Gi 
u i is of the very ess 
question to doubt whether it will meine 
Arguments from Past accomplishments to titan : 
igs ee have Heat been less justified than int 
ance. For the conditions the 
faces in the future are not the same as ae 
the recent past. When Gen, McNaughton assum a 
oe he found that his predecessor had left fox 
nm a carefully prepared and detailed plan for 
e use as overseas reinforcements of some 4 500 
General Service men who had been painfull 
combed together from the military stations of this 
riage a is extremely questionable whether 
ple. type of remustering can be carried much 
| Then there were the 16.00 
troops sufficiently trained to E TE ANES 
reinforcements, and which Col. Ralston planned 
to send over in two instalments, the first half to 
be overseas early in January and the second half 
early in February. When Gen. McNaughto 
wished to secure a certain number from hese 


for duty. He is not now in that ‘enien 


n ccording to n 
A Y DE nda own -aia these m wi 
naccounted for, Obviously his further reinforce- | 
lps: from this source will have to be recone 
i y. police action before the process of dispatching 


of criticism, 


which has characterized Gen. A, G, L, McNaugh- 


ton ever since he entered political life as Col. J. 
L. Ralston's successor, wos revealed to an excep- 


` tionally painful extent in the statement he issued 


— * 


| McNaughton . ds Bra Rel Prove 
Rifles Ditched ‘or ay Penalty” 


—— 


With aughton Not to Be Trusted 
With Our Ar my, Con Smythe Says 


Ve 


Tf the ple of G 
told th rey ing h hortly att ini 
ton they mie an that he rans na ing about ii, is Defence Minister Says|Bracken Asserts Call-ups 
a 3 ying, lacks the cour o i i 
ene of a number ay oub einer At he knows, or laeks an Senior Officers Checking Favor Some 
‘| Connie Smythe MC. meee, Maj,| interest in what is happening to {i 
and the atonal hoc- | the boys overseas, Statement Regions 
Svene “However, (wo weeks later, on — 


taking up Col, Ralston’s vacated 
n ost, apparently on ee for he 

an interview Jaimed ignor O overseas 
Reviewer yesterday, eataftons only a few weeks bée- 
minister's zie acting defence] fore, he made a decision that af- 
actions gi e return-| fected the lives and future of every 


Bognor, Only February 2—M—| Owen Sound, Ont, February 2, 
Dofence Mintater McNaughton to- | —G)—John Bracken, Progressive 
night called on John Bracken, Pro» | Conservative leader, tonight told], 
gressive Conscryalive leader, to electors of Grey North constituency | 
substantiate hls slntement that | hat the federal government's man- 


Iome Defence troops had thrown | power policy “has taken twice as 
thelr. rifles and ammunition over- many of your sons and husban 


ed to Canada Roce 

Na soloi » And “speaking not as| man in the Canadian Army Over- 

citizen or ad, Politician but as a} seas. On hearsay information he 
n of Canada,” he said it was| made up his mind the voluntary 


ee 


his opinion that “Gen. McNau iti y n 

ghton| recruiting system would work, ' 1 } n; ' ns Il has taken from some other 

should not be trusted with the| Re pointed out that Gen, board a ee analya | Darts of Canada," 
Canadian Army.” McNaughton, had either lied at the Į n a tory windup of hig cam- “Tt has emptied some of your 
He recalled three facts which he | press interview, or he accepted gli ns government candidale in | homes of all your boys,” he safa in 
thought should condemn Gen. Me- | what he was told as a basis for his} 8 the Grey forth byelection of Feb- |a speech prepared for delivery 
_ Naughton in the Ontario byelection | decision. E ruaty 6, Gen. MeNaughton sald | oyer the Owon Sound radio station. 
which has entered its final week of | “The people of Grey North will] r ihat earlier today ho had chals | “Ij has loft some of the homes in 
ere see through that kind of leader-j | fenged Mr, Bracken to substanilute | other parts of Canada, almost if 
a Nad, Scryine “‘potnted cht drain aaa hy taloment, Mot a govertinnt allowed that to 

: ` ythe pomi out agains D "The erhment allowe a 

4 that Gen. : Tam joing to goo that no does en for political advantage to 


JcNaughton might not} ) ay | hap, 
have been telling lies when he peshin no: mar matomani or pe itsalt. That js what Mr. ing's 
said he knew nothing of the consi loose stutemonls against the dis- | manpower policy didéto you. It is 
ditions overseas, He may Tave been | cipllne In the Cana fan Army have | & policy which was politically ex- 
ignorant of them when he made his] ¢ got lo come to an end,” pedient from the government's 
decision concerning the voluntary |} Gen. McNaughton sald that In a| polnt of view, but it cost your 
system, he continued, for only short» spoech al Menford, Ont, last nizht| citizens a disproportionate are 


a 
D 


Maj. Smythe pointed out. after thst he was forced to m Braci pn i of the human cost of war. . 
To this he said the electors In ange his mind again and make aes Noong ana palig mg “The government proposes to 
Grey North must realize that “a |16, N. A. troops available overseas going to the side of ships keen on taking more of your sons 
man who has raised an army, and Jas overseas reinforcements. and throwing thelr guns and am-| to the fighting zones as’ reinforce- 
“Any one of these three incidents munition overboard. ments, even though they have sixty 
shows clearly that Gen. McNaugh- When he heard the report Gen, | odd thousand men in Mr. Kings a 
ton should not be in the job,” he McNaughton said he telephoned | draftee army, 42,000 of whom are a 
said. . his department in Ottawa and ask- | trained and physically fit to go. Ba. 
Maj. Smythe, said he had every ed his officers to telephone all ports | “Our policy, on the other hand, 
confidence in the people of Can- of embarkation to check the ac-|is to have those in Mr. King’s Home EPA 
ada “making their own, decisions” curacy of the reports. The senior | Army used as reinforcements before | pA 
and in “seeing the right thing officers of the department could | any other essential workers in any £ 
done.” find no basis for the report, There | field are taken. The government's | 
Of the comin by-election he was a rumor that one man had] policy has been to keep Mr. King’s! 
said, “The people in Grey North gone crazy and thrown his rifle| draftees at home, even though it | E 
E cmi nah A - (Continued on Pave 11. Ca! 6.) Rate ca SIEMAMEINA aaa aconc do ne e 
are a good clear-headed lot, and —onlinuer : costs us $150,000,000 per year in ex- 
if they put Gen, McNaughton in and kit overboard, tra taxes, We say that Zi another 
ts minister of defence they haven't The platoons now were down|| essential worker should be required 
been told all the facts.” He added, to one crazy man,” said Gen. Mc-|/to go until these men Mr, King 
“there are too many decent people Naughton. shelters here at home are made 
in Canada to let a man get away As a further check a trans-Atlan- || 2Vailable for reinforcements. 
| with the stuff Gen. McNaughton tic call was made to London and the “The supporters of Mr, Case's op- 
e has tried to get away with. senior officers there said they had || position are sedulously circulating + 
| Recalling ‘the Canadian drive never heard reports of any inci- || the rumor that those now on defer- | | { 
; around Caen and the reasons he dents such as mentioned by Mr. ment on farms and in factories] 
f ¢ AUGHTON *, gave when he first came back for Bracken, The officers in London would be called immediately if Mr. | | 
E x Stating bluntly that reinforcements were asked to get in touch with the || Case were elected. 
were badly needed, he said, “I officer in charge of the troops on ‘This is, of course, wholly false. 
£ VOLT |don't know how Gen. McNaugh- every ship that took the reinforce- | No deferments that have been į $ 
‘ i L jton can look an honest soldier in ments overseas. The informeation ob- | £Tanted for essential farm and fac- | j č 
i the eye for his recent actions, He tained from these officers was or- } tory Work will be affected in any } ef 
= — | has apparently forgotten about his dered to be reported to the Defence | }¥4¥,,bY the result of this byelec- ] = 
boys overseas.” a je! by tomorrow, Mr. Brack Ted | (aN 
q teninli i -| Here to attend a meeting of the en. McNaughton said that Mr. | his p: en called for support of.| | E 
He Says Discipline Satisfac board of governors of the National Prackn’s statment: carried Parm his pariy candidate and said "elect | 
Men Were Hockey League, Maj. Smythe was and despair to all those who are | ment thet will tell the govern- || | 
tory When Me accompanied by Mrs, Smythe. Ce- jealous of the prestige and standing | this war talet exPect it to fight |) 
lebrating his 50th birthday yester- of the Canadian Army.” It brought ar fairly, not unfairly.” 
Sent Overseas day. he still walked with some comfort to Hitler, pna (Rok oe | 
difficulty because of the bomb, “And to think that that state 
ae fragment wound he reer man ment was given out as fact by a 
2—C— Ithe base of the spin 3 man who holds th siti t 
Owen Sound, PE said \ Canadian drive from the French holds. I call on that Eata 5 X 
3 ce Minister McNaughton sai beachheads. ` substantiate his statement. I am go- : 
“jn a statement today that the dis- ees oe SR: Tena ing to see that he does substanti- x 
“cipline et the ports of embarkation a aad pay the penalty for it.” 3 
naca and on the ships dur- eel more bitter about that 
ae recent movement of home , ma about the lacing he gave me.” 
e! g as had been d en. McNaughton said that two ‘i 
TEs oeieged ES men have who econ Ararken s the man 3 
satistactory and the o lead a party that : 
` ression On goes back to Sir John A, Macdon- ' x 
made a very good imp ald” had not only condemned the y 4 
A overnments policy, but “he saw p f: 
a core up gander, my character with e 
i $ - 3 
essive Con- lin them,” not have any truth E 
obn| . ; š 
a political eer MeNeushion said that if the 
at Gen. wanted a fight in the : : ` 
sed toni ne campaign he was all for it. Bracken Again Queries 
i "T have been ‘fighting all my ute| | Rifles Overboard A 
A tense troops phat hit ot Ecot it me and I ifles Overboar ct i 
$ emm mo d » bu ik TEN 
‘ high seas. ment issued on fighting. e clean a Owen Sound, February 1-0 \ aaa 
A prepared 5 Naughton said: I was warned when I came into x zati e leader tonight kea AU 
of Gen. McNau McNaughton public life that 1 would have lots Dee ve E , Mone tas ed 
Be et the Gen aticns which or aruse and ‘mud slung at my “tell the Meanie af easa enton. to 
n Bracken aracter by irresponsible people. a 
ve made nag the of- _ “I haven't paid much attention to y whether the craters, ortved 
ve been investigate’ ot of Na- the two Toronto papers which have mean Wat why, nob? is 
of the Depar hammered me in season and out of pons and if not, Way nt i 3 
Defence season.” Mr. Bracken’s statement in re- 


ply to the one made earlier in 


ides at the ports, of 
author: d he day by Gen. McNaughtcn fol- 


ri that there ha He had the editorials of the two 


papers clipped out and placed on 


one draftee had : lowes 
‘and kit overboard. his desk even, day put what was “Gen, MeNaughton’s reply i 
ed that the mans “You have to consider th statements made by me last night 
ed and the ri oi the remarke betore: Seu tE at Meaford is just another effort 
that them too much to heart" he sald. to again confuse the public. Let 
ere was no confirmation aie Gen, McNaughton led off his i him tell the people of Canada 
cident in an individual c: diana “With ob eeulensot ovenin tent frankly whether the draftees ar- 
d Happened; Inquiries have been Ing up to his entry into the move rived in England Pik: all their 

ndon: r weapons an not why no 
en. Naughton stated further ae He ee the reinforcement “Tet it be clearly understood 
at he now had full reports on foe Mentdituahern S morce- | 1 reported to fhe Canadian peo- 
Ji e voyage $ e an unsatisfactory situation, 
ar ator United. Kingdom of we he thought that when the the facts of which were, given to 
iroopship which had carried the Grr A er a an me by responsible Canadians 
men as cel as others. eae of the troubles would be overseas, | 

discipline at the ports in this a “It is interesting to note that | 
tand on the ships had been owever, there were newspaper Gen. McNaughton ignores en- 
= an and the men had made ° in Montreal and Toronto which se tirely the challenge I made at 
a impression on arrival. to cause every bit of trouble the: Meaford last night and which 1 
cNaughton observed that could invent or create and theri repeat again now: ‘I challenge 
in fact made was one party which set out to ex. him to show that a single rein- 

n. 


forcement demand sent from 
forcement, lane. far ! Canadian military headquarters 
» at London to the Department of 
National Defence since he be- 
came minister, has been met to 
the extent requested.’” 


ploit the re 
political advantage, 
1 He called on his listeners for 
their support so (hat he might wir 
a seat in the Commons. The govern. 
ment hoped to hold another short 
ssion. 1 general election 


a B 


to him, it 
Tra careless 


be 
had 
be |- 


HIGH HATS INVITE SNOWBALLS 


MWNaughton-Bracken Feud 


Sizzles as Campaign Ends 


By James Oastler 
Star Staff Correspondent 


OWEN SOUND, Feb. 3—If there is the slightest doubt in any- 
mind t thi ini i North is not a 

S mi at miniature election up in Grey DN 
mitaan E battle for keeps between the Liberal anc, Pe 
Progressive Conservative candidates, with the C.C.F. nominee g 


almost ignored, they had better get it out of their heads. 


The ‘climax_came ‘when Gen. A. G, L. McNaughton, Minister. of 
Natione] Defence, in an interview with The Star charred belie 
Bracken, leader of the Progressive Conservative party, d his asso- 
“careless and irresponsible” and also that both Bracken an 
dates had shown an “utter disregard of the truth. kaa ean anie 

Gen. McNaughton was mad clear through. There 3 C was “nak 
Geasing number of charges which had disturbed him | slowing what 
until the last 24 hours that, as he said, Mr. Fe cial Claas on 
Ns candidate had been doing, en a ehar ten I feel now that 
Maa 


/ 


I should hit back and give him 
some of his own medicine. 


McNaughton Angry 


rd- d 
there on a hard-backe 
aatan a back bed-room i 
a hotel, Gen. McNaughton did Dor 
enlarge on the “personal atack, 
angle, but he did say that he 
whole purpose of the Governme 
was to support the Canadian my 
in Western Europe and in ay 
and all the resources of the coun 
try would be made availa’ eae 
Pbout it, ne pode ged Abut that 
it, nobody e , l 
R be used, They will be, 
as required.” 
This man, called to one of me 
biggest ministerial posts political 
7 nt and ) 
Sine Tar the first time na 
life, admitted he had fo wie 
ae oing tough”. But life had nevan 
[peen smooth for ies man e 
| built the modern Cana a reny: 
iHe was no politician and h T 
| mitted lt, He had in (he Bee an 
busy for that. f 
iair is Yapidly graying he ound 
himseJf in the midst of shes o 
| political campaign in years, Á 
Asked how he thought the oai; 
| i was going, he anapogd. 
| Pary well. o doubt the ere 
en an What any He op 
t I mean A 
but then looked up and co! 


McNaughton said he gave it in no 


|him, he said. No sooner had he got 


in expressing that opinion Gen. 


irit. He had got it from 
caan SPa knew the riding, men 
and women who knew the folkor 
Grey North and who could ana yee 
the feelings of both urban an 
rural citizens. 


Diffleult Problems 
Life had ‘never been soft for 


than 
e activity working forward, 
gnother problem cropped up. All 
his life he had been forced io 
adapt himself to changed tonai 
tions and in some cases pretty 
ickly. 
Whe” single issue of the whole 
campaign was to get him a aon 
in the Top of Commons but the 
most puglicized issue had been 
the question of reinforcements, 
His campalgn was to avoid per- 
sonalltics and abuse, This same 
policy had been followed by the 
C.C.. candidate and his leaders. 
It was at this point that Gen 
McNaughton who had been sitting 
toying with the fire escape rope 
near the windoow, jumped u pod 
striding across the room dec ne A 
“It was only when the man who 
purports to lead the Progressive 
Conservative aN: following 
vhat his own candicate has been 
doing, decided to make a fof 


| attac: on my character, did I fee 


hit back and give 
tpat I SA A medicine.” 
shocked 


Seattle Says 


SEATTLE Feb. 3—(AP.)—The 
Seattle Post - Intelligencer said 
today an “undetermined number of 
Canadian soldiers are believed ab- 
sent without leave in Seattle and 
neighboring American Pacific 
Northwest cities” and added the 
men “face court martial upon ar- 
rest.” 

The article said Maj. Gen. G. R. 
Pearkes, V:C, General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief of the Paci- 
fic Command at Vancouver, refus- 
ed comment about the soldiers, 
‘Known in Canada as ‘Zombies.’ ” 
| 7 “But it is known in Vancouver 
that Canadian military authorities 
have been apprised of the pre- 
sence at Seattle of Canadian 
| Soldiers suspected of “Zombie 
status. and it is Teported that an 
Immediate effort will be made to 


return them to Canada in custody,” 
| the article said. 


Canadian Army officials in Van- 
couver said they “had not possible 
Way of proving Whether there js 
any truth in the report.” 

The Post-Intelligencer said Can- 
| adian authorities Believed a “con- 
siderable” number of the “Zom- 
bies”, still in uniform, “may now 
be living in Seattle, Tacoma, Eve- 
rett and other American coast 
cities, benefitting from facilities 
set up by charitable and civic or- 
ganizations for the accommodation 


and entertainment of Allied 
troops.” 


Deserte-s Seized | 
LETHBRIDGE, Alta., Feb. 3 — 
(C.P.)—Five deserters and two ab: | 


rmy were taken into custody by 
pe Hoyal Canadian Mounted 
Ice in the southern art of Al- 
erta from Jan. 26 p 
spector E. D. Frytte," officer com- 
manding the Lethbridge sub- 
division, said yesterday, 


h ‘he remaining 
hree servicemen have been 
handed over to the military au- 
teritles to be returned to ‘their 
units, 


ees fe 


(Zombies in U.S. 


b 


(MPAIGN ENDS IN HOT CLASHES 


EY C; 


N HARDEST FIGHT CLOSE VOTE LIKELY | THE OPPOSITION CANDIDATES 


Charges and Counter-charges 
Bnd Bitter Blectioncering 


—e 


FINAL RALLIES HELD 


—- 


Returned Officers Say Brac- 
ken’s Statements Are 
Substantiated 


— 


By JAMES MACKENZIE FYK 
(Gazette Staff Correspondent.) 
Owen Sound, February 4—Tho 
storm of political battle subsided 
last night and the issues of the 
Grey North byelection are now in 


GEN. A. G. L. MeNAUG ; 

Defence Min QUGHTON the hands of the voters. They have W., GARFIELD CASE AIR VICE-MARSHAL GODFREY | 
pee cone oe oing days Progrossivo Oousorvative OOr, « ` al 
> Campaign with a bitterness f 
REY AT GLANCE ad, Tituperatlon that was in star Š Fa 

ast to the somewhat placi b 

There are three candidates in (nature of its earlier stag g Kin Pl B k f E 
4 ages, Hard i 5,158 d 

things have been said by the Lib- S ans Drea rom mp tre, {he iConservantyes hee 


the Grey North byelection toda: 
y y 

—Gen. A. G. L MoNaughton, eral and Progressive Conservativ 
Liberal; W. Garfield Case, Pro- standard-bearers, and Da aT 
gressive Conservative, and Air |the mast serious nature have been 
Vice-Marshal Godfrey, CCF. made by both sides that can hardly 
Rane rel mas pon = the, "e [be dismissed a: political oratory 
ection, , by W. P, (even after th i 

Taliera, Tibera, whee Tiaan a e battle has been won 

votes + C, Porteous, The appe ce of Joh y 

Conservative, polling 5771, and |the Progressive Cimoeeystlve ben 
Garfied Case, mdependent Lib- |er, in the riding and the sensa. 


Says L’Action Catholique Report | meo 72, | 


ressive Conservatives too g 
Quebec, | February 4. — (®—) “Nomination of a Canadian Goy-| @ the berets aana. Thombun.| 
L'Action Catholique said in al|ernor-General (Gen. Georges P. Sonn y ù Aas changed somewhat | 
newspage story Saturday that| Vanier, at present Canadian min- ana The ent of the C.C.P. upon} 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King,| ister to France, to begin with); hte i nan articularly the sup-} 
à according to Quebec Liberal sour-| “Adoption of an authentically tue; scone athe CCF by the Polit- ff 
a laa a r Eren Hona] nature of the charges he ces, bad drawn BD, a naw, ‘party Canadian flag; port given Committee of the Car 
iv- | made against e government's pm which includes the nam-/ “Adoption of a Canadian national i s of Labor. The C.CF. 

ing 2.435. aes, policy and its results Ing of a Canadian as Governor- anthems adlan Con ete sects to_take the li- 
otly 


There are -3,000 names on the whi a flagging campaign into |General and the entrance of Can-|  « iti i j ven Sound: | 
voters’ list, a hotly contested struggle E in- | 24a in the Pan-American Union. priae aes appeals to the! bor vote cara es pA nh 
There are 127 polls (ane_ad- | jected the note of defiance on| The story gave as its source “a| “Entrance of Canada ‘in the-Pan-| aP to set OS ae woll. It appear) 
vance). which it closed last night. As a| Prominent member of the Quebec] American. Unien. and,—te~enp..the| {he rural centres C CF. or the Pros| 
Polls open at 8 am. amd close |result of the charges and counter- | Liberal party,” ‘and added: “The| story, the Independence of Ca-| thal if either ives aré:to-Wwidll 
at 6 pm à |charges exchanged between him| 2¢ar future will tell whether the! nada.” gressive Conservat va d in Owen} 
The outlook for a heavy vote is |and Gen. A. G. L. McNaughton, | forecast of this Liberal leader of/ The story sald also that Prime| {hey must get a good lead i bael 
not good, especially in the rural | Minister of Defence, two impor:| Quebec is to be confirmed.” Minister was allegedly planning to| Sound and the three o : 
sections, Many of the roads are |tant points now stand out: Mr. Kings program, says L'Ac-| oust “the notoriously imperialistic” | commv='ties. a 
piled deep with snow and a Mr. Bracken's challenge to the tion Catholique, is reported to in- | members of his cabinet and replace Unless the issue of conscriptiay 
Storm=throurhout that section of | Minister to say that a single rein- clude nothing more than the fol:|them with ministers with “a men-| is overhelming, the prospects W i 
Ontario threatened last night to |fOTcement demand sent from mil- | 2ming vrint: tality genuinely Canadian.” Mr, Case’s victory in the ruaj 
block the roads today. itary headquarters in London to The electors of Grey North are areas are not over-bright And i 
the Department of National De-| surely faced with one of the most does not appear that this issue isaf 

fence since he became Minister has] difficult decisions that can ever popular among farmers | here 

been met to the extent requested | have como to the way voters any- might be supposed, The inci 
has not yet been answered. where, and the perplexities of the of deferments for agricultur 

Mr, Bracken’s demand that the] issue and the anomalies of the can- essity is said ot be high throi 

General tell how Canadian soldiers | didales will not help, them in out the riding. This has ap 
threw their rifles overboard while | reaching it. Gen. cNaughton, ently worried the Progressive 


en route to Britain has been met by | running as a_ Liberal, has been that thelr manpower program @ 
a call to substantiate his ilatemen nomally ; Conservative all hts that thel MONET program 
or be prepared to pay the penalty | life He is a life-long bellever in visages allocating men to the /@ 
for it. And last night John E Die- | the voluntary systom of raising in which they can do the 
fenbaker told an audience here | Canada's armed forces, and he is good, and that Is not necessaril 
that this is a threat to the Pro- ayes seeking flection 10 enable him ` the army. ' 
gressive Conservative Leader that} tO carry out th oa a 5 ; The Liberals seem to be the 
infers internment f t scription policy, The key to the election result is fi P 

or breach of the W Garfield Case, tho Progressive] the vote in the city of Owen Sound, contestants ee can affordaty au 


Defence of Canada re, ions. He 
seared Hio aaae Tesuanons. He Conservative candidate, once con-| Here again there is another factor through in the country, but ii 


John Bracken makes statements | tested Dutforin-Simecoe as a Liberal] that may complicate the voters’ 

they are not made reckless and and, has contested Grey North as| decision. Mr. Case is opposed by] fyen amey ware cure thesis 

‘that the party will not be cowed |31 independent Liboral. He object-| {wo men from other parts who do Acta t or the C.C.F, the 
by threats. ed to conscription in tha last war] not intend to run in Grey North in] defeat Bow te) Gow wal Ao 

‘and still admits he does not like it.| general elections whether any one | Gueston o in their enouet 

STATEMENTS SAID TRUE |i He de view tho „standard baaret: ot them is elected here or nol. Thus nave ie Tem ole cA A ipe 

i ihere of the party that deman r. Case may get a larger propor- 5 s 
That is the note on Which  the)' conscription for overseas service,| tion of the home town vote than he ab ee sere ase ead 
; 


be much doubt that it will be one| Cauality of service and sacrifice, | would if either of his opponents |, s{ituen increase thelr 
which will be heard again regard- || MANY CONTRADICTIONS, rame momi me zins. election -in STY ra 4 E S 
less of the result of this byelection 1940, W. P, Telford, Liberal, was It is snowing hard here to 


? Air Vice-Marshal Earl Godfrey, i 
when the government goes to the to. polities, is an ie. | elected with 7,538 votes: V. C. Por- 


coun t ek a new mandate. |;a newcomer 
The Te Ene Conservatives | dustrialist running on the C.C.F,| teous, Conservative, got 5,771 votes 
wound up their effort last night| ticket. His military service, which and Garfield Case, running as an 
with Mr, Bracken speaking in|/{s honorable and distinguished, | independent Liberal came third]: 
Clarksburg and Gordon Graydon} began at the age of 12 when he was with 2434. In the 21 elections in 
supporting Mr, Diefenbaker here in| a bugler. Now he advocates that the constituency since Confedera- 
the city, The latter was one of the| pollcics of a party whose con- tion the Liberals have won 11 and 
most persuasive meetings of the| version to conscription is of recent the Conservatives 10. There are 13 i ina} conclusions. ‘The & 
party's campaign, for in addition vintage. These contradictions are municipalities in Grey North, four| 108 General, Hon, W. P£ 
to the two “big guns” of the House | enough to puzzle any conscientious) urban, nine rural. In the 1940 elec- iter ed a bet of $1,000 yesterd 
group there were Maj, George Hees | voter, but there are still more. tion the urban vote was much tee arty's candldete nd 
and Capt. Howard Sale, recently Conscription, generally thought heavier than the rural, in the last s pi ed at the Pro cally 
returned from the fighting fronts,] to have been the chief issue in the provincial election, in August 1943, was oye head Berta A 
to declare their belief that Mr.| campaign, was kept well in  the| the rural vote was only some 80| Seve that ron d Be ar 
Bracken had brought back with} background by all the parties until) below the urban polling, paign a c at ed on the 9 
him from overseas fair, true and| Mr, Bracken threw it violently into An analysis of the vote in the night wa a por luota con & 
unexaggerated picture of how the] the ring. Gen, McNaughton up toj 1940 federal election reveals that of i e e rals pa ian 
men in the front lines feel. that point had contented himself} the Conservatives were weaker in ras ah T DEYAN hali es. 
Their talks were a moving] with asking for election so that he} the country than were the Liber- ira,of ee eee, An Npr sit 
account of the needs of thej might take his place in the House | als, and that the Liberals can af- have ae ore ia ch 2 
men overseas that related for to place tho military estimates be-| ford to drop votes In the urban|: | such ve on an Platte 
the first time in the campai oj fore a session which has not ye communities and still come out onj: |tPrOu: h t os one oe T 
the issues of the byelection direct- | been announced, and with repeated | top as long as they maintain their | yertising in the Owen Soun 
ly to the far greater events abroad | assurances that the reinforcement} rural support. But that was the sit- 
to which Canadian lives are dedic: | situation was satisfactory to date} uation before the C.C.F. came into 
ated, Many observers felt that] and that further calls would be| the field, 
their effect might have greatly} met, Air Vice-Marshal Godfrey] In the 1943 provincial election 


again, The back roads are 
full, and if it continues to | 
ovenight the Liberal vote in 
rural areas will tend to fall 
factor that will assist the CC 
chances, 

All here agreed that the rati 
likely to be close. No one is m 


l 


Sun-Times that many observ! 
felt they were in danger of 


themselves out in th a 
"ine C.C.F, has watched thls ¥ 


strengthened the party's cause had | has rejterated that his party stands| the third part ade i . formance with pleasure, [ts Ug 

is Tecn alert erin the | for allait contigo oe | ate Nin rts tat APP) | been baug, gone abont ah 
ap- ower on yea. as $ ona. s 

carpe EN: ies ae Proceeding’ with ita cusibinary -atey enough known. The two constitu- aN bas been pala on thee 


pearance had perforce to await 
Gen. McNaughton's denial of the| tacks on the policies of lhe two ress 
conditions Mr. Bracken described. | older pat aee tha, COTE Eo puting the votes in the townships the twp ether’ pares hayas 
Brent under soci lis nee which interchange their positions ed eae been somewhat 
m™Gne of the salen curlous side-| between Grey South and Grey Pdi the result that: Lil 
lights of this campaign is that the North federally and provincially, it of, Prive Cgnaecvalieg 
Sn WhO appears to ba the. most| Can be arrived at that If the two}, Presa ve ed to direct 
m pular of All is not here, He is| tidings were the same the Liberals|| bave tic. against it. 
Pen J. L, Ralston, whose name was| in this hypothetical federal elec- thefed the CCF: very 
cheered to the echo every time.ft| ton would have taken 5.400 votes}! Fas been n 
was mentioned the Progre: 2 nity. 

Canker yas. Tha Liberals, who} : i i 

0 n Á 


Ber ot inele 


encies, federal and provincial, ar 
not exactly the same, but by vom-| ‘form to the bitterness with 


Sn eee eran - 


5 SOUGH 


; ORDER 


4—0—Amid 
action has | 


ti 


uarters Said they 
Ley on reports of 


ee and 


Minister Mo- 
the absentees 
the men would 
jeserters after they 
large 21 days. 
troop movement be- 
week. Therefor, it 
e to assume that the 
z epsentees now must be 
ent Geserters. 
 egae to disciplinary action 
against the mass of 
was a half-page De- 
ent a 
Mro: out Canada an 
s See acd penalties un- 
gy and civil law relating 
gest DOD, absent without leave 


[eee 
ct says tha a man 
Graft overseas over- 


leave, even though | 
the exact date 
will be open to 
wartial, if the circum- 
warant it to infer that he | 
escape service on 
pts ordered and to con-| 
$e of desertion. | 
geeral order covering this} 
€ omy crime says the de- 
be sabject to penal ser- 
years up to life; 
barrack service up to two 
ù punishment (è military 
$e ard labor”) up to three 
@sbomorable discharge and 
af pey. A military legal 
said the intention to 
be proved before a man 
‘ee emite 
bws provide fines and im- 
— for persons who harbor 


` 
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att 


ee 


50ME IN SEATTLE 


T pile roundup of deserters 
œw turn Saturday with the 
that an undetermined 

= a teri were Tias 
yD Sestile ash, and other 
3 United States cities. 
Command—where the 

= movement of Home De- 
Èzfiees originated—tersely 
the Seattle reports, 


civil police is being 


E = Pacific Commanā nor 
go Headquarters here would 
me One officer offered the 

fat the fact that some of 
feriers crossed the border 
Sitigate agairst them at sub- 
ands to Peace the court 
E reason e 
Eider the additional com- 
amo volved in bringing the 
“eg E to Canada in judging 
y , 

¢ tl he 

Sedition 

the case 


from the Pacific Command 

mee? indicated ee 

tary ‘cemen - 

INe command and the Unit- 

sagen sale civi Z ie 
$ ou p say W 

4 mer the men Tull at large?” 

Ihe,” asked, 

Mie ™*kesman would only refer 

ig ting advertisement which 

advice: “Every. day of 

Emis *thout leave adds to the 

M the offence.” | 

boint which has not been 

la official announcements 

any of the deserters are 

personnel who 

l converts from the 


pects fey o 
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Only One Man Threw Rifle Away) 


McNaughtonSaysCheck-upShows 


Ottawa, February 4——Am- 
Plitying his statement of Friday on 
| the department of Hone Defence 
| conscripts ¢n route overseas, De- 
| fence ) inister McNaughton on Sat- 
urday said R comprehensive check 
showed that one soldier threw 
overboard his rifle and equipment 
snd then balked at leaving the ship 
at a British port. 

“He was taken off the ship by 
his unit and dealt with,” the state- 
pent pele pader dan for 

is, absolutely no incident of a 
kind occurred.” e 
There was no indication as to 
| what disciplinary action was taken 
| against the recalcitrant draftee. 


| In Friday's statement, Gen. 
| McNaughton said that the discip- 
line at the ports of embarkation 
had been “satisfactory, and the men 
have made a very good impression 
on arrival.” 

He was commenting on a state- 
ment made Thursday night at Mea- 
ford, Ont, by the Progressive Con- 
servetive national leader, John 
Bracken, Mr. Bracken, addressing 
a parinenl tally, asked that Gen. 
McNaughton . tell how the Home 
Defence trocps threw thelr rifles 
and ammunition overboard while 
on the high seas. 

The discipline of the troops came 
|in for more attention in the Grey 
North campaign Friday night. Gen. 
McNaughton called on Mr. Bracken 
to substantiate his claim that rifles 
had been thrown overboard over- 
seas “or pay the ae G 

“I am going to see that he does 
substantiate that statement or pay 
the penalty. These ourageous and 
loose statements aganst the discip- 
line in the Canadian Army have 
got to come to an end.” 

Mr. Bracken, speaking in another 
part of the riding, asked that Gen, 
McNaughton “tell the people of 
Canada frankly whether the draf- 
tees arrived in England with all 
their weapons and if not, why not. 

Saturday's statement follows: 

“The Minister of National De- 
fence states that all reports receiv- 
ed regarding the recent movement 


overseas of reinforcement persone 
nel, imeluding NRM.A, troops, 
show that (here is no truth in state- 
ments published in the press that 
soldiers threw thelr rifles _ over- 
board while crossing the Atlantic. 

“One soldier threw his rifle and 
equipment Into the waters of the 
harbor at the port of embarkatlon, 
the reports said. The equipmen 
which floated, was recovered, but 
the wide. sank te dhe bottom and 
could not be located. 

“Reports received by N.D,H.O. 
from assembly areas embarkation 
areas and from overseas all refer 
specifically to the good behavior 
of the troops during the movement. 

“A general report received from 
Canadian Military Headquarters in 
London says: 

‘On all sailings the movement 
control personnel said it was one 
of the best movements of Cana- 
dian troops. Ships were left very 
clean and railway people confirm- 
ed the same idea. 

‘“‘Among all these troops there 
was only one soldier who threw his 
rifle and equipment overboard at 
port of departure. At the port of 
arrival the same soldier refused 
to go off the ship. He was taken 
off the ship by his unit and dealt 
with. Except for this, absolutely 
no incident of any kind occurred.’ 

“A cable received from Canadian 
Military Haedquarters, London, 
afler the troops’ arrival overseas, 
says in part: 

“«N.R.M.A. personnel are settling 
down well and instruction is pro- 
cecding. No disciplinary troubles 
have been encountered.’ 

“The report adds that the station 
master al the English town to 
which the troops were destined com- 
plimented the units on the condi- 
tion in which the trains were left. 

“Senior officers from National 
Defence Hearquarters who inspect- 
ed the troops before departure re- 
ponten on their return to Ottawa 
hat the%conduct of the men on the 
vessels was of as high a standad as 
in any previous movements of 


troops on their departure for over- 


seas.” 
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GREY NORTH VOTES. PT 


Today the electors of Grey North goto the 
polls, And surely in the history. of the country 3 
there have been few stranger elections. 

. Clearly many things have combined to make 
this more than a by-election in the usual and 
technical meanings of the term. The Govern- 
ment has decided to run in Grey North a man 
who has become a figure of national controversy 
on account of the peculiar, if not unprecedented 
circumstances under which he was appointed and 
has assumed office. The Progressive Conservative | 
and C.C.F. parties have both widened the national 
significance of the by-election by entering their 
nominations. More than this, the leaders of both — 
| these opposition parties have come to Grey North - 
in person to support their respective candidates. — 
Still further, the Prime Minister, though he did 
not set foot in Grey North, has added to the 
national interest of the contest not only by his 
frequent statements and by the letters he has 
mailed to the electors, but by the way in which 
; he has hinted that the outcome in Grey North 
will have an important influence upon his plans | 
for the future. 

Last, and surely not least, the people of Can- 
ada, in all provinces and electoral districts, have 
followed this campaign, in all its varied develop- 
ments, with a concentration of interest that per- 
haps no other by-election has ever roused. 

There are several plain reasons why this local 
contest should have taken on an importance so 
general. First of all, there is the fact that the 
present parliament, by the regulations of the i 
constitution, is very near the end of its natural fn 
life. With a general election approaching, there | 
is an inevitable curiosity with regard to anything 
that might be a forerunner or a prophecy of the 
trends of public opinion. 

\ To this fact is added the reinforcement issue, 
which has a very close and personal meaning for 
so many Canadian families. The events recently 
connected with this issue have been dramatic in |- 
their intensity, with the requested resignation of | 
' the defence minister, the subsequent disclosure of | 
the Government’s methods, the critical session of 
parliament, the appearance in public life of a new 
defence minister with a composite policy, and 
the conditions which have arisen among the Home 
Defence troops detailed by the Government for 
overseas service. 
_ But there is a still deeper cause for public | 
interest. For the reinforcement issue, important 
as it is, has served in an astonishing way, to open 
up to public view the mentality and character of 
the Government. Consequently it is not only the | 
matter of reinforcements but the present Govern- f 
ment itself that has become the ultimate and most 
interesting issue. | 

Today. the country will watch with attention 
how this constituency, which was selected by the 
Government because of its established record of - 
federal and provincial Liberal loyalty, will react — 
to the issues and the appeals of the recent cam- 
paigns. There can be little doubt that its deci- 
sion, whatever it may be, will have a considerable 
influence upon the present highly unsettled bal- 

ance of Canada's political affairs. 
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McNaughton Sees Defeat as 


Great Lesson to Canadians 


(Special to The Gazette) 


Owen Sound, February 5.— De- 
‘fence Minister A. G. L. McNaugh- 
iten, defeated Liberal candidate in 
the Grey North byelection, tonight 


lattributed his defeat to “Tory re- 
action,” and described the cam- 
paign es the first skirmish in the 

_ great battle to decide the future of 
Canada for a long time to come. 


Jogizing to nobody and 
ai in this 


and newsmen in his i 
rooms after the res of the elec- 
tion were made known. Later he 
broadcast a statement over the 
local radio station. The battle he 
is prepared to join, he Said, 
‘decide whether the young men and 


_|freedom of conscience, or whether 

‘|they will “come under the bondage 

‘lof a completely unscrupulous dic- 
tatorship which masquerades under 
|the false front of a progressive 
sabel.” 


The General does not know the 
full reason for the results of to- 
day's election, but whatever they 
are they will be looked into and 
guarded against in future, he said 
“We have had a lesson,” he declar- 
ed. “We are awake and more de- 
termined than ever that in the final 
count we will win through. 

General McNaughton has de- 
dicated himself to the “great cause 
for which the Liberal party 


will; Mr. 
statement over the local radio sta- | 


the clean way in which the cam- 
paign was fought. 

He thanked those who had help- 
ed him during the campaign and 
| expressed the hope that he would 
| be able to discharge his responsi- 
‘pility to the entire satisfaction of 
everyone in the constituency. 
| Case, who broadcast the 


tion, spoke shortly before Air Vice 
Marshal Godfrey went on the air 
and thanked those who had sup- 
ported him and helped during the 
campaign. 
McNAUGHTON TEXT. 

Following is the text of a state- 
ment made last night by Gen. Mc- 
Naughton: . 

“Tonight I speak to you briefly 
from Grey North where for the mo- 
ment the forces of Tory reaction 
have won the first skirmish in the 
great battle which must now be 
joined. 
; “That battle is to decide the 
future of Canada for a long time to 
come. It is to decide whether our 
young men and women will have a 


stands”; he declared. He said he 
speaking to the 

“He is not daunt- 

athering. “This 

iminary 

get after 


CASE STATEMENT 


-Garfield Case, winner in the by- 
election, sald tonight after the re- 
sults were known that he did not, 
‘look upon the victory as a personal 
one, ut rather as one for “m 

5 e... and the boys overseas.” 
ith this mandate, may I assure 
you that I will go forward, not in 
apy sense to represent only those 


who have supported me, but each 


and every citizen in this riding and 


proper opportunity to grow up in 
freedom of conscience, of faith and 
of expression—to live their lives in 
happiness and abundance or 
whether they are to come under 
the bondage of a completely un- 
scrupulous dictatorship which mas- 
querades under the false front of a 
progressive label, 

“We have fought this election 
campaign, We have been fair and 
righ in everything we have done. 

'We do not yet know the full 
reasons for today’s results but you 
may be sure that they will be most 
completely looked jnto and guard- 
ed against in future. 

'~"We have had a lesson. We are 
awake and more determined than 


MONTREAL, TUE 


ever that in the final count we 
will win through. 

“T thank all the workers in the 
cause most sincerely for the great 
support they have given me. 

“I regret that duties at the De- 
artment of National Defence have 
ept me away from them for many 
days. I ask that all our friends be 
of good courage for the future. I 
ask that they carry on. 

“For myself I have given my 
loyalty and devoticn to the Prime 
Minister. I have dedicated myself 
to the great cause for which the 
Liberal party stands. I will fight 
to the end and in the end our 
cause will triumph.” 


Coldwell Issues Statement 


Ottawa, February 5.—)—M. J. 
Coldwell, C.C.F, National leader, 
acknowledging the defeat of Air 
Vice-Marshal Earl Godfrey in to- 
day's Grey North byelection, said 
in a statement tonight, that Grey 
North “was in many respects new 
ground for our movement but in 
Such contests the message and. the 
proram of the C.C.F. has been 
rought to thousands of Cana- 
dians.” 

Text of Mr. Coldwell’s statement 
follows: i 

Air Vice-Marshal Earl Godfrey 
fought a magnificent fight. It was 


clean and raised the issues the 
country must face. soon. They 


(C.C.F.) did not participate in the 
mud-slinging that featured the 
closing davs of the campaign. 

The C.C.F, stands four square for 
reinforcements for our fighting 
men but demands, too, that indus- 
try and wealth shall serve the ‘na- 
tion in the same manner and on the 
same terms as our men and women 
serve in war. 

We did not win, but our candi- 


i date and his warkers deserve the 
thanks of our entire movement for 
their self-sacrificing effort in the 
peoples cause. 

e educational work which they 
have done in the past few weeks 
will bear fruit in the days to come. 
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CASE DEFEATS McNAUGHTON; KING 
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Grey Election Result 


Is Surprise to Quebec 
(Gazette Staff Correspondent) 


Quebec, February 5—Election of 
Garfield Case, Progressive Conser- 
vative in Grey North, proved to be 
a decided surprise in political 
circles here tonight, and the effect 
will be to direct more attention to 
the Progressive Conservatives in 
wee Futures : 

. Up to a few days ago senti 

in this neighborhood ot eared tp 
favor Air Vice-Marshal Barl God- 
frey, C.C.F, candidate as the prob- 
able victor, and this by people who 
| see no prospects of any C.C.F. suc- 
cess in this province. Of late days 
there was a switch away from God- 
Gey but it was to Gen. A. G. L. 
Mc aughton, the Liberal candidate, 

e news as to his prospects which 
came down this way being decided- 

give nt ihe General, and a 
Beyer always favored in a 
ih ere was very little belief that 
me Progressive ‘Conservative can- 

ate would carry the seat, and by 

3 substantial margin, and it may 
pe expected that there will be at 
cast more curiosity here as to the 
ic? ressive Conservative party and 

ts leader, John Bracken. W thout 
fuestion, the stock of the latter 

as soared and will soar greatly, 
= the effect in this province may 

e more widespread than such an 
event would ordinarily mean. 


Grey North was in many respects 
new ground for our movement, but 
in suck .contests the message and 
He said he wished to congratu- i the program of the C.C.F, has been 

late his opponents — Defence Min- A brought to thousands of Canadians. 

ister McNaughton, government — = Be * 

candidate, and Air Vice-Marshal A. f à : thy 

E. Godfrey, C.C.F. candidate — for 


(Continued on Page 6, Col 4.) 
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I hope you consider me your re- 
-presentative in its broadest sense,” 
_ said Mr, Case. 
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Temperature Yosterday 
Max., 25; Min, 10 | 
Same Date Last Year 
Max., 34; Min, 13 


Monday, weeny. 7, of tast yearr 
AX, 20; Min., 2, 
McGILL OBSERVATORY READINGS 
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INIS EARLY ELECTION 


guret ISSUED | WINNER IN GREY JOR. p OOR THIRD 
pis Maser Doubts if An- a .- Se 


ioe Sa% to Be Held 


PRICE FIVE CENTS 


Progressive Conservative Can- 
didate Has 1,289 Margin 


rT WEETS TODAY 
oUSINET KING POLICY IS ISSUE 


Says Question of 
flection Raised 
by Grey Result 


Vote Is Larger Than Normal 
Despite Heavy Snow 
in „District 


| BT C MEARS 


t gent Correspondent.) COMPLETE 127 POLLS. 


gem Fesuary 5—The deci- W. Garfield Case (PO) ...... 1,338 
æ Defence Minister A. Air Vice-Marshal 
ss A. E. Godfrey’ (CCF) ..... 3,136 


G i Basacbion and the signal 
cous ¢ Jan Bracken, National ied SO 
Dgs Omservative leader, in| W. GARFIELD CASE, Progres- 
bs te ca! tes, is almost certain ave! Conservative candidate in Gor cous, Bebra ya ene 
tye ay dissolution of the Gan nort.. “whose election over challenged the Dominion govern- 
=k a . aughton, goyernment can- | ment on its conscription policy, to- 


didate, and Air Vice-Marshal God- | da X i 

a y won Grey North consti 

a > È Sen C.C.F., was announced early |for the Progressive Gansaryatives 

= amet tonight, said that |last night Mr. Case had a major-|with a decisive byelection victory 

m mè of the voting in Grey |ity of 1,239 over Gen. McNaughton | over Defence Minister McNaughton, 

See! diately the ques- |and _ 4.202 over Air WVice-Marshal| Liberal candidate, and Air Vice- 
Godfrey. According to unofficial | Marshal A. E, Godfrey, C.C.F. 


returns, the C.C.F. candidate will] Less than two hours after 
. 7 = = the 
Lead hk Given Nation lose his deposit. polls closed The Canadian Press 


4 flashed the victory of the ex-mayor 
Byley, Says Bracken of Owen Sound in a ne fedea 
i 


Gen. A. G. L. MoNaughton (L) 6,099 


contest upon which the political 
But otners wno are tonight jubi- eyes of the nation has been focussed 
lant over the result see in it aforjweeks, 
final notice to the government that = Serene SB 
its manpower policy is unfair, that 
: its war effort has been halting, that 
m miht the Prime Minister did a deep in- 
mpa of Grey North,” |justice to Col J. L. Ralston when 
a kacken, “have spoken | he dismissed him from the National 
re esuntry—once on the Defence post and engaged General 
x zd now in the byelec- McNaughton, an avowed foe of 
conscription but who changed his 


4 
i 
i 


Coce 


CrnMENL tan sw vuwissi y ILO WAF 
the people have a right to expect 
justice and falr play in the mili- 
tary manpower policy, that rem- 
forcements must be adequate and 
not stinted, and that there must be 
a closer approach to equality of 
service and equality of sacrifice 


| 

| men yiision by tir ryote mia guy en Premier, King than has been ag under the 
nA treat comfort to the ersault as the result of A PM. Coldwell, CCF leader, be 
Dades who are so valiantly from six of his cabinet colleagues: || trayed little enthusiasm in the re- 
TO ig their country.” Another feature of the voting || sult but claimed his party had on- 

| fhe = indicated today by |result is that John Bracken has|| ducted a clean fight, that good 
sw Mes” sald the Progres- | won ge ee ane fee a2 ha educational work had been done, 

mati A KING'S STATEMENT. 


leader, “that can j; A i 
Ipemment’ takes its |flant of his leadership. He arrived 


rar if must call up its ||on the battle field late in the son- 


fairly, unfairly; ||test but his challenges to Gen, 
aa wes ated ee degusi McNaughton apparently could not 
; and the war ef- 


Lar mag be effectively met. 
dm gvvide that there is a TWO COURSES OPEN 
Taal e to equality of useful purpose can be served by 


ality of fice.” Two courses obviously are open || having another session of Parlia- 
i iae, Prims Paana, agaia | Rea belor eo Renh eatin e 
on was sole- 
and oA, i a onora andr] 2 Be Madee o at np 
m T o. atona; e- 
civil government and then dissolve, | fence in the House of Commons at 
tinea am another session. Since the session 
would necessarily be concerned 
with war measures, the presence of 
the minister in the house would be 
absolutely essential. 

The constituency of Grey North 
was opened by the government in 
the expectation that, in the cir- 
cumstances, no opposition would 
be offered to the minister and a 
subsequent session of Parliament 
before a general election would 
thereby Be assured, 

t was obvious from the outset 

c ry early that the Minister of National De- 
ermit of vollng mbing of fence could not give his full at- 
in the following month, othe eae ie Gise aen and, 

ening o: ' scharge his 
ng naten Apr 1. heavy wart me responsibilities, The 
the new fisc is chosen to- returns ma e it apparent that had 

Whatever £ he cabinet Gen, McNaughton's time in ihe 
morrow's meetin rtant, and constitutac not been so limited, 
will be ex rem erly he would have been elected, 

Ta a The returns also make clear that 

i one cause of the success of the 

G Progressive Conservative candidate 

that the electors in ¿was the splitting of the vote of 
iven a lea he those who are opposed to re- 

£ "been made clear “actlonary forces. 
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\ Text of Mr. King’s statement fol- 
ows; 

The result of the byelection in 
Grey North raises immediately the 
question as to whether or not any 
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was a considera- 
vote for Garfield 
fown man.. .. 


al sought to avoid 
election while our me “tg 


e 
ingat front, 
‘Dine ‘byelection 


raised the questio 
their attitudes in the bhi a 


Statement by the Quebec newspa- 


coe up by Prime Minister Mac- 


ment today in the capital. 


Mr. Kin i 
Iasi seston “h been on record since 
ve main platform 
Garaia Monton ante Gf a 
Canadian nalfonal anthem: Gis 


Council has b 
King since 1936.) advocated by Mr. 


governor- 
power of i 


far the union 


Washington yesterday that a formal 


_ As everyone is aware, I h Í 
x exalt Invitation may shortly be extended. | 


Air Vice-Mar 
lete uno: 
536; Godfrey 
a 45-year-old in; 

d 44 p 


p40 general electio 
iberal, won wt 
767 over V, C. Porteous 
National, Government  (Conserva- 
five) nnd 5.104 over Mr. Case, who 
In that campaign rangas National 
Liberal Progress ve. e complete 
1040 vote; Telford, 7,538; Porteous, 


6.771; Case, 2.43 
70 PER CENT. VOTE 


0; orth balloting In the 
Toso, eneral election. To- 
day's total o 6,573 Indicated about 
per cent, of the tolai voting 
23,000 made appears 

awanan Thao ere were 10,800. bale 
iols cast, and in the October, 1935 
general election there were 17,756 


ri Caso led in all but one of the 


ollin lsions in the constite 
uenty Inoluding the city of Owen 
ound, 


efence Mintster McNaughton 
ne hep only in Sydenham pn 
ship diyision, 611 to 381. Air Vice 
Marshal Go rey was far behind in 

divisions. 
oe the 1040 Dominion , general 
election, Mr. Telford, winning Lib- 
eral candidate, led in elght of the 
13 divisions; V. C. Porteous, Na- 
tional Government. (Conservative), 
Ín four, and Mr. Case, who ran as 
a national Liberal-Progressive can- 
didate in that election, in one, the 
town of Thornbury. 

Following is a recapitulation of 
today's byelection vote in the 13 


municipalities: 
> McNaugh- 
Case Godfrey ton 
Owen Sound... 32,088 1,917 2,635 
St. Vincent .... 372 53 291 
Sydenham ..... 381 146 511 
Euphrasia ..... 437 116 259 


Hollan 
Derby 295 179 264 
Collingwood 

Township .... 476 97 485 
Keppel ......+- 371 95 370 
Sarawak ...... » 12 50 103 
Shallow Lake .. 67 30 44 
Meaford ..... .. 667 222 463 


Thornbury ..... 221 


Totals ....... 7,338 3,136 6,099 
COMMONS STANDING 


Party standing in the Canadian 
House of Commons after the Pro- 
gressive victory in the Grey North 
byelection: 

Liberals, 156; Progressive Con- 
servatives, 40; C.C.F., 10; Social 
Credit, 10; Others, 18; Vacant, 11. 
Total, 245. 


paign, the parties which have offi 
the Peawition to the government in 
tek velection have not created and 
whee the very circumstances 
lich make a general election In- | 
free and: By s at what may wel) | 
x i 
Sigges ot pei nie mast critical of all 
a this aspect of the situation, th 
government wil i diate 
and close jtention S rene 


King Is Said to Favor 


Flag for the Dominion 
Ottawa, February 5. — @ — 


er L'Action Catholique, that a new 
iberal party platfofm has been 


ng drew no official com- 


It was pointed out, howeyer, that 


in favor of two of the 
joints men- 
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be 
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Defence Minister 
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me from all 
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for the future. 
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arty men 
onight tak e era or 
© people of Grey veg 


have registered their dissat- 
pee f vernment’s 
e sharpes 
have rebuked it severely, 
The next move is now looked for 
Ottawa. and it is confidently 
challenge must 

and that the answer 
to a general election. 
McNaughton 


das been plai told by the elec- 
tors here Rear thes have no confi- 


t| tor Mr. Bracken 


4 of the re- 
inforcement policy to. date and that 
they cannot entrust to him tho task 
adequate reinforce- 
The heavy 
for the Progressive Conser- 
for full onpi 
X o! e riding, 
‘and it has resulted in the Targa 


Da ARIS 
` February 6 Joh Writer.) 

Onservatives, put the Gre: “ty 
on back squarely on ure 
1 ment issue, and on that issue 
een fought and won by his 


begun, He admitted that he did 
not understand why he had been 
rejected, and he threatened to “get 
after” what he. described as an 
“unscrupulous dictatorsht MAS. 
Querading “under the false front 
ressive label. 

Case, the successful can- 
didate, in a yictory broadcast to- 
ight, ‘paid tribute to his leader, It 
was a well deserved compliment, 
almost single- 
handedly rescued the part's cam- 
aign from the doldrums. Party fol- 
owers here believe its effect will 
be to rally the Progressive Conse 
vatives so laly around Mn Bracken 
‘or the next phase he struggle 
into which he will Toad them. 
The arrival of the leader direct- 
y from the battlefronts was in- 
ced the spark that lit the cam- 
paign fires, and they raged un- 
quenchably until the ballots were 
cast. Tt is safe to say that with- 
out the Intervention of Mr. Bracken 
at the strategic moment and his 
resentation of the reinforcement 
issue in the sensational terms of 
datlefront deficiencies the day 
would have been lost. 


y Since 1904. 


Atbat his political 


‘majority the party has polled in the 


Gen. McNaughton's reply to the} The 
voters was immediate and sharp 
| He told them he had deen defeat- 
ed by “Tory reaction.” He implied 
career bas just 


Progressive Conservative 
campaign took a curlous turn from 
the first. There was little en- 
thusiasm among the ~lectorate, vet 


it was generally conceded that Mr, 
Case, as the struggle got under 
way, would emerge the winner. 
The appearance of Gen. McNaugh- 
ton an the quiet showmansnip 
wath which he was stage-manage 
threw the Progressive Conserva- 
tives career into low gear, and the 
|Party men here did not conceal 
| their dismay at the course of 
events. Mr.  Bracken's arrival 
changed that, but there was an- 
other factor that proved of the 
greatest consequence to the party's 
Sugeess. This was the appearance 
of Maj. George Hees and Captain 
Howard Sale, both of Toronto, who 
came into the riding at their own 
request to declare that from their 
own front line experience they 
knew that what the Progressive 
Conservative leader had to say was 
nothing but the truth, and that he 
was telling Canada what the men 
overseas wanted to hear said. 


STRONG IMPRESSION 


This was on Saturday night, and 
over the weekend there was a not- 
able uplift of Progressive Conser- 
vative hopes. The two army men 
made a tremendous impression par- 
tcularly on the women who heard 
them, and the parly organization 
made the most of their opportunity 
in getting the news of what they 
had to say sent around the riding, 
The reinforcement issue, that ha 
tended to dissolve into the _back- 
ground, flared strongly, and it was 
on conscription that the voters cast 
their ballots. Ei 

this point t 
eee festive candidate had been 
forced on the defensive by the pub- 
lication of personal correspondence 
showing that he had formerly been 
an advocate of the voluntary sys- 
tem. But John Bracken, by demand- 
ing ans\ 2rs to specific charges, put 
ihe Defence Minister on the de- 
fensive, and at least one of his de- 
mands has not yet been answered 
by the minister, to state whether 
one single request from Canadian 
Army headquarters in London for 
reinforcements since Gen. Mc- 
Naughton assumed office has been 
met in full. To many here tonight 
jt seemed that the unanswere 
question has been answered by the 
people. 
In the last 24 hours of the contest 
the reinforcement issue took the 
spotlight. The initial interest in the 
post-war proposals of the C. iy 
appeared to diminish, the General's 
request that he be enabled to take 
his seat in~the--House took on ab 
academic cast in the mind 
voters, and all that could be heard 
in the streets and shops was dis- 
cussion of Mr. B: 
and General McNau 
charges. 

By last evni me trend became 
so apparent tha e 
and T ognosticators developed the 
new theory that if the conscription 
issue had Indeed taken first pace 
in the voters’ thoughts. the C.C.F. 
might figure much less prominent- 
ly in the voting than had earlier 
been estimated, This is what ap- 
cars to have happened. If there 
is any surprise in the result, apar 
from the resurgence of Progressive 
Conservative prospects after Me 
Bracken's appearance, Ít is in the 
showing the C.C.F. made. Both 
Progressive Conservative and Lib- 
eral camps had conceded 
C.C.F. opposition was. 
strong in the country 
that the labor vote 
ive the C.C.F. the 


e Progressive 


ghton's counter- 


districts an 
in the city 


GAZETTE, MONTREAL: "T 


Cc, LOSES VOTES 
The C.C.F, volo In Owen Sound 


in fact, was legs than im the 
19493 provincial election—tho nest 
oceaston In which a CCI caidil- 


date entered tho riding. — when 
W. c. EMott polled A374 

Both Gen, McNaughton ond Alr 
Vico Marshal Godfrey oppeng to 
have suffered from the factor which 
was a vomplicated one to Judyo— 
the influence Garfield Case avielded 
in the city ef whieh ho hns been 
three times mayor, Te advancod 
the strong argument that I£ elther 
of the other gentlemen yoro eloct- 
ed thoy Would nover again be seon 
in the riding, and in fact had an- 
nounced, thelr Intention 
testing the general election 
own baillwicks. à 

The slogan "sond a Groy North 
man to Ottawa, not an Ottawa man 
Yo Grey North has paid dividends. 
On the other hand, the successful 
candidate at one time seemed likely 
to talk himself out of the -pleture, 
This was not entirely his fault, for 
in tho carly stages of the campalgn 
(ho result seemed so certain that 
the party strategists were convinced 
he coul carry it alone without 
outside aid. It was only when the 
race began to slow up that such 
speakers as Gordon Graydon and 
John Diefenbaker made their ap- 
pearance, and the latter's address 
al the closing rally on Saturday 
night was one of the most effective 
of the campaign, 

At no time did the Progressive 
Conservative organization lose sight 
of the urgency of their position. 
They were well aware if they lost 
this byelection on such an issue 
the party would be confronted with 
serious problems. There are some 
men high in the party ranks to- 
night who feel that they must still 
increase their efforts if they are 
to go forward to the general elec- 
tions with the same drive as char- 
acterized the closing hours of their 
battle here. 

As for Gen, McNaughton, his 
campaign withered when: he was 
faced with Mr, Bracken's demands 
and when he replied to them either 
obliquely or not at all. He fought 
almost alone, and he appeared a 
tired and lonely figure at night as 
he returned to the holel where he 
made his headquarters along with 
the -Progressive Conservatives and 
the press corps. ` 

Tonight he was not only tired 
but angry, and his face flushed as 
he made his post-election state- 
ment. In- the ently part of the fight 
he had rested his case simply on 


s of the 


racken's charges 


speculators 


that 
likely ‘to be 


lead in 


i hen the votes 
ound. But w fo ‘in the 


the necessity of his obtaining a scat 


n the House to carry out his du- 
ties as Defence Minister, and his 
plea appeared to be making an ef- 
fect on his audiences. But to those 
who were familiar with the events 
leading up: to his assumption of 
ministerial rank there were blanks 
that could not be explained away. 

As the contest became embitter- 
ed the General showed flashes of 
anger and penea. He referred to 
Jchn Bracken as an “individual” 
who was going round giving out 
“stuff."| But he had no help from 
his fellows in the cabinet even 
when he began to get into diffi- 
culties, Not one of the key min- 
isters stood "by his side to ask that 
he be allowed to take his place 
with them at the cabinet table, 
and the voters could only draw the 
obvious inference—that they could 
not and would not | 

The shadow of Hon. J. L. Ralston 
loomed over Gen. McNaughton's 


.| campaign, The electors could not 


help but note that the men who 
had stood by Ralston would not 
now stand by. his successor, who 
has now gone down to defeat, And 


now the shadow of this byelection! 


stretches back again to the Capital 
to darken the scene where the 


events that culminated in fonight's| 
that 


rebuke to the government 
brought them about had 
beginning. 
Whether the country wants Gen. 
McNaughton for. its Defence Min- 
ister Is yet to be seen, but it Is 
certain ‘that the people of Grey 
North do not. ow aceurately 
Grey North speaks for the nation 
is yet to be determined, but what 
it had to say tonight will be listen- 
ed to with respect. 


their 


f A 
Ín thoir 


: ITE 
GREY NORTH ANSWERS APPEAL FROM OVERS. 


In the by-election In Grey North only one of the three part| 
represented wished to provide an unhesitating and uncondition 
support for the Canadians fighting overseas, The candidate y 
that party was the man elected. R 4 

The man whom the Government was running in the co.) _ 
alltuency, and whose appearance in public life made this E 2? 
necessary election necessary, was in a peculiarly complete way {p 
symbol of the Government's policy on overseas reinforcemeny, 
That polley was essentially the same as the Government had del 
Uberately chosen to adopt at the beginning of the war. t 

It was not a pollcy inspired by a wholehearted and forthrigh 
spirit but one motivated by an anxiety to keep the degree 
overseas military support within the limits of domestic politie 
expedience, It was a Umping and unsteady policy which gave 
illusion of adequacy only so long as the demands upon the Ca 
udian Army remained negligible or moderate. As Soon as th 
Army as a whole became engaged in its desperate and 
{asks this policy, of an Inevitable necessity, began to break dowy ; 
Indeed, only a few months after D-Day the gulf between losses, * 
and reinforcements began to widen alarmingly. 4 

But the condemnation that belongs to the Government con. 
sists not only of the divided purpose that led it to adopt such 
policy at the war's beginning. It is derived to an even grea 
degree from its determination to “maintain this policy even 
its insufficiency had been so vividly disclosed. And it was det 
mined to maintain this policy, not because it did not see 
pressing need but because it gave a superior consideration | 
political expedience. 

It was, however, 
for the Canadian pub 
Government happened to have 


"i 
, 


f 
f 
j 

$ 
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as unfortunate for itself, as it was fortun aie. 
lic and the Canadians overseas that the f 
as Defence Minister, Col. LLE 
Ralston, whose conscience could not accept the demands that the | 
Prime Minister made upon it. He called for a more responsible | a 
reinforcement policy, and,because he insisted on this demand, he 
was dropped from the cabinet. It was in order to administer and | 
maintain the original and failing policy that Gen. A. G. L. Mo 
Naughton was asked to take his place. He accepted the offer. 
This was the same Gen. McNaughton who was yesterday defeated 
in Grey North. ? 
5 + O > 
The fact that Gen. McNaughton was defeated in Grey North 
js all the more striking in view of the fact that in Grey North the 
Government was appealing not to its enemies but to its frien 
This seat was selected with a truly judicial care and caution. Im 
deed, though a number of other seats were vacant at the time, 
none of these was risked, and Grey North was made vacant by the} 
resignation of the Liberal member who held it. This was done it 
order to secure for Gen. McNaughton the most favorable auspices| 
for his entrance into public life. For Grey North had established 
itself as a Liberal stronghold by the consistent loyalty with which | 
it had returned the Liberal candidates in recent federal and pm 
vincial elections, ‘Zi 

But the Government had other apparent advantages. Ther} 
was the Prime Minister, who, with all the resources of his high} 
office and his own ingenuity, worked to influence the electors by 
appeals, tributes, clarifications, pleadings, and threats. Still fur), 
ther, there was the fact that the Progressive Conservative cad 
date was a man none too strong, who conducted his campäf 
none too well, | 

Nevertheless, with all the odds apparently in his favor, Ù 
Government candidate went down to defeat, and the Progressi 
Conservative candidate was returned mith majorities by bo 
the rural and urban voters of the constituency. Yet in sober fa 
the voters of Grey North could not have done otherwise; fott 
vote for McNaughton meant a vote for a reinforcement policy tht 
would be inhibited by the Government’s political sensitivities. 

.¢ > % ; 

It was the men overseas who won the election, though 
were divided from Grey North by oceans and a waste of $ 
They found a voice in the campaign when John Bracken cam 
tell the electors that the boys on the fighting fronts could 
understand why there had to be two armies, one to fight and 
other not to fight; nor why the Prime Minister had to be conti? 
ally pushed and prodded into a sense of his responsibilities tov 
them. Apparently the Grey North electors felt the same d 
culty. And that difficulty was inseparable from the person of 
candidate presented to them by the Prime Minister, 

Reduced to its fundamentals, the failure of the Gover 
in Grey North came from the temptation to which it succu 
—the temptation to extend into the matter of reinforcements © 
same methods of intricate political compromise which it had 
ployed with very considerable success in other affairs. om 
trouble arose from the way in which the electors became 
fronted with too clear a choice. 

For they had to choose between the discretionary hesi 
of the King Government and their own spontaneous di 
back up their sons to the limit. It was a choice between the‘ 
of appeal made from Ottawa by the Prime Minister and thé f 
of appeal made from overseas by their sons. The strain inv 
proved too great even for the tried and tested Liberal el 
Grey North. They voted for their own flesh and blood 1°" 
than for the political security of the Prime Minister. If 
is to blame, it is the Prime Minister, for it was he who p 
them with the choice. 

As for the Grey North boys overseas, and for all 

_ Canadian brothers-in-arms, they will learn that their a J 
heard and that it did not go unanswered. : 
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Vote Assessed by Press Across the Dominior 


——- @ 
Press comments on the Grey 


North result collected by the 
Canadian Press follow: 

Montreal Le Canada (Liberal): 
Mr. Garfield Case's success was 
astonishingly modest ... He had 
in his favor the enormous weight 
of prejudices and secular pas- 
sions . . . Gen, McNaughton con- 
dacted a clean battle as did Alr 
Marshal Godfrey, The votes that 
_, both men drew ... represent the 

| sanest elements of Ontario, those 
which are destined to cement na- 
Uonal unity in collaboration with 
all Canadians. 


Sherbrooke Record (Independ-* 


ent): One thing is clear — the 

at majority of the people of 
Enada are dissatisfied Win the 
man-power policies of the pres- 
a administration, which they 
eel fail to provide the support 
necessary for the men in the 
fighting line. The electors of 
Grey North have given a defin- 
ite warning to the Government 
that the present policy of main- 
taining a dual army is not satis- 
factory to the men in the field 
or the voters who spesk for 
them at home. The decision is a 
Gefinite vote of want of confid- 
ence in the Mackenzie King Gov- 
ernment .. . 


Sherbrooke La Tribune (Lib- 
eral): “Mr. Garfield Case's vic- 
tory in Grey North yesterday is 
far from being glorious. It is not 
glorious, because it is the victory 
of prejudice and smallness. The 
Quebec electors, as far as they 
are concerned, will not forget 
thet Messrs. Bracken and Case 
during the campaign have used 
Quebec as their war horse by 
stating more than once that our 
province during this war has re- 
ceived privileged treatment in 
regard to recruiting of the 
armed forces.” 


Toronto Globe and Mai! (Inde- 

endent): “Grey North has re- 
Pukea Defence Minister Mc- 
Naughton. From that rebuke 
rises a full-voiced condemnation 
of the reinforcement policy and 
its craftsman, Prime Mgnister 
King, who throughout the long 
tragedy of war has subjected 
this nation to humiliation and 
worse in the service of his par- 
tisan interests ,. . . Its real 
worth is the tremendous lift 
which rejection of the Aing-Mc- 
Naughton plan will carry to our 
fighting men now preparing for 
their crucial battle... .” 


Ottawa Citizen (Independent): 


“Failure of Mr. Case to win 
would have been interpreted as 
a conclusive defeat of the Pro- 
essive Conservative party. 
esterday’s by-election result 
| will doubtless have a rallying 
effect on the party's previously 
declining prospects in the gen- 
eral election. It is a distinct Pro- 
gressive Conservative gain.” 


London Free Press (Indepen- 
dent): “The plain facts are that 
the people of Ontario have been 
disturbed over developments of 
recent months — the crisis over 
reinforcements, the resignation 
of Col. Ralston, the appointment 
of General McNaughton . . - The 
compromise policy of partial 
conscription . . . This combina- 
tion of circumstances was re- 
sponsible more than anything 
else for the defeat of Gen, 
McNaughton.” 


Kingston Whig-Standard, (In- 
dependent): “Election of Gar- 
field Case . - - Can only be in- 
terpreted as rejection of Gen. 
McNaughton as Minister of 
Nationa) Defence and rojection 
of the Dominion Government's 
manpower policy as weil. The 
rejection Js, of course, the de- 
cision of only one riding, but it 
gathers weight from tho fact 
that in the last zereral election 
Grey North returned a Liberal 

. The electors of the Do- 


minion should be Riven an op- 


portunity to sustain or reverse 


the verdict of Grey North" 


Toronto Star, (Independent 
Liberal): “The phony con- 
scription issue has not only de- 
feated Gen, McNaughton, but 
has had the deplorable effect of 
leaving upon the minds of 
thousands of people with wen 
overseas a doubt as to whether 
their loved ones are being ‘des 
serted’ by Canada. They are not 
being deserted; and Gen. Me- 
Naughton, who was the chief 
creator of Canada’s army, would 
be the last to permit such a 


thing.” 


Toronto Telegram, (independ: 
ent: “For Mr, King the defeat 
in Grey North is notice that the 
time ìs running short for hls 
Government. ‘The by-election 
was held in a viding eliosen by 
the Government. . . . The Issue 
was the issue chosen by the Gov- 
ernment—the King-McNaughton 
reinforcement policy. . . . The 
result... Has been heard by 
the country with satisfaction 
and relief. Nowhere will the 
satisfaction be stronger than 
among our fighting men.” 


Owen Sound Sun-Times (In- 
dependent) “ . Citizens of 
Grey North have voiced their 
disapproval of the man-power 
policies of the Mackenzie King 

overnment—the campaign from 
the Progressive Conservative 
standpoint was directed against 
the reinforcement plans of the 
Minister of National Defence 
and of the Government .. . 
What the result would have been 
had the C.CF. refrained from 
placing a candidate in the field 
no one can gauge accurately. 
Even the most optimistic mêm- 
bers of the C.C.F. admit the 
party had actually suffered a 
serious reverse.” 


Windsor Star (Independent): 
“The defeat of Hon. A, G. L. 
McNaughton must be construed 
as a major setback for the Gov- 
ernment ... Mr. King has hinted 
that he would not attempt to 
carry on if his Minister of Na- 
tional Defence was denied a seat 
in the House. Gen. McNaughton’s 
defeat, however, will probably 
cause him to ponder before tak- 
ing the plunge into an appeal to 
the people throughout the Do- 
minion. He is in a poor position 
to make it, immediately after 
such a major reverse,” 


Maritime Views 


Saint John Telegraph-Journal 
(Independent)—In rejecting the 
bid of the Ministry of National 
Defence .. . for a seat in the 
House of Commons, the voters of 
North Grey expressed their dis- 
approval of the way the con- 
scription question has peen 
handled by the Mackenzie King 
Government, Other factors un- 
doubtedly influenced the out- 
come of the by-election in a 
minor ,way, but the issue which 
overshadowed all the rest was 
that of military man-power. 


Halifax Chronicle (Liberal)— 
The general election itself, in its 
final outcome, will be influenced 
in no small measure by the capa- 
city of the Government to put 
its own house in order and to 

lace jn the post of Minister of 
National Defence a man who en- 
joys the unqualified confidence 
of the entire country. The by- 
election has, in effect, decided 
exactly nothing, What jt has 
done k still further to obscure 
the political horizon in such a 
manner that nothing short of a 
general election can be expected 
to clear it effectively. 


Halifax Herald (Independent) 
—General McNaughton deserved 
to lose In Grey North, The 
Government deserved to lose 
there. But Jt Is not a matter 
for rejoicing to see this former 
commander of the Canadian 
Army in this war, this distin- 

ulshed soldier of the Great War 

umillated in a game for which 
he had slight aptitude and of 


whieh he has no understanding 
at all, The blame for this sorry | 
situation must. rest as much as 
upon the Government as opor 
General McNaughton )imeell. 


Monoton (N.B.) Dally 'Timos, 
(Progressive Conservative); "The 
resull m Grey North Is n clear 
indictment -ot the Mackenzle 
King Government's half-measure 
reinforcement polley, General 
McNaughton sought from the 
people there not only an en- 
dorsement for himself to Parlia- 
ment but for the ministerial 
policy Which he announced after 
assuming the national dofonco 
portfollo, Grey North was, In 
effect, a proving ground for that 
policy and Jt has failed jn the 
test, 


Charlottetown Guardian (Con- 
servative): “A far less astute 
man than Premier Mackenzle 
King should be able to read the 
handwriting on the wall as 
chalked up in yesterday's by- 
election in Grey North, The de- 
feat of Defence Minister Mc- 
Naughton by the Progressive 
Conservative candidate, Mr. 
Case, means the end of the road 
for the King Government... 
The verdict will be a sign, not 
only to the Government but to 
the men overseas of how their 
fellow citizens at home regard 
Mr. King’s administration.” 


Western Papers Comment 


Regina Leader-Post (Ind-Lib): 
“The defeat of Gen, McNaughton 
in Grey North, besides being. an 
emphatic setback for the Gov- 
ernment, brings the Prime Min- 
ister face to face with the deci- 
sion of whether or not to call an 
immediate general election. On 
the basis of his several pro- 
nouncements during the cam- 

aign it would seem that he feels 

pelled to do so.” 


Winnipeg Free Press (Ind- 
Lib): “The defeat of Gen. Mc- 
Naughton in Grey North makes 
an immediate gencral election in 
Canada desirable and inevitable 
.. . . The Progressive Conserva- 
tve party, by its campaign in 
North Grey, has raised a war 
issue throughout the country 
which must be met and settled 
.«.. The sooner the election is 
held, the sooner we shall have a 
nation united in purpose and 
in strength.” 


Saskatoon Star-Phoenix (Ind- 
Lib): “The result may be inter- 
preted to mean that a general 
election, so that any doubts 
about Parliament's mandate may 
be resolved, Is imperative. But 
the figures in this election can 
scarcely be viewed as a reliable 
gulde tc Ontario's voting as a 
whole.” 


Lethbridge Herald (Liberal): 
Canadians may prepare them- 
Selves for an early general clec- 
tion. That is the inference which 
may logically be drawn from the 
Progressive Conservative victory 
in Grey North, The repudiation 
of Gen. McNaughton will be inter- 
preted as repudiation of the 
Government, The surprise of 
the campaign was the or 
showing of the C.C.F. candidate. 


Calgary Albertan (Independ- 
ent): The result can only be 
taken as repudiation of the 
Prime Minister's conscription 
policy. General McNaughton car- 
ried on his campaign practically 
alone and was handicapped by 
being forced to divide his time 
between Ottawa and the election 
front... A galaxy of party stal- 
warts rallied to help the Pro- 

ressive Conservative and John 

racken, fresh from the war 
fronts, may have influenced the 
volers in his last-minute appear- 


a Calgary Herald (Independent) : 
Viewed from any standpoint the 
declsive defeat of Gen, McNaugh- 


ton is a major reverse for the 
Mackenzle King Government 
and also a stunning rebuke to 
the C.C.F, for opposing a can- 
didate and a policy which It had 


upported In Parllament a few 
supp The Progreasive | 
Conservatives have every reason 
t aan the election of 
elr candidate an 
the result as what Is likely 
many times In the next 
| election in Ontario, 


“Herald, (Inde- 
McNaughton 
aes placed himself and his 
olicies before the electors of 

North and has gone down 
efent . ..- The result will 
osltion. parties 
rable alarm in. 


months ago. 


Vancouver, News: 


and create cone! ar 
ment circ. e 

ovr erallons can outweigh 

the fact that the el 

Canada's 245 

e spoken against the party 

now Jn power. 


ectors of one 
constituencies 


a 


a 


T 


k 


The result: 


McNaughton, Liberal .... 


Gissolution of Parliament. 


felce Minister, Liberal, 


Marshal and C.C.F, candidate, 
= 1,289 Plurality 


“Case, Progressive Conservative ooo 


Mr. Case, whose camp fea- 
tured a challenge of the Govern- 
ments policies on fal con-| 


McNaughton Beaten by 1,239— 
C.C.F. Entry Third, With 3,136 Votes 


7,338 
6,089 


“Godfrey, Co-Operative Commonwealth Federation 3,136 


© OWEN SOUND, Feb, 6—(C.P.)—The Grey North Federal con- 
stituency Which became a national platform for stormy arguments 
over the Liberal Government's man-power policies, fell to the Pro- 
gressive Conservatives in yesterday's by-election, The result Immedl- 
aty opened new speculation over à Dominion general election and 


Garfield Gitse, 45-year-old insurance man and former mayor of 
Owen Sound, Scored a decisive victory for his Opposition party over 
Gen. A. G. L. McNaughton, De-Q 
and A. 
Earl Godfrey, retired Air Vice- 


Heres H ow 
Grey Voted 


OWEN SOUND, Feb. 6—(C.P,)— 
|Following is a recapitulation of 
yesterday's by-election vote in the 
1$ municipalities in Grey North 


scription and reinforcements for | È ae 
the Canadian Army overseas, had | ONStituency, 


a plurality of 1.239 over Gen. M~ kd 
Naughton and a margin of 4,202 9 
f ever Mr. Godfrey. The unofficial 2 
i totals: Case 7,838; McNaughton 6,- g È 
029; Godfrev 3,136. A & A 
Im the 1940 general election. E 3 S 
Grey North was won by W, P. Tel- | Â Ke 5 
tord. Liberal, whose ` resignation Owen Sound ... 3088 1917 2635 
begause of ill-health paved the |St. Vincent .... S72 55 291 
wey for the by-election. He won [Sydenham we 381 146 511 
ty pluralities of 1,767 and 5,104 in | Euphrasia . 437 116 259 
a “three-cornered contest. „The [Osprey .. 349 98 254 
vote then: Telford. 7, SSS; V. C. (Holand 492 7 296 
Porteous, National Government |Derby ae 295 179 264 
(Conservative), 5.771; Case, who | Collingwood 476 97 435 
then ran as a National Liberal-|Keppel .... 371 95 370 
Prosressive, 2,454. Sarawak «=a 192 50 103 
Mr. Case's success yesterday /Shallow Lake ... 67 30 44 
pomts up the possibility that he!Meaford .. - 667 222 463 
may not take his seat in Parlia-/Thornbury ..... 221 58 174 
ment. In Ottawa last night —- — — 
Fremier Mackenzie King in a Totals .....-. 7338 3136 6099 
sigstement said the result raised 


the question 


not any useful purpose 


election.” 
Case Doubtful 


known Mr. Case said: “I do not 

think the Prime Minister will go 

through with his threat to dissolve 

Parliament.” i 
High Opposition circles in the 

capital speculated on the probabil- 

ity of a general election in April 
or e2rly May. Mr, King has al- 
1ceċv said the call for a general 

Clection will came before April 17, 

when the life of the present par- 

Lament expires. 

z The result increased the Pro- 
’ gressive-Conservative standing in 
the House of Commons to 40 and 
Mr. Case became the only man 

. to defeat a Cabinet Minister in a 
by-election since the war began. 
In 1942, Hon. L. S. St. Laurent, 
Justice Minister and Hon. H. 
Mitchell, Labor Minister, both won 
Commons seats in by-elections. 

All three candidates broadcast 

statements to Grey North voters. 
Mr. Case described his victory as 
one for “my people and the boys 
overseas’ and not as a personal 
triumph. The Defence Minister 
said the “forces of Tory reaction 
have won the first skirmish in the 
great battle which must, now be 
joined” and added: “That battle 
is fo decide the future of Canada 
~foy a long time to come.” Mr, 
Godfrey thanked the voters for 
thelr support and C.C.F. party 
workers for thelr help. 

Gen. McNaughton twice held the 
lead in early returns bul when the 
results for 30 of the 127 polls be- 
came known, Mr. Case forged to 
the front and steadily Increased 
his margin, 

The rogressive Conservati 
candidate Jed in all but one of U 


13 i pae — 
tion was Sydenham lownshys raoriqoy — »9ay9 — 21010049 
we samf wag peiv4juaouo, 


ception 
Where 
ahead, 
Wins Owen Sound 
In Owen Sound itself the men 
ber-elect had 3,088 votes, the Di 
fence Minister, 2,637, and Mr. Go? 
= frev. 1.197. In the 1940 generd?? 


was 
Gen. cNaughton 


p? 


j } nok 490d 


; ọ 


Id 


“as to whether or 
can be 
served by having another session 
of- Parliament before a general 


But at a victory rally in nearby 
Meaford soon after the result was 


pys — mng sdo — UPPS 


— $914 NOISSIW vyiNyod11Y?2 


aS SVW3SY3AO,, 


k 240 lmang & ym 
7 giog èy) punose jsowje s} 


election Mr. Telford led.in eight 
divisions, Mr. Porteous in four and 
Mr, Case in one. 

Although the flood of campaign 
oratory left voters outwardly un- 
moved—speakers seldom were ap- 
Plauded until addresses were fin- 
ished—they showed keen interest 
in getting out to vote. Seventy 
per cent of the 23,000 listed voters 
went to the polls, many in rural 
areas walking or riding in cutters 
or sleighs over snow-clogged back 
concessions. The total vote of 
16,573 compared with 15,743 in the 
general election of 1940 and 17,750 
in the general election of 1935. 

John Bracken, National Con- 
servative leader, who entered the 
campaign in its closing stages after 
an overseas trip, said at Ottawa 
that the result was an indication 
that “decisions of military import- 
ance must be determined by mili- 
tary needs, not political expedi- 
ency.. 

M. J. Coldwell, C.C.F. leader, 
spoke in the campaten on behalf of 
Mr. Godfrey, calling for complete 
mobilization of industry and wealth 
as well as man-power. In a state- 
ment at Ottawa commenting on the 
result he sald the campaign pro- 
vided “new ground for our move- 
ment but in such contests the 
message and program of the C.C.F. 
has been brought to thousands of 
Canadians.” 

The Liberals, who had hoped for 
an acclamation for the Defence 
Minister, argued that he should 
have a seat in the House to steer 
defence department ‘estimates and 
answer questions. Progressive 
Conservatives replied that the war | 
effort and the flow of reinforce- 
ments would have to go on 
whether or not he was elected, 

Bracken Charges 
Mr. Bracken 
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said Jn n statement at Ot- 
tawn last night that the re- 
sult of yesterday s' Grey North 
by-election “rnises Immediately 
the question as to whether or 
nol any useful purpose can be 
served by having another aes- 
sion of Parliament before a 
general election.” 

In a 300-word statement 
menting on the election ot Gar- 
field ase, Progressive Con- 
sorvative, and the defeat of 
Hon, A. G, L, McNaughton, De- 
fence Minister, Mr, King sald: 

“As everyone is aware, I have 
all along sought to avold n gen- 
eral election while our men are 
fighting at the front. 

"The by-clectlon has, how- 
ever, ralsed the uestlon of 
whether by thelr attitude In the 
present campagn, the parties 
which have offered opposition to 
the Government In the by-election 
Nave not erented and: fostered 
the very circumstances which 
make n general election Jnevit- 
ablo and this at what may well 
prove to be the most critical of 
all states of the war. 

“To thls_aspect of the situa- 
tlon, the Government will give 
immediate and close attention.” 

Mr. King sald it was obvious 
from the outset that General 
McNaughton could not give his 
full attention to a political cam- 
paign and at the same time dis- 
charge his duties as Minister of 
National Defence, The returns 
made it apparent, he added, that 
had General McNaughton’s time 
in the constituency not been so 
limited he would have been 
elected. 

Toxt of Statement 
Text of Mr. King’s statement 


coni- 


follows: . 
The result of the by-election 
in Grey ‘North raises im- 


mediately the question as to 
whether or not any useful pur- 
pose can be served by, having 
another session of Parliament 
before a general election. The 
purpose of the by-election was 
solely to make possible the 
presence of the Minister of Na- 
tional Defence in the House of 
Commons at another session, 
Since the session would necessar- 
ily be concerned with war 
measures, the presence of the 
minister in the House would be 
absolutely essential. 

The constituency of Grey 
North was opened by the Gov- 
ernment in the expectation that, 
in the circumstances, no opposi- 
tion would be offered to the 
Minister and a subsequent ses- 
sion of Parliament before a 
general election would thereby 
be assured. 

It was obvious from the outset 
that the Minister of National De- 
fence could not give his full at- 
tention to a political campaign 
and, at the same time, discharge 
his heavy war-time responsiblli- 
ties, The returns make it appar- 
ent that had Gen, McNaughton's 
time in the constituency not 
been so limited, he could have 
been elected. 


PREMIER MACKENZIE KING 


f 


W, Garfield Case 
M.P.-clect 
enin 
The returns also make clear 
that one cause of the success of 
the Progressive - Conservative 
candidate was the splitting of 
the vote of those who are op- 

posed to reactionary forces. 

As everyone is aware, I have 
all along sought to avoid a gen- 
eral election while our men are 
fighting at the front. 

The by-election has, however, 
raised the question whether by 
their attitudes in the _present 
campaign, the parties which have 
offered opposition to the Govern- 
ment in the by-election have not 
created and fostered the very 
circumstances which make a 
general election inevitable, and 
this at what may well prove to 
be the most critical of all stages 
of the war. 

To this aspect of the situation, 
the Government will give im-- 
mediate and close attention. 


Not Personal, Says Case 


GARFIELD Case, winner in 
the Grey North by-election 
at Owen Sound last night said 
after the results were known 
that he did not look upon the 
victory as a personal one, but 
rather as one for “my people... 
and the boys overseas.” , 

“With this mandate, may I as- 
Sure you that I will go forward, 
not In any sense to represent 
only those who have supported 
me, but each and every citizen 
in this riding and I hope you 
consider me your répresenta- 
tive In its broadest sense,” said 
Mr. Case. 

He sald he wished to congra- 
tulate his opponents—Defence 
Minister McNaughton, Govern- 
ment candidate, and Air Vice 
Marshal A. E. Godfrey, C.C.F. 
candidate—for the clean way in 
which the campaign was fought. 

He thanked those who ad 


helped him during the campaign 
and expressed the hope that Fe 
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“That battle is to deg 
future of Canada for a In 
to come. It is to decide 
our young men and wo 
have a proper opportu: 
grow up in freedom ot 
science, of faith and of 
sion — to live their lives 
pines and abundang, 
whether they are to come 
the bondage of a complete, 
scrupulous dictatorship 
masqueradtes under the 
front of a progressive |; 
“We have fought this 
campaign. We have bes 
and right in everything w 


done, 
To Examine Results 
“We do not yet know ù 
reasons for today’s resy 
you may be sure that the 
be, guarded against in fey 
“We have had a lesson 
are awake and more di 
that ever that in the fin 
we will win through. | | 
“I thank all the work 
the cause most sincerely fy 
great support they have | 
me. 
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“I regret that duties at 
Dept. of National Defence 
kept me away from them 
many days, I ask that'd] 
friends be of good cow 
the future. I ask thal 
pars on. ‘ 

“For myself I have give 
loyalty and devotion tó 
‘Prime Minister, I have 
yself to the great cau 
which the Liberal party) 
will fight to the end and 
nd our cause will triumph 


Bracken Confident 


| OHN BRACKEN, Progi 
Conservative national”! 
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A NATION'S HEALTH 


IS 


A NATION'S WEALTH 


GREY NORTH ELECTION 


pes result of the by-election in Grey 

North, the return of W. Garfield Case, 
the Progressive Conservative candidate, by 
1,239 votes over General A. G. L. Mc- 
Naughton, is to be regretted for, two 
reasons: one, that it is a snub to Canada’s 
most distinguished soldier, and the other 
that the electorate allowed themselves to be 
influenced in the wrong direction by the mis- 
leading statements made, and the bitterly 
unfair personal campaign carried on. by. the 
Opposition candidates. 

Incidentally, the electors’ of Grey North 
administered a severe rebuff to the C.C.F., 
whose candidate lost his deposit. 

So far as the actual outcome is concerned, 
it does not affect General McNaughton’s 
position as Minister of Defence, nor does it 
secure the victor in this by-election a seat in 
the new Parliament, because the whole thing 
will have to be fought over again. Premier 
King made it abundantly clear well ahead of 
time that he did not regard, and that he 
hoped the electorate of Grey North would 


not regard, this by-election as an ordinary 
political contest, but it is clear that the 
electors have preferred to be swayed by wild 
charges and reckless generalizations rather 
than take a calm and reasoned ‘attitude to- 
wards the issue. 

General McNaughton fought a courageous 
campaign. Mr. Bracken’s allegation as to the 
behaviour of conscripted men en route to the 
front from Canada was picked up boldly by 
General McNaughton, who showed that it 
was based on one solitary instance, This, 
however, did not prevent the most sensational 
stories being sent from Canada to American 
papers, and there printed with scare head- 
lines, which undoubtedly did a grave injustice 
to this country’s war effort. Just what an 
effect this sensationalism did have outside the 
country was illustrated yesterday in Wash- 
ington when Senator Burton K. Wheeler 
claimed that between sixteen and eighteen 
thousand Canadian soldiers had thrown away 


their weapons! 4 
Whatever the general election brings forth 


it is to be hoped that it will be frec from | 


onalism of this kind, for: it is, 
more often than not, the original charge 
- yatber than the correct statement of fact 


| which makes the more lästing impression 


( New York Hert Tribune) 
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position, Considering the candidate 
and the Issue, it needed a, very | hom 
definlle popular reactlon, and that 
thls was forthcoming is as obvious 
as Jt Is significant, The King Gov- 
ernment has been beaten on Its own 
carefully selected ground. 

‘And not by antl-conscriptionist 
sentiment, of which Quebec is the 
hotbed, but by its opposite. Gar- 


position than Miss Lewis to pass 
upon it, Even the Prime Minister 
and General McNaughton do not ap- 
pear to be able to pass upon the 
matter with any finality. Mr. Ea i 
has made no comment at all, and- 
General McNaughton has qualified 
his statement about only one rifle 


issue of your paper, you deal at 
some length with the $1,000,000 of- 
fering of security bonds by the 
CC.F, Government of Saskatche- 
wan. 

At the close of this editorial you 
stale and I quote: “And the people 
of Saskatchewan appear a trifle 
hesitant about parting with their 
savings for a socialist dream, 
especially when the interest of- 
fered is 50 to 100 per cent. less than 
that on comparable. provincial 
bonds of more assured security.” 

Presumably this calculation is an 
error, which I think should be 
brought to the attention of your 
readers in fairness to the Saskat- 
chewan Government. 


ARTHUR POND. 
Montreal, February 6. 


being thrown overboard with such 


phrases as “thus far reported,” and 
“as far as can be ascertained.” 

In the publication of the report 
referred to by Miss Lewis, the 
only truth The Gazette or any 
other newspaper was called upon 
to determine was whether or not 
the statement had in fact been’ 
made, by a man in the prominent 
and responsible politica sition 
of Mr. Bracken. As to this, no 
question has thus far been raised. 
Similarly there was no question 
as to an answer having been made 
by General McNaughton, and it 
was given comparable prominence - 
and space in The Gazette's news, 
columns, } 


It is not the function of a news- 
aper to Suppress news reports 
rom responsible, reputable sources 
entitled to a hearing, merely be- 
more assured security was greater | cause the editors do not agree with 
than that offered on the “industrial | or question the truth of the argu- 
development bonds” by 50 to 100] ments, representations and allega- 
per cent. The lagging industrial] tions made. ‘The day when 
issue is proposed to pay only 3 per|newspapers begin to shut off) 
cent, while outstanding Saskatche-| the publication of democratic ex- | 
wan bonds (both direct and guar- | pressions of belief from political] — 
anteed) for the most part carry in- | spokesmen will mark the end of a} — 
terest rates, ranging Tom 4% to 6| free press. | 
per cent. Even e few issues As to Miss Lewis’ complaint of 

floated during the “cheap money"| “giving Canada a black eye,” what 

pon of me past couple of years | does she think this country has 

pay 3% and 3% per cent, been given by the worldwide pub- | 
licity accorded to the Government's 

reluctant and inadequate reinforce- 
ment policy, and to its tolerance of 
disorders, resistance and open de- 
fiance of even partial conscription 
for overseas? oe 


Editor's Note: Mr. Pond’s point 
is well taken, The reference would 
have been clearer and more ac- 
curate if it had said that interest 
on outstanding provincial bonds of 


Protests Bracken Charges 


Sir—From your printing of Mr. 
Bracken’s speech, in which he 
charged that soldiers going over- 
seas had thrown their rifles over- 
board, it would seem that you are 
willing to print anything that is 
said, regardless of whether it is the 
truth or not, and in this case, 
something detrimental to our sol- 

ers. 


As you doubtless know, only one 
man threw his rifle over aa but 
what will people think when Mr. 
Bracken's speech is ublished 
throughout the United States and 
elsewhere? It certainly gives Ca- 
nada a black eye, but perhaps The 
Gazette doesn't care what other 
countries think of us, 


I feel personally that an apolo, 
is due these soldiers whoo have 
been slandered for the sake of 
politics and to Canadians as a 
whole. We want to build a de- 
cent world and we need the help 


of our newspapers such ‘hi 
Gazette to record the truth aaa 
Ive constructive reading matter. 
on’t you help us in this way? 
GWYNETH f 
Montreal, February §, LEWIS 


Editor's Note: As far 
or otherwise of Mite eee 
charge is concerned, The Gazette 
was not and js not in any better 
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Eight Seats Won 


While they won eight seats for-| | Parliament when it met } 
omeriy held by Liberals, the Gov-| 


posing groups as follows: 


fives lost York South to 
CF. 


The C.C.F., in addition to taking 
alki and Humboldt from the 
and York South from the 
atives, held Winnipeg 


g. 
eld by Liberals, two by the Bloc 
Populaire (Liberals w. crossed 
the floor since the general elec- 
tion) and one by the C.C.F. (Wey- 
burn, where T. C. Douglas re- 
and later was elected Pre- 
of Saskatchewan), 
jer King has made 15 a 
pointments to nate since the 
general mio the Sens held five e feel that it is worth the 
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years ago. The present standing in | | price,” the paper said, 


ihe 96 member 


nate Js: Liberals Gen. McNaughton’s defeat, it 
_ |48, Progressive Conservatives 32, 
_)Wacancles 16. 


from he people put an end 
festerig situation.” 


a|Government's position has 
=|Shaken and announcement of the 

date on which it will appeal to the 
country cannot be postponed for 


critical time, “nevertheless, if it 
should help to clear the air of af- 
poisonous controversy they will 


sald, “is considered a sharp rebuke 
to Premier Mackenzie King's com- 

promise conscription policy, The 
pera g ng Government has been beaten 
on. jts own carefully-selected 
ground.” Describing the Dominion 
as ‘badJy divided” on the question 
of cnscription foroverseas service, 
the ditorlal concluded: “Far bet- 
ter hat a clean-cut mandate 


and 


of 


commented 
purpose 
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All London newspapers deseribed 
the by-election in, lengthy dis- 


NEW YORK, Feb. 7—(C-P.) — 
|The New York Herald Tribune 
| said in an editorial today that the 

A. G. L c- |' 
Naughton in Monday's Grey North 
by-election “would seem clearly to 
indicate a general election In the 


While Premier Mackenzie King 
and robably “Canadians as a 
whole" do not welcome the pros- 
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v3 Deh Ela 
1,100 Soldiers in M.D. 4 
Now Hunted as Deserters 


Several Hundred Dealt With 
So Far for Overstaying Leave 


THE machinery of standing courts martial in the Montreal 

military district, geared to deal in summary fashion with 
minor offences, particularly with absentees, is now beginning to 
work at high pressure as ‘a result of the army absentees now 
being apprehended or returning voluntarily to military control. 

M.D. No. 4 was the first to inaugurate this practice of 
summary jurisdiction which, during the quarter ended December 4 
31, dealt with more than 100€ All dntommation that can be 


cases of men who had over- given out must come from the 
stayed their leave to a con- Public Relations office of M.D. No. 


: ilitary authorities say, but the 
siderable extent. imi P.R.O.'s report there is 
The military authorities, who nothing for publication. . g 
refuse ‘all information on the sub- The belief is widely held in mili- 


ject, are now dealing with about tary circles, that the overwhelm- 
men from different units who ing proportion of the deserters are 


8t Christmas, and will be hard put not believed that any of the M.D. 
te it to deal with these men ex- 4 men took their rifles on leave 
Teditiously so they may be sent with them, as did those from MD. 
overseas with a minimum loss of 5 (Quebec), In the latter csse the 
time, “There still remains so far) gesertér situation has been compli- ia 
as M.D. 4 js concerned, the prob-| cated by reason of the men being M 
lem of rounding up the balance of| armed. 


1,100 who are now classed as de- Hand Grenades Found 
serters, | Troops stationed in the M.D, 4 
Renaud Won't Comment area, however, had been found 


some time ago to have possessed 
themselves of hand pos 
which were found in thelr equip- 
ment. Whether they were merely 


Major-Gen, E. J. Renaud, C.B., 
CBE, ED., district officer com- 
manding, is adamant in his refusal 
te make any official statement on 
the local "deserter" situation, and| training grenades or live ones 
nelther the Canadian Provost| military authorities will not say. 
Corps, whose duty It is to ap- There have been losses of am- 
prehend men absent from their munition from probably more than 
units without permission, nor the} one training centre in the district, 
-C.M.P, which is reportedly as-| involving, it js believed, service 
sisting them in the roundin up of]. rifle ammunition as wel 
rmy men who may have changed] centre ammunition, It 
isto mufti, Js communicative, established that a considerable 
amount of damage has been in- 
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MWAAUGHTON’S CHANGED DEVOTION. 


oe ta may have been regarding the 
sty n. A.G. L. McNaughton for the 


post of Defence Minister have been effectively re- 
moval pol only by his defeat in the selected con- 
sium of Grey North but by the manner in 
whith be conducted himself when the fact of hi 
west became evident to him. : 
aoe vehemence which character- 

à aughton both as Defence Minister 
æsa parliamentary candidate appeared at this 
= of icteat with a striking narrowness. In 
Political history of this country most candi- 
even when defeated, have been able to 


at > 
aut aa ia and of 
ee will. Gen. McNaughton, 
m 5 it necessary to release his indig- 
- čisappointment in these words: “I am apol- 
= is nobody and congratulating nobody.” 
¥ this were all that he said, it might be 
a] as something unpleasantly ludicrous. 
Gan. McNaughton went on to make a state- 
= of considerable length. It might be expect- 
© that this statement would express his regret 
St bis devoted intentions with regard to the 
ms overseas had not received a greater recog- 
a and that it might end with an expression 
d bi resolution to see that the reinforcements 
== Gspatched with the speed and in the number 
Met the needs demand. Yet in this statement of 
==y7 words, there is not so much as one word 
t= refers to the war, to the soldiers fighting that 
wx, or to the reinforcements that those soldiers 
©@reently require. 

Afier attributing his defeat to “the forces of 
Tey reaction,” he went on to declare his own 
Feitical allegiance. “For myself,” he confessed, “T, 
bzvz given my loyalty and devotion to the Prime 
Meister. I have dedicated myself to the great 
œ= for which the Liberal party stands. I will 
Ssht to the end and in the end our cause will 
ramph.” . 
Yet Gen. McNaughton said nothing that would 
Rikcte that the great cause for which the Liberal 
lary stands is the cause of backing up the Can- 
ans fighting overseas, nor that the triumph of 
‘Gs great cause will mean the adequate flow of 
mforcements overseas. On the contrary, his 
ts seemed to be directed to that new post-war 
wld in which the need for reinforcements shall 
passed away. 

He declared his ideas in these words: 


That battle (i.e. the battle with the “Tory 
Teactionaries”) is to decide the future of 
Canada for a long time to come. It is to de- 
Gde whether our young men and women will 

ve a proper opportunity to grow up in 
freedom of conscience, of faith and of ex- 
Pression—to live their lives in happiness and 
abundance or whether they are to come 
under the bondage of a completely unscrupul- 
cus dictatorship which masquerades under the 
false front of a progressive label. 
to contrast this disclosure 
th the claim of wholly 
panied his first ap- 
as in quite a 


It is very interesting | 
of political interests wi 
military interests which accom 
Pearances as Defence Minister. It w 
diferent vein that he spo. 
the Ottawa Command of the 

vember 6: 


ke of his purposes before 
Canadian Legion on 


a) 


broke up without any  annotince- have hnd no 
ment on a decision on the political | shift the 
uvestions left hanging In the alr by] Jt Is accep 
the Grey North byelection result, 


that Prime Minister Mackenzie} Loan officia 


King is not rushing a decision, to have to shift the d 
which now puts the probable date campalsn because 
of the general election off to the | yoors the loons h 


middle or ond of April at the aarli-| come ever six mi 
[s which placed] the sale o lonns to employees on 


est, Earlier forecas 
the latest probable date at the end | the Installment 


of June still sland, however, one pane. ahs een pald 
employ u. 
As 60 days must elapse between ry Pi With a Medics 


the announcement of an election 
and voting day, the earliest 08- atthe See inteay 
sibie ER general election the fall called for an objective of 
me Ganedinn Press was inform- $1,300,000,000 and a,tolel of psn 
ed that Mr, King will make | no oat as eee ernment One 
statement on political matters dur- ey requirements are still running 
gh and will continue so even if 
There was a large attendance of| the war in Europe ends the objec- 
ministers at the cabinet meeting | tive for the spring loan wil be 
which lasted nearly three hours) boosted to a new high, perhaps $1,- 


ing the remainder of this week. 


and it was generally assumed some | 500.000.000. 


time was devoted to discussion of| The last loan produced $756,000,- 
the political situation, although | 000 from individual 
there was an accumulation of reg- | These are the sales to which the 
ular governmental business to be| Finance Department attaches great- 
handled. est importance and loan officials 

In the offices of the National War | are confident they can better that 
Finance Committee preparations ' mark in the next loan. 


However, it 1s not of post-war problems 
that I would talk to you tonight. We have 


yet to bring this titanic struggle, in which we 


are now engaged, to a satisfactory conclusion 
and meanwhile we must concentrate our full 
attention on what is required to support our 
forces in the field in the battles they must yet 
fight before we pass this last hard stretch. 


Indeed, in his first appearance as the Govern- 
ment candidate in Grey North, Gen. McNaughton 
described how he had accepted the office of De- 
fence Minister with one purpose and with only 
one. And this purpose was to support the troops 
overseas in what he believed to be the most ef- 
fective manner. He had decided, he said, that he 
was not cut out for public life and had practically 
committed himself to another line -of endeavor 
when the Prime Minister had asked his opinion of 
the best method of securing overseas reinforce- 
ments. He had replied that he thought the volun- 
tary method was the best. According to Gen. 
McNaughton, Mr. King then said: “I think it is a 
duty to the state that when you give advice you 
should be prepared to carry it out regardless of 
the consequences.” 

On this high plane of wartime service, lifted 
far above considerations political, the position of 
Defence Minister was offered and accepted, and 
the General entered public life. 

Such was the picture that Gen. McNaughton 
presented. He then claimed to stand as an austere 
military figure, a man drawn unwillingly into 
public life by the promptings of military duty. But 
what has now become of that “full attention” 
which he declared must be concentrated “to sup- 
port our forces in the field in the battles they 
must fight?” In the hour of his defeat his thoughts 
were not with the forces in the field but with the 
Prime Minister and the Liberal Party—the con- 
siderably different objects to which he now 
declares he is dedicated and which claim his 
loyalty and devotion, and for which he will fight 
to the end. 

There were always many who suspected that 
Gen. McNaughton was a political figure, devoted 
to the carrying out of an essentially political 
policy. They always had their suspicions, but 
they hardly expected to have such a confession, ‘ 
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King Seen Not Rushing Election; 
Cabinet Leaves Questions Vague 


Ottawa, February 0 —  —The| are golng forward for a 
cabinet held Its longest meeting of | Victory Loan with 
the week today, but the ministers opening at the end of April. They 


date of the loan, althot 
ted thal a loan campalee 
and an election campa 


All iitications pointed to the fact | not Bo well together. 
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I Political, Military Speculation 
i Follows Reinforcement 


f 
|? 


Statement ree 


Ottawa, February 12 — @ — A 
@atement today by Defence Min- 
ster McNaughton that further re- 
mforcements have arrived overseas 
msuring backing for army opera- 
jons for several months set off 
nilitary and political speculation 
vere tonight. __ 

Saying Canadians now were join- 
ed in an offensive which might be 
the opening phase of one of the 
world’s most “critical and decisive 
battles,” Gen. McNaughton added he 
had received word “of the safe am 
rival overseas of further reinforce- 
ment contingents and I can now 
state that we have behind our 
army in northwestern Europe ade- 
quate reinforcements to make the 
replacements anticipated to be re- 
quired in the present operations,” 

In military circles it was specala- | 
ted the statement on the orce- | 
ment situation might mean the full |S 

of 16,000 hame defence troops 
made available for overseas service 
through the covernment’s conscrip- 
tion program now have left Canada. 

And an amplification by Gen. 
BicNanghton that overseas forces 
will be augmented by the oontinu- 

dispatch of other troops now 
in the traming stream. military 
circles said, might mean that all in- 
fantry potential entering the army 
is destined for subsequent overseas 
service—if the war in Europe lasts 
until autumn. 

In this connection two factors 
must be considered—it takes be- 
tween six eight months to pro- 
‘duce a fully-trained infantryman 
and it is understood no final plans 
have been made for army partici- 
pation in Pecific campaigns. 

NO ELABORATION. 
Gen. McNaughton’s reference to 


UP WITH HIM 
- OR ELSE /! 


future reinforcement plans did not | 11 
specify genera] service or home de- | 1) 
fence dreftees or both and a de- vice ranks and how many draftees h 
fence headquarters spokesman de- and general service personnel or 
clined to elaborate. other categories had þeen re- Ji 
However, it was noted the state- mustered to the infantry training } 
\ ment was made after Ross Mac- stream—only branch of the service $ 
t donald, Liberal member of Par- ' where a manpower shortago de- dt 
lizment for Brantford, Ont., told a v'loped. E 
po ay. Saturday the 16,000 The 16,000 draftee reinforcements 7 
had been sent overseas and provided under the November ji 
fhe rest of the trainees—he made order-in-council was part of a to- | 
no distinction between draftees and tal draftee strength at that time ig 
general servicemen—would be sent of some 59,000 men of which 42,000 5 h 
ever as soon as they have been were said by Prime Minister Mac- cure in their knowledge of the full 
trained kenzie King to be suitable for in- support of the people of Canada) h 
Gen. McNaughton had reiterated fantry reinforcements. At the in their great undertaking. b; 
in Grey North campan speeches same time he said that only 8,009 The Department of National De- ali 
several times that he intended to were sufficiently, trained for com- fence has received word of the safe ay, 
use draftees whenever it was ne- bat service. arrival overseas of further rein- tt 


cessary to make up deficiencies in 
future overseas E 

Politica] speculation was touch- 
ed off by Gen. McNaughton’s de- 


claration that now the battle was 
joined in Germany there should be 
complete concentration on the big 
military tasks ahead with no time 
for “any distractions, however im- 
tant they may seem to be,” 
Some circles saw in this a possible 
hint that either there would be no 
\immediate general election or no 
closing session of Parliament or 
both. 
There were no clues in the stale- 


On January 20 Gen, McNaughton 
announced iat the first 8,300 home 
troops had arrived in Britain. He 
also disclosed that 6,300 draftees 
had gone absent without leave and 
since then this figure has been an- 
nounced as aving been reduced 
to around 4,000. ther figures to 
be taken into consideration in any 
reinforcement calculations are the 
1 onthly 5,000 quota calied by 
Selective Service and another un- 
specified number of men who vol- 
unteer. ` 
All troops—home defence and 
general service—receive the same 


j 


forcement contingents and 1 can now 
state that we have behind our 
army in Northwestern Europe ade- 
quate reinforcements to make the 
replacements anticipated to be re- 
quired in the present operations. 
We have substantial further rein- 
forcements in the United Kingdom 


to meet continuing operations over | 


the next several months. These 
will be augmented by the continu- 
ing dispatch of further numbers 
now in training in the training 
centres in Canada. á 

Accusations have been made by 
a section of the press that I have 


There have been careless state- 
ments made in this country by men 
who ought to know better than to 
bring despondency to Canadian 
homes and comfort to the enemy by 
irresponsible assertions. 

Since taking office last November 
and as our plans and programs de- 
veloped, there have been many 
times when I have wanted to give 
information to the people of Čan- 
ada and to our army overseas to 
offset these careless, dangerous 
statements and in order to carry 
, reassurance, 

Many times I 


eh tat Pet tm 


have refrainea 


m ee 


| ment a training courses which in the case used the power of censorship to from doing so because I reali f 
p answer many questions infantry usually consists of| suppress news they would ha that the safely of troops would be || 
ew weeks und no information three months basic training, two or liked to publish, It is true that re- compromised.. I have always be- || 1 


three months advance training and 
additional, weeks of training while 
cn embarkation draft. 

Without official confirmation, it 
was learned military selection 
boards are slotting all call-up men 
and most volunteers who are of a 
suitable medical category to the 
vile lower category draf- 
tees will continue to be fed to home 
e lishments, filling spots which 
would otherwise have to be filled 
by higher category overseas poten- 
thl. With the danger of enemy 
action on Canada's coasts lessening 
as the decisive stage of the war is 
being reached there have been cur- 
tailments in home, defence groups. 
This general curtailment is said to 
linerease the army's mampower re: 


xt of Gen. McNaughton’s state- 


ment follows: 
Canadi: 


k hich have arisen during the last of 


was periicomlng. from Defence 

uarters, ere was no in- 
formation on how many draftees 
now were actually overseas, how 


quests were made to the censors 
to prevent the publication of infor- 
mation concerning troop move- 
ments and incidents related there- 
to; but this was only until we could 
be certain that these took move- 
ments had been successfully com- 
pleted without interference by the 
enemy. 

These 


requests to the censors 


were made for the sole purpose of |‘ 


rotecting our men in transit ana 
n military operations, The release 
on Saturday of news dispatches 
telling of the sinking of one Cana- 
dian warship and tive other ships 
off Nova Scotia during recent 
months is proof conclusive of the 
necessity of requests made at that 
time; if, indeed, proof were neces- 

y, 


2 eres 


ae oe 


lieved that the safety of our troops || 
transcends all other considerations, 

The battle joined on German soil 
last week may influence the whole 
course of history for generations to 
come, While this battle lasts, the at- 
tention of all Canadians should be 
concentrated on the military tasks 
ahead. Any distractions from this | 
single objective, however import. _ 
ant they may seem to be, must be! 
foregone In the interests of the 
army, of Canada and of all we 
stand for and hope to stand for in 
the world, 
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McNaughton Replacement 
Demanded by Bracken . 
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r OTTAWA, Feb. 14 — (C.P.) — overseas, and in respect for the 

woe, Le King in duty Jobn Bracken, National Progres-| judgment that has been passed; i 
Tee K | Conservative leader, called in there is but one course which Mre 
wee 9 kes Waited for a / sive Cons ve ' King properly should follow. lt 


R 
P 
a 
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B 


FEY 
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H 


“announcement a statement last night’ for the|is to replace the Defence Minister 
Minister's resigna- “immediate” replacement of Hon.| immediately and oring to the of- 
Sement by a man A. G. L. McNaughton, Defence | fice a man whose policy will com- 


i 


onfidence at mand the confidence of our fight- 


Minister, “in the interest of the]; f 
prem te Ft read ae pao men overseas” and “in respect ol ing inen apa the people at homo 
t rehashed e e the jud ment» passed by the yot i 
andi vs in the Grey Nor y-clection f . - 
2s byeection or, Bracken * said that after Ottawa Silent 


Minister says that 
= ncw joined 
tich may be the 


me of the world's 
æi decisive battles.’ 


Gen. McNaughton’s defeat at Grey! OTTAWA, Feb, 14— (Star Spe- 
North he had expected an an-| cial by Staff Correspondent) = 
nouncement of the general's resig- Signs were lacking here today: of 
nation but, instead had read with|any reaction by Premier Kinz to 
“surprise and disappointment” a] the demand of John Bracken, Pro- 
statement yesterday in which Gen. | gressive Conservative leader, that 


iy 


Cites gi have been McNaught d` the Canadi 
ghton sai ie Canadian |Gen. McNaughton be 
ims a oF} ve since Army now had sufficient rein-| forthwith as AENA RAA 
sly teir Teinforcement, forcements overseas to meet con-| Defence; 
of Con of reinforcing them Unuing operations over several] There appears to be no reason 
They re the electors months. whatever to anticipate any such 


“The Defence Minister says that replacement or in the light of ine 
Canadian soldiers are now joined|qujry even a statement in that 
in an offensive wish may bo ths connection, 
opening phase of one o e he sonly comment in a 
method by operate most critical and declsive|ment quarters Was haat one 
ements are ob- ¥ hattles,” said Mr. Bracken. “The|Bracken's statement js “just an- , 
wg i MeNaughton | fact is that they have heen joined |other bit of politica] manoevring”, È 


= 
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Which has caus- jn such an offensive since Jast| Arrangements ere bei 
gts overseas, and June, and thelr reinforcement, and |a convention In QUA pele ene 
Sy to thousands | the method of reinforcing lhen:|Gen, McNaughton is expected to 
Suc! 


LA 


were the Issues before the eleclors}be the nominee of the Liberal 


h a sense of of Grey North, party. 
i ai between the men “There is one important thing to ——_— 
ot draftees at home, remember. It Is that the .ssue is MT Tre 
msy different groups not. merely the number of rein- ý 
RU S ves tbat we forcements, but the method by . 
eae le harvest from which those reinforcements are 
taken psy, the rest of our obtained, The King-McNaughton 


method Ís the one which has caus- 
ed great bitterness overseas, and 
has brought anguish to thousands 
of Canadian homes," 

Mr. Bracken said. the Prime 


Ps, mating ground has Minister chose Grey North as a ' 
imp, NEQU iVocal re- “testing ground for the King- 
m Be fest of the men McNaughton policy of a Jimited 
i \ espect for the draft," and from that testing $ 
tS been passed, ground came a “clear and un- prad pe 
SSurse which Mr. equivocal re ly. a mu 
ould fallow. “In the Interest of the m 


en rans see 


Macdonald, McNaughton Claims 


At Odds on U-boats in Atlantic 


Ottawa Eyebrows Raised When Naval Minister Flatly 
Contradicts Colleague’s Election Statement on 
Rate of Convoy Sinkings 


By F. C. MEARS 
(Gazette Resident Correspondent.) 


Ottawa, February 14—Flat con- 
tradiction by Navel Minister Angus 
Macdonald of the assertion by nis 
cabinet colleague, Defence Minister 
A G. L. McNaughton. in the recent 
North Grey byelection campaign 
that ships were torpedoed by U- 
boats every day in the Atlantic, has 
. arched the brows of official Ottawa. 


Gen. McNaughton was finding the 
going herd in North Grey. and in 
an attempt to fend straight thrusts 
lat his military manpower policy, 
and his own somersault on conscrip- 
tion, he sought to quiet his critics 
by emphasizing the difficulties con- 
fronting the prime minister and 
himself in getting men across the 
ocean. dea 

While the defence minister's as- 
serion about daily U-boat successes 
| went unchallenged in the by-elec- 
|tion fight, it received prom t de- 
nial from his colleague. Naval Min- 
ister Macdonald, when the latter 
returned from the United Kingdom 
where he had been in almost daily 
contact with British naval authori- 
ties. 

One reporter at a press confer- 
ence here reminded . Macdonald: 
“In the recent byelection campaign 
the statement was made that the 
North Atlantic was alive with sub- 
marines and that ships were being 
| orperioed day by day.” 

‘ne naval minister commented 
that there had been a considerable 
increase in U-boat activity, but 
even this was in no way compar- 
able with that of six months ago 
or with the earlier years of the 
war. 

Then the naval minister was 
pressed for a more definite or di- 
direct contradiction of Gen. Mc- 
Naughton’s statement. 

“Are ships being sunk day by 
day?" Mr. Macdonald was asked. 

“No, certainly not,” was the blunt 
reply of the naval minister, 

urther as a contrast to some of 
the defence minister's statements 


1 


in North Grey, Mr. Macdonald said 
in his press conference here that 
sniping. losses from U-boat activ- 
ity ın December last and January 
this year were considerably less 
than in the earlier months of 1944. 
_ Point is added to the naval min- 
ister’s unqualified contradiction of 
election statements of Gen. Mc- 
Naughton by the fact that Mr. Mac- 
donald is not only now the gen- 
eral's full-fledged defence colleague 
in the cabinet, but it is no secret 
that the naval minister was one of 
the now famous six ministers who 
caused the prime minister's volte. 
face on conscription and. after Gen. 
McNaughton had been engaged by 
Premier King to displace Col. J, 
L. Ralston, an old and intimate 
friend of Mr. Macdonald, as de- 
fence minister. 

It is this circumstance that prob- 
ably has caused a bit of a flurry in 
East Block dovecotes. To say that 
a cabinet minister might be driven 
to make rash statements, in the 
heat of an election campaign is not 
likely to provide the slightest jus- | 
tification for the Grey north of- 
fence. But to make matters much 
worse in the East Block, the Mc- | 
Naughton assertions have been ex- | 
posed as hopelessly inaccurate, and| 
this inaccuracy moreover takes 
considerable force from Gen, Mc- 


Naugnton's post-clection reminder 
of the censorship and of the Im- 
portance of protecting Canadian 
troops, bound overseas, from U- 
boat attacks, : 

The horrific piclure of daily tor- 
pedoing of transport ships has been 
sadly blurred by the prompt and 
unqualified corrections of Naval 
Minister ]1acdonald, The reverbera- 
tions of these may even be heard 
when the general clection campaign 
begins. Certainly, they willrob Gen, 
McNaughton's future statements on’ 
the general situation of the impor- 
tance and authenticity they might 
possess {f made by someone else, 
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our spirit, and proves our strength. _ 


ministration as to make necessary a new appeal 


to turn a legal necessity into a political advantage. 


needed. In his election statements he declared 


the Government but had denounced it. 


on the night of the Grey North election shed li 
illumination on the problem of t : a 
Parliament's old East Wing. No doubt in th 
long days that have ensued, a further, ona 


to many perplexities that must be crowdin 
the minds of the Prime Minister and his col- 
leagues, and puzzling their wills. There is no |: 
doubt that in the old East Wing— 
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It is great and manly to disdain disguise; dt, oe. 
MONTREAL, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15. 

i THE PUZZLED WILL. 
On the night of the Grey North by-election it 


was reported that the lights were burning 1n 
Parliament’s old East Wing. Many at once, as- 
sumed that the Government, after its threats and 
declarations during the by-election, was preparing | 

. to take such action as would uphold the reality of | 
its words. 


But the days have lengthened and the silence 


has not been broken. The fact would seem to be | 
that the results in Grey North have surprised the 
Government, upset its best laid plans, and con- 
fused its purposes. 


At the present declining stage of Parliament's 


constitutional life the Pfime Minister is under the 
necessity of holding a general election, and of 
this necessity no one is more aware than he. | 
But there is no reason to suppose that he has 
been planning to hold his election merely on the 
grounds that it has become a legal necessity. 
Rather, it has become his policy to make the op- 
position appear as the cause of the election, on 
the alleged ground that they have so obstructed 


and hindered the Government in its wartime ad- 
to the public will. In short, he has been seeking 


Plainly the Prime Minister was counting on 
Grey North to provide him with the issue he 


that the determination of the opposition to contest 
the seat was so unwarranted and unworthy that 
he would have to consider whether any useful 
purpose would be served by holding another ses- 
sion of the present Parliament, or, in other words, 
whether he would not have to make a prompt 
appeal to the country. 

Apparently, however, he was counting on Gen. 
A, G. L. McNaughton being elected in this selected 
constituency of Liberal loyalty, though with the 
added advantage of having triumphed in a stiff 
battle. Under such circumstances, Mr. King could 
have gone to the country with his Defence Minis- 
ter and his reinforcement policy approved, but 
with the pretext of claiming that the Grey North 
contest had disclosed an intolerable conspiracy to 
obstruct the Government. 

Had the Prime Minister really meant what 
he sajd, the high tide of opposition in Grey North 
would have abundantly fulfilled his warnings and 
provided him with his sufficient issue. But the 
fact is that the opposition in Grey North had gone 
too far for the Prime Minister’s particular pur- 
poses. Indeed, it had begun to look uncomfortably |! 
as if the Grey North electors had not obstructed 


So it was that the lights, though they burned 


hose who sat in 


trated effort is being made to devise a new cause 


to explain the need for a general election—some 
new apparent issue with which the Prime Min- 
ister may go to the country. 


Yet the Grey North results have given birth 
& upon 


... the native hue of resolution 
Is sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought, 
And enterprises of great pith and moment 
With this regard their currents turn awry, 
And lose the name of action. 
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_ Raps Failure to Withdraw Claim 


Ra aaa Resident Correspondent) 
Ottawa, February 5.—Branding;example ot theo" . 
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were another A 

not appreciate the effect of the 
statement on the morale of the 
troops and their poper pride in 
their discipline.” 
“His statement having proven 
wrong,” Gen. McNaughton con- 
tinued, “Mr. Bracker, had neither 
the manners nor the manliness to 
withdraw it and to apologize to the 
army and to Canada for the harm 

he has done.” 

E _ Another interesting point of the 
interview was Gen. McNaughton’s 
reiteration of his intention to be 
the Liberal candidate in Qu’Ap-, 
pelle, his native county in Saskat- 
chewan, but he made no prediction 
that his western candidacy would 
be more: successful than the North 
Grey venture 

And there are people in the east- 
em half of the country who have 
yet to be shown how a general 
who had retired could be preyailed 
upon by the prime minister to ac- 
cept a post that had been filled by 
Col J. L. Ralston, and on the un- 
derstanding that he was to have 
his way against concription, and 

< how, when the going became rough, 

z he agreed overnight to join the 

somersault of the prime minister, 
Whatever else may develop it is 
apparent that the general ele 


enw” Gen. McNaugh 
ax the rifle charges 


4 


ernment desperately on the defen- 
sive is producing noisy charges and 
denials. This condition will stead- 
ily be made more interesting, and 
in a few days the people may be 
told by Premier King ‘when ‘they 
may expect to vote, the country 
having been informed the night of 
the North Grey balloting that the 
situation would receive “immediate 
and close attention.” 


Bracken Remains Silent 


Winnipeg, February 15—(—John 
Bracken, national leader of the 
Progressive Conservative Party, 
said in an interview here today he 
would not discuss Bolitica or any 
other issues during his present visit 
to Western Canada. 

He said he was primarily in the 
west to visit the federal con- 
stituency of Neepawa where he has 
been nominated for the next fed- 
era] election by his party, 

Mr. Bracken refused to comment 
on a statement made earlier today 
in Ottawa by Defence Ministor Mc- 
Naughton. Gen, McNaughton sald a 
Statement made rennt by the 
Progressive Conservative Jeader on 
the deportment of home defence 
troops was a “diabolical untruth. 


McNaughton Gives Lie to Bracken, 


elion 
£ 2tmosphere has come, that a gov- # 


pak ye te 
— OOOO 


TACTICS THAT DO NOT WIN VOTEs, 


Tho spectaclo of the Naval Minister flatly 
denying a statement made by the Minister of Na- 
tlonal Defence would be spectacular enough in 
itself, But thla Incident, Involving aa it docs a 
statement made by the Defence Minister in the 
recent Grey North by-election, throws a reveal. 
ing light upon the way in which Gen. A, G, L. 
MeNaughton ylelded to the tomptalion of a false 
dofence, 

On January 24, while speaking al the town 
of Shallow Lake in the Grey North constituency, 
Gon, McNaughton sought to explain the difficul- 
ties of hls office and the need for withholding 
{nformaon, by announcing that the North Al- 
Jantle was “alive with German submarines", and’ 
that wo were “having ships sunk day by day.” 

At the time this slatement was made Naval 
Minister Angus Macdonald was absent in England, 
Now that he has returned to Canada, he has been 
questioned by newsmen regarding the truth of 
Gen, McNaughton's statement. 

“Are ships being sunk day by day?” Mr. Mac- 
donald was asked, > 

“No, certainly not,” was the Naval Minister's 
blunt reply. | 

Gen. McNaughton's statement gave rise to| 
questioning at the time it was made, It was 
pointed out that if there had been such frequent 
sinkings in the North Atlantic, it would hardly 
have been in the interests of military security to 
openly inform the enemy of the degrce of his 
success. In fact, Gen, McNaughton’s statement 
suffered from the first with a verbal inconsist- 
ency. 

On the one hand, he declared that it was 
essential to keep out of the press any information 
about troop movements, “despite the wild and 
careless demands of certain newspapers.” Yet, 
on the other hand, he gave out striking informa- 
tion about enemy achievements in the area of 
troops movements—information which, even if 
true, would under the circumstances have been 
wild and careless, Now it appears that it was 
not even true, 


This disclosure of misrepresentation in the 
electioneering statements of the Defence Minister 
recalls the accusation of “outrageous and loose 
statements” which he hurled at Mr. John 
Bracken, It now appears that he was somewhat 
precipitate in throwing the first stone. Yet two 
Wrongs have never made a righ{. Clearly enough, 
both Gen. McNaughton and Mr. Bracken suc- 
cumbed to temptations that they ought to have 
resisted. In his story about the Home Defence 
troops throwing their rifles overboard Mr. Brack- 
en would appear to have strained the texture of 
fact hardly less severely than did Gen, McNaugh- 
ton in his story about the ship sinkings, 

° 8 < 

Such departures from the established truth 
are regrettable in any election, but in the elec- 
tion in Grey North they were particularly out-of- 
place. For the fundamental issue in Grey North 
was something far bigger and more searching 
than ordinary politics. The issue concerned the 
Canadians fighting overseas, their claims upon 
the home front, and the extent to which those 
claims are to be met, The election of a Progres- 
sive Conservative candidate in a constituency 
traditionally Liberal is in itself evidence of the 
way in which considerations larger than old party 
loyalties entered into the decision. 

Both men would have better served their own 
interests and those of their parties had they ad- 
hered more closely to undisputed fact. Against 
the background of Grey North and of the issue 
involved this attempt to seek advantage by de- 
partures into the unfounded appears especially 
unfortunate. Indeed, in view of the more pro- 
found feelings that ‘decided the outcome of the 
election, such deviations from political soundness 
were not justified even by Political expedience. 

It is obvious that neither the “rifles” story 
of Mr. Bracken nor the “sinkings" story of Gen. 
McNaughton had any appreciable influence upon 
the outcome in ‘Grey North, The real issue was 
loo clear to be aided by Mr, Bracken's claim of a 
comparatively minor failure of discipline. And 
it was too clear to be concealed by Gen. Mc- 
Naughton's exaggerated claim of enemy interfer- 
ence. 


Ottawa, February 15.—®—Maj,- 
Gen. G. R. Pearkes, V.C., has bets 
relieved of his command as general 
officer commanding, Pacific Com- 
mand, at his own request, defence 
eadquarters announced tonight. 
Gen. Pearkes is 56, four years 
hi under the usual retirement” a 
| While Gen. Pearkes said he rom, home establishment com. 
Heaend by} The head 
quarters statemen ji 
and Ottawa authontig c aquarters, | no reason for what it saig SONG 
Th at his n Sag he had | Gen. Pearkes’ “request” to be hag 
3 e Canadian Press ine request, | lieved. Nor was there any imme- 
he may enter federal earned that j diate comment on Gen Pearkes* 
R Politics short- | statement in a message to his of- 
It was learne 


ficers J 
Temoved if d he had asked to endeman today that he 


ceased to be gencral officer 
certain = “ Sonal 
ations he made were Dol etcepl. Defoe Hee fom National 


able Defence Hea a> 
ava to National Defence Head- a Pearkes took over Pacific 
ao be ae = n ommand in August, 1942, at the 
Teco endations| height of the threat 
was unknown and Gen. Pearkss, wvssion of Canada's Pange aneso 
nd said only, “Pd savers | being, recalled from the United 
wtht è Ingdom where he h = 
anything. Ottawa has mela a Canadian annie divine 
He was closely linked with the 
draftee question and made no at- 
fempt to hide the fact he thought 
the draftee soldiers in his area 
-| should ko active. He told them 
time and again that “no man should 
ey reer. the khak uniform unless he 
ow yw " 
ss eee) I cease to be gencral] He once defended My rise 
= ‘ence nanding, Pacific Com- saying: “l see nothin, 
i p e was a posible una Bey my 
x : essage w ra o 
: pent fee ngs Baye saaden aid Bot win my v 
_ | to become one of ‘Canada’s most de A h ee ie: 
Ei porated soldiers, would enter poli- decoration won it 
p Ris 
The message contained this sen- AT San, 
aT aey th 
regret that circum- 
stances now make it necessary for 
| me to cease to be so intimately as- | th 
ated with the troops I havel 
_ loved so long, but I hope oppor- | 
“tunities will arise in which I can 
still render some service to you, t 
the three services overseas and to 
the country as a whole” 
If this forecasts the general's en- 
i try into federal politics he would 
be Canada’s second general of this 
| war to do so, Gen, McNaughton, his 
former chief having taken over 
the Defence Department and only 
f recently lost out’in a bid for the 
_ Commons seat of North Grey. 


the con-| 
order-in-council was 


passed 
en. Pearkes came to Otlaw 
told his old chief, Defence Minis 


rm. 
ter McNaughton, that he thought 
the voluntary method of recruiting 
pede es nuked dry” but he was 
ing to give it one more chance 
It was after this that the govern- 
ment said the voluntary method 
had failed and conscription for 
overseas was adopted. k 
The only Canadian general offi- 
cer on active service in this war to 
wear the Victoria Cross, Gen. 
Pearkes wears five wound stripes 
as evidence of his actions during 
the Great War. 
One of his wounds resulted from 
|a freak accident behind the lines. 
Playing baseball with a group of 
other officers, a player gave the 
home plate the proverbial tap with 
the bat preparatory to swatting one 
out. The plate had been given the 
self-same tap innumerable times 


ish Columbia command in Septem- 
ber, 1942, and in his message to his 
men today said that while the set 
Gee poston in She Paci had dm, seit tT he ee 
Pde on Canada's Pacific coast had posedly ‘dud’ shell blew up, killing 

Hogether. passed. two men and wounding the future 
mot Z! ha P. general in the stomach. 
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ice anywhere. 
In the last year alone, he said, 
10,000 men had left his British el 
Columbia command for the Euro- j 


pean theatre. 


ed a 


es said he recelv 
from National 


tre of war, 
ee “anstinted loyalty and hard 
work they have been al 
and release those 
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‘ eee mont T find it difficult 
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Dishonorable’ to Hold My Post 


Under Circumstances — Pearkes | 


Vancouver, February 16, — @—, The Vancouver Sun published a 
Failure of National Defence Head-|denial of this from Gen. Pearkes. 
vorters to accept the views of] “I'd say further,’ Mr. Gardiner 
Maj-Gen, George R. Pearkes,| said in Ottawa in a telephone jn- 
GC, on the question of sending}terview, “that statements by Gen. 
Canadian home defence draftees} Pearkes and some of his officers 
overseas tonight was believed re-|haye done more than anything else 
sponsible for his resignation as|i know of to cause the high inci- 
General Officer Commanding-in-|dence of absenteeism in the army.” 
Chief, Pacific Command, He added, without elaboration: 
Concurrent ee departure got “The story has been continuous- 
he 66-year-old former commander || —————————————_—| 
or the st Division Overseas from ly coming out of British Columbia! 
the Pacific Command, was specula- || that the troops in the camps had 
tion on his future activities, linked | been advised not to volunteer; that 
with a report that he would enter |the act of vointeering would only 
politics in a British Columbia con- |be playing into the bands of the 
stituency in the next federal||overnment and they ought to make 
election. k we sgovorninent compel them to go 
In an interview today, however, A 
he parried the question, soyinj "j (Officials at Defence Headquar- 
never considered politics at all in||ters had no comment to make on 
the past.” Mr. Gardiner's statements.) 

Gen, Pearkes sald he resigned be- In Vancouver it was recalled that 
cause “under existing conditions [|| ast, November, Defence Minister 
was unable to render a loyal and McNaughton ordered an army 
conscientious service.” To hold such || probe into statements made by sen- 
an appointment “under such cir-|| or officers of the Pacific Command 
cumstances would be dishonorable,” || in connection with overseas ser- 

He did not elaborate, but when || Vice for gates: Lar the onie 
asked `` ‘^e recommendations made | | Were a a e ei bred Z 
by him to Defence Headquarters monto B yi regi latoni, 4 
concerned his ideas on the use of Un neh m Ge > Si RT 5 
aie ondier for overseas duo, | Boe Roya oanade Mostted po 
the general said: “That would be enan, hadamany.tinitesof’ homes 


close to the mark” 
i , defence draftees but he .has been 
Meanwhile in Ottawa Agriculture outspoken In bls views that any 


Minister Gardiner said Gen. Pearkes rT 
has been “acting for the Toriesever | man wearing the army's khaki 
since he came back from overseas| Should be ready for service any- 


and there's no reason why he| Were. overseas or otherwise. i 
shouldn't run. for‘tham™ A hint that Gen Pearkes may 

enter politics was contained in a 
Message to his officers and men, 
announcing his retirement last 
night. He said: “I hope opportuni- 
ties will arise in which I can still 
render some service to you, to the 
men who are returning from the 
services overseas and to the coun- 
try as a whole.” 

The Vancouver News-Herald said 
there was a report that Gen 
Pearkes would be a Progressive- 
Conservative candidate in the fed- 
eral constituency of Nanaimo. 
Party officials here declined com- 
ment. Nanaimo is represented in 
the Commons by a Libera] mem- 
ber, Lt.-Col. Alan Chambers, now 
“Gen. Pearkes said h 

sen. Pearkes e had been 
relieved of his command by order 
è of Defence Headquarters, but he 

did not disclose the recommenda- 
tions he had made on which appar- 
ently there was no approval. 
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It is undersiood, too, that Gen. Pearkes was 
outspoken when Gen. A. G. L McNaughton took 
over the Defence portfolio and called the district _ 

officers commanding together to discuss recruit- 
uring the two |successor, who is known to a great ing. Afer all, Gen. Pearkes had had more ex- 

years that I have many or Son: ead. Bias is es ers had DO oe statements.) perience than any other man in Canada in hand- 

car ling the problem of changing home defence 

draftees into active service volunteers, Alter the 

| conference he returned to the West Coast and led fs 

| another determined drive to obtain recruits. S 

There was also the incident of the six senior __ 
officers under General Pearkes’ command, who 
gave an interview to the press to the effect that 
methods of urging home defence draftees to volun- <j 
teer had been completely exhausted. These officers _ 
were later officially exonerated ‘of any infringe 
ment of army regulations, but the incident had 
many repercussions. H 
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Draftee Wins 
, Habeas Corpus 


rday’s Late Faitions) 


Gen. Pearkes no longer heads the Pacific Com- 
mand, and the news has been greeted with sur f 
prise and regret in military and civilian circles on 
the West Coast, and, indeed, throughout Canada. 


Oscar Boulanger, 


ourt tod already injegted himself into the affair with | 


a contemptible political attack, and it is clear the 
A i UN fmen who are returning | | matter cannot be allowed to rest. The Defence 


R you verseas and:to|.| Minister should gi ighttorward - 
ined the services overses ould give a straig! explana. si 
Sats tioned at the country 5 a ¥ cece eg | tion at once, and if this is not forthcoming, Gen. f 
ay camp, bse Vancian that Geni |. Pearkes should feel free to tell the whole story | 


í was & re + 
ities of Mill- said thers Tuld- be a Pro; himself at the first available opportunity, 
LQuebe pearke tive candidate athe a $ 


OŘ 
Conse) 
eeping him in constituency of 

y are S to have been Fodersofficials here declined com- 
time and that on, ac: eed ‘ $ 

“poor healt, al oe i Nanaimo is Te 

have ee! Commons by & a 

horities ` Lieut.-Col Xian š 


F erseas. 
vere Pearkes said he had been} 
yelieved of his command by order | 
of Defence Headquarters, 

did not lose t 
tions he 


own reque: ye 

Brig, Donal . Sarg at 
courtney, B.C., took over the 
pacific Command yesterday. a 
is the former Officer Comman 


er defences. 
Vancouy en defenc denied > 


ent of 


(McNaughton Sta Subs 
|Is Found Alarming by N.Y. Times 


(Special from The New York Times to The Gazette.) 


New York, February 17,—(Satur- | The battle of the AUantio always 
hos fluctuated. Off to n sorlous 
day)—The New York Times, 1n an | ein lator it was sheckot for à 


editorial titled “Fighting the Wolf} while, only tò broalt out to a far 
Pack,” this morning says, more alarming degree when the 
At the time when it was a fair Gormans adopted thelr wolf-pacle 


Policy in Pacific 


— tactics, Then came another turn 

y ; Foe enth os to cone ont AEE in the fortunes of eeu Hing and 
our convoys passed often unmoleat- 

PROBABLY ANNOYED’ ing to read the assertion of the | eu" or without Joss, Wo pank many 


Canadian Defense Minister, Gen. and Appeared to have. galned the 


MoNaughton, that the Atlantic was 4 
upper hand. Still later, U-boats 
alive with submarine boats and that | WPa hard to tind, and'fhlso hopos 


` a . a 
Another Believes ‘Persuasion 19a m Serana Re hea electio | wnich ke o, vely in War cau 
<- Campaign’ for Home Defence eching, not only’ fighting for his} many to think they, had been 
Troops, Asked by Govern Scat in Parliament from Grey North | beaten and the battle of the Ate ; 
` tin; o res' a genera d ` 
Pe a Mied Da T JEt fleñting to forestali a generat | not gule ao, Now” devleon were ; 
ment, Was e ry election with a at this migh not a seinet promoteke martes! A 


r to t resent Canadian gov- 

EN Un ortunately, his none Doenitz to boast that submarine 
tion gave an authority ò his words, | boats threatened blows "greater 
and many both jn this country and | than anything witnessed so far. 
jn Canada must have read them] The latest report from official 
with fear and disquiet. Now comes | Anglo-American sources declare 
at denial from the Cana-| that, b; maklag! ure ‘bf such de- 
dia vy Minister, Angus Mac-| vices,’ U-boats ‘In Junyary “penc- 
do! i at least of “day by day”|trated farther into local areas of 
sin s$, although he oer admit shipping close to shore,” but it de- 
that U-boat activity has increased | scribed counter-measures as “en- 
and is serious enough. couraging.” 


Vancouver, February 18, — ®— 
‘The Vancouver Sun in a newspage 
ederal 


government 
r-uintain Pac 


the 
‘shroud of 
ad ~ 
“While National Defence Head- 
quarters maintained a strict official 


by what our army headquarters 


lence, military sources said today overseas demand?” 
that cabinet policy on Pacific Com- Mr. Rowe said he challenged 
mand matters as well as the Prime Minister Mackenzie King to 3 Ci 
general draftee - reinforcement make public all documents, cor- : 
respondence and memoranda re- 


policy caused Gen. Pearkes to qis- 
agree. sath arding Gen. McNaughton’s release 
Bo One spokesman said ar {Sen om command of the Canadian 
Pearkes was probably annoy ‘ Army overseas. 
- the apparent Toss of his’ chance to “I ‘also challenge Mr. King to tell 
lead a Canadian force against the the people if the man he now says 
Japanese. k is to be minister of national de- 
Never a drawing-room general, _ fence, whether elected or not, was 
essed the desire early in not relieved of his command over- 
‘seas because he was either untitted 


the war that he wanted to lead the - sot ls Be ae 
Hy Gece b mewes] |Earl Rowe Demands McNaughton |. 30. 


that the danager of invasion If Mr. King insisted on “flouting” 
at the ag 


on- the ific coas à passed cin, Aoaupntan as delenge minig 
za al eeaeee 8| Clear NRMA Gun Disposal Issue 


¿ter and continuing a two-army pol- 
icy, then “I challenge him to set u 
ja committee representative of all 


(Gen. McNaughton as defence minis- 
army in Pacific 


sone Be this cabinet policy with w Parties an ine House fo review the 

-egard io defence with w) . exford, Ont, February 21—«p) “3, Hi lseas and. let the people have the 
to Ot- = i . How many of P 

Pearkes disagreed, according to ‘Hon. Earl Rowe, Progressive Con-| fined the price. of tele wis were lacets aE PE Ye dune 


urces. servati 
TA souret SS cans .. Pearkes We ive member tt EA Commons 50days pay? jing the past nine months,” said Mr. 
would get another military post| said tonight that th mario | | (4. If they didn't land in Britain | Rowe- 
es unknown today. “He told the Canada wanted to kn e people of x out thelr guns, why has the|,, Government. members were say- 
Vancouver Sun that he was eligi- not the draft ow whether or wer been withheld since Febru- | ing that the Grey North byelection 
Vir one but had received no ees sent overseas last| ary 1 when Mr. Bracken demanded |:had „been fought on a “phoney 
le Ta h as reinforcements arrived | ®", answer? issue.” 
oa resent, attached to District oe with their rifles, i Whether all these guns were left|, “Let me tell these gentlemen the 
Depot No. 8, he is ‘sitting on the pete speech prepared for delivery a the Halifax waters, or some of |;0Mly issue In the Grey North by- i 
fence’ a Pacific Command spokes- Co; e Wexford Progressive| them in the water and the balance |:clection and the only jssue today ae 
nua c nservative Association, Mr | 2P the docks is not of importance, | ‘iat is breaking the hearts of our 
E resa Ontete | | Ree ienee Minister, Me- | Waas quo Ganadion peapa want do |, bete heert ai owe E Tea ase 
Differed with Ottawa efs| [oal mtean the Sa an a “dlaboli- —did our troops land with- |' timing tw e two- 
statement of John| Ut guns, and why?” iming two-army policy of this gov- 
i : n 
Vancouver, Toru ERSE Bracken, Progressive Conservative|, Gen. McNaughton who was de- one bas halle to adequate- 
ane front page Tay that dif- their rifles qarartees, had thrown Teated n the Grey North byelection || ” “This is not a phoney ‘issue to our 
in 2 ae over a defence department (During the Grey North t Coren Case, a Progressive ||fighting forces. 
order to step up the campaign to byelection campaign, Mr. pr arral phasized that pad zepeatedly iem: “The continuance of a policy that 
persuade home aetence men 10480 gated Gen. McNaughton to tell the the troops he had maa sent enh. ae peen sn greg A ian ag and 
active is the probable reason for) public how draftees had thrown| “That may be true site office a min- 
the removal of Maj.-Gen. G. R.| their rifles and ammunition over-| Weeks ago Mr. Sree but a meee hi = so overwhelmingly rejected by |, 
Pe vce YC., es General Officer] board after boarding troopships) | McNaughton if he had fciriied as | | pression eed. & phoney: ex: 
Commanding-in-Chief, Pacific Com- ai aay. 3 a AA McNaughton,” single demand of on fighting for. howe ia Bee ee, 
The paper added: aoe Mas papu = people now have a brit Rowe, “He has not answered. wis Neer commanding the N Gee. 
learned that the general oppos RO We ? as failed t nds i d, * i a 
Htaton Sot ne petae | wate Aeri HE, nda] fepe wil pe mow ome fol || Braet ie dime, a a 
4 mea howe Jefence men overseas without their 4 uns in the. rere tremi in troopt to Te ze te needs geet ny fist tais en 
. teering. possession of the troops? Mc i | acen: i i 
> wi eetore involuntary overseas scr- “2. If they did, why f ens kind of promises or old the et ge 
eae eens nde ns uate Cat res a 
yer g ns for hi i i 
‘the most, successful Zenera RM A. Surely we dre entitled to the bene. 
i da in persuading N.R.M.A. tit of this hi 3 bene 
Ss o active. zuthority.” DENY ianed military 


| 
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Pearkes Prohibited Oomment 


Vancouver, February _21.—«p— 
Maj.-Gen. G. R. Pearkes, V.C., for- 
mer rammanding officer of the 
Pacific Command, said tonight that 
because of “recently published re- 
: i; “Such gulations” he could make no com- 
enc ane ‘said pics mont Gace speech tonight at Wex- 
recruiting officers and command- essi eÈ ervalive member of 
jing officers in the. Dominion to gt fi ve Conservative member of 
; ne fides In. tne Dominion 2 , parliament for Dufferin-Simcoe, 

flag pt 5 pa Mr. Rowe said at Wexford that 

cam Gen. Pearkes 


Z -R.MLA. n to obtain as 
“anys conversions as, posable be- b from his ena wee 
fore the men are sen . against the government's army 
TO This order was connected with policy and eis pramene EOY i 


ment was withholding the recom- 
mendations made recently by Gen. 
Pearkes and the true reasons for 

Nether Gen. Pea 
en. rkes no! e 
tional Defence Headq' ters. Es 
$ announced the reasors for the 
> eral's remoyal from his Pacific. 

po: t Thursd 


extension of the right to volunteer 
while on service overseas. 


-~ = 


B br: 


0 
Federal Politics 


render some servico ta you, to ine 
men who are returning from the 


arkes Relieved of Post an 


May Enter 


iy 
VANCOUVER. Feb. 15 (P),-—-Maj.« | rose to become one of Cannda’s most 


Gen. Gearye R. Pearkes ; 
` ~ SV.0,D.8.0, | decorated soldiers, would enter 
M.O, former Commander ot Can. politics, three vervices oFersens and to (he 
yate Baitions) aday Pirst Division Overseas, today! The message contained thia nens | country as n whole. I's 
sting Cah- Was relieved of nis command as! tence If this forecasts the penera 


entry Into Pederal polltias he would 
Wo Canada's second general of thls 
wuto do to, Gon, MoNaugliton, his 
former chief, having Laken over the 


Gonera) Officer Commanding it 
d 

Chief, Pacine Command, š 
General Poarkes, 58, sald he ceased 


“I deeply repet that circums 


tedir that thère 
reinforce- 


Pood 


3 s to look after Independently of a hint of such) Con, Phorkes' ouoceasor, tempos This year aime 

L for some months Plans in a statement by the general rary, WD be Lely, Donald m, Bar- abies © 10,000 men have left 

eel The Canadian Press leamed that he | gent, OMjer Commanding tho Oom- ara oh umbla for the European 
: nt the absentees ge etd Federal politics short yi bined Operations Aang Ab Cok valor thls has meant an i 

N ` | as M0; oor 0o; td immense 

ning or be- arned he had asked to be | Anyi Bng foxmor o! amount of work for those who ars 


ep and that all of- | 
see DURE “appro- 
nay gaat wath. 


not Ìt might be 
W a further into 


| his command said only: “T tl Ibity of enemy raids on 
manpower pool] | Said only: “I'd rather Ne possthillty hard work they hav 
7 í not say anything. Canada’s Pacino Const had not alto- | Na ey have been able to 
ay geen Sa ake g. Ottawa Nas the | anada $: A ag train and “release those who ars 
garde entre force} | Ina See ee (Eyer a hard driver of men, the} better equipped for active service, || 


geuable for gëneral 
"at edesuad little diffi. 
uly was be Teouired to 
“ pucasble if the neces- 


fea 1 to 2,000! 
wap inte the active) 
rmy wey bet General Mo- | 
‘ugtin si Gese were recruits! 
br “paire pln” es none| 
ouiè fe sat fr front-line duty | 
Tbr at ex f= oahs 

“BaF To Elame I 
me te uhextesism on al 
= g wa who, he sac 
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& ws not due to 
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about by| 


gave |‘ 
to their |; 
Each |. 
return to the |; 
point, but we 
e fact that 
be absent]; 


aE to 
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would be, and |; 
“ze for the quo-|, 
of them was 


army had'man- 
good fellows 
Rao” and 
ow why the 
ded the same 

z eneral 
were, 


to 
barded 


. McNaughton 
no conclu- 
the war 


> and evy 
K the! t Betence De. 
we raf ahead as 
t go on jn- 


to us last 
Tybody was 


ol optimism 


h fell 
we Production 
alas a ien 

e en 

by noy guight have 

Mikin ne thing I 

nera) Meka any pre- 


Jea Whetha d 
pa ne anad Yer 


off, ty 


fald he 
teas, of the 
“ould ed the 


l) 4 
“Feo trom Not, com- 


MA to nine bat- 
Diol said that 
but feauired 


eat 


Eastern port.|? 


t 

r 1 
“Tae NUL malem was al! 
= neral |! 

1 


starteq to ! 


to hold dis command by order from | 
Defence Headquarters, and Ottawa | 
authorities sald he had been relleved 
at his own request, | 


removed if certain Tecom mendations 
he made were not acceptase: to Na- | 
Vonal Dererice wteatquarters, ve 
Nature | af the, recomniendations 
Was unknown and Gen. Pearkes, 
¿asked for comment on his leaving 


men the general, who was a Brigade 
| Commander overseas and took over 
| the Ist Division when Gen. A. G. L. 
McNaughton became Canadian 
| Corps commancer, said; 

“By order from National Defence 
Headouarters I cease to be General stances now make it necessary for 
Oficer Commanding, Pacific Com-|me to cease to be so intimately ns- 
mand, today.” sociated with the troops Į have 

In this message was a possible hint | loved so long, but I hope opportun- 
that the one-time bugler boy who | ities will arise in which I.ckn still 


R. TEARKES 
<- VC, D.S.O., M,C, 


MAJ.-GEN, G. 


mons seat of North Grey. 


formor Pacific Command general 
eld strong views on the draftee 
uestion and wasted no words in 
aying he belleved home defence 
roops, of which he had many in his 
ommand, should volunteer for sery- 
ce anywhere. . 
Gen. Pearkes came to the Pacific 
command from England at a time 
hen the Canadians there, waipihs 


to get into some fighting, 
undergoing more and more arduous 
training. He drove them hard. He 
was a stern disciplinarian. But he 
earned their devotion and loyalty 
and himself the reputation among 
brother officers of being “Canada’s 
best training general.” 

In his message Gen. Pearkes 
thanked the men for their support 
in the two and one-half years that 
he had been in charge of them. 

“On my arrival in British Colum- 
bia from overseas this province was 
threatened with the possibility of 
hostile raids,” he said. “Although 
the likelihood of such action by the 
enemy has diminished owing to the 
general improvement in the stra- 
tegic position in the Pacific, it has 
not altogether passed away.” 

His message said it consequently 
was “important” that troops be kept 
on this Coast. 

Gen. Pearkes said he received a 
telegram from National Defence 


Headquarters this morning advising | 


him that Brig. D. R. Sargent would 
temporarily take command. 

“I have no statement to make 
concerning the telegram,” he said 
in an interview. “Any statement 
will have to come from Ottawa.” 

Following is Gen. Pearkes’ state- 
ment: 

“By order from National Defence 
Headquarters, I cease to be general 
officer commandlng-in-chief, Pacific 
Command, today, and am being re- 
placed temporarily by Brigadler D, 
R. Sargent, 

“I therofore desire to take this 
opportunity of thanking all ranks of 
this command, and the civil sery- 
ants employed at the various head- 
quarters, for the loyal support they 
have given me during the two and 
one-half years that I have been in 
command here, 

“On my arrival in British Colum- 
bin from overseas this province was 
threatened with the possibility of 
hostile raids, Although the Mkell- 
hood of such action by the enemy 
has diminished owing to the general 
improvement in tho strategic posl- 
tlon in the Paclflo, It has not alto- 
gether passed nway. It is therefore 
important that those troops which 
remain on this Coast retain the 


Delehee Vepartment and ovly re- 
cently last out In n bid for the Ooms 


were ` 


‘McNaughton, that ho thought the 


a freak accident behind the 
Playing baseball with a 
other oMcers, a player ¢ 
home plate the proverbial ti 
the bat preparatory to s 


“During the past two ye 
many soldlera who have fians 
training In this commana have hy 
Conded overseas, 


permanently employed in the variouy 
headquarters, nearly all of whom, 
by reason of age or medical disabiity 
aro themselves ufiable to serve in A 
moro active, theatre of war, but by 
virtue of their unstinted loyalty ana 


“At this moment I find it dimeutr 
to glive adequate expression to my 
feclings of admiration for all who 
have stood by me in the diMeuts 
and trying months, 

“I deeply regret that circum- 
stances now make it necessary for 
me to cease to be so intlmately asso- 
ciated with ‘the troops I have loved ; 
so long, but I hope opportunities 
will arise in which I can still render 
some service to you, to the men who 
are returning from the three serv- 
ices overseas, and to the country as 
a whole. 

“T am sure that you will all give 
the same support and co-operation 
which you have shown me to my 
Successor, who is known to a great 
many of you, and who is himself 
another British Columbian.” 

Gen, Pearkes took over Pacific 
Command in August, 1942, at the 
height of the threat of a Japanese 
invasion of Canada’s Pacific Coast, 
being recalled from the United 
Kingdom where he had commanded 
a Canadian infantry division. ` 

He was closley linked with the 
draftee question and told draftees 
time and again that “no man should - 
wear the khaki uniform unless he is 
willing to wear it anywhere.” N 

He once defended his methods by 
saying: “I see nothing humiliating | 
in trying to do my duty or encour- 
aging others to do theirs. I did not | 
win my V.C. by keeping my boots 
clean at Passchendaele, nor has 
other recipient of that. decoration 
won it by leaving things to the ser- 
geant-major.” s 

It was from the 6th Division, 
serving in his command, tbat most 
of the overseas conscripts\were pro- |. 
vided and it was in his area thi 
many antl-conscription demonstra: 
tions occurred after the conscription | 
order in council was passed. |. 

Gen, Pearkes went to Ottawa and 
told his old chief, Defence Minister 


voluntary method of recruiting had 
been “milked dry,” but he was will- 
ing to give it one more chance, It | — 
was after this that the Government |- 
sald the voluntary method had 
failed and conscription for overseas 
was, adopted. 4 

The only Canadian general oMcer 
on active service in this war to wear 
the Victoria Cross, Gen. Pearkes 
wears fìve wound stripes as evidence 
of his actions during the First Great 
War. s 

One of his wounds resulted 


out. The plate had been 
self-same tap innumera 
previously. This time, the 
“dud” shell- blew up, 

men and V d tb 


highest possible standard of effici- 
ency and discipline. 


Bans. 


+ 
$ 


‘concerned 
ter of using draftee soldiers for 


After Clash 


Recommendations Regarding Men 


For Overseas Rejected at Ottawa 


A clash with Defense Minister A. G. L. McNaughton over 
overseas reinforcements was credited today with having pre- 
cipitated the resignation of Maj.-Gen. G. R. Pearkes, VC, 
Canada's most decorated general, as General Officer Con. 
manding-in-Chief, Pacific Command. 

Gen. Pearkes’ resignation, at*——_ 


nounced Thursday, came folr 


years short of the normal retire 


ment age for home establishment 
| commanders, 
| -It 
| Pearkes and McNaughton have 
| crossed Swords on army policy. 
| DEFFERED ON DIEPPE 

Jn 1942, according to Ottawa 
military sources, they differed on 
methods in the ill-fated 


pad. 

Late in 1944, Gen. Pearkes 
went to Ottawa and told Defense 
Minister McNaughton that he 
thought the voluntary method of 
recruiting was ‘“milked dry.” 

The latest difference—the one 
which forced him to resign, was 
the rejection by National De 
| Jense: Head of certain 
“recommendations” Gen. Pearkes 
made Since adoption by Ottawa 


of its 16,000<draftees-for-overseas | 


policy- 
‘Today, Gen. Pearkes announce 
ed his resignation in a statement 


relieved of my 


under existing conditions I was |! 


is the third time that 


} 
f 


| 


| 
| 


Í 


j 
| 


unable to render loyal and con: |, 


OTTAWA ISSUED ORDER 
“To continue holding my ap- 
under such circum- 
stances would be dishonorable- 
“Consequently, National De- 
fense ers issued an 
‘order that I ceased to be GOC, 
in chief, Pacific Command, forth- 
with. Those instructions were 
dated Thursday.” j 
Gen. Pearkes declined to dis- | 
close the nature of the recom- 
mendations he was reported to 
have made to Ottawa. 


USE OF DRAFTEES _ 

It is understood he asked to be 
Temoved from his command if 
NDHQ failed to accept them. 

Asked if the recommendations 
i his ideas on the mat-| 


overseas duty, he said; 

“That would be close to the 
mark.” 

In Ottawa, Army officers 
maintained a tight-lipped silence 
on the recommendations. 

General A. G. L. McNaughton, | 


or 


Defense Minister, is 1 wnn a 
cold, and could not be reached 
| for comment. 


WOULD BE DISHONORABLE 

Meanwhile, Gen. Pearkes’ 
charge that to remain GOC-in- 
Chief, Pacific Command under 
existing circumstances “would 
be dishonorable” released a buzz 
of speculation in Ottawa and 
Vancouver. A 

Military sources in Ottawa to- 
day said it was “common knowl- 
edge” that Gen. Pearkes had 
been in dispute with Defense 
Minister McNaughton ever since 
the ill-fated Dieppe raid of Au-) 
gust, 1942. 

Gen. Pearkes had beer opposi] 
by Gen. McNaughton, they said,| 
on a scheme of aerial bombard- 
ment prior to the Dieppe raid. 

The ex-Pacific Command GOC- 
in-Chief was at that time com- 
mander of the 1st Canadian Di- 
vision. 

He returned to Canada a 
month later, in September, 1942, 
to assume his Pacific post. 

There was a culmination of 
differences between Gen. Mc- 
Naughton and Pearkes last Nọ- 
vember 21, when Ottawa ordere 
an investigtion of statement: 
made by Pacific Command anc 
Sixth Division senior officers ir 
a press interview in Vancouver 
under the authorization of Gen. 
Pearkes. 

The officers at that time said 
that the men in their command 
would not go overseas unless told 
to by Ottawa. 

Lt.-Gen. E. W. Sanson came to 
Vancouver from Ottawa to probe 
the interviews, and later stated 
the officers had been exonerated 
of any “infringement” of Army 
regulations. - 

Hint that Gen. Pearkes might 
enter politics came in his fare- 
well message to his © troops 
Thursday, in which he said: 

“I hope opportunities will arise 
in which I can still render some 
service to you (his soldiers), to 
the men who are returning from 
the three services overseas and 
to the country as a whole.” 

Ottawa sources Indicated today 
that reports had been prevalent 


two months ago that Gen. 
Pearkes planned to run as a 
Progressive - Conservative candi. 
date jn a Vancouver riding. 

Declining to confirm this, Gen. 
Pearkes this morning sald: 

“I never considered politics at 
all in the past.” 


| 


| 


|a brigade commander overseas 
land took over the 1st Division 


NOT QUITTING ARMY 

A permanent force 
Gon, Pearkes has nol 
from the Army. 

He sald he would be attached 
to District Depot XI at Litt 
Mountain for the time being, 

At 56, he Is stilt four years 
under the retirement ago for 
home establishment command: 
ers. ` 
His successor as GOC In Chief 
Pacifle Command, Brig. D, R. 
Sargent, is en routo by boat to 
rancouver from Princo Rupert 
to his new duties. 


“IF OPPORTUNITIES ARISE” 


In the message to his offl- 
ers and men the general who was 


retired 


when Gen. A. G. L, McNaughton 
became Canadian Corps cam- 
mander, said: 

“By orders from National De- 
fense headquarters I cease to be 
general officer commanding, Pā: 
cific Command, today, 

“I deeply regret that circum: 
stances now make it necessary 
for me to cease to be so intimat- 
ely associated with the troops I 
have loved so long, but I hope 
opportunities will arise in which 
I can still render some service to 
you, to the men who are return- 
ing from the three services over- 
seas and to the country as a 
whole.” 


DANGER NOT ENDED 

In another part of the message 
he said that “although likelihood 
of (enemy) raids has diminished 
owing to the general improve- 
ment in the strategic positlon in 
the Pacific, it has not altogether 
passed away. 

“It is therefore important that 
those’ troops which remain on 
this coast retain the highest pos- 
sible standard of efficiency and 
discipline.” 


TO SERVE ANYWHERE 

He was closely linked with the 
draftee question and made no at- 
tempt to hide the fact he thought 
the draftee soldiers in his areas 
should go active, 

He told them time and again 
that “no. man should wear the 
khaki uniform unless he is will- 
ing to wear it anywhere.” 

He once defended his methods 
by saying: “I see nothing humil- 
Jating in trying to do my duty or| 
encouraging others to do theirs. 

“I did not win my VC by keep- 
ing my boots clean at Passchen- 
dacle, nor has any other recipient 
of that decoration won it by leav- 
ing things to the sergeant-major.” 
‘BEST TRAINING GENERAL’ 

In the last year alone, he said, 
10,000 men had left his British 
Columbia command for the 
European theatre, 

Gen, Pearkes came to the Pa 
cllic Command from England at 
4 time when the Canadians 
there, waiting to get into some 
fignting, were undergoing more 
and more arduous training, He 
drove them hard, He was a 
stern disciplinarian. 

But he earned their deyction 
and loyalty and himself the repu- 
tatlon among brother officers of 
being “Canada's best training 
general.” 

In his message Gen. Pearkes 
thanked the men for their sup- 
port in the 234 years that he had 
been in charge of them, 


officer, |L 


ION. J. G. GARDINER 
taps Maj.Gon. Pearkes 


ZA 

Men Told Not 
To Volunteer 
-Gardiner 


9 By THOMAS WAYLING 


Vancouver Sun Ottawa Bureau 
}~ OTTAWA, Feb. 16.— “Gen. 
Pearkes has been running as a 
Tory ever since the war started.” 

This was the comment this 
morning of Hon. J. G. Gardiner, 
referring to the resignation ot 
Maj.-Gen. G. R. Pearkes, VC, and 
the report that he will run as a 
Tory candidate in Nanaimo 
against Lt.-Col. Alan Chambers, 
now overseas. 

Gen. McNaughton could not be 
reached, but Mr. Gardiner ex- 
pressed very definite opinions to 
The Vancouver Sun on the mat- 
ter. Mr. Gardiner intimated that 
Gen. Pearkes had been “acting 
as a Tory organizer ever since he 
took over the Pacific Command.” 

Mr. Gardiner also said: “I was, 
told by officers who came back 
to the prairies from the Pacific 
Command that men had been ad- 
vised not to enlist voluntarily as 
that would be helping the gov- 
ernment if they did so, and to my 
mind this is responsible for 
some of the men going absent 
| without leave.” ON 


National Defense Headquarters 
remained definitely silent on the 
matter and refused - any further 
information. as 

It is common knowledge that 
General Pearkes has not been 
seeing eye to eye with General 
McNaughton, the trouble dating 
back to the Dieppe expedition, 

The Pacific GOC was under 
fire some time ago when five of 
his senior officers expressed pub- 
lic opinions on the conscription 
issue contrary to military regu- 
lations. An investigation was 
made but the report was consid. 
ered here as a whitewash. 

The trouble among the draftees 
in the Pacific Command aroused 
further criticism of, General 
Pearkes who was in charge of 
the situation. 

Other senior officers have been 
retired from time to time but this 
is the first time an official state- 
ment from National Defense 
Headquarters stated that a gener- 
al officer commanding had been 
relleved of his command” mh 


though the saving clause “at his 
request” was included. 


States O 


Major Gen. G. R. Pearkes V.C, D.S.0., M.C» 
: ARN nao D.S.0., M.C was ap- 
a, R a Cees commanding in chief. 
gid not meet the approval o 
yeh Gen. Pearkes woul 
‘on the telegram which Thursda 
= longer gommand here, in a farewell message to his 


“By order from Natlonal De- 


% Was Removed at Own Request, 
ttawa; Sargent Commands 


eaaa coms. Rumor Pearkes 


<rief, Pacific Command 


ier by oes OES As Candid ate 


*] deeply regret that circum- 


eons es For Pro,-Cons, 


ately associated with the troops 
hare loved so long, but I hope 
ves Will arise in which 
J can still render some service 
to you, to the men who are re 
turning from the three services 
overseas, and to the country as 
h 

a 
In Ottawa Thursday night, 
national defence headquarters 
ssid Gen. Pearkes had been re- 
moved “at his own request.” No 
reson was given for his “re. 


Re is 56, four years under the 
usal retirement age for home 
establishment commanders. 


foree officer, has not * retired 
‘fom the army, but is attached 
“mithe district depot at—Litile 
Memtin for the time being, 

His successor, Brig. Sargent, 
was in Prince Rupert Thursday 
and will reach Vancouver by air 
=mil to assume his new 
Cuties, 


E wes reliably learned here 
tet Gen. Pearkes had asked to 
be moved if certain recom- 
Tmexitios he made were not 
amiable to Defence Head- 
garters. 


E.C. DEFENCE FACTOR 

Though the nature of the 
in moher part of his message, 
Ge Pearkes said that “al- 
though the likelihood of (enemy 
Teid) has diminished owing to 
the Emera] improvement in the 
- F&2tezic position in the Pacific, 
it bes not altogether passed |, 
away. It is therefore important 
that a troops which remain 
on this coast retain the highest 
standard of efficiency 

and discipline.” 
Reports circulating here in 
December that Pacific Command 
a ett revert to peacetime status 
later deer Defences were 
ed Defence Head- 

‘Quarters ) by 


sey feneral's removal Thurs- 
tan: ane as a surprise to mili- 
Theteles here and apparently 

R genera] himself. 
at Gen.- Pearkes’ “re- 
circles, Was exressed in army 


— 


be 
ek 


ra 
Ecneral was in there 


“The 
1 
ote Tight to the last,” one 


Said 


ger detachments in the | €Y 


lands and instructing 
future duties. f 
earkes, known.as the 
br se Who Persuaded the larg- 
dién weer of home defence sol- 
fered „£? active, may have dif- 
ment on e defence depart- 


Ma, 
He 
“this Polated 


them on 
Gen, 


000 alone more than 10,- 
bia for aae left British Colum- 


~è European theatres.” | So; 


D S pu 


Should Maj.-Gen. G. R, 
Pearkes, V.C., be retired from 
the army and enter Politics, 
it would probably be uħder 
the Progressive Conserva- 
tive banner in a ridirig in or 
near Vancouver. 

Though declining to com- 
ment on whether he had Poli- 
tical plans Thursday, Gen, 
Pearkes said he would make 
his home in Vancouver, if re- 
tired, 


One report declared he 
would run as Progressive- 
Conservative candidate in Na- 
naimo in the next federal 
election, opposing Lt.-Col, 
Alan. Chambers, present. Lib- 
eral member now overseas, 
DRAFTEE STAND 


His strong stand on the 
draftee question is typified in 
a statement made some time 
ago that “no man should wear 
the khaki uniform unless he 
is willing to wear it any- 
where.” 

Progressive-Conserva tive 
circles were silent Thursday 
night on whether plans to no- 
minate Gen, Pearkes had 
been discussed. 


7eammendations is not known, |\~ 


Sip TH Oo en 
\ 


, pointing out that u 
€s had spent Monday k 
Coast Range inspecting Pacific | tr 


Npower policies. de 
out Thursday that | air 


d make no direct comment 
y Morning told him he was 


VOL, 12, NO, 251 _ 


ol 


VANCOUVER, B-C., F 


IDAY, FEBRUARY 1 


The Daily Colonist 


Iatablished 1858 


and Publishing Company 
he coom intel ily 


Subscription Rates by City Carrlers 


E 12,00 


tessons 1.00 


xen 
Monthly Sn eer en AT ET maT 
bacription Rates by Mails 
To Canada trier Empire, United States, Mexico: 
ory, E cosinor A E. T 
e 


Jalle Yearly aursesassenmmesoasserossasosoiiassamuhammst asesor assecat 


Monthly aserid asni E 


YÒ All Other Countries; 


advance, 
scribors aro PaRaS make all remittances direct 
to The Daily Colonist. i 
Subscribers in ordering change of address shou 
is, priilenlar to give both old and new addresses, 


Friday, February 16, 1945 


Major-General Pearkes, V.C. 


The resignation of Major-General G, R. 
Pearkes, V.C., D.S.O., M.C., a permanent 
force officer with a distinguished record in 
two world wars, is now announced, and the 
intelligence will be received by large sections 
of the public with genuine regret. Until the 
teasons for this step have been made clear 
speculation would be futile. The trend of 
experienced. and fine soldiers away from the 
present military dispensation in Canada is 
becoming marked, and the public is begin- 
ning to wonder what is the reason for it. 
Men like Major-General Pearkes, three times 


decorated on the field of battle, do not quit): 


without cause. The announcement, made 
first by unnamed officials of the Pacific Com- 
mand, should,be followed by more explana- 
tion at Ottawa. > 

Major-General. Pearkes was a great fa- 
vorite with the officers and men of the 
original Canadian Corps, C.E.F. He won the 
Military Cross, the Distinguished Service 
Order and finally the Victoria Cross for,out- 
standing courage and daring in the Great 
War. Between wars he became attached to 
the permanent forces of Canada with field 
rank, and volunteered immediately for action 
at the outbreak of the present conflict. He 
was chosen to command the new Canadian 
First Division, and served in that capacity 
overseas until the Autumn of 1942, when he 
returned to Canada. His appointment as 
‘General Officer Commanding in Chief of the 
Pacific Command followed, and that post he 
has- filled with distinction and credit ‘since. 

In his capacity as commander of Canada’s 
defence problems on- the Pacific, General 
Pearkes earned’ and won the respect of all 
with whom he came in| contact. On his 
shoulders largely fell the onus’ and respons- 
ibility of organizing adequate civil and mili- 


.,tary defences in the West, at a time when 


there was in all truth some need of them. 
With the services, and three armed services 
were correlated in that effort, he became ex- 
tremely popular; and with the general. public 
not less so, Until more official explanation 
is given the public will remain in the dark, 
and, what is more, confused by this con- 
tinued drain of good men from our war 
effort, What does it mean? 

ke FL 


4 
i 
5 
$ 

i 


ete 
one nservative , 
_ the Third Annual Meena) 
Dominion 
vative Association, 
Jast evening. 


at 


Pro- 
a 
t j 
Progressive Sone? i 
Ottawa, 


We are now in the sixth year 
of the greatest war in human 


o-—— mii i aiian 
| soundly rebuked by the voters 
| he appealed to for election, But 

n | the people must not be misled 
| by diverting propaganda 

whether of a blundering or a 

skillful type. 

, The man who gave that ans- 
wer to my challenges has 
proved by his record that both 
his licies and his announce- 
| manta, are unreliable. Let me 
| refresh your memories, 


t 


| history, Insofar as Canada is | General McNaughton jis the 
f concerned, this war has been run | man who took the efence port- 

one Party, It is a , fottio from ‘colonel Ralston, 
B by Party which | Those only offence — and for 


and gross favouritism in 


das shown rank discrimination | 
its 
choice of those who must risk 


which he was disniissed by Mr, 
King—was that he asked that 
trained reinforcements be sent 


their Jives in battle. The question | from the only available source, 


whe Canadian people must 


k j: sA things ... 
jams (I saw overseas) told me. 
Saw and talked with mon ha t 


of the highest category; 


the parents 

Had any 
you would have s 
more strongly than 


home with me—they 
in 


the way 


es. 
What can those men who have 


been given a month's leave after 
five Jone war—what inust 
they feel when they see remain- 


img here in Canada tens cf thou- 
sands of home draftees who 
bave never heard a gun fired in 


conflict? : 
Permanent Leave 


It is time we removed the 
scales from our eyes and saw 
Not only should 
ew men now on leave who 
bave becn away five years be 
alowed to rem2in here but the | 
wastly greater number of five- 
year men Dow cverseas and not 
on leave ought to be given it, 
and it ought to be a permanent 


clearly. 
the 


leave 


Jt was with this picture vividly 
in my mind that I spoke in Grey 
language 
there Is there one among you 
As 
I said there, I am not given to 
But when young 
(Canadians told me that they had 
gone without adequate trained 

ve 
Back 
home that they needed not only 
trained reinforcements but the 
assurance that the nation was 
behind them; when I saw them 
back of the line after three or 


North I used plain 


who would have done less? 
strong werds. 


reinforcements, when they 
me the message to bring 


four or five years of the abnor- 
mal envircnment of war and 
mearly two years of battle, I 
would have been made of stone 
bad I not spoken clearly to the 
mation they had left. I would 
have failed in my clear duty had 
I not spoken for their need was 
great and the ume was short, 
and heavy fighting lay ahead. 
And Grey North gave its ans- 
wer to their call. And in that 
answer it gave expression to the 
naticn's will. It spoke in words 
tbat none can fail to under- 


And in that stinging rebuke 
lo the Government's unfair call- 
up, its doublé standard army 
Walem and its wishy-washy re- 
mforcemest plan, Grey North 
tpoke not for itself alone — St 
poke the innermost thoughts 
if tbe nation as a whole, And 
wy that veice, the men who are 
m the fighting line have been 

because they koow 

øw that no matter where the 
rovernment stands, no matter 
there their former Commander 
‘ands, no matter where Mr. 
ing stands, no matter what poli- 
tricks he may indulge In; 

t Grey North's” voice they 
low t the heart of the peo- 
è Ís sound and taat the nation 
U find a way to correct the 
ques of the past and stand 
its fighting men. 


b $ Flouts Parliament. 


bt wey ci econ fs forcue 


» even though Mr. King 
oses to ignore it. He not 
‘Ignores the verdict cf Grey 


th but be flouts Parliament 
defies public opinion 
out the country. 
r. King wants to prove 
he believes in democracy, 
1 change bis unfair and | 


Swer is whether we are to have | 
from this Ume on a measure of | 
equality of sacrifice or whether 
pore to aye A RUR LOR of 
nation and favouritism in | i 
matters that affect the lives of | MAG, said, the 
mearly every family in the na- 


young Cana- | 


he 
ranks, with N.C.O.'s, with junior | 
Officers, and with field officers | 
and 
they made me fce) a warm glow 
for their youth and courage, for 
the land that bred them, and for | 
who raised them. 
of you scen and 
talked with those boys as I did, 
en even 
did in Grey | 
North. You too would have car- 
ried the message the boys sent 
y ed no 
favors, but they felt they were 
(memed to nae assurance of all 
È e he of 
E Seamed intorcements, for the 
ting ahead was to be bitter 
and there were to be heavy cas- 


an- | Mr, King’s Home Draft Army, 
General McNaughton is tic 
man who misled the nation 


when he told the people that the 

District Officers Commanding 
so-called volun- 
tary system would work, In 
this, he simply didn’t tell the 
truth, as rigadier Mackar- 
lane's letter of resignation 
I | clearly showed. 

General McNaughton is the 
man who, on November 22nd, 
said the principle of the draft 
for overseas service Was no good 
and who, on November 23rd, 
supported it. He is the man who 
went into the Cabinet to pre- 
vent the sending of drafted men 
overseas and who stays In of- 
fice to carry cut a policy of 
sen some of them overseas 
—a icy he has said time and 
again he doesn't agree with and 
is basically wrong. 

General McNaughton ts the 
man who, at Camp Borden, on 
January 10th said his concern 
was not so much for men as for 
supplies. Yet at that very time 
he knew that more than 6,000 
draftees, on being warned that 
they were to be sent overseas, 
were absent without leave. At 
the very moment General Mc- 

Naughton made the statement 

that reinforcements did not con- 

cern him, but supplies did—at 
that very moment, in the hands 
of editors across the nation was 

a censorship directive respecting 

the matter of men absent with- 

out leave. heTre have been dis- 
orders and men had deserted, 
but the Government's orders 
were that the facts must not be 
| published! That censorship di- 
| rective was issued on January 
2nd. The censors issued jt at 
the request of the Department 
of National Defence, General 
McNaughton’s Department. Yet, 
eight days later, with the facts 
from the public by the 


so 


hidden 
censors orders, General Mc- 
Naughton told the press at 


amp Borden that men were not 
fis  emcern: but only supplies 
were. . 

| Flat Contradiction 

General McNaughton is the 
man who, to get himself elected, 
told people of Grey North that 
ships were being torpedoed ‘day 
by day,” and so unnecessarily 
gave anguish to the parents of 
troops who were about to go 
overseas. His own colleague, the 
Minister for Naval Affairs, re- 
pudiated this statement by a flat 
contradiction. 

And that is the man who tells 
you that what I sald at Meaford, 
during the Grey North by-clec- 
tion, is a “diabolical untruth. 
Let us Jook at the facts. 

At Meaford I did make certain 
statements. I shall repeat them 
here. I sald that General Mc- 
Naughton employed the dicta- 
torlal powers of censorship to 
hide the truth from the Cana- 
dian people. I said it was only 
thanks to the freedom-loving 
press of Canada that the truth 
was forced into the open. I said 
you would not have known the 
truth even today if the freedom 
of the press had not been 
asserted. 

Then I went on to say,—and I 
quote from that speech, because 
there ls no excuse for the mls- 
representation it has been given, 
This Js what I said: 

“You know that more than 
6,000 draftees deserted on being 
told they: would proceed over- 

seas. Let General McNaughton 
tell you about those who were 
sent over, Let him tell i what 
happened. Let him tell you ihe 
whole sordid story. Let him te 
you why some of those men ar 

rived n, Britain without thelr 
rifjes which they are expec! 
have. Let him tell you about 
how they threw thelr rifles over- 
board. Let him tell you how they 
they threw AMMU 

: ‘board, L im tell 

ruth, whic condemnation 
of the complacency, the Jack of 
Jeadership, the Inept mishandling 
of the entire manpower problem 


in this nation.” 

What I said at N 
eral McNaughton calls a “dla- 
bolical untruth.” Well, then, let 
us h the truth. Let us have 
the facts and nothing but the 


feaford, Gen- 


Text of John Bracken’s Ad 


“Since General McNaughton Dbe- 


came Minister of Defence, That 
enquiry must be held In public, 
the people the 


open to and 
press, The Royal Commission 
must hav powers to enquire 


into every clreumstance of enll- 


ing up compulsory allocation, 
desertion, Nselpiine, disturb. 
ances, and movement of reln- 


foreements overseas, since the 
resent Defence Minister look of- 


ice. Anything less Wil leave 
the people in doubt nnd our 
Jads overseas uncertaln ns to 


how the ‘strength of their units 
is to be maintained, As long 
ns a real effort is made to do 
this quickly, and the enquiry ls 
kept free from political Inter- 
terence, all. the essential Inform» 


ation ‘could be obtained In a 
very short. time, 
For tar too long thls Govern- 


ment has been permitted to 
hide behind security regulations, 
When facts the public had a 
right to know were demanded, 
the Government kept, them 
shrouded in secrecy, using the 
excuse that It was not in the 
ublic interest for them to know 
he truth, or that there were 
reasons of security for keeping 
them in the dark, 
At the beginning 
when troops went overseas 
without proper equipment, the 
Government refused to permit 
the facts to be revealed. The 
reason for that secrecy was not 
the welfare of our troops, but 
protection of the Government 
that had bungled. 


The Hong Kong 
Expedition 


The same was true of the ex- 
pedition to Hong Kong. In that 
expedition, men were sent to 
fight a vicious ane crafty enemy 
without even their basic train- 
ing completed. And when the 
people demanded the truth of 
the lack of training and of the 
sending of men without proper 


of the war 


equipment, once again the cen- 
sorship regulations were mis- 
used. 


Yet the Government blocked 
the facts. And the only reason 
that they did so was to hide 
their failure, their inefficiency, 
their mishandling of an expedi- 
tion that cost so dearly in lives 


menaci e 
whole civilized world. 


of young lads and in the even 
greater numbers who now lie 
in a Japanese prison camp. Had 
the Government permitted full 
light on the whole situation of 
the Hong Kone expedition, in- 
compctence would have been 
exposed, faults weuld have been 
earlier remedied, and hazards to 
young lives would have been les- 
sened. 


The C.C.F. Setback 


There were many other les- 


sons In the results of Grey 
North, many in addition to the 
ones I have mentioned. ‘There 


were not. only the lessons taught 
this government on its two- 
army system, on the unfair 
call-up, on reinforcements, on 
the p’ecemeal draft, and on 
General McNaughton, there was 
also a lesson on the C.C.F. That 
pariy suffered a severe set-back. 
Its candidate lost his deposit. 
He got less voles in a by-elec- 
tlon of Nationa! Importance 
than the C.C.F. candidate got in 
the Provincial election of 1943. 
And that set-back was for good 
and obvious reasons. s$ 

The record of the C.C.F. party 


Rane ee 3 
TRE MONTREAL DAY | nä 


dress 


he changed his course and y 
with the Government In Neue 
lution of confidence, And later 
in Grey North he and his oc. 
apeakera told the  publle his 
party was nol In favor of full 
conscription for overseas aervice 
What stock can anyone take in 
the Judgment or pronouncemonig 
of that party after such twist. 
Ings and sall trimming ns ‘hat? 

Nhe GG, waa repudiated 
by the Grey North voters he- 
enuse the people of that ridin 
knew that Fores war record, 
and had no confidence In Its ad- 
ministrative capacity. No 
minute conversion could cover 
up the record of a party so en- 
meshed in Jsolationism, and 
whoso polley In pre-war as in 
war years has been so bad, both 
for the nallon as a whole, and 
for the men oversens, 

Playing Politics 

The lesson of Grey North with 
regard to the C.C,I*, ls clear for 
all to see, When-the most prec- 
jous thing of all was Involved 
the llves of young Canadians do- 
the firhting—the C,C.F. Jet 


A 4 ustes 
s tion. 
eh crimina! 


last a ple f 
tlon cn: e and 
ft th n gutyiv' 


dissena co 


flo control, Bul to ca 
ity, Lo deliberately fo Mrs 
loy which tums one race poh 
another, one type of unl) 
mon against another 3 
turns the soldier agains 
civilian, and the fighter â 
the war worker and the t 


in 

politics determine its course, for- | of its heritage. ít has 
getting that in time of war | its spirit and ita love ovo] | 
nothing matters so much as the dom by resisting aggresl F 
safely of the men who are | two terrible wars within 
locked in deadly struggle with | ter of a century. At th Y 


time, ıt has shown outs 
capacity on Its farms,’ 
factories, in its research 
tories and in its schools 
fices. It remains but * 
and me and our eleven 
‘associates to accept in} 
one standard of respo" 
from sea to sea, one me: 
equal sacrifice for all—} 
or three or four, It rem 
for us to make of this nard- 
one nation of Canadians, >, 


the enemy in order that we at 
home can live and breathe as 
free men, in a world of free 
men, 

The C.C.F. now. says it is in 
favor of conscription for over- 
seas service. But it was only 
the angry voice of the nation de- 
manding help for the lads who 
needed it so much that caused 
the change of heart. It was not 
a conviction on the part of the 
It was only the C.C.F.'s 


a> 


C.F. 
font of the nation’s voice as it less of race or creed or ety Ke | 
Tose louder and louder, insist- | calling, all its citizens -e De 
ing that reinforcements be sent fore the law—equal in 9) in 
to the men who needed them | ity, equal in responsib)¥y ani 


times of peace, 
sacrifice in days of war, 


—_________—_".~- 
_ THIEF A GENTLEIAN + 
WINNIPEG, March 3-(C-PAg 
$The bandit who held UP ve 
Sherbrook pharmacy 
hesdey night and escajed Mi 
$150 after taking a sho! ali a 
Mildred Gin, a clerk, at ear N 
x panaman, He jtelenbory $ 
ast night to apologize, 
wes out. “Tell her fm song 
The CCF. was repudiated In |took a shot at her,” he said, 
Grey North and Mr. King was |inz down the recel 
shown the handwriting on the 
wall, This country now looks to = 
the Progressive Conservative | 
Party for bold and courageous | 
leadership and that leadership $ 
we must not fall to give. ? 

The Progressive Conservative 
Party from its inception in Win- 
nipeg in December 1942, has not 
deviated from the course there 
laid down on the whole matter 
of manpower. It has stood for 
a fair, not an unfair call-up; for 
one army, not two; and Zor ade- 
quate reinforcements. 
< Why is it that there ts so 
much bitterness and recrimina- 
tion in the nation? Why is the 
so much disunity at a time when 
we should have the greatest 
unity? Why is there a feeling 
of frustration in the hearts of 
some? Why a feeling of cynic- 
ism and latent bitterness in the 
breasts of many I so recently 
visited overseas? 

The reason to me {fs simple 
and clear, It is because instead 
of doing what was fair in the 


that made it trim its sails and 
reverse its course. 

The voters of Grey North 
knew the C.C.F. war record for 
what it was and is a politically 
expedient one, totally inconsist- 
ent from beginning to end. So 
do all others who have followed 
that party’s course during the 
bitter years of war. Its course 
on manpower has been even 
more reprehensible than that of 
Mr. King’s. 


faken since Hillc> marched into 
Poland. in 1939, Is enough to 
condemn jit in the eyes of all 
Canadians interested in victory. 

The record of Mr. Coldwell 
and his party Js clear for all to 
see. It is written In the C.CF, 
reports, in the House of Com- 
mons Hansard. and in the 
speeches of C.C.F. Jeaders. 

So little did the C.C.F. under- 
stand the menace of the forces 
that had set out to conquer the 
world that the CC.F. opposed 
the sending of any_men, even 
volurteers, to fight Nazism. No 
exneditionary force, even of vol- 
unteers, said Mr, Coldwell. And 
that was not his view alone. It 
wag the view of his whole party, 
as he himself stated In the 
House of Commons. 

Even_as Jate as May, 1940, 
when France had fallen, when 
the dark forces of aggression 
Were so overpowering, when the 
Nazi troops were singing that to- 
day they would conquer England 
and tomorrow the world efisyen 
then Mr, Coldwell oppose 
ing any men, ev 
were volun ; 


How: could a government be 
trusted that would be made up 
of men who opposed Canada 
sending volunteers to help our 
partners resist the might of the 
German war machine? What 
trust can anyone have In the 
judgment of the C.C.F, when in 


rid's darkest hours 
one of the WOrlG's CATRS ‘sending 


call-up for the fighting forces, 
instead of a policy with some ap- 
proach to equality of sacrifice in 
the winning of the war, instead 
of keeping that great objective 
in sight from the beginning and 
before ‘the beginning, the Gov- 
ernment has insisted on playing 
regional politics in a matter 
Where human lives were at stake 
—insisted on Playing off one 
Part of the country against an- 
Other, for no more worthy end 
than partisan Political advan- 


tage, ‘ 
Divide and Rule 


Divide and r 
King's policy. 


one pection of 
knows uman resources f, 
been drawn upon unfairly, have {as 
tian. eiviization trea one Chris: 
lon fro ji 
ther se EF me 


abstentio ‘ d later bi 
n from war 1nd later b 
the Government's reversal to the 
compulsory draft, By this devi- 
ous course this section of the 
nation has been left misunder- 
stood and misrepresented before 
the world and before history in 
the Breatest human crisis of al] 
What greater 
can there he 


condem 
of anv ndemnation 


Text 


ee 
i FOLLOWING is the text ot 


Prime Minister Mackenzi 
3 King’s nation-wide radio apash 
| given Jast night: i 
o] We have al 
heartened 


Aa pan greatly 
cent weeks by 
iae news from the fighting 
= We have been no less 
gp by the unmistakable 
Purpose of the Ali 
Pations, so strikingly htm 
by the Crimean Conference, 
As Canadians, we are prouder 


ever of the splendid 
potievements ot our fighting 
‘Orces. At the Moment, we feel 


larly proud that the 
RS 


many, just as the First d 
C ts distinguen Es Canadian 


To al 
ate aor you wh 


our 4 y ts bees 
fanest Support an ‘ans, S te 
tons and reinforcem: T 
reinforcement Is aver ane 


more than amply filled E 
the neads anticipated by the told 
commanders. ` 


Speech Aimed to End 
Many Uncertainties 
Recently there has bee! 
speculation’ as to the An 
ments Plans for the coming 
SBS Jans orezuo 
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s FOLLOWING are highlights from 
the Premier's speech to the 
nation last night: 
AN y 


lt ts our Krst duty to giva the 
tullest possible Support to our 
fighting men. All other considera» 
tions should take second place, 
YA a 


l wish to give the most positive 
assurance that our army is recely= 
ing the fullest support in arms, 
Munitions and reinforcements, Tho 
reinforcement Pools overscas are 
more than amply filled to meet 
the needs anticipated by the field 
commanders, 


*¥ S 


l am Perfectly sure the People 
ot Canada do not wish a Beneral 
election before the European war 
is over, 

® Bey 


lt is obviously in the national 
interest that the general election 
should come at a time most favor- 
able to a dispassionate considera- 
tion ot the proposals of the differ- 
ent political parties, 

+ ey 

Victory Loans are an all-im- 

Qortant part of Canada’s war 


|| Peulze əy? Jo Uso pue udu 
941 Jo Juəwurmw}Tə}zve ae 310] 
“Woo Əql 07} oF ƏSLALS Sy} Jo 
eles ƏY Woy Spaaoord [Ty 
a POIO aq gia 
fay} pue ‘epez maa. "304 
TWO əseies əy) Apou 
spunod gg 4[3}euxorda | Jo 
a{pung € əsey nod uays pue 
Suscezasau pjo Inos ases 
eN} UIA 0} 71073ə sepeue uy 
Pəpəəu st 7; asnzoaq Jaded 
Sit Aojsap you op asvat 


HOHT ŒM sy 
Ideg sL seç 
> 


(+ 930g uo panunucg) 


8 ms SY y soneg sJəumodjys 
'dn-yuəsq Bujias 
Əy} Əə10Jəq sqof ysef ajay} Jujop 
OLB uIWYIOA pug pəzeldtuoo ynoqu 
are quod uf sdyys aoyjo ə Jo 
Syofew əy} uo sapedar AULA 
‘mno saoz o9; ayy uəyA 
Apvad wyg avy 0} odwə)} Iau) dn 
Bulddojs 219M UJWJIOAM pu ‘sujseq 
no šupy Ul uopajdwos iwau aw 
S1Ə470 [S ‘SABAN ay} JJO djis 0} 
Apvas sajys Aue i ‘sau youn 
J0 Ja}Jetw oY) Ul Jujads sjy) p104 
L 343I PINOA [VIUN IVY} pjes 
s4əpijng 'sdiųs peavu puu oyt 
uo səyəno) Zujųsjuy 94) upna 
Afisnq o1B spresdjys s eənuoy 
* syBoqoy{{ PUV sayoiey JO doz 
ay} Woy mous BusduNp Ksq aac 
suayjo pue ysnz Jo uopenunose 
S,UOSEƏS ISV[ JO padvsos puv Poddsyo 
sans oy} ZUMOJ Ie saos 
dujids yo Su3!S JO AlUDJU pupy 1, NOA 
ssep osoy] JUOIJIOVAN Əy} UOV 
Suyadg Jo sysys 
«’JJO-JS¥d,, 0) SOOD 
əwp əy) UaYN Yorq way} IUS 
uy paqvadxo SI ANJ p Əm pur 
sqol’ }Uasaid IIU} 07 ,,WaZo.J,, IIAN 
uosgos Ise JO puo əy} 910704 SdIys 
pavoge S10[jes 'IDADMOH “padudaad 
uəəq Apvarte aAvy Bujuado oy Joy 
uojjeaudaid uy sysj[ SUOL PUv Sot} 
-u3 {No-Zudayys, SNOPVA 3) OJUY 
AVM Jay] Buypuyy WV SJOS oq 
-p[noa\ pue saojres JO SUOZOp DULA 
-oud ay) JNoYysnosy) SUsoa pole st 
uosvas sayjour Jo und Suyuado a1} 


F] sorp oym ‘10}/SJ}A IU) Possnid 
Subu l nuəprao apne spice 
-1aəg  '3£əq SI OP OF wiy Buy 
-AJop vous SPBU 94I UJ pəyžnvļ 
puu əuəjyðu; JOU SUM aL 
uew dn-ploy əy} Plo) preusag 
‘ųsep s|4 1940 puey 0} pavusog 
pòyse pue und v pajind wou) 10} 
=|SJA ƏL HUHP IOS V oy pƏASU 
pug uəwys qes? sq posou 
qyBju ISB[ H20[9,0 xS J8 OYA. ueu 
` dn-pjoy 2q-Ppinom ¥ jo wnq 
pinba out yosdn ‘jaars pusulod: 
Gi catenin n i 


sapere sete ot 


UsYyA\ JOTES JO SsUla AdvAa JO snid 
-1ns V 0} JUsod SUOJVIIPUs Iud 
‘yea, ay} up Afava ooujs Arjsnpuy 
oy} pand¥jd yoyyA\ wajqord JoA\od 
-UDU OY} Sf ‘s[BIO}JJO Uou s,uoUL 
-ƏS 0} Jupo ‘Bod sjy; 90H 
*1a]J8 UOOS ALO][OJ [ipM SAOD Oop 
our pue Apos sdyys J94} Ujof 
-34 0} poyoodxo are 4104 ay} UF du} 
-4əJujm saaya UO SadeU|Sug 
nua? JOJWI. 


Highlights From Speech 
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sible to, predict tha courso of tho 


wor, 
MOA N 


It nhi intention of the Gove 
ermment at tho forthcoming ses- 
sion ta ask for appropriations only 
for thd perlod tiom tho beginning 
of the; now fiscal yonr through o 
enera| election, 
| A A 

It W vital that Canada should 
ba ablo to apoak (at tho San 
Francisco Conferance) with o cloar, 
strong and united volce In world 
altotrs. 


oom 
It Ja desirablo that the Cana- 
dian delogation should go to San 
Francisco with an assurance of tho 
widest possible measure of support 
from Parliament, An oxprossion of 
such support will be sought ot the 


forthtoming session. 
Non 


It Is not going too far to ox- 
press the hopo that before the 
close of the San Francisco Con- 
ference organized resistance in 
Germany will have been crushed, 

eRe 

The Governor-General has to- 
day issued a proclamation sum- 
moning Parliament to meet on 
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Discussion Needed 


Given n readiness by the dlffor- 
ont parties to bo-oneraiae ge 
Government felt that the {Ime 
avilable for n session would be 
ample for a conalderation of 
war mensures The presenco in 
the Housa of Commons of the 
Minlater of National Defence 
wna regarded by the Govern- 
mont ns casentin{£ to an informed 
discusslon of war appropriations, 
The by-election Jn Grey North 
was brought on solely ` for the 
purpose of making thls possible, 
The Government assumed (hat 
such n course of procedure 
would be welcomed mem- 
bora of nll political partles, 

In view of the result of the 
by-election, the Government had 
grave doubla ns Io Whether any 
useful purpose could be served 
by having Parliament reassemblo, 
Wo ave serious consideration to 
an Jmmedinte dissolution, but 
concluded It was our duty to 
hold firm lo our resolve to avold 
n general election, Jf at all pos- 
sible, While the war ogainst Ger- 
many continued. There was al- 
ways a remole chance that a 
sudden break might have en- 
sured an end of the European 
war carly enough to permit a 
genera] election before the Vic- 
tory Loan, Until last week there 
was time enough for an election 
to take place Petore April 23. 

We were further convinced 
that the people would not wish 
an election campaign to be 
fought out in the House of Com- 
mons while the men overseas 
were fighting for their lives, 

The Government, however, 
never lost sight of the fact that, 
unless Parliament voted suf- 
{ficient money to finance the 
war, and the ordinary expenses 
of government over the period 
of a general election, It would 
be necessary to use Governor- 
General's warrants for these 
purposes. Such a course the 
Government was most anxious 
to avoid. 

A measure of interim supply 
is required to bridge over the 
pericd between the end of the 
present fiscal year and the open- 
in7 of a new Parliament after 
a general election. For the pur- 
pose of obtaining the necessary 
appropriations, the Government 
following sound constitutional 
ractice, has decided to call 
arllament Into session at an 
early date. It is the intention 
of the Government to ask for 
appropriations oniy for the 


‘period from the beginning of the 


new fiscal year through a gen- 
eral election. 

It will be for the newly 
elected Parliament to vote the 
Appropriations necessary for the 
full fisca] year up to March 
31, 1946. So much for the fin- 
ancial needs of which through- 
out, the Government has had to 
take account. 


Conference Is Aimed 
At 
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Guilty Rifle 
Thrower Gels 
18 Months 


Culprit Identified 
As Pte. W. H. Smith 


-THREE ARMY CHIEFS 
< FOR HABEAS CORPUS 


Another Soldier, Not Draftee, 
Seeks to Quit Army 
by Way of Courts 


i t Mr. Justice Fabre Survever re- 
> served judgment yesterday on the 
merits of a petition aski that a movement to England. 
the military authorities to compel 
them to liberate Laurent Vezeau 

f from the Canadian army. 
; This is _the third petition now 
` pending in Superior Court on 
| which freedom from military ser- 
Į vice is demanded on behalf of sol- 
diers alleged to be physically unfit 
for army training; but in the in- 
stance of Vezeau, Gerald Fauteux, 
KC. representing the military au- 
thorities, told Mr. Justice Surveyer 
that the soldier-enlisted in the Can- 
adian army and was not a draftee. 
: The Court reserved its decision 
SE on the merits of the petition after 
i ag Mr. Fauteux submitted four 
e k grounds on which he said it shou'd 
b be rejecied. First, counsel argued 
_ that the Montreal court had no 
= Jurisdiction because Vezeau was 
detained in barracks at St. Jerome 
in which judicial district the peti- 
tion should be presented. Secondly. 
the petition was directed against 
Maj.-Gen. E. J. Renaud, Col. Bros- 
_ seau and Col. Echenberg, and coun- 
sel contended the petition could be 
valid only against the commanding 
officer actually detaining the 

soldier. i 

In the third place, Mr. Fauteux 
said the petitioner, Henri Nolin, 
- | Jacked valid status in the case. In 
the petition he did not claim au- 
thorization to take action or allege 
Uhat he was a relative or friend of 
the soldier. Lastly, counsel declar- 
ed that the allegation that the doc- 
tors had erred on certifying that 
ezeau was physically fit for milit- 
ary service could not be accepted 
as a reason for the issue of a writ 
of habeas corpus. If there was a 


=E 


don, Eng. 
Statement Given 


ings Smith said: 


received it the night before. 


kit bags on board ship,” 


the United Kingdom.” 
Bracken Charges: 


campaign in Grey North, 


Hon. A. G. L. McNaughton, 
fence Minster, in a subse 


- grievance on medical grounds, the cNaughton's “unsup- 
proper course to take, Mr. Fauteux cept GO emeni” and that he had 


argued, would be by way of a 

or amnilitary ppeard or feet 
vision of report o; i 
h aea "condition: LtV ezean 
3 f celo, attorn > 
tioner, replied that any. jor pe 
the Superior Court had ‘jurisdiction 
to order that a writ of habeas cor- 
pes be issued; that the petition was 
egally directed against three com- 
j mand: ng officers, as there was un- 
certainty which of the three offi- 
cers named was actually detainin 
te soldier; that where liberty o. 
e subject was restrained any cil- 
izen was competent to seek rem- 
edy through habeas corpus, and 
the Superior Court, counsel con- 

pudad. was competent to pass 
pdgment, in the light of medical l 
evidence, ọn the physical fitness of 
individual who had been en- 

led for military service, 


ister. 


today that Pte. 


announcement. 


, nts AAG t : Vie A 
MeN augh on. r 


Fully-Trained Reserves Available 
Says Minister, Answ oring Bracken 


OTTAWA, Maroh T1G.P,)- Ton, A Q, z 
‘Atinister, Sid m a statement today that throughout WA feinte 
| 


| numbers.” although they were not UNA ù 
most, and that at present Infantry unite aro UA" 
substantial Mthy~-tramed and fit peserves teal tor batt 

m a statement Tonying to charges N 


Conservative national leader, th 

© thrown thelr 
jand that lnforwemont 
N 


OTTAWA, March 5 — (C.P) — 
Defence Headquarters announced 
last night that a field general 
court martial in the Unite King- 
dom has imposed 1S months’ deten- 
opt tion on Pte. W. H. Smith after he 

pleaded guilty to charges that he 
threw his rifle and two kit bags 
into the sea during a recent troop 


ìt of habeas F TT Pai The departmental stalement, 
pe corpus issue against! which did not identify Smith fur- 
ther, said the information was con- 
tained in a message received at 
Defence Headquarters from Cana- 
dian Military Headquarters, Lon- 


The announcement | sald , that 
during the court martial proceed- 


“On Jan. 2, 1945, as I was cross- 
ing the golank, embarking on 
the ship for overseas, I deliberately 
threw my rifle and two kit, bags 
overboard. I figured the military 
police would take me off the boat 
when I did this. I do not know the 
number of the rifle, as I had just 


following day I received my ‘two 


In announcing the court martlal 
findings, Defence Headquarters 
said the “most careful Inquirles 
have been made both in Canada 
and overseas; there is nothing to 
indicate that there was any other 
incident of the kind described dur- 
ing these movements of troops to 


During the recent by-election 

John 
Bracken, national lender of the 
Progressive Conservative part, 
said drafted men had thrown the! 
Tifles overboard en route overseas. 


statement, termed Mr, Brasken’s 
remark a “diabolical untruth, and 
said the one man who had thrown 
his rifle and equipment overboard 
had been appropriately dealt with, 
In addressing the annual dinner 


mission to conduct a Dron investi- 
vation into reinforcements, deser- 
Koni and discipline since Gen. Mc- 
Naughton became defenco min- 


Helens srry sue 


from Sidney, Vancouver Island, 


BC. 

"It now js revealed that the 
soldier in question Is K-574552, Pte, 
Willam Harold Smith, Sidney, 
Vancouver Island, British Colum 
bia,” said the defence department 
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MoNaughion Defence intal ington wi 
boar T i not heraus Wey thron nen Inte 
' in total the kea nat berans ihe 
f a Canadian Army Overeena were “adeguato ms ing but woltiona, At 
ments for t NY o whera they wert wanted Ld W wak bacausa thay \ugned 


o “Tully relutorced” with A 
to na required, k 
Y John Makon, Tanant 
mocomling overen 
moun ine vitles overbontd 
Dy oveneear 


MeNaigh> 


J * 
neir viflea ty before (hey left Can 
tan ant evelv new lane over, 
ROAD, wil o ihe ort nal netaa taek 
darllen paltar 
or tine hy Sur Taatagrawting Army 
in trainin. mi io 
More recently, their TIAM 
of ihe lateat mark, have leas Med 
nding 
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vaw Inadequate, Gens 
ton mado these polntat 

1. One wman bomding a troop» 
ship dan, 2 thew We Nhe and 
Kit from the Ran plank in the 
mistaken hopa tha nis action 
would keep tin dn Canada, evon 
t in detention, “Pils was 8 aingle 
Isolated Inchtent, J 

Y. Rolnforcomente were ades 
quate throughout 1AA wut {et 
after the Juhe 0 Invaslon, ot Bus 
ropo, betoro ito wag possible to 
transfer adminlstratlon machinery 
and depots to France somo unita 
went “ emporarlly ghort becuse 
Sf various Meldents, such as long 
lines of communteatlons, whieh 
happen to every army In a great 


with them, but many pomm 
off care have range Ay ian y 
arma be bouwer ant 

ahipa nvagasine oF hola with one 
equilpmveny not, required on ; 
voyage, The riea are re » bee t 
at the port pt duen rkatig \ A 
nt a depot in tha United Na 
dom, i oes 

he yearoy for thja arr 

lh Author eed for Ne aake of 
conventonee, WIL be underatood T 
any man who hag crosses nee 
erawided troopaltp duet thla Were 
ov the dast, Tan sire Linen’ 
Aro dhoso amon Me Bracke 
advisors who oou new 
Ma questlon ani ao, perhap cAr 


battle, s n ve of 

[ee ee idt Saunaa mothan  iagne havo veen avolds 
| ho text of Gon MeNaughton's N Wargod 

| statement. follows i= Annorance Chara Ram 


` avo been 
There munt who could have 


yl Min, LOO» 
osa 19 the ignoranco ahown n 
Mis Brackonin Mohallonge te 
other 
o tell wh seu unte the | 
of the ‘demanda oe. 
win military hoadaunttong a 
London alice took off ce 
Minister of National Defences iint 
‘They could have told Win k 
m war you do not ask for men MY 
Ihe same way nt you might on a 
sSend ua A doren iypowrite 
moa hurry’ You qo not 
Nemandss? You ostinato, to 
yest of humant ability, 
DAM palgns 
since Mente wil require so WW W 
Wen, and of WHAT anma and trades 
vnd | special 
yYonths or more ahend, 
after, you revise yout 
avory Month or even more otto 
to Deng It closer into Vive oviti 
aovelopinonts as thoy Occurs Nut 
ihe maln needs mual bo known at 
Joast a halfevear dn Advance, ao 
that tho training proRrmume ul 
homeo pray bo adjuated, to voqulros 
ments Wvory properlysorgantaed |! 
amy in the world soeka to Work 


yal way, 
wy y Crisis Avortod 


Although last autumn I sonnet 
that a erisia In rolhwrorcomonta 
night possibly occur in Janury, 
that crisis did not become a reallly 
in the fleld. The anxtety last fall 
Jest wo might not have | enough 
(valved mon in Warope for tla 
spring's campalgns vas removed 
by tho measures takon and by the 
PrORrOSN of ovonta, ` 

throughout Vdd, rely foree: 
sents woro adequate ino total 
Numbers, but thoy wero nol 

Mwaya where thoy wore wanter 
most, Just after Dedny, before | 
was possible to transfor the ad 
nitnistrattve machinery and thy 
that between 15,000 and 18,000 depots to France, some Unita wok 
Canadian troops had thrown thelr |, temporarily shor’, and aome me 
rifles overboard, Denials, how- |) OFtlvtng at unite did not have wh 
ever prompt, could not erase the apecial training those unita ý 
blot on Canada's prestige, which ji qulved and with the rapit nady N 
Ul then, thanks to her war ef- as the lno of communtoate 
fort, was at the highest in her lengthened, there were pentane 
history, Inovitablo delaya In forwarding e 

1! 


On Friday evening, John Bracs 
ken of the Progressive Conservas 
tives repeated u statement whieh 
has done more to injure Canada's 
reputation than any other polit 
keal propaganda employed Auring 
the war, 

(Mr, Bracken nddressed the ans 
nual meeting ol the Dominion 
Progressive Conservative Agsocla- 
uon last Friday night) 

He sald agan that Canadian 
troops proceeding overseas had 
thrown thew rifles mto the sea, 
He sald that he stood by that 
statement, Tho last tine he made 
it, Jt was being blared forth M 
hours later from the Nazis’ front» 
Tne loud-spenkers as a taunt de- 
signed to undermine the morale of 
Canadian troops and create dls- 
sension between them and thelr 
Alles. Fortunately, we had been 
able to ascertain the truth of the 
case quickly and pass It on to our 
men before the enemy broadcast 
the falsehood. 

The truth was simply this: One 
man boarding ono troopship on 
Jan, 2 threw his rife and kit from 
the gangplank im the mistaken 
hope that his action would keep 
him In Canada, even Ie m deten: 
tion, This was & single Isolated 
Incident, j 
(Defence Headquarters an- 

nounced Sunday that, Pte. W. IL 
Smith af Sidney, B.C. had beon 
sentenced overseas to 18 months’ 
detention after pleading gullty 
to charges of throwjng Is rifle 
and two kit bugs Into the sea dur- 
ing a recent troop movement to 
Britain.) 

But John Bracken’s RrOss xag- 
geration was quickly snatched up 


stimato, 


and re-exaggerated, The Gormans |t 
used It for propaganda, nnd It | 
Was ‘spread among our {riends as |! 
Well as among our enemies, ‘The |! 
United States Senato was told |) 

l 


The damage was Irreparable; Inforeoments while! 

the unvarnished truth of the Ins (holy turn in nieh, had to tn 
significant incident thal lay bo- Such Inckdents “hanpa [ranapa 
hind the Bracken chargo was army that over rent eve 
there for all to read. It should battle, The relntoren Me a pie 


Cente may 

of thom may arri Carters 

place or else atrlve fat tla 
Unfortunately, nt Mat 

long before 1 look office ae 

one officer usod auch a Tea W 

cldent to misrepresent nck 


by any man In public life that, 
however honest his mistake, he 
had harmed the reputation of his 
country and her armed forces, 


i 
| 
i 
\ 
( 
i 
have been an occasion for regret fi in readiness, DUL oo 
1 
t 
( 
{ 
Charge Repeated i 


Instead of vogrol, there has the whole br Publ 
come from John Bracken A repo. Canadian proar: situation in wh 
tition of ne charge, With a cons] \ ao Important pa were perforny 
soquont additional tarnish applied qrornlve Coin part, and the I 
to Canadas’ honor, We nro doling Prompt to ENL nativo party 
what we can to offset I by ros and explolt inas on hla statom 

or 


party ends 


eating the ganai ond avon res fe 
easing particulars 0 he one hond 

poor offender's court-martial and milan OF Sohodulo 
sontence, but we cannot hope that lo Agu party is till endo 
this will counteract the further of wO from It the lan” 
jwanton damage done to our ndvanta ema to he a poll. 


g A 
J direct lvona ne hr} 


L me make this clear again, i 
The most caorelul enquiries have challenge, Our r rao) 
been made, both In Canada and progran is fuititieg etor a) 


{pian and in fael 
Ar 


Patched 
schedule, The 
fe rvally! 00 
then SA eae 


ment 
WW 


overseas, ‘There Js nothing to ins recor ir 


dicate that th vox ony other f 
bat, | of ‘the. kind Hescribed ; 
s. AaS p 


Army today Ws fully s 

(he voinforeema ey ba ti 

Our infantry Unita u: fu) 
Lb, \ Ww 


Infar n 


nano dt) sue 
echon Is — (Star) 
wa Net respondent) — 


+ draftees are to 
Canada’s army 

A ific war 

n Army 

< against. Japan 

et entirely of 

i) ical contro- 
portend yer, ihat which 


rt to limited 
arace ot Son last, Novem | 
Oversees 07 
der. the general elec- 
Germany's defeat, 
ly July next, 
r and how con- 


u 
aner 
eat’ 


æ Conservative 
annual meeting 
unanimously 


“parliament, “Gordon 
. Qeusition leader, made 
ravaa. Oeresive Conserva- 


as to drafte 


|] 
been official) 
L. Mac- 


Canadian 
tici 


ona r 

cial heska; whether army | 

units wale on a similar basis, 

but the fe iption is that all 

branchs"“@the armed forces 

would tema common basis. 
X 


orce Involved 
t) 
t 
army units to par- 
‘Pacific war, it has 


is further under- 
nment believes no 
ibe encountered in 
ate volunteers for 
ms In the Pacific 
Tiption of draftees 
necessary for that 
amy procedure for 
pointed out, would 
ñ the Government's 

ion if necessary, 


Placed Conservative 
learned today that 
e to have advice 
dian and United 
itticers as to he 

d o an Army un 
Drent again Japan be- 


dither ad decide the point 
to yittters only would be 
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oh gland: ln Elizaberh Montizamoort, 2 agourt y altered; 
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ing papnerentatlve, 30-40 Ludgate Mine Eondon, Bed t, and his 
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Ork: loony 802, 19 W. 

PN Advertising Represa atya An eal teapóaa to the message addressed to him by the 

; i volera, 


ee Deliver BSCRIPTION RATES, Mr. Bracken has not receded an Inch from the 


N 


12.00 year: 
nea as He ea per year; $6.00 six months; position he took al that ime. If anything, he 


and US" ng Outside carrler delivery areas in Canada | spoko eyon moro strongly Inst night than he did 
per year. anand, a British Possessions abroad: 40.00 during the election campalgn. He repeated the 
Der Year, MW Surêpe, the Orient, elot $24.00 | staloments ho made then, and he now challenges 
Members Audit Bureau of Cireulations, the Government, by the appointment of a Royal 
In a free country there i Commisston to Investigate the reinforcement situ- 
Sree 1 
mere, in a despotic tate Pees ‘te Wt ate hena allon since General McNaughton took office, to 
Suffering, —Caruot, | lol the Canadian people know the truth, 
MONTREAL ae y Thore Ja little reason to suppose that the pres- 
SATURDAY, MARCH 3. ent Government, Jn its pressing difficulties, wit) 
DEEDS sp ; accede to this domand. But the challenge to 
F à TAK LOUDER THAN WORDS, rovon] the facts Is a vallid onc, and St is on that 
erime Minister W, L, Mackenzle King in his | ground that the Conservative leader has based 
radio address yesterday evening appealed to tho | 5/8 latest approach to the issuc. Into the Grey 
Canadian people to abandon their strife and diyl- North result he reads a natlonal demand that the 
sions and to give hin, thel isa government's unfair call-up, its double standard’|_ 
This s n thelr united support. army system and ils wishy-washy reinforcement 
i upport was asked for on two grounds. | plan” must go. This verdict is being ignored by 
n the first place, the Government, he says, de- | the Government, Parliament is being flouted and 
oe united support from the people because It ree Sait a sant fhe octet tandard 
as consisten ht id E anada doesn’t wan e double-standard or 
“even the ia fe tg ayoid Ceontroversy =| he piecemeal draft,” he declares, and he pro- 
cuse” for controversy, claims.the course he has set himself is to rid the 
In the second place, the Government wishes | nation of the discriminatory two-army system and 
the cooperation of the people in’ its strong desire | “Creating in its place a system that is fair to all.” 
Not to hold a wartime election. ‘And avwartine It may be that the course of events will operate 


to ho 1 t P 
election is undesirable because Grey North has Bee ae eee, e e post Lan 
illustrated how elections can divert attention from | nonetheless he has made a powerful appeal for 


the critical needs of the war. More than this, the | the restoration of frankness and honesty in gov- 
sons of Canada “are fighting and dying as Can- ernment. The confidence that was shattered by 
adians without distinction,” and Canadians ought | the crisis of last November has never been re- 


E KE i $ covered, and recent events have confirmed the 
to, follow thelr exemple by obliterating wartime l'opinion that it lll ooo be repaired in the life 
distinctions at home. 


of this Government. 

The excellence of the grounds of his appeal is The title of the Conservative leader’s address, 
admirable. There is obviously nothing better than “Equality of Sacrifice or Discrimination and Fav- 
that a people should be united in the support of | °Titism?” is the keynote of its appeal. “There can 
its wartime government, and that this govern- be no unity when the burdens of war are unfairly 


laid on any section of the country,” is the theme 


ment should carry the people through the war that pervades his message. “Equality of respon- 
with such. basic satisfaction that there would be | sibility and equality of sacrifice are both essential 
no wish to express discontent in the usual demo- | to the unity of any nation, whether in peacetime 
cratic procedure of an election, or in war,” but the Government's policy has led 

But in considering the Prime Minister's speech, | to gross injustices and divisions which have under- 
the true question is not its apparent excellence | mined the unity of the state, he believes. 


“but its inner consistency; not its eloquence, but 


Mr. Bracken has taken,up where he left off in 


its genuineness. And when the speech is exam- | Grey North. Having taken a firm stand there, he 
ined, neither its consistency nor its genuineness | does. not propose to abandon it, It might have 


remains as its most remarkable feature. 
v 


à 


been hoped that he would have availed himself of 
e $ this opportunity to expound the lessons the cam- 


The Prime, Minister says that his Government | paign held for his own party and to warn against 
deserves united “support because it has consist- | the dangers of over-optimism. But with his gen- 
ently sought to avoid strife and controversy, It | eral thesis that the Government's conduct of the 


would seem that we have here an impressive | nation's internal affairs has exacerbated the 
divergence from the facts. For the essential problem of unity only the prejudiced can di 
Ra teen Y 


i olicy that his Government adopted and 
var Ti a adhered—the policy. defining the 
unequal terms on which men should share the 

rifices and perils of war—has been at the very 
sia f the bitter strife and the deep divisions 
ees come to characterize wartime Canada. 
Prime Minister now asks for united 
on the ground that he has sought always 
te unity and wishes to continue his 


that have 
Yet the 
support 
to promo 


onciliation. x 
worka AOA is the second ground of the Prime 


og —his desire to avoid a wartime 
Minister's appen o might in itself be commend- 
elec om eed there would be no serious desire 
able. urgent occasion for a general wartime 
and no if the people of this country were as | 
elect on, satisfied with thelr wartime Govern- 
by aF are the people of Great Britain. 
ment, as however, is not the case. The Canadian 
such; i is not construct on non-partisan 
Govern ile js a development that the Prime 
lines, ge steadfastly resisted. The very fact 
Minister King found it necessary to make yester- 
that Mr. ] reflects the dissatisfactlon which his 
day's appear ent has provoked. No less strik- 
r t the extent to which it has lost ty 
ap po ate of feeling among the | 
ouc: $ 
Canadian people. al use, oF 
ting Grey North as an illus- 
Certainly dara ERTA taste. For he cites I 
tration ao as an example of how aljenlen may | 
j be diverted from ‘it P neei He 
happens, howeVer ey North by-electlo a 
fo change d minister: de 
i as determined to change de- 
stream. ana ae S ean because em 
fence mn te have as his defence minister a man 


determined adhere as closely as possible to that 


~ d A RMY 
esire of The London ps 
‘Telegraph that Uniteq Kin, ea maty y 
gdom troops 
receive full public cred 
it for their 
share in the great offensive Now proceeding 
/ wst of the Rhine, the Canadian 1l 
h People wi 
o Da in hearty agreement. When dispatches 
mention the First Canadian Arm pa 
y the cor- 
respondent cannot always take tim 
e out to 
explain that, that army is not wholly Can- 
& adian, any more than when he mentions the 
; British Eighth Army in Italy he can bo care- 
ful to explain that it is not composed wholly | 
of United Kingdom troops. 
But to say that the First Canadian Army 
Ys composed 75 per cent of British troops and 
25 per cent of Canadian, docs not make it 
any the less the First Canadian Army. This 
process of adding troops of other nations to 
national armics has been going on ever since 
‘the war began. The famous British Eighth 
is a composite army, containing Indian, Can- 
adian, United Kingdom and, at times, New! 
Zealand and Australian troops, but it has 
always been known jn dispatches and 
gained world renown as the British Bighth 
Army. We do not know that at any time 
since the desert campaign, or even then, 
it has contained a majority of United King- 
dom troops. We do know, however, that it 
contains a Canadian corps, and that that is 
| ame of the reasons why the First Canadian 
Er Army on the Rhine does not contain a higher 
B proportion of Canadian troops. 
4 Ross Munro, the Canadian Press corres- 
pondent, clarifies the status of the First 
Canadian Army when he writes that “for the 
Northern Rhineland offensive General Crerar Tarna DAVIA Cate, CCE. Rouyn: 
had under his First Canadian Army command | Lib. Mercien Henri Drouin, Lib. 
: number of British n vua, on. J. H. A. Paquette, 
z- a a tin Fann Minister of Health, Dr, J. A.| |Populaire, because once you are in 


Leclaire, N.U. Charlevoix-| [tae Axis you are there to stay, and 
biggest force ever led by a Canadian general.” | | Saguenay, Maurice Hartt. Lib, St.) |the Nazis are there to stay with 
An army is a flexible unit; it does not con- 


Louis, Jos. Filion, Lib., Lake’ St. | you 
tain a fixed number of unit formations and 


Conscription Provokes 
Heated Debate at Quebec 


Entire Sitting Devoted to Issue; 
Motion Deplored by Liberal Speakers 


By Henri St, Piorre 
Star Stalf Correspondent 

QUEBEC, March 1—The whole afternoon In the Legislative As- 
sembly, yesterday, was again devoted to tho vexatious question of con- 
scription for oversons service, Apart from two or three speeches worthy 
of special mention, the silting was marked by points of order, the sub- 
mission of an amendment by the Liberal opposition sponsored by a tor- | 
mer Speaker, Hon, Cyrille Dumaine, a vote agalist a decision o 
Speaker Tache, declaring the amendment out of order, which vesulted 
in the Speaker being upheld 46 to 33 ,n majority of 13 for the N.U. forces. 
The Bloc members sided with the Government, while the C.C. mem- 
ber voted with the Opposition, The ©&———————. maa 
House adjourned at six o'clock, till 
this Werth 

No less than 23 menvbers parti- 
cipated in the hectic debate on the 
Liberal opposition amendment and 
the decision of the Speaker as to 
its being out of order, The parti- 
cipants in order of precedence 
were L. P. Lizotte, Lib, Kam- 
ouraska, George C, Maner, Lib., 
Westmount, Dennis O'Connor, Lib. 
Huntingdon, Hon. Onesime Gag- 
non, vincial Treasurer, who 
led the House in the absence of 
Premier Duplessis Hon, Laurent 
Barre, Minister of Agriculture, 
Hon, Leon Casgrain, Lib, Riviere 
[âu Loup, Rene Chalouit, Hon. 
Valmore Bienvenu, Lib, ' Belle- 
chasse, A, Lesage, N.U. Abitibi, 
Hon. Omer Cote, Provincial Secre- 
tary, Andre Laurendeau, Bloc 
leader, A. Lemieux, Bloc, Beau- 


Oanada Inporiltod 


camo the ‘alr ralds on 
Buta, Mr. Marlor sald, People In 
Canada who dared look in the 
future know that unless Britaln 
could hold oul, the exjstence of 
Canada ns on Independent nation 
wag in mortal danger, 

“Those days seem to be a long 
way back In our history, and we 
are apt to forget the state of ap- 
yrehension in Which wo then 
lived,” Mr. Marler sald, “Fortun- 
ately the Nazis decided against an / 
invasion of Britain and turned; 
their attention eastward. Rumania 
was invaded, and a few weeks later 
Italy attacked Greece, A month 
later Hungary, Rumania and Slo- 
vakia ‘joined the Axis,’ and I may 

» remind the Honorable Member for 
Quebec County that ‘joining the 
Axis’ is not like joining the Bloc 


John, and J. H. Plourde, Lib, “In January of the following 
Arthabaska. f year, 1941, Germany and Russia 
Marler Denounces Motion renewed their ‘pact of friendship’; 


purposes particular " in March, Bulgaria also ‘joined the 
ier, H a bs ae battle AN: be | In outspoken terms, Mr. Marler Axis,’ and on April 6 — no doubt 
‘enlerged or diminished, For the North Rhine- jSaid he had no hesitation in voting 


lof-the: Greeks, had to evacuate 
both Greece and the Island of 
Crete. Again it was a case of ‘too 
little and too late.’ On June 22 
Germany — no doubt as a mark 
of the friendship which she had 
renewed in January — invaded 
Russia, and soon the Nazis had 
overrun the remainder of Poland, 
the whole of the Baltic states and 
a very large part of Russia. The 
tide of war continued to rise and 
fall also along the shores of North | 
Africa. 


j inst in. prier to rescue: their grar 
jland battle the First Canadian Army was ||&sainst a motion whose only result riends — the azis _attacke 
X was to show Quebec up in a bad Yugoslavia and Greece. The Brit- 
enlarged. It might have been enlarged by light to other provinces and ish, who had gone to the assistance 
American, French, Polish or other national pbroad, without giving š m pic- So 

r n o. e part playe ue- 

troops, but E was, in fact, enlarged by the ||becers in the ware Á y Que 

addition of United Ringdom formations. But | In fostering the impression that 

bt ined the Fi jia y Just as, | Quebec is not doing its share, “the 

1S remain' = Canadi ` | |author of the motion is ably sec- 

| [inthis war, the British Eighth Army retained || cnded by other extremists in Can- 
H ‘that name in dispatches and, in the last, the ada. But is it not time to call a 
{famous United Kingdom divisions retained halt and to direct our energies to- 


| wards vindicating th ‘00. e 
EF | their name despite the addition of Canadian g the good nam 


of oun iprovince? ane Us stop talk- 
; FES: ing abou ow the Federal Gov- 
| | Corps troops Particular engegements. ernment should conduct the war 
and instead show how we are do- 


ing our share and will continue 


ree to do so,” said Mr, Marler Release Sou F 
E a rer. ght From Pledge 
bs ea Member for Westmount sald Bel | ,,December of the year 1941 wit- 
j Sense of Mili || would not go back t a ere e wy OS E 
A of Military Honour or even the 1914-18 conflict to ex | [Japanese on Pearl Harbor and 
the declaration of war by the 


ain his views on the motion now 
efore the House, 
“In September 1939, when the 


| 
j Le Droit (Ottawa): A spirited debate is} 
ltāking place in the Quebec Legislature over 
jsouscmption for overseas service. The atti- 
[tude taken by Lt-Col. Sauve, who recently |/ Parliament of Canada assembled 
returned from Europe, is worth emphasizing. || to consider a declaration of war 
Here is whet the member for Two Mountains || against Germany, Mr. King, the 
said: “This motion condemns a decision of the || Prime Minister, promised in the 
[Minister of National Defence and blames the || Frere ake povernment ee 
[Prime Minister of Canada for having applied || cverseas service, Later events: un 
“Conscription for overseas service. An officer | happily, explained why Canadian 
camnot refuse to obey and must not discuss] policies had to be changed gradu- 
a decision of his superiors. I belong to the] ally, to meet the necessities of the 


= P hour. ¡their attempt to reach the gates 
Canadian Army and General McNaughton is “The invasion of Poland, which |of Alexandria. It was in, these de- 


its supreme head. During the last» Federal | commenced without warnin pressing“ ci 
a ‘ed Sep- g“ circumstances that Mr, 
session some officers voiced their opinions, | tember I, 1939, was completed a King and his Government decided 
but that was upon a question then under j|a very short time and on,Septem- |; to appenl to the people of Canada 
study. Now, the decision is taken and |ber 27, Warsaw, its heroic capital, in order to be released from the 
executed. I have already given my opinion, {was surrendered and the Polish |; Promises which had been made to 
_ 2nd I will one day discuss this question in the | campaign was virtually at an end.|: them in September 1939. 


E ix Then began~a-pe: of compara- |. “Followi th i ; 
eat of m erience gained during «ix B, comp b ollowing the pebiscite of 
i Sate on e PENA ¥ E tive quiet and when the Federal Apri 27, 1942—the resuts of which 


si My attitude íS election was held in 1940, no doubt wae 
_ ane of obedience to a rule I am forbidden to unaware of the events ahead, all sapee the A Peano now: 
_ depart from.” ‘The conduct of Lt.-Col Sauve 


political partles promised that they peated section 3 of the Nati 

fn ‘this discumion is that of an officer and would not resort a2 conscription] Resources Mobilization eae 
ae Aa pps ae his duty rana; ae eral Party was returned to Ottawa sere Sat the pose oe he ae 
: ani re jary m, we Dna in March 1940”. ernment no longer existed and the 
tains in the Quebec repre He belongs Reviews Events Government became free to send 
to ‘the National Union t “He is, more-|. Mr. Marler reviewed subsequent any person of the armed forces to 
cr at party. , events, the invasion of Norway, any place In tho world that to it 
+8 former Conservative whose father was| Denmark, Holland, Belgium an seemed advisable for the efficient 
Minister under Bennett after having] Luxemburg. Later again, Italy prosecution of the war. 

‘Deen for many years a leader of the provincial] declared war on France, just when d 

live party in Quebec. Politically, the Germans were invading it from 


In July of that year—1942—the 
he might 1 te em tide of battle turned, and the 
e bay o 0 ii e north. ` 
_ pation in this pacea eons ee In the face of such crushing re- 


United States against Japan, Ger- 
many and Italy. The months 
which followed’ were the darkest 
days f the war .The Japanese 
captured Hong Kong and Singa- 
pore, the Dutch East Indies and 
the Phillipinés, and threatened to 
overrun Australia, while the Nazis 
continued their forward march in 
Russia to the gatés of Stalingrad, 
The combined forces of the Ital- 
ians and Germans commenced 


Nozis were halted but a few 
verses, Mr, Marler said, the Cana- Nee her of 1882, the E 
polis another conception of military honou dian Government intrd@uced and landed. in ‘North Netw ee 
authority. He did not imitate the cond obtained the adoption of the Na- 1943 the Nazis and their Itali 
of those Anglo-Canadian officers who/Uonal Resources Mobilization Act Allies had been expulsed trom 
e Major-General Pearkes, played politici!in June 1940, whlch authorized the 
h the question of conscription for overseas|GOvernor-In~Council to re jiire Canadian Part Lauded 


Tunisia, 

service while still a member of the Canadiar| Dêrsons to place themselves a T shal j 
my. The attitude of Colonel Sauye offer; disposal of she p aovernmen y subsequent events, quicky over 
“# lesson to the clique of Anglo-Canadial| for the defence of Canada and the fresher in our memories, hut I 
Olonels who tried to lead the Governmen|efficient prosecution of the war, would like to remind you ut a 
r he nose, and who, wittingly or wnwit|but with the restriction that these portion of the Canadian Army 
0] persons would not be obliged to periclpates in the invasion of 
erve outside of Canada, Sicily In the summer of 1943 and 
| somes A astray tab and 

; : ave two 

; fighting on that front. visions 


I would remin 
other Canadian lv sion. 
pated In the Invasion of 
atl helr nohlevements in } 
citing around Caen, Falaise and | 

Arpiquet wilt fo down In history 
(he may Justly take great pride n| 

elr record as they faught {rO 
the benches of Norman y 
through Belgium, to 
and ater to Holland.” 

IL must be admitted, he contl- 
nuod, that the number’ of casual- 
es In-the various operations was 
for above those estimated and 
phat, therefore, the question of re- 

nforcementa became of vital im- 
/Portance and not to be considered 
as an academic question, 

‘heso motions, Mt, Marler sald. 
have no effect excopt to create | 
elsewhere in Canada, in the United || 

tates and abroad fhe impression || 

tho war || 


that Quebec Js making and 
Made no contribution fo 
effort of the nation. 

Most of /the other members| 
spoke only for a few minutes. | 
either on the point of order raised || 
against the Liberal amendment or | tug 
on the Speaker's decision. L. P. 
Lizotte, Member fop Kamouraska, || 
said that he would vote for the 
motion because of his Opposition 
to conscription for overseas ser- 

Deplored by O'Connor 

Dennis O'Connor, Huntingdon, ; 
said he regretted that the subject 
had been Introduced In the House | 
at such a crucial moment in the 
world conflict It would not 
change the decisions taken at Ot- 
tawa by one Jota, because the lat- 
ter were founded on: information 
,completely lacking in the Legisla- 
tive Assembly, and would help toj — 
maintain the rupture in national || 
unity brought about by recent | 
events, 

Mr_/O'Connor sald he was against 
conscription for overseas service, 
but he felt that the decisions taken 
by the central government, with 
the membership fully alive to the 
necessities of the hour, should be 
respected, and the Legislature of 
Quebec be kept within the bounds 
of its jurisdiction. 

Futile Says Hartt 


Maurice Hartt, Liberal, Montreal, : 
St. Louis, stressed the futility of || 
such motions as that sponsored by | 
the member for Quebec County, || 
aimed at hurti the Premier of 
Canada, the head of the Canadian 
Government. If the House meant 
only to declare itself once more 
against conscription, he said, the 
only fair way to do it was to sub- || ` 
mit another motion against that | 
policy. E 
Mr. Hartt» remarked that Mr. || = 
King was not any the leader- of es 
the Liberal party, but the head of || 
the Canadian Government, chosen || ~~ 
by the elected representatives of || — 
the people to direct the adminis- || — 
tration of the country. He might || ~ 
disappear by death or resignation. || 
Who would replace him? Whoever || 
would be chosen would stili ‘be || = 
speaking for the Government of 
Canada. Therefore a motion dir- 
ected against the head of a Gov- 
ernment by name was not only 
ridiculous, but injurious to the 
majority for which he was acting. 
Dumaine Submits Amendment 
Hon. Cyrille Dumaine, Liberal, || 
Bagot, submitted his amendment 
asking the Federal Government to 
return to voluntary service as the 
only means to win the war. Con- 
scription, he comed b peen the | 
ult of an infamous racy 
against Premier King. Mr. Dumaine 
claimed his amendment would 
enable all anti- oonscriptionists 
to vote against it, without intro- 
dùeing a political element in the 
motion. S T m 
n. Onesime Gagnon, for e 
Gee nE claimed that the 
amendment was out of order, be- 
cause, he said, it would mean, if 
adopted, the full abrogation of the 
motion. This point of view was 
| sustained by Hon. Laurent Barre 
including the Bloc 


thers; 
ano ia while the Liberals main- 


ained that the amendment wag |, 
E eais in order, citing the rules 5 
of the House to support thelr con- || 
ention. t 
' Hon. Adelard Godbout said that 
the amendment aimed only to ask 
the Federal Government to return 
to the system of voluntary en. 


stment, ip 
Meher a number of speakers haq |} 


xpressed 
Teche decided that the amendment 
was out of order. s Ing was | 
aled against, with the i eaat. 


that his decision was sustalned, 


‘the Swashbuckler | 


AND fit explanation of the retire- 
ca of Major-General Pearkes from 
FE ot ane rs met by the ap- 
; of Hon. J. G. Gardiner, minister 
et agriculture, as the government's offi- 
Oe aracteristie choice, Mr, Gar- 
a jcal swashbuckler of the old 
i an SY things that more re- 
: School, members Of the government 
Eee pt ould not and dare not say, 
That 5 precisely What Mr. Gardiner 
\ has done in sleging that General Pearkes 
N Sas nein running as a Tory ever since the 
Se sartei end that his officers had urged 
not to enlist for general service 
t perch they Would be helping the 
; a ware malignant distortion of Gen- 
4 Pearkes’ War Service in general and 
i ere the Pacific Coast in par- 
4 gould not be easily imagined. Of 
ei work in general his record speaks for 


i 
C) 


s| the totals for those perlods.) 


Cee een 


Disclose Grand 


Ottawa, March 9—()—A revised 
Compilation today of official res 
cruiting figures showed that in the 
last six Months enlistments totalled 
$9,090 with, 25,028 coming from the 
general public, 11,056 from. the 
home defence arny and 3,006 from 
the reserve army, 

(The Canadian Press last night 
erroneously reported these Nguras 
as 30,799, ` 19,579, 9,174 and 2,040, 
respectively, These jower totals res 
sulted from the use of weekly 
average figures for the five wooks 


`| ended September 30 and the four 


weeks ended Octobr 28 Instead of 


Enlistments for the six weeks 


>| ended March 3 totalled 10,813, high- 


6 Months Canadian AER E 
Total of 39,090) 


est figure for similar periods dur- 
Ing tho Inst six months, Recrult- 
ing from tho reserve army, | 


the previous high of 730 for a fives 
Week periods ended Seplember 80. 

Following corrected table shows 
enlistments during the lasi six 
montha: 


Neaorve 
Public Army NAMA, Tote 
Five weeks 


i io 
over, totalled only 000 compared toj- 


ll 


i 


ended Sept, 30 3,070 735 1,010 6,220] 
Four weeks 

ended Oot, 20 3,192 doo 702 4,420 
SIX weeks 

ended Deo, p 5,223 697 9,040 9,400 
SIX Weeks 

ended Jan. 20 5,276 408 2,404 8,177 
SIX Weeks 

endod Mar, 3 7,523 680 2,6)0 10,013 
Totals... 25,028 3,000 11, 30,090 


itself, As for his effort to persuade the | `! 
s to enlist for overseas service no 
-F man cou have labored more assiduously 
~ Ẹ. than Geral Pearkes to perform that 
de hopes wk. Here again his recorded 
FP work ani deeds give the lie to the slander 
“E Mr. Gariizer has uttered. 
; It is for Premier King or General Mc- 
-$ ‘Neughtm w unsay the words of the min- 
_ F ister d apiculture and to give the public 
f a ful ai ink explanation of the circum- 
-| stame wer which the services of one 
-| of this emtty’s greatest soldiers have 
been dese] with. The people of Can- 
ada wil kcotent with nothing less. , 
Om explanations should have im- 
medisy inllowed the order relieving 
Gene Parkes of his command. They 
‘were cbi for before J. G. Gardiner 
launti bs scandalous allegiations and 
in mæ astent degree they are called 


2 


LondonFurore on Canadian Army 
LaidatDoors of Ottawa Ambition 


By L. S. B. SHAPIRO 
Canadian ist Army onj First Canadian Army, . 
March Ey Wireless) ory. this would, provide canara 
k5 of e over the com- | with credit for its military e fore 
ocito the rae dian Army—set| When Lieut.-Gen. Andrew | Me: 
LAT compat oe a ag Pai- Naughton re 97 the envisioned 
ria P : ; d 
ei moe c = te ee roits ‘St using. for western Europe the ent 
3x3 tish Canadizy the inevitable re-| tire Canadian overseas comm: 
ult Sing the at insistence upon | of five divisions, | 2% 
ssu ime wma of a full army V hninimum entitled to 
t tbf ion's nyo Ottawa knew the arest minimum 
pomi western wata] contribution 
fall tar campaign 
200d fetus? ort of justifying 
T “tne conaif nothing to do 
c te, nor 4°! Canadian re- 
p49 Spility of gives it reflect on 
A $ 


with the 
e 


ide divisions. 
ond Fitin Divisions and the F. 


al H. D. 
to command 
bh in thee ful” Canadian 

er pet 5 th, m 
e with eatre was com- 
ited and déguste reinforce- 
complain Das been ng 
Prieta oter, GST 


the Secon 
en a corps. 

e er not deter the ouwe 

planners when d-front p n 

were being discussed. They re 

considerable pressure on the 

ish War Office 

dian Army—tb 

mand post in sê: a 

to carry a title into 

British, Polish, Dutch, 


Czech fo 


eralding the 
‘estimated {et to the exploits 
f 22 and three cae British div- 
Zor gault patenty 7 
E -1E that Ge 


DESERTER CHECKS © 
PROVE PROFITABLE 


Examination of Papers at 
Local Railway Stations 
Said Satisfactory 


ea olte Mih X faa 
s Male! travellers of military age 
using the railway stations for their 
Montreal exits and entrances yes- 
terday had their credentials checked 
and the initial yield justified the 
undertaking to the extent that it 
will be continued, it was learned 
last night at R.C.M.P, headquarters. 
The move accounted for thé appre- 
hension of a score of army desert- 
ers, It was stated. i 4 

With the R.C.M,P. and members 


gether, civilians of mililary age 
arriving and leaving, were halted. 
Though primarily in, search of de- 
Serters, they also had*to deal with 
en who did not possess their 
national registration cards or whose 
military discharge papers were not 
in ‘order. Men who were outside 
the(age limit were not intercepted, 
No, congestion resulted from the 
checksand those asked to produce 
their papers did so willingly. | 
This action is another step in the 
Intensified program to apprehend 
army deserters. The program start- 
ed a few weeks ago when Federal 
and military police visited dance 
| halls, night clubs and ice cut ng 
| operations where men are engaged 


without having to 
NSS. formally, go through any 
upt. Josephat Brunet, of 

Quebec R.C.M.P, division, found the 
work had proven its value, Inspec- 
tor W, M. Brady is in charge of tha 
Montreal raids and Inspector Frank 
Zancth, of the outside raids. Lt. 
Cor arap geen, MG. assistant 
Loa a » 18 In charge of the 


enanrn 


of the Provost Corps working to- . 


THE FRONT PAGE H 
Behind ` 
The Riot 


OOS talk by demagogues, reckless of the 

truth so long 48 their personal profit could 

be served, has flowered in a riot at Drummond- 

ville, Que, Only the coolness of the police 

under stress prevented open battle and fatali- 
tles, 

Free specch within reason is permitted in 
this country, But free action countering the 
Law cannot be tolcrated in any country, Whe- 
ther the Law Is approved or not does not enter 
into the question, Even Sf it were clearly uns 
just, which it is not, the duty of the citizen is 
to obey ít under protest, and strive legally for 
its amendment or abrogation. 

The moment violence begins privileges of the 
individual end. The duty of government is to 
govern. If police are under orders to carry 
out the law they should be supported to the | 
last limit against all disorderly elements. 
Otherwise government is contemptible. 

The Toronto Star denies that the Drum- 
mondville riot was “an outburst against the 
Canadian Government's vacillating conscrip- 
tion policy,” as it had been termed by one of 
the injured reporters; the Star says it was an 
outburst against conscription, by whomever 
imposed and in whatever manner. 

No doubt it was, under the immediate cir- 
cumstances. But it was also the product and 
result of vacillation by governments of Can- 
ada over at least the last three decades. For 
this trouble showed itself in acute degree in 
the last war, and it has never been grappled 
with since then. It has simply been ignored. 
On this truly fundamental issue, Canada emu- i 
lated the ostrich, with results now all too 
plain. 

The time to win the people of Quebec to 4 
different way of thinking about their prov- 
ince’s place and responsibilities in Confedera- k 
tion was between the wars, or rather immedi- 
ately after the last one in which French Can- 
adian feelings had been made so evident. But 
instead of attempting this, successive govern- 
ments at Ottawa were ruled by considerations 
of what was politically best for the party in 
power. Even after the beginning of World 
War II, Mr. King solemnly promised Quebec 
that his: government would never impose COn- 
scription, an undertaking he had no right to 
enter into, since obviously he should have left 
himself free to take whatever action the future 
needs of the country might require. 

If a number of men make poor soldiers, the 
fault is almost certainly not in the men them: 
selves but in the system of turning them into 
soldiers. This paper has always felt that the 
trouble with the N.R.M.A. personnel was the 
logical result of government policy, Or rather 
of no real policy. be 

Defiance of the law cannot, of course, 
condoned. But before condemning the law- i 
breakers of Drummondville, English-speaking ? 
Canadians might well search their hearts an; 
ask themselves to what extent their own pusi: | 
lanimity has contributed to creating this situ- 
ation, 


-i 
A 
A 

F 


- what is planned here. 


“Chief, Pacific Command. 


ark 


succeed Maj..Gen. ; 

b e G. 
Pearkes, VC, as General apr 
cer Commanding, Pacific Com: 
mand, temporarily. 


Pearkes, but sald he had ro 
ceived no definite orders as to 


Federal ‘government policy In 
Clin Pacific; 


‘place for Canadian 


Meanwhile, reports persisted, 


today în B.C. political and miò | 
tary circles that Gen. Pearkes | 


would enter Federal politics uns | 


Ger the Progressive-Conservative 
banner, although Conservative 
leaders and the general himself 
kept a shroud of Silence over the 
possibility. 
AGAINST JAPANESE 

While National Defense Head- 
quarters maintained strict offi 
cal silence, military sources said) 
today that cabinet policy on Paci- 
fic Command matters as well as 
the general draftee-reinforcement 
policy caused Gen. Pearkes to 


One spokesman said tht Gen. 
Pearkes wes probably annoyed at‘ 
the apparent loss of his chance 
to lead a Canadian force against 
the Japanese. | 
“CONTBARY TO POLICY” | 

Never ~a~—trewing-T00m ~gen-! 
eral, he expressed the desire 
early in the war that he wanted 
to lead the Hirst Canadian to, 
enter Tokyo. 

Recommendations General) 
Pearkes sent to Ortawa prior to| 
bis resignation are kept secret | 
owing to security- 

Jt was on Ottawa's rejection of | 
these that Gen. Pearkes resigned. 


contrary to the government's de 
cided policy for Pacific Com- 
mand.” | 
“SITTING ON FENCE’ | 

Apparently the government de- 
cided that the danger of invasion 
on the Pacific Coast had passed 
and that maintenance of a large 
Army in Pacific Command was 
no longer necessary- 

It was this Cabinet policy with 
regard to defense with which 
Gen. Pearkes disagreed, accord- 
ing to Ottawa sources. 

Whether or not Gen. Pearkes 
would get another military post | 
was unknown today. 

He told The Vancouver Sun 
that he was eligible for one but 
had received no offers yet. 

At present, attached to Dis- 
trict Depot XI, he is “sitting on 
the fence,” a Pacific Command 
spokesman said. 

At Victoria, report of Gen. 
Pearkes’ candidature is strong 
among Liberals and Army offl- 
cers. 

Conservative headquarters in 
‘Ottawa were unable to confirm 
the report, but expressed hope 
that Gen. Pearkes would run as 
a Tory candidate. 


Brig. Sargent said ho planned | 
_ conversations with eens 


TH 
eee Re 


asiansa s 
repe” 


: General Pearkes and Politics 


neral Pearkes, VC, 1s one of Cannda’s statement, so far as his intentions can prop- 


grehtest soldiers; and it is not unlikely that, ey wa Sine His ed mpg Se 
during t i ‘$ of are doing him a dis-service w ey a 
ring the coming years of peace, he may. it appear that his resignation from the Paci 


make a real contribution to this country’s a 
development and peer He E a fine e aa » an immediate prelude t° 
organizer and a good speaker and has other : 
qualities that would fit him for the public There is a well-recognized method for any 
“platform and the political arena. But, he military man to go political. Tt has been Fre 
can hardly be a good soldier and a first-class Vided by the government that any offic 
political force at the same time, or private soldier who has aspirations along 
The thing for Gen, Pearkes, and his this Jine can get leave, subject to the judg- 
friends to remember is that he ìs still n ment of his commanding officer, to arrang 
soldier and up to yesterday on very netive for nomination and even to come home to 
duty. He has “resigned” from the Pacifie overseas and go campaigning. It makes ane 
~ Command for reasons that are not yet clear, difference which side of politics he is on; = 
~ but which seem to relate to Iriction with the point is he gets leave for this purpose, his 
“Minister of Defense, Gen. MacNaughton, “time off” for platform appearances. is 
S | But he is not out of uniform, He is still four arrangement provides that everything 
‘on rs under the age for retirement. For the clearly understood beforehand. ` 
4 Moment it is said he had been posted to Tt is not usual for any officer to engage M 
N 


os 


Little Mountain establishment. a blow-up with his superiors and then to 
` The story that politicians are telling is quit and go on the hustings. The usage ie 
Re that he will oppose Col. Alan Chambers, not intend that he shall base a politica 
\ ~ MP, for the Nanaimo seat. in the forthcom- career on an official quarrel. Gen." Pearkos 
x jng Federal election. It may well be this is too wise a soldier to be led by anybody 
>. will tum out to be true, but it is a premature into an anomalous position of this sort. 
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ee 
FACING BOTH WAYS. 
t that emanates from the De- 


Gm Maleaghton came close to a revelation in 
is pæ teview of Monday when he was dis- | 
assag te mde-in<ouncil covering the drafting | 
Df N zen. He explained that this gave 
h Besy to send 16,000 draftees overseas, | 
>am extension of the order was neces- 
(reament must have sent overseas | 


eas to join. 
8,008 sm aio were N.RM.A. personnel when | porte would consti 


ti 


Se matter of reinforcements. Let| the war .. ff’ 


t work: and his government to 
t calls 16,000 draftees under | it appears it was not a 
to provide necessary rein- | Frederick Griffin, 


lbe Government has only used up | Regiment, with which 
< 16,000 it is authorized to despatch; | said that the draftees 
F sill to be found—if needed. reinforcements W have 
process can be carried through a |knows in the regim 


i i _|is not, and after the boy 
before the 16,000-figure is reach Pensa cael 


4,000 e 


, er volun 
ship, it is conceivable that the | S¢@5 wheth 


> ? ighting f 
authorized would always be suffi- |adians fighting 


be sufficient. The: 
Be Ne, formations, 
. f her. 

Sy the Government supporters, the ot 


z field of a 
3s true, what of it? The reinforce- m anti-conser 


his 


is the main objective. PAE 
aml, but the political advantages | {þe two army s 
1 ail policy that the Government is ap- Rome: 
eat folowing in this whole matter must be 

the war comes to an end, the 
sill be able to say on the one hand 
thousand draftees have been sent f 
only because of the pressure 
, and on the other hand that 
ally no draftees left in Canada 


ck-door method. A 
âr 
ite elsewhere on this page, Mr. El- 
t of Vancouver, discusses some 
uestion in connection wi 
Li palaasa" of Maj.-Gen. G. R. Pearkes, 
mA te out that the carefully laid ooh 
has miscarried in two respects, fs 
Al the draftees have seen fous 
ause honest officers like Gen. 
Dot be a party to it. 
Asad metbods that the, Gevernnit 
Tuite- cpartment seem to be > 
a keeping with the whole discrim- 
tin Policy that has been practised 
ion! the war. Instead of frankness 
tead of openness there is con- 
Md of a willingness 19 call a spade 
ig SOnstant effort to face two ways 
to satisfy Mr, King's own par- 
ie is 


a 
DRAFTEES EQUAL TO THE TEST. 


been u 
- ent in Ottawa sheds a new ray of Among the arguments that have eee 
wy phase of Canada’ i by anti-conscriptionists in Canada since 
nt @ Ext 1ada’s complicated se i 

rat x problem. Sometimes it takes a, of the war, and more particularly 
x , the path th reinforcement crisis of last autumn, V 
i for the p rough the maze of lackerof: no! use 
SS i iti ` that stressed that draftees would 

pied è Se one, but it is evident | at the front, that they would be unwanted by 

= ee mn nave itso; and we those volunteers already there, and that having 
Soor maè en only wait and hope that the ~ eight, they would 
“hoie petre Will all be clarified some day been forced to go overseas to fight, 
t e lower the morale of the army in X 

Prime Minister King made use of this very 
theme in his famous radio address a the rein- 
forcement question on- November ©. 
“... over and over again it has been said that 
conscripted men would be 
thusiasm by the volunteers 


prior to the 


received without en- 
they were sent over- 
i id that the presen 
ta coed hn a source of division 
and possible dissension in the fighting units. That 

tt highly informative on the face! is nevertheless a risk the gov 
t does seem to give a clue as| to take if it were necessary 
that the Defence Department is| bear her just fhare of the 


ernment would have 
to enable Canada to 
load in winning of 


x then > = anada forced Mr. King 

hypothetical example, and sug Well, tife people arcan da doeg ME TEDE 
very great one. 
veteran Toronto Star war cor- 
draftees have arrived 
heir baptism of fire. 
no new troops ever 
” he writes. 


their notices, 7,000 | respondent, reports that pe 
ae found unsatisfactory for active | at the front and have naa 

Teason or another, and 4,000 are | “And a more terrible baptism 
* © Sgn as volunteers before they | took, or took more splendidly, 


l i i icer 
As a o bard the boat for the other side. The commanding a Gelin wa: 


' into the campaign to get the zom- 


s at the time, 
“were just as good as any 
Actually nobody 
ho is a draftee and who 
s have been in action, 


we have had. 


Aificient pressure is brought to bear > be, All the boys over- 
i t should be. 

jA bound for overseas to enlist before This is as ! teers or dra 
and that should 
re should be no separate draftee 
no distinction to mark the one from 
These draftees, by their conduct on 
ction, are giving their answer to 
ri that 
despatched seas in sufficient tter e ee cig E tioned 
p ae In the ae those who forced the creation of 
ystem for political purposes at 


or their country, 


a 


4 ial text of a talk given by Elmore Phil 
soefThe Motowna i, S aa ialt Vos oh 


News, Toronto,) í d 2 
rout re on this|ecven íf we had to apply c 
THe ple pews (he. dlsmisal, ‘or | tlon ve put ghreush go ute ot 
coas - on a 
disguised’ dismissal, of the Gener all.” 
That was what the political trick- 
EES Cc tu sters wanted {00% The key partot 
car’ ' ware 5 the ull] that scheme, Was to be success- 
We have not gg Bol this| ful, was this. The draftees would be 
story © for unfortunately Generalj| earmarked for overseas service, 
change, js still in the army — still | They knew Mey. were for it any- 
Pearkes is § discipline. That disci-} way. Then—so the schemers’ theory 
under army ig fs from coming] ran—the officers could get the zom- 
Bune pi with the whole story.|bies in a hall and give them a 
righ ou is the crazy lop-sided set-|harangue and show them that asi 
Butfisuct i e that that rule does|they were going to Germany to 
mot pi ent a cabinet minister like| fight and bleed and maybe die any- 
no preven James Gardiner {rom| way, they had as well get the credit 
hennon, grossly unfair and un-| for going as volunteers. 
true attack on Generel esse sos Sees 
The Minister o. gricu s ; ; 
ic — who is| You might say, what a gigantic 
guses, the G-O.C, Pacllie, manene noari What nspocray! hat fee 
— of being the leader of a plot to/actly what it was, The scheme was 
discourage, the draftees from going | designed to permit the present Gov- 
active — that is from volunteer-| ernment to get by without passing 
ing for active service. any more orders-in-council, That 
& a a $ is, as each 16,000 were assigned for 
It would be difficult to imagine a A AE 
more complete and ridiculous mis-| convert~as they call it, after as- 
representation of the facts than this | signment. That would’ give the 
During all those gears 3 when athe Government more leeway. That 
Eemkas Uilerauy ran” himeelt tag: | Would ROE’ tas day, hen they 
nea to do a job that no officer| jn-council making more than. the 
should ever have been asked to do.| original 16.000 zombies eligible to 
That is, he threw his whole heart] fight at the front. 


bles to sconvert i as the saying as es ore Soe ee | 
e this w more success th y 
ala eny other officer In Ganada=ag selves saw through it. These hard- | 

| 


fic Command —, Major- 


i 
a 
a 
a 


~ boiled guys, influence 

the figures themselves plainly show. | yery alever ubvercine: AE 
He did it indeed with so much vigor among them, simply said “they can 
and energy that there were com-|send only 16,000 under the present 
plaints from the politicians who are| order, Therefore the thing to dof — 
Saw raising the howl the other way | is tọ make ourselves scarce for a 4 

Then they said that Pearkes was 
putting too much pressure on the | 
zombies to go active. There were 4 
even speeches in Parliament about 
it—protesting the exhortations to 
volunteer. 

ere is, of course, no. dispute 

about that now—for il is all plain- 

y on the record. But here is where 

€ present dispute arises, 


t ote 


few weeks. Then they will put 
the finger on somebody else—not 
us.” That is exactly what they did. 
The real hard crusty aiban actors 
and wise guys simply disappeared, 
Some deserted outright. The others 
overstayed their leave but were 
careful to report back in time so 
that they could be giyen only minor 
punishment. 

The second respect in which the 
k Government's: scheme miscarried 
e After the reatest public up- |was, that honest officers like Gen- 

eaval that th country has. ever | eral Pearkes. balked at beiug made 
seen, Parliament passed the limited | to carry out what amounted lo poli- 
conscription act. That is, we applied i the party in 
benscription by law. But it was to 

s ied in fact only in bils and 
Pieces, The first instalment called | ing the zombie system, 

Bı aftees to go overseas,|had such disgraceful results as ha 
ut the Government's slick trick |shamed Canada in the eyes of the] 
Was: If they could keep up the dual | whole allied world. 


Now to add insult to auen : 


> 


o 
w 
ked 
ue) 


f 
jated with Canada, Then, he 
ad been called on by Prime Min- 
ister Mackenzie King to advise on 
the reinforcements question, 
He sald he had known certain 
Rae oe f th things were wrong, but ho had not 
{ot mid with b known the situation was as acute as 
f Spinich} with My, King showed it to be. When he 
was asked to enter the government 
he did so with the purposo of seo- 
ing the men overseas were properly 
maintanted, 

Gen, McNaughton, a native of 
moon gins ASME wat 
“I carried out orde Jas a cabinet minis ng w 
As't Shousht hat orders airen ma hi, Petey hag not wee oneties 
l not right for Canada, I asked| @ccurately by tho press. Sometime 

to be relieved, nik: wo s nai zo twisted ho 
|. “When the hist of these events not recogn . $ 
fìs written what Taia will be Jus- Baie oe dass Raa jdgintoree. 
thst ny he aind, or (every inet Commons, It had been hoped criti- 


inking Canadian.” 
Gen. i recall cism would cease but there had 
eat el ee been one campaign ct abuse after 


on his return from overseas he had 
to rest to restore his health, another, 

He said it was impossible for| The Defence Minister said the 
bam to serve fa bvernment with government, beato be careful in 
certain ple in what it said about troop move- 
` eS reugned from the National] ments because of U-boats in the 
|Research Council because I could] Atlantic. But full scale reinforce- 
‘jmot serve certain people in the! ments had been placed behind the 
-f government," he said, “You can| men overseas, ay much more than 


serve when you feel confi-)that—the reinforcements provided 
dence in those you serve. were “ample.” 


After his rest he had decided last 

1 k = ide| He now could look on the situa- 
| Qetober £0, TaN cons atirans toa | HOR With some equanimity knowing 
soldier although not particularly] that if U-boats cut the line of com- 
ere ee "ovr 7] munications there would be no 
need to pull the punch of the army 
in the field. 

American divisions, as well as 
British and Polish, had fought 
under Canadian comm^nd on occa- 
sions. Losses in recent drives had 
been less than anticipated, and this 
was due in a large measure to the 
efficiency, dash and gallantry shown 
in these operations, he said. 

General McNaughton sald he 
hoped long service overseas men 
could be replaced to a large degree 
as one question which must be 
faced was placing them in civilian 
jobs. He would like to see those 
who had served even less than 
four years replaced by new men 
overseas when possible, 


PROBLEM SAID SOLVED 
* _ “I can say now, in truth, the re- 
3 inforcement problem is solved,” 
A Gen. McNaughton said. “War is a 
i negative thing, and we must turn 
ET our minds to other things to the 
4 welfare of our people in peace. We 
yi want our men back as soon as they 
Ei a . confirm the safety of that peace.” 
Ps J. A. Virtue of Moosomin, Sask., 
5 who previously had been nomi- 
a < nated as Liberal candidate for the 
constituency, said that due to pres- 


sure of business it would be im-|) 
possible for him to continue as can- |1 
didate and placed his resignation in|: 
the hands of the association, ( 


He suggested that Gen, McNaugh-|, 
ton be invited to seek election in 
this, his home constituency. The|' 
minister is a native of Moosomin, 

Mr. Virtue’s resignation was]: 
accepted by the convention, He], 
then moved that Gen. McNaughton 
be chosen as candidate and called 
the minister “a great Canadian.” 
His motion was seconded by Henry 
Mang of Edenwold. There were no 
other nominations. 


Reaching the meeting two hours 
after it-opened due to transporta- f` 
tion difficulties, Gen. McNaughton 
was introduced by Agriculture 
Gi Minister Gardiner, who said the 
new minister always thought as he 
did now, and that “he is one of the 
best Liberals in the country,” 

Mr. Gardiner . sald men of the 
home defence army overseas were 
accepted as comrades in arms by 
others there. General McNaugh- 
ton’s policies had been justified, 

The Defence Minister was greet- 
ed with cheers as he began to 


speak, 

The General said he had fought 
a “skirmish” Jn the Grey North by-, 
election in which Garfield Cass,’ 
Progressive Conservative, was elect- 
ed. He had gained experience in 
that byelection contest, 

id 
SKU. u 
Gre Ne 


atoms 


He had 
King. Nei 


tion, 


Son e 


the 


ta 


form of 
But I don't C 
to practice the political ompel 
gery I learned about in 
orth,” he continued. 
ngs. were done of which I 
had not the least ap reclation could 
be done in the political life of any 
real democracy. As long as I am 
associated with politics they are|' 
the kind of things I will try to 
drive out. 

“The sort of things donë are not 
the sort of things people want in 


rar 


CONFIDENCE IN KING. 


gained more confidence 
in the policies of Prime Minister 
ther to the right nor the 
left was there a hope comparable 
to Mr. King, said Mr. McNaughton. 

He had never before been asso- 
ciated with any particular olitical 

arty, but as a servant of the state 
had sought to serve whatever gov- 


don't regard the present hi brid |! 
Progressive Conservative 
the same as the great arty head- 
ed by Sir John Macdonald.” He 
hoped Conservatives would cast off 
the blinkers and be a good opposi- 


Mr. Gardiner said that in the 
election there had 
been almost unanimity among poli- 
tical leaders in not favoring con- 
peziption for overseas. Nowhere in 
ritish Empire was compulsion 

for service forced on the people 
h thelr own decision. 
He said when Quebec fell to the 
British it was under a totalitarian 
overnment. Britain did not 
uebec to adopt British 
customs. Changes were made with 
the people, Every 
step in the development of the Can- 
stitution was with the 
eople, People were 
ritain to fight for 


1940 general 
except throu; 


the consent o: 


adian cq: 
ronsent ot the 
ot force 
the Union Jack, he said. 

the present war the Liberal 
government asked every Canadian 
citizen to volunteer, to fight for a 
art rrespectlys ot AY e 
1 etween an er ceni 
leaders. of the dead and missing from Sas- 


-= symone ees 


Protest Oontinuos 


ndon, March 9, — (C.P, Cable) 
ihe Daily ‘Telegraph today con- 
tinued its protest againgt what It 
has doserlbed as “something 1 BOE 
for short of a total blackout” o. 
explolts of British forces in the 1st 
Canadian Army, 

Demand “honor where honor is 
duo,” the morning newspaper, sald 
that ta original editoria] of last 
Tuosday w jch complained about 
‘Wobgeurlty” of the British exploits, 
had received ‘wide and sympath- 
ollc’ recqpltion in Canada ond the 
United States, The paper sald Can- 
_adiana” agreed the Army's title was 
misleading and should be changed 
lo the Anglo Canadian eri ana 
it published sympathe 
and} Montreal newspaper editori- 


‘als, 

{ “The ‘particular form of words 
matter lttle so long as it 1s made 
lain that British troops are play- 
foe their part in battles as well as 
the Canadians,” the paper argued. 

' In reply to a.letter from, "a 1st 
Canadian Army Canadian.” who 
agreed that more recognition should 
be given to United Kingdom battal- 
lons but asked also for “more pub- 


' licity for Canadian position of the 


RAF,” the Telegraph said: “This 
olicy has ben given all the support 
n our power. It is for the principle 

‘honor where honor is due’ that we 

contend.” . 

The Telegraph published a front- 
page dispatch from its Toronto cor- 
respondent, who said: “The Can- 
adian public and press were shock- 
ed by figures which Defence Min- | 
ister McNaughton left unchallenged 
in a statement which was issued 
shortly after newspapers had pub- 
lished excerpts from the article in 
the Daily Telegraph.” 


gin, He 


In the army the first skirmish katchewan in this war were of 


information was gained, he 
‘The other PUE ay North 
have disclosed the kind of thing 
they will stand for, General Mc- 
eughton continued. 
t WEI 


ae ae 


fighting 


somethin 


was considered as the one in which European nationality who had liv- 

the province only one or two 
generations. “That shows there is 
in our Institutions worth 


ined Army 


ment situation of the Cana- 
an Army Overseas, I would like to 
d some observations of my own, 
yen though they are not as recent 
as his is 
© Prior to’being returned as a tech-| 
nical staff officer to Defense Head- 
\ Quarters in Ottawa last year, I com- 
‘Nanded a battery of field artillery. 
A later held the appointment of 
< fond in command of another field 
fi timent in fbe army overseas. 1 
E tel you that the reinforcement 
“alon was always a source of 
_Ty, “Upto the time that I left 
artillery reinforcements were 
only {insufficiently trained, but 
1 > inadequate in number to the 
it that neither regiment was sel- 
up to full strength, 
‘lery Requirements 
the artillery, the reinforce- 
S needed were of three main 
*S—gunners, drivers and sig- 
^s. In my battery I do not re- 
eT ever receiving a driver re 
ement that could be used as 
until we had given him con- 
ble further training. Never 
- time in either regiment did 
ceive reinforcement artillery 
vers. As the original estab- 
mt of signallers became de- 
the vacancies either remained 
d or else an attempt would 
Ye within the unit to make a 
>r out of a man already 
. for some other type of work. 
gunners. the reinforcements. 
needed considerable train- 
ore they were other than a 
1 -e to the gun detachment to 
hey had been assigned. And. 
= when both units were in} 
© cational role. 5 H 
of the reinforcements re; 
> vere good, willing lads who} 
P.lly, after receiving the) 
Bitraining, became good sol-| 
EP heir stories were very much} 
Ga'@—only a short period of} 
_-j.ween enlistment and being 
eg to the umit overseas, and | 
ercentage of that time spent} 
productive fatigues and 
ce in some cases a short- 
raining equipment which 
se training the “zombie” 


E 


rəmarks concern a period 
einforcements needed were 
mumber, and only to replace 
i in strength that was 
yy accident or sickness re- 
in reduced category. Among 
ding officers generally there 
msiderable misgiving as to 
would happen when their 
kent into action and reinforce- 
quantity would be needed 
unit would have neither the 
sor the opportunity to continue 
them. This misgiving ap- 
p have been justified. 

me sections of the press a 
to the accuracy of Major 
statements appears to 
n caused by the fact that 
officers in Canada have 
, to take exception to his} 
sents, and have attempted to 
ifhem as being uttered with! 
j motive. Unfortunately for; 
srity of this situation it is al- 
n ssary 10 have served in the 
th overseas and in Canada 
to understand the differ- 
the 1wo types of mentality 
e engaging in this contro- 
Wei is to be noted that the 
, p Major Smythe are of thel, 


s 
f Tm Teferonce to recent statements) Canadian Home W 
vy M. Smythe regar (HWE), an organ 
siki on ll works and acis f 
ferent manner from the Army Over- 
seas. 
“politics” does not exist—there Is, 
only a desire to get on with the 
wer and to get it over with, Such 
an attitude of mind simply would 
not be understood 
where 
vation no action Is ever taken or 
any decision made without full con- 
sideration of the “political” aspect 
of the Situation, and where the war 
itself is treated as a secondary Mât- 
ter, 

Reliable Opinion 


Canadian Army Overseas has suf- 
fered 
casualties. 
are not provided with proper re- 
Inforcements when they are known 
to be available and needless 
are sacrificed as a result there will 
be many, many 
Canada who will not regard it in the 
light of “politics.” 
relatives of the Army Overseas as 
well as the personnel of that Army 
itself will regard it as 
negligence on the part of those re-|` 
sponsible. 


oF Warr, 
Officer BEES i 


jzation that thinks, 
nan entirely dit- 


In the Army Oversea 


HWE 
obser- 


by the 


from my personal 


. 


It is unfortunate that there Ís this 


divergency of opinion in our two 
different 
HWE, but I think any fair-minded! 
person will admit that the only ones 
who are competent to express an in- 
telligent opinion in this matter are 
the ones who are serving or have 
served with the Army Overseas. 


armies, Overseas and 


The important point Is that the 


and ds suffering severe 


If these splendid men 


lives 
people all across 


The friends and 


criminal| | 


John G. Spotton, 


Toronto. Major, R.C.A. 
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Ottawa 


{les for Canada's three armed ser- 
vices al August 
61,205 over 
„030, accordin 
figures released today 
Board. 
The July JI total was 4,044 above 


10,257 to 
loial of 51 


Information 


iM ada’sArmedForces Casualties 
161,295 at End of August This Year 


Oclober 25.—0—Casual-| prisoner or 
wounded, a 
dead, ô 
terned 


31 had Increased 
the July Il 
f to officlal 
Dy 


Wartime 
62 


ing 


casualties totalled 


years of th ! 
Canadians served eed 


017 deag, 190092, inciud- 


(he previously announced total: of fter five years o È: 
46.304 which Ineluded figures for|ent strength of the armed Peete i 
all theatres up to June 80 and the} cstimated at 764,000 and the 6: 005 
Normandy campaign up to July 20.| casualties up to August 31 do ‘not K 
Under the new figures; the navy | take into account Merchant New 
showed casually Increase of 14).| casualties which we ad 


the army 9,338 and Lhe air force 785, 
latest navy [igure of 1,982 


The 


showed an Iner 


45 wounded; 


6.314 


Te 1,200 
February 22, sa ilaa 
Latest table for the three arme 


ease of 10 dead, 80} forces: 
missing, prisoner or interned and] TSN: Army RCA Tae 
the army figure of] Dead. 12,147 10.257 29,617; 
42,577 an increase of 2.359 dead, 605| "soners, fn- 
missing, prisoner or interned, and terned' 43L 5.773 539 ; 
wounded: the alr force [igure | Wounded.. BAB 24657 T0 u gs 
{ 16,736 an Increase of 419 dead, 322 | Total 1,032 42.577 16,738 6129 


În 


44 wounded. 


25,935 wounded. 


issing, prisoner or interned and 


Follo 


breakdown of casualt 
the period between July 


wing unofficial tables show al 


Increases in 


The’ urea pervics tatal of EESE AT 31 and Aug-| 
vas made up o ,617 dead, 11, agi Tr 
missing, prisoners or interned and Dead... Marrero Boerne ates 
| Zhe navy total was made up of cone nas 
W203 dead, 431 missing, prisoner or! terned’ ... 80 665 322 
nterned and 348 wounded; thej Wounded.. 45 6,314» 44 

Total 144 9,338 


rmy 12,147 dead. 5,773 missing, 


THE G 


SERVICES INTAKE 
23,896 IN 3 MONTHS 


Total Number in Canadian 
Armed Forces From War’s 
Start to June 30 is 936,988 


——-—_ 


P.E.I IN LEAC 


—_-—_ 


Island Heads Provinces With 
46.5 Per Cent.; Quebec 
Last With 22.8 Per 
Cent. 


—-—__. 


Ottawa, October 25,—("—Intake 
from the nine provinces into the 
Canadian Armed Forces since war 
started up to-June 30, 1944, totalled 
$36,988—an increase of 23,896 over 
the 913,092 figure Issued August 21 
and covering the period to March 
31, It was disclosed today, 


Compiled by the Wartime Infor- | 


mation Board, figures showed that 
Canada on June 30 had called on 
37.9 per cent. of her available 2,- 
474,000 military age males. This 
was an increase of one per cent. 
over the figure given for the period 
to March 31. 

In addition to the new intake to- 
tal another 15,484 were enlisted 
outside Canada, thus bringing the 
grand total intake to 952,472 com- 
pared to the previous total of 938,- 


The intake figure does not take 
into account discharges and must 
not be confused with the total 
strength of the armed forces which 
is currently given as 764,000. 

Prince Edward Island is making 
the biggest use of her available 
military manpower in the 18 to 45 
age group with a percentage of 46.5, 
but since the August 21 date when 
the figures were released for the 
period to March 31, an unspecified 
Number of enlistments were trans- 
ferred to this province's credit from 
Nova Scotia and an accurate com- 
parative (able of increases is thus 


ward Island, at the top, had en 
listed 8,832 of its 19,000 military- 
age population, while Quebec, at 


age population of 830,000 had 216- 
699,000 eligible males, had 82.859. 
a I 


Quebec 


took 


i jthe June 30 percentage of 37.9. The 
040 volunteers while Quebec. with: new all-Canada total 
‘compared w 


of 
th 


service.) 


and also showing-a comparison of the 


impossible. 

Nova Scotia bad led the prov- 
inces at the last intake survey with 
a percentage mark of 45.6, but the 
readjustment has 


ly with 
45.8. Behind 


Army 
Prince Edward Island.....,.. 
Nova Scotia Sine wees A 1538 
New Brunswick . 1,002 
Quebec . è . 4'830 
Ontario a 7578 
Aanliohe, . 1,251 
askatchewan 
Alberta AEA No 1333 
British Columbia ,,.... ove DAD 
Total 
(20,633 
*—A relabulation of army eiaa 


Prince Edward Island 


compared to the 
the number of en 


re not i 
ia enlistment possinie 


resent total of 


ee aT 


Following is a table showing the in 
forces at June 30 compared to March on 


each province had taken at the two quer gta ob ava 


y of certain enlistments gay 
Nova Scotia which was previously giv, p 
pared to the present total of AAT on Neal 
55,85%. 
stments irapsitrred to Prine 
o wi o 

in the three months beween Ma SS! 


e ENTES 


ke increase in th 
when the last survey w 


in 49,039 draftees 
compared to Ontario's 42.679. 
Tke compilation also showed tha' 


936,983 
the September 30, 


eered for active 


e three armed 
as made 
Uable manpower 


IE 


AZETTE. MONTREAL, 


‘OVERSEAS MAI 


the bottom, had enlisted 159,168 ofjin the period since September 30, 
its 699,000 military-age popula- | 1943 whea a previous survey was NEARLY DOU 
tion. | dated the percentage of Canadian 

A study of the army figures; manhood of military age drawn in- 
showed that in the two biggest pio-!to but pot necessarily remaining in| ——— 
vinces, Ontario, with a military the fo s moved up from 35.1 to 


Surveys Show Great Incree 
in Soldiers’ Christmas 


— 1043, cotal of 667,590. 
An analysis of the intake stat-stigs for provinces fellow: Taika Parcels- í; 
Pop. 18-45 Pe ad 
PEI Tanna Tatal ee Be 
Ye aou 3 45.4 Ottawa, October 25, D—Sz 
Que 699.000 445 Claus to Canidian service per 
Ont, vai Saron 344 inel overseas will have a hea 
59. x $ P y 
191000 i ia ion than ever to carry thls y 
Alla 1781000 i 39.7 , but if all goes well he will see | 
B.C ; 181000 ie 410) the gift parcels muiled on time 
A 11499 15 ; 
nee Peek ee = 8 put aul the proper stockings 
Total ..... 2,474,000 92.658 632468 11802 TZ; | schedule. 
Outside Cam... ., 615 5.433 ee 0288 37:9 aren oie officials sald tan 
= meen ‘+ |thal preliminary surveys indici 
ei Blata os S273 637,901 291,298 952.472 a tat Canadians practleally dout 
J res are based on a comparison betwe š Piek ip [the volume of Christmas par 
does not iake into account discharges. for various reascne) intake Which und letters sent to the {roppe 63 
A breakdown of army intake shows: om seas in previous years. 5 
Transfers Last minute rushes occurred 
Gross Draft post offices across the country 
7 Pop. 18-45 Draft Total Viirs relatives and friends of the tro 
PEL 9,00 695 6.424 479 hastened to get their parcels av 
NS. 134,000 5.931 44.743 3.184 before the deadline—midnigh' 
iB. 52000 6.687 35,926 2'999 7} night—for the Christmas 
ue. 3 y qosa 131,887 772 to personnel in the United Ki 
Man, 179,00 see nemo pass Sa le sono 
Sask. . 191.000 11,678 51681 3305 at earlier dates, ae p 
OR 181000 130g 40.092 3.628 46.264 | There was no indication of 
poo ae! 749 55,639 4.589 51.050 many carloads of parcels and 
Total . .. 2,474,000 146.027 681.595 49.127 | olkia, here p's teseltraiil 
Outside Can. "| 10 Rast 1127 632,468 | Office here as a result of 
t 5,45 10 re ieee Howerey o! 
Gr'd. total 541.015 146,0; 5 Ja, oe DB re the number wou 
Un above army table the net tae mie by Peele 632 46y | greater than the J2 carl 
the gross total figures in the colunn showing the.numbes Ung from | base has been handling eve 
transferred, to other services and drafted men who voluntec, Of men who} fr the past twordr GRALA 


“Although the volume js u 
being handled better than. 
last year.” an official said. 
base now has a larger staff 
they are working very 
The 12 carloads received 


Three- were sorted, put in bags 
Service rota Intake Pet pfe to shipping ports the 

Tare 3 ‘sy | fOr shipment overseas.” J 
1.535 sga Tune u| An official sald that prenin 
275 45.6 454 | Ugures for parcel mai ngs dur 
993 43.6 446| the last two weeks of tem 
4,765 221 2728 | 2nd the first two weeks of tot 
9.802 43.3 ‘81.1943, and for the cor 
1.467 43.5 44.4 | weeks of this year indicated h 
1.510 238.0 a the volume of mailings bad incre 
1,609 40.1 0 | ed. y F 

e 41.0 The 
2 M4 45:8 | 208,000 Base 
96 36.9 =; j two last weeks 


21,9: 
ts has resulted in 


a thr 
Thet W: 


37.9! year an 


teinforeement Need Not 


awa Sti : 
On Draftee Status | 


By GERALD WARING 


= : } fire which seemed to be 
Ottawa, Oct. 28—Under ie Ceiba an Alaniis 


Klong silence as to what fur 


increasing rather than diminishi 
tration today maintained its wee 


j Silent yi 


se omp? + 


charges ‘and the (risk of belng|. 


Ant wW ing drafted, „Mony of the boys are 

` ; tended to put, the politically embarrassi $ i CH 

ther use, il any, it w S Å me Defence Army of some| | Planning To rolyn ta school, 4 Munro says his estimate Sat it 

and almost militarily useless Mo Ralston tipova yas made be jumped to 15 or 20 per “home 

ee sede He ——-—-9 70,000 men. +} to obtain frst Hand Information on the men were given good f pay 
Sniped at by newspapers, antl the supply jand: qualfty' of reln-}; leave and placed on rates of Fas 


| government politicians, the Canad- 
jan Legion, private citizens and 
ron oops now fighting overseas 
peckuse of its continued refuaäl w ' 


x draftee army nhoat! l 
ee to take It to the Wuro= |! Ralston has refused to meet, news+ je diers belleve AF the men muster 


s, full cnh papermen Jn the press conference nth later 90 per cent } 
Tete he ey me horo A t| which, when ho Janded at Ottawa's called a at bathe P 
E Jong reportedly sceking ee Alport, he noel w ae Maka öüicement 
my o dilemma, ' [woulda hold, An Inference Am e 
pane ind TEE to, hear be (tat he did not find Ma” Soldiers overseas have not E b 
} Ostensibly ster J, L, Ralston's be that he did not find the siltu- received any details about the 
Defence M na Toae Wwecks-long ation regardin relnforcements Government's plana for the raga 
report on AA) Woops In dtaly, | (snlisfactory, and before meeting | war. Hon. J. L. Ralston, M istay 
D Sain ay nd Wolland tho newsmen wanted to persuade the of Defence, told the troops in 
France, Belgium ay Joped Into a cabinet, as a whole that the lesser Who questioned him about this 
meeting rapidly Ot one imple- of iwo evils was Implementing ihat a Government announcement | 
forum on the io one p Overseas overseas conscription. will be made when decisions taken | 
menting mo ad ot etal To- Among the troops overseas, dis- at the Quebec conference are dis- 
Saree pecan lf ion “demanding| +| patches from the fighting fronts closed: E 
eyes aram portsy AW Ae tt see made avall-| | have reported, Ralston was con- ‘che part Canadians now over- 
wr R RAENUS ahting line reinforce- tinually beset by questions as to seas will play is believed here de- 
thle: ay d z slavements, 4 why the draftees were not tight- pendent upon several factors, 
monts and rep $ id to have ing shoulder to shoulder with the prominent among them the ship- 
Rae over the head of his volunteer soldiers. Little doubt ping situation and Canada’s share 
suspends 4 


Jrgent, Ottawa Reports 


OTTAWA, Oct. 28—(Star Special by Staff Correspondent) — If 
ere is to be any early departure in army policy respecting rein- 
‘cements, the announcement of it has not yet been forthcoming. 
tings of the Cabinet four times this week have discused the ques- 
Refrom all angles, the more remote as well as the more immediate. 

“Conscription” has never been the policy of the present govern- 
mt in this war nor was it ever subscribed to by the Liberal Party 


such in the last war. 


The only approach to it this time has been compulson for service, 
tary or otherwise on the home front. The power to apply it gen- 


4 
c 


Yerally has never been avalled of. 
Having gone through more than 
jfour years without it. the prospect 
\though not excluded is not rel- 
lished. More specifically the ques- 
tion is on the principle whether 
the £0,000 or so draftees fitted for 
overseas service should be sent 
|there, sooner or later. If they are 
inot sent should they be demobil- 
lized or should they be held as oc- 
cupational oops from the transi- 


lire threat of his resignation unless lines on the question, and he 


k 


he were permitted to dì 


yer esen! 7 © 
manpower Panel soldiers. His] | King. is ‘can be expected. The extent to 


for access to Politically, the — government which this can be carried out, 
emphatic pmm io have been|. | stands to be damned if it does and however, depends upon whether 
artei. strongly by Navy Min-| |damned if it doesn’t throw the | the Dominion is called upon to 


tion period abroad so that those], 


now bearing the brunt may get 
‘home quickly when firing ceases, 
|This latter suggestion has been 
|broached. 

Made Report 


The Minister of Nationa] Defence 
this week made a report on the 
situation abroad. ' 

The Canadian part since the In- 
vasion has been fully what was ex- 
pected from any army corps, 
thoroughly trained for three years 
or more. The wastage, however, 
is found to be proportionate to the 
intensity of the effort—in Italy and 
in France and Belgium. h 

Casualties, however, are not con- 
fined to killed and wounded. Sick- 
ness developed from battling in 
rain and mud and chilly trenches. 
These alj call for high estimates 
of wastage and for adequate re- 
serves. 

Generally speaking the cabinet 
approach to the question of com- 
pulsory service, If reluctantly, Is 
the same as after the plebiscite, 
when the question arose of giving 
the government a free hand. Op- 
‘position to the dea is not confined 
jlo Quebec ministers. 


No Immediate Need 


If the reports are correct, there 
is no immediate need for reinforce- 
ments overseas, the preparation |I 
for invasion casualties having been |1 
adequate, Tuking the long vlew, |€ 
however, and considering that the i 

t 


| 
i 
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“last lap” of the war, menuoned 
by the British Prime Minister Fri- 
day could be e Jong lap and also a 
tough one, estimales of require- j|: 
ments need to be generous. More- |¢ 
over the planning te to be well in 
advance, not a the jast minute, 
The voluntary pool is not dry yet 
but it is far from gushing. 

That the Defence Minister has 
given all the information he has 
acquired there Is no doubt, but 
that he is “demanding” that draf- 
(eee be made available forthwith 
lacks confirmation, Resort to such 
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com pulsios uires no additional 

authority om Parliament al- 

though ìt is believed that jts 

sane jee might bi 

a cul are 
By jare | 


ae a 


en, 


ance Minister J. L, Ilsley., inforcement pool. And with an 


sequences, to outright oppos 


Recruiting Failure solid block of Quebec seats in par- of us realize the great demands | 


forcoments, being agnt, Into the 
Canadian lines, | l 


No Pross Conferehce 
Since hla return’ a'week ngô, 


o those of the United States 
peng How feels his figure for 
Italy could be stepped up to 5 per 
cent If similar concessions Vere R 
made. How adds that many sol- 
diers believe if the men are ene — 4 


aa sae 


Minister Mackenzie was left in the minister's mind as 


i in policing Germany after the 
cabinet, to the feelings of the men in the 


Se Ye five divisions over- 
| Canada ae 

into the brought the story of their resent- | esa: so some demobilization at 
ka by the| |ment back to Prime Minister | the end of European hostilities, 


Prime 
s and the rest of the 


TAE 


and Fin-| |draftees into the overseas re- vovide a garrison forces in 

ster Angus Macdonald 7 seri if so, how large. ua 
isters expressed opin- election practically a certainty This and the shipping question | 

oes arom support tem-| next spring, political considera- \ may well determine what future 
th fears of political score: tions are very important. \ fuse will be made of troops now 


Europe 


i i in. 

Longing t tai least a in Canada. Mr. Ralston said in | 

substantial Simer ae almost Italy that he did not think “any | oe 

as] li i ‘i hipping after the| $ 

h bas| liament—seats doubly valuable in that will fall on sl p e 
i 1l for a couple of years, | the face of the threatened inroads defeat of Germany. 

eto a poll as a result of ain y| into liberal strength in other parts Don't Want to Go 


E 


‘ 
r | fficers’ failure Hi re-; of Canada by other parties—the| \ In connection with the ‘use | 
re to attaln theic poa! ot administration feels that Quebec \ | overseas of home service trog 
enlisting 5,000 men 2 month Loe will oppose vehemently any move] | | Munro reported from the Westem 4)" 
active service overseas. fhe arms | to send conscripts Overseas. No Front that “many Canadians here) $ 
estimated last year that it wou i matter what the military exigen- say they do not want to go to the) 
need 5,000 men a month during ? {| cies were, it is believed here, Que- Pacitie if troops who have Te 

of 1944 as casually replacemen Si ‘bee would view such action as a mained at home throughout the 

for troops overseas, and so long Pe i breach ofthe promise the Liberals war are not drawn upon for the! _ 

it was receiving ‘that quei dt jmade early in the war that they same assignment," i p 
government was ahle to VLEN would not draft men for overseas jj “They feel strongly -that the) 
pressure to send drattess ove | service. home defence forces Should mak 


‘More fuc! was added to the fire But the administration alsoļ| , r other 4 
ater the R.GAF. decided ta ds |renlizes that if it doesn't send thel \ oas campaign,” Munro added 4 
charge 4,200 alrerew trahives. i") |conseripts overseas, the condemna-| 3|, Mow said the soldiers in Italy 
cause of a contraction of its Heals: tion from the other provinces will all want to know why the onus 
Ing program and sath ay STE be equally disastrous from a politi- | ‘+ is continually theirs while Cana 
tance tried to persun ie for to, the cal point of view, if not more so, dians of the home army are not) 
clipped airmen to trans er’ tothe Whether or not Mr. King’s opi-} | helping in the fighting,” SI 
ground forces, In one “preterred nlon as to the need of sending the| 4| The American ration or some 
the i meueemen io Piar G threat draftees overseas has changed as al ¢ Rete madian xenon more like 
reatm ; it eri 4 c an t “ 
that if the airmen didn’t transfer known. The Prime Mlnister’s posl- E e British“com 


fi 
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3} Some real contribution to an 
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result of Raiston’s .report is not 


‘i > was an “inducement” J 
voluntarily, they would be OM) tion during the sitting of parlia-| ,|service, Munro found. to FAA | 
scripted. ‘ment earlier this year was fairly pay and food "are L 


just about the ~ 


two most imporlant things to 


soldier.” 
‘The ma 
with whom 


È n ir stations at Ot- 3 f 
Ba nie aia Calgary In dij e EE athe 
cate, that the ah reagent es scriotion, but conscription if neces- 

a sary. 
Pai So yar cent. The others, Most y. with whom 
of them wth parental support, are = z sewn, ala? 


ws 
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è sought if suchji 


apparently accepting their Als- thousands of 


Ya ý in the army. 
; ja kä? | on Many officers 
done well in ‘th 


Get Views of Canadians 2g ates 
Fighting Overseas 


: E Toutine civilian jo 
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A ness j 7 
Canvass Reveals Soldiers’ , lance to re-volun 
eye erel; 
Outlook on Pacific War and shipped outy” be r 


f - -| How nol 


ted t 
LONDON, Oct. 28—(C.P. Cable) —- Home leave of at least six : Á Boe can A 
weeks, favorable pay and rehabilitation adjustments and the right to 
remuster are major considerations Canadian soldiers on the Western 
Front and In Italy hope to find In the Dominiort Government's army 
plans for the Pacific war, i à 
Servicemen are anxious, too, for assurance that Canada's home 
defence soldiers will be called upon to serve overseas when the Euro- Tf arbi t Paci 
<i ce ends and the full ifie thouy Packed off ta W 
welght o ed arms, is b ¿| Press a 10 
against Japan, . 7" Sa S? they wil 
These are the views of soldiers 
wha were canyassed ‘in France, 
Belgium and Holland Ross 
Munro and in Italy by ouglas 
How, both veteran Canadian Press 
"Without some special ; 
me = 
Hans sithi as A men mee 
unro eve; 
cant of the” Oo aat L0 per, 


teer- pr 


THES PSALM OF THI ZONDII 


À is my ehopherm, I ahnll not want. 4 

Peers ce lie down on u noft mattrosn; > 
He leadeth me not across the still waters» 
i his voto; l 
-x abhi goa in the Dominion of Canada for hiu party's -z 
T Poush I walk from oanp to oanp I shall fear no dra a me 
The Kine is with me; his staff and hia cabinet shall ga ils oie 
He ropareth a table before me in tho presence of mine ao ; 
He oligos not ny "aa eA h 

runneth ovor with Canadian door. + ae a 
peu to goodness his government will not ohange ite maa E 
And I shall dwell in tho oonfinos of Potawawa forever. 
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Hark the fighting soldiers sing 
Glory to Mackenzie Kin 
He has brought our Andrew baok 3 
a t Since recruiting's very slack, 
Wea We don't want consoription, no, 


Since the Zombies will not go 
Hark the fighting soldiers sing 
Work and vote for Mr, King. 


Late in War ke takes his place 2 
Ralston leaves in sad disgrace. 
| Andrew waars his halo bright 
Overy day and evory night. 
Volunteering's all tho thing 
Boys and girls come on and sing 
Join the Movie Stars who show 
A How to make our money go. 


Fron Quebec and Newfoundland 

To Victoria's fog-bound strand 

Strip the Ilich Schools of their stuff 
They are all quite old enough 

But remember brave new boss 
That Saint Andrew found -- a cross. 
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30 Officers of Unit Here 


Thirty officers 
second battalion of Terre 
aint now overseas have subs 
; ftted their resignations, orally, 
© Major-Gen, A. E, Potts, otf- 
cer commanding M.D, 2, and will 
put it in wring” today, ft 
Was learned last night, 
Protesting against the Gov- 
ernment’s “lack of action, It's no» 
conscription policies, the Zom- 
die army,” the officers, it is 
understood, all agreed to resign 
in a body, Š 
Asking that the names of the 
officers and of the unit be kept 
secret until after the written 
documents reach Gen, Potts, one 
of the senior officers of the unit 
declared last night: “We feel 
the Zombies are only duplicat- 
ing the work of the Reserve 
Army, which was set up to de 
fend Canada, maintain Jaw and 
order in case of difficultics and 
do other duties. Now we have 
between 70,000 and $0,000 osten- 


| Resign Over Ottawa Policy 


sibly doing the same work, and 
our efforts are not worth- 
while.” 

Asked If other Toronto unite 
were planning almilar action, 
The Globe and Mall informant 
replied: “You can take It for 
granted this Is the result of 
concerted action,” 
ou can say it Is a known 
fact that the officers of certain 
reserve units have resigned, 
verbally, to the district officer 
commanding, and will follow it 
with written resignations, be- 
cause of the lack of actlon on 
the part of the Government and 
Defense Minister McNaugh- 
ton,” he sald. 

“All the written resignations 
are now being rounded up for 
presentation to the D.O.C., and 
we're busy on it now," it was 
stated. “We did resign verbally 
to him, but, of course conversa- 
tlon doesn’t mean anything, so 
we are putting It In writing.” 


—$<_——_ 


Officers Camb Statts 


In Reinforcement Quest 


s can be re-mustered from 
dnance, service corps, engl- 
rtlllery and armored corps 


Ottawa, Nov. 10 (CP) —Relnforre- troop: 
were making|home or 
deíensejneers, a! 
r estab-|establishments. 

At N.B.H.Q, it was sald that the 
first potential infantry reinforce) | 
wasj 
stressed Wednesday night by Primo 
Minister Mackenzle King—have al-| | 


ment officers 1todey 
the rounds In national 

headquarters and home wa 
lishments throughout Canada carry- 
ing out Defense Minister McNaugh- 
ton’s accelerated plan to send non- 
combatant staffs to the reinforce- 
ment stream. 

No official figures were available, 
but it has been estimated that 1,000 
high category men will be found 
at N-DHQ. here and another 
6.000 to 8,000 will be combed out 
lof establishments 
‘the country. 

Besides this number Ít has been 
estimated that at least 5,000 combat 


jn other parts of 


ments—the need for which 


ready gone to training camps fo 
refresher courses, 

No onb would estimate low Jon 
{t would be before these 
would be on their way 
but one source sald; “It shouldn 


member that they've all had 
basic Infantry course 
them have brushed up on this J 
jbrief training periods.” 


troops 
overseas, 
nM 
take longer than six weeks to get 


them back Into shape—you must re- 
the 


and somo of 


tC 
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nj} 
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He sald that only in case of “ex- 


treme essentlallty” 
fit combat potential be left on the 
Jobs to await replacements. The r 


would medically 


\r 
-j| 


mainder will be sont to refresher 


camps "almost immedlately.” 


Another source sald that „while 


he could procuro no 


recrulting 


figures yet he understood there had 
been a marked Increase in the num- 
ber of drafices “goling active” since 
Gen. McNaughton made his appeal 


at Arnprior las? Sunday, 
“j can't give you any figures b' 
I can assure 


volunteered yesterday.” 


ernment’s recognition of the pub 
anxiety over this matter, 
understood 
officiais were working on a pl 


hinges on security and 


angle in a few days. 


ut 


you If they are re- 
Jeased they will show an Increase) 
for this week over Jast—why thr 
Zomble clerks right on this floor 


‘oc 


Following Mr. King’s appeal Wed- 
nesday for volunteers and the Gov- 


He 


it was 
Defense Headquarters 


an 


by which the weekly recruiting 
figures will be jssued. The plan 
It Js ex- 


pected a ruling will be given on thls 
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TORONTO Oton gq 


Protests of Officers 
In Reserve to Be Sent 
To Ottawa by Gen. Potts 


Bonlor officers of several Toronto uaa The ainar tiay inter- ! 
unite of the reserve army hayo pre-|Viewe therea high-ranking one 
sented, on bohalt of thelr juntot polnted out the other officers couta | 

' not resign. ‘They could ask torre- 
officora, ntrong protests against thelgign; “but In any ense thelr rebtig- 
Governmont's "nck of action, 1" N0-/nutlons need to be accepted, and 
conscription polleles, and the Zom-| (hat Ia not very likely, , 
blo army,” to Maj-Gon, A, E pola On the definite promise of fhe 
officer commanding Military Plielorticer tu take tho matter up with 
inlet No. 2 Many of the Junlari Ojinwn, the senlor officers agreed, 
officora, Me ans, att her to “let IL rido—for now." t 
were prepared t0 nale dls met ae 3 
quarters for permiasion lo resign Some iyo rgd ponnani re 
from tho résorve army Wnleas Gove While commanding o Nears o e 
ernment policles were changed. agih 1ighlanders, Royal Regiment, 

The officer commanding, 1 was Irlah Reglmont, No, 2 Djaja pn 
Jonrned last night, has promlsod to pincers, “A” Corps of Signa s hye 
‘forward the protonia “through |204 Division Signals all has an ve 
‘proper channels” to Ottawa, on the{declare thelr units were no ire 
undertaling that action as to rouig- volved yesterday, St Ia none y i 
nations be deferred by the officers| ery officers and the officers o a, 
in tho meantime, least, one Infantry unit, meeting o 

On behalf of Maj.-Gen, Potts, who discuss the reinforcement alugation 
wan out of town yesterday, an army and {ts relation to the pony y e 
spokesman dented that 30 officers fense Army, had favored resigna o 
had already submitted thelr resig- procedure, 
nations to M.D. No, 2, but admitted| “I know that throughout the dis- 
that “whero there's smoke there's trict many of the reserve officers 

are very hot under the collar about 


fire." 
Among the officers visiting the|the whole reserve army situation, 
it,” sald the 


general, It was learned, were some and would Jike to qu 
ropresenting reserve battallons of commanding officer of another unit. 
Infantry units which are now over- “But, since they now understand 
seas, and at least one representing thelr views will be submitted tof 
artillery unlts in the area, Defense Minister A. G. L. McNaugh- 

“The report 30 officers have sub-|ton, it Is hoped they will cool off a 
mitted thelr resignations is not a bit.” 
fact,” the spokesman sald, “Nor! Another high-ranking officer of a 
has any officer asked for permis-|reserve unit sald; “Every one In thls 
slon at M.D. No. 2 headquarters to] organization Is greatly concerned |’ 
resign, as yet. There is no doubt}with the Government's policy to- 
a considerable number of reserve|ward the Zombies and the reserve 
army officers are upset over re-|army, but there are no resignations 
cent events concerning the reserve|here. One of the things the Zombles 
army, and that a number have con- can't do Is train men to gq overseas, 
sidered taking the necessary steps|whille the reserve units have trained 
to resign, However, It was pointed thousands.” 
oul to them that their views will 
be presented to the proper milltary Plan NB Mass Meeting 
authorltles before any definite a~) Salnt John, N.B., Nov. 9 (CP).— 
tlon Js taken, and the opinion was|United protest may be made by re- 
expressed the situation might be/serye army units here against the 
relleved to a considerable extent In| Federal Government's attitude oa 
a few days. the Zomble question, the Evening 
| Several Meetings Held Times-Globe said In a newspage 

For some time, It was learned|Story today. 
yesterday, there has been consider- The story continued: “Any action 
{Able dissatisfactlon among the offi-\here would be In support of the 
cers of some of the reserve units.| course sald decided by 30 officers of 
Severn? times officers have met and) Toronto reserve unit, who are re- 
discussed asking permission to quit/Ported to be resigning because of 
In a body. The complaints were the Government's ‘lack of action, 
based on the fact that many of Its nonsconseription pollcles, and the 
them, in the past five years, have 
spent some of thelr own money 
and considerable time in training 
men ono or two nights a week, Join- 
Ing Jn week-end manoeuvres and 
attending army camps two weeks 
each year, While the draftee army 
was still In Canada. 

Since the reserve units were 
originally Intended for defense of 
Canada and maintenance of order 
here, as well as to train possible 
reserves for the overseas battalions, 
the officers have become more jn- 
censed at the duplication of their 
work by the Zombles, who are pald 
army pay, while the reservists are 
paid only for actual drill time, 

As a result of the Increasing pro- 
tests, commanding officers of sey- 
eral units went to military head- 


The newspaper said a mass mret- 
ing of reserve personnel here muy 
be held “in an endenvor to decide 
on some concrete expression of the 
reserves’ state of mind." 


Draftees to St 
On Jobs Here 


likely to stay here 
Selective Sery i 
hundred of 
work at Sunn 
yesterday; 
Ploy: 


to a soya be 
‘an stor 
and a tile plant age 


Altho! 
a ugh Defense Minister A- 


McNaughton has 


MA Caner 
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go of the 530 members ot 
Ha draftee army assigned to 
s In the Toronto area are 


according to 
ice officials. One 
the men started 
be took Hospital 
er 200 are em- 
mee the rallways; 100 a 
P whe East York brickyard 
ers have been assigned 


elevator 


an- 
‘Arm patel Home Defense 

ae an civilian jobs will 
military o army camps for 
stood thea ining, it is under- 
do ihe sano was no decision to 


, lig with the men 
t is our ynder- 
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CANADA AND THUE WAR 


CANADAS SUPPORT OF THE 
ARMY OVERSEAS 


BROADCAST 


by 


Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING, M.P. 


Prime Minister of Canada 


OTTAWA, NOVEMBER 8, 1944 


OTTAWA 
EDMOND CLOUTIER 
PRINTER TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
1944 
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In Rehabilitating Fliers 


so that they may be successfully 
rehabilitated,” the speech sald. 
"First of all I would draw your 
attention to the Inevitable neces- 
slty of a cooling off or readjust- 
ment period. Clvilian life, I need 
hardly tell you gentlemen, to the 
returning flier, fs drab and unexcit- 
ing. It is only natural that these 
men will seek rellef li ways which 
at times appear uncouth, uncivilized 
and jejune. Once again, I must re~ 
peat that it Is your problem and 
mine to make allowance during this 
period, to judge fairly the few who 
do break out and to endeavor in 
every way to cushion their return 
to the normal tife of Canadians.” 
There was no rough and ready 
solution to the problem of absorb- 
Ing those who could not be taken 
into the ranks of the permanent 
force or those who could not be em- 
ployed Jn civil aviation. The prob- 
lem could best be solved by busl- 
ness men and employers doing all 
they could to assist the alrmen’s 
rehabilitation, ` 
“These men have been fighting 
for yoù Since 1939," sald the speech. 
“Is Jt too much to esk that you do 
everything ín your power to ensure 
that they will be better treated, bet- 
ter understood after this war than 
you who returned from the last. To 
do everything in your power to at- 
tain this alm Is not an act of char- i 
ity or even an act of gratitude. Ji. 203 8 
Is an act a simple justice and“ | TOE 
bution: on your part tow Ena id 


Montreal, Nov. 10 (CP), — The 
postwar permanent force of the 
RCAF and civil aviation combined 
will not be able to provide employ- 
ment for all Canadians who have 
been trained as alrmen and a “very 
considerable residue must be ab- 
sorbed into civillan industry,” Air 
Minister Power sald tonight In a 
speech read for him by Air Mar- 
shal Robert Leckie, Chief of Air 
Staff. 

The speech was read at the an- 
nual anniversary Armistice dinner 
of the Air Force Veterans’ Associa- 
tion. After accepting the engage- 
ment, Major Power underwent an 
operation for appendicitis In Que- 
bec and Alr Marshal Leckie -was 
asked to read the speech. 

The average age of men In RCAF 
aircrews was 23 and most of them 
had little or no business experience 
because they had left school to en- 
list, the speech sald. This present- 
ed a problem which called for the 
co-operation of all employers. 
Dust Not Waste Leadership 

“It ls your problem and my prob- 
Jem, it is the problem of all think- 
ing Canadians, to ensure that the 
great qualities of leadership whieh 
these young men possess are not 
wasted and that their services in 
risking their lives are recognized, 
not by placing them in rositions 
which they cannot fiñ, but x er 
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H d Canada a 3 $ hs 
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By KEN 
Ottawa, arn t. CRAGG 


that the unanimity of Reports 


Wili Y Parliamentary 

Col. se Macdonald hah fees 
were accept Aston into retirement, 
dication AW ed today as further in- 
aces a enisi the Government still) 
ture, Sis of imposing magni- 


Mr. Maca 


rdon B. Inad a barrister, with 


sn me 
member Hin. Gee the two-| |the country that Is commensurate 
ity riding, Tt Js||with its population of three milion 


dence} | odd. 
Tmer Defense Minister Is} | 


not re 
É linai Sy tas as mere coinci 

a P i 

Kri e Maritimer, and that both 
vy Minister Macdonald and Fi- 

ae Minister Isley, who were 

rid Ee their Support of Col. Rals- 

ten, binet in the reinforcement 
ar a 239 Nova Scotia-born. 
ar. Macdonald presented hfs 

resignation to Prime Minister King, 


and, aside from other distinctions. | 


Will go down in Parli 
l; à amentary his- 
tory as the first ER A as- 


sistant to resi | 
: gn his post. It is! | 
advised that his statement of resig- [i 
Dation will not be released until] | 


Aarne, the Prime Minister is reai 
[to release that of Col Ralston’s or 
Col. Ralston gets tired of waitin. 
li sear his position to the pu 
se 
“Conscription Party” 
‘| Parliament Hill is exercised over 
pore that efforts are being made 
= While Ga Se eae wane perty.” 
k ston's name is men- 
tioned in this connection, those ih 
Close touch with him say he is de 
termined io retire from politics al- 
together et the end of this Parlia- 
ment. 

Another name linked with a pos- 
sible conscription party is that of 
Murdoch A. MacPherson of Regina, 
unsuccessful candidate for the lead. 
ership_of the Progressive Conserve 
ave arty Two years ego. 

f A majcrity of the Cabinet are be- 
| Yeved tc be in accord with the posi- 
tion texen by Prime Minister. Mac- 
| kenzie King in the voluniary over- 
seas service policy for the present 
One report here tonight was that 
| rr. King had told the Cabinet that 
compulsory overseas service would 
not be approved by the Commons 
if brought before it by the Govern- 
ment 
l Heavy Trek of Members 
During this week there has been 
Jan unusually heavy pbetween-session 
trek of private members to Parlia- 
ment Hill, and there can be only 
lone conclusion: Liberals from other 
| lthan Quebec are not happy. There 
scan be no other conclusion also 
| that they were not cheered percep- 
| ink PE by whatever contacts they had 
tibly by 

th their Ministers. 

‘There is, beyond eny doubt, a 
‘critical attitude. among them to the 
Speech made by Justice Minister St, 
Lavrant on Saturday, Noy. 4, in 
‘Quebec City before the Lapointe- 

in Liberal Club, where he Is 
as saying pace the Federal 
ent had decided to send 

Cores a8 reinforcemnts overseas: 

ephe majority of people in Quebec 

“would have deemed themselyes de- 
ceived 


by thelr English-speaking 


dy| sciences to take positions of high 


S [ply finance and other branches of 
d- |tħe service which require this type 


atriots.” 
‘Mr. St Laurent, himself, said that 


Col. ston, “a great Canadian, who 
worthy of the admiration of all 
is Wians, has visited the battle- 


selective service and by that declar- 
ation sending draftees Into the 
fighting, But there is imposing sug- 
gestion also that unrest has been 
growing through differences over 
appointments, \ 

On the statements of both French 
and Anglo-Saxon members the prob- 
lem over appointments Is old and 
has always been conducive of fric- 
tion. The French say that In spite 
of the political strength that 
French-Canada has given to the 
Liberal Party, French-Canada has 
not a part in the administration of 


What Phone Book Shows 


They say the record of the ofti- 
cial telephone book shows that. with 
the exception of Supreme Court 
representative, there are only one 
dputy minister and several others 
of near deputy minister status In 
the entire Federal service. Plenty 
of junior clerks, translators and 
‘such, but few In any position of re- 
| sponsibility. 
The Anglo-Saxon side says the 
ccusation is true, but submits that 
It cannot get the men from Quebec 
who are trained adequately in the 


(responsibility in munitions and sup- 


lof education, 
That is the basis of the quarrel 
which has gone on for some time 
and which has been admittedly in- 
itensified by demands made in the 
war years from Quebec for what 
they consider to be a rightful place 
in the administration, 
Fisherles Episode 
‘An example of a cause of friction 
was revealed in the recent publica- 
tion of the 194344 Canada Year 
Book. By the Constitutlon, the 
Department of Fisheries, under 
Ernest Bertrand, administers all of 
Canada’s tidal fisheries (except 
those of Quebec, which, by agree- 
ment are under Provincial adminis- 
tration), The non-tidal fisheries of 
Nova Scotia and the fisheries of 
Yukon and the North West Terri- 
tories. The non-tidal fisheries of 
the other provinces are adminis- 
tered by their provinces. The Que- 
bec agreement goes back to the 
early twenties, 
But now it is revealed that ad- 
ministration of the fisheries of the} 
Magdalen Islands, far-out Jn the St, 
‘Lawrence Gulf and much nearer 
‘Cape Breton or Prince Edward 
[Island than the Gaspe coast,|; 
‘although recognized as a part of 
Quebec, were transferred to pro- 
vincial jurisdiction, as from April 1 
last, by agreement ‘between the 
Dominion Government and the 
Province. ‘ 
Parliament was sitting at the 
time and, on this matter, ‘members 
of Parllament wonder why this 
transfer was made without Parlia- 
ment being advised. The wonder 
js deeper among members from the 
Maritimes and British Columbia, 
who are Interested more vitally in 
fisheries jurisdiction, 
Power Bloc Hurts 
Aside entirely: from the..causes of 
difficulty~of—some™ standing, there 
has: grown from the current. crisis 
in the Cabinet and the issue. which 
brought it to a head, on the part 
of non-French Liberal members a 
deeper conviction than they have 
‘ever had before, that Jt Is neither 
good for the party, the country, nor 


SAYS OFFICERS 
CAN'T RESIGN 
OVER POLICY 


Ottawa, Noy, 10 (cp), — While 
MaJ-Gen, F R, Phelan, director- 


general of {he reserve army, te- 
malned silent today on portests re- 
celyed from Reserve Army officers 
over the Government's reinforce- 
ment policy, a Reservo Army offl- 
cial sald officers could apply for re- 
{irement, bul they would have ito 
produce romolhing better than “I'm 
rore al tho Government” to have 
thelr application granted. 

Under normal procedure reserve 
officers cannot “Just up and te- 
sign,” he snid. They must. first ap- 
ply for retirement, giving reasons 
of health or essentlality to other 
duties. 

"Then applications are consider- 
cd on thelr merits and a decision is 
given, but. officers can't Just resign 
because they're sore wat Govern- 
ment policy,” he sald, “That's poli- 
tles ancl we don’t go jn for politics 
In the army—reserve oF other- 
wise.” 

The officer said that only “a very 
small percentage" of the Reserve 
Army's 5,000 officers and 73,000 meni 
across Canada “seem to have de- 
cided to try to resign” in protest 
over the Government's reinforce- 
ment stand. 

The Reserve Army: was in a 
slightly different position than 
home defense troops because “the 
reservists are committed to serve 
g anywhere in an emergency." 


“ Request for Badges e 
Saint John, N.B., Nov. 10 (CP).— 
Senior officers representing reserve 
units here are planning to seek 
support of Military District No. 7 
Headquarters in forwarding a re- 
quest to National Defense Head- 
quarters that a badge or shoulder 
flash be authorized to identify re} 
serve soldiers and that wearing of 
the general service badge, by full- 
time members of the reserves’ ad- 
ministrative and training staffs, be 
approved, it was reported today, 

In publishing the report, the Eve- 
ning Times-Globe said in a news- 
page story: 

“One of the causes of the poor 
attendance in recent months at 
weekly training periods of the re 
serve army has been the actual fear 
on the part of those below the rank 
of commissioned officer of being 
mistaken by the public for a 
Zombie. Some of the reserve, walk- 
Ing in uniform to drill, have been 
subjected to derisive shouts of 
‘Zombie,” and conditions have come 
to the point where many of the re- 
serves pefuse to attend drill unless 
they are able to get a taxi or ny 
friend’s car to teke the t 
trainin s m or ane 

ining grounds. No army officers, 
par or reserve, wear the GS. 

adge. so they escape the ignominy 


of = name-callin 
strdétss cs ge OP the public 


A Soldier Writes Höme 


'N of in the Books to Get Home’: 
Officer's Widow Pens Appeal 


Below is an excerpt from a letter \\t's worth it and what's wron i 
& with 


French Canada, that there should 
be a bloc o political power rom one 
section attached to one party. 
There is a hope, and this cannot 
be gainsayed, that even power- 
hungry Liberals are hoping for the 
ight of the evidence of Prime time when French Canada will vote 
King's statement on Wed-| on issues—and not Jn support of one 
that “Col. Ralston's} |party. And it may be sald from 
Government disclosed Quebecers who have split from the 
problem which has tofi |Liberal Party, they think that their 
Federal Liberals from) |hopes wil be realized at the next 
ridings protest that the election—but even they do not know 
Ts stat = [for sure at this stage how far Mr. 
„was most harmful to the! | King’s adherence to the voluntary 
and most likely toji |system will cement Liberal support 
in Quebec's 65 ridings, 


nicated to his Cabinet 


feds overseas and upon his return 
co 


Jight of this admission ang |. 


written by a Canadian officer who 
had won the Military Cross and 
who was killed in action in Italy, 
Tt was sent to his wife before she 
received the notification telegram of 
his death. The widow asks that 
her name be not disclosed. 


“This will be my fifth Christmas 
away from home and I guess jt js 
not In the hooks to get home before 
it's all over, When we asked for 
leave we were told there wasn't any 
shipping space for us and no reln- 
(orcements. 


“Being bitter does not help any 


but we are beginning to wonder if! 


oE Sovennmeni ” 
e widow of the 
above abstract a arinne 
I am writing this not because T 
am bitter or because I am not t 
a loyal Canadian but because 
woma n E3 PeR Elve other A a 
ow that.the 
SA hape that Canadians thas Ti 
oe a wae Men and women of 
soldiers oe met oie noe Hie 
sving blood donatjons all. they A s 
AN acking the Victory Loans a 
om <i oe ave you done to 
pat with these soldiers and 
country? Remember, they are 


your brothers and your 

50 
lives are given for your eves Ep 
mach ntry ang 


uliar Bird Is the 


STOMACH 
ALL THIS} 


eÁ 
niona 

o nwo 
vey Ma aes 


a filled with 
that the war is won, We stil have the Battle of Germany lo win, | his EE ET a 
which is not going to be easy. We'll crack them without a doubt. in everything Canadi aig 
The only trouble is that, although we have decidedly won the war, fe 


SS nav: ’ 
I am damn’ proud and I am also proud that I am able to serve it. ee wie oe but, 
I have you and Mom to thank with all my heart that I am what I | friends; h 
am and that I can take this sort of stuff, 

There is only one thing that bothers us; the Zombies back there. 
When I am crouched In the bottom of my slit trench under a jerry 
barrage, I curse those guys black and blue just as much as I do those 
88 mm. and mortar Jerry crews, It doesn't seem fair, does itj Dad? 
If we have to go to the Far East after this do, there has to be 
something done about them; that's one thing definite. However, 
that’s enough of that. 

I often think of home and how I would give anything to be back 
there with Ed and you all, That day shouldn't be far off, I think. 
. There is one memory that is always popping into my mind when 

things are going tough: walking home from church Sunday noon 
fo those swell dinners. One other thing I often thank you both for, 
bringing me up believing Jn God, That is one thing that a fellow 
cannot do without. I have found It a'most peaceful and assuring 
feeling to be able to pray for those of you dear to me, Also when 
I have prayed for strength and courage, I had to learn the hard way, 
ibut I do believe in God now, 
JE I bought another $100 bond today in our Seyenth Loan drive, 
‘| and am enclosing the receipt Jn this letter, I figure it js the best 

t there is. 

P rA J don't get much time to write the other folks except 
jou folks and Ed; so tell them that T am always thinking of them, 


he infantry, 
Disillusion Follows 


f 


Meu 1b 


I think I'll drop. llne to Ed 


pride in|steady. 


and appeals made to on that 


Defense Minister ; 
Needs to Be Right 
For Soldiers’ Sake) 


JUDITH ROBINSON 
in Fort Erle Times-Review 


When Danlel Webster, after ac. 
cepting a post at Washington ‘in 
the Cabinét of President Fillmore, 
spoke in support of the Fugitive 
Slave Act of 1850 the news came 
as quite a shock to his friends and 
admirers. One of these was Horace. 
Greoley, who had belleved in Web- 
ster and supported him in early 
struggles to rouse the American 
people In opposition to slavery, 
Atter his speech, Mr. Webster came 
home from Washington to Boston 
by way of New York, His old ad 
mirer noted the fact in twelve words 


on the editorial page of the New 
York Tribune. 

“The body of the late Daniel 
Webster,” Horace Greeley wrote, 
“passed through New York yester- 
day.” I 

This reporter can now understand 
how Horace Greeley felt when he 
wrote It, 


Canada’s new Minister of De- 
tense was born at Moosomin, in 
South Saskatchewan, 56 years ago. 
Moosomin is on the main line of 
the C.P.R. between Regina and 
Brandon. About a thousand people 
live there. Hardly that now; so many 
young men haye gone from Mooso- 
min to fight for Canada’s hope, and 
Moosomin's, and the world’s. 

It's been hard fighting in France 
and Belgium and Holland, and the 
South Saskatchewans haven't had 
the easiest of it, the man who had 
been. in there fighting with them 
said. He'd come out in the hospital 
plane with a boy from that bunch, 
Just a kid, but game as they are 
made, And afterward he and the 
boy had landed in a hospital in 
England in the same ward with two 
other South Saskatchewans., They 
were good too: as good taking it by 
themselves in hospital as when they 
were taking it in France with all 
their bunch. 

And that’s sometimes harder, the 


- F man who had been through it said. 
. Youth Disillusione You get time to think in hospital, 
Corporal Writes Home on Eve of Death By Air Ministry Order when he pain ies up, and you 
i ave a chance to compare notes 
<a % From The Montreal Gazette I am the father of a boy who was pees any of your lot that come in 
D ; f a 18 years old in September. For the!later, and you begin to know what's 
7 letter was written to his father by Cpl, K. S. Bardwell 
Fhe tes Bacal. Black Walch (RERI of Cansdaen OE 1, the day jan Tisas weave be Mas Beenian) pena Di 

j fave he was killed in action in Holland, It shows in a touching way what lactive and enthusiastic participant sake tana hosa kids from South 
the boys overseas are thinking. It ought to give some food for thought to |in nir cadet activities and a proud running mie ane at see ane 
the people back home. . . . . believer in Canada. They'd got theirs three weeks be- 
Hello Dad: Due to hard work and enthusiasm|fore and they were crazy to find 
Just thought I would drop you a few lines to let you know I'm |he pecame ne W. Oz of his colle- what ane appened E the regi: 
, a , [Siate alr cadet squadron, and also » and to the men they 

doing all right over here. We are out for a rest, which was certainly | due to these responsibilities and the;KM€W: And yet afraid, 

much needed, I'm telling you. It is a soft. time during a rest, almost |time which their discharge needed E a A 
the life of Reilly or a lotus eater. The only thing we do is clean our |he failed to make his senior ma- ‘i Tve been through some tough 
alk about 25 yards for’ our meals. Lots of sleep |'tlculation, although a previously|'mes, the man said, but I've never 
weapons and wa i ite fal. These rests are only |5004 student. known anything much tougher than 
and plenty to eat, ṣo we are getting quite fal, These rests are only |° At the earliest age possible, in|!¥ing there listening while those 
for a couple of days, so I will be up there agaln soon, I was told by a*| March of this year, being 17% years two hedged around getting up thelr 
padre over here to always tell the truth Jn my letlers, so I am, Some eee a sinlated in the RCAF, and ings jae the’ boy who came 

a a rar i S put on leave until he wa d ne about their friends. A 
of the fellows here Gon't tell thelr folks that they are in action years old in September was 1§ him getting up: his eni a ren 
anyway that’s their business, eh? i X s Eager to Serve Fem: 
= the same as In‘any,war; It is tough. But-we have È o t was their voi ; à 
g ogee a kom tanks, artillery of ‘all kinds and ‘Typhoons. bitna reported the day afterhis|had been through it. sald. They 
2 “People at home are probably saying the ‘same as I dla in England, = in Toronto, | were 


and another ,.. Dead... 


ead. 
the man 
first two 
»| forcement 


come, 


can. But taking 


id 


So young and ‘they held ‘40° 
at belief other » asking after one, and an- 


short period he wa: atten = \gead 
there are still men being killed, I am fighting for a country of which |S men ee Wine 


ee didn’t they come? 
Te to come sur. day we 
n behalt | got it. ‘The last kid's voles @hanped 
+ No, he said; they didn't 
and they hadn't. come when I 
came out. Then he turned his head 
loyal |@Way and nobody said any more. 

e an . . . 


France. 
going into it and, 
goling In again, and. 
re no finer assault 
orld than those kids 
t. You can’t stop: 


x 
2 


Fair and Coo), 
For complete 


WEATHER FORECAST” 


Page fourteen, “eather reports sce 
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Corps Opposes Stand 

Thorold, Nov. 10 (Special).—The 
Canadian Corps unit here has sent 
the following telegram to Prime 
Minister Kinz end Defense Minis- 
ter McNaughton: “We, the mem- 


——————————— ĖĖŘ 


|) be raised. 


Action Taken to Remedy 
Equipment Grievances 


Ottawa, Nov. 10 (CP).—Defense 
Minister McNaughton sald today 
that in the most important items 
of army equipment “Iam assured 
that tho situation is well in hand 
and that the effectiveness of our 
operations is not being prejudiced.” 

He made the statement in com- 


bers of Unit 44, Canadian Corps 
Association, Thorold, regret your 
stand regarding draftees. We be- 
lieve that conscription for overseas 
service is the only fair and honor- 
able method and that equality of 
sacrifice should be the basis of our 
war effort.” 


Two Groups Meeting 

Hamilton, Noy, 10 (Staff). — The 
King Government's avowed policy of 
eontinuing the voluntary enlistment 
system is slated for discussion-and 
probably protest>by two-importafit 
veterans’ organizations in Hamilton 
within the next week. 
| The United Council of Veterans, 
to which are affillated most ex-serv- 
icemen’s bodies here, will hold its 
nex! regular meeting on Thursday, 
Nov. 17, and, according to President 
A. F. Smees, “no doubt the conscrip- 
tion issue will be discussed.” 

The Central Branch, Canadian 
Legion, will meet next Wednesday 
evening. Arthur Grimshaw, the 
president, said tonight he knew the 
recent conscription controversy Will 


Meanwhile the Provinclal Cony 
mand, First Canadian Contingent 
(Originals) Association, and lts af- 
fillated clubs, Including the Hamll- 
ton branch, Is standing firm on the 


menting on a statement Thursday 
night by Lt.-Col. T. M. Medland cf 
Toronto concerning equipment and 
beer supplied to the Canadian 
Army, 

(Col. Medland, a veteran of the 
first Great War and until the 
spring of this year officer com- 
manding an anti-tank unit in 
Italy, said that Canadian forces 
in that theatre for months have 
been using discarded British 
equipment while new Canadian 
equipment is turned over to Brit- 
ish units, Poles end Czecns. | 

(He said Canadian soldiers were | 
asking why they received only a 
half-bottle of beer a month when 
British troops got a bottle a day.) 
“Regarding equipment, I am well 

aware that there have been diff- 
culties of' the nature referred to 
by Col. Medland and I find that 


the officers of this .dopartment have! 
taker prompr- netton j 


Tonto correct | 
them as they have been reported,” 
said Gen. McNaughton. 

“Shipping difficulties have delay- 
ed the remedial measures wnich 
have been inltiated. In the most 
important items I am assured that | 
the situation Is well In hand and 
that the effectiveness of our opera-| 
Uons is not being prejudiced. | 

“As regards beer, this Is not an| 
Issue to the troops. It has been! 
made avallable throughout the the- 
atre for purchase in the canteens 
on a quota basis. I find that the 
quota for Canadian troops Is on| 

| 


| 


the same basis as that for their 
comrades in other armies, The; 
supply has been short. Tris Is being 
Improved, but there Is no likelihood 
that It will ever reach the scale 


resolution passed al the annual con- 
vention here In August and urgines 
Prime Minister King to use thir 


a j 


500 in Veterans Clubs 


Endorse Ralston Stand 
Edmonton, November ,12.— O — 


Home Defense Army for overse: 


rg 
service, T 


which all troops would like” | 


Reserve Officers 
Defer Action 


There has been no further 
action by officers of reserve bat- 
talions of army regiments now 
overseas since the report by 
high-ranking officers that they 
would seek to resign because of 
recent events in connection with 
the Government's draftee policy. 

Maj. Gen. Arthur Potts, to 
whom these officers said they 
had orally sought permission to 
resign, was absent from his of- 
fice yesterday and, pending ac- 
tion on his statement that the 
officers’ remarks be forwarded 
to National Defense Headquar- 
ters, it is not expected that 
either the officers or Gen. Potts 
will issue a statement, 


| 


3 
? 
i 


ive hundred te i i í 
Five hundred dorsed & ‘So Dyde Resigns His Post | 
fence ement As Defence Secretary 
ae i jh 
gion Ven for PEARY cor” Tei or wees 
agate nt of conscription for military secretary to the Minister 


of National Defence, has resigned, 
it was reliably learned here to- 
night Col. Dyde recently accom- 
anied Col, J. L. Ralston, former, 
efence Minister, on a battlefront 
tour, 

It could not be learned what 
Col. Dyde planned to do. In- 
peacetime he practiced law in 
Edmonton, e 


e 
epresenta- 
7 ll organiza- t 
 \tions. w aries and de- | 
3 e soldiers. 
papa ents of ning Prime Minister 
io resign “in e a et 
ee a the naming of Col 
| pod oane To Minister, was de= | 


“OUR PAGES 


London, November 12. — (CP. 
able) — Rodrigue Cardinal Ville- 
bure Roman Catholic Archbishop 
z webec, ùn a domestic 
: st today pledged French- 
ceking Canada’s “goodwill and 
tend toward the people of 
nand said he had assured the 
Í ng that his Roman Catholic and 
i -speaking subjects in Can- 
sa “will continue in the future, as 
poum roves they have 
me the past, to revere, honor 
id serve him as loyal subjects.” 
E The prelate, who is shortly. to 
urn home after a two-months 
sit to Canadians in the European 
1d Mediterranean theatres, thank- 
| the people of Britain for their 
nany tokens of high esteem” tœ 
erd Canadians. 
Following is the text of the Car- 
nal's add: 
Before returning to Canada after 
‘isit of two months to Canadian 


i -S 


Mis a very pleasant duty for me 
[voice my sincere fhanks to the 
ple of the British Isles for their 
pry tokens of high esteem to- 
[räs the Canadian people as weli 

for ramersgs expressions of 


~ tsonal regard I received every-} 


aere I went ~ 
Needless to say, as a Canadian I 
>) quite prond ofthe outstanding 


rt which my. did youns 
untrymen of the Canadian 


avy Army and Air Forces have 
ayed alongside your own arm 
‘ces and Whose of the other 
present 


;awable support given our com- 
on cause by my people at nome in 
ir fectories and on farms. And 
una with much satisfacuon that 
is very essential contribution to 


+> 


Í 


4 


gi 


E “Can you take an artillery- 

\ min who has known nothing but 

s; g guns for three years and 

convert him into an infantry- 

within five weeks, send him 

into battle and say he had a 

fair chance?” 

question comes from a 

a goung Canadian in the battle- 

jines jn support of Maj. Conn 

gmythe’s charge that poorly 

| trained reinforcements are being 
rushed to the front, 

The most competent man to 
wer it should be the new 
jster of National Defense, 
refuses to send already 

draftees overseas, 


ces on this side of the Atlannc. | 


tory am roves they have done 4 D 
ed ry, ply, D 7 d| momentous cabinet meeting on Oc- 


Max.,, 


Max, 


the war effort ìs as much appreci- 
ated here as are the extraordinarily 
large number and indomitable valor 
of the volunteer forces Canada has 
already sent overseas. 

This is all the more remarkable 
when one stops to consider the fac’ 
that our youne Canadian nation ìs 
made up of so many peoples of dif 
ferent racial origins, now all weld 
ed together after a relatively shori 
span of years into one greal coun- 
try. 

In our Dominion 
predominating elements, one Eng- 
lish speaking and the other French- 
speaking, working together with e 
common purpose, each according to 
its own temperament, culture anii 
traditions to achieve not uniformity 
but rather unity in diversity, after 
the very pattern of the Brilish En:- 
pire. 

On behalf of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy and the people of Can 
ada who constitute the largest re- 
ligious denominational group, on 
behalf of my own French-speaking 
compatriots, I bespeak their good- 
will and friendship toward the 
British people, our unstinted ad- 
miration for your unconquerable 
spirit in this war and our unswerv 
ing loyalty to His Majesty our 
King, whom it was my privilege to 
assure during my stay in London 
that his Roman Catholic and 
French-speaking subjects in Canada 
will continue in the future as his 


in the past, to revere, honor an 
serve him as loyal subjects. 

With you all I join in humble 
prayer to God_ that through the 
merits of His Divine Son the in- 
tercession of His blessed Mother 
and the patron saints of our re- 
spective countries, peace with jus- 
tice may soon be restored to a 
troubled world. 


f In Case You're Interested 


ing Canada, Gen, McNaughton 
answered St in rather positive 
terms by hls description of an 
jnfantryman: 

“The infantryman Js an all- 
round soldier, capable of work- 
ing on his own, quick-witted and 
self-disciplined. Je is dotted 
about the countryside, and no- 
body knows what he is doing. 
He has to be self-reliant and 
able to adapt himself to any 
circumstance that comes 


| 
there are two! 


-~ Co}, Ralston said; “I re 


of a possible early 
in Europe or of casualties 
considerably less than the estimates. 


along.” 

Will the general say that such 
infantrymen can be produced 
in “some short period” which 
he hopes to have before “the 
great need” becomes "acute"? 


parea 


Temperature Yesterday 


37; Min, 25 


Same Date Last Year 


36; Min., 29 


Snnday, November 14, of last year! 
Max, 33 Min, 23 
McGILL OBSERVATORY READINGS 


PRICE FIVE CENTS 


Faswerving Loyalty’ of Quebec BREAKS MIS SILENCE 
Pledged the King by Villeneuve 


——_ 


Reveals King Asked Resigna- 
tion When Action Demanded 


—_-— 


POOL SITUATION SERIOUS 


He Denies Premier’s Impli- 
cation he Reported Reinfor- 
cements could be Delayed 


p 


Ralston text, page 6. 

(Gazette Resident Correspondent.), 

Ottawa, November 12.—A scorch- 
ing reply to Prime Minister King's 
radio address of last Wednesday 
night came carly this evening when 
Col. J. L. Ralston, who was dis- 
placed by Gen. A. G. L. McNaugh- 
ton as National Defence Minister, 
issued to the press a statement 
making it plain that the Prime Min- 
ister’s summary of Col, Ralston's 
report to the cabinet on the grave 
reinforcement situatlon overseas 
had omitted emphasis upon the 
need of immediate and drastic ac- 
tion. Another point made in Col. 
Ralston’s statement was that his re- 
signation as Defence Minister, acted 
upon by the Prime Minister at a 


tober 31, was made at the request 
of the Prime Minister, a statement 
which refutes the suggestion that 
the resignation was purely volun- 


tary. 

Gol, Ralston in his 10-page state- 
ment pointed out that the reinforce- 
ment pool overseas was so dopleted 
that they could not assure prompt 
replacement of casualties; that in- 
fantry casualties had excceded esti- 
mates; that even if the 8,000 avail- 
able {rained draftees were sent 
overseas now the move would not 

romptly relieve the situation “but 
it would reassure the men on the 
fichting front that they would be 
backed up at the earliest possible 


Another vital point made by Col. 
Ralston was that he could not pos- 
sibly concur in the proposed alter- 
natives to sending over the trained 
draftees. One of these was to “re- 
duce our commitments,” which has 
been taken to mean a reduction of 
divisional strength, and the other 
es to break up units and forma- 

ons, 


REALIZES VITAL NEED 
alized tha 
the need which had arisen coul, 


not. be met by enlisting untrained 
men, In the ordinary course, an un- 


Tramed-mnan—alisied, now would 
not be ready for © before next 


June, n 

While careful fn the Jangusge he 
employed, Col, Ralston made»si: 
evident he wasn't impressed by talk 
end to the wor 
being 


“I considered,” said Col. Ralston, 
“that if we're to be fair to our 
fighting men, we could not afford 
to take chances on either of these 
uncertainties; but that we must 
base our plans on the carefully pre- 
pared estimates of our own and 
other military authorities and act 
accordingly. ime was all-import- 
ant.” 

Reporters were summoned to Col. 
Ralston’s office to receive a state- 
ment at 430 p.m. They stayed 
there until nearly 6 p.m, before 
the final draft was distributed. 

Col. Ralston declined to answer 
questions, but it was reliably learn- 
ed that he will start a vacation 
the latter part of this week ond 
that he is not con 
Ing any, coalition 
in  seekin 


conscription 
parliamen 


— 
2 


OB OS dreda 
answer hundreds 
by a who of- 


the 


j ke 
will ta ooireal. 


NCOMPLETE 
out early In 


rar—h 
Jaw business In 


KING REPORT ! 


Col, Ralston pointed 
his statement that the primo Ming 
Ister’s summary © is Col. an 
ston’s report to the govern a 
was “not sufficiently complete to 
[convoy the substanco of my report 


on the problem. 

hrou hout his slatement Col. 
Ralston stressed the urgency of Im- 
mediate steps to got reinforcements 
across the ocean. 

“What Is particulari 
gnid the former Defence 
tor, “Is thal the summary gives no 
Jndiention of the necessity of send- 
Ing nddillonal Infantry reinforce; 
ments at tho carllest possible date 

Any Impression given by thé 
prime Minister In bls summary o 
Col, Ralston's statement to the cab- 
Inel, a summary which was broar- 
casi over the radio, that while the 
problem was “immediate' the 
actin! sending pi reln (örcemenia 
could be delayed for some e s 
crroncous, according to Col Ral- 
ston who sald: : “That was not my 
report," 

Desling with another passage in 
Mr, King's summary in which it 
was indicated there was no actual 
shortage of reinforcements Col. 
Ralston commented: It Js true 
there were just about enough train- 


forcements in the 
ed infantry rein oren ad t 


Important,” 
p Minis- 


areas, or being 
ts up to strength, but 
peng we unt a Pafficient Packing 


or pool from which to meet any 
unexpected increase 1n casualties 
in a particular engagement.” 

“In the earlier stages the ools 
had been maintained,” Col, Ra ston 
said, “but during my inspection of 
the battle areas’ I found that they 
had been so depleted as not to 
ensure the prompt replacement of 
casualties. On the advice of the 
commanders in the battle areas I 
considered that such pools should 
be reestablished at adequate 
strength, There were not infantry 
reinforcements available for that 


purpose.” : 

Turning to the question of 
ossible shortage of reinforcements 
in the next few months, Col. Ral- 
ston said the anticipated casualties 
were estimated on the basis of ex- 
perience already gained and on 
probable intensity of activity u 
January next year, as indicate 
our commanders and concurred in 
by the British higher command in 
each theatre. 


INFANTRY SHORTAGE. 


Col. Ralston here made the vital 
point that “the forecast was that by 
the end of December this year a 
considerable aggregate shortage in 
infantry would have developed. For 
the following months the fcrecast 
was that e agsregate infantry 
shortage would progressively ine 
crease month by month in the new, 
year.” 

This need could not be met by ene 
listing untrained men, Col. Ralston 
declared, and he added: “It appeare 
ed clear to me that enough volune 
teer personnel could not be made 
available to meet the need.” 

Col. Ralston went further and said 
he could not concur in an alternae 
tive which was to reduce our coma 
mitments or bresk up units or fore 
mations. “I could not concur in this 
when trained N.RM.A. (draftees)! 
men were available, I considered 
that at this critical period Canada’s 
duty was to support our men in thd 


the 
to 
by 


line and not to relax but to go om | 


with the 
war.” > x 

“The number of men required wa 
not large compared with the size 
our army,” the former Defence 
Minister stated. “But without then¥ 
our staunch and effective striking 
force, the infantry units, would not 
be supported as they should be.” 

Turning to two possibilities, ond 
the sudden ending of the war in 
Europe and the other that the 
casualties might be beloy, estimates, 
Col. Ralston said: “I considered that 
if we were to be fair to our fightin 
men we could not fford to tak 
chances on either o° these uncer- 
tainties; but that we must’ base o 
plans on the carefully repara 
estimates of our own and othen 
high military authorities and act 
accordingly. Time was all-importe 
an 


task to help shorten the 


Col. Ralston threw anoth 
shell when he declared AR one 
the end of his statement that “as 
requested by the Prime Minister, I 
at once tendered my resignation ‘as 
Minister of National Defence.” 

It will be recalled that at a brief 
press conference when Mr, King 
was announcing the change in the 
ministry of National Defence na 
aid the press that Col. Ralston hi 
esigned@. the impressio i 
this was done Vana E $? 


àplating join- | 


| gency of action, 


L WANTED, DRAFTEES OVERSE*9 


Jp: 


“I came to the conclusion,” Col 
Ralston argued, “that the only prao 
tical relief for the urgent situation 
which faced us was to recommend” 
that we draw on the trained NV 
MA. infantry men whom we are | 
maintaining as potential reinforre < 
ments, and to have them on hand | 
in the battle areas at the earliest 
possible moment.” 

-Then came the time factor Col 
Ralston pointed out that while the | 
Prime Mnnister stated he (Col Rale | 
ston) had shown there was an, 
“immediate problem" the use of 
the phrase “a possible shortage in 
the next few months” might hava 
given the impression that CoL Rale 
ston had not emphasized the ure 

“That Mya 
would be wholly incorrect," sai 
Col. Rals‘on. ‘j 

At least two months, Col Rale 
ston explained, would clapse from 
the time the government decid 
to send the draftees until men 
could reach the battle areas. The 
8,000 available trained 
would not be available in 
tle areas until January 1 
next year, Col. Ralston sald, 

“This first 8,000 men would 
have assisted during Novemba] 
and December in providi 
pools,’ said CoL Ralston,“ 
would have reassured our 

field that verni 


it would have 

pools in the battle 
“The remaining 8,000 

by the Prime Minister,” 

ston continued, “could have re 

ed the battle areas early 

ruary. These, with the ve 

teers which would become #7, 

able during February and the * 

lowing months wou d, it was = 

culated, see us ough, 

1, with some margin. 

take up the 16,000 D 

nel mentioned by, the 

ister as being trained a: 
Referring to the Pr 

statement that altogetner ed 

N.R.M.A. men were co 

able material as infantry fi 

ments Col. 

despatching 

NRMA.. i 

groups of 8, 

remustering 


while the, geni 
mates. were sli 
reat She ia 
cy y the 

apvery much higher pi 
the aggregate casual 
been estimated, 


to he conscripts over- ji 
Y ås. we recall the results ofj 
£0 9 4 . plebiscite, we shall have no 
x doubt of the fact that the great 
majority of members will be in 
favor of sending them, 
We must all remember that the 


- Samuel Gobei 
Roneral in the Sarn 3 epee Shiy give jmited results and that] membera from Quebec, like those 


. Bennett i rake conscription would become a neces-| of the other provinces, all agreed 
fhatement Taska here ieee in a Sity when the voluntary system had | to participation in. the war, Now 
on People of Quebec erie that become incapadle of farmehing the} that we are renping the conse- 

Verseas conscription with as CEPE required number of reinforcements quences of that participation, the 
e as any other province > EC0d to our men in the battle line; and ‘people of Quebec cannot goject 
e law a hocks when if these same leaders had not for|‘theit own res onslbilittes, 


Condition that s ~ nd, on y > 7 l The latest statement by Mr, St.- 
ome 1 years carried out a policy of hypoc- ar e Y Sar, Ak 
has the courage vo out UCAL party isy and 1ying, the people of Quebec | headed te eause w renli "ond rer 
Mr Gens honestly before then lke those of all other other prov: | doubled outbreak of angor amonga 
men p Obeil, who was Donker inces, would have understood that] the other provinces eal ene 
1890 OET of parliament for Com tes a country cannot declare war with-| own, p 2 ee 
ees and who now lives an In out, by that fact, undertaking the] It'is up to the leaders of the 
I at La Ste. Marie, Que 60) Heaviest of sacrifices, Progresalve Conservative party in 
Eao s ou i 2c) More than that, and this Is what our province to provo that, here, ns 
Jess Y». een claimed by elsewhere, the question of sending 
ease Minister St. Laurent, that conscripts overseas is ungar ETS 
z sion, and that the people of Quebec 
it soar! betrayed if the views of| Poured into their minds by thejore gelting ready fo Toot monibers 
mel prer Defence Minister, Col- | Liberal party, will accept the over- jot Parliament who will accept the 
th lston, had been accepted by {seas conscription law on condition necessities of war, 


e government. aus Minister of Tutllee han pul 
XT uebec Jn an imposs e posltlon y 

Ean OF STATEMENT laying upon that provinco the re- ’ 
e text of Mr. Gobcil’s state- John the |sponsibillty for the acts of his gov- 


Ment follows: Progressive _Conservatiy ty, Jer) 
q r 7 $s yvative — party, ernment. 
= Aorem 4, in Quebec City, | speaking at Ormstown, on October Let ihe leaders of tho Progressive 
Justi uis St. Laurent, Minister of f 28. made the statement on this sub- [Conservative party como here and 
stice in the King Cabinet, made | ject which I summarize as follows: |show to the country that Quebec 


e {cllowing statement (I quote “Unity in this country can only jdoes not want to car: that ro- 
om the report in Le Canada, the exist through and alongside unity sponsibility, but that, DA the con- 
ral organ): of will to defeat the enemy. Thatitrary, the people of Quebec are 


“If the federal government had | is what I affirm in the name of the ready now to ac 

J. $ A cept, as they have 

decided to have recourse to a cocr- | Evogressive Conservative party, It Mone throughout the war, thelr Tul 

g cive measure in order to send rein- | has been claimed that, with such a share of sacrifices, subject to the 

© \forcements to our troops overseas, || Policy, no party could hope to condition, which the lender of the 
as was proposed by Cel. Ralston, j elect, ma members in Quebec progressive Conservative party has 
the immense majority of the people f Province. do not believe It. IM Accepted in advance, that equality 
of the Province of Quebec would | sny case, that is all that I can of- of sacrifices will create equality of 
have felt that they had been be-| fer to Quebec, in the name of the rights á 
trayed by thelr fellow citizens of | Progressive Conservative : i 


the English language.” | We want equality of sacrifice and eat ——— 
_Odviously, this is not the tirst | equality of rights. Nothing more, S 
time that the Minister of Justice | nothing less.” R 
hes spoken regrettable words, but} Now, there you have a frank, e az e = 
this time, he really went beyond! clear ‘and precise statement. It) s 
the limits of exaggeraticn. > | leaves no doubt in one’s mind. Founpep JUNE 3, 1778 £ 
lt is absolutely false, to say that; MT- Bracken has put the question Ee 
Í —— | | to Quebec: Are you for, or against THE GAZETTE 1s printed and published by the GAZELTE | 
the Province of Quebec woula| te sending of our conscripts over- e GAZETTE .GNPANY LIMITED, of which John 
liave felt itself betrered by our, "e325? a Stuart Miller 15 Secretary at the Omice, Do, st An 
| English-speaking fellow citizens, if The reply of Quebec will depen tome Street, Montreal. telephony re eee Eo 
T [the views of Col Ralston had been} ©; the attitude of our Progressive ! vate branch exchange connecting P 
(accepted by the government, and C N enen a oE ; onana, f Central Chambers, 46 Elgin Street, Fred C. | 
j| if it had been decided to send our ince. T am aware as A ` ‘Mears, Chiet of Bureau. ‘Lelephone 2-8787. 
i seripts © S aie situation that has been created in = Quebec: 135 Murray Avenue. ‘J'elepnone 2-1323. 
Me the 1 s | this province by the Liberal pro- Toronto 2: 350 Bay Street. Allan B. Wilgar, Advertising | 
4 | Since the beginning of the war,| paganda, but I affirm nevertheless, Representative, Higin 9907. f 
I Quebec has done its „Share. Our| that the leaders of the Progressive London, England: Muss Elizabeth Mgntizambert 23, Court- 
j i S vati i cal j , Lonaon S.W 5. rth, 
' ken aa O ar Conserv ere dias m ner y. ite eoe aire 30-40 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 4. 


| number of volunteers. Our popula-| change that situation considerably. 


| 


= 2 Jat, Telephone City 2764. 

tion has obeyed the mobilizətion| SEES CONSCRIPTION NEEDED New York: Room 602, 19 West 4ith Street, Gilman, Nicoll 
Jaw and has subscribed liberally tol A ii ‘and Ruthman, Advertising Representatives, Telephone 
the Victory Loans, 2s well as to Many arguments are available to Murray Hill 2-9049. i 


the funds of the Red Cross and induce Quebec to accept overseas SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


fa ief 2 | iption. These arguments how- ame oS Mba i 2 
¿ ms works of relief end of char-| aes bem ty be placed before the Samer. Datem: enm BEF e $6,00 six months; || 
-EAn = 2 + le of our province. If that task Maul Subs ii tei 7 | 
If Laie Sabet es T sento R Seriously undertaken, if nothing and US. $900 a year Setlendelvery E ee 4 
many volunteers OTe asan nO is spared to bring into every home Great pnia and all British Possessions abroad: $9 u0. a 
| other _ provinces, e z x everyone of these arguments, the per seer ‘ontinental Europe, the Orient, etc.: $24.00 | 
| doubt is that too many oF ou peo people of Quebec, renowned for its per year. . 7 
ign ple have believed Mr. St. Lagrent. common sense and breadth of Members Audit Bureau of Circulations. | 
Ii hen he said. in the Hune of understanding, will quickly realize —_—————— 3 
f | Commons on June 16th, 1942: that the sending of our conscripted MONTREAL, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13 | 
"jt may be great and glorious to troops overseas has become a neces- z : a | 
fight and die for the world’s ae sity, due to force aie | 
Geb i € the at necessity having been demon- RALSTON MAKES THE ISSUE CLEAR. 
vation, for the salvation 0! 1 3 
i Jat for the salvation of | strated, the people of Quebec wi 
paues Se or Christian civiliza- peacefully accept, ike me pools Col. J. L. Ralston has made the statement’ 
È a Son: but a a the, pave ie or Ee aaa tion. 4 kamai a IENA to himself aha to the Canadian 
each man, imself; it is On the other hand, e leaders ple. And it is a statement which reveals that 
© right to choose for P ninse ls eens f£ the Progressive Conservative E ` A s 7 
not a duty Jhih n R ena party Sa Sur province should com- the explanation of the reinforcement situation 
f poses as an puen itzenshi guar- |mit the terrible imprudence of try- broadcast to the nation by Prime Minister W. L. 
; es z privilege En pen farce mg ane AA play Mackenzie King concealed the very substance of 
es ~ A í $ 
- mhis affirmation—that it is not a fast aad joos with the leaders of Col. Ralston’s recommendations. 
| duty to 50 to feht ehed mA- | Hes ot disao they try to stir up the This misrepresentation, which Col. Ralston has 
easily be found also, Co Seniko | tres of ooN found it necessary publicly t t, is centred 
erms, s hi fiting by it, and if they A x c O correc! è 
ferent Ae King, the late Te eono T fup fully the view in a particular passage in the Prime Minister’s 
ona Lapeni, degai g oana | lesa Pale EP Rey" wil pech. This is the passage! 
; . J. A. Cardin, eader, “ 3 3 
} pantie the Teng cabinet, nel whieh preparing for the complete isolation i ah Ralston’s report to the government dis- 
i ple, of our Province. closcd an immediate problem which has to be 
they voiced the same Pe ich w t remem- Ea 
wiil not oor hese aleme, aos fact ecich it is important a That P opiem is to find the means of 
| eas is that in 1917 the at- speeding up the flow of fully trained infant 
£ spee everyone ree our people for tude, of the Liberal party and reinforcements to meet, not an actual shortage ot 
aving believed in these snd sovere. dictated by Sir Wilfrid Laurier, reinforcements now, but a possible shortage in 
Those who Are Fe the party leaders | was one and the same, a fact which the next few months.” l 
iy, t° ade use St the overseas con- | mitigated the isolation of the prov - Says Col. Ralston: “That was not my report.” 
who i ment as a weapon On hi 1 i 
scription, areg iş personal tour of the battlefronts Col. 
E AE a E A Ralston discovered that a genuine shortage of 
7 LEADERS ARE BLAMED. ing by the Liberal leader, prevent- Pao FRA Paw It is true that there were 
e e province of Quebec from just about enough trai i i 
Liberal leaders, beginning |Seeming Ro stand alone, The situa- i gh trained infantry reinforcements 
th 
the Prime Minister, have {tion is not at all th e toda: in the areas, or being sent forward, to bring the 
d throughout Quebec for 25 elie Sens “fi units up to st : i 
E at there was absolutely no Hae Liberal, bar ty, driven by pub- P rength, but there was not a sufficient 
Fests tan 4o 5o 10 digbi ovefseas | Hss BoM PTetly banoned. di for backlog or pool from which to meet any unex- 
js a fact a ed by dm} mee auPde ead. omoved’ rap- pected increase in casualties in any particular 
i F 
Mr. St Laurent now Yaunari A A iloaea engagement. “In the earlier stages,’ says Col. 


place on Quebec the re- 


iebee the re-| | person will realize, 19 ny a i Ralston, “these pools had been maintained, but 


guised way of saying conscription. during my inspection of the battle areas I found 


Th f 3 
ae VS LARA by oeben an that they had been so depleted as not to ensure 


which the Liberal propaganda has the prompt replacement of casualties.” 
imposen an i will reject ey Obviously Col, Ralston’s recommendations to 
an i à A j 

to Robilization or conscription; to the Cabinet have suffered considerable distortion 
achieve Gert result, dt will have x the hands of Mr. King. If Col, Ralston used 
o line up w! a party whose plat- e a » i 

Era Aan La pa AATA every gic a few months it was not to suggest 
project of conscription or mobiliz- no shortage would exist until then, but to 
ation. And then, Buebec would be emphasize that, even if the draftees were sent 


isolat 5 d 
Ure det ai el en impotent reer 
A put stirring up enmity every- ey could be sent into front line fighting. In | 
where 


; since it would be the mem- short, Col, 
of Parliament from all over Ralston did not recommend that | 


Janeen btn 


Ss >- NO 
s time, to relieve a rein- 
a „ortage that already exists, He stresses 
AE ar inferred from the Prime Minister's 
ech (as indeed they were clearly intended to 


fer) that there is nO need for immediate action, 
at inference aA ag be wholly incorrect.” | 
Pie Sa > 


~ But Col. Ralston plainly. feels that the Prime 
Minister has mot Only misrepresented his recom- 
hendations Jn his radio speech, but that he has 
deceived him through several years, For Col. 
Ralston says that he had understood (as indeed 
he public has understood) that the policy of the 
Government called for the overseas service of the 
draftees if there should ever be need for rein- 
forcements and if sufficient volunteers should not 
be available. “This is what I had taken from the 
Prime Minister's speeches in 1942," says Col. , 
Ralston, “It was in effect what I, as Minister, had 
repeatedly Said in the House since,” 

“Col. Ralston has discovered, however, that the 
P. e Minister has been practising deception not 
only upon the electors but upon members of his 
own Cabinet. On his overseas tour Col. Ralsjon 
had found that a situation had arisen in which 
reinforeements are indeed needed. This situation 
cannot be adequately relieved by the volunteers 
now in training. Nor can it be relieved by cn- 
listing untrained men; for an untrained man, 
enlisted now, would not be ready for battle before 
next June. 

T felt that I had no alternative,” says Col. 
Ralston, “but to recommend that N.RM.A. per- 
nel (the draftees) be sent overseas as rein- 
$ ents. I felt this was necessary to fulfil 
‘our pledges to our fighting men. My recommend- 
ation was not accepted, nor could I get assurance 
that the Government as a whole considered that 
the Prime Minister's speeches committed the 
Government to this course.” | 
Col. Ralston then went on to disclose that 
Prime Minister King has not only deceived and 
misrepresented him, but has practically dismissed 
him from office. “Under these circumstances,” he 
says, “and as requested by the Prime Minister, I 
vat once tendered my resignation as Minister of 
x National Defence.” 


$ 


+ > > 
But the nation will lose the whole significance 
Sof these developments if it sees in them no more 
ihan the differences between two men in public 
. It is much more than a dispute between 
rime Minister King and Col. Ralston. For Col. 
Ralston makes it clear that he was not merely 
recommending to the Cabinet what he, in his own 
private judgment, thought ought to be done. He 
was not merely the alarmist, unduly apprehensive 
of possible happenings. “The anticipated “casual- 
ties,” he says, “were estimated on the basis of ex- 
perience already gained and on the probable 
intensity of activity up to January 1945, as indi- 
cated by our commanders in the field and con- 
curred in by the British Higher Command in each 
theatre.” 
<= This statement of Col Ralston’s places in a 
hew and very striking light another relevant pas- 
sage in Mr. King’s recent radio address. For Mr. 
King took the nation into his confidence, as he 
explained why he had turned from Col. Ralston 
~to Gen. McNaughton. ‘ 
3 ‘When I realized,” said Mr. King, “that unless 
Col. Ralston’s recommendations were accepted by 
e Cabinet, his resignation would follow, I felt 
jt to be my duty as Prime Minister to seek: the 
“most expert advice I believed to be available. I 
accordingly consulted Gen. McNaughton.” 
. Accordingly Mr. King consulted Gen. Mc- 
aughton, who had not been overseas for a year, 
who had commanded the Army in the days before 
c cap-alty stream had really begun, who had no 


For the Honor of Canada 


Sir,—According to an Ottawa 
dispatch, Colonel Ralston on his re- 
turn from overseas made a definite 
recommendation that Section 3 of 
ihe National Resources Mobilization 
Act be proclaimed, This would ap- 
ply overall conscription and make 
the Zombie Army available for ser- 
vice at the front. The dispatch 
gives the following alternatives as 
presenting themselves: | 

(1) To shorten the linc held by 
the Canadians: g 
(2) To break up one or more div 
isions for reinforcements; or, 

(3) To take the Canadian troops 
art out of the line, and give them 
ong rest so as to cut down casual, 
ties. 
The implications of these alter, 
natives are obvious. Adopt any ont 
of them and “the dagger at the 
heart of Berlin’ — as Genera 
McNaughton described the Canadiar 
Army—will be appreciably dulled. 
and the General, by joining the 
Cabinet, will make himself a party 
to the dulling process, Adopt any 
one of these alternatives and either 
the war will be prolonged or other 
parts of the Empire or our Allies 
will have to call on thelr much 
needed reserves to lake the place 
of Canadians in the line. This while 
our expensively trained bu value- 
less Zombie Army loafs comfortabl 

at home, entirely out of the war ef- 
fort and nursed here under the 
most tragically ridiculous policy 
ever devised by any Government. 

Can the prestige and honor of 
Canada survive a situation of this 
Kind? Can we afford a well found- 
ed anti-Canadian_ feesing abroad? 
Must the word "Zombit" besmirch 
the history of our war effort for al) 


time? 

The manifest unfaliness of the 
resent situation to our own fight- 
ng men and their families has been 
well stated by the Canadian Legion. 

This alone calls for an Immediate 


reversal of policy. 


ig 


| close official touch with recruiting conditions in 
‘Canada, and who openly declared that he knew 
othing about the situation. 
o o % i 

Col, Ralston has made the issue clear. Plainly 
“mr. King is determined to give political profit 
“precedence over military need. In this emergency 
pere are, Col. Ralston believes, only two unknown 
_yantities. One is the possibility of the war end- 
jpg suddenly and the other js that the casualties 
‘a be less than forecast, “But I considered 
‘nat if we were to be fair to our fighting men,” 
e says “we could not afford to take chances on 
er of these uncertainties.” 

prime Minister King, however, is prepared to 
f% ake the chances, Hoping for a political advan- 
ase he risks a military disaster. 


erpment ma, by its) 
pally Genin the sup, Z: of Que. 
ec, but Canada self-re- 
Loma AEP 


LETTERS FROM READERS 


Genetat wmewaugoton justines nis} 
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association with 
policy by a sincere belicf in 

superiority of the voluntary sys 
usd posed to conscription. 


lence 


the General expects of 


it appears that the con 
of Great Britain, 
Russia and Germany 
enough for all practica 
That, however, is b 


immediate problem is 


ada, Will we 
will 
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itude and eae 
nded Canadian 


the|they may take 
We da 
e 
now what standard of excel- 
troops, but to the casual e 
script armie. 
the United States 
fight well 
1 purposes. 
y ie way, The 
desperately needs trained tied 
ments. We have them heed ft Goa 
send them overseas or 
we ad 
tematives? o one of the above al- 
__In this issue the h 
is at stake. Colonel Ralston vith 
fine courage and backgro 
aken e only 
Sa he ana course ope 
while colleagues 
him deserve the grat 
ing of every fair-mi 


with his 
und, has 
n to him. 
of his erst- 


ARE You ? 


— 


ESTION 


| 


or group of Canadians in any action 
in furtherance of 
eir principles in this matter, and 
this regardless of political affiliation 
or the personal faet-~ involved. 
H. >, MacKEEN. 

Halifax, N.S., November 8. 


Adding to Bitterness 


Sir, — On November 8th, The 
Gazette published a letter from a 
reader regarding the question of 
conscription for overseas service 
The author stated that the members 
of the Home Defence Army are 
shirking their true responsibilities 
by their failure to volunteer for 
Overseas service and that 
snould, be “shamed” into 
active”, 
It seems deplorable that Cana- 
dians, regardless of what they think 
of conscription, will allow or eveu| 
advocate the use of such methods 
of raising a modern army to fight 
in a war such as the present con- 
flict. It is not an adult approach 
and appears to be a poor substitute] 
for constructive actlon. | 

Certainly a policy of ‘shaming 
young Canadians into what is gen- 
erally felt to be their duty will only 
add to the bitterness and misunder- 
standing that already exists. 

EVELYN GORHAN. 
Ottawa, November 9. . 
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© tunity to het yon we are maintaining as po» 

text of the T |} tential reinforcements, and to have 

made by the Prime Mine? them on hand in the battle arens 
à day evening to fe ister jat the earliest possible moment 

support for our army ove factor at bring! Mi A T oe 
. The Prime Minister does »: 

ph of the text, that I disclosed an “Immediate 

ppan” which bad to be faced, 

t the phrase “a possible shortage 

in the next few months” might lead 

to the inference that I did not 

5 | stress the tiyg M action. That 

ed y Hreno would wholly incor- 

sho: 

et Rony riage oO 9. The best estimate was that at 
fi e next tew AE least two months would elapse 
r Ín this para- from the time the Govemment 

rts te be summing up decided to send them until men 

geport to the Government of the COW reach the battle areas, That 

em My » that if the decision were made 

the m Novembar 1, the first 8,000 

. men (mentioned by the 

Prime Minister as being "sutlieis 

tly trained so that they can be 

for combat at an early date") 

> not be available in the 

tle areas until January 1-18, 

10, This delay might seem exces- 

Rive, but it fs required for the 

Pre - embarkation procedure; the 

administrative and training ar- 

rangements in the United Kingdom 

and the dispatch to the battle areas; 

pi includes moar oD lavé Yog: 

ge, usual refresher traini 
United Kingdom, and t neport to 
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van sot den 
e substance 
on the problem; and 
have been and am to 
public controversy {in 
s time, I am oblig- 
= mess to the public as well 
ziba PAE not to permit any pos- 
ed  sconception of what I re- 


ay is particularly important is 


e summary gives no indica-|the particular theatr 
of the necessity of en ai 1. o or 


infantry reinforcements at 


EE 


ransport to 
war, 
This first 8,000 would not 
infa have assisted anio November and 
earliest possible date. The}December in providing the pools I 
to find the means of speed- | have spoken of, but it would have 
Zag, the flow of fully trained in. | reassured our infantry units in the 
try reinforcements to meet not| field that we were determined to 
Bn actual shortage of reinforce- | back them up; it would have made 
ments now, but a passible shortage| up the December shortage soon 
eS few prr t meS 1; it would have re- 
the impression that while the | establishe: e pools i 
seeps Emediate, ee ane | areas: p in the battle 
forcements|_ The remaining 8,000 mentioned 
.|>v the Prime Minister could have 
reached the battle areas early in 
Febr These, with the volun- 
teers which would become avail- 
able during February and the fol- 
lowing month, would, it was cal- 
culated, see us through until June 
1, with some margin. That would 
take up the 16,000 NR.M.A. per- 
sonnel mentioned by the Prime 
Minister as being trained as infan- 


try. 

12. The Prime Minister mentions 
that in all, 42,000 N.R.M.A. men are 
considered suitable material as in- 
fantry reinforcements, While dis- 

aishing the 16,000 trained N.R. 
MA antry men in two pou s of 
8,000 each, as I have mentione 
could be remustering and training 
as infantry the remaining 26,000 to 
be available if required. 

3 .Let me make it clear that the 


Ro BETE FETA 


sending 
could be delayed 


sufficient er pool from 
which to meet any unexpected in- 
ereese in casyalties in a particular 
engacemer:. 

s Such pools supplement the cur- 
Í rent flow of reinforcements which 
come periodically from the United 
Kingdom and ensure that casualties 
are replaced promptly as they oc- 
cur from time to time in the em- 
ergencies of battle. In the earlier 


4 F these 1 d been main-|need for these additional infantry 
E Camm pae butt See a TA of| reinforcements does not arlse from 
l i the battle areas I found that they| having suffered more casualties in 
J hed been so depleted as not to en-|the aggregate thanvhad been forc- 
4 sure the prompt replacement of| casted. 


Our aggregate casualties, that is, 
for all arms of the service, 
been somewhat less than estimated. 


alties. On the advice of the 

ee es in the battle areas, I 

considered that such pools should 

be reestablished = L aot ihe 
ere Ww 

Se cen available for that 


ose. 
come to the future—the 
2, Now i re D the next few 


possible, shortage in 
E months.” 


ties incurred by the infantry have 
been a very much higher proportion 
of the aggregate casual{ies than had 


for the future are based on that ex- 
perience. 
As the Prime Minister showed in 


Janation I should|,, l 
By way, of explan: his statement, these estimates were 
ea that in Estima tne je. e made most carefully, The simple 
fe on garecaat a Casualties, In|fact is that the basis of those es- 
H e anticip : timates has proved in actual ex- 


these forecasts, the an- 


d| perience to be in error so far as 
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lersto 
aot dasa pe ERMA roon f 
would be In addition to the supply 
of yclunteers which we would be 
continuing to send each month as 


usu: 

15. The number of men required 
was not large compared, with the 
size Of our army. But yithout them 
our staunch and effeotive strikin 
force, the intentry units, would, nol 
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But I considered that if we were 
to be fair to our fighting men we 
could not afford to take chances on 
either of these uncertainties, bu 
that we must base our plans aa fhe 
caret, proparog en umiliar a 

and other 
fhoritles and. nct accordingly. Time 
hte ardin ria ‘resignation, since 
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r in this when | seas and volunteers were not aval 
bia ARULA mon were avail-/able, N.R.M.A. personnel, would be 
able. I considered that at this cru-/ sent. This was what, Ja taa 
cial period Canada's duty was to/from the Prime Minister 


I, as 
Ippo: ine and not 9, It was in effect what, I, 
support our men in the line and not /in 1042. It was 0 Cadi. said in the 


months oe 
fore s tha ggregate in- 
forecast vertage would progressive- 
increase month by mon th 
ear. 
ah X realized that the need which 
ad arisen could not be met by en- 
patios untrained men. In the or- 
‘dinary course, an untrained man 
y sted now would not bi 
for battle before next June. 
‘What mere needed were 
; try soldiers. 
ee examination 2A 
men from 
y in the 
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have}, 


The need arises because the casual- |); 
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A NATION'S WEALTH 


PUT IT UP TO PARLIAMENT 
Goren RALSTON’S statement of his 

position in the Cabinet discussions which 
gave rise to his resignation throws new light 
on tho controversy that has been waged 
across the country about reinforcements. It 
does not, however, solve the problem nor 
determine for the public just how critical is 
the reinforcement situation, It does, neverthe- 
less, join all the issues and make it imperative 
that the whole question be submitted to Par- 
lament for a decision. Premier King is com- 
mitted to go to Parliament before sending 
draftees overseas and if, as Colonel Ralston 
says, the Issue between him and the Prime | 


seas, then the decision can bo approved in one 
place only—Parliament. 

In the Mobilization Act debate, on July 
7, 1042, the Prime Minister made himself 
unequivocally clear as to what he would do in 
the event of its being necessary to send 
drafted what he 
said: 


men overseas. Here ts 


"If the need should arise for sending 
overseas as reinforcements men called up 
undor the National Resources Mobiliza- 
tion Act, the procedure should be as open 
and above board ns it can possibly be 
made. Unless it is understood that. Par- 
Mamont will be informed in advance, all 
kinds of suspicions will be aroused and 
all sorts of rumours will be in circulation 
from day to day. .. I intend, therefore, 
if tho time should come when the Gov- 
ernment decides that it has become 
necessary to send -overseas men who 
have not volunteered for gencral service, 


and I should be in office at the time, to 
ask my colleagues to join me in seeing 

a that_Parlament is in lately- informed 

“or the Govérnment’s decision. If Parla- 
ment i5 not in session, I would do what- 
ever lies within my power to see that 
Parliament is informed as soon as pos- 
sible after the decision has been reached.” 


As to the time that would take, Mr. King 
thought it need take little time. He said: 


“J4 the Government decides that it is 
wencasary to apply conscription for over- 
eas service, there necd ‘be no delay in 
enforcing that decision. And unless it 
became apparent that the Ministry had 
ceased to enjoy the confidence of this 
House of Commons, thero would be no 
delay. Even if Parliament is not actually 
atuhg, it can be brought together in a 
lew days. Under our wartime practice 
of adjourning rather than proroguing the 
Session there would be no opening for- 
malities, There would be no need of 
further legislation, merely an expression 
of confidence in some form. It is virtu- 
sily Impossible to conceive of a situation 
in which the lapse of a week will affect 
sending reinforcements overseas, since 
#krangements to that end could proceed 
concurrently with the reassembling of 
Parliament.” 


{nforcement# be provided in good ti 
meet any emergency is the clear duty 
Government. Bince Colonel Palston’# f 
ings and recommendations resulting fro +} 
L to the pattlefronts have been rejt 
w will the emergenc 


visi 
py what means n° 


determined ? 
The Prime Minister'a decision to see 


vole of confidence from Parilament was m 
after the people, In the plebiscite of AF 
1942, had released him nnd thé Governm: 
“any obligation arising out of past co 1k 
restricting tho methods of raising | 

rvice," and the subsequent | 


from 
mitment 
tary ne 
men for mill 
passage of an amendment to the 
Resources Mobilization Act lifting the | 
to drafting men for overseas. i 


Mr, King mated further that there would | 
ed of debate, and that, while the i| 
House was helng galled together, the Gov- || 
ernmont could put in motion the machinery | 
for sending drafted men overseas, There I : 
need be no delay, therefore, once the Govern- | 
ment has decided that an emergency exists. | 
The Prime Minister say8 ‘that an emerg- | 
exist, but may arise. f 
up to the Prime Minister ; 
National Defence 
is no emerg- 


f 
National i} 
barrier ii 


bo no ne 


™ > 


ency does not 

It is, of course, 
and his new Minister of 
to demonstrate that there 


ency. That is Imperative now that 
Colonel Ralston, the responsible Minister 
who investigated the overseas situation, 


has declared that the emergency is in fact 
upon us. But, additionally, if Mr. King stil 
considers himself bound to consult Parla- 
ment, that consultation should take place 
without delay so that the emergency can be | 
met with the Government in possession of 
every authgyity required to meet it. 
a 
UNSWERVING LOYALTY 
ARDINAL VILLENEUVE'S „assurance h 
Cc of French Canada’s unswerving loyalty 


tosthe Crown could not have been uttered at 
It comes at a 


wee 


mao mm aa 


a more appropriate moment. 
time when the country is divided upon one of 
the most important issues in its history and 
conveys, not only to His Majesty, to whom 
It was addressed, but to the whole of Canada, 
an assurance that in that emergency Quebec 
will do its duty along with the rest of 
Canada. 

It is well to recall just what the Cardinal 
said, the | 


Hema aman 


His assurance is contained in 


following paragraph: 


“On behalf of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy and the peoplé of Canada who 
constitute the largest religious denom- 
inational group, on behalf of my own 
French-speaking compatriots, I bespeak 
thelr goodwill and friendship toward the 
British people, our unstinted admiration 
* for your unconquerable spirit in this war 
and our unswerving loyalty to His 
Majesty our King, whom it was my privl- 
lege to assure during my stay in London 

_-that_his Roman Catholic and French- 
Speaking subjects {n Canada will continue 
in the future as history amply proves 
they have done in the past, to revere, 
honour and serve him as loyal subjects,” 


Se ee eA ee 


There is no equivocation in that atate-_ 
Ment, and the Cardinal makes it knowing 
Perhaps better than any other man just what 
Quebec's feelings are toward the war and the 
cause for which it is being fought. His 
Eminonce's pride in the achievements of Que- 
bec's sons overseas and in the war factories 
and on the farms at home is shared by 


every 
Bood Canadian. These also share his confi- 


dence that Quebec will contribute its full 
share to whatever other measures may be 
necessary to ensure that this country does 
not let its troops overseas down and holds on 
until the enemy is brought to his knees. 

= ___ 
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I e sai 

eante of casualties was ade on 
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pars yuy up to January “as indi- 
sae es our commanders in the 

e concurred in by the British 
Sh each theatre’— 


Eome of th 


Ttaiy an 
D In making the estimate full allow- 
Pis was made for volunteer_in- 
=a try reinforcements which would 
t counted on and he said he real-}. 
ized “that the need which had arisen 
could not be met by enlisting un- 
tained men, In the ordinary course, 
an untrained man enlisted now 
would not be ready for battle until 
next June.” 
“Against Breaking Up Units 
He said that after a talk to field 
commanders “it appeared clear to 
me that enough volunteer personnel 
could not be made available to meet 
the need. An alternative was to 
reduce our commitments or break 
LA te 2 I could not|s 
d s when trained|r 
N.R.M.A. (home defense draftees) |: 
men were available... .” t 
“I came to the conclusion thatj|] 
the only practical relief for the]! 
Li 
U 
1 


mern 


urgent situation which faced us was 
1o recommend that we draw on the 
trained N.R.DLA, infantrymen whom 
we are maintaining as potential re- 
inforcements, and to have them on 
hand in the battle areas at the 
earliest possible moment.” 

Co). Ralston revealed that Prime 
Minister King had asked for his 
resignation, 

Col. Ralston had understood Gov- 
ernment policy to be that if the 
draftees were needed overseas and 
wolunteers were not available the 
draftees would be sent. 

“My recommendation was not ac- 
cepted, nor could I get any as- 
surance that the Government as a 
whole considered that the Prime 
Minister's speeches committed the 
vernment to this course, 
“Under these conditions, and as 
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_ `|To Clear Misconception 


mmn AM aT 


ered 
Minister of National Defense.” 
Calls Reporters 
Reporters were summoned to Col, 
Ralston'’s office to receive a states 
ment at 4.30 p.m. They stayed there 


untl nearly 6 pm., before the final 
draft was distributed, 

Col, Ralston declined to answer 
questions, but It was reliably 
Jearned that ho will start n vacation 
the latter part of this week and 
ihat he Is not contemplating Joining 
any coalition of conscription forces 
In secking parllamentary represent: 
ation, 

Before starting Ms Vacatlon he 
will endeavor to answer hundreds 
of letters recelved from Canadlans 
who offered to support his stand, 
On completion of his Nollday—about 
the Orst he has had since he jotned| 
the Cabinet at the start of the war 
—he will take wp his private Jaw 
business In Montreal, ' 

Text at Statemont 

Following is the text of Col, Ral- 
ston’s Statements ‘ 

On Friday afternoon last, on my 
return from Prince Edward Island, 
I haa my first opportunity to hear 
or see the full text of the yradlo 
speech made by the Prime Minis- 
ter last Wednesdlay evening on the 

subject of support for our army 
overseas, One paragraph of the 
tert, as printed in the press, was 
s follows: 
| "Col, Ralston’s report to the Gov- 
lernment disclosed an immediate 
jproblem Which has to be faced, 
That problem is to find the means 
of speeding up the flow of fully 

\trained infantry reinforcements to 
meet, not an actual shortage of re- 
inforcements now, but a possible 
shortage in the next few months.” 
The Prime Minister in this para- 
graph purports to be summing up 
my report to the Government of 
the problem. My report extended 
through the days of deliberation 
which the Prime Minister mentions. 


While I recognize that it is dlffi- 
cult to summarize such discussions, 
I feel that the Prime Minister's 
summary is not suffictently com- 
jplete to convey the substance of 
my report on the problem; and re- 
luctant as I have been and am 10 
engage in any public controversy in 
this matter at this time, I am ob- 
liged in fairness to the pubile as 
well as myself not to permit any 
possible misconception of what I 
reported. n 

What is particularly important is 
that the summary gives no Indica- 
tion of tha'=ese==11-- -° - ý 


ditional infantry reinforcements at! 
the earliest possible date, The 
phrase “to find the means of speed- 
ing up the flow of fully trained in- 
fantry reinforcements to meet not 
an actual shortage of reinforcements 
now, but a possible shortage in the 
next few months” might leave the, 
impression that while the problem 
was “immediate,” the actual sending 
of reinforcements could be delayed 
for some time. That was not my 
report. There are one or two other 
matters in the Prime Minister's 
summary of which I should speak. 
Pool Insufficient 

1. As to there being “no actual | 
shortage of reinforcements now:" | 

It is true that there were just 
about enough trained infantry reln- 
forcements in the areas, or being 
sent forward, to bring the units up 
to strength, but there was not a 
sufficlent backlog or pool from 
which to meet any unexpected In- 


‘crease In casualties Jn a particular 


engagement. 
Such pools supplement the cur- 


rent flow of reinforcements which 
come periodically from the United 
Kingdom and ensure that casualties 
are replaced promptly as they oc- 
cur from time to time in the emerg- 
encles of batUe, ‚In the earlier 
stages these pools had been main. 
tained, but during my Inspection of 
the battle arcas I found that they 
had been so depleted as not to en- 
sure the prompt replacement of 
casualties. On the advice of the 
commanders in the battle areas, I 
considered that such pools should 
be re-established at adequate 
strength, There were not infantry 
reinforcements available for that 
purpose, 

2. Now I come to the future—the 


_- |possible shortage in the next few 


‘months. 


Forecasts of Casuntilen 

Ny way of explanation T should 
say that in estimating the future 
postion forecasta have to be made 
of the antlelpatod casunltios, In ars 
riving at there forecasts, the anttels 
Daton. casunltios Wore estimated on 
the basta of experience nlrondy 
rained and on tho probable Intens 
sity of activity vip to January, 1045, 
as Indleated by our commanders I 
tho fleld and concurred In by the 
British higher command In each 
thentre, 

‘Tho probable Intonstty of netivily 
from Jan, 1 onward wae estimated 
by our own offleors, In estimatiig 
for tho fluro, Mil allowance was 
made for all volunteer Infantry ros 
Inforcements whieh could bo count: 
ed on ns Ikely to bo avaliable. 

3, The forocnst was thal by tho 
ond of December a considerable ng- 
gregate shortage In Infantry would 
have deve ond 

4, For the following months tho 
foroeast was that the aggregato In- 
tantry shortage Would progressively 
Increase month by month In the 
new year, 

Tratned Mon Urgont 


5. I reallzed that the need which 
had arisen could not bo, met by 
enlisting untrained men, In the 
ordinary course, an untrained man 
enlisted now would not be ready for 
battle beforg nox], Jyupe. 

What wore necded wore trained 
{ufantry soldlers, The most’ thor- 
ough examination was mado lo find 
these men from the volunteers who 
are now in the army, Allowance 
was made for all these who could 
be counted on for that purpose, 

It appeared clear to me that 
enough volunteer personnel could 
not be made available to meet the], 
need. ote 

6. An alternative was to reduce 
our commitments or break up units 
or formations. 


No Timo to Relax 


I could hot concur In this when 
tralned N.R.M.A) men were avail- 
able. I considered that at this 
crucial period Canada’s duty was to 
support our men in the line and not 
to relax but to go on with the task 
to help shorten the war. 

7. I came to the conclusion that 
the only practical relief for the 
urgent situation which faced us was 
{o recommend that we draw on the 
trained N.R.M.A. infantry men 
whom we are maintaining as poten- 
tial reinforcements, and to have 
them on hand In the battle areas 
at the earliest possible moment. 

8. That brings me to the time 
factor. The Prime Minister does 
say that I disclosed an “immediate 
problem” which had to be faced, but 
the phrase “a possible shortage in 
the next few months” might lead 
to the Inference that I did not stress 
the urgency of action, That Infer- 
ence would be wholly Incorrect, 
Avalinblo In January 

9. The best estimate was that at 
least two months would elapse from 
the time the Government decided 
to send them until men could reach 
the battle areas. That is, that if 
the decision were made on Nov, 1, 
the first 8,000 N.R.M.A. men (men- 
tioned by the Prime Minister as 
being “sufficiently trained so that 
they can be ready for combat at an 
early date”) would not be available 
In the battle areas until Jan. 1-15. 

10, This delay might seem exces- 
sive, but it is required for the pre- 
embarkation procedure; the ad- 
|ministrative and training arrange- 
ments in the United Kingdom and 
the despatch to tho, battle areas; it 
includes embarkation leave, voyage, 
usual refresher training in the 

United Kingdom and transport to 

the particular theatre of war. A 

11. This first 8,000 would not have 
assisted during November and De- 
cember in providing the pools I have 


spoken of, bul It would have ie 
hasured our Infantry unite in the 
flold that we were determined to 
back them up; Jt would have made 
up {he December shortage soon 
afler Jan 1; 1t would have re-estah- 
shed the pools In the battle arens, 
Would Allow Margin 


‘Tho remalning 8,000 mentioned by 
the Prime Minister could have 
reached tho battle areas early jn 
Fobruary. ‘These, with the volun- 
{eers which would become avaliable 
during February and the following 
months, would, It was calculated, 
seo us through until June 1, with 
some margin, That would take up 
tho 16,000 NRMA personnel men- 
tloned by the Prime Minister as be- 
Ing trained ag infantry. 

12, Tho Prime Minister mentions 
that In all, 42,000 NRMA men are 
consiilered sullable snaterial as in- 
fantry reinforcements, While des- 
patching the 16,000 trained in 
NRMA Snfantrymen In two groups 
of 8,000 each, as I have mentioned, 
we could be remustering and train- 
Ing as infantry the remaining 26,000 
to be available if required, 

Army Figures Higher 

13. Let me make it clear that the 

‘nced for these additional infantry 

reinforcements does not arise from 

having suffered more casualties In 
whe aggregate than had been fore- 
cast. 

Our aggregate casualties, that Is, 
for ell arms of the service, have 
been somewhat less than estimated. 
The need arises* because the casual- 
ties incurred by the infantry have 
been a very much higher proportion 
of the aggregate casualties than 
had been estimated, and the esti- 
mates for the future are based on 
that experience. . 

As the Prime Minister showed in 
his statement, these estimates were 
made most carefully. The simple 
fact is that the basis of those estl- 
mates has proved in actual experi- 
ence to be in error so far as in- 
fantry casualtles are concerned. 

14. It should be understood that 
the sending of these NRMA men 
would be In addition to the supply 
of volnnteers which we would be 
continulng to send each month as 
usual, 

15. The number of men required 
was not large compared with the 
size of our army. But without them 
our staunch and effective striking 
force, the infantry units, would not 
be supported as they should be, 
Two Indefinite Factors 


16. There were two unknown 
quantities in the problem. One was 
the possibility of the war ending 
suddenly, and the other was that 
the casualties may be less than, fore- 
cast. 

But I considered that If we were 
to be fair to our fighting men we 
could not afford to take chances on 
either of these uncertainties; but 
that we must base our plans on the 
carefully prepared estimates of our 
own and other high military, au- 
thorities and act accordingly. Time 
Was all-important. 

Regarding my resignation, since 
the Prime Minister has referred to 
the circumstances, but has not yet 
released the correspondence, I want b 
to make a very brief statement In 
that regard. 

The Prime Minister, In his radio], 
Speech, said: “When I reallzed that,|, 
unless Col. Ralston's recommenda-|- 
tion were accepted by the Cabinet. 
his resignation would follow . + -” 
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» Defense Minister, 
“Renuy in many of the addresses, 
_.aad he was praised for what was) 


Waterloo branch of the Canadian 


‘been different had the public heed- 
T icd the words of the Legion branches 


Cle gymen, 
Score Politi 
Over 


From scores 
of pulpits and pub 
arms throughout Ontar ae 
X week-end, clergymen a 
tans Rave emphas 
rance Day 


io over 
y nd vet- 
'S to Remen- 
ceremonies by 
ie ih S by demand- 
R n 
Set ene Defense soldiers be 
bi Seas tò reinforce the Cann 
$ fighting in Europe, 
isa Was a striking unanimity of 
= Ssion in the humerous sermons 
ee addresses delivered hefore 
Paras gatherings of citizens. In 
Ra hes, at Canadian Legion meet- 
ka a and in the shadow of Ceno- 
| aa commemorating the sacrifices 
We Nose who died in the first World 
N speaker after speaker pleaded 
Fe aan arousing of public conscience 
+ Sag Bravity of the reinforcement 
Ministers of the faith told their 
Congregations they had a moral re 
Sponsibility in this matter. Com- 
a 


munal leaders, ex-servicemen anal 
Others, pictured Canadians dying) 


unnecessarily because “our Goce 
ment is gambling with their lives! 


The name of Col Ralston, resigned! 
figured promi-) 


described as “bold and couragcous| 
conviction.” 
| Failure “a Disgrace” 


At Kitchener George Wilkins, 
\first vice-president of the Kitchener- 


Legion, tola citizens in Waterloo 
Park that the failure of the Govern- 
ment to reinforce the Canadian 
Army overseas was “a disgrace.’ 
ni-day conditions would have} 


lin the prewar days, he declared. 

“The boys overseas are crying for 

greinforcemen's while 80.000 are here 

Jat home living on the fat of the 
‘and and having a good time,” said 
ir. Wilkins. 

Rev. John V. Mills of Knox Pres- 
lpyterian Church, Waterloo. de- 
\clared: “Are we going to allow those 
who are capable of reinforcing th? 
troops overseas to sit back and hold 
3195 an hour jobs after the war 
while nothing is done for those now 


p 


fighting in the front lines? 


Noeded at Once 


Members of 
Legion branch, 


the Peterborough 
some of them yet: 
zo Wars, passed a resolu- 
prane manly at their Remem- 
E Day dinner Saturday night 
eee ving jhe stand of the Dominion 
per ani on the manpower issue. 
E resolution called attention te 
the immediate ne Pre 
} jlizati o e 
mob nd requested that the Gov- 
sources “take steps at once to im- 
{ne plebiscite send 
l] fully trained men called 
S.R MA. 
sail, date,” the reso- 
“this action should be 
intain a reasonable 
jn this country and 
dian prestige in the 
allies.” 
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who was guest 
heering audience: 
to agitate until 
the Canadian 
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Reinforcements 


Nether M. F. Hepburn, a member 
{the Legion, nor W. H. Mills, M.P, 
for Elgin, attended the meeting, 
<ingston Corps Acts 


| the King Government was cele 
ured in a resdlution adopted by 
the Canadian Corps Association at 
Kingston, Fallure to send Home 
Defense troops overseas to be used 
as reinforcements, was condenined, 

Speaking at an Armistice amb 
versaty service im Christ Church, 
Chatham, Sunday, Major the Rey, 
R, D. Mess called upon the King 
Government to Implement the man- 
dalo of the plebiscite Immediately 
and institute compulsory overseas 
service, He charged the Goven- 
ment was “gambling for time with 
the problem of — reinforcements." 
Major Mess spoke on the text from 
St. Luk ‘or what King, going to 
war against another King, sitteth 
not down first and consulteth 
whether he de able with 10,000 to 
meet him that cometh against him 
with 20,000." 

Referring to the session of the 
Dominion Council of the Canadian 
Legion in Ottawa last week, Major 
Mess said that as soon as the coun- 
cil made clear its reaffirmation of 
its stand on the conscription issue 
telegrams came from all parts of 
Canada, including Quebec, support- 
ing the action. 


Concerned About Fighters 


“The core of the whole matter Is 
the Legion's concern about how the 
men at the front are faring,” sald 
the rector. “In the last war they 
knew from bitter experience what 
lack of equipment meant in the face 
of a well-equipped enemy, and also 
what lack of support meant at some 
crucial moment. The evidence is 
that the men at the front are not 
being adequately supplied with re- 
inforcements* they are being over- 
loaded with duty, which is causing 
bitterness and war fatigue, and such 
conditions must prolong the war 
and add to the ultimate casualty 
list. One thing is certain: we can 
never be happy about what is going 
on until Col. Ralston's letters io the 
Prime Minister are published, As 
long as they are not published, all 
other statements, however plaus- 
ble, made by the Prime Minister, 
or other Ministers, will be loaded 
with doubt. 

“The alarm caused by the resig- 
yation of Col. Ralston is largely 
aggravated by his own personal 
characteristics and qualities,” con- 
tinued Major Mess. “No man in 
Canada is better equipped to In- 
vestigate, analyze and evaluate any| 
problem in the Deparlment of De- 
fense. His conclusions and findings 
are, therefore, of paramount impor- 
tance.” 

The speaker asserted that plaus- | 
ible as Mr. King’s remarks may 
seem to laymen, they had a hollow | 
ring to ex-seryicemen. In view of | 
Mr. Churchill's statement that the 
war may be prolonged and its sev- 
erity greatly accentuated, the ques- 
{ion might well be asked, sald the 
speaker, as to the future of the 
Canadian troops overseas. 

“What are our boys in for at the 
front?” asked Major Mess, “What 
does Mr. Ralston's evidence indi- 
cate?” One is almost mege to reel 
by Mr. King that he jis the sole 
castadian of unity In Canada, Well, 
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yo years. turned out 
Saturday night, The} 
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he has had his way for a long time, 
Has unity increased or decreased 


war? 

Accurate Evidence 
“As a congregation must our In- 
terest go no further than the send- 
Ing of socks and Christmas } par- 
cels, or do we think, as a group 
of people, that we have a right to 
register our disapproval and con- 
cern when the accurate evidence, 
Mr. Ralston's evidence, is deliber- 


ja splendid 


since the commencement of thej 


as lo where I stand 
ic, Supposing we all do 
e, what do you think will 

At any event, we shall 
‘Nave the satisfaction of knowing 
that we have done all In our power 
to support. the men from this con- 
gregation serving at the front.” 
Nosoworthy nt Oshawa 

All across Ontarlo there Is deep 
concern over yelnforcements, J. W. 
Noseworthy, M.P, for York South, 
sald In an address before the 
Oshawa CCF, club Sunday night. 

“Nelther the appolntment of Gen. 
McNaughton nor Prime Minister 
King's brondeast has allayed that 
uneasiness,” sald Mr. Nosovorthy. 
“In fac, Mr, King's broadcast In 
Which Ne admitted an Imminent 
need for rolnforcements for our In- 
fatty, to bo met In part by remus 
toring, In part by further attempts 
to induce those alrendy trained to 
volunteer, and In part by matntaln- 
Ing the home defense army through 
further call-ups, has increased the 
public concer. The publle hns 
long renllzed that the only Justici- 
cation for the Government's polley 
Is the almost certain effect direct 
conscription would have upon cer 
lain sections of the Canadian pub- 
Ne. These sections aio not confined 
entirely lo Quebee, though the con- 
vietion that consideration of Que- 
bee ts the Government's chief renson 
for pursuing the course IL has, Is 
growing rapldly jn the country, 
Limit to Tolerance 


“The Canadian publie generally 
has been very tolorant of the Gov- 
ernment's action and very tolerant 
toward Quebec's opposition to con- 


scription, but there is a very def- 
inite limit to that tolerance, and the 
latest developments at Ottawa are 
putting that tolerance lo a severe 
lest. There is grave danger that 
Canadian unity may receive a more 
severe shock from what might hap- 
pen in, the English-speaking Proy- 
inces if adequate reinforcements 
are not forthcoming immediately 
than anything that may happen in 
Quebec as result of the adoption of 
direct conscription. 

“Canadians will not stand by and 
see their sons slaughtered because 
of lack of adequate reinforcements. 
Certainly not while there are thous- 
ands ready trained at home. The 
Government is overestimating the| 
danger from Quebec and underesti-| 
mating the danger from the rest of 
Canada, Even unity can be bought 
at too high a price.” 


Wants Draftees Removed 


Branch,114, Canadian Legion, Oak- 
ville, at an emergency meeting Sun- 
day afternoon passed a resolution 
authorizing a special committee to 
ask the mayor and councll today to 
make immediate application to Mili- 
tary DistricL No, 2 requesting re- 
moyal of draftec troops now enga; 
ed in railway work in thjs area. _ 
The Leglon meoting \was feld 
after the annual service abthe Ceno- 
taph, In the meantime, the Legion 
wants Oakville declared out-of- 
bounds to draftees, 

John G., Foster of the Legion 
stated that clulzens whose sons and 
daughters are serving overseas as 
volunteers have complained about 
draftee troops being put on civillan 
work In a community that has such 
war record. At the 
Legion mecting, Jt was said that in 


[Oakville Saturday night some of 


the draftees were “throwing their 
weight around.” 

Condemning the policy of the 
Government on the reinforcement 
question, Harold Miller, president 
of Branch 94 of the Canadian 
Legion at Windsor, declared’ at a 
Legion dinner Saturday night that 
“our boys are taking it at too rough 
a puce over there, and I am just 
as mad about-it as you are.” Mr. 
Miller indicated that his. branch 
proposed to support the stand of the 
Dominion Command on the ques- 
tion of sending reinforcements over- 
seas. 

The 5ist Howitzer Battery Asso- 
clation of Ottawa, made up of vet- 
lerans of the first war, passed at an 
‘Armistice Day meeting a resolu- 
tlon urging immediate application 
of overseas conscription. A copy of 
the resolution will be sent to Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King. 
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y withheld? 

a shall we do?” asked the 
the first piace Nye 
shall support as we have way 
done, every measure that is en- 
acted by the Government to prose- 
cute the war. But every one of us 
in a democratic state has an in- 
dividual responsibility, and the time 
has come where we cannot any 
longer all 
carry 


minister. “In 


. made after the plebiscite in 1942 that “when 
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Veterans of One Mind 


When Gen. McNaughton was appointed De- 
fense Minister to succeed Col. Ralston he 
recommended that the draftee army pe sén 
overseas as reinforcements, Governme sap 
porters expected that the MeNaugsion Pee 
would hold the veterans’ organizations = ie 

The result has been the opposite. Bo fie 
Canadian Legion and the Canadian aa 3 
sociation, the two main bodies of veterans at 
this and the last war, have been most rgen 
in their repudiation of the policy of Messrs a g 
and McNaughton to keep the draft army from 
Ee ae niet presented by the Dominion Com- 
mand of the Canadian Legion to Mr. King did 
not mince words. Nor did the Canadian Corps 
‘Association. In a motion moved by Major G. 
F. Davies, Dominion president of the corps, the 
position of his organization was made clear. 
Both bodies want trained reinforcements for 
those fighting in Italy and the Lowlands. Both 
insist that the Government carry out its pledge 


necessary” the draftees would be sent overseas. 

The veterans’ bodies have long campaigned 
for total war, for the draft for service anywhere 
as the most efficient manner of organizing for | 
war. The appointmeut of an old comrade to 
the defense post has not altered their view. 
In fact, it has strengthened it, for they know 
the urgency of sending the men in the home 
army, which numbers 70,000, and which has 
many in its ranks who have had years of 
training. 

Major Davies, in speaking on the Corps’ reso- 
lution, hit hard, though under the circumstances 
not unfairly, when he said: 

“The whole of Canada’s constitutional history 
has never witnessed a more flagrant use of 
political trickery to escape the fulfilment of a 
Government promise. The Government has 
maintained a stay-at-home Zombie policy behind 
the shelter of Col. Ralston’s promise that they 
would be sent when needed. Now when the for-* 
mer Defense Minister says he must recommend 
the use of the Zombies overseas, we find Mr. 
ane pa the responsibility for the Minister’s 
statement i i 
ihe Minigton the simple expedient of replacing 
ai A E bea does not provide trained 

or the men overseas, and evi- 

as Pies of the immediate need 
ielp. not a doubt in the Canadian 
Legion and the Canadian Corps, whose loyalty 
to the men doing the fighting is beyond question. 
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, Ralston Replies to Mr. King 
r compulsion of Prime Minister King's 
ent of the facts as he presented them 
ment in urging that Canada's con- 
de sent overseas, Col. J. L. Ralston 
Silence. In his revelations he has 
[the nation’s worst fears. Col. Ralston 
thing very plain: By holding to the 
ntary Sy tem Mr. King and Gen. McNaugh- 
are gambling with the lives of our fighting 


ut went on to say tnar it concerned “not an 
shortage oí reinforcements now, but a 
‘shortage in the next few months,” Fear- 
g that this statement “might lead to the in- 
ence that I did not stress the urgency of 
ction” (as it most certainly did) Col. Ralston de- 
ares that such an inference “would be wholly 
correct.” 
“Time was all-important.” That is what Col. 
alston told the Cabinet. On his visit to the 
onts he had found reinforcement pools “so 
pleted as not to ensure the prompt replace- 
ent of casualties”; that after talking to the 
eld commanders “it appeared clear to me that 
ough volunteer personnel could not be made 
vailable to meet the need"; that even by using 
re §,000 draftees now trained for combat duty 
ere would be a shortage of reinforcements in 
ecember which those troops would not make 
ood until after Jan. L 
“If we were to be fair to our fighting men 
e could not afford to take chances on (such) 
mcertainties” as a decline in casualties or an 
hrly ending of the war. “We must base our 
lans,” Col. Ralston had insisted, “on the care- 
y prepared estimates of our own and other 
gh military authorities and act accordingly.” 
so acting Col. Ralston rejected the alternative 
o reduce our commitments or break up units 
formations.” 
Such a course, even if desirable, would re- 
ire time—time in which to train the men that 
ould be transferred to the infantry in infantry 
arfare. But the need was too grave, and Col. 
lalston came to the corclusion “that the only 
actical relief for the urgent situation which 
ced us was to recommend that we draw on the 
lained N.R.M.A. infantrymen, and to have them 
» hana in the battle areas at the earliest pos- 
ble moment.” 
It has long been acknowledged that Col. Ral- 
on believed ın compulsory service... But, as did 
hers in the Cabinet, he made his view amen- 
mle to the will of the Government majority at 
time of the plebiscite, conditional to the 
jme Minister's pledge that conscription would 
£ employed when necessary. Repeatedly Col. 
4)ston stood on that pledge in assuring a 
nubled Parliament that the men overseas 
ould not be let down, 
Col. Ralston satisfied the time had come, that 
e was no “pracUcable alternative” that 


ossib 


uld satisfy the emergency and overcome the 
orcement shortages recommended that the 
tees go overseas. But in rejecting his recom- 
dation the Cabinet would give him no “ase 
nce that the Government as 4 whole con- 
cd that the Prime Minister’s speeches 
itted the Government to this course.” 

is is an amazing revelation and one which 
ants the public’s stern attention. It reveals 
ing which the Prime Minister labored so 
d to conceal in his speech to the nation five 
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laddress offered nothing now to stem 


jbrain-child, the NR-M.A; which lov- 
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SIMCOE REFORMER 
Seml-Weekly 
Prime Minister King In his radio 


the wave of revulsion that has 
swept the Canadian natlon follow- 
ing Col, Ralston's resignation on 
the reinforcement Issue. 

The Prime Minister based hls 
whole argument against sending 
draftees overseas on the completely 
“volunteer” character of the Cana- 
dian Army overseas, ànd he maln- 
tained that it would be wrong to 
reinforce it with conscripts, Mn 
King overlooked mentioning the sall- 
ent fact that since 1941 a large pro- 
portion of the men enlisting In the 
Canadian Army did so because of 
the fact that they were “called up” 
under Mr, King's own ingenious 


fed all fit‘young malo Canadians for 
compulsory military service. 

They were CONSCRIPTED, al- 
though it Is true that they were 
conscripted for “home defense” only, 
They could not be compelled to go 
overseas. To the credit of many 
of these young men, they enlisted 
before the call-up was received or 
they went “active” upon enlistment. 
Other thousands did, not do. so, 
What happened? Mr. King slated 
last night that many thousands of 
draftees had eventually “volunteered” 
to go overseas and he predicts’ that 


[many additional: thousands will do 


so if properly approached. Does 
this mean that we are going to wil- 
ness all over again the pressure 
tactics at army depots, the discrimi- 
nating methods in army training 
centres and the shaming and taunt- 
ing of draftees to go active, Be- 
cause that is precisely how a, sub- 
stantial part of Mr. King’s “volun- 
teer” army overseas was raised. 
Don't let any one tell you‘ differ- 
ently, because any man who was 
connected with the army from 1941 
to 1944 can verify that statement if 
he was not wilfully blind. ~ 

To talk as Mr. King does of, the 
100 per cent “volunteer” personnel 
of the Canadian Army is nonsense, 
and to refuse to send the recalci- 
trant draftees overseas because they 
might contaminate the troops in the 
field is farcia. When the Minister 
of National Defense resigns because 
jhe realizes the dire need for help 
[for the overseas army and because 
‘Mr. King refuses to despatch the 
68,000 zombies overseas, surcly this 
is not the.time to sidestep the issuc 
and call for a voluntary recruiting 
campaign. 

Having established for political 
reasons the iniquitous two-army Sys- 
tem and carried the back-door Con- 
scription policy as far as it will go, 
Mr. King now pleads with his fel- 
low-countrymen to help extricate 
him from the military morass in 
which he Is floundering, Having 
lost the confidence of a large part 
of the nation, Mr. King should re- 
sign and make way for a coalition 
Government that will not hesitate 
to do its duty. | 


MIDLAND FREE PRESS HERALD 

Prime Minister King presumably | 
will tell in his radlo broadcast what 
Col. Ralston demanded. To date he 
has tried to gloss It over as one 
of those things which speak for 
themselves. That does not satisfy | 
the fathers and mothers of men, 
who are in the front line, They! 
want to know what was recommend” 
ed and why it cannot be done. .,. 

Mr. King’s Government has an 
excellent war record except for its 
mad manpower muddle. The crea- 
tion and training of a home de- 
fense army at a cost of hundreds 
of millions of dollars, made up of 
men who were allowed the privi- 
lege of choosing whether they 
would fight or not, has been a farce 
from the beginning, IL was done to 
satisfy a Province which has never 
understood that this is Canada’s 
war, and which still belleves we 


—— 


Alarmed by King’s Decisions 


wore dragged Into St as Britaln’s 
slaves. 

The fact that Quebec Is so pre- 
dominantly {solationtst in outlook 
is due In large measure do Prime 
Minister King and the Liberal poli- 
ticlang. Year after year since the 
Inst war they played to anti-con- 
scription sentiment so as to get 
voles, Tho Torles dd, It too, but the 
Liberala were = more successful, 
When they might have been busy 
educating the people of that Prov- 
Ince (o thelr responsibilities bs Cao- 


nadinns who live In the world and 
have dutles in that world, they 
Nave been exploiting prejudice, The 
outbreale of-war provided’ an ex- 


cellent opportunity for a real nl- 
templ ‘to make the Quebecols un- 
derstand the Issues ns thoy affect- 
ed Canada, bul for some reason 
or other that has never been done. 

And so the chickens havo come 
homo. to roost, i r 


CANADIAN STATESMAN 
Bowmanville 

It “everything speaks for Itself," 
as Mr, King so nalvely suggesls, 
then the Prime Minister has re- 
Jected the findings of the only re- 
sponsiblo Minister who has Intimate 
knowledge of present. front-line con- 
ditions, and has taken the advice of 
those who recently have been no 
nearer the front than thelr Ottawa 
offices. The new Minister, Gen. 
McNaughton,. back in Canada for 
nearly a year, is reported: “I've 
been back too long to know the 
facts," but he accepted office “‘fear- 
ful of acule issues that may divide 
the country.” If “everything speaks 
for itself” there is no other con- 
clusion than that politics, not rein- 
forcements and saving lives, is the 
first consideration of Mr, King and 
his Cabinet. Appease Quebec under- 
scores McNaughton's statement and 
Mr, King’s actions, 


THE MUSKOKA HERALD 


It is to Col. Ralston’s credit that 
he firmly stuck by his recommenda- 
tions and was prepared to sacrifice 
his responsible position rather than 
back down, Rumors that several 
other Ministers would follow him 
have not materialized and evidently 
the responsibilities of office have 
been stressed to some of these men 
and they have been swayed from 
taking the step their inclinations 
would at first have dictated. The 
approaching election and the results 
of thelr actlons may have helped 
them in swallowing their impulses 
and subduing for a time at least 
their principles In this matter. 

Far more surprising was Gen. 
MecNaughton's acceptance: of Col. 
Ralston's post. Some time ago we 
were assured that the general was 
too ill to carry on his duties and 


+ 

ife on general's pension. In acl 
cepting the appointment he appar- 
cntly accepts the principle of n 
political divislon of the army and 
wil) continue the policies which 
have led the Government to their 
present position Jn the manpower 
question. ++ 

Some sections of the country may 
he satisfied with the outcome of the 
nftalr, but Jt Is hardly Jikely to re- 
nct to the general credit of Mr. 
King's Administration when the ad- 
vice of a responsible Minister, who 
studies the batve-front situation, 
is dealt with In such a fashion. One 
can well ask what are the main 
principles which guide the present 
Government in making such de 
clsions, 


FORT ERIE TIMES-REVIEW 
Unless they have changed their 
minds, since the dnfomous plebi- 
scite, a vast majority of Canadians 
In all Provinces but one disagree 
with the new Minister. It ts also 
a reasonable assumption that his 
redecessor in office also disagrees 
with him; and Col. Ralston has 
had access to all the reports of of- 
ficers inthe field, or at Ottawa 
which are now available to Gen, 
McNaughton. "y 

But Il voluntary enlistment Isl 
lo continue as the sole means of 
obtaining men for service overseas, 
what earthly excuse can there be 
for maintaining an army of be- 
tween 70,000 and 80,000 men Jn Can- 
ada? After more than five years 
of war, these men have not been, 
and presumably never will be or- 
dered to fire a single shot against 
the enemy. They are in uniform 
and under military training by 
compulsion, but do no fighting. 
Neither do they do anything else 
toward defeating the aggressor na- 
tions... e ` 


Surely Zombie Army 
Could Do This Chore 


Some people think that our 
Zombie army is useless and just 
another expense to the taxpayer, 
which will undoubtedly be true if 
something isn't done soon. The law 
states that they cannot be sent 
within 3,000 miles of a combat area, 
but I see no reason why they can- 
not be sent overseas the day the 
war ends, as the Army of Occupa- 
tion, so that our boys over there 
can come home to thelr well-earned 
rest. 

I also hope that when the next 
election comes up we do not make 
the same blundering mistakes as 
the last time. We want a man at 
the head of this country. 


only lately he was retired to civilian 


Toronto. Charles Little. 


SENT TO FRONT 


Canadian soldiers overseas for] | i e 
political considerations,” Lt.-Col. Pah ee other compinies onan 
Alan Cockeram, Progressive Con- ipoe Gen. McNaughton know 


servative tandidate in South York, 
charged Saturday evening in an ad- 
dress to war veterans of General 


Engineering Co. (Canada) Ltd. 


Gen. McNaughton will be wasting 
his time and the taxpayers’ money 
if he retraces the tour of the battle 
fronts made by Col. Ralston, former 
Cocheram 
recent 
Mc- 
Naughton prove that on this issue 
he has lost the confidence of the 


Col. 
that 
Gen. 


Defense Minleger, 
said. He claimed 
demonstrations against 


Canadian people. 


Six questions propounded to the 


new Defense Minister by Col, 
Cockeram are: 
“Does Gen, McNaughton know 


CLAIMS TROOPS 
FROM HOSPITAL 


rime Minister Mackenzie King 
and Defense Minister McNaughton 
“are prepared to sacrifice all our 


i 
“Does Gen. McNaughton know) 
that a Western Canada regiment in 
a recent regimental attack made 
the attack with a total of 92, all, 
ranks, and that the establishment 
of an infantry regiment is 782? 
“Does Gen. McNaughton know 
that recently a company of the, 
Irish Regiment was sent into an at- 
tack with a total strength per com- 
pany of 72 men, Instead of the es- 
tablished strength of 136 men? A 
“Does Gen. McNaughton know 
| that in order to extricate this com- 


that thousands of young French-| — 
Canadians have left Quebec and are) 
working In essential industries in i 
other Provinces to ayold military Fi 
service? = 
“Doés’ Gen. McNaughton know) 
that ofthe troops actually in the 
front Ilne, approximately 46 perj — 
cent are from Ontario and less than) 
5 per cent from Quebec?” ; 


that in the casualty lists of the last 

few weeks many men are appearing 

en ‘killed’ column ene were 
rectly from hospital 

front inet cee ee 
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: c u topal: to the Chiel 
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© Stbetrary measures JUNIUS. 
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The Deceptive ‘Pledge’ 


For two and a half years the Federal Gove 
| e™ment has masked its misshapen manpower 
Policy behind the pledge “Conscription if neces: 
Sary |.. the maintenance of Necessary reinforce: 
ments for Canada’s army overseas” — Prime 
Minister King’s own definition of the meaning 
©. of Bill S0. It has been the cloak for every de 
S Seption; the stock answer to all criticism, all 
© fears, and all questions. 

: No one had occasion to use that pledge more 


He stood on it repeatedly. He believed 
in it, and, as events have demonstrated, was pre- 


pared to stand by it. But in doing so Col. Ral- 
„Ston was himself deceived. ln describing the 
circumstances under which he resigned, he made 
_ this astounding revelation: 
My recommendation was not accepted, 
nor could 1 get any assurance that the Gov- 
ernment as a whole considered that the 
Prime Minister's speeches (June and July, 
1942) committed the Government to this 
course. 
+ In effect, what Col. Ralston said was that 
Mir. King’s word, the pledge which the slavish 
partisan press has trotted out on all occasions 
as proof of the Government's integrity, is 
i worthless. It is significant that Mr. King in 
it defending his rejection of the Ralston recom: 
© mendation to the people last avenne nay night 
iN gid not repeat his pledge. There has een a 

‘E labored effort on the part of some press sup- 

"Sorters to suggest he did. But the closest Mr. 

4 Lose came to it was to say: 

They (the draftees) will continue to be a 

tential ultimate reserve of reinforcements 

whose compulsory _employmen relop- 

of war may, in the light of develop 

r4 theatrrcumstances, have to be reconsidered. 
ply inference to those who have need of it, 
i, pa jd be that Mr. King’s pledge still stands. 
l © coU Siess that is the inference Mr, King hoped 
ig rey ticn would draw and be sausfled with, But 
= gee »s crisis, when the lives of our fighting 
hag all that matter, and especially in view | 
ayn “Ralston's statement, inferences are not | 

8" o q 


“enough. ent the former Minister has 
, By peehea of the Government under 
i See Te question. Itis a most. serious charge, 
z pearen nE action of the Government must be 
and ey a in its light. If it means anything, It 
pape there could be no time when the 
~ means ould be redeemed; that the determina. 
$ pleage hold to the voluntary system Is as final, 
g ~ tion to ble, as Minister of Justice St. Laurent, 
as AAi sald it Was; that: the-piedgentsein tact 
} Jast We test deception of all. 
the gre Iston sald he could not get the assur. 
pl. on Government “as a whole.” But thore 
~~ ance of e Ministers to whom that statement 
: $ are ppn apply. Four Minister at least, Messrs, 
E pmi najd, lisley, Crerar and Gibson, are known 
3 od by Col. Ralston during the Cabinet 
4 te on his recommendation, By conviction, 
geba jr own public statements, they belonged 
o ad py thel They, too, must have been deceived, Once 
p4 Ela ced of the need, Mr, Crerar, for one, cer 
p rete «ill stand by his word. 
tainly į again inference Is not to be relied upon, 
ay these Ministers to dissociate themselves 
f yt ls «the whole” They before all others should 
i a forth and state thelr positions clearly and 
matically. ‘Their actions must square not 
prime Minister King’s pledge alone, but 
gheir own. ` I they meant what 
is now no loyalty, no political 
can justify: 1) 
he Situation as 


9 


er, 


E } 


: 
+ 1] 


to have sto 


sla 


with 
with 
mesiderations which 
ing Jonger Pa 


they said, | 


Extract 
TERMED AN INSULT 


full duty was, coming from hin, an 
(Insult, Tt sounded Nike the Jargon 
of va pollttelan who had bocome 
“trapped” by hla own decel, Jila 
advice that thoy shun ha Zomblo 


symbols of socalled Canadian unity 
and jo tho nation’s netiva army 
Wt they desired to being honor to 
thomselyves, thelt famillos nnd thelr 
country ts an admission that ha has 
‘no respect for hia vombles ny 
honorata Canadian soldiers and 
that they exist only an hla loola of 
appeasement, whioh ho brazenly 
uses to volnforea Ma anliDrithah 
mmy of Quebeo ovceupation, Ms 
Whole radio address reanrding ros 
Inforcements for owr fighting men 
was ofesuch ohitdishly weal reason 
ing that it quextions hs abltlty: to 
anali for the high offlee of Prima 
Milisler of Canaan, 
In demanding that properly tealn- 
ed and fully matured rolnforcoments 
Immediately bo sent to our “Eghte 
ing men” now in diro need of thom 
We should clearly understand (hat 
thelr lives cannot be savod with 
mealy mouthed coaxing or Premier 
King's empty promises. These 
emply promises and the fear of of- 
fending the antl-Brithsh bigots of 
Quebee spell desertion to those who 
willingly sacrifice and dlo for “de. 
ceney, justice and frecdom,.” 
Imagine the Prime Minister of 
Canada being so shackled to the 
selfish politics of an anti-British 
minority group that he belleves he 
Is democratically justiflod in using 
the nation’s manpower as an army 
to reinforce the voting strength of 
bis antl-Brilish supporters of Que 
bee rather than use It to reinforce 
our overseas “fighting men” who 
Now are In dire need of help. By 
thls action Premler King has ignor- 
ed the democratic rights of a great 
majority of the Canadlan people 
whose British and Canadian loyalty 
Is beyond question and has made 
himself and Canada appear un- 
worthy of the services and sac- 
rifices of those who willingly fight 
and die thut we may live in peace 
and security. M. Roy Dies, 
‘Toronto, 


VERY SERIOUS SITUATION 

Although our Primo Minister tn 
his recent apology tried hurd and 
gamoly to bring the number down to 
zero, he had finally to admit that 
there were at least 8,000 fully train- 
ed zombles in Canada. Along with 
those not quite ready there would 
be quite a recruitment pool here. 
The first instalment — the elght 
thousand—could bo sent overseas at 
once and the balancoylater on just 
as soon as thelr training was com- 
pleted. This would ensure a con- 
siderable body of troops for im- 
mediate use and a steady flow of 
recrults, thus perhaps preventing 
even “an exceedingly small number 
belng sent Into combat without ade- 
quate training.” If such were done 
now Instead of starting from 
scratch to train a doubtful number 
of volunteers, it might help to 
rectify what is admittedly a very 
serlous situation, 

In passing It would seem that the 
number—23,000—of Quebee draftees 
might Indicate a highly successful 
technique In draft dodging, 

N, Lindsay, 

Minett, Muskoka. -> 


ALTERNATIVES INDICATED 


I listened with great care to Mr, 
King's "apologia" over the radio. It 


Mr. King's Speech Censured b 


Prener King'a recent appeal to 
tho youth of the natlon to do thelr 


a From Lotters Indicato Anger and 
{hat the Government Is 
Ith two alternatives; miin 
enforce conseriptlon an 
defy Quebec; or, necondiy, It mny 
purse the prosent mothod. te 
sult of the present method ae : 
that hundroda of thousands of u ‘ 
jara Wil be apent endeavoring to 
nel tho tA-yonr-olda Into aol ere 
Jeo, after which (hey must he tral 
od from the bealiulig before oe 
can bo fit for service m the bat p 
floldn, Mr, King prefers this to the 
Q ey COUTAG, 
p tho expense of n signaturo to 
an Order-Jn-Councl, he could put 
In tho fleld, according to hls own 
figen, 60,000 men wholly or nar 
tlally trained, "hoso could bo ava i 
able for relnforcoments Jong be ore 
tho untralned J8-ycar-olds, It Is 
true that Gen, MeNaughton says 
he Is golng to see that {hese Home 
dofonso men aro Dipperz trained: 
"That valses several questions, 
Wirat, what have {ley been doing 
for the pant Tour Years ab aun ex 
ponso to Iho people of Canada of 
100,000,000 a your? Why haven't 


append 
faced w 
it mny 


why ts ho golng to spond more 
money training his home defense 
army, [fit Is goling to be kept at home 
and tho 1B-year-olds sent to flgnt? 
Third, is this unused legion to be 
kept in arms at huge expense until 
the overseas men are all returned 
and re-established ? 

The pollecy docs not seem to make 
common sense, unless Mr. King de 
sires unlty which can only be ob- 
talned, according to him, by obey- 
ing the demands of a minority. 
That may be King politics, but it is 
not democracy, nor Js It “equality of 
sacrifice,” 

In view of the fact that the Cana- l 
dian Army is now suffering for lack 
of trained reinforcements, how does 
Gen. McNaughton propose to carry 
out his political promise to bring 
home some of the boys for Christ- 
mas leave? That doesn't seem tol 
make very much sense elther. 
Regina. F. W. Turnbull. 
LIBERAL WANTS TO KNOW 
The recent radio speech of Prime 
Minister King, Instead of clarifying 
the reinforcements issue, as It 
should have done, has further 
confused and befogged it, As a 


6l 
o 


p 


W 


u 


y Correspondents 


thoy beon tralned before? Second! sults from his policy. 


how he is going to get out of the 
particularly awkward mess he fs in 
with his draftees. 
Chinese proverb: “He who mounts a 
tiger cannot readily dismount.” 


two 
overseas, so it can't be consideration 
for their future which keeps him 
from demobilizing the Zombies. He 
must 
might do 
chance at civillan re-establishment. 


orders them overseas, who actually 


King knows 
juggled 
speech 
could be shot so full of holes there 
for support and confidence. 


be reinforced by those who form 
such 


Distrust 


even jauntlly, getting across the > 
precarious thin ice of controversial : 
matiere, the speech was a character. 
Jatic masterpiece; but has It got us 
unywhere? Speaking for myself, 
no; only Into a state of Intensified 
bewilderment, and, as a Iifelong 
Liberal, one Who hates to see hig 
parly of 40 or 50 years at sea ang 
trimming its sails to favorable 
purtisan opportunism, of chagrin, 
Primo Minister King certainly 
muds an astute move, put over a 
fast one, when he appointed Gen, 
McNaughton to take Col. Ralston's 
position, He left the country gasp. 
Ing ond Opposition for the moment 
flabbergasted, enabling him to get 
his second wind. 
Toronto. 


David J. Ashbury, 


RESULTS TRAGIC 


With reference to Mr. King’s 
wagle of time and electricity on 
Wédnesday evening, one might con- 
sider position and his attempted 
A or eo Father “primet 
were it not for the tragic and un- 
necessary waste of lives which re- 


It is difficult, however, to see just 


How true is the 


Mr. King obviously doesn’t care 
hoots for the army fighting 


realize what public opinion 
if those men had first 
On the other hand, suppose he 
s going to make them go? If about| 
0,000 trained soldiers refuse to obey 
rders, what happens? Maybe Mr. 
the answer to that 
roblem he has created. 
Perhaps that is why Mr. King| 
figures so adroltly in a 
in which he contradicted 
imsel€ several times and which 


ould be nothing left but a bleat 


Perhaps Mr. King is expecting 
hat the first Canadian Army will 


a large part of {t—Poles, 


bit of rhetorical fancy skating, deft. 
ly skimming the edges and Nightly, 


Snid Prime Minister King in his 
radio address of Wednesday night: 
“When I realized that unless Col. 
Ralston's recommendations Were} y 
accepted by the Cabinet his vres- 
ignation would follow, 


seek the most expert advice I be- 


French, English, Scotch and Dutch! 


Something for Somebody's Memoirs ? i 


Ottawa Journal, Nov. LL , 


colleagues, {Including Col, Ral- k 
ston, that he Intended consulting =] 
Gen, McNaughton? A 


certain eventualtles, he would be 
prepared to take Col. Ralston's 9 
Place? ie 


Toronto, Edith Barcque. 


2. Did he, consulting him, ask 
him at the same time whether, In 


3. At what stage of the Cabinet 


followin 


Ina 
from Ot 


————- 


country, 


exists. 
national 


of this victo 


interesting 


the Montreal G 
following Paragraph appears: 

‘However, the dete 
porlers of direct conscripti 
rejoice French-Canadian 
ston's triumph would hay 
very unfortunate thing 


g: 


1. Did Mr, King tell his Cabinet 


Le Droit Newspaper 
Locates the Master Voice 


translation 
tawa Le 


It would 


No good in 
unit 


|the kin oj 
and who 


Droit published in 
azette Nov, 


have accen 
the deep division pusled 


even before 


discussions did Mr. King dis- 
close to the Cabinet—and to Col. Ş 
Ralston—that he had sought Gen, A 
McNaughton’s advice, and that 
the general was ready to become 
Minister of Defonse? iM 
4. Was Col. Ralston’s decision 
to retire from the Cabinet reach- f: 
ed before Mr. King's disclosure aia! 
that he had seen General Mo | 
Naughton, and that the general 
Stood ready to take over the De- 
fense Department, or after the dis- 
closure? 
There are rumors that Col Ral- 
ston did not really resign in the 
ordinary way, but that Mr, King, 
by pulling Gen, McNaughton from 
up his sleeve, In effect handed Ral- 
Ston his hat. Perhaps they are only 
rumors; but seeing that they are 
Persistent and leave a nasty taste 
Yjin the mouth, wouldn't it be well to 
deal with them by giving the coun- 


try. the correspondence to which it 
is entitled? 


I accord- 


of an editorjal 


11, the 


at of the sup- 
on will 
S. Mr. Ral- 
e been a 
for this 


which 


ave yleld- 
to seal his! 
ext keneral) 
they were 


S where 
is, 


ave dieg 
jeverent i 


ug! 


KENNETH C. CRAGG 


(Staff).—Parlie- 
Wednesday, Nov. 


0 


$ Row ter to the Prime 
Ottawa, No , 33 resignation let 


Minister, 


ment will : Attack Indicated 
22, for a at which It is de-! Inevitably, it is believed, the Gov- 
lieved ster Mackenzie/ernment must face bitter attack 


for not assuming the responsibility 
that it would have ordinarily, and 
more so since the fullest authority, 
backed by the plebiscite vote of 
1942, was given to it when the coun: 
try absolved it of its pledge not to 


for a vote of confi- 
» Government's decision 


verseas 


D, 


instead of 


osition when the House opens and 
ask for a vote of confidence. 
If this course is followed it will 
the question of 
open to a full-dress debate, 
d whether or not the Government 
s to the country immediately in 
general election will depend on 
united the Liberal Party is be 
ind the Administration. 
ext of Statement 
Following is the text of Mr. King's 
tement calling Parliament: 
When, on Aug. 15, the House of 
mmons adjourned, on completion 
current business, it was ad- 
urned until Wednesday, Jan 31, 
45, wi® the proviso set forth in 
e resolution that “if it appears to 
© satisfaction of Mr. Speaker, after 
ynsultation with his Majesty's 
Fest rea that the public in- 


est requires that the House 
ould meet at an earlier time dur- 
ls the adjournment, the Speaker 
Ey give notice that he is so satis- 
bd, and thereupon the House shall 
pet at the time stated in such 
tice, and shall transact its busi- 
ss as if it had been duly ad- 
irned at that time” 

have, On ‘behalf of the Govern- 


td that it is in the public interest 
at the House should meet at this 
ne. 

The Speaker has informed me 


Mr. King's brief statement an- 
Parliament would 
the 


would be sent.” 


reinforce 


at he is notifying the members to 


eet on Wednesday, the 22nd in- 
ant, at 3 o'clock 


ipport for Ralston 


conscript for overseas service. 


In the clearest terms, Col. Ral- 


ston has been on record that, If 


the time came when it was neccs- 
sary to send draftees overseas, the 
draftees would be sent. Only yes 
terday, he reiterated: “I had under 


arce said there was no|stood Government policy to be that 
uestion of Mr. King changing his 

jon in support of voluntary 
-It was expected he would 
‘a statement outlining this 


if there was need for reinforce- 


[ments overseas and volunteers were 


not available, NRMA personnel 
“This,” he said, “was what I had 


taken from the Prime Minister's 


speeches in 142. It was in effect 
what I, as Minister, had repeatedly 
said in the House since.” 

Speeches Recalled 


In winding up the Government's 


side of the debate on the Mobiliza- 
tion Act amendment, Mr, King said 
in the House of Commons on July 
7, 1842: “I intend, therefore, if the 
time should come when the Gov- 
ernment decides that 
zome necessary to send overseas 


it has be 


men who have not volunteered for 
zeneral service, and I should be in 
dffice at the time, to ask my col- 
eagues to join me in seeing that 
Parliament is immediately informed 
of the Government's decision. If 
Parliament is not in session, I 
vould do whatever lies within my 
vower, to see that Parliament is 
nformed as soon as passible after 
he decision has been reached.” 

A little later in the same debate, 
he Prime Minister said: “Even if 
?arliament is not actually sitting, 
t can be brought together in a 
ew days. Under our wartime 
wractice of adjourning rather than 
vroroguing the session, there would 
ve no opening formalities. There 
vould be no need of further legisla- 
ion, merely an expression of con- 
idence in some form. It is virtual- 
y impossible to conceive of-a 
situation in which the lapse of a 
week will affect sending reinforce- 
ments overseas, since arrangements 
to that end could proceed con- 


currently with the reassembling of 
Parliament. ... 


Charge Time Wasted 


Critics of this latest move state 
bluntly that the plebiscite is now 
shown up as being as worthless as 
it was claimed to be at the time 
the vote was taken, and since, and 
that the long acrimonious debates 
of 1942 over the amendment to the 
Mobilization Act, an amendment 
which cleared the way for the Gov- 
ernment to fulfill its pledges. and 
to send. draftees Into overseas re- 
inforcement pools, were wasted. 

Gnawing at Liberal hearts already 
is a fear that the Cabinet crisis over 
reinforcements, climaxed by Col. 
Ralston’s resignation and the ap- 
pointment on Nov. 3 of Gen, A. G. L, 
McNaughton in his place, has 
wedged-a gap in any national unity 
that obtained, and that another new 
brawl in Parlament over the same 
issue Wi split the country still 
further and to the war efforts 
detriment. , 

Added to this, there js abrupt 
recognition of the. bald fact that 
political and racial battling on the 
floor of Commons over reinforce- 
ments and the method of obtaining 
them, at this stage of the war, may 
not sit well with the troops either 
in Italy or on the Western front, 
who, by Col. Ralston's estimate, will 
be experiencing a “considerable ag- 
gregate shortage in Infantry” rein- 
forcements by the end of December. 


40 Liberals Behind Ralston 


Early estimates tonight suggest 
that at elast 40 Liberals will support 


If the temper of Anglo-Saxon 
beral members is gauged properly 
this stage in the crisis, there is 
tle doubt that the answer will 
port the recommendation to send 
aftees into the fighting made by 
rmer Defense Minister Palston on 
5 return from the fronts. . 

Lt is believed that Col. Raiston’s 
tement of yesterday touched off 
is new move of the Government. 
rticularly aggravating to Mr. 
ng was his former Defense 
nister’s assertion that his recom- 
»ndation was not accepted “nor 
ald I get any assurance that the 
yvernment as a whole considered | 
at the Prime Minister's speeches 
nmitted the Government to this 
arse. 

rhe Prime Minister, in view of 
ıt statement and in view of the 
jed emphasis, over his own broad- 
;t statement last week, that Col. 
jston placed upon the urgency of 
iding draftees into the depleted 
antry reinforcement pools, was 
iced into the position, it was felt, 
paving to make a statement, 
aferred Choice 


Jne source suggested that, rather 
a embark on a newspaper war in 
tements, the Prime Minister pre- 
red 10 place the matter before 
rliament. One thing the decision 

do: It fixed the time in which 
, country may learn Col. Ralston’s 
ted reasons for his stand in his 


———— 


1 


to 
It is expected 
that Progressive Conservative and 
Social Credit members will support 


the Ralston stand as opposed 
that of the leader. 


it. The position of the C.C.F. at 
the moment is not too clear. They 
are on record, that iff Bill 80 were 
invoked and the Prime Minister 
asked for a vote of confidence, that 
they would move an amendment, 
demand that wealth also be zon- 
scripted and, in the end, probably 
support the Government motion. 
If any of the 65 Quebec members, 
French or English, voted against 
confidence: in the voluntary plan, it 
would be a matter for surprise, 

At the press conference Noy, 2, 
when Mr. King announced © the 
resignation of Col. Ralston and the 
appointment of Gen. McNaughton 
as Defense Minister, he said he 
could see no reason for calling Par- 
liament before Jan, 31. 

Under Fire Sinco 

Since then,the voluntary overseas 
service policy has come under fire 
from various quarters, Including the 
Dominion Council of the Canadian 
Legion, 

Defense Minister McNaughton at- 
tended the brief Cabinet sitting this 
afternoon, Gen. McNaughton will 
not have a seat in the House when 
it opens, but it is learned Mr. King 
will offer to give members an op- 
portunity of calling the Defense 
Minister before .a secret session. 
Gen., McNaughton will be in a po- 
sition to place before members his 
complete plans for continuing the 
support of the overseas forces on a 
voluntary basis, 


Four QuebecRegimen 
Pledge Reinforcemen 
LaFleche Announces 


MONTREAL, Nov. 13 (CP), — Maj.-Gen. L. R. 

Minister of National War Services, in a statement a ee 
tonight, said that he, as a Quebec Minister, “has EA e 
responsibility of arranging to find the men needed for Fr 
Canadian units now in ata | m 

added that over the week-end he|at present in acti ima 
had obtained formal offers from| Germans on the erten tro thet 
the commanding officers of four] “I hold a similar o ont, 
Province of Quebec regiments that] commanding officer of the 
they would reinforce French-speak-| ment de Maisonneuve, the Reg) 
Ing regiments now on the battle- regiment in Canada to e 


ts, 


{fer from the s 


ts 


fronts, and he confidently awaited 
a similar response from another 


1939. 


mobilization after war broke ew 


regiment, “There will be others as “The commanding officers of 
soon as I have the opportunity toj Regiment de Joliette and a i 
put the matter up to the regi-| Regiment de Chateauzuay hee | 


ments.” 

Maj.-Gen. LaFleche, a native of 
Sorel, Que, who was himself seri- 
ously wounded while serving with 
the French-speaking Royal 22nd 
Regiment Jn the first Great War, 
and who was decorated with the 
DSO and French Legion of Honor, 
said that it was only three weeks 
ago that he learned, “for the first 
time,” of the reinforcement situ- 
ation. 


Patriotic Duty 


“I was convinced,” his statement 
continued, “that men of Quebec 


would, if the situation were placed 
before them with complete frank- 
ness, and on the basis of equal 
privilege for equal sacrifice, make 
it their patriotic duty to insure 
that never would their compatriots 
overseas be threatened with a short- 
age of reinforcements. According- 
ly, I volunteered to take the affair 
in hand, and virtually to guarantee 
the Province of Quebec's answer to 
the call for more men for French- 
Canadian regiments. 

“My proposal was not taken up. 

“A change in the Ministry of Na- 
tional Defense followed, and I was 
then asked to find the volunteers. 


Official Offers 


“I am now in receipt of an offi- 
cial offer from the commanding 
officer of the Fusiliers Mont-Royal 
to raise a reinforcing battalion for 
the Ist Battalion of that regiment, 


ae, Rae 


given me similar- assurances, 
T eet the- offers of. rie, 
men om a fifth gb) 
ment. Quebec ia y 
First Appeal to Draftees 
“In each case the home r: f i 
offering a reinforcing battalion wal 
have the privilege of selecting the, 
unit it will reinforce. The firs) 
appeal to ‘go active’ will be made. | 
to NRMA men. | i 
“As I have always been, I ial j 
extremely proud of my compatriots | i 
and have every confidence in them | | 
“I have been very happy to ip} =| 
form the Rt, Hon. W. L. Mackenzie! 
King of these offers. He also in) | 
the hour of crisis had faith in his! j 


fellow-Canadians.” 
Other Regiments 

In addition to regiments men. 
tioned by Gen. LaFleche, Frenep-! 
Canadian units serving overseas are 
Royal 22nd Regiment, Three Rivers | 
Que., Regiment, Le Regiment de li! 
Chaudiere, and the Sherbrooke Regi! 
ment. 

Gen. LaFleche’s mention of “a 
change in the Ministry of National 


: Defense” apparently was in refer- 


ence to Hon. J. L. Ralston's resig- 
nation as Defense Minister and his 
replacement by Gen. McNaughton! 
former commander of the Canadian 
Army overseas, s 

Col. Ralston said in a statement 
issued at Ottawa last night that his 
resignation was requested by Prime, 
Minister Mackenzie King after al 
Cabinet disagreement over his pro 
posal that home defense troops be 
conscripted for overseas service to 
provide reinforcements. 


'A Soldier Writes Home 


We at Front Don't Think 


War Will Be Over Soon 


Below is an extract from a letter 
written by a Canadian soldier from 
Italy to his sister. At her request 
neither his nor her name is being 
disclosed. 


“What do you think of Major 
Smythe’s speech? „That fellow sure 
talks the truth. How these big shots 
can get up and say that the troops 
we get from Canada as reinforce- 
ments over here are well trained 
I don’t know. Some of the kids we 
have had come to us had never 
loaded or seen a gun like 
fore, far less being inside i de, 

“It's easy to see it when we are 
in action. They are the first to get 
it, and usually an old man or two 
is lost trying to look out for him- 
self and the other fellow as well 
I think they should give Smythe a 
medal for getting up and speakin 
his mind and the truth. £ 

“It Is usually the case, to 
its a kid just turned yee, where 
Army and signs active right off who 


ther, but the brother gets a letter, 
from Army H.Q. with the news- 
“Say, you want to get a look ot 
one of our front line newspa Bi 
There are really some good @' 
tions asked’ and some damn 8004 
ideas to what should be done. 
ever it’s the soldiers’ paper 
never gets any further. 
“Here I go making a speech 
again. However I'm sure you 
get from this our minds are M 
blank and we like to see fair P 
in this fight. It's all very well {oF 
the guy In the office or the 
called Canadian soldier still 
in Canada to say it's going to De. 
over soon. Believe me we at the) 
front don't think that way. Nor 6 
we count any too much 0n 
money deal after the war. 
“There Is going to be a 
thinking done and I'm afraid 
is going to be one who's not gog, 
to be in too much of a hurry. ar 
isn't much of a letter but {t's 6f 
there is to write about and at thal 
I'm taking a big chance jn 
ship, However, I'm sure It 


È 


FZ; 


comes over here, Has a 
overseas and wants to be s 
Some never get to see thelr bro- 


bring some points out thst 
folks of some over here W% 
to know.” 


Fair and cool. 


For complet 
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THE GLOBE AND MAIL 


WOULD LIMIT 
| TIMETOFND 
“VOLUNTEERS 


` Brantford, Nov. 13 (Special)— 
1 Canadian forces overseas must re- 
ceive adequate reinforcements with- 
out delay, W. Ross MacDonald, Lib- 
eral MP. for Brantford City, told 
< a Canadian Legion audience here 
3 -auring the week-end. 

“Gen. McNaughton believes he 
can persuade the Zombies to go ac 
tive. Every one admits that volun- 
teers make the best soldiers. If the 
general can persuade them to volun- 
teer for overseas service, more pow- 
er to him. So far as I am con- 
“cerned, I am willing to give reason- 
eble time; but ií the movement is 
unsuccessful, then the Zombies must 
be required to go overseas to rein- 
force our fighting sons,” Mr. Mac- 

d said. 

pot must be remembered that 
there were 4 great many in Canada 
who at one time wanted Gen. Mc- 
Naughton to be returned to Canada 
and to become Prime Minister,” he 
Satie unity is essential, he 
gaid, but unless adequate reinforce- 
ments arc provided for Canadian 
forces overseas, unity will be im- 
possible for many years to come. 
Members of the Home Defense 
Army must nol be disbanded before 
those serving in the active forces 

that Zombies can gel the picx 


obs, he sald. 
“rs ar Kelman, Interim minis- 


à 


ntral Presbyterian Church, 
eaae ei tbe Brantford branch of 
The Legion; Lt.-Col. A. P. Van- 
gomeren. hon. treasurer of the Pro- 
serial Command of the Canadian 
Legion, and W. W. Prior, vice-prosi- 
dent of Brantford branch, also 
‘strongly condemned the Dominjon 
Government for not enforcing com- 


pulsion for overseas service. . 
aE Ř—— 


(.0'5 TO HEAR 
NEW DIRECTIVE 
ON RECRUITING 


Ottawa, Noy. 13 (CP).—Commana- 
ing officers from every military dis- 
trict and command in Canada were 
assembling in the Capital tonight 
for a conference—beginning tomor- 
row—with Defense Minister Mc- 
Naughton, 

The meeting has been described 
as a “normal procedure under such 
circumstances” and saves Gen. Mc- 
Naughton the necessity of making 
a trans-Canada tour. It also is 
known he will not make a battle- 
front tour until he “cleans up” his 
present recruiting campaign. 

It was reliably learned he will 
outline to the commanding officers 
his views on voluntary recruiting 
and issue a new directive on the 
matter of encouraging recruiting— 
especially as to the method of hand- 
ling home defense draftees. 
Response to Appeal 

The conference will start amid 
rumors that there has been a 
widespread response to Gen. Mc- 
Naughton's appeal to draftces to 
volunteer, 

However, no official figures were 
available to support the reports 
which sald as many as 1,500 men 
had “gone active" since he spoke ut 
Arnprior, Nov. 5. 

It was indicated in army circles 
that recruiting figures might be is- 
sued bi-weekly beginning tomorrow 
or Wednesday. These figures had 
previously been withheld through 
security regulations. 

Ralsion’s Statement 

One source, commenting on Col. 
Ralston’s statement that untrained 
men enlisted now would not be 
available for combat until June and 
that men were needed next month, 
said Gen. McNaughton apparently 
was trying to get a flood of suffl- 
ciently trained draftees to volun- 
teer for immediate use as reinforce- 
ments, 

Commanders scheduled to attend 
the conferences are: Brig. P. Larn- 
shaw, M.D, No. 1; Maj-Gen. A. E. 
Potts. M.D. No, 2; Brig. F. Logie 
Armstrong, M.D, No. 3; Maj,-Gen. 
E. G. Renaud, M.D. No. 4; Brig. Ed- 
mund Blais, M.D. No. 5; Brig. D. 
A, White, M.D. No. 6; Brig, G. G. 
Anglin, M.D, No. 7; Brig. R. A. Mac- 
Farlane, M.D. No. 10; Brig. G. A. H. 
Trudeau, M.D., No. 12; Brig. F. M. 
W. Harvey, MD, No. 13; Maj.-Gen. 
F, F. Worthington, Camp Borden; 
Brig. W. C. Thackeray, Petawawa, 
and Maj.-Gen. G, R. Pearkes, Pa- 
cific Command, 


“Defence Army available for rein- | 


'| the need_ for reinforcements, 


Bracken Demands Ottawa do Duty 
By Sending Home Army Overseas 


Winnipeg, November 13.— 4 — 
John Balen; national leader ae 
the Progressive Conservative par 2 
“in the name of the Canadian peo- 
ple and for the protection of our 
men overseas,” called tonight up: 
on the Dominion Governmen o 
“fulfil its duty” by making the 
Home Defence Army available im- 
mediately to reinforce the Cana- 
dian Army overseas. yr o 

In statement on e , “grav 
issue now facing this country,” and 
in which he commented upon the 
declaration last night by the former 
Defence Minister, Col. J. L. Rals- 
ton, that the need for reinforce- 
ments overseas was “urgent and 
immediate,” Mr. Bracken said: 

“The issue is now clear. Are we, 
or are we not to back our fighting 
men to the limit by the only cer- 
tain means available to us, namely 
—to put immediately into effect an 
order-in-council making the Home 


forcemeats overseas.” , 

The statement was issued with 
the endorsement-of the party's na- | 
tional committee, now in session in | 
Winnipeg. It said the need for rein- | 
forcements was urgent and that) 
they could ke found only in Canada, 
where there was a large army | 
drafted by the present government. | 

Mr. Bracken said it was “com- 
mon knowledge" that the Dominion 
cabinet was “still divided and in a 


ed every member of the government 
to ie. publicly where personally 
he stands in this crisis. 

The statement concluded: 

“In the name of the Canadian 
people and for the protection of 
the men overseas. after due con- 
sideration of the gravity of the 
situation and with the endorsation | 
of the national committee of the 
Progressive Conservative party,. s. 
I call upon the government to 
fil its duty to our men overseas 
and to carry out the will of the 
people as expressed in the plebis- 
cite by passing the necessary or- 
der-in-council gnd_ spending the} 
available men in the Home a i 


peepee ee 


as reinforcements forthwith.” 


noo 


state of uncertainty.” He challeng- 


Ralston Report Cause of ‘Dismay’ 
To Free Press, King’s Voice in West 


(Special to The Gazette) 


Winnipeg. November 13. — T 
Winnipeg Shree Press, the Liban? | 
Government's most faithful Jour- 
nalistic supporter in the West, de- 
elared today that it considered the 
Mackenzie King administration de- 
{finitely committed by the Prime 
Minister's earlier speeches to send 
home defence draftees overseas if 
the army at the front runs short 
of reinforcements, 

In an editorial on Col. Ralston’. 
statement. of Sunday night, which 
it says wil “disturb and alarm the 
nation.” the Free Press says, 
“,.,. It is difficult to believe that 
present test of the voluntary prin- 
ciple can last much longer than the} 
end of November." 

The editorial notes Col. Ralston’s 
remark when his recommendation | 
of immediate conscription was | 
turned down in the Cabinet he} 
could not get any assurance that 
“the government as a whole con- 
sidered that the Prime Minister's 
speeches committed the govern- 
ment to this course.” 

Says the Free Press, “The pub- 
lic, It Is safe to say, will greet this 
statement with both astonishment 
and dismay." It then quotes Mr, 
King's pledge to resort to conserip- 
tion only It “circumstances should 
artse which would render the use 
cf compulsion imperative,” such as | 


adds, “To hear Mr. Ralst 
now that, in his opinion, other ain 


terpretations have been placed o 
Me King’s words by members ot : 
1s own government is startling.” | 


ve 


nm = mA 


Maj.-Gen. LaFleche, Minister 


ae 


o ‘Same Date 5 
Max., 41; Min; 33 


Monday, November 15, of last year? 


of) triotic duty ta insure that never 


ational War Services, in a state-; would ‘heir compatriots 


ranging to find the men needed! and virtually 
tion.” 

He added that over the weekend 
had-obtained formal offers from 


call for more 
Canadian regiments. 


overseas 


nt issued in Montreal last night} be threatened with a shortage of 
id that he, as a Quebec minister. | reinforcements. Accordingly, I vol- 
as assumed the responsibility of! untcerej to take the affair in hand 
to guarantee 
French-Canadian units now in| Province of Quebec's answer to the 
men for French- 


the 


My proposal was not taken up. 


commanding 


Similar response 
iment. “There will be others 
bn as I have tbe opportunity 


Gen. LaFleche, a native 
rel, 
unded while serving 
nch-speaking Royal 22nd Re 


s decorated with 


learned “for the first time,” 
reinforcement situation. 

ext of his statement: 
Reports having been made 


e. there may be a shortage 
inforcements for Canadian 


units now in action. 


e French-speaking 
> on the battlefronts; an 
nily 


he regiments. 


e basis of equal privilege f 


McNaug. 


À officers of four | 
ovince of Quebec regiments tbat | tional Defence followed and 1 was 
y would reinforce French-speak- | then asked to find the volunteers. 
regiments now on the battle- 
þnts and he confidently awaited 
from another 


who was himself seriously 
with the 


nt in the Great War and male 


ench Legion of Honor, said that 
was only three weeks ago that 


Government that, in the fu- 


try regiments overseas, I, as a 
‘bec minister, have assumed thc 
iponsibility of arranging to fina 
men needed for French-Canad- 


bver the week-end, I have ob- 
ed formal offers from the 
hmanding officers of four Que- 
regiments that they will rein- 
regiments 
I con- 
await a similar response 
h another regiment. There will 
others as soon as I have the 
ortunity to put the matter up 


war only en eae ago that 

hi rst time, of tue 
srned ea tHaaton. I was cor- | lioned by Gen. LaFleche, French- 
ed that men of Quebec would. 
e situation were placed before 
with complete frankness an 


L] sacrifice make jt thelr pa- 


A change in the Ministry of Na- 


I am now in receipt of an offi- 
cial offer from the commanding of- 
ficer of the Fusiliers Mont-Royal 
as to raise a reinforcing battalion for 
to; the Ist Battalion of that regiment 


matter up to the regiments.” | at present in action against the Ger- 


of | Mans on the Western Front, 

I hold a similar offer from the 
commanding officers of the Regi- 
ment de Maisonneuve, the first re- 
giment in Canada {to reach full 
mobilization after war broke out in 
1939. 

The commanding officers of Le 
of | Regiment de Joliette and of Le Re- 
giment de Chateauguay have given 
me similar assurances, 5 

I await offers of reinforcements 
from a fifth Quebec regiment. 
of| _[In each case, the home regiment 
in- | offering a reinforcing battalion will 

have the privilege of selecting the 
unit it will reinforce, The first ap- 
peal to “go active’ will be made to 
N.R.M.A. men. 

As I always been, I am extremely 
proud of my compatriots and have 
every confidence in them, I thank 
them for their never failing readiness 
to come forward when a situation 
has been properly presented to 
them. 

I have been very happy to inform 
the Rt. Hon. W, L. Mackenzie King, 
Prime Minister of Canada, of these 
offers. He also in the hour of crisis 
had faith in his fellow Canadians, 


In addition to 


to 


regiments men- 


Canadian units serving overseas 
are Royal 22nd Regiment, Three 
egiment, Le Regiment de 


d| Rivers 
erbrooke 


or | la Chaudiere and the 
Regiment. 
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a Liberal, 
House of 
death two 
Laurent sa 
ae Ban! 
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“Bonavent 
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Association, 
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—The Lower St. Lawrence riding 
of Bonaventure 
Liber Min ination for the rid- 
Alvarez St. Laurent, 


has offered De- 
MeNaughton the 


the Bonaventure 
announced 
was represented by 
Iphee Poirier. in tbe 
ommons until his 
months ago, Mr. St 
id he had written 
ster Mackenzie King 
im of the offer. 
ure county had reg 
percentage of vol: 
tments in the armed 


forces," he added. 
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2; Min, 26 
Last Year 


35 Min 


Max. 0 24, 
McGILL OBSERVATORY READINGS 


PRICK FIVE CEN'IS 


2 TO FACE CRISIS 


CONSCRIPTION ISSUE FORCES 
EMIER TO PROMPT ACTION: 
HOWDOWN LOOMS IN HOUSE 


.aF leche Takes Onus of Raising 


‘rench-Canadian Reinforcements 


ELBCTION POSSIBLE 


King Is Expected to Ask Vote 
of Confidence at Session 


— 


SENATE NOT TO MEET 


—— es 


Question of Government Pol- 
icy on Reinforcements Only 
to be Discussed 


By F. C. MEARS 

(Gazette Resident Correspondent) 

Ottawa, November 14. — Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King announc- 
ed tonight that after a brief meet- 
ing of the cabinet this afternoon 
he had instructed the Speaker of 
the House, Hon. James Glen, to re- 
quest the members of the House 
of Commons to return to their 
seats on November 22 at 3 p.m. 

The fact that only the House of 
Commons is being called to meet 
and that the Senate ls omitted from 
the summons makes It plain there is 
no Intention to have Parliament 
transact. any of the ordinary rou- 
line business. ~ 

The best guess late tonight was 
that the House was being called 
together to debate the main ques- 
tion of conscription and consider 
a motion of confidence in the gov- 
ernment for its refusal to send the 
draftees overseas, 

This would involve a polling of 
cabinet ministers and would serve 
to show how those who were re» 
ported to be supporting the Ral- 
ston position now stood, and it 
Would also be an atlempt by the 
Prime Minister to smoke out any 
other possible Liberal bolsters. 

Nothing but thisemililary maz 
ower"issue Will be before the les 
slators; “according mto then best m 
formation. After this is decide 
there would be adjournment unt; 
the New Year, provided, of course 


this fight does not result in a par 
liamentary upset or such a disclos- 
ure of opposition to the Govern- 
ment that the Prime Minister might 
decide to ask for dissolution. 

This latest and most significant 
move in the conscription battle is 
taken to mean that the issue that 
held the Cabinet in tense sittings 
for 10 days and resulted in Col, J. 
L. Ralston being forced out of the 
post of National Defence Minister 
and Gen. A. G. L. McNaughton be- 
ing called in as another desperate 


| move to find a way out of the mil- 
| itary manpower tangle, is now to 


be ‘presented to Parliament and 


‘then a little later to the people. 


The House had been adjourned 


‘to January 31 next but the Prime 


Minister has apparently concluded 
his antl-conscription policy could 
not take much more pounding [rom 
people and press, and that the 
period of waiting for the legislators 
and for national balloting must be 
cut short. 
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c 
The responsibility of tolerance lies with those 
who have the wider vision. 
—George Eliot, 


————————————— a 
MONTREAL, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 
po 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS MUST SPEAK OUT. 


The session of Parliament, which the Prime 
Minister has called for November 22, will provide 
the opportunity, not only for a fuller disclosure 
of the details of recent developments, but for the 
members of Parliament individually to declare 
where they stand on the issue now before the | 
country. Such outspokenness is particularly de- | 
manded of the individual members of the Cabinet, | 
since they all stand under the cloud of a serious 
charge. They are charged with aiding and abet- 
ting the Prime Minister in a policy of deliberate 
evasion. 

The charge is not vague but precise. Col 
Ralston had understood that the policy of the 
Government called for the use of the draftees 


a 


whenever a situation should arise in which suffi- |. p 


cient volunteers were not available. He had 

understood (as the Canadian people were led to | 
understand) that the draftees are a “potential |. 
reserve”, not to be necessarily used but to bel. 
used if necessary. “This is what I had taken | 
from the Prime Minister's speeches in 1942," says | 
Col. Ralston. “It was in effect what I, as minister, 

had repeatedly said in the House since.” | 

Now, however, Col. Ralston discovers that he | 
has been allowed by the Prime Minister and a | 
portion of his Cabinet, to help establish, through | 
his statements as Minister of National Defence, 
public confidence in a policy which the Govern- 
ment has no intention of putting into force. 

When he returned from his personal tour of | 
the battlefields and recommended to the Cabinet | 
that the draftees be sent overseas to mect a re- | 
inforcement need which can be met in no other 
way, Col. Ralston believed that he was proposing | 
the fulfillment of what had been the standing | 
Government policy. He soon found, however, that i 
the reaction was strangely different. “My recom- | 
mendation was not accepted,” said Col. Ralston, | 
“nor could I get any assurance that the Govern- | 
ment as a whole considered that the Prime Min- | 
ister’s speeches committed the Government to this | 
course.” - 

Col. Ralston makes it plain by his phrase “the 
Government generally” that a number, if not the | 
majority; -of—the-Cabinet. members are prepared | 
to become, or to continue to be, willing partners 
to Mr. King’s policy of deviousness. But he also 
makes plain, by this same phrase, that some, at 
least, in the Cabinet do not concur in this policy. | 

% a D ts 

Until the individual members declare where 
they stand, the whole Cabinet is clouded by the 
imputation of deliberate evasion. It is not good 
enough for the public, to have only unconfirmed 
Tumors as to who supports Mr. King's or Col. 
Ralston's interpretation of the Government's 
commitments, Nor is it good enough for those 
members Who are now fully aware of the Prime 
Minister's equivocation, and who have presumably 
protested against it, still to remain in the Cabinet, 
and to share the responsibility for the malnten- | 
ance of this equivocal policy. wee 

This is no ordinary issue, nor is this an ordi- 
nary time. The issue and the time alike demand 
the utmost in public responsibility and private 
courage. Those who are ultimately most con- | 
cerned and affected are the Canadians overseas | 


who have shown that th ossessed of both | 
these qualities, ert a f 


tha 


UZINTE. MONTREAT 


Our Own Obligations 


Sir, — Noticin " 
November 5, 1943, a letter dated 


E appearing as “A 
War Wifes Suggestion” in your 
paper, in which the idea is put for- 
ward that troops in Haly be with- 
drawn, rather than introduce con- 
Scription to reinforce both these 
Canadian divisions as well as those 
? in Holland, I would venture to query 
$ $ whether it js expected that the 
tc ies Sap so made in the Italian forces 
Pest Is made good, by conscripting ad- 
ka ditional men in U.S.A, or whether 
it ìs expected Great Britain will 
still further raise the age limit to 
conscript replacements, 
; After all Canada is quite cap- 
S able and intends to meet her own 
ia obligations, I think all will agree, 
$ G. B, HAYWOOD, 
fÀ Montreal, November 10. 
3 a ED 


Calling AU Mothers 


Sir, — Mr. King and his hench- 
men now seem to be working on 
tLe theory that what was good 
enough for Mr. King in World War 
I— staying in Canada — is good 
enough for the conscripts. 

To say all mothers and wives ate 
greatly disappointed in General 
McNaughton would be putting it 
mildly. But, again, why be sur- 
prised? Remember Dieppe. I have 
a son who was taken prisoner at 
the time of the blunder there three 
years ago — Still in Germany, 

Another son is in hospital and 
two more are in Canada, G. S. — 
men ready for overseas, In order 
to send reinforcements, must 1 
send my last son :t home. sixteen 
years old, or must I go myself? 
~ Now that a start has been made, 
I am appealing t° al mothers. 
wives, sisters and sweethearts of 
the boys over there to help and 
help at once. Regardless of the 
fact that one may be cowardly, a 
moron, etc, even a half-wit can 
stop a bullet. _ 

Don't give this up, women. Now 
it is our tum to show our boys 
that at least their women are 
thinking of them. A couple of 
thousand women enlisting might 
help, especially aan mi province. 
Z east it_is worth a try. 

Ako will be the first to enlist? 

MRS. M. J. LOGAN. 

Westmount, November 11. 


Undercurrent of Despair 


ir. — the wife of a soldier 
ae aaa I live with my ihre 
children in a very loyal part ot 
Canada where there is a splendi 
record cf enlistment. There as a 

> strong undercurrent of alarm 
pnd. despair that is increasing rap- 


iting. There is the feeling 
hee that the equality of sac- 
vif jn this war is not being 
ma evenly, and the women of 
Canada who have everything at 
stake on the battlefields of Italy and 
France are powerless to help their 


mT i ho havé 
ow of married men W 
Sc aeiseas for years and have 
been wounded and back hey zozo 
i t ere are 
To tee geen through the most 
unspeakable hell and back they go 
“the lines! If Canada js to be 
= at and sirong and if all our good 
PE are away with no adequate re- 
ee forcements so that they cannot 
| have leave to come home, then rey, 
| are lost forever and Canadan will 
| aifer in the years to come. If our 
| Prime Minister had a fami Me, e 
ae jd understand what this pari of 


Pe told-thetibe,velune| 
better than any other 


one, 
this 
wh 
telling 
whet 
d jake War is a dirty, Nl 
$ ibat all ‘have to share an 
hne noble part is doin u 
One man, a wo 
years, wrote home that he had 
| yeop had such a good time In his 
life and so many prolonged drinks, 
re wonders how many more there 
¥ like him. Granted that it takes 
1 Hone to train infantrymen—but we 
ey time. a right to ask what have the 
| hayi ses been doing all these years? 
Surely some of them can carry am- 
pueus ett pue ' SiopuL 
S BAON UON 


I believe in persuasion as against 


reion. 
coersio™ GEORGE S'Y, AUBIN, 
Montreal, November 11, 


Calls For Referendum 


Sir,—When we listen nowadays 
to the advocates of voluntary 
military service we miss the phrase 
that became so familiar during the 
early part Of the warr “The Cana- 
dian people do not want conserip- 
tion.” Jl was spoken with a par- 
ticular sort of emphasis on the word 
“want” A 

But it is spoken no longer, The 
decision just announced by the 
Government to continue the vol- 
untary system, one of the most im- 

ortant decisions in Canadian his- 
ory, was made almost certainly 
against the wishes of the Canadian 
people, 

lt is in a sense true that Canada 
bas a tradition of voluntary military 
service, a tradition derived from 
England, which in days gone by de- 

ended primarily on its nave for 

efence. But in 1914 Germany intro- 
duced an entirely new conception of 
wary war not fought to gain pos- 
session of some disputed piece of 
territory but for the supreme prize 
of world domination, and fought 
with all the country's resources in 
men and material, and scientilic 
knowledge. 

Germany had no room for what 
we call Zombies and draft-dodgers 
and it set.the pace: there was no 
room for Zombies and draft-dodgers 
in the countries opposed to it. Eng- 
land began the last war handicapped 
by the voluntary system, but for- 
tunately for us all it soon abandon- 
ed it. And Canada also abandoned 
it. It was and is as out of date as 
the artillery used in the Boer War. 

Neither Canada’ nor any other 
country can make full and efficient 
use of its resources withqut com- 
pulsion all along the. line: com- 
pulsory taxation, compulsory service 
in war industries, compulsory ser- 
vice in the armed forces. 

Is it wise that the decision whe- 
ther or not to revive and re- 
establish in Canada this tradition of 


idly under our present system of | 


voluntary military service should 
be made by a political party, a 
group of politicians concerned be- 
fore all things with its chances of 
winning the next gereral election? 
The conscription issue should be 
decided by the people. This country 
is a democracy: if the people want 
the voluntary system we must have 
it, good or bad, But do not let us 
have it in order to further the in- 
terests of a political party. 

Yhe conscription issue is too im- 
portant to be used as a weapon in 
our internal political warfare. It is 
too important to be confused with 
all sorts of other considerations ina 
general clection. It should be decid- 
ed by a referendum, Let us have the 
direct question: “Are you in favor 
of the immediate application of con- 
scription for general military ser- 
vice anywhere?” Then, if conscrip- 
tion is Imposed it will be imposed}: 
by the people, not by a political 
party, and no political party will 
deserve either phraise or blame for 
Introducing it. 

Many people, eager to see the end 
of the voluntary system, are asking: 
“What can we do?” I believe that 
the best answer is: “Telegraph to 
the Prime Minister asking for an 
Jmmediate referendum on the con- 


scription issue.” 
Ẹ FRED TROOP. 
Montreal, November 12. -~ 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1944 


A NATION'S HEALTH 


Is 


A NATION'S WEALTH 


THE HOUSE SHOULD DECIDE 


pe KING'S decision to call Parlia- 

ment will commend’itself to the people 
of Canada at this time. The controversy 
over reinforcements for the Canadian Army | 
overseas has become too serious to be allowed | 
to degenerate into a political squabble con- | 
ducted either through the newspapers or on! 
public platforms. As we said yesterday, the, 
Prime Minister is committed to go to the 
House for approval should the Government 
decide to introduce compulsion for overseas 
service, But he is equally responsible to 
Parliament for any other decision the Gov-| - i 
ernment may make. 


On what basis Mr, King will offer the| 
issue to the House he has not disclosed.| ` 
Whatever m 


ay be the outcome of the Sea: 
sion now 


called, the House is the proper| 
place in which to debate the issue. It should 
be remembered, however, that a House 
motion of non-confidence may precipitate an 


electicn, and by the time 
held it wi 


Premier 


an election can be| 
il be too late, according to both | 
King and Colonel Ralston, to get! 
reinforcements Overseas in time to be of any | 


use in 
an emergency, The House does not. 


meet until November 22nd. 


“Ralstor—n—tts-state=| 
ment, by stressing the ~ingaioy; of action,” ý 
narrowed the margin somewhat and em- 
Phasized the need for getting trained rein- 
Seen joes by mid-January. Colonel f 
e man who investigated the 


reinforcement Situation and should best ‘know i 
our needs. 


It is clear, then, that the issue given to 
the House of Commons should not be simply 
ence or non-confidence; the 
be asked to decide whether or 
not the trained draftees now available as 
reinforcements should be Sent overseas imme- 
diately. Tt lt decided ‘affirmatively they Ri 
could, according to Colonel Ralston, reach the 
battle area within two months. That would, 
Bet them to France by the end of January, | 


wi 

thin a short time of the emergency Period 
Colonel Ralston enyi di 

ree ae ia 


one. of ‘contig 
House should 


altitude Quebec might 


to colour the picture, but 
’ the attitude which Quebec 
might adopt t is too frequently forgotten 
hat both in the last war and this, leaders of 
ench-canadian thought and action have 
r faith in the province's will- 
e by the will of the majority. 


or more trusted leader of his 


ri Bourassa, during the great 
debate of 1917. There is no 
ose that far-sighted French- 
s or the mass of the people them- 
-take any other view in the 
t now confronts the country, 
while to recall just what views 
och-Canadian leaders held in 
the country faced a situation 
able! to that being discussed today. In 
to the Hon. Newton Rowell, written 
“1917, Sir Wilfrid ‘sald: = 
only Solution seems to me this: 
an appeal to the people, have it 


ht away, either in the form of a 
referendum or an election. Let the people 
pe oe if they decide M favour of 
scription, as it seems to me they will, 
under ent circumstances, from the 
attitude of our friends in Ontario, what- 
ever ence I may have will be em- 
pl in pleading to the Quebec people 
e question is settled by the verdict 

of the majority, and that all must loyally 
accept the issue and-submit to the law: 
and this will be no light task, but a task 
to which I will devote myself with al | 
my energy.” 
Sir Wilfrid followed up this statement by| 
oving for a referendum when the Military 
prvice Act was introduced to Parliament in 


following month. His amendment was 


pa 


efeated but had it carried and a referendum 
been held, Sir Wilfrid would loyally have 
mplemented his promise to persuade Quebec 
hat the majority should rule. 
During the conscription debate itself, Sir 
ilfrid repeated these views in the following 


ms: a 


“‘When the people have been consulted 
and have given a decision, everyone, I 
can say upon my honour, has a duty to 
submit—and I believe that I am author- 
ized in this particular to be the spokes- 
man for my province. Do I not demons- 
trate my impartiality in this regard, and 
is not my request a legitimate one? Who 
can say of my proposition that it does not 
conform to true democratic principles?” 


In the same debate, Mr. Bourassa took a! 


proparable view. He said: 


“Following the example of my chief, 
the Leader of the Opposition (Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier), I recognize but one master in 
the country, that is he who pays, he who 
suffers, prays, he who furnishes blood 
and flesh to the cannon. I wish to con- 
sult him, and I wil bow before his 
supréme will.” 


These two speeches exemplify the highest 
rm of democratic thought, whether French 

English. They were uttered in circum- 
ances quite similar, except in one important 
spect, to those which now exist in Canada. 
he dissimilarity lies in the fact that a 
erendum had not yet been taken, although 
th Laurier and Bourassa wanted one held, 
pday, @ referendum has been taken. The 
episcite of 1842, however the question may 
ye been worded, was in fact a referendum 
conscription for overseas service, and by 
overwhelming majority the Canadian peo- 
p decided that it should be imposed if the 
d arose. The need is upon us, and the 
question remaining in the minds of some 
nether or not F Canada would 
a decision to enfor law, 


Snel 


a Army overseas] |» 


verseas. Memories of the. 
Any scruples, 


Laurier, than whom there has“ 


jous adherence to the democratic 
{principle Slr Wilfrid Laurier upheld so cour- 
ageously, that Quebec would not only obey 
the law but willingly do. its full share. 
therefore, based upon an 
assumed Quebce hesitancy to accept, compul- 
sion, should not stand in the way of sonding 
overseas as soon as possible \those men 
already trained to serve in Jut 
emergency as now confronts the country, 


rn DE loyalty” in Lon- 


n the light of Que- 


such an 


e 
——— 


Futile Hunt for Truth on Enlistments 


Tiranu" PROVEE "oy FRED 11, GOODCHILD. 14 ADY Y 


IKE Diogenes who took a lantern to 
go in search of an honest man I set 
out to try and find an honest set of enlist- 
ment figures, only I had to do it without 
a lantern, I confess I had become be- 
fuddled at the conflicting totals that had 
‘been issued from officlal sources. 
Diogenes didn't find his honest man; 
neither was I able to find the correct 


military service figure, but I did find out: 


plenty that was wrong with the figures 
issued. I found it was just about hopeless 
for the layman to make an intelligent 
estimate of thé military manpower. 

Veterans of the first war do not 
appear to be perplexed for they recognize 
the inaccuracies in the statements, but 
they were resentful at what they felt was 
an attempt to confuse the public and, 
having in mind what conscription achieved 
in 1918 in keeping the Canadian Corps up 
to strength and at peak fighting pitch, 
they were particularly critical of the 
variety of reasons offered for evading 
conscription now. 

Diogenes wandered far and wide in 
his futile search and we have no record 
of whether he met up with any politicians 
or political, party wiles, but the political 
scent was strong in my search. I sought 
some elucidation from a highly-responsible 
veteran of the last war, familiar with de- 
tails of enlistment in both periods. I found 
him ready to take issue with General 
McNaughton's statement that conscription 
was of no value in the last war “because 
it was too late.” 

He explained to me that the reinforce- 
ment position became difficult in July, 
1916, and the next year It was very bad. 
On June 11, 1917, conscription legislation 
was introduced and overwhelmingly en- 


dorsed, with the exception of Quebec, in | 


the general election at the end of the year. 

“Enlistments began to pick up at the 
end of that year,” he said. “August, 1917, 
was the lowest month for the entire war 
and showed only 3014 joining up. In Sep- 
tember the number rose to 3672, October 
4950 and November 9451. 

“The total of the annual enlistments 
are sufficient in rebuttal of General Me 
Naughton’s contention for they show that 
in 1918, under conscription, the enrollment 
total was 156,441, only 2500 below the 
total for 1918, under the voluntary sys- 
tem, Certainly many thousands of 
conscripted men saw service in France, 

“The annual figures were: 

1914 .. teese 59,144 
+ «158,859 
bev eeeeseneee ssl 76,919 


1918 sessesessecsaorees oo 156,441 
“The figures for the first eight months 
of 1918 were: 


JANUATY eeveeveveeeseeeee 19,337 
February . 


March . « 9,613 
April s.eaeee . 14,761 
May .. » 38,789 


June .. 
July ..oe eee 17,551 
AUBUSt 06. .eeeeeeeeeeeues 10,407 
“The British Army was in the same 


desperate situation for reinforcements as | 
was the Canadian Corps at the end of 

1917. It had to be reorganized. The com- 

position of brigades was cut from four 

battalions of a thousand or more men 

each to three battalions of about 700 men. 

It was suggested to General Currie that 

he should do likewise. 

“Realizing that he would now have 
reinforcements as the result of conscrip- 
tion General Currie decided against re- 
organization and maintained the Canadian 
Corps on the old basis of four battalions 
of a thousand men to a brigade and divi- 
sions of 20,000 each. They were at full 
strength at the conclusion of the war.” 

Warming up to the events of 1918 my 
veteran friend put it this way: 

“When General McNaughton sug- 
gests that conscription was a failure 
has he forgotten that the most bril- 
liant battles fought by the Canadian 
Corps were those in ‘The Last Hun- 
dred days? ” 

“Has he forgotten that after Aug- 
ust 8 Ludendorf called it ‘Germany's 
Black Day?’ Has he forgotten the 
many thousands of men composing 
the battalions of the Canadian Corps 
were conscripts or men who had 
volunteered as a result of the conscrip- 
tion vote? Does he suggest that those 
men did not fight well? Actually the _ 
Canadian Corps never fought better. 
It could not possibly have gone down 
in history as the finest striking force 
in the Allied armies had it not been 
for conscription. 

“General McNaughton’s sugges- 
tion that it Is too late for conserip- 
tion is just moonshine. The fact is 
it is too late for the voluntary system. 
It has been tried and found wanting. 
If we wait for volunteers one of the 
divisions which has proven its fight- 
ing qualities overseas will be broken 
up to reinforce other divisions, with 


& consequent sad blow to the morale 
of the troops.” 


Prime Minister Mackenzie King in his 
broadcast Wednesday evening said only 
8000 draftees have had sufficient combat 
training. “These men, if sent overseas,” 
said my veteran observer, “would be suf- 
ficient to prevent the breaking up of one 
of our fighting divisions.” 

Continuing, he said: “The Prime Min- 
ister also declares that the draftee force 
is now 59,000, excluding the 9000 on leave, 
ete., but Canada At War (No. 37), June, 
1944, an official publication, gave the army 
strength at 465,000 men, with 245,000 
overseas, leaving 220,000 in Canada. 

“Hansard, July 17, page 5011, gives 
the men enlisted for overseas service at 
140,000. _ That leaves 80,000 ‘Zombies.’ 
Eliminating administrative staffs and men 
of an age unsuitable for overseas service, 
there is a total of 46,500 Possible soldiers 
for overseas service. 

“In 1942 Col. Ralston gave the figure 
of $2000 per man as the cost of maintain- 
ing and training an active service man in 
Canada. One hundred and fifty thousand 
soldiers in Canada are therefore costing 
the taxpayer $300,000,000 a year. In return 
for this great sum we have 8000 draftees 
fitted for combat Service, 

“The total enlistments in the last war 
were 619,836 
235,000.” ~ R 
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Pee No Election Implications 
_ = | Unless Adverse Vote Met 


OTTAWA, Nov. 14— (Star Special by Staff Correspon- 
ent)—Unless, in the course of its meeting, the Government 
ould encounter some adverse vote, there is no implication 


of dissolution and an election in the sudden summoning next 
week of the House of Commons. 


The meeting is to learn and discuss “the facts” of the 
war situation as then existing in relation to the Canadian Army 
and to decide what to do about it. That “what” does not 
exclude any of the possible courses which have been suggested. 

Quite probably, some stage of the sittings may be behind 
closed doors for reasons of security. 


Only the one subject will be before the House. No bill 


will be introduced or legislation indicated. The two Houses 
of Parliament would be needed © —— 


in that case. In this instance, 


only the House of Commons Ottawa Gives 
is called back. 


Various rules can be invoked to ‘Data on C.A.A. 


regularize the intended discussion. | 
This is not to be a new session. 


The coming meeting will sees Composition 


as if the House had not adjourned) CTARA Nov. 14 — (C.P.) —~ 


on August 15, but had gone ahead | 1 once Headquarters today issued 
on Avgust 16. a statement on the disposition of 
VOTE EXPECTED |Canadian forces overseas which ex- 
TO DEFINE POLICY plained the integration of Allied 


= = |arms and stressed that despite the 

Sometime in the session there | policy of interchange, formations 
will be a division, either approv-|\were assured of their own reine 
ing or disapproving whatever |forcements, supplies and equip- 

= 2) 
policy is to be evolved. i Tihe statement added: 

The Government is not going} «in Canadian units, for example, 
before the House at the mpe all the personnel are Canadian and 
staze with any specific Propono reinforcements are provided by 
and a “take jt or leave g will | Canadians through Canadian re- 
of mind. The Prime annie wo inforcement depots in the theatres, 
meke a statement, the ex-Minis te| These in turn are backed up by 
of Tallona) Paekan a private the Canadian reinforcement units 
ember Si discussion, from all|i® England. P i 
em A Gil aarde Will BE inal. NOweason Seas given for issuance 

vite at the end, in some way|of the statement other than the 
si per nem gat ea brought to a/comment that press reports from 
ad oe could be in a resolution |Europe and -Defence Headquarters 
af ben reliance in th2 voluntary|announcements had indicated the 
yo:fem or in one favoring resort|presence-within Canadian. forma. 


tions portions of British, United 
ee thence: it should be|States and other Allied forces. 
122 latter, it would mean con- Critics Answered 


-ution not only for nas nW] Issuance of the statement fol- 
a traiping but for x ows “the” appearance “In, some 
$ oti the category y subsequent | { 4 esana 


cæii-ups as ive i miary | cartoons Jn which the 1st Canadian 
service is attained. 
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(By a Legionnaire of ‘this War) 


Gone are the dead, 

And in their stead 

We live to battle yet; 
Ours yet the game 

And, too, the shame— 
Their privilege to forget. 


‘McNaughton's men’ 

We were called then, pi 
How proud men are of praise! 
‘Keep Empire dear’, 

‘Canada's here’, 

Honor blest those early days. 


On Britain's isle _ 

For that short while 
McNaughton's Was our cause, 
And flag and king 

Meant everything 

Midst death without applause. 


Those who died 
Held high their pride, 
As Empire's sons will ever; 


LETTERS FROM READERS 


Strong Leaders Needed 


Sir,—The Gazette is to be con- 
Bratulated on the stand it has 
taken with regard to the draft 


If the Government had taken the 
proper and right attitude four 
years ago there would have been 
no crisis today and no disunity. 
There should have been no other 
thought from the very be inning, 
but conscription for all, For my 
part I believe the Prime Minister Ís 
simply stubborn and because of 
this is willing to let our boys over- 
seas down. We cannot see it any 
other way. He knows what the peo- 
ple want and refuses to carry out 
their wishes. 

Our best men are giving their 
lives, and I fear for the future of 
this country if it is to be left in 


Army has been dubbed “Crerar's 
An atmosphere of eager exper International Brigade” — because 
tancy has developed from the ‘all|°£ its United Nations complexion. 
to the House. Members have, be | 1t also follows stories in which the |; 
heen notified. The Speaker he The|¢fforts of British, American and 
here at the end of the week: TRC! other Allied’ forces MIU the et 
sessional indemnity beng diem | Army have been recorded. 
P hausted, it Is presumed a pe. ay be| The statement sald: 
allowance and expenses m “It ls perhaps not so well tram 
pne of the romised gestures i I "IVA ? 
statement showin e nu moz Jurjaom MoU f 
tees who wil] have of uug pie ur 
tee since Gen, MeNaug? si 
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the hands of the Aye of men rep- 
resented by the “Zombies,” 


(Mrs.) E. M. WHYTE, 
Montreal, Nov. 9. 


e ee 
The Reinforcements Issue 


Sir—Now that Col. Ralston has 
broken his silence and given his 


e Montri 


MONTREAL, TUESIAY, NOVEMBER 


A Reply to General McNaughton 


The Premier also stressed the 
fact that Canada’s contribution to 
the armed services overscas was 
purely op a voluntary basis. While 


this, no doubt is something to be 
question and I hope it will continue proud of, 


the good work, Governmen 
No matter how Mr, King may try, | for keeping the boys who 
I am afraid he will not be able io voluptae Froperly 
hide the main issue from the People k 
At a time like this we need bold | the dpandate whi 
action sn the part of our leaders, te PR, DG 
not weakness and evasion, if required. Th 
have arrived an 
be i 
pledge. 


It is noted that General Mc- 
Naughton announced that the boys 
overseas with 
be Biven af 
and that some, no doub 
home for Christm moud be 


ng to a news dispatch 
tne boys there, while 
the annou 

in the fr 


Overseas for five a 

Sound as if they years. Doe- this 
inforcements 
ply backs up 
statement that 
be urgently re 
of the regiment: 


A Di 


¢ 
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no 


ith they sleep, 
Thee faith we'll keep 
Nor politics shall sever. 
f 


‘McNaughton's men’ 
Je w called then, 
BA ia we will not follow— 
For he betrays = 
S ays 
Pia one Ee record hollow. 


McNaughton, think. 

i the brink , 
Fecsnada’s name and honor, 
Ahd do no thing 
To ever bring 
Hero's shame upon her. 


Be calm, be wise, 

Cast off the ties | 

Of politics that bind you— 

Do what is right 

For those who fight, n 

And proud we'll stand behind 
you. 


» it does not relieve the 
t of the responsibility 
did 
y reinforced, 
putting into effect 
ch they received 
People of Canada 
ted men overseas P t 
Is time seems to 
d no time should 
mplementing that 


lost in j 


long service would 
urlough to come home, 


as, but accord- 


that those 
not be 
conditions 


e of it—this 
at most of t 


> had sufficient re- 
? To my mind. it sim- 
Col. Ralston in his 
reinforcements will 


A e they r8 
side of the question, the people F S at most 
of Canada are in a’ position to know (and Would like 


judge for themselves the true facts 
of the case, and it seems to be the 
concensus of opinion that the Pre- 
mier, Jn his radio address the other 
night, did not take the public fully 
into his confidence, e seemed 
satisfied to leave the onus of the 
matter of reinforcements wholly on 
the shoulders of General McNaugh- 


ton, tte es eee his ideas Sais af iC edraary 


coordinated w. his own and left 
a loophole for him to continue his 
policy of appeasement of one sec- 
tion of Canada; and this, not with- 
standing the fact that Col. Ralston 
had just returned from \overseas 
with a clear view of the require- 
ments, whereas General McNaugh- 
ton has been back for about a year 
and had, himself, admitted a few 
days after taking office that he w 
busy getting acquainted with secret | 
information which the Government 
and whic! ol. Ralston was 


ire of w è 


themselves) j doubt 


strings attac 
furl 


o aying politics” was past and 
peh ho for Faction, had oie oad 
e are to. at “d 
e fully trained aAA bS 


verseas immediately, and tha% 
papers recently, be cacy 


ther 8,000 would 


— no doubt the gra 
art of the 63000 now in ae 
forcibly bri ; |Oald be available in time is 
e to the G overnment Ottawa 


e previously 
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When the fight begins with himself, a man’s 
worth something. 
—Robert Browning. 


MONTREAL, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15. 
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WINNIPEG FREE PRESS SPEAKS OUT. 

“The public, ‘it is safe to say, will greet this 
etatement with both astonishment and dismay.” 

So the Winnipeg Free Press has declared in a 
leading editorial. It was referring to Col. J. L. 
Ralston’s imputation that Prime Minister W. L. 
Mackenzie King is now attempting to withdraw 
from the commitments he has made in his public 
statements. 

Certainly the Winnipeg Free Press minces no 
words. It declares with perfect frankness that 
Col. Ralston has placed Mr. King in a most un- 
admirable position. It makes the two points: first, 
that Col. Ralston has stated that an acute and 
immediate shortage of reinforcements threatens 
the Canadian Army; and second, that he is of the 
opinion that there is no unanimity in the Govern- 
ment as to the binding nature of its commitments 
to use the draftees if necessary. 

“Both aspects of his statement are important,” 
the editorial. goes:on to say, “and when its text is 
compared with that of the speech made by’ the 
Prime Minister last Wednesday, the reality of the 
crisis can now, for the first time, be placed in 
perspective by the public. The seriousness of its 
nature can hardly be over-estimated.” ~ 

v v., % 

The frankness of this editorial is remarkable 
from the fact that the Winnipeg Free Press has 
been tbe most faithful journalistic supporter of 
the King administration in the West, and has, by 
jts sustained editorial ability, ¿probably ranked 

first among the Liberal papers in the Dominion. 
Throughout the years~ of this war, it had given 


EDITION 


{ull and resourceful defence to the policies of the 
Liberal Government. á 
With the Prime Minister's specch on Novem- 
per 8 a note of hesitation entered into its editorjal 
page. But it still clung to its confidence that the 
prime Minister was at least committed to using | 
| ipe draftees when he considered it necessary. 
4 t\\put Mr. King’s speech last night had one great 
erit,” it declared. “There was in it no retreat 
sent || om the position which he and his Government 
t aD ok in the debate on Bill 80 in the House of 
vate! |ommons in 1042,” 
nal?! Now, , however, 
tha it makes no at 
“To hear Mr. Ral 
y pinions other interpreta 


it 4s penetrated by a doubt, 
tempt to colceattts-constern 

ston say now that, in his 
tions have been placed 


‘s words by members of his own 
ants The public is entitled to 


Meer again, in words that 
. ‘The commitment has been 


~ eper “ts concerned, 
chment aro committed.” 
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In a deeper sense, the Winnipeg Free Press is 
showing a renewed loyally to its older and truer 
traditions. In 1917, when the same crisis arose, 
it broke the restrictions of the Liberal Party and 
threw the weight of its very real influence in the 
West behind the movement for a union govern- 
ment to bring about the application of compul- 
sory military service. 

It'is interesting at this moment to recall the 
tribute that Sir Robert Borden, the prime min- 
ister in the Union Government, paid to the editor 
and proprietor of the Winnipeg Free Press (then 
known as the Manitoba Free Press). His tribute 
ceads: 

“Among the Liberals whose conception of 
duty had, for the time being, sundered ties of 
party allegiance I recall the names of all my 
Liberal associates in the Union Government. 
... Among men with Western associations 1 
especially recall John W. Dafoe and Clifford 
Sifton. While I sometimes thought that 
Dafoe’s judgment was not unerring, I could 
not and never did doubt his whole-hearted 
earnestness and his absolute devotion to the 
purpose of fulfilling our pledges to the Can- 
adian army.,.. From first to last throughout 
the War, I found Sir Clifford Sifton inspired 
by an earnest and unfaltering spirit of the 
highest patriotism. When it became apparent 
that compulsory Military Service would be 
necessary ... he proferred his cooperation 
and gave it in the most whole-hearted way.” 


There are signs that the Winnipeg Free Press 


is again showing something of its old earnestness 
as to the necessity of fulfilling our pledges to the 
Canadian Army, and that it may again be taking 
a higher conception of its national duty than the 
restriction of present Liberal leadership will al- | 
“low. In so doing it will at once reflect and influ- | 
ence the attitude of many Liberals in this country 


s vy 


-present crisis. 


cept of what constitutes “necessity,” both military 
‘and political, 


| cannot be made available in time to meet it. Mr. 


—— 
KING'S CONCEPT OF ‘NECESSITY’, 


ng and fundamental difference in con- 


MR. 
A yawn 


has been revealed at the centre of 
the tense national Issue over the proposed des- 
patch of Army draftees to fight overseas. 

The Government is publicly committed to a 
policy of extending compulsory service to the| — 
haltlefronts whenever it shall become necessary, | 
and Is vested with unquestioned power to do so, | 
Bul it now stands fast—as far as open statements 
of its position to the people are concerned—upon 
this basic insistence: That the undenied facts and 
the expertly appraised prospects of the present 
situation do not confront it with this long-fore- 
scen necessity. 

This emerged partly from Prime Minister 
King's defence of his position over the radio last 
week. It was forcefully clarified by the state- 
ment over the weekend by Col, J. L. Ralston, who 
resigned as Minister of National Defence over 
the issue. The deep conflict in acceptance of the 
facts, and in their interpretation into a plain 
course of policy in the light of past pledges, are 
emphasized by the actual conditions and looming 
crisis reported by Col. Ralston. 

On the one hand in conceiving the necessity of 
sending draftees overseas as urgent, immédiate 
and without alternative are Col, Ralston and 
highest military advisers in the field. The esti- 
mate of casualties and need for replacements on 
which Col. Ralston based his proposals are, he te 
says, “concurred in by the British higher com- ; 
mand in each theatre.” E 

On the other hand are Prime Minister King | 
and most if not all of his Cabinet, particularly 
Gen. the Hon. A. G. L. McNaughton, the new 
Defence Minister, who has been neither overseas 
nor in active military duty for nearly a year. 

> > ¢ 

Col. Ralston’s recommendations rested, he 
made it clear, on two main foundations. One |. 
consisted of the actual conditions he found over- |- 
seas and his estimate of the immediate need, cor- 
roborated by field commanders and high military 
authorities. The other was his understanding— 
and that of the vast majority of Canadians—of 
the Government policy as laid down by the Prime 
Minister and members of the Cabinet, This was, 
to use Col. Ralston’s summation, that draftees 
would be sent overseas “if there were need for 
reinforcements overseas and volunteers were not DE 
available.” 

Col. Ralston says that such a need now exists 
and that sufficient trained volunteers are not and 


King does not deny the need, but takes evasive z 
refuge in the hopeful but unsubstantiated conten- | 
tion that additional volunteers can be raised by | 
| intensive appeals to draftees and others. ; 
There can be no question of Government 
“when necessary” policy, as laid down when Bill f 
80 was put through as the Government's notion 
of Implémenting—the “overwhelming “Yes”-vote in j 
the 1942 plebiscite. Mr, King himself told Parlia- | — 
ment on June 10, 1942, that the Government 
should have the power to “take the necessary 
action the moment the necessity to do so should “af 
arise.” While he declared that overseas conscrip- V 
tion was not necessary at that time, he defined f 
the conditions under which it would be imposed *) 
as “circumstances .., which would render the; 
use of compulsion imperative, such, for example, 
as the maintenance of the necessary reinforce- 
ments for Canada’s army overseas.” 
Canadians find it difficult and bewildering, it 
not impossible, to understand how the Prime} — 
Minister and his Cabinet supporters can deny | — 
that such circumstances, and specifically the need | _ 
for reinforcements, have now arrived. They can) 
only deduce that the terms by which the Govera- | 
ment defines “necessity” and “imperative” are | 
rooted in political expediency and wishful think- E 
ing, as against Col. Ralston's conception in terms | — 
of military urgency and adherence to past pledges: | 
It can only be imagined what they will deduce 
from Col, Ralston's further suggestion that the 
Government as a whole, in the secrecy of the 
Cabinet council chamber, went even further in- 
evasion of the clear challenge to act—that il 
denied that the open commitments of the ministr 
tied it irrevocably to Impose overseas c aoe 
under the circumstances now thrust u 
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A NATION'S WEALTH 


ONLY ONE ANSWER 

ENERAL McNAUGHTON has performed 
G a useful service in connection with the 
pubio controversy over reinforcements by 
making public the enrolment figures of 
| draftees, together with a breakdown of the 
number who have transferred from the 
NRMA: to the volunteer army overseas, 
aken together with Premier «King’s an- 


nouncement that voluntary enlistments thi s 


ear haye totalled 45,000, the statement ’ 


nister of nal Defence proves ¢ ee 


clusively that adequate reinforcements for 
the army overseas can be found only among 
the draftees already trained and available, 
Summarized, General McNaughton's fig- 
ures show that-150,000 men were enrolled as 
draftees between March, 1941, and October, 
1944. Of these, 42,000 enlisled for general 
service after enrolment, 6,000 transferred as 
volunteers to the Navy, and 383,500 were dis- 
charged. -In 1944, to the end of September, 
15,000 men were drafted, and jn the same 
period 10,000 drafted men volunteered for 
overseas service, 


There was a net increase, 
then, in the drafted army, of only 5,000 ‘or 
this year. At the moment that army's 
strength is 60,000 men, but of these only 
42,000 are suitable for combat service and 
only 16,000 are trained as infantry, And the 
Prime Minister said that of these 16,000, only 
8,000 were fully trained. - ` a 
<~General MCINAUBTtO ar 

thatehe* hopes to secure’ a, sufficient»number 
of reinforcements by persuading these 8,000 
fully-trained men to volunteer for overseas 
service, but the record of voluntary en- 
thusiasm displayed by the men of the drafted 
army since D-day hardly justifies the Minis- 
ter’s confidence that he can persuade the 
others. He himself sets out their record. 

In June, when enthusiasm might haye 
been expected to be high, 2,975 drafted men 
volunteered. ‘The numbers decreased to 1,350 
fop each of July, August and September. 
October showed a marked decline to 850 men, 
a little more than a third of the number who 
volunteered in the invasion month. What 
prospect is there, therefore, that of the 8,000 
fully-trained infantry draftees now available, 
anything more than one-third will yolunteer. 
Even if the numbers were Increased to half, 
which is unlike y, General McNaughton would 


why 


not have at his disposal any 


& 


Youth Back in Action 
Before Fit to Return|| 


Let me express a few thoughts on 
the Zomble situation. As a father 
who has lost a son killed In action|/ 
over there last month, I feel I wil] 
only be voicing the sentiments of 
a host of others similarly situated. 

We have indisputable evidence of 
the need for trained reinforcements 
in the hell of Europe, and it is ajf 
source of wonder to me how the 
people of this so-called democratic 
country will stand for the political 
Jugglery which King and his ilk are 
getting away with, while our lads 
are being slaughtered over there. || 

We read of Nero fidding while 
Rome burned. How much different 
Js this situation? I submit it Is up 
to the various veteran organizations 
vigorously to stir up public opinion. 

My son was transferred from the 
branch he had been trained in to 
go In the infantry, and was wound- 
ed and put back into action before 
being fit; so I maintain it is obvious 
that there is great need for trained 
reinforcements. 

Pardon me if I seem irrelevant 
when I ask, What did King do for 
the young people in the depression) ` 
years, when the lads were riding) i 
the rods and living like alley cats? 4 
Now millions are wasted on a 
Zombie army here; no shortage of} — 
money now. Ernest Farrall. 

* Bartonville. 
——— 


“sufficient to reinforce tne troops overseas: | 
He can get the number he wants only by 
sending all the available trained draftees 
overseas Without elay. 

To discover the total number of reinforce- 
ments available from among the draftees and | 
voluntary ®personnel, General McNaughton's | 
figures must be set alongside the Prime 


Minister's. Mr. King stated that 45,000 men | 


had volunteered in the first ten months of 
this year. 


Of these, only those who enlisted |” 


in the first two months of the year could| 


possibly be fully trained. 
can be arrived at, but that average gives at) 
most 9,000 men, and not all 
will have been trained as infantry. These, 
added to the trained draftees, would pro- 
vide only 17,000 men at the outside as 
reinforcements, and while we do not know 
Officially how many reinforcements will be 
required, the number must certainly be sub- 
stantially higher than that. Our battle 
casualties have been much higher than) that 
figure. 

Of the remaining draftees, after subtract- 
ing the 8,000 admittedly fully trained, about || 
50,000, according to General McNaughton's 
figures, have been in service from one 
and a half to two and a half years. Pre- 
Sumably these men are fully trained for one 
Service or another, for the period required for 
full training is at most eight months. Over- 
Seas, General McNaughton is remustering as 
infantry men trained for other branches of 
the Service, and there is ņo reason why the 
men so trained as draftees cannot be re- 
mustered and trained as infantry to provide 
reinforcements at a later date, 

Raw recruits are of no use to General) 
McNaughton now. He must rely on the! 
volunteers enlisted in the first two months | 
of this year and on the fully-trained draftees, ` 
There is no way out of that dilemma. The 
only answer to his problem is to send the 


y 
trained draftees overseas as soon as possible 
and remuster the remaining draftees for re- 
training as infantry or such other reinforce- 


ments as may be needed. 


Only an average} — 


of these |\~ 


re. 
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McNaughtononNRMA 


1§—C.P.), — 
Minister Me~- 
on NR, 


OTTAW. Nov. 
Text of Valence 
Naughton’s statement 
MLA soldiers follows :-- 

All members of Canada's navy 


an force and of its army 
per pre volunteers. Of ine 
more than 450,000 men on ser- 


ine, wath the army, either over- 
Vice with t aa more than 
3 volunteered for 
a ral service anywhere in the 
World, The remaining 60,000 are 

pve ean enrole 
u the Nationa esources 
pden adon Act for compulsory 
mititary training and service in 
Canada and in certain adjacent 
Cane such as Newfound- 
and a which have 
Orderin- 


Jamaica, 


i leave of duty 

from Gppots. 
130,000 Enrolled 

Thè total number of men en- 

rolled under the N.R.M.A. be- 

tween March, 1941, and October, 

1944, was 150,000. This com- 

with more than 300,000 


trength, | 
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men who volunteered for gen- 
eral service in the same period. 


L Of the total of 150,000 enrolled 


Pacific Command (Brit- 


men, 42,000 enlisted for general 
service after their enrolment, | 
and 6,000 transferred as volun- 
teers to the navy or alr force. 


(Column references: 


G—strength at end of year.) 


Discharges, etes accounted for 
$8500, 

Yn 1944 to the end of Septem- 
der, nearly 15,000 men were èn- 
pled under the N.R.M.A, In the 
tame period 10,000 enrolled men 
Folunteered for general service. 
Since the Invasion of western 
Surope began on June 6, 1944, 
voluntary enlistments for over- 
Seas service on the part of N, 
R. M, A, men have been greater 
in number than the enrolments 
of compulsory service men dur 
ing the same period, as shown 
ìn the following table: — 

(Column references; 1—En- 
rolments under NRMA; 2— 
voluntary enlistments from N. 
R. M. A; 8—Excess of volun- 


tary enlistments over enrol- 
ment.) 
1 D WwW 
June ssssseo 1,500 2975 1,475 
July esseye 1,850 1,350 - 
August seose AA 1,850 125 
September s. 1,050 1,350 300 
Octoder .... 1,075 S50 -225 
Total sess + 6,200 7,875 1,675 
7 Per Cent of Total 
Nearly — 975,000 men have 


entered all three fighting ser- 
vices during the war, The nun- 
ber of N.R-M.AL men still on 
the strength of the army who 
have falled to volunteer for 
service anywhere in the world is 
about 7 per cent of this total, 
Following is a summary of N. 
R. M. A. enrolments, conversions 
to gener service, discharges, 
etc., from the time men were 
first enrolled for the duration 
of the war, which was March, 


à 1941: 
ar 1—enrdments 
service; 5—conversions to Other servi 


2—conversion to general 
} 4discharges; 5—total; 


E : ($0) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
3941 (commencing 
March) 7.500 4.200 3,300 15,000 16,500 
F$,000 1,300 8,200 27,500 
" 101.000 25,500 5500 11,500 42,500 58,500 
34,000 6500 300 11,000 17,800 
1943 woe nee snsee noes 135,000 32,000 5,800 22,500 60,300 74,700 
1944 (to end of (nearly) 
September) -----.. 15,000 10,000 200 11,000 21,200 
Grand total (at end 
of September) ..... 150,000 42,000 6,000 33,500 $1,500 68,500 
On extended leave or duty from depots ---+.seeeeeeeneneee 3,500 
Net effective strength (at end of September) ......s..ses 69,000 
Of these 60.000 it is estimated , the strength of the units of the 


that 42000 are of an age and 
medical categary suitable for 
combat service in the infaniry, 
Some 16.000 are already trained 
as infantry, about 8,000 of whom 
are sufficientiv trained to be 
ready for combat at an early 
date, 
Undergoing Training 

The remaining 26.000, who are 

of an age and category suitable 


other arms and services where 
they are undergoing training or 
engaged in duties related to the 
continuing but diminishing re- 
quirements for the defence of 
Canada and certain outlying ter- 
ritories for which Canada has 
assumed certain responsibilities. 

The year of enrolment of 
those men still on strength as 
N.RMA. men at the end of 


for infantry, are presently on | September, 1944, was as fol- 
2 lows by military districts: 
Military Districts Where Enrolled 

1941 1942 1943 1944 Tolal 

No. 1, 2 and 3 (Ontario) 900 6,800 4,900 2,400 15,000 
No. 4 and 5 (Quebec) . „9 8,800 6,100 5,000 22,800 | 

No. 6 and 7 (Maritimes) .. _ 400 1,800 1,500 600 4,300 

No. 10, 12 and 13 (Prairies) 1,700 6,200 4,200 1,700 13,800 

Pacific Command 
(British Columbia) ...-. . 300 1,800 1,200 800 4,100 
Total sarcs arn 6,200 25,400 17,900 10,500 x-60,000 


The 42.000 suitable for em- 
ployment as infantry are by dis- 
trict of enrolment as follows: 

Military districts where en- 
rolled 
No. 1, 2 and 3 (Ontario) 10,250 
No.4 and 5 (Quebec) - 16,300 
No. 6 and 7 (Maritimes) » 00 
No. 10, 12 and 13 

» 10,000 


(Prairies) 
ish Columbia) , . . - 72,850 


Total .. soss as: se x-42,000 
x—Figures not adjusted ` for 
part of Quebec included In M.D. 
3 and part of Ontario Included 
in M.D. 10. 

The 8500 on extended leave 
or duly from depots were en- 
gaged as follows. 


| Farm ditty. s.e... 200 
Farm leave— 
compassionate... . < 5,400 
Farver ss ceea wo 500 
Industry ss ses ee 400 
LOREINZ se ee ew ae 100 


i oe oe 

Other similar leaves . 
Total os ss sa se oo 
Languages of the 60,000 N.R.- 
1A, men now on strength are 

as follows: 

English only se s... 

rench OMNI: ee. cate va 


merolly able to speak 


or French also. 


ee es es se se ao oe 60,000 


a ulations figures are 
è es 
dn round numbers), ae 


Mut 
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The Nation Must Know 
Had Quebec voted “Yes” in the plebiscite, 
would there be any delay in reinforcing our 
armies overseas? 
The question is one which every Canadian 
can answer from the evidence at hand. But it is 


` a question to keep in mind, for it is fundamental 


to the course which Prime Minister King will 
follow when the House of Commons reassembles 
a week from today. i 

Whatever new manoeuvring the Prime Minis- 


| ter may have in mind, the position of the House 


of Commons is fixed, determined by the Gov- 
ernment’s own legislation, and enclosed within 
the issues Col. Ralston has drawn. 
3 The House is not concerned with the merits 
or demerits of conscription as posed by the Gov- 
ernment’s adherence to the voluntary method, 
and argued by Mr. King last Wednesday night. 
That matter was settled more than two years | 
ago with the passage of Bill 80. The Prime Minis- | 
ter himself blocked its re-entry into future Com- 
mons debate on July 7, 1942, in these terms: 
“May I say as emphatically as I can that in 
no case would I wish to countenance a second | 
debate on conscription... . Honorable members 
(vill be given) an opportunity, not for any sec- 
ond debate on the question of conscription, but 
of showing their confidence or want of confi- 
dence in the Administration.” | 
> ‘The issues are simple. As Col. Ralston stated 
them, they are: Is the Prime Minister's pledge 
af “conscription if necessary” binding on the 
Government? Shall the draftees be sent over- 
seas as reinforcements now, or shall they not 
be sent? Shall the lives of our men continue to 
be wasted, or shall they not? 
» The Ministers, man by man, must clear them- 
selves of Col. Ralston’s charge that he could 
obtain no assurance that the Government as a 
Whole considered itself committed by the Prime 
Minister’s pledge. It has then to establish be- 
yond any question of doubt, in pursuing its 
policy of volunteer reinforcements, that Col. Ral- 
ston’s estimate of the immediate need is incor- 
rect; that, contrary to the information the mili- 
tary authorities gave him, there is no present 
shortage and not likely to be a shortage of 
trained reinforcements. 
Col. Ralston said that even Nov. 22 is too 
late to meet the need. He said that even had 
{he Government acted Nov. 1 it would be at 
least two months before the draftees could reach 
the battle areas, and that when they did there 
would be a deficit from December to make good. 
È These are the factors defining the issue, 
Whateyer course the Government may follow. It 
js on these and these alone that the Canadian 
people demand satisfaction. And they are the 
ones who must be satisfied. No member can go 
{nto the House of Commons and seek satisfac- 
{ion behind closed doors. Secrecy will not be 
tolerated. The evidence must be brought into 
the open and the decisions taken there, and every | 
head counted, 


No More Corners to Turn 


Since Mr. King, on Ma 5 

House of Commons he ney — ses 
doubtful if any of the Pritish Dominions 

ever send another expeditionary force t 
Europe’—a statement he repeated less than k 
months before Hitler plunged the world into E 
ies n n turned off the stralght 
ourse to duty at man; 

forne remāin, y corners. Today no new | 
£ Two months after the first announcemern 
Yisited Europe. He talked with Hitler i 
gang. The shadow of war was hanging heavily | 
on March 3, 1939, when the doubt was again ex. | 
pressed during a foreign policy debate. Mr 
King then said: “The present Government Pee 
eves that Conscription of men for overseas 
service would not be a necessary or an effective | 
step. Let me say that, so long as this Goverr- 


ment may be in power, no such measure will be k 
enacted.” He said further: “There are objectives | 


the people have come to believe are worth striv- | 


ing for, but they do not necessarily consider them | 
worth dying for.” A 


' Mr. King’s doubts about an expeditionary / 
force were removed quickly by pressure of pub- 
lic opinion. He has resisted public pressure in 
devious ways to cling to his anti-conscription 
pronouncement. 

Tortuous as his course has been, it has not 
been consistent, except in his evident determina- | 
tion to dodge the real issue. On Sept. 8, 1939, he I. 
said: “If Britain goes down there will in time | 
be no freedom on this continent,“ and: “We saw | | 
forces loosed upon the world which, if not sub f 
dued and conquered overseas, sooner or later 
would be at our very coors.” The Emergency 
Powers Bill was passed to mobilize resources 
“for the defense and security of Canada.” 

In his Mansion House address, Sept. 4, 191, 
he said it was the policy of his Government to 
have “troops serve in those theatres where, view- 
ing the war as a whole. it is believed their serv- 
ices will count most.” Two months later in the 
Canadian House of Commons he said: “I want 
it to be distinctly understood that, so far as the 
principle of compulsory selective service is con- 
cerned for Canada, in Canada, I stand for that 
principle.” 

On the eve of the plebiscite, in a signed aè 
vertisement: “We cannot defend our country and 
save our homes and families by waiting at home 
for the enemy to attack us. Every country that 
has stood behind its own defenses in this war | 
has sooner or later been attacked.” 

There was the Emergency Powers Act mobi. i 
lizing all resources, “human and material.” But | 
it was for the defense of Canada, although the | 
only effective defense could be overseas. There 
was the Prime Minister’s announcement on June 
10, 1942, that compulsory selective service would 
be used (as it is not being used) to provide “an 
adequate supply of manpower for all phases of 
our total-war effort.” ‘ 

_More than two years have passed since Mr. 
King hailed the result of the plebiscite as €x 
pressing the will of the majority, asked for by 
the Government, but around it has echoed stead: 
ily, even as boys are dying for lack of help, the 
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assertion that conscription for overseas is not 
necessary or effective. 

There is only one answer to this long compro 
mise with principle, and what it Js the public at 
large understands. Instead of steering straight 
to the issues of war, the Prime Minister has been 
playing politics with the war. This is why his | 
Policies have been called cowardly, Why ê, 
Cabinet crisis has been precipitated, why he has 
reached the end of successful political e% 
Pedients, why the people no longer trust him. | 


Gen. LaFleche’s Promises 


From the actions of Defens 
s SNS e Minister Me 
oy ey and War Services Minister LaFleche 
bale tactic to avoid having the Orderin- 
ouncil signed which would send the draftees 
~~ as reinforcements is becoming clear. 
ete ge 1s to provide a list of figures which 
me sed to give the impression that the 
a aughton drive to persuade new men to go 
nae instead of sending the trained draftees 
eh th Success. Members of the Ottawa staff 
: ational Defense Headquarters have been or 
ered overseas. Although they will not be of 
Sam use in the line because of lack of training, 
TA to figures which can be quoted to 
The same goes for Mr. LaFleche's announce- 
ment that he is getting certain O.C's of French- 
Canadian units to promise that they would un- 
dertake to provide reinforcements for their units 


‘| 


In his announcement Gen. LaFleche takes a 
sideswipe at Col. Ralston. Rather than do this, 
the War Services Minister might have explained 
to the country why he has not joined the former 
Defense Minister in urging that the draftees be 
sent abroad, in view of his own promises, fre 
quently made, that he was in favor of conscrip- 
tion for overseas service. 

On Oct. 7, 1942, Gen. LaF leche was appointed 
| to the Cabinet. Previously, when he was trying 

to get public support for a Cabinet appointment, 

he told a great number of people and organiza- 
tions that he, in the Cabinet, would be able to 
have Quebec accept censcription for overseas 
service, and that his Province would accept it 
| if it were explained that a need cxisted. 
; His public record is clear. On Jan. 12, 1942, 
’ Gen. LaFleche spoke before ihe Canadian Rail- 
way Cluo at Montreal. He is reported as having 
said there: “Canadian boys overseas have the 
first call upon everything we have; our lives 
as wel] as our wealth. They defend us; we 
must back them to the end. Let there be no 
talk of seeing our overseas forces going short 
of supplies or reinforcements. That would be 
treachery to our sons.” 

On May 26, 1942, he spoke at the Canadian 
Legion convention held in Winnipeg. He was 
then Associate Deputy Minister of National War 
Services. The Legion had just passed unani- 
mously its resolution for total war, including 
the drafting of men {or overseas service. He 
was reported as follows: “I do say that it is in 
the interest of each part of this country and 
each racial group not to accept conscription, but 
to demand it’ He is also reported as having 
said: ‘Conscription would have a devastating 

effect on the enemy.” 

n On Nov. 30, 1942, Gen. LaFleche was elected 
to the House of Commons in a by-election with 
ine overwhelming support of English-speaking 
Canadians who were given to understand he was 
in favor of conscription for overseas service. 

On Dec. 7, 1942, he spoke to the Canadian 
Club in Toronto. This is from the news report 
of that meeting: “ ‘Quebec Province has again 
held out the hand of brotherhood,’ sald Gen. 
LaFleche, who was Introduced to the club as ‘a 

| total war man in favor of conscription for oyer- 

i geas service,’ 


and who added that he had been 
elected last week in Outremont-Montreal on a 
i swinthe-war platform? " , 
; Min that speech Gen. LaFleche also said: “Only 
the Ideal of equality of sacrifice and of privilege, 
j verted quickly and as nearly as possible Into 
ne ality, can be the basis for a total-war effort 
ae hI hold is an absolute necessity.” 
whic! n. LaFleche now has his opportunity to 
ae promises he made in favor of the draft 
seas service, to provide the only type of 
reinforcements which can help succor 
locked in mortal combat with the enemy, 


for over 
trained 

tne men 
e 
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Premler’s Radio Speech 
‘Lot of Utter Tripo’ 


I listened to the Prime Minister's 
recent radio address out of sheer 
| curiosity to see what he could pos- 
sibly say In respect of the mess of 
disunity Into which his policy has 


brought the country, and I don't 
think In my life I ever Hstened to 
such a lot of utter tripe, particular 
ly that nauseating ballyhod Intend- 
ed as an exhortation which came at 
the end, Mr, King's juggling with 
figures is truly amazing. 

What defense can he possibly 
make for the principle of voluntary 
enlistment, particularly when you 
regard the armies of Great Britain, 
Germany, Russia, and the United 
States and the results that they get 
from. conscription? How would our 
Governmont like to try a voluntary 
system of taxation? The voluntary 
system as it is operated in this 
country is unjust, cruel and con- 
temptibly weak-kneed, 

Switzerland, the most democratie 
country in the world, Is descended 
from three nationalities, and three 
languages are spoken there. They 
have conscription and like it. 

Another thing. Our Victory bonds, 
Dominion currency, and any litera- 
ture or circulars that I see issued 
by Ottawa are always printed or en- 
graved in both English and French, 
This radio address to all the people 
of Canada was in English only, and 
I hear of no plan to have it trans- 
lated into~French_and rebroadcast; |, 
and I am trying to decide who are 
insulted the most by this—the Eng- 
lish-speaking people or the French-|, 
speaking people. Geo, E. Watson, |' 

Toronto, 


What Will the Zombies 
Tell Children About War? 


At the moment, controversial 
| questions are the Zombie army, 
‘Gen, McNaughton and Col. Ralston. 
These questions hold the spotlight. 
I fully agree with all extracts from 
newspapers published in The Globe 
and Mail on Noy, 9. The Quebec 
Chronicle-Telegraph is telling the 
truth, as I see and understand 
things dealt with. I hope they will 
at least, in some way, restore the 
whole truth concerning the above 
three questions, $ 

My high opinion of Col, Ralston 
forbids comparison, 

As I sit back in retrospect, I ask 
myself questions and I wonder how 
the members of thls Zombie army! 
will explain thelr exploits to their 
children or grandchildren regarding 
the present war, 

Peterborough, 


aa 
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T. H. Squire. 


Speaks for Companions 


What is the matter with the Gov- 
ernment that it lets: fellows who 
volunteered to save our country 
lose their lives and the Zombies, 
who are well tralned, stay here? 

I enlisted Jn 1941 and helped vote! 
conscription in; so why can’t we 
vote them over? Fully 95 per cent 
of the fellows in camp here feel the 
same way. t 
' This is one more letter you can 
add to your probable pile like this.' 
You may publish this if you want 
to, as I don’t care who knows how 
I feel and I have an awful lot of 
the fellows in this camp to back 
me up. 

R282462 Ac.2 Huddleston, 

No. 4 R.C, ‘Toronto, RCAF. 


F.D, 


Too Hard For Zombies 


General McNaughton’s problem 
now seems to be: “What to do with 
the Zombies when he deprives them 
of living on the fat of the land, 
many of them obtaining remunera- 
tions on a scale which (he says) 
is quite fantastic." It may be 
recalled 60 such were sent here to 
help in the harvest, 50 per cent of 
whom were sent back because they 
found the work too hard.—Charlotte- 


town Guardian, 


GET DIRECTIVE 
FROM MINSTER 


Ottuwa, Nov. 14 (CP) —Packing 
In brlef cases & directive to tack 
recrulting of Home Defense troges 
with urgeney but with understane” 
ing, commanding officers from Mm ae 
tary districts and commands 
throughout Canada back to their 
posts tonight after a one-day con- 
ference presided over by Defense 
Minister McNaughton. 

No announcement was Issued after 
the meeting, but reliable sources 
said Gen. McNaughton outlined his| 
recruiting plans, incorporated sug 
gestions from the officers and then, 
stressing the need for’ “immediate 
action,” adjourned the session. 

Most of the officers at the con- 
ference had served under the Min- 
ister at one time or another when 
he was a field commander overseas- 

Some of them expressed optimism 
about recruiting possibilities and 
others, after expressing the view the 
voluntary system had been “milked 
dry,” offered to try Gen. McNaugh- 
ton’s announced principle that “you 
cannot drive men of spirit, but you 
can encourage and lead them,” it) 


į Was learned. 


| 

Gen. McNaughton was said to! 
have urged the officers to approach | 
the problem with a new under-| 
standing, ensure there was no co-! 
ercion or bullying and seek to put) 
before the Home Defense Army the| 


need to assume their honorable! 
obligation of service. 

lt was understood one com- 
mander, after being most out- 


spoken in expressing doubts about! 
the success of continuation of the 
voluntary system, finally agreed te 
Rive it another chance. 

Several other officers were snig! 
to be of the same opinion and one 
of these said after the conference 
the concensus was that the volun- 
tary system had a 6040 chance of 
success, 

During the day Defense Head- 
quarters issued a statement On the}: 
disposition of Canadian forces 
overseas which explained the in- 
tegration of Allied arms and 
Stressed that despite the Policy of 
interchange, formations Were as 
Bured of their own reinforcements, 
supplies and equipment. : 
Text of Statement 


The statement added: 
“In Canadian units, 
all the personnel are 
reinforcements are pr 
nadians through 
forcement Depots in the 
1 thea 
tee en are backed oe 
e Canadian Reinfor i 
fi raatna cement Units 
No reason was giv 
given 
fae of the statem my 
the comment that pre: 

SS re 
from Europe and Defense Head. 
quarters announcements had indi- 
cated the presence within Can 2 
dian formations Portions of Brit. 
Ish, United States and other Allied 
armies. The same source had salen 
Canadian forces haye Served u R 
Allied command. muse 
Follows Critical Comment 


Issuanct of the stateme 

the appearance in some gee 
newspapers of stories and cartoo, 

In which the Ist Canadian Arm: has 
been dubbed “Crerar’s Internati, ‘al 
Brigade”’—because of its U ee 
Nations complexion. It also toll me 
Stories in which the effort oe 
British, American and other ‘Allied 


forces with the 1. 
Near EFEN st Army a9nd have | 


for example, 
Canadian and 
Ovided by Ca- 
Canadian Rein- 


is- 
ent other than 


PORE 
The statement said: 
“IL is perhaps nol so we ji 
that the 1st Canadian A lg at 
mander by Tt- Gen, H. D. 
has not a fixe decomposition 

number of Corps and of Divisions 
of which It may be composed varies 
from time to time In relation to the 
{nsk in hand. When operations call 
for a concentration of strength the | 
additional strength placed at the 
disposal of an army commander is! 
drawn from neighboring airmen, | 
oxplains Unit Switches 


“This explains why, the 1st Can- 
adian Army may have under jts! 
command formations from any ot} 
our Allied armies and similarly ex- 
plains why Canadian formations, 
may in turn engage in operatiniit 
under other than Canadion com- t 
mand." it 

The statement referred to thet 
Canadian Corps in Italy serving! 


| 


with the British 8th Army, com- | 
menting that "its place in the: 
Canadian Army in Northwest | 


Europe is filled by a similar forma- 
tion from Alied armies.” The 
Corps in Italy and the Canadian! 
Corps with the Ist Army “con- 
stitute the Canadian Army Over-! 
Beas.” 

The statement concluded: 

“The ability to concentrate and 
Integrate their force where and 
when required demonstrates the 
high degree of training, planning, 
standardization of weapons and 
equipment and co-operative organi- 
zation which has been achieved by 
the forces of the United Nations. 


Check Draft Eligibles 


A check of men reported by their 
employers as being in doubtful 


-standing under call-up regulations |” 


has resulted in 8,343 men not in 
good standing being located, Arthur || 
MacNamara, Director of National 
Selective Service reports. . 
By an Orderin-Council issued 
early this year employers were re- p 
quired to check the documents of | 
all male employees and report those 
who had apparently failed to comply 
with the requirements. A total of ; 
41,344 doubtful cases were reporte 
and have been checked. 
It now is necessary for an em- 
ployer to report, within seven days 
of engagement, on any new male 
employee who fails to furnish docu- 


ments proving he has complied | 
with mobilization regulations. | 
e cia ee ae e rea f 
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ASK DRAFTEES 
G0 OVERSEAS 


Nov. 14 (Special). 
Chatham Branch 28 of the Cant 
dian Legion today forwarded | 
resolution to Prime Minister Kin 
demanding that his Governmerk 
immediately invoke powers vesta 
in it by the 1942 plebiscite on ove 
seas conscription and send co 
scripts overseas aS reinforcemen 
ctive army. ; 
far or the communication w 
joined by a similar resolution fro 
Chatham Clty Council which W 
passed at last night's council mem 
ing with no opposition, but Ww! 
two aldermen failing to vores) ds 
The Legionnaires’ reso! uh 
pointed out the volunteer sys r 
had apparently failed and he Ta 
forcement pool is greatly deoa G 
It stated the Government hen ril 
given en overwhelming ae 
to send conscripts overseas 
tive duty. ANE 


Chatham Legion, 
on We roster over 500 men inclut 


nfiic 
m the present co 
mE o by Secretary Do. 


tb 
as beling 100 per cen k 
RE sending draftees overses 


lat once. 


Chatham, 


Fau. ) 
F Erie, Nov. 14 (Special 
Boneh 71, one of the moat acy 
| i roups in ntarlo, | 
forded a strong resolution | 
ion Command, oer Z 
ting that body to e 
PE demand for gdequate 


rseas force 
forcements for the. ove! 
president B. Hyde, a 


eran of the first G) 
releasing a that $ 
{make our Do 


ARTE «7 ea 


Che G 


Second Section 


| 


of protest against the 
Ws failure to send men- 
e Home Defense Army 
ased last night when 
three veterans’ organ- 
ed-to their members 


t 
| jte join with other organizations in 


[oap the boys overseas.” 
Th® Canadian Corps Association 


fes 
asked members to show “emphatic 
approval” of the stand of former 
; e Minister J, L. Ralston by 
sending messages to members of 
|Parliament; the Canadian Legion 
was asked to obtain unequivocal 
{answers from members from On- 
tario to questions as to their posi- 
tion regarding sending the draftees 
overseas, and the Second World 
War Veterans of Canada, from Ham- 
ilton, declared Government assur 
ances that the voluntary system of 
supplying reinforcements “does not 
carry a great deal of conviction.” 
With Parliament meeting Nov. 22, 
G. Fay Davies, president of the 
Canadian Corps Association de 
clared: “It is apparent that the time 
has come for all Canadians to exert 
their democratic right to be heard 
in the House of Commons through 
their elected representatives.” 

Capt. Tom Magladen, president 
of the Legion, asked the 300 
branches in Ontario to interview 
local members of Parliament to ask: 
"Are you in favor of immediately 
making available for overseas rein- 
forcements the draftees called up 
for home defense?” and “Will you 
pledse yourself to support this pol- 
icy and to demand a recorded vote 
in Parliament?” 

Of Urgent Importance 

“This matter is ot urgent national 
importance. Let nothing interfere 
with immediate action,” he urged. 
“The special session of Parliament 
called for Nov.-22 is of vital impor- 
| tance as it will determine whether 
lor not our hard-pressed men over- 
seas will receive the necessary re- 
| inforcements without delay. Do- 
minion Command of the Legion has 
{unequivocally demanded that the 
draftees be made available immedi- 
ately for this purpose. The report 
of Col. Ralston emphasized the acute 
need and every day’s delay means 
added casualties. 

“The Government's policy, as 50 
far indicated, means taking chances 
with the lives of our_soldiers, but 
at this special session it will be up 
to the individual members of Parlia- 
ment to decide the issue. In the 
event of a vote of confidence on the 
Government's present policy, it is of 
utmost importance that. Ontario 
members of every party sland to- 
gether and back our men overseas. 
J therefore call upon every branch 
of the Legion in Ontario immediate- 
ly to approach its local member and 
put 10 him the questions for an un- 
equivocal answer.” He further ask- 
ed “that you forthwith call upon all 
Joyal citizens and organizations in 
„our district to. wire or write your 
member of Parliament, demanding 
their support on this question.” — 
Quotes from Statement 
wo extracts from Col. Ralston’s 
k recent statement, said the Canadian 
` corps Association, “will arouse every 
veteran and every patriotic citizen 

Canada." They were: “I consider- 
ed that If-we were to be fair to our 


urging members of Parliament to! 
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Put Pressure on MP's | 
Regarding Draft Policy, 
Veterans’ Groups Urge 


to back them With every resource 
lat our disposal. It seems to- the 
{Canadian Corps Association that 
every citizen in Canada should, 
therefore, back up our former Min- 
ister of National Defense, 

“I have been Instructed by the 
Dominion Council to send a message 
| to every Provincial Conymand and to 
every unit of the association to urge 
each member to inform his Federal 
representative on Noy, 22, by letter 
or by telegram, that Col. Ralston's 
stand should have emphatic ap- 
proval, It is the opinion of our asso- 
ciation that this action should 
spread throughout all other patriotic 
organizations and to every citizen 
‘in Canada. We urge all organizations 
jand citizens in Canada to contact 
\their Federal representatives.” 
| F, J, Smith, Hamilton, commander 
[of the second World War Veterans, 
jin a letter to all members of the 
Jassociation declared: “It Is surpris- 
jing that Gen. McNaughton, who 
| Went overseas in 1939 with an army 
jcomposed entirely of volunteers, 
should give tacit and public ap- 
\proval of these mythical stories by 
jaccepting the portfolio of Minister 
of National Defense and in this re- 
gard Col. Ralston's resignation is no 
more impressive than the General's 
jappointment, as he was a Cabinet 
| Minister since the beginning of the 
war. 


“In any case, the need for rein- 
forcements must surely have been 
evident some time ago or are we 
to believe that the notice of the 
shortage coincided with the colonel’s 
visit to the front, because, if so, it 
is an implied reflection on the exist- 
ing High Command, 

“To enlarge on the question of 
preference for the yoluntary system, 
we of this organization would like 
to point out that the men who en- 
listed in 1939 and 1940 are not 
eligible for rehabllitation benefits 
on the same terms as those who en- 
listed later unless, of course, they 
are’ fortunate enough to be on 
active service at the present or were 
discharged subsequent to June 30, 
1941. Also, the comparative scales 
of pay do not support the claim 
that the=voluntary system is pre- 
ferred, nor does the niggardly 
clothing allowance of $35 granted 
the 1939-40 men, compare with the 
existing award of $100. 

“In conclusion, the Government's 
assurance of preference for the 
voluntary system would be .much 
more convincing if the rehabilila- 
tion benefits were equalized on a 
retroactive basis." 


Send Out Circulars 


Ottawa, Noy, 15 (CP).—The Do- 
minion. Command of_the nadian. 
Legion announced “today it Is send- 
ing circulars to its 1,200 branches 
in an effort to gain public support 
for its demands for conscription, 

The circular calls on the 215,000 
Legion members to reassert the 
Legion stand on manpower. 

The circular says: 

“The calling of Parliament pre- 
sents an opportunity for the people 
of Canada to impress upon oyr 
legislators and the Government 
their desire that the fullest pos- 
sible measure of support shall be 
sent to our fighting men overseas 
without delay and that the volun- 
tary method of securing reinforce- 
ments having now reached the 
limit of its possibilities, It should 
now be superceded by measures 
to conscript draftees as reinforce- 
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Se special sesslon of Parliament 
œ called) within their own fields 
Q> arouse public opinion in support 
Of the measure we advocate,” 


Most ‘Draft-Dodgers’ 


From Quebec Province 


By D'ARCY O'DONNELL 

Ottawa, Noy. 15 (CP), — Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, asked to 
locate 51,479 men who allegedly 
had falled.to answer the military 
call-up notices during the year end- 
ed last March 31, found that only 
a small percentage of the men ac 
tually were “draft-dodgers,” R.C. 
M.P. officials said today. 

Only 6,142 prosecutions for fail- 
ing to comply with call-up natices 
resulted from the search which has 
spread across the country, but cen- | 
tred mainly in Quebec and Ontario. 

Of the 51,479 men the R.CM.P. 


were asked to locate, 35,990 of them 
were in Quebec, 9,847 in Ontario, , 
4,253 in New Brunswick, 768- in 
Manitoba, 426 in Alberta, 114 in! 
|Saskatchewan, 48 in British Colum-| 
‘bia, 22 in Nova Scotia, seven in) 
Prince Edward Island and four in 
the Northwest Territories and the| 
Yukon. 

‘The cases of 36.199 men were con- 
cluded to the satisfaction of the 
| R.C.M.P., and 15,280 still were under) 
‘investigation when the annual re- 
port was prepared several months 
lago. Later, statistics were not 
javailable, 

Many Not Notified 

The officials said it was found in 
many cases that the men had not| 
received thelr notices, that they 
already were in the services, or that 
they were dead. 

In 3,819 cases it was found the 
men were not delinquents, but were 
serving In some capacity. A total of 
24,792 cases were referred back to 
Selective Service. The bulk of these 
cases were those of men who com- 
plied with call-up regulations after 
being served their notice by the 
R.C.M.P. 

The prosecutions were undertaken 
in cases where the men refused to| 
comply with the regulations after 
being served a notice by the! 
R.C.M.P. of the prosecutions under- 
taken, 5,419 ended in convictions} 
and the ‘balance were dismissed, 
awaiting trial or were withdrawn. 

Only those convicted were’ con-) 


of reported delinquents, The num-; 


sidered “draft-dodgers In the full 
sense of the word,” the officials 
said, Of the prosecution 3,792 were 
insitituted in Quebec, 1,493 in On- 
tario, 353 in Manitoba, 202 in Al! 
berta, 143 in New Brunswiék, 98 in 
Saskatchewan, 38 in British Col- 
umbia, 17 in Nova Scotia, three in) 
Prince Edward Island and three in 
the Northwest Territories and the! 
Yukon. 

Other Police Helped 

Officials sald the men they were 
asked to locate were those who 
could not be traced by Selective 
Service, by private agencies or by 
other police bodies. All “told, 70,468 
cases of alleged delinquents were 
handled by the R.C.M.P., but this 
total included-cases-in which assist- 
ance was given to other police 
forces. Of this total, 59,277 cases 
were concluded and 18,639 still were 
under investigation at March 31. 

The difference ii the total figures 
was accounted for by the fact that 
a number of cases were carried for- 
ward fro mthe preceding year, 

Even after the cases were 
screened by Selective Service and 
the agencies, the R.C.M.P. were 
given many which ended with the 
tinding of the men already in the 
services, 

In an effort to reduce the number 
of such cases the R.C.M.P. began 
sending out letters to men or the 
parents of men who allegedly. failed 
to comply with call-up notices. The 
officials said the letters. were 
courteous and it was found that 
men, who might have thrown away 
their call-up notice, replied to the 
R.C.M.P. letter giving information 
of thelr whereabouts, Parents re- 
plied to say their sons were in the 
services or dead or to indicate their 
whereabouts. 

One Had Lost Leg 

But despite all precautions the 
R.C.M.P. sometimes ran into em- 
barrassing situations. In one case 
a man, reported to be delinquent, 
lost a leg at Dieppe and was sitting 
in a wheel-chair at home when the, 
R.C.M.P. arrived with his call-up 
notice. 

R.CM.P. now were working in 
Selective Service offices in an at- 
tempt to cut down on the number 


ber of cases was on the decline be, 
fore the R.C.M.P. moved In, and a} 
further decline was expected. The 
Move was made so that the police 


Would have readily at hand any 


documents or correspondence that 
formerly were handled through the 
mails. 
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By KENNETR ©. CRAGG 


Committed to the volun 
inet two weeks ago, 
forced by the hard f 


Report Canadians 
Out of Front Lines 


London, Nov. 15 (CP) —Indi- 
cations are that most of the 
Canadian units in Western 
Europe and in Italy now are out 
of the line, resting in prepara» 
tion for mew tasks. 

Since Polish forces of the ist 
Canadian Army climinated the 
last German pocket south of the 


Maas (Meuse? River In South- 
west Holland on Nov. S, there 
have been no reports of activity 


by Li-Gen. Crerar’s forces. 


The last report of Canadian 
in Itely was in an Adriatic 
front despatch Nov. 10, which 
reported the capture of Ger 
mans in a patrol skirmish in 


the area of San Stefsno. 


CGversent Duty 


For NRMA Urged 


Nov. 15 (Special) —Ozak- 


requirements, and es the Home De- 
{ense Army bas trained personnel 


is resolved that Oakville 


it 
Board of Education urges the Gov- 


ernment 

pvailable for reinforcing forces now 

fignii2s overseas.” 
SE 


OTTAWA, Nov. 15 (Staff) 


| It is reported that the informa- 


ai ~—Defense Minister McNaughton, 

Y enlistment plan when he entered 
according to authoritative sources, has 
acts of the army voinforeement position 
Sto veverse his policy and has nd- 


| vised Prime Minister King the 
| draftees are needed oversers, 

| The reported development stands 
revealed in Mr, King's sudden deci- 
¡Sion to call Partiament, and tnere 
jis a strongly held bellet that mem- 
ders will be advised in detail of the 
situation Mm secret session and on 
the Noor of Commons later will be 


___ @& directed into an independent vote. 

{ The sudd d 
udden call issued by the 

| Prime Minister on Monday night, 


janer a brief Cabinet meeting in 
which his Ministers were OUA 
| vised of Nis plan, immediately raised 
ja storm of runser in the capital 
| fram which in time has emerged a 
| fairly dew picture. 


‘Magic Wand 


{ 

| As pieced together Ih responsible 
[quarters here, it ts delieved that 
[doth the Prime Minister and Gen. 
McNaughton thought that the lat- 
ters appointment would be the 
magic wand that would still the 
waters of criticism raised by the 
Government's refusal to act on Col. 
J. L Ralston’s tecommendation to 
send draftees by compulsion over 
seas according to the Government's 
pledge. 

Bat. as the last two weeks has 
shown, it failed to stem the tide of 
public indignation. It is stressed re 
peatedly that Gen. McNaughton, 
who blamed the former Minister 
for his retirement, was talked into 
accepting the job without assessing 
the task he has to do and without 
taking into consideration the mood 
of the public 

The hostile reaction of servicemen, 
veterans. cnd of the public gener- 
ally, to the Arnprior speech was-his 
first indication of the public feeling 
on the question. 

The second eye-opener came yes- 
tergay when’ Gen. McNaughton met 
the district officers“commanding the 
13 military digtricts mm Canada™1o 
survey the reinforcement problem 
with them. He met them not as 2 
superior officer, but as a civilian. He 
is said to have asked thera for their 
candid opinions on the situation, 
and he got tnem. 


Couldnt Be Hopeful 4 

The meeting, it has been advised, 
was not acrimonious, but the DOC'S 
told him frankly that he did not 
stand a chance of getting the needed 
reinforcements by the voluntary 
method. s 

Defense Minister McNaughton. an- 
nounced tonight: ' 

“TThe purpose of the conference 
wes to obtain from these command- 
ers the latest views and to get the 
best picture of the situation gencr- 
ally Jn respect to the provision of 
reinforcements for overseas. Valu- 
able information has been obtained 
and Js being analyzed and studied. 
The results are a definite step for- 
ward toward the clarification of the 
situation. . 

“A careful review was made of 
home establishments with a view to 
the disbandment of those no longer 
required for training or for horne 
defense Jn the light of the progross 
,of the war, 

“Progress Ín voluntary enlistments 
for the army from the public and 
from NRMA was considered, and the 
special difficulties In respect to the 
latter were under review, 

“The conference now Js concluded 
and the commanders are en route 
to their respective commands,” 


geen ge 

sth 4 

h h 
ughton has 

ok office 

Ralston’s F 


tion Gen, 
from overseas since he to 
has substantiated Col. 
stand in Cabinet, and more. 

1 of these things, 
Stn. McNaughton has reported 
ihe Primo Minister and, in 80 A 
Ing, has reversed himself to Acts 
point that he has advised he a 
Not think that the voluntary mt 
can meet the urgency and that 
there ts no other way but the way 
of compulsion. ? 

it Ri, Gerests) that the 
House will meet im seer 
and they tne Defonso Minister will 
bo called In to make a reports 
is believed Ne will calm that he 
had thought the Voluntary system 
could have been speeded Up, but 
that from Information he now has, 
ho knows that he Is wrong. 

AS a result of this report, Prime 
Mintster King will release tho Lib- 
eral members from thelr party ob- 
ligation and will give them the 
right of a free and Independent 
Vote, 

Showing Strain 

One thing is certain: Gen. Me 
Naughton, according to those who 
have been In close touch with him, 


to 


office and his appearance reflects 
the situation In which he has been 
placed, 

Support for the bellef that Mr. 
King will follow the procedure with 
‘)Parliament that Is Indicated ahove 
Is seen in the sudden turn of tke 
C.C.F, as Indicated by the state- 
{ment given yesterday in Edmonton 
"| by Mr. Coldwell. 

Mr, Coldwell is said to have been 
‘| kept Informed by the powers that 
be, and yesterday he advocated a 
secret session and advised, “if it ts 
shown that the need Is there, we 
must use ail means in our power to 
reinforce our men overseas.” The 
statement -was the first that the 


X, ei 
adji 


it 1s belleved |; 


fl 
i 
t 
t 


ot session, |, 


is definitely showing the straln of), 


C.C.F, Leader has given which did}: 


not predicate compulsion with the 
conscription of wealth, 

It is asserted that, having freed 
his group, Mr. King, who is in the 
tightest political spot he has ever 
been in, will then appeal to Quebec 
members to fall In line because of 
the extreme gravity of the situa- 

‘tion, _ i ae 

Confusion in Capital’ 

The confusion that has snarled 
the capital over the coming House 
meeting has increased rather than 
lessened, and has given rise to such 
quaint pastimes as Parliamentarians 
interyJewing corréspondents to find 
out what is going on, and Cabinet 
Ministers admitting they know 

~ nothing about Mr. King's plans. 

Among theorles advanced over- 
night, culled from reports heaid by 
the doorman, the official winder of 
the Peace Tower clock, a member 
of the Board of Trade, Toronto; 


three Liberals and a lone Progres-' 


sive Conservative from an unidentl- 


fled riding, were: | 
Mr, King will resign and ask Col.; 


Ralston to form a Government; 
Col. Ralston will cross the floor of 
the House; Col, Ralston will not 
cross the floor of the House; the 
Government will pass the Order-in- 
Council to send draftees overseas, 
and Commons will be asked to en- 
dorse that action. 

Members of Parliament began to 
arrive today for the session. 

There was stir of increased 
activity about the centre block 
wlth the arrival of Speaker J, A. 
Glen, by plane, and some eight ‘or. 


*/10 private members. It is expected 


a majority of the members will 
reach Ottawa during the week-end.! 

Three Cabinet Ministers are ab-/ 
sent from .the city. Air Minister’ 
Power who recently underwent an 
operation in Quebec City is èx- 
pected back Monday. Munitions 
Minister Howe, attending the in- 
ternational air conference in Chl- 
cago, Is expected back within a few 
days. Labor Minister Mitchell is In 
Edmonton on a western speaking 
tour, but {ft is presumed he will 
cut his trip short to arrive back 
In Ottawa in time for the session. 

Uncertainty as to how long the 
session will last complicates ar- 
rangéments which have to be made 
for accommodation of the members, 
It Is not expected the Parliamen-! 
tary restaurant will be opened, but 
consideration Is belng given to 


opening the cafeteri: 


-|played a great role 


| In Chicago, 


‘ada had been f 
_| maintaining a § 
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CO IC | 
MERE POLITICS 
HOWE ASSERTS 


By FRANK FLAHERTY 
Chieago, Nov 15 (CP).¢ 
tlon for overseas service paneer 
ds “rather a political questi anad 
a question of meeting py tha 
need," Reconstruction Minj urgen 
Howe sald today in a lina 


The Minister, w 
Canadian delegation 
national Civil Aviatio 
spoke without notes and 


report: 


e ? 
but, for security reasons, could ne 


He sald he was not r 
any personal opinion on ae 
but on the basis of the full Storia 
tion, he did “not believe it ie 
question of meeting an overwhelm 
ing need.” He spoke, he saig, for 
the purpose of giving former Caha. 
dians now living in Chicago some 
of the background on the situation, 

The speech was notable as one of 
the first utterances by a Minister, 
other than Prime Minister Mac 
kenzie King, Defense Minister Me 
Naughton and former Defense Min- 
ister Ralston since Col. Ralston's 
resignation from the Cabinet. 


| 
Standing Per Capita | 
Canada, sajd Mr. Howe. had as| 
hich a proportion of its population | 
enlisted in the forces as practically | 
any Allied country with the excep} 
tion of the United Kingdom. Í 

The Government at the start off 
the war followed the traditional| 
voluntary system, but in 190 sup-| 
plemented it with compulsory ser-| 
vice within Canada. Under com-{ 
pulsory 200,000 men 
had been a to the forces 
and at variot Ar men had heal 
drafted to the coal mines and other 
activities. | 

Of the 2.00 men called up for} 
the army all bt 000 hadj 
volunteered for 

“These ANV m 
become a great 
Canada and an is 
become greater as tH 
There had been a difference of 
opinion in the Government about 
Iit and there was a great division of 
opinion In the country which would 
likely become more marked. Those) 
in “the seat of government” had to 
take account of what happened in| 


the first Great War. | 
Then conscription was introduced 
late In the war, was followed by 
| bloodshed and “the number of mem- 
| bers secured for the armed forces 
was exceedingly small in compari- 
‘son to the commotion in Canada,” 
| The ‘Government had also to con- 
sider other aspects of the war effort, 
| including the munitlons program. 
| There was an over-all shortage of 
| ammunition and Canadian industry, 
in keeping the 
stream of munitions going forward. ; 
“The Government must weigh any 
probable interruption of production 
which would follow the enforcement} 
of conscription,” he sald. E 
Nothing in Lease-Lend t 
said Mr. Howe, he Bad ; 
old friend and a prominent, 
einans man who thought Canada 
was a recipient of Lease-Lend. Can-| 
ada has never taken a dollar injo 
Lease-Lend from the United States) — 
or any other country. Canada had} . 
its own Lease-Lend system unden 5 
which two gifts of $1,000,000,000 each | i 
had been made and = raien So 
H in E 
0001000 Bow eat lative popula- 


ri the re 
Considering omic resources of the 


i econ 
fons eRe it would be found that 
Canada's aid to co-belligerents TA 
on a par with that of the Unite 
States. oe 
i five years of war 
Düring me ‘alrly successful ini 


table economy. The 


‘least of living h 


‘| with an e 


ad been con trolled. 


“T am confident,” he said, “that 


xpan 
a people who have all 


Lrfort, either in the forces or in 
cuion, 

ust admit the people are get- 
G bit tired. The strain and the 
ure is beginning to tell but 1). 
ell you that as long as there 

the war effort of Canada will 
lacken.” 

adian effort would continue 
concentrated on the European 

e until the job was done there 
when the European war is fin- 

our, troops our Navy and our 
orce will transfer to the Pacific 

sh up that Job.” 


va Surprised 
lawa, Nov.’ 15 (Statt) —The 


denial of former Defense Min- 
Ralston’s estimation of re- 
cemert requirements by Re- 
uction Minister Howe in to- 
Chicago speech was received 
ht in Ottawa with expressions 
ank disbelief and admitted con- 


tion. 
ernment members refused to 
ent on the report that Mr. 


said the issue was “rather a 
1 question than a question 


d on the ground that the re- 
g ust be verified; they sug- 
minat Mr. Howe must have 


nisguoted, 
lon of the Howe refer- 

k PA pointed out that Prime 
? King himself, Jn his radio 
sa a week agotonight, an- 
there was- an` urgency 
d that Col, Ralston's 
ent 


“disclosed 


g an urgent need.” They |- 


A m $ $- eS ue Koyo) 


Serious 


For ‘Playing of Politics; 


ColdwellDemands Facts 


“Edmonton, Noy, 15 (CP),—The 
proper course al the session of the 
House of Commons, called for Nov. 
22,- would be for members, io de- 
mand all information concerning 
overseas reinforcements from the 
Government and from Col, J, L. 
Ralston, who resigned this month 
as Defense Minister, M, J. Coldwell, 
C.CF, Leader, said last night, 

“Ninety-nine per cent of the 
people discussing this question of 
reinforcements have no Mmforma- 
tion upoa which to base thelr 
judgment,” he said at a publie 
meeting, Recently returned froma 
tour of French and Belgian battle 
zones, Mr, Coldwell sald he himself 
did not have latest Information on 
the question, 

“This matter is too serious for 
politicians to play politics with, If 
necessary, Parliament should meet 
in secret session and every avall- 
able document should be produced.” 

Politicians “see in the issue a 
golden opportunity to wrap them- 
selves in the flag, get into power 
as the war closes, and sell Canada 
Gown the river for five years.” 

The C.CF's Party's attitude to 
the reinforcement question will be 
determined by disclosures of the 
Parliamentary sitting this month, 
“Our boys are over there and we 
will see to it that those boys will 
get all the support they need.” 
Attacks Bracken Party 

Welland, Noy. 15 (CP).—David 
Lewis, national secretary of the 
C.CF., speaking at a public meet- 
ing here, charged the Progressive 
Conservative party with “making 
a lot of political noise” about, the 
problem of reinforcements. He said 
the Progressive Conservative party 
“deliberately spread false informa- 
tion” for political purposes. 

Asked what stand the CCF. 
would take in regard to reinforce- 
ments for the Canadian Army, Mr. 
Lewis said he could not speak for 
the party. He added his personal 
opinion was that the party would 
Support action to make draftees 
available as reinforcements if it 
Were proven necessary. 

Asks Mitchell To Act 

A resolution passed unanimously 
by the Welland branch of the Can- 
adian Legion protested against 


Dominion Government's “failure to 
send draftees overseas as reinforce- 
ments.” 

The resolution called on. Labor 
Minister Mitchell, Liberal member 
of Parliament ,for -Welland, to do 
all in his power to, have the home 
defense army made avallable as re- 
inforcements for overseas troops. 
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Canada Faces a 


From the Evangelien! Christian (Current Isssue) 


Rrealest, perhaps, Jn her history. It 
has been brought about, as so many 
similar crises huve been brought 
about In these last few years, by 
compromise with truth and right 
Governments have a responsibility 
to the people who placed them in 
power, That at least ls so In demo- 
cratie counties, They nre there to 
Rive expression to the will of the 
people, 

A few years ago ‘there was a 
plebiscite of the people of Canada 
tnken on the subject of conscription, 
ond by an overwhelming majority 
the people of Canada voted "Yes," 
Which authorized the Government to 
go ahead, Elght Provinces voted this 
way. One, and one only, the 
Province of Quebec, voted “No"— 
and that vole has up'until the pres- 
ent moment prevailed. Because 
Quebec is traditionally Liberal, and 
because the lust of power has 
proved too much for it, the Govern- 
ment of Mr. King has consistently 
refused to obey the expressed will 
of the people. 


Canada faces n crisis today—the,has been precipitated by the resig-| 


Crisis—and Why 


nation of Mr. Ralston as Ministe 


a trip to the battle - 
Ralston saw the dire need tar i: 
inforcements for the men, and ur, edi 
Mr. King to make good his promis 
to the people that conscription: 
would be imposed when necess z 
But because Quebec says “No” the t 
Prime Minister refuses to fulfil his 
obligation to the people of Canada 
Mr. Ralston resigned, preferring 
the approval of a good conscience 


Mr. 


rather than the sacrifice of honor oe 


on the altar of political 

He at least delivered a ae aat 
the meantime, Canada's vast Zom- 
bie army, mostly from Quebec, 
continues to pick tobacco and 
apples while reinforcements lan- 
guish and young men inadequately 
trained die in foxholes.and in mud sd 
But human life is cheap these days. 
And what does it matter if a few 

more young men from eight 

Provinces of Canada die for human 

freedom if only Quebec is not of- 

fended. and the King Government 


The crisis in the present instance 


can remain in power? 


. lA Soldier Writes Home 


‘Breaking Up Essential Units 
To Reinforce the Infantry’ 


Below is an excerpt from a letter th 
from overseas written by a Cana- |Je 
dian Army officer wounded in 
Holland. to a friend. For the pro- |re 
tection of the officer his name is |SO 


e European end of It, although 
try fought fiercely here. 

“Hadn't heard of Connie Smythe's 
marks until a few days ago, when 
me newspapers came in. Glad to 


of Natlonal Defense. Returning from 
f: 


not being published. 


“Mail here Is like the grapefruit, Weeks ago he heard plenty from 
it comes in bunches; yesterday I 


had two letters from you. 
tor the kind though re the Digest. 


‘walking cast’ on my leg now, and 
so am slightly mobile. Expecting 


to be evacuated to U.K. any day. I nothing of infantry work, probably 


fear the war is over forme.: Looks 
as if six months more would finish 


Thanks outlined, absolutely criminal, break- 


“Tam getting along fine, have al the infantry. 


hear some one spoke up, although 
[When Ralston was here a couple of 


levery one on the same subject. The 
{situation here is worse than Smythe 


ing up essential units to reinforce 
In some cases even 
with this method of digging up 
men, company strengths are only 40 
to 50 men, and these men ‘know 


haven't fired a Bren gun at all. No 
Wonder our casualties are terrific.” 


Figures Show How Provinces 
Voted on Plebiscite in 1942 


OTTAWA, Noy. 15 (CP).—This is how the vote stood in 1942 
giving the Government power to send draftees overseas if = Seonehi 


Yes. 


No. 


Ontarlo . 1,217,604 235,35 

Quebec ... 376,188 993,668 
Nova Scotia 120,382 33,043 
New Brunswick ..--+ 105,602 45,940 
Prince Edward Island . . 23,660 4/481 
Manitoba ....-see08 221.198 55,735 


British Columbia 


Saskatchewan «++ 


Yukon Territory s... ° 
Yellowknife Administration 


istrict . 


Service VOE ssevecessccccesscvevenvece 


Total 


ete 


A 


Ladle Adäress—TORONGLO, 
to al to—WaAvertey 1831, 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
UN CANA 
4 Mail {outside Taranto), 1 Mean 37—68 rene ay 
1 Carrie: 1 Yean sO—Per Week, 3 


The subject who is 
Manae R truly loyal to the Chtel 
arbirarg measares JUNIUS E? "Or mbm 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1944, 


Parliament’s Greatest Hour 


> el Minister King called the 
EEn cf his S inte session without any 
X ‘us purpose. He has given none 
rats The common assumption, thoroughly 
Yaa Mr, rgs tactics in dealing with 
P Cat eron issue, kas been that he plans 
Ff ya ae ATN in a play for time. 
Sic: SNN e re “6° must realize, in a desper 
ate oS E } ang from which he cannot 
Sah s y further appeals for preser- 
vation of a unity that does not exist. 
ee aed Mr. King’s motive, the House of 
ms Must not again be made the tool of 
his political manoeuvring. The members of 
Parliament meet in the shadows of the gravest 
issue in the life of the nation. ‘Their choice is 
to vote or fail to vote the support for the men 
who are spending their lives for the safety of 
us all. There Must be a final, complete and 
honorable settlement of that issue, a settlement 
Which the national conscience can accept. 
* Throughout the crisis these columns have 
bad but one purpose: To keep in focus the des- 
rate position of the Canadian troops in the 
atue lines. Trained reinforcements for them 
is and must remain the only consideration. On 
the testimony of Col. Ralston, the one man in 
possessior of all the facts, too much time—weeks 
Which their need did not permit us to waste— 
already has been lost. 
_ It was on Sept. 18 that Major Conn Smythe 
arrived in Toronto from England, and from his 
hospital bed issued the statement charging that 
inadequately wained troops were being used to 
reinforce our armies in France. The authorities 
at Ottawa evaded direct reply to those charges, 
but factual support for them poured in, and 
continues to pour in, from the fighting fronts 
and all corners of the nation 
Because of those charges Col. Ralston went 
to Italy and to France to learn the facts for 
himself. He returned tc Ottawa on Oct, 14. By. 
Oct. 24 it became known that he had reported 
to the Government and that a Cabinet crisis had 
developed out of his recommendation, secking 
the compromise that would satisfy the Minister 
a and fit the political formula which had caused - 
the shortage of reinforcements. 


ai As finally given to the public, the Ralston 
i DL. report vindicated. Major Smythe and those who 

ye have stood by him. The former Defense Minis- 

z] ter summarized the reasons for his insistence 
+ vi that the conscripts be sent overseas in four 
9) o words: “Time was all-important. 

3 fi > But it was- not unti. eight days after his 
TER: he resignation that the Prime Minister, driven to 
Mee radio by. the public's outcry, sought to ex: 

= Je pain his rejection of the Ralston recommenda>~ 

' w a In doing so he concealed every pertinent | 
al fact on which the recommendation vas based, 
P thereby compelling Col. Ralston publicly to cor- 
5 rect him. Tnus eight weeks elapsed between 
2% the time Major Smythe spoke and the public 
was given information possessed by the Gov- 
(ok eae day ,every hour, every minute of that 


in Holland and in Italy, 
defend us in our democratic way of 

e While they died their call for help was 
subjected to negotiation in an effort to trim It 
fit a political formula. If one Canadian boy 
has Jost his lite because he had ot meet the 
nemy before he was ready, then the price of 

; Bat Mr. King calls national unity has been too 
$. es Summoning the House of Commons Into 
eacsion Prime Minister King has stood their call 
still another nine days, If the purpose 
to further debate an negotiate their need, the 
rse of the House is clear, It need know no 
Be than the facts on which that call is based. 
more Jp our troops need js here. For men of 
one hep there is nothing ‘that can stand in the 
Ea yy he py 
e no loyalty yalty 

cE ata men who are spilling 
‘the institution of popular 
‘rule of the majority, might pre- 


an ts 


c our men were dying 


POltles With the question, 
$ At Edmonton Mr. Coldwell sald: “Ninety-nine 
fer cent of the people discussing tls question 
of reinforcements have no information upon 
Which to base thelr Judgment, ,.. If necessary, . 
Parliament should meet in secret sesstoi and 
évery available document should be produced.” 

At Welland Mx. Lewis said: “I seldom agree 
With Mv. Mackenzie King, but I say right here 


sa 


that I agree with Mi King when he says that, 
s0 far as the training of the men was concerned, ' 
that training In my belet was good. 'The 'Torles 
must be unequivocally condenined for spreading 
falsehoods for political purposes, affecting the 
People's morale, something amounting almost lo 


sabotage.” 


The crisis which 1s now engulfing the nation 
and which meats so much to the men in tho 


line should be beyond pavilsan considerations: 


But Mr. Coldwell and Mi. Lewis are poltttea! op 


portunists attempting to get votes oul of ar 
issue of grave concern to mothers, wives an 
fathers with loved ones: overseas, j 

They were overseas. 'There they had a chance 
to talk to the men, the Junior officers, and men 
lying wounded in hospitals, They could havé 
found out from them what parents are learning 
froni their sons’ letters sent home, 
have learned the whole sad story of lack o. 
trained infantrymen just as Col. Ralston di 
when he was overseas. 

But this would not be in keeping with thí 
play of the C.C.F, for the votes of isolationists— 
those who hate Britain and those in Quebe: 
who have little or no interest in the war. Mi 
Coldwell says the facts are not clear, Yet hi 
own national secretary sets himself up as an ex 
pert, and says he agrees with Mr. King that thi 
training of the men whe are going into the line 
4s good. Good, Mr. Lewis says, despite the fac’ 


that men are being sent in as infantry reinforce- | 
ments after they have had almost no training | 
in that arm. x 

Mr. Coldwell also favors a secret session. 
This leader of a party, who claims it is a) 
“people’s party,” wants the public kept in the! 
dark about a matter that concerns every one| 
deeply. A fine sort of trust Mr. Coldwell places 
in the people! There is no question of security 
that can be used at this date to cover up facts 
that Canadians have a right to know. 


If there is one thing the Progressive Con-|of nationhood, betrayal of democ- 


servative Party deserves credit for, it is its in- 
sistence that the draftees be sent overseas as 
reinforcements tor the units needing them. This 
Mr. Lewis condemns, and supports Mr, King in 
nis policy of keeping fit, trained men at home 
while overseas others die for lack of help. 

The C.C.F, has thrived on criticism, on class 
hatred, on envy, on telling the men overseas they 
will have no jobs in Canada after the war unless 
they vote C.C.F. Yet Mr. Lewis calls an ex- 
posure of the shortage of reinforcements and 
the sending of undertrained men into the line 
“almost sabotage.” 

Both these Socialist leaders are sticking to 
their record and that of thelr party. The C.C.F, 
opposed, after war started, the sending of any 
troops overseas, even volunteers. They opposed 
the adoption of Bill 80, which, after the plebi- 
scite, gave the Government the power to send 
the draftees overseas by Order-in-Council. Mr. 
Coldwell and the other C.C.F. members voted 
with the Quebec isolationists and anti-participa- 
tionists. 


gerous game, Willing to do anything, even let 
the men overseas down, in the hope of getting 


votes, 
What a sorry lot! 


They ea 


national unity.” 


land betrayal, then the price is too 


{one part of it cannot dictate to or 


Shocking are th 
Jn Canada a ae oe 
Some mny soy: 
word of another.” True—bul which 
bolleve? Mr. King, wh 
Just returned from the 
Naughton, the man 
ut the answer to that 
Panghion declared publicly he e 
If there be such things 85 laws 0 


sense, IL 1s Ralston W 


s war! 


front? 


gi 


m, if the Canadian people conclude, as they must 
If we belleve him, S hforcement position is desperate, that our 
danger of being betrayed and deserted, and 


the ‘i 
are in 
St Mr. King still 
t efte 


conclude, that 
armies oversea 
it is found th 
that he can ac 3 
draftees—what then? 
submit tamely, shrug their 
put the political fortunes 0. a pa 
duty to our allies—before the ives 
‘That Is the issue—the only iss 
— Det, us, go-to the truth. The 
l Quebec had vot 
King be hesitating an 
firing his Defense Minister, 
All of us know the answer. 
overseas without rei 
plebiscite. That is the hear 
Quebec; his ear 
alone, With 65 po 
inspiration, 


hy 


tential Liberal v 


. 
Mr. King will say: “I strive for 
There are two an- 
swers. The first is that, in truth, 
Mr. King shatters national unity. 
The second is that if the price of 
national unity be unnecessary blood 
of our sens overseas, their desertion 


high. This country is a nation or 
it is not a nation; a democracy or 
not a democracy. lf it be a nation, 


{dominate the other parts. If it be 
jn democracy, one minority group 
‘within it cannot override the ma- 
jority. The contrary is abdication 
racy, mi- 
nority 


appeasement, 
dictation. 


cowardice, 


That truth understood right, ap- 
peal can be made to three or four 
men in Mr. King's Ministry. Where 
stand today, in the light of Col. 
fRalstan's statement, Mr. Isley, Mr 
Mocdonald, Mr. Crerar? These men 
know the truth. They pledged 
jthemselves to send draftees over- 
seas (the Journal yesterday quoted 
their pledges) when the need arose 
ny c enored Col. x 
(Cabinet. Are they 
Be Beles te te Prepared now 
men who, when 


to 
p3 of history as the 
ol. Ralston w; 
ithe planke for his principles: drew 
back? Te dishonor their pledges? 
To be with Col. Ralston in private 
and against him in public? 
elleving them of s € 
of sharper honor, the eaea 
conclude they will do one of ee 
things: Compel the Prime Minister 
o put the lives of Canadians oves 
Seas and the honor of Canada Reread 


‘lt Is Ralston We Must Believe’ 
OTTAWA JOURNAL 
hese revelations—shocking certalnly, jf there be 


js but the word of one man against the 
o hos not been to the front? Or Col. Ralston. 


behind whom Mr. King now shields his policy; 
iy that less than one month ago Gen. Mc- 


ce must believe. 


ctively, namely, 

Will the Canadian people and Parliament 
shoulders in frustration or Indifference, 
f a party and a Ministry before their 


ed “Yes?” in the conscription plebiscite, would Mr. ~ 
and sidestepping, and juggling figures, and 
to avoid conscription? 

Mr. King leaves the Canadian Army 
nforcements because Quebec voled 
t of this trouble, 
attuned to Quebec. From that part of Canada 


guam Iyo 
Will Mr. King Demand 


Ralston in thé, 


of these men have we a right to 


There is, of course, Gen. MC- 


w nothing about reinforcements- 
vidence, such a thing as common 


refuses to act in the one way 
by sending overseas trained 


of our sons overseas? 
ue. 
truth in the simple question: If 


“No” in the 
Mr. King’s eye is on 


otes In Parliament, he takes his 


Loyalty of Followers? 


The calling of Parliament for Nov. 
22 will arouse speculation as to Mr. 
King's Intentions. It is inconcely- 
able that he can contemplate pur- 
ishing his rubber-stamp supporters 
for thelr subservience In the past 
by asking for a vote of confidence, 
thus forcing each of them to brand 
himself as false to his country b 
putting his loyalty to Mr. King 
ahead of his duty to the State and 
the lives of our soldiers overseas. 
` We may therefore see a repetition 
of his past performance of dissolw] 
ing Parliament as soon as, it as 
sembles, relying on the support of 
Quebec and the votes of certair; 
Government employees, a section ¢ 
organized labor to which he N 
pandered all through the war, a 
the prohibition vote, to glve hir 
fresh lease of power. 
With virtually every rep 
newspaper in Canada, outsi 
Quebec, condemning his policy 
only necessary for each loy? 
and woman to vote at the ne 
tion to ensure that Mr, K 
not muster a corporal's / 
the next Parliament. 
Toronto, 


| 


from Quebe 
ebec, or, 
quit themselves 1 


tegrity. 
. 

As for Par) 

now by Mr. Ki 
tic of evasion, 

be clear, 


lament, 


summo: 
ng asa ned 


fore it wil} 


athwart 
Ret pines t 
as Parlia; 
opportune Pt been 
pendence 
It Is the 
people. 


vy to vindi 
and power. 


desperate tac.| 


nning lines 


Reinforcement Issue Just Politics 
Howe Tells Audience in Chicago 


Chicago, November 15.——Con- 
| scription for overseas service in 
| Canada is “rather a political ques- 
tion than a question of meeting an 
urgent need.” Reconstruction Min- 
ister C. D. Howe said today in a 
luncheon address before the Cana- 
dian Club of Chicago. 

The minister, who heads the 
Canadian delegation at the inter- 
national civil aviation conference, 
spoke without notes and sald he 
had seen all the relevant reports 
and figures on army reinforcements 
but. for security reasons, could not 
give them. . 

He said he was not expressing 
ap ersonal opinion on the issue 
bul on the basis of the full informa- 
tion, he did “not believe it is a 
question of mecting an overwhelm- 
ing need.” He spoke, he said, for 
the purpose of giving former Cansa- 
dians now living in Chicago some 
of the background on the situation 

The speech was notable as one of 
the first ulterances by a minister, 
other than Prime Minister Mac- 
kenzie King. Defence Minister Me 
Naughton and former Defence Min- 
ister Ralston since Col, Ralston’s 
resignation from the cabinct. 

Canada, said Mr. Howe, had as 
hi a proportion of its populat on 
enlisted in the forces as practical- 
ly any Allied country with the ex- 
ception of the United Kingdom. i 

Tbe government at the sar oi 
the war followed the traditlona 
voluntary system but in 1940 sup- 
plemented ft with compulsory ser- 
vice Within Canada. nder com- 
yulsory service some 200,000 men 
been drafted into the forces 


ly become greatcr as time goes 
on." 

There had been a difference of 
Opinion in the government about 
it and there was a great division 
of opinion in the country which 
would likely become more mark- 
ed. Those in “the seat of govern- 
ment" had to take account of what 
happened in the Great War, 

Then conscription was introduced 
late in the war, was followed by 
bloodshed and “the number of 
members secured for the armed 
forces was exccedingly small in 
comparison to the commotion in 
Canada.” 

The government had also to con- 
sider other aspects of the war ef- 
fort, including the munitions pro- 
gram. There was an oyer-all short- 
age of ammunitlon and Canadian 
industry played a great role in 
keeping the stream of munitions 
going forward. 

“The government must welgh any 
probable Interruption of produc- 
tion which would follow the en- 
forcement of conscription,” he said. 

The prominent mention accorded 
Canada at the air conference, was 
due to the fact that Canadians hud 
been studylug the aviation prob- 
lem for some time and considered 
a solution of the greatest impot- 
tance, he said, Airways might weli 
become a source of international 
friction unless a well-defined plan 
was worked out, 

In Chicago, said Mr. Howe, he had 
met un old friend and a prominent 
business man who thought Canada 
was a reciplent of leuse-lend, Can- 
ada has never taken a dollar in 


d 

at varlous times men had been 
jand ed to the coal mines and other | 

activities. sog i 
000 men called up for 
AE U but about 60,000 had 
volu od, for service any wher. 
ones that over 1,000,000 
ed ip the armed 
time or another that 60 


ve very, 


lease-lend from the United States 
or any other country. Canada had 
its own leasge-lend system under 
which two gifts of $1,000,000. U0 
each bad been made and a third ot 
$800,000,000 now was being cx- 
pended, i 
Considering the relative popula- 
and aconaeug resources of {he 


P.C, HEADS BACK 
BRACKEN STAND 


‘Natioual Committee Favors 
| Conscription lor Overseas 


Winnipeg, November 15, — @) — 
|The National Council of the Pro- 
gressive Conservative party con- 
| cluded today a three-day confer- 
ence during which, a statement is- 
sued tonight said, it endorsed a 
declaration made earlier this week 
by party leader John Bracken that 
the home defence army should be 
made available immediately to re- 
inforce the country’s army over- 
seas. 

The statement said that upper- 
most in the discussions was the 
apeceen national crisis brought 
about by the government's inability 
to decide upon a policy that will 
meel the urgent reinforcements 
situation.” 

The committee dealt with mat- 
ters of organization and policy and 
will be reconvened in Ottawa or 
Montreal December 4. 

S. E, Stewart of Smiths Falls, 
Ont., president of the Young Pro- 

ressive Conservative Association 
in the organization of Young Pro- 
gressive Conservative groups in a 
report sald young people's organi- 
zations were being “strongly rein- 
forced” In evéry province ,and par- 
ticularly by the relatives and wives 


of men overseas,” 
Rnedae Den ft wee 


- ments, 


C. 


Delence Minister Reported to 
Tell King His Opinion Alters 


— 


UP TO PRIME MINISTER 


McNaughton Said to Accept 
Stand ot Chiefs of Military 
Districts 


By F.C MEARS, 
(Gazette Resident Correspondent.) 

Ottawa, November 16.—Another 
sensational development in the cab- 
inet crisis over conscription as a 
means of adequately reinforcing 
the Canadian infantry in the Low 
Countries and in Italy came to 
light when it was learned that most 
ef the heads of military districts 
across the country, who for two 
Gays have been reporting to De- 
fence Minister A. G, L. McNaugh- 
ton, made it plain to him that com- 
pulsion would have to be used if 
enough draftees were to be sent 
across the ocean. 

Linked with this startling agree- 
ment amongst these at the head of 
the military districts and who have 
first hand and the latest informa- 
tion on recruiting prospects, is the 
well authenticated story that those 
who were associated with Col. J. 
L. Ralston, former Defence Minis- 
ter. in the preparation of his case, 
which was rejected by Prime Min- 
ister King, are sticking to their 
guns, believe ‘the statistical case 
they compiled holds true. 

It was reported elscwhere to- 
night that the newly named De- 
fence Minister, Gen. A. G. L. Mc- 
Naughton, has told Mr. King of 
what was reported to him by the 
military heads in the country and 
that he himself has change his 
mind about the adequacy of the 
present voluntary pares x $ 

Whether or not Gen. cNaugh- 
ton has advised Mr. King that. the 
draftees must be pan overseas 

ey. yolunteer.or whe 

pact es ae leptecied cannot] 
be checked but it is learned on re- 
liable authority that the report he 
‘has transmitted to the Prime Min- 
ister of what he learned from the 
military leaders across the Dom- 
inion would Jeave no alternative 
but to advise of invoking the 
conscription law. 


ONE COURSE OPEN. 


This will make a tremendous dif- 
ference in what happens at next 
week's meeting of the House, for if 
the necessity for conscription has 
been reported to Gen. McNaughton 
the single and central condition to 
asking Parliament to again approve 
conscription’s adoption has been) 
supplied and there is no other 
course left open to the Prime Min- 
Aer aay the unary problem 
has been solved or, al least, has 
been answered. It now remains for 
Mr. King to decide on the political 
steps. There is no reason to suppose 
that he will quickly or easily re- 
cede from his ants-conscription 
osition, particularly because of his 
rrevocable commitments to the 
province of Quebec. 

Jt has been argued here today that 
even if all the military experts 
agree that nothing short of conscrip- 
tion will insure prompt and ade- 

uate reinforcement overseas, the 
Prime Minister will still balk at 
taking the logical step, that he will 


h a move would irreparably 
ie Beer Quebec from the Domin- 
jon, and that this is too high a price 
to pay for the needed reinforce- 


, on the other side of the pic- 
Deihi is hardly conceivable brat 
he would lightly disregard a report 
to him by a new Defence Minister, 
especially as Gen. McNaughton was 
brought in on the belief he could 
find an escape from, a way around 
conscription, This report from 
ry chi 
Mave the elect of placing the King 


in the field' must]: 


‘ 


N MUST BE USED 
_TO BACK FRONT-LINE TROOPS 


SITUATION CHANGES? 


` 


And all these developments come 
ona day during which Prime Min- 
ister Winston Churchill pictured to 
the British House of Commons the 
hard and long struggle still ahead 
of the Allied armies in Europe, and 
during which it was announced 200 
Canadian soldiers from Italy would 
be brought home for Christmas. 

But more important than these 
was the disclosure from the western 
front that the Candian troops, both 


— i aE 
in the Low Countries and in Italy, 
were a few days ago pulled out 
of the line for a rest, and it is fair- 
y evident from recent disclosures 
J here that there are not enough suf- 

ficiently trained men to fill all 
,| their places, so that Canada’s place 
_|to a large extent will be taken by 
.| troops of other nations, 


SYSTEM SAID FAILURE. 


The most important feature of 
today’s developments here is fur- 
ther and incontestable testimony 
from the military chiefs that the 
voluntary system hag finally and 
completely failed to produce the 
desired the results at a critical stage 
of the war, that there is no pos- 
sibility now of getting enough men 
by the voluntary system to mect 
the demand, 

The government has repeatedly 
declared in the past. two years—not 
only Col. Ralston and the other de- 
fence ministers, but the Prime Min- 
ister and Col, Colin Gibson and 
Labor Minister Humphrey Mitchell 
and others—that if the voluntary 
eee was shown to be ineffective 
the compulsory method would have 
to be adopted’ to cnable Canada to 
do her fair share in the war. 

The belief expressed in different 
quarters in the past two days that 
Mr. King would make a last ditch 
at against conscription was bas- 

on the assumption that the 
necessity for such a step had not 
been established, and that even if 
such necessity were proved the 
| Prime Minister would insist nation- 
ja disruptlon was too high a price 
to pay for an adequately reinforced 
| Canadian infantry overseas. 

But this bellef was expressed be- 
fore it was known what were the 
views of the military chiefs from 
the various districts, before it was 
i known that these views exhibited a 
surprising unanimity and tenacity: 
Gen. McNaughton has been deep 
impressed by their reports and Mr, 
King will have extreme difficulty 
in brushing aside the report of his 
newly named Defence Minister, 
whether or not the Defence Minis- 
ter himself goes the length of rec- 
orumending or advising conscrip- 

on, 

These reports will be known to 
Parliament and are bound to have 
an important effect on the trend of 


| next week's debate, a debate which 


is expected to consume at least a 
week, although House officers are 


not making any cial 
the| | tions to sécommods 
f oth; 


Veterans’ Criticism 


Slr, — Governmental assurances 
that the voluntary system of ge 
plying reinforcoments to the ane 
adlan Army Overseas is preferable 
to alnar jnethods aces not carry a 

reat deal of conviction. 
ey is surprising that Gen. Me 
Naughton, who went overseas in 
1939 with an army composed satire 
ly of volunteers, should give tacit, 
and public, approval of these myth- 
ical stories by accepting the port- 
folio of Minister of National De- 
fence, and in this regard Col. Ral- 
ston’s_ resignation is no more im- 
pressive than the General's ap- 

intment, as he was a Cabinet 
inister since the beginning of the 
war. j 

In any case the need for rein- 
forcements must surely have been 
evident some timc ago, or are we 
‘to believe that the notice of the 
shortage coincided with the Colon- 
el's visit to the front because, if 
so, it is an implied reflection on the 
existing high command. 

To enlarge on the question of 
preference for the voluntary sys- 
tem, we of this organization would 
like to point out that men who en- 
listed in 1939 and 1940 are not eli- 
gible for rehabilitation benefits on 
the same terms as those who en- 
listed later unless, of course, they 


LETTERS FROM READERS 


are fortunate enough to be on ac- 
tive service at the present or were 
discharged subsequent to June 30th, 
1941. Also, the comparative scales 
of pay do not support the claim 
that the voluntary system is pre- 
ferred, nor does the niggardly 
clothing allowance of $35.00, grani- 
ed the 1939-40 men, compare with 
the existing award of $100.00. 

In conclusion, the Government's 
assurance of preference for the 
voluntary system would be much 
more convincing if the rehabilita- 
tion benefits were equalized on a 
retroactive basis. 

F. J. SMITH, 
Commander, 

Second World War Veterans 

of Canada, 

Hamilton, November 13. 
a rr 
Wake Up, Canadians! 

Sin—We have listened to the 

Be obiaceenale 

McNaughton's 


lans for needed re- 
inforcements. We have read Mr. 


Ralston’s statement We still clai 
| es nent. We claim 
cratiet © democracy—let's be demo- 
et every thinking English 
French Canadian unite i demons 
ing immediate support for cur 
ops, in demandin 
who ‘have given their int those 
have not made that supreme sacri- 


fice in vain. Let party politj 
forgotten. Let eve cs be 
organization. ara pery 


man, study 
tradictory 
stud 


“We have read of General | ™ 


; | Paper has! Do not abuse the power 


action ` and action 


demand 


will 
wW. 
make up, Canadians! 


E. MEREDITH HODGSON, 
Montreal, November 13. 


Asks Five Questions 


Sir—I would like to ask Prime 
Minister King the following ques- 
tions through the medium of your 
newspaper: 3 

i; r it a democratic principle to 
flout the will of the vast majority 
of the people? g Be | 

2. Is it a democratic principle to 
try and mislead the people by un- 
truthful propaganda? 3 | 

3. Is it a democratic principle to 

ut party politics ahead of human 
fives and possibje slavery? . 

4, Is your cabinet of ministers 
one hundred per cent. in accord 
with your views on the “Zombie 
army? 2 j 

5. Are the lives of our soldiers, 
that 
sup- 
our 


sailors, and airmen so chea 
the possible loss of sectiona 
port in politics outweighs 
fighting men’s sacrifice? 

If the answer to the above is 
“yes”, as our Government's actions 
indicate. we, the people, should 
and will hang our heads in shame 
for electing to office “men” of this 


calibre, 
GEORGE A. PATTON. 
Sutton, Que., November 11, 


“All Members Must Speak!” 


Sir, — Your editorial was appro- 
riate and timely, “Indi 
ers Must speak out.” Not only cab- 
inet members, but all Members of 
Parliament, 
Let every mother, father, wife, 
sister—with or without relatives in 
the service—also speak out, Tell 
them all to bombard their local 
M.P., at his home and at his Ot- 
tawa office, so that the M.P., un- 
derstands clearly, without fear of 
contradiction, at the electors 
expect their Member to present the 
elector's wishes on this ssue. Party 
lines have no place in this crisis, 
Then, let us have the “Ayes” and 
the “Nays” of the vole afterwards. 
Let us remember that all consid- 
erations must be secondary to the 
main issue of immediate and con- 
tinuous supply of trained reinforce- 
ents to our’ men overseas. This 
must be preponderantly assured 
May I say that your forthright 
stand has made a lot of friends for 
your Paper. It has also recovered 
ost friends. Make sure that your 
policy continues to be forthright, 
independent in thought and action, 
without any axes to grind. Make 
Sure that you understand, interpret | 
and express the views of the 
younger people, particularly those 
returning from overseas. Their bat- 
tles will not be finished when they 
leave the theatre of war. What a 
grand cpportunity a good news- 


nor betray the trust. 
CYRIL G. SAVAGE. 
Westmount, November 14. 
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Success is inwardly experienced not dy the 
Power it brings but by its tranquility, 
—Anon, 


MONTREAL, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16. 


NO TIME FOR SECRET SESSION. 


The suggestion already being put forward in 
some quarters that next week's session of the 
House of Commons, called to debate the rein- 
forcement controversy, be held in secret ought 
to be nailed down before it gains further circula- 
tion. There is not the slightest reason why these 
meetings of the Commons should be held behind 
closed doors. There is nothing that can be said 
of the Canadian Army Situation that the enemy 
does not already know. Military security cannot 
Possibly be claimed as a reason for holding the 
session in private. 

On the contrary there is every reason for 
opening wide the doors of information. The 
House has been called “in the public interest.” 
The public interest is not likely to be served if 
the discussion on the issue that has shaken it so 
deeply takes place in secret or if a vote is taken 
on an undisclosed motion. The nation is con- 
fronted with the greatest issue, apart from the 
declaration of war itself, that the conflict has im- 
posed on it. It is unthinkable that the people 
should not be taken into the’ Government's con- 
fidence. 

The responsibility th® lawmakers must face 
is the immediate reinforcement of Canadian 
troops overseas. That is the greatest consideration 
before the country; all else must take second 
place. If reinforcements are. sent and in time the 
country will not pry too closely into the political 
expedients by which they were produced, for the 
national honor and the needs of the men in the 
field transcend all political considerations. 7 

Yet it may be well to consider the political 
solution that may appeal to the Government. The 
Prime Minister is placed in an extremely difficult 
position; being a man of much political acumen 
there is no doubt that he will try with consider- 
able skill to emerge in the best possible manner. 

Instead of asking for a vote of confidence it 

nay be that he would prefer to place the issue 
freely before the House, relieving the members 
of his party from party responsibilities, and con- 
tenting himself with a vote on the issue after a 

ee-for-all debate. If the result of such a vote 
were a demand for the immediate transfer over- 
seas of the trained draftees, Mr. King, who has 
opposed compulsion throughout, would thereby 
evade much of the responsibility for the change 
in policy. -He would-mainteain—his party intact) 
land to those in the country who are opposed to 
ompulsion he could truthfully reply that he had 
only followed the wishes of the Commons. 

Such a vote in the House to send the draftees 
overseas would in reality be a vote of censure 
on Mr. King and his Cabinet for dismissing Col. 
Ralston, appointing Gen. McNaughton and refus- 
ing to resort to compulsion before Parliament was 

alled. If under these circumstances he should 
eel that he could remain in power after having 
been censured by the House, it would be one of 
the strangest procedures in the history of Parlia- 
mentary government. 


This and other political tactics may be in the | 


naking now, and it is important that the country 
watch the manoeuvres in Ottawa with the closest 
attention. The responsibility for the present situa- 

belongs to the Government and to no one 
else. It is a crisis that has been building up for 
a long time; many have seen it coming and have 
warned of its approach. It has not yet been 


attled, but in its settlement the Government 


must b j Ba te s just share of responsi- 


4 TID E 

“MR. COLDWELL'S SLOW CONVERSION. 
Mr. M. J. Coldwell, national leader i 
C.C.F., has moved a cautious step further ees 
the tortuous road he has followed in eas Ne “| 

yet uncompleted conversion of his war A 
js with reluctant tread that he has move, an 
pacifist and isolationist towards support o n 
ada's all-out participation in the war agains 
fascist aggression, Even now, he has found a 


tempting bypath, up which to scurry for refuge: 


and reconnaissance, before deciding on whether 
to make the final dash to an unreserved commil- 
“> latest phase jn his political emulation of 
a lethargic chamelepn is his statement In Edmon- 
ton this week, favoring overscas service for 
draftees" it the reinforcement situation is shown 
to demand this step.” In the same breath as he 
boldly declaimed for using “all means in our 
power” to reinforce the troops in action, he qual- 
ified his stand with a sceptical “if Jt is shown 
the need is there.” He further hobbled his pro- 
nouncement with the reservation that “it must 
all be predicated on the information given to the 
House (of Commons)” 

Mr. Coldwell may reasonably be asked what 
further information or authority he needs be- 
yond the first-hand finding of Col, the Hon. J. 
L. Ralston, as Defence Minister, that the overseas 
reinforcement pools are already seriously de- 
pleted. What greater conviction of “need” does 
Mr. Coldwell require on top of Col, Ralston's 
considered conviction that trained draftees must 
be sent overseas immediately, in addition to 
available trained volunteers, to avert an acute 
shortage of reinforcements by the turn of the 
year? . 

% & ¢ 

However, perhaps one should be thankful for 
small favors, regardless of how cagily they may 
be proffered and of what little advantage they 
may be at this late date, Certainly Mr. Coldwell’s 
latest affirmation of policy represents quite a 
swing from the early war days when he and his 
party opposed the sending overseas of any Cana- 
dian armed forces, volunteer or otherwise; and 


before the war when they opposed Canadian par- 
ticipation of any. kind in war, no matter who the 
belligerents might be. 

On the outbreak of war, Mr. Coldwell laid 
down his party's policy that Canada should be 
ready to “defend her own shores,” but otherwise 


| should extend only economic aid to Britain. Na- 


tional war measures ‘must not include conscrip- 
tion,” he declared, and there must be no expedi- 
tionary force or other military participation over- 
seas, Even in 1940 and 1941, Mr. Coldwell and his 
party associates either reiterated their disap- 
proval of sending forces overseas or, by omission 
of any amending declaration, left their original 
policy to stand unaltered. 

By carly 1942 Mr, Coldwell had begun to veer 
around, in belated response to the tide of events 
abroad and public opinion at home. He publicly 
appealed for a “Yes” vote in the plebiscite, to 
free the Government's hands from any restrictive 
commitments on the means of raising men for 
military service. But when it came to a showdown 
on Bill 80, to give the Government power to im- 
plement the overwhelming “ Yes” vote for which 
Mr. Coldwell had asked ‘and impose overseas 
conscription when it became necessary, the C.C.F. 
veered back. The C.C.F. members voted against 
the bill on the ground that it should have also 
provided for “conscription of wealth.” 

& > Ú 

Mr. Coldwell has continued ever since to hold 
back from a full, unreserved commitment to a 
total war effort. On his return in October 
from his trip overseas, during which he visited 
the battle zone in France, he reported having 
soothingly assured Canadian soldiers who asked 
about the Home Defence Army that the C.C.F. 
favored sending “ whatever support is necessary 
to win the war.” But in an address here only two 
weeks ago he asserted that “we shall continue 
to demand total conscription of industry and 
wealth even if total conscription of men is 
ordered.” 

Now apparently he has dropped this becloud- 
ng reservation for the time being, though re- 
taining a final anchor of “if necessary " borrowed 
from the Prime Minister. It will be interesting in- 
deed to see where Mr. Coldwell will stand in the 
showdown which, it is to be hoped, will come 
from the meeting of the House of Commons next 
week, It will be even more interesting to see what 
ultimate phases of evolution his Policy will reach 


- by the time the war is won. 


CHURCHILL ON MANPOWER. 


In the third warning he has delivered in 
space of a fortnight, Prime Minister Churchill 
once more declares that the fighting, which is 
tremely heavy, will certainly last for a good long | 
time. New point is given to his latest declarati 
by the circumstance that it was occasioned by 
request that men over 40 serving in “static”| 
military stations be released from the British 
army. Mr. Churchill’s refusal underlines the s 
iousness of the situation. It is of timely import 
to us in this country on the eve of the coming 
session of the Commons, at which Canada’s man- 
Power problem is to be debated. = 

Men in “static” stations in the British Isle 
have been under fire, as has the civilian pop 
tion, for five years. They have not been in th 
front line, but they have fought off air atta r| 
and served under long-range artillery and rocket | 
bombardment. The fact that they cannot be re- | 
leased at this stage of the war, even when 
Pass the age of 40, reveals how critical is the 
manpower situation in Britain, ~ a 

‘When Mr. Churchill's questioner mentioned | 
the “new facts” in the situation he probably had | 
it in mind that Britain no longer faces invasion, | 
| that the armies of the allies stand on the thres-| 

hard’ ot Germany, and that the end of the war is| 

T sight. If that is so he had little confirmation 
rom the Prime Minister. “The new fact that 
stares one in the face,” Mr. Churchill told him, 
i that extremely heavy fighting is continuing 
eee by week and will certainly last for a good 
es time.” Premier Churchill's words travel far. | 
1s to be hoped that they will resound in Ottawa. | 
=— mmMħÁÁțl f 


Labor and Politics 
(Press Information Bureau) 
The most widely discussed sub- article entitled “Politics and Un- 
ject has been during the last two (La Patrie), Duhamel's point 
Weeks the advisability of the affili-| of view is that labor should not, 
ation of labor unions to a political! as a professional organization, sup- 
party. The press, including the or-| port political parties: 
p of the vincial Federation of “A labor union is essentially a 
Labor. has declared itself categor- | professional association; it repre- 
ically against such policy, Mont- | sents the views, the aspirations and 
real Matin for the second time with- | the interests of a class or society, 
n a few days warns the employees | which exercises a trade or an activ- 
of the danger involved in their un-| ity in an economic sphere, The 
ion joining to the doubtful future of |labor unions are thus the counter- 
a political party. 


F X part, if we wish, of a professional 
We have always considered that | organization like the Union Cath- 
the affiliation of a labor organiza- | olique des Cultivateurs (Catholic 
tion to a political party was inher-| Farmers Union) which aims to 
ently dangerous and that such pol-| achieve co-operation among the 
cy was completely against the best | farmers. Considering this, how is it 
interests of the workers. Possible for a professional body, as 
“The newly appointed Minister of) SUch, to adhere to a political party? 
Labor of Quebec, a worker himself, | Could we easily imagine, for in- 
has just expressed a similar opin-) Stance, the Bar Association giving 
ion, when he stated ‘the mere fact | !{S support to the Liberals while the 
of its affiliation to a political party | College of Surgeons affiliated with 
Constitutes, for a labor union, an| the Union Nationale? The same line 
indirect declaration of war to the ci reasoning necessarily applies to 
i > > ld i or unions. .. . 
ieee ne one 10 “There is no advantage for poli» 
Pretend that the workers will be in | Cal parties to seek such massive ad- 
a better position by mving their hesiens avbisn would ty be 
Hs 4 cad weight to carry, they re- 
papi es pontica Party., mie ecive the unanimous support of any 
4 A eaul E t is it must settle all | 02e Class of society, their political 
the} bor probiems taking into ac- | Philosophy will, by the force of cir-, 
Raine the P eneral interest and, at| cumstances, be diverted from its 
the same time be just toward’ all | pormal course; they will then be 
labor unions. If it acts otherwise, it Cored to Slinorats a brogram which 
> ` 9 a sS y b one part of the pop- 
Z ! pall not be a democratic govern ne eee cannot ponvesband 1 
5 s 5 . cgitimate aspirations of the 
A In Le Droit, Camille L'Heureux, | whole, To be aered, of a sound 
y Bes in a thousand-word editorial. com- | future, to render the services which 
ments on the recent convention of} are expected of it, a political party 
the C.C.L. i Quebec City, ODEA A must appeal to the nation and avoid 
furious exchange of words took 


3 3 favoring one class to the detriment 
place between the leftists snd the|of another. That is why it must re- 


Pak i Aaa rie 


iong Wa 


sf 


C.C¥F. supporters end conciudes| main an organization appealing to 
with this paragraph: | the greatest number of citizens 
“Politics have always been an, without trying to flirt with one par- 
element of serious division among | ticular group or association.’ 
human beings. History proves it ab-| Le Monde Ouvrier repeats its pre- 
solutely. The introduction of pol-| vious warnings against the intro- 
tics in its platform may cost the| duction of politics in labor unions, 
Canadian Congress of Labor a high-| and quotes the opinions of Solon 
er price than expected. The labor| Low, National Chief of the Social 
unions ere, by nature, destined to| Credit Party, and Hon. Charles Dal- 
protect the interests of workers.|ey, Minister of Labor of Ontario. 
This should be the basis of union- j Both expressed their opinion as be- 
: ism end, to achieve it, it is their | ing against any affiliation of labor 
| duty to avoid any move which] unions to political parties. The art- 
ight compromise their primary |icle concludes as follows: 
ec. That is why it is most im-| “Thus we believe we are war- 
| ObIErS that they should keep awsy | rantable in barring politics from the 
| potter tive politics in order to de- | affairs and of the administration of 
į from an their energies to the ad-|labor unions. Politics is for politi- 
| voie a t of these interests. That |cians—not for labor leaders. It is 
} vanr ena good sense teaches. Thus. | our duty as citizens to vote in favor 
by ‘its political move, the C.C.L. is] of candidates, from any party, whom 


F t ion of a dark|we believe are best fitted to help s 
| laying ,the foundatio our cause, but, let us fear as a real H as 
fue torial writer Roger Duhamel | danger, any affiliation to one poli- 


zons along the same lines in an tical party as against another. Let 
reas 
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LETTERS FROM READERS 


Open Letter to the Prime Minister ~ 


ir,—The undersigned would like, “We do not understand why it 
a Tea the following open | should be thought more glorious for 
etter which we have sent to theļ|our Canadian troops to be support- 
Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King: ed by draftees írom other countries 
“Dear Mr. Prime Minister: rather than be reinforced by fellow 
“Through numerous channels there | Canadians from the Home Defence 
has come to us a great volume of| Army. 
opinion embodying wide-spread| “In the urgency and seriousness | 
anxiety over the delay in sending|of the present situation may we! 
A reinforcements to our Army, beg, sir, that the trained draftees 
| "Colonel Ralston, a distinguished | jn this country be sent overseas as 
veteran of the last war, until re-| quickly as possible.” 
cently a trusted Member of your)” yours very truly, 
Cabinet, has just returned from 


th a definite report and ELSIE S. REFORD 

Europe WIA as to reinforce- HARRIETT F. MILLER 
ments. To assume that the majority SUSAN E. VAUGHAN 
of the trained men in this country ETHEL H. PORTER 
would be unwilling to go Overseas EVELYN RUSSEL 
is unfair, No doubt many of them MARY C. LITTLE 
would be relieved to have the de- CECILE LEGER 
cision made for them. EMILY M. LANE 

“Lofty claims have been made for JULIETTE P. RAMSEY 
the superiority of a volunteer army, MARY McDONALD 
If Prime Minister Churchill. Presi- IVY S. MILROY 
dent Roosevelt, and Marshal Stalin HELEN J. MacKENZIE 
have read these claims perhaps ít Is MARIE PAPINEAU 


| vel) that we do not hear ESTHER SCOTT 
pan na Snia, L. MABEL KING 


R _PRIDAY 


rdjag the seventh Victory 
qt 1 wish that the 
were practised in 
Re a administration as 
P drummed into 
day, we could wage 
much lower cost, 
y  iresome for us 
hting men to listen | 
Ww WO can economize | 


here in Canada 
be reinforcing 


1 > the aid of ; 
ad “aes TER nol, thet 
ba e fighting m 
dbe in the future Ot Cane 
et your past prom- 
ike’ pie crust, made 
anyhow and let our 
men see that you are 
till the end, which we all 
trust will be soon. In the 
ie 1l suggest you for- 
“politics and be the man 
t yoo expect our boys to 


th 
FLORENCE BROOKS 
ert November 7, 


ood Citizenship 
e was a small mishap 
Ke street this morning. 
oad of bricks and tiles 
to the street. While the 
vas picking up the debris, 
wlemanly boys come along 
hed in to help. These lads 
an example to us all and 
pful act should be strongly 
ded. 
the spirit of helpfulness is 
Ming in Canada we can all 
QO appraise men more for 
‘Fy are and for what they do. 
d citizenship, differences in 
igion and tongue are non- 
and too often used as a 
ooperation. 
he need be lacking in devo- 
his own people or to any 
ood cause, but to interpret 
terms of hostility to others 
hve error and the veiled 
used by the politician is 


and destroys 
cooperation. 
can all afford to exhibit to a 
greater degree the fine spirit 
peration shown by these boys 
RICHARD KERRY. 
treal, November 11. 


Answers C. Fraser 


— Your correspondent, C. 
» Can rest her mind and not 
about the war being fought 
n. Unconditiorfal surrender is 
ve are after, and that is what 
e going to get. Our leaders 
be fooled this time. Germany 
tremendous amends to make 


to Russia sand Poland, Her uncon: 
ditional surrender will allow thom 
at least a little satisfaction, 

Another thing, conscription was 

here Jong before the Casablanca 
Conference, so the Conference had 
no bearing on the matter. If we 
Needed conscription in the last war, 
how much greater is the need in 
this war, with our soldiers scattered 
all over the word. In the last war 
tho soldiers were practicaly in one 
theatre for four years. 
Also, the soldicts are going to 
Ret leaves at home, as soon as 
that order comes into force, Who 
is going to replace them? 1I say we 
need men and a strong govern: 
ment, A government that does not 
double-talk. One that will do as it 
says, Not one that is very fond of 
doing what Herman Goering says 
is “sugar coating.” 

l really think that C, Fraser does 
not know what it is all about, She 
quotes Lloyd George, 1 quote the 

ing's speech to all his subjects 
at the start of the war. He told us 
the enemy were out to destroy us. 
Events have followed that have 
proved his Words were too true, 

o let us carry on from there. 

H. STACEY, 
Montreal, November 15, 1944 


Faaliy Air Mail Service 


Sir,—Will you permit me to ad- 
dress, in_your columns, the Post- 
master General in regard to the 
Airmail service he provides and 
Whose use he encourages and col- 
lects for, 

In the last few monthe I have 
had a good deal of correspondence 
with New York City. 1 have no 
mesns of knowing whether or not 
my own letters, always mailed by 
noon, were received in New York 
the following day, But I have taken 
care to collect’ satisfactory proof 
that letters air-mailed by my New 
York friends, say today, never 
Teach me until the day after tomor- 
Tow, i.e, like’any train-borne mail. 
In the part of the city in which J 
live the one daily delivery is made 
between 9 and 10 o'clock in the 
morning. Apparently airmail let- 
ters are not received in time to be 
sorted and delivered at once but 
are kept over until the following 
morning. 

To overcome this delay 
friends sent two important letters 
airmail — special delivery. The 
first letter — I have kept the en- 
velopes — was mailed in New York 
on a Friday. I received it the fol- 
lowing Sunday afternoon. The sec- 
ond one, mailed—also speciai dc- 
livery, mind you—on a Saturday 
night reached me the following 
Monday morning about half an 
hour before the regular delivery, 

If the Postmaster General is” in- 
capable of rendering the service he 
advertises and charges for he 
should discontinue it and so tell the 
public. Otherwise it is and will re- 
main a fraud. even if sanctified by 
the government stamp. Or is thls, 
simply a case of local incompe- 
tence? If so, he should look into it. , 


-~ PAUB ARMSTRONG. 
Montreal, Nov. 15 


Mr. Howe believes that the need for rein- 


A 


vw 


A BANNER WITH A STRANGE DEVICE 


—= 


Apparently Col. J. L. Halston, until recently 
the Minister of National Defence, returned from 
his personal tour of the battlefronts determined 
to make conscription a political question rather 
than one of need. The Canadian field command- 
ers and the British Higher Command in each 
theatre of operations—the men who supplied Col. 
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i MONTREAL, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17. 


MR, HOWE IS OBJECTIVE. 
Hon. C. D. Howe, Reconstruction Minister in 
the Liberal Cabinet, has provided a singularly 
ivid disclosure of his own mentality and prob- 
jy that of m ny of his Government colleagues. 
caking before the Canadian Club of Chicago 


n 


ements overseas is not urgent. Consequently, 
eos that the widespread demand that the 
draftees be sent overseas is nothing more than a 
political clamor which is disguising itself as a 
military and moral necessity, The essential moti- 
vation, according to his argument, is that those 
who are making this demand are not secking to 
support the men in the field, so much as to em- 
barrass the Government at home. 

But Mr. Howe, be it noted, was not speaking 
in Canada. He spoke, he said, with the purpose 
of giving Canadians now living in Chicago some 
of the background of the Canadian scene, He 
emphasized that he was not expressing any per- 

‘sonal opinion on the issue, but was speaking quite 
objectively. It will be felt that this objective 
address could not have exacted from Mr. Howe 
any severe effort. For between his objective ap- 
praisals and his personal opinions there is no 
perceptjble distinction. 

Curjous results are oblained by taking Mr. 
Howe's objective Chicago appraisal and applying 
it to the recent facts in this country. We learn, 
as a consequence, that all those Canadian service- 
men who have expressed in their letters home 
that relnforcements are needed and the draftees 
should be sent—all these servicemen are making 
conscription a political question rather than a 
question of need. All those Canadian parents who 


` are demanding Government action in sending the 
© draftees overseas are merely playing politics and 


rily concerned with the need. 
«i Ei E ET 


: measure, 
nae 


Ralston with much of his data—are all more in- 
terested in playing politics than in meeting a 
military need. The Winnipeg Free Press, the lead- 
ing journalistic supporter of the Liberal Govern- 
ment, by its recent criticism of Mr. King’s evas- 
iveness, is also (in some «mysterious way) more 


interested in politics than in the need for rein- 
forcements. 


Looking over the Canadian scene at this 
moment, one is surprised, indeed, at the extent 
to which political shrewdness must have revived. 

It is, of course, a rudimentary psychological’! 
fact that persons are quick to accuse others of the 
faults which disturb themselves. In the case of 
Mr. Howe, we have a member of that very Lib- 
eral Government which has never ceased to 


magnify anti-conscriptionist sentiment for the - 
əšake of political advantage, and which is now 


strenuously engaged in endeavoring to make po- 
litical expedience appear like military integrity. 
Now, however, as soon as the realities of war 
show disquieting signs of breaking through the | 
concealments of politics, they at once turn upon 
their increasing opponents and seek to transfer to 
them the onus of political manoeuvring. But the Er 


pee 


plain fact is that something far more than politics 
ìs now moving down upon Mr. Howe and 


colleagues. Their anti-conscriptionist expedience, 
which is no 


coming their nemesis, 
80 assiduously sown, 
They rea 


w their dilemma, shows signs of be- 
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Public Has a Right to Know 


_In the absence of a clear st 


aten what 
be done at the Speal nent of wh 


of al session of the House 
Commons, called for next Wednesday by 


i pe alee fin, it is inevitable that specu: 
Will be RA sap or available information 
Spread far ou Wie ee peti Bios 
Mir. King eee ee if on wings as long as 

e crisis facing the nation ru Sons, 
husbands, brothers overseas a hee a 
a = Sores of getting to them trained reinforce- 
an See at once. The best way to clear 

race ould be for Mr, King to take the country 
pas S confidence. It has every right to know 

at lies ahead. The issue itself is plain, for 
Every one knows reinforcements must be sent 
abroad, and there is a home defense army of 
draftees in Canada numbering 70,000. 


Yesterday Mr. King’s office made an an | 


nouncement, on the authority of the Prime 
Minister, in which appeared the following: “The 
Prime Minister's principal secretary informed 
the press that he was authorized by the Prime 
Minister to say that the statement that Gen. 
McNaughton had given any such advice was 
wholly untrue.” 

The statement referred to the following news 
report: “Gen. McNaughton, committed to the 
voluntary enlistment plan when he’ entered the 


the people of his plans, | 


Cabinet two weeks ago, according to authoritas , 


tive sources, has been forced by the hard facts 
of the army reinforcement position to reverse 


™ his policy, and has advised Prime Minister King 


the draftees are needed overseas.” $ 

According to The Canadian Press, Defense 
Minister McNaughton in an interview “said 
press reports that he had reversed his policy of 
voluntary enlistment for overseas service were 
wholly without foundation.’” The Canadian 
Press also reports that Gen. McNaughton had 
taken his stand “categorically.” 

The denials by Mr. King and Gen. McNaugh: 
ton do not alter certain things. One of these is 
that what was announced as being “wholly 
untrue” and “wholly without foundation” today 
might have been true the day before, and may 
be true again tomorrow, 

Mr. King now Is in a crisis of his own making, 
by refusing to send overseas the draftees as 
reinforcements when they are the only ones who 
can bring prompt succor to the men in the line, 

It was hoped by Mr. King that the appoint- 
ment of Gen, McNaughton would stem the pub- 
dic demand for sending trained reinforcements 
ło Italy and Holland. The’ trick was a political 
failure. His position has worsened since the 
McNaughton appointment, Gen, McNaughton, 
driven by his vindictiveness against Col. Ralston, 
has enmeshed himself {ic political intrigue. It is 
lamentable that a man who was regarded as a 
glant soldier. should permit hiş dislike of an 
Individual to cause him to accept a policy which 
would fall the men who had trusted him, the 
‘men he once commanded. 

Gen. McNaughton, accustomed to popularity, 

ds himself in a most unpopular position, The 

estige built- up for him has not stood, and 
will not stand, against the public's demand that 
the draftees be sent overseas tọ help the men 
who are fighting for our safety and freedom, 
sput Gen, McNaughton ts in it with Mr, King for 
petter or worse, even though he must now see, 
aiter the actions of the Canadian Legion and the 
‘Canadian Corps Association, what veterans 


: Brink of his position. 
as Mr. 


King’s time these days is being spent in 
find some political dodge which will 
c outcry. But Mr, King’s concern 
s the high plane of the needs of those 

not on is the concern òf the Legion and 
"e, Jt is how to wiggle out of a political 


ill Keep the votes.of Quebec, The 
ae p ng of solders’ Dyes, se ae 


————— 


A Deplorable Speech 


Seldom has a pollticlan staged a moro repre“ 
~-hensible performance than did Hon, C, D. Howe 
¿cdn his address to the Canadian Club of Chicago 

on Wednesday. For ono thing, Its bad taste Js 
almost unpardonable. Here he was in a foregin 
Jand representing his country In the role of a 
z diplomatic negotiator at an important confer: 
“sence, and ho suddenly abandoned this role to 
» deliver a partisan harangue, Many of his audi- 
‘ence must have regarded it as a grave abuse of 
“fhe privilege accorded to him, and there is 
nothing to wonder at in the report that when 
the contents of the speech reached Ottawa they 
aroused consternation in Ministerial circles and 
„expressions of disbelief in the accuracy of the 
press despatch, 

The speech was, in the main, a eulogistic 

` exposition of the Canadian war effort as man- 
aged by the King Government, and upon most 
of it any comment would be superfluous. But 
it contained ‘certain statements of a most mis- 
-Jeading character. Mr. Howe told his audience 
that the issue of conscription for overseas serv- 
ice in Canada was “rather a political question 
vthan a question of mecting an urgent need”; 
and also that on the basis of the information 
- which he had received he did “not believe it is 
“a question of meeting an overwhelming need.” 
z Here was a thinly veiled attack upon the 
administrative ability and the public integrity 
»,of his late colleague, Col, Ralston, an accusation 
¿Jevelled at him that he was playing politics with 
this grave issue. But Col. Ralston was not the 
only person who stated that there was a ques- 
„tion of meeting an urgent necd. Did not Prime 
x Minister King in his broadcast of Nov. $ agree 
„that there was an urgency when he said that 
(Col. Ralston’s report to the Cabinet “disclosed 
ivan immediate problem, which had to be faced’? 
Did not Gen. McNaughton, the newly fledged 
. Minister of National Defense, make a similar 
admission? All these three have knowledge 
about the reinforcement problem, and none of 
thom shares Mr. Howe's view that it Is a purely 
© political question, ` 
The avowed object of Mr, Howe's speech was 
to give Canadian-born residents of Chicago some 
background about the situation in Canada. But 
when he undertook such a task it was incumbent 
upon him, if he had any respect for his position, 


ee 


, 

to be scrupulously careful about his 

the “background,” and not ,to setae Aa 
misleading information about it, : 

Mr, Howe, in commor with c 

ters who have stood by Mr. kus E 
displeased that Col, Ralston has forced the issue 
about the army and set the interests of our 
fighting men overseas above the claims of parti- 
san loyalty. Apparently Mr. Howe has con- 


veniently forgotten that there was a time when | 


he shared Col. Ralston’s views about recruiting 
policy, and that he joined him about two years 
ago in tendering his resignation through dis- 
satisfaction with his Leader’s attitude. Both 
Ministers were induced to withdraw their resig- 
nations, But, whereas Col. Ralston has come 
to the end of his patience with Mr. King’s 
manoeuvres and backslidings, Mr, Howe has 
relapsed into an attitude of obsequious com- 
placency. He might at least have the decency not 
to use a foreign audience as a forum for attack- 
ing by implication a former colleague who hap- 
pened to have a greater fund of courage and 
public honesty. 


Tell It to Your M.P. 


: rs 
monly mane esterday considered how they 


theon meeting Y 

eain hol, decided and went to bela a 

| result each called UP 10 friends and pledged 
or telegraph thelr me 


9 ne, write 
a Sailnet appealing for action to reinforce 


the men overseas. 


[hls was democracy {n operation, Who has 


seeking to influence 
router justification for see 
| monen ary Yepreronia vos than those who 
for public service : 
e an dia erabers reach Ottawa next week 
for the suddenly summoned session, those sup- 
porting the Government will be corres s 2 
’ w 
organization's bidding. There 

peg which they may have a chance we 
yeport the wishes of the folks back Pee bus 

at which they will be expected to obey Prim 


Minister's ruling. , 
A courageous maj 
Leader, A P orly, adequately impressed by 


the popular demand in their ridings, will oe 
They will not take orders, but give wer 
every member, including the Prime ris 
himself, is in Ottawa only by the grace o. e 
is constituency. 
eee an club has given a finc lead to 
citizens everywhere who are anxlous to have the 
combat forces kept at fighting and winning 
strength. If every such citizen lets his meme 
know he is desperately in earnest about th 
matter he can influence the course of the session. 
Is it worth the effort? There never was a 
public issue so important as winning the war, 
and there never was a more critical decision ta 
be made than that confronting Parliament now, 
The boys will get trained help promptly, or they 


| will not. The Government is keeping thousands 
| of trained men idle in this country because it 


hasn't had “the guts’—to use its own expres- 
sion—to apply conscription fairly and evenly in 
all sections. 

This is an opportunity for the volce of the 
people to be heard. Stiffen the backbone of your 
member of Parliament so he will go to Ottawa 
prepared to do his share of the fighting for the 
army, 

o 


Situation in Canada 
Hard to Understand 


Im a constant reader of The 
Globe and Mail. I'm a citizen of 
the U.S.A, but am a great admirer 


of Canada as well as the, British 
Empire and what it stands for. I’m 
of Scotch descent—in fact my father 
was born near Montreal. 

_I don't suppose it is ethical for a 
citizen of the U.S.A. to make any 
comment about domestic issues in- 
side of Canada. I'm a yearly visitor 
to Canada, going to Port Arthur 
and Fort William on account of hay 
fever, Ive made many friends in 
that area and follow Canadian news 
very closely, ` 

1 just can't understand this bad 
situation in Canada on account of 
the conscription Issue, Just why 
any section of your country should 
feel it should have special privilege 
is beyond me, In my country selec- 
tive service means just what it says 
and everybody is placed where he 
will do the most good for the war 
effort. As you no doubt know, 
every draftee is subject to service 
in any part of the ‘world, Appar- 
ently Quebec doesn’t feel any obli- 
gation to the Empire or the United 
> Nations. I've tried to understand 
thelr point of view, but It is beyond 
me. If they are not satisfied being 
In a democracy, why don’t they 
transport themselves to some other 
country of their liking? 

G. D, Currie, 

Minneapolis, U.S.A, 


' as en a 


of a veterans’ club at a 


ority can overrule the | 


9 
; 


CONSCRIPTION FOR OVERSEAS 
SERVICE 15 “RATHER A 
POLITICAL QUESTION THAN 
A QUESTION OF MEETING 
AN URGENT NEED ” 
RECONSTRUCTION 
MINISTER C.D..HOWE. 


McNaughton and National Unity. 

(Press Information Bureau.) 

A hundred or.so words are scarce- 

sufficient to sum up «th 
tical situation in Quebec province 
after Colonel Ralston's 
and General McNaughton’s appoint- 
to his shoes. The latter fig- 
ure has always enjoyed popularity 
throughout 
there was fondness 
that ‘the father of 
army always refused to send his 
soldiers into the front line when 
were without the necessary 
equipment” 

Whether this be truth or l 
will not be known until after the 
but it is widely believed, and 
ll be imagined that the 
‘Arnprior speech has done 
diminish that popularity. 
average Quebecker is no 
sure that he will never see overseas 
conscription. But he is convinced 
{hat such will never be imposed 
Mr. King and his new Defence M 
Even the Nationalist press 
takes this for granted. and h 
pesitation in saying so: | 
. Le Droit: “From the cris. 
has just shaken the King 
one thing clearly results: 
as he is Prime Minis ] 
not to apply direct con- 
or military service Over- 
. We have af this time five 
if it should be 
the number to 
fighting men the 
ements deemed necessary 
the military authorities, ( 


Recalling’ an article pub- 
lished a few days e 
“It remains to be seen 


cessor ot Laur: 
will be able to cope with Colonel 


Le Canada commented thus: 
has been done. The successor of 
Laurier has chosen in resounding 
fashion the path 
pledges and his given word." 
the Arnprior 


of his solemn 


speech, the Liberal 
that “the attention 

McNaughton 
composure with which he made hi 
appeal .in favor of a voluntary 
tem of a more extensive kind in- 
dicate well enough the end of a 
confusjon created throughout 
country by the Tory i 
the unbalanced attitude of the Na- 


which Gencral 


conspiracy and 
. Today, the 


militarism into our democratic way 


Le Soleil takes Its 
stand against the so-called view of 
in sacrifice,” and uses Mr, 
s classic argument; “There 
cannot be equality of sacrifice if to- 
{al conscription is imposed on young 
Canadians while rich men are fi 
to do what they 
Then adds Le Soleil in 
commenting on the*Drew. address: 

‘It is not known if a single big 
capitalist has pushed his patriotic 
devotion to the point of handing 
over all his fortune and his business 
undertakings so as to equal, as much 
as possible, the sacrifice of young 
.| Canadians who offered their 
for the cause of their country and its 
There has, therefore, been 
no cquality of sacrifice 
voluntary system, and those 
accept such a formula must begin 
by giving the example by ridding 
themselves of their material wealth, 
when they are not of an age to bear 
Colonel Drew 


divisions overseas; 


ensure to our 


ur divisions. 


mber of o 
AF or not, Mr. King, after 


that pleases 


nd making concession 
lon to those who are out fo 
ful application of direct co’ 
for overseas service Ss, 
ent, the most solid rampart 
jnst such an enactment.” 

‘Le Devolr: “Mr. King was respon” 
Je for the adop! 1 


think of this idea?" 

The independent newspapers and 
L’Action Catholique fully support 
Mr. King. La Presse stales that once 


Farmers’ Sons Drafted 
| In Ontario; Not in Quebec 


|. I was amazed to see a feature 
| iiustrared article in a recent edi- 
tion of a Toronto Liberal paper 
[about a French-Canadian family] - 
jliving on the Isle d'Orleans, near} | 
Quebec City. Amazed because itj- 
flung in the face of Ontario citizens} 
with startling force two of the|_ 
worst bribes offered Quebec by the} 
King Government at the expense of} 
the rest of Canada. | 

The typical French - Canadian) 
family proudly flaunted by the 
paper has 10 children, of whom at 
least six are apparently eligible for 
family allowance grants, but it takea 
onty $20 cash a month to pay the} 
way for the whole family. He "hasi 
stocks of food that make his base-| 
ment look like a wholesale ware-) 
house.” lia 

His sons “are big boys, typical ol} 
this race,” but “he got them out of} 
the army"; they are aged 23 and} 
25, and this notwithstanding the’ 
fact that they farm only 40 acres. 
II know of at least one Ontario} 
farmer with over 200 acres who was! | 
e yi roaro- hau. $ 
y En BER con the day be 
became of age; and there are others — 
in the same district with over 100 
acres where the only son is Jn the 
army. It is doubtful that there is a 
family in Ontario where the {ncom 
from the family allowance will more 
than pay the upkeep of the entire 
family. 
Ontario Not Guilty 

It is not Ontario that is splitting 
Canadian unity and causing hard 
feelings with Quebec—it is the King 
Liberal Government that 80 
perately courts Quebec. Nobody 
pleased, not even Quebec. Ontario 
has no quarrel with Quebec. Indeed 
we have a golden opportunity to 
cement a lasting friendship with 
great Province and a great people 
The wedge is driven in solid by MI 
King with his political tactics; 
Mr, Bracken, Premier Drew and 


ripts to be sent 
in the world. An Order- 
uncil would be all that was re- 
or in other words, 
g of a button, 
ressed, it will 
the present government, 
his government which has 


again Mr, King has stood forth as 


while La Patrie takes the opportun- 
ity to denounce what the everyday 
Quebec Liberal calls the extremists 
Nationalists and 


“We are desirous that all Cana- 
ther to support 


eS ORDAS nW 
Liberal p w which ensures 


the clarion. 
ding 4 


Progressive Conservative Party are 
doing a service to Canada by insist- 
ing that these glaring ineq 
be removed in order that On 
and Quebec may work together ħ 
moniously. Mr, King’s “div! 
rule” ' policy has finally ca 
with him, and he should cal 
Surely his nights must be sl 
with the knowledge that ol 
diers at the front pl 
that he withh 


ts a t y as to why 
- RAE Canadian people must not be 
Í lis hour of grave decision. 


in reg 
SS 
3 Statements paang the House of Commons. 
eems con 
the facts aaant and undenied: That the intent is 
secret Session 


ene S must not be. me 
hich there a © do so is to play polities with an Issue 


re not 
ou 
ments hse trait iis req rice not be any politics, AN the 
Th our men over, © do is get trained reinforce. 


Politi 
Bue tt ts ab bigest does not rise from 
product of Liberal, Pro- 

other kind of partisan emotions, 
eclings of people who are 
them should needlessly be 


as 
shamed that they have allowed their 


become critical, 


A ster, Š 
a! to Faise fea reminds us, 
oday's crisis j 
bee İsis is the 


; T 
n informed, there w Pia eee 


; Had the 
ba r people 
TE na SA be Mcrae ties al shortage, 
at pledge is unredeemed, 
no shut off from the facts at 
ere is no necessity f 
CLR 5 or secrecy; no military ex i 
ae gos ee nothing to hide. What can ME Ren sure 
oie pe ae Possibly give the enemy ene a he 
the situation i: one s 
not dare reveal the truth to emer Pa ovem ties 
Tears a secrecy is political necessity, more 
FE bb eesti ets e Will not be tolerated if the members 
Rea ate es mons put partisan tactics aside. The 
acne er is a great advocate of “the supremacy of Par- 
mera Re heme — when, as representatives of the 
I ù 1 t party, the members o i 
must establish their sovereignty. And do it in the Fe ate ares 


ull light of 


* |in the party generally. 


Will Release 
Fliers at 33 


Calgary, Nov. 16 (CP).—Con- 
firmation of a report that all 
offleers and airmen below the | 
rank of Acting Squadron Lender 
and on the general list of flying 
personnel will be given thelr 
discharge from the RCAF upon 
reaching their 33rd birthday 
was given here today by No, 4 
Alr Training Command Jead- 
quarters, 

Teniporary squadron leaders 
will be given thelr discharge 
Upon reaching thelr 36th bleth- 
day, 

Aly Force Headquanters In fy 
Ottawa had no comment to 
make on the Calgary report. F 

t 


dletaïed In respect of his public 
pledges lo send draftees into the 
fighting when there was the need. 

They soid his views were respect- 
ed, and that he was well thought of 


In recent days a suspicion has 
been growing that party spirits have 
begun a whispering campaign 
against the former Defense Minis- 
ter, It is’ found in suggestions that 
the issue was not. important. enough 
to smear or cause to have discount- 
ed the Administration’s general war 
effort in the public mind. 
Motive Implied a 

Attempts are being made to im- 
pute Col's Ralston’s loyalty to the 
Liberal Party by suggesting that 
behind his stand, on Government 
pledges was a plan to oust Mr. King 
and to place himself as leader of all 
those in Farllament who believed as 
he did on the need of reinforcing 
overseas units by compulsion. 

No one has been able to explain 
it yet, in view of both Prime Minis- 


an open session; 


eS 


MR. KING DENIES 
C  MNAUGHTON 
ADVISED CHANGE 


By KENNETH C. CRAGG 

Ottawa, Noy. 16 (Staff).—Uncer- 

‘tainty and confusion that has mark- 

ed nearly every development in the 

Government crisis over the army 

reinforcement position was in- 

creased here today when Prime 

1 Minister King had a statement 

issued which denied today’s report 

{n The Globe and Mail that Defense 

~|minister McNaughton had advised 

53 him “the draftees are needed over- 
$ 


miea opace eng oF 


ee Cea OR 


FERT seas.” 

Mr. King Issued, the denial |; 

through his secretary. ‘ 
t 


Mr. King’s secretary sald: 
when asked jf the Prime Min- 
ister had any comment to make on} 
ihe press statement that Gen, Mc-|: 
Naughton ‘committed to the volun-|° 
enlistment plan when he en- 
tered the Cabinet two weeks. ago, |' 
according to authoritative sources, |° 
has been forced by the hard facts 
of the army reinforcement position 
to reverse his policy and has ad- 
vised Prime Minister King the 
“draftees are necded overseas, the 
prime Minister's principal secretary 
Informed the press that he was 
~ guthor!z! 4 N «Minister 
‘to say that the s tement that Gen, 
McNaughton had given any ‘such 
dvice was wholly untrue. 
“It Is the Prime Minister's wel- 
that Parliament is the 
to deliberate upon 


light of the existing controversy, 
decision to reconvene the Hou: 

obviously in the public interest,” j: 
that the statement was 

terpretation and was |; 
was reflected in the 
with such headlines 

ton 


ter King’s and Gen. McNaughton’s 
statements of the need of getting 
{rained infantrymen to the overseas 
reinforcement pool, but Reconstruc- 
tion Minister Howe's Chicago speech | 
yesterday, in which he is quoted 
ihat conscription is “rather a politi- 
cal question than a question of meet- 
ing an urgent need,” has caused 
more heartburning within the party 


During the day, it was arned 
one news organization here was 
advised by a member of Mr. King's 
staff that its summary had mis- 
interpreted the statement and that 
the statement said simply that “the 


statement that Gen. McNaughton than anything since Justice Minis- 
had given any such advice was ter St. Laurent told a Quebec audi- 
wholly untrue.” ence on Noy. 5 that the majority in| 
The statement said “the Prime Quebec would have “deemed them- 
Minister's principal secretary in-|\|selves deceived by thelr English 
formed the press that he was], compatriots” if compulsion had been 
authorized by the Prime Minister to ordered. 
say that the statement that Gen. Ton-Day Debate Seen 
McNaughton had given any such ad- Ministerial circles today ex- 


vice was wholly untrue.” 
Gen. McNaughton said The Globe|\ 

and Mail report that he had been|( 

forced to reverse his position on 

voluntary enlistments was “wholly 

without foundation.” 

Explains His Stand 

Gen. McNaughton said today he 

had taken his stand “categorically” ‘ 


pressed the view the House of Com- 
mons will require 10 days to decide 
jts stand on reinforcements for 
overseas, 

‘The Cabinet held a 34-hour meet- 
Ving today and at its conclusion 
officials said no statement was ex- 
pected. 

Ministers who agree with Mr. 
King's stand continued to express 


Confirmin sae 
Lt.-Col. Thomae e 
dlghattoops in Italy had been fight-|7 
Ingwith inadequate equipment, Wil- 

Intosh, Beresford Ave, a 
fred member of the Hastings and 
Pringee Edward Regiment, yesterday 
cred his platoon had left “things 


n along the road for miles” 
eei in of lack of transportation. 

Heideclared the platoon had been 
given à Bren gun carrier which had 
gone through thej North African 
desert campaign and was worthless. 
“They had lo tow if to our station, 
and nol even the best efforts of our 
repair gangs could make it run,” he 
, “It came from the 51st High- 
land Division and was still painted 
the sand color it had worn.in the 
desert.” 

So far as clothing is concerned, 
“We went into the hills in Febru- 
ary. It Was bitterly cold and we al- 
most froze. I had one shirt, one pair 
of shorts, and one pair of summer 
drill trousers. The British troops 
seemed to be amply equipped with 
plenty of new clothes, webbing, and 
things like thal. 

“When we moved into Italy we 
had one truck to carry supplies and 
ammunition for 45 men. Yet we 
|passed hundreds of parked trucks 
behind the lines. On one occasion 
we had to send a motorcycle 60 
miles to get a ‘bogey’ wheel for the 
truck tracks.” 

McIntosh, who brought an English 
bride and year-old baby back with 
him, declared he “only wanted to 


M | 


sang a 


Text of Statement 

Text of today's statement: 
“yesterday I issued lo the press 
a brief statement summarizing the 
matters which were under constd- 
eration at my conference the pre- 
vious day with the general officer 
commanding Pacific Command and 
officers commanding all military 
districts in Canada. 

“The principal matter dealt with 
was the provision of reinforcements 
for overseas and particularly the 
question of trained reinforcements 
for the infantry, which is the part 
of the problem in which the situa- 
tion may become acute. This whole 
matter was examined objectively 
and with the utmost frankness, with 
the purpose of providing the army 
overseas with its requirements. 


in recent speeches in which he urged|' 
support for continuation of the vol- 
untary system of recruiting. 

He added the Tuesday meeting of 
commanding officers from across 
Canada “confirmed my belief more 
than ever that continuation of a 
voluntary policy will 
reinforcements.” 


the view that the Government 
would be prepared to hold secret 
sittings and give the members all 
the information available on the 
reinforcement situation. 
The Progressive Conservative 
||leaders have been in Winnipeg, but 
provide the}! Gordon Graydon, House leader, is 
expected back tomorrow. M. J. 
iea tttioge “espe, an i|| Sosy and Soh Blackmore, Naa 
ng's Ds =|| Sunday and John ackmore, head 
creasing tendency 1s bene eae te of the Social Gretls Party, will like- 
‘ollowers e 
EE. ihe Government's adherence peat oe Roky sage S 
to the voluntary plan rather than|| The Opposition leaders are’ ex, 
of accepting former Defense Min-'| nected to keep | their plans secret 
ister Ralston’s recommendation to |until the Government has produced 
send draftees by compulsion, on the'|the information It has on the rein- 
secrecy that has bound every move. | forcement situation. 
hard-bound fact to, Will Report on Recruiting 


the crisis was Mr. 

ines Cae conference admission The haste, if not anxiety, of the 
Nov. 2 that Col, Ralston had re- |Government to obtain some showing 

on = Ad ES of volunteers from infantry-trained 
signed and that Gen, McNaughton draftees before members are called 
had been sworn in as his successor, | into caucus on the eye of next Wed-| 
He declined to say why he had nesday’s meecting of the Commons 
resigned, was indicated when Defense Minis- 
Details of Letters j ter McNaughton said today the re- 
Liberals do maintain that a frank sults ‘of recrulting® efforts “will be 


ted to me by telegram.” 

statement then with the disclosure zeper, 
of the correspondence which Passed | ass hia racond nrakamenp on Tues- 
Between Mr, King and Col, Ralton, Jans meeting of chamanding polt 
within the limits of security, would || MoN m nd dletriets; Gen. 
have done much to clear the alr, ceo Eon i San x aein torcem eni 

: S ni al e conference 
and probably would have averted|| yil] be put into effect by the ofti- 


bll: tery, 
pu onog Aona within  thâ cers when they reach thelr posts. 


party In a position to nee ang {ther information and analysis of the 


that there was no out composition of home defense dr. 
í I ‘alte 
erais C iston precipi- || ces) are being prepared by the sta- 


consclen the 


“hh 
1 be issı 


The Minister also said that fur- 


“I have drawn from the minds 
ilot great experience of these officers 
\\their considered views as to the 
;|steps which are open to be taken 
and the results which would follow. 
“Measures to bring the conclu- 
sions reached into operation were 
decided and these will be put into 


effect by the commanding officers 
on their arrival at their headquar- 
ters, to which they are now “en 
Toute. The results will be reported 
to me by telegram. Meanwhile, 
further information and detailed 
analysis of the composition of the 
N.R.M.A, are being prepared by the 
Statistical branches, These will be 
issued promptly on completion for 
the information of the public.” - 


McTague Forsees Election 


Winnipeg, Nov, 16 (CP). — C. P. 
McTague, national Progressive Con- 
servative Party chalrman, In an in- 
terview here last night, said it is 
his personal opinion Prime Minister 
King will call an election during 
the session of ‘the House of Com- 
mons which starts Noy. 22. 
‘Mr, King will not ask for a yote 
of confidence when the House meets, 
he will go to the country on the 
conscription issue,” he said, adding 
that the Opposition would goad Mr, 
King to`a vote of confidence. 
‘Under that goading, he will 
swing to the Proposition ofcon- 


scription, indicat 
ctithal CDA dla Ing that the desire 


fe IVERS KELLY 

A legless veteran of { 

g i his war is 
eae ad nada was 


ho come back are 
hat we sce” sald 
m of St. Stephen, 
former {teacher 
in 1940 and was 
be lost both his 
Dlosion as he was 


|Lieut. L. B. & 
ANB, 2-yearoia. 


_|who enlisted early 
` {undaunted when 
fi flegs in a shell ex 
= wishing “Merry Christmas” 
y mas" to 
i  ffriend near the lines at Ortona, 
Italy, last Christmas afternoon. The 
friend, Reg McNeil of Sussex, N.B, 
was killed in the explosion, — i 
Cheerful and happy în his enjoy- 


: “with inadequate reinforcements.” 
Most of us signed. up for Canada 
and we left a Dominion,” he said. 
{But the first thing that strikes us 
when we return is the disunity— 
Province against Province, English 
against French, Too many clements 
are trying to gain control and are 
playing one off against the other. 
It must be worse now than before 
Confederation—then all parts of the 
country were at least Striving to- 
ward unity, i 
“All these signs of disunity nnd 
S jot political juggling make one won- 
der for what we were fighting.” 


Many of Same Mind 
“Others think as I do, that tf 
{we'd had conscription for oversess 


service right from the beginning of 
[the war this disunity would not 


Poorly Trained 


Dangerous, Returned Man Says 


Cooksville, Nov. 15 (Staff)-—The 
reinforcement situation is so bad 
among Canadian troops in France 
that “lots of the men we gol didn’t 
know what they were doing with 


ş st of his parents, Mr. and Mrs, 
our main weapon, the che Dercy D, Bassant, allowed him a 
we had to watch both nem ane 48-hour leave and he was taken 
the enemy. And you can? | Thig {from hospital by ambulance to 
things at once over there. MS | Gooksville. 


| was the statement tonight of Rflm. 
Walter Bassant, 20, Queen's Own 


Rifles of Canada, who is spending 
a short leave at home before re- 


turning to Chorley Park Hospital. 


n le of fellows in 
We had a coup S Aan 


my platoon,” he said “wh 
know how 10 
load or fire 
the Pial, al- 
though it was 
one of our 
main weap- 
ons. Some 
were not £0 
bad on Bren 
guns. We just 
had to take 
them off the 
Piats and 
give that 
weapon to 
some bod y 
who did know 


Rflm Bassant 
some thing 


ight have, 
for a few) 
have died 


{have resulted. 
been a bit of a flari 
weeks, but It would 
mn.” he sald. 
seal Groom, who was retired 
from the army last June, with both 
legs off al. the hips, is happy Ne Is 
at Christie St, Hospital, where he 
feels toward other patients the close 
dond that unites all service per- 
sonnel. 

“Over there on the battlefronts 
it didnt make any difference 
whether a man was a Freneh-Cana- 
dian or an. Engiish-Canadian 
whether he came from Toronto, the 
Prairies or the Maritimes, All we 
thought. of was that every one of 
us was a Canadian. And we were 
proud of being Canadian,” he sald. 

“Some of the boys in my company 
were French, some were English. 
Some companies had English offi- 
cers and French boys, others had 
French officers and English boys | 
But every one forgot French or 
English, every one thought of being 
Canadian. - 

“We were al) Canadian, and we 
all—French and English speaking— 
felt the same way about conserip- 
tion, We all thought the draftees 
Who were trained should be sent 
overseas. 

Didn't Know Score 

“The reinforcement situation was 
darn discouraging to the fellows 
{there.__We_might lose hell acom- 
pany at-one ume and not know 
when reinforcements were coming 
up. 
| “The men at holding units were 
[below par. As men they were splen- 
laid types, but as soldiers they didn’t 
know the score. We had to teach 
them basic fundamentals.” 

His infectious smile is cheerful 
and recurrent as he recalls the 
Christmas Day when the shell ex- 
ploded behind him and changed him|’ 
“from 5 feet 9 inches of soldier to 
the height and mobility of a seal.” 
He added that he did a great deal 
of thinking during his ‘convales- 
cence. “As a result I formed a new 
ouuUlook on life,” he said, “It will 
seem strange to the average person, 
but I never have mourned the Joss 
of my legs. I have had more peace’ 
of mind than ever before; my hooe 
for the future is higher now than 
ever, 


Reinforcements 


gust, shortly after he, and four com- 
panions had captured 250 Germans 
jn a surprise movement. He was 
flown from a field hospital in 
France to England. 

Military authorities, al the re- 


“L haven't seen the Major Conn 
smythe's statement about the re- 
inforcement situation, but If he 
says a lot of them don't know how 
to handle a Piat or Bren, he is en- 
tirely correct,” Bassant said, “Some 
of the reinforcements were danger- 
ous to us.” 

Shortly after he was wounded, he 
received 10 blood plasma transfu- 
sions, which, he sald, “saved my 
life.” 


about ft, and hand the newcomers 


a rifle with which to do what they 
could,” he sald, 


ship after belng severely wounded 


Bassant returned on 4 younded | 


in the left Jeg by shrapnel in Au- 


ae 


| fight again.” 


Conscriptio 
All Partisan 


Liberal M.P. 


Sarnin, Nov. 16 (CP), — R. W. 
Gray, Liberal member for Lambton 
West, told a publle meeting here he 
holieved conscription transcended 
all party Issues, 

Mr. Gray sald he tad attended 
the meeting to learn the sentl- 
ments of the clUizens of Sarnia and 
Point Edward on the subject of 
conscription for overseas service. 
Ho added he hoped his stand In the 
House would be reported in the 
press and sald he would welcome 
the opportunity fo fell another 
public mecting later exactly what 
transpires al Ottawa. 


Full Roinforcomenis 

Calgary, Nov, 16 (CP)—M. J. 
Caldwell, C.C.F, Nationa) Leader, 
sald in a public address: “Our Cana- 
dian troops must receive all the 


reinforcements they need overseas.” p 


He added reinforcements were 
necessary “not only lo win the war 
but to bring home men who have 
been serving overseas for the past 
five years.” 

Orangemen Petition M.P. 

Kirkland Lake, Nov. 16 (Special). 
—A resolution demanding that he 
impress on the Government the 
necessity of sending reinforcements 
now in Canada to the aid of men 
fighting in Europe has been for- 
warded by Loyal Orange Lodge No. 
705, here, to Walter Little, MP. for | 
Temiskaming. 

A special meeting of the Canadian 
Legion js called for tomorrow to, 
consider the Government's man- 
power policy. 


{his responsibility. 


n Is Above 
Issues, 
Declares 


army have been assigned to the 
malleable iron foundry at the In- 
{ternational Harvester Co, plant 
it was announced today by 


here, 

selective service officials, They 
were the first group of Home 
Defense troops to be employed in 
Hamilton. f 
Selective service officials said 


another 25 may be sent to Hamilton 
In the near future since several 
local firms have been asking for 
men, particularly in the steel in- 


dustry. 


Directive to Mills 
St, Thomas, Nov. 16 (Special).— 


ji 


The St. Thomas branch of the 
Canadian Legion sent an open 
letter to W. H. Mills, Liberal MP. 
for Elgin, outlining the Legion's 
stand on conscription and asking 
him to vote in support of this 
olicy if and when any measure 
jis presented in the House of Com- 


mons. 


Faith in McNaughton 

Port Elgin, Nov. 16 (CP).—In an 
address at Port Elgin thìs afternoon, 
Revenue Minister Colin Gibson said: 
“The people are' worried about the 
reinforcement situation, Col. Rals- 
ton has recommended conscription 
for overseas service. Gen, Mc 
Naughton believes in the voluntary 
system.” 

He asked if any one could possibly 
imagine that McNaughton would 
recommend any course of action 
that would not be to the benefit of 
the men in the armies overseas 
whose training had been most of 
Col. Gibson re- 


85 Days Without Rest | 

Melancthon, Nov. 16 (Special). —! 
Writing from Italy to his parents,: 
Mr. and Mrs, Harry Ruff, Melanc- 
thon, Sgt. T. Eric Ruff, attached 
to the Tank Corps, says: “We fight 
for 35 days without a rest. After 
three days we are back into the; 
Sgt. Ruff went over-! 
seas four years ago with the Gov-| 
ernor-General's Horse Guards, His | 
home is in Toronto. 


| 
To Arouse Public Opinion | 

Ottawa, Nov. 16 (CP). — Alex| 
Walker, president of the Canadian | 
Legion, has asked all Provincial! 
commands ol the Legion to arouse 
“public opinion ... to demand fuli | 
Implementation of a total war! 
policy” and to see that members | 
of Parliament were approached be- 
fore the House of Commons meets 
next Wednesday, it was announced 
today, 

Mr. Walker said calling of the} 
Commons to discuss the reinforce- 
ment situation presented “a chal- 
lenge to the Legion to again arouse 
public opinion as in 1941 to demand 
full implementation of a total war 
policy.” : 

“What is needed now is the 
strongest possible public backing of 
a demand for the replacement of 
voluntary enlistments by conscrip- 
tion by immediate use of draftees 
for overseas reinforcements,” 


Will) Question M.P.'s 


London, Ont. Nov. 16 (CP)—W. 
E. Foster, Canadian Legion com- 


mander of Zone 3, comprising Lon-) 


don the near-by county, will 
formally question Capt. Allen John- 
son, M.P. for London, and Col, Dun- 
can Ross, M.P, for Middlesex East, 
on their stand on the draftee issue, 
he said today. He said that his 
action would be on behalf of the 
Ontario Command of the Canadian 
Legion and at their direction. 

Across the Province, the legion 
announced that it will ask all On- 
tario members of Parliament two 
questions; “Are you in favor of im- 
mediately making available for over- 
seas reinforcements the draftees. 
called up for home defense?” and 
“Will you pledge to support this 
policy and to demand a recorded 
vote in Parliament?” 


fused to comment further on this 
subject in view of the session called 
for Ottawa next week. 


Draftees at Foundry 


Hamilton, Noy..16 (CP).—Fifteen 
members of Canada’s Home Defense 


GIBSON ASKS 


~ Hamilton, Nov. 17 (Staff)—Rew 


ting and reinforcements. 


buit up our 
present army on t 
basis Of a volunteer force and ne 
on come forward and announced 
at be fs convinced that it can be 
maintained on this basis.” Col, Gib- 
he Geclared. “He has stated that) 
Is's0 convinced that we will have! 
= oprercanans that we need, | 
$ we req them, that he has 
authorized Jeave to Canada for those 
pelth very long service overseas.” 
“Will Maintain Effort 


‘Gen. McNaughton's message to the 


“that “we will maintain our just part} 
“in the great Allied effort to bring 
Tthe enemy to final defeat” and asked 


_ this audience: “Can any one believe 


‘recommend any course of action 
“Phat he does not consider to be in 
pe best interests of our army?” 


BT think you will agree that he 
Gen. McNaughton) is entitled to 
n opportunity to demonstrate that 


Wis views are sound.” | nesday’s meeting of Parli 
at: A, el | n ament, let 
Of the so-called “Zombies.” which alone official information ste 
term Col. Gibson did not use. thej to the cause of Col. Ralston’s resig- 


speaker said: “At the present time 


tees who have already received 
gnilitary training to go active. The 
_ People don’t know these men; they 
T Zhink they are without hesrts. But 
ready of the 15,000 who have been 
genlled up this year, over 10,000 have 
ne active; and since D-Day more 
| @raftees have gone active than have 
~ heen called up.” 
N Million Volunteers 2 
veg termed it 
“curprising” to 
adians seems 
oe that nearly B milion volunteers 


J i 's armed 
Jave served in Canada’s 


forces. 


, ha 
they iene vere volunteers who 
giers 0 are of their own free 


ties and Tes. “While the ove 
evr irements for me it was 
zeg been sufficient. } 


PATRONS B00 
MNAUGHTON 
‘ON NEWSREEL 


mn appeal is being mace to the | back, if mot resigned, ic await 


find that some} 


By KENNETH C. CRAGG 
Ottawa, Nov. 17 (Statt)—Clear 


ue “Minister Colin Gibson, in an Indication that the McNaughton 
Mee the Women’s Liberal prestige has fallen with the publie 
that apd here this afternoon, sald because of his stand on the army 
Rauti ene Minister Gen. Mo reinforcement Issue was scen today 
tunity t mi s “entilled to an oppor- when a news reel feature, in whien 
are e aante that his views the Defense Minister outlined sa- 
on the mater of army lient pons of his voluntary plan, 
was bood at its first show 
“Gen. McNaughton planned kajan Ottawa theatre, moe 


Presentation of the feature offer 
ed the first general audience re 
action test to Gen, MeNaughton’s 
popularity in his new role since ho 
was appointed Minister on Noy. 2, 
in succession to Col, J, L, Ralston, 
He spoke first in Arnprior on Nov, 
Sat a Sunday commemoration rally, 
Many jin the audience were Nis 
comrades in the first Great War 
and men who served under his 
command in this war, 


The Cabinet Minister recalled | Ne was applauded when he be 


gan his address and again at the 


troops regarding his determination (2a. But in between there was no 


reaction to Ns statement.of falth 


lin the voluntary plan as a means of 


mecting the reinforcement require 
ments, Subsequently, he spoke in 


“thet he (Gen. McNaughton) wil} Ottawa to an entirely veterans’ 


audience gathered under the aus- 
pices of the local branch of the 
Canadian Legion. 


Col. Gibson added at this point:|/No New Light on Session 


In the absence of even thej 
slightest indication of what Prime 
Minister King plans for next Wed- 


nation, political circles here settled 


{ whatever may come next week., 
| Parliament Hill was completely 
deserted of private members today, 
| but Opposition Leader Graydon 
| came in and simply announced that 
| the Progressive Conservative wouid 
hold a caucus on Tuesday, He de- 
clined to discuss the party’s plans, 
except to emphasize that there was 
complete unanimity in its stand 
that overseas- troops must be 
backeé by compulsion. It is believed 
| that the Opposition will oppose any 
move to send the House irto secret 
session and will demand from the 
Prime Minister a forthright state- 
ment on the reinforcement posl- 
tion. 
A striking contrast in program, 
| in the meantjme, was offered today 
| in Air Minister Powers’ statement 
confirming that the British Com- 
monvwealth Air Training plan would 
bè discontinued after. March 31, 
1945, the end-of the present con- 
tract, and disclosing RCAF plans 
for the release of personnel at a 
time when the Government faces a 
crisis in securing army reinforce- 
ments. 
Liberal Caucus Likely 
While Mr. King has not announced 


la oldier Writes Home 


Green Kid 3 
'Without P 


Japan will be voluntary and: that|I i 
Zomibles will not be sent. Whonjwhen l 
King comes out with things Iie 
that It tortalnly Is great for the 
morale of tho poor fellows In the 
Infantry. Te muster: thom thiini) a0 dip RRS 
how It came about that a ——]us gAn 

llko King Is runing our countrys lot 


What our Infantry goes through oF trained a 
they ow such ansible but It 
ninth alruatipnets ae 1 wish|kids know so Nttle that iheyaeome; 
some of our politicians had times throw grenades without pull- 
with me the other day ‘on 


` that a Liberal caucus will be held 
on Tuesday, there is no doubt in 
Liberals’ minds that members will 


reces he infantry 
fo q that although the BeA 


aies in the Jandinf ad been 
3 actions 
as suffered heayler 
estimated.” 

t of his address con- 


itals and he 
ase dernly 


PIEN 


b. tment © 
P Mairs provide ve pess 
could be increase st po 


ime” |f 


osna of Christie}; 
cr cabinet Minister); 
ndings are apy} ) 


‘be called into conclave for a heart- 
‘\to-heart talk and for a presentation 
‘lof Mr. King’s views and those of 
t| Gen. McNaughton on the reinforce- 
J|ment situation. : 

‘| In a spirit of cold irony, there 
has been a suggestion from Liberal 
quarters that the Prime Minister 
will hold the threat of resignation 
tlas Jeader over the heads of mem- 
«/bers Jn caucus to forestall criticism 
tland mutiny by his Ontario members 
Iland other members where the "yes" 
tlyote on the plebiscite bluntly indl- 


"|j cated the feeling of the constituents, 


even jf they have nol sensed the 
height of elector’s antipathy to 
Government policy over the current 
development. 
Suggestions t 
might stay away T 
division on so con 
Uon as sending'Hom 
overseas was regarded & 


bable, 
Preyou will find that every member 
who can possibly get here will be 
in his or her place when the House 
resumes,” said an experienced Par- 


hat some members 
ather than face & 
troversial a ques- 
e Defense troops 
s most im- 


| | }iamentarian. 


Coldwell One at Week-End 
M. J. Coldwell, C.C,F: Leader, wi 


1l 
arrive tomorrow oF Sunday and 8l- 


its BSE 45 0. 


ek ; oe hae 


1 A aa 


ulling t s- 
n of Souilh Beveland when 
sappers wi hit by a 
Jerry mortar. He had his arm and 
At her request, and for the pro- |ler blown ott andi prep ie 
tection of the writer of the letter, |there on tho pod” SIEROT 
neither i mother's nor the boy's {cor not oe all yah ' 
pame joany published, he don't sot much fin and I 
often feel ashamed of myself that 
have fa comparatively safe Job 
na Infantry ate benring the 
print. of the fighting: What the 
Zombles think of themselves 1 can't 
The Zombies are trained 
too, and weji rtalnly could 


henche 


, i letter 
Below ts an extract from a te one of our 


written by à member of the Cana 
dian Army Overseas fo his mathe. 


_ 


“I seo hy a paper that service Jn 


jrcements now 
are only halt- 
sound {mpos- 


"Tho people at homo can't reolizejare Vani 
hat some of these 


s tr’ 


beon 
the! Ing the pins.” 


A few days ago I received a phone all 


one of that very splendid’ group of woma wi 
“put the heat on” Prime Minister Kiga 


r the delay in starting Sunnybroo 


you BET I'M A “VET” 
effectively and so successfully, 
Honourable Ian Mackenzie ove 

She had an idea that, I feel certain, must and will appeal to, nd 
acted upon immediately, by every woman who has a son, a 
brother, or a sweetheart, “over there’’—an idea borne of the sick 
reinforcement disclosures; the “Zombie” army setup; Colonel Ral 
nation; the recent radio effort by Prime Minister King to justify, 
what is nothing less than the acceptance by him of “blood dona 
our volunteers overseas, to keep his Government alive and in pow 
appointment, I further suggest, of General McNaughton for the | 
keeping that blood supply flowing, unbroken. 


It is an idea that will grip everyone of you whose dear one has so willingly, io | 
so bravely poured out his precious blood—the rich, red wine of his youth—for hil | 
his home, his Canada, only to have that blood “stolen,” I suggest, and used to bolil 
of a Political Party, and the political life of that Party's leader, 


Today, our volunteers in Italy, France, Belgium, Holland, the Pacific—whe! 
is to be found—know the “picture” here back home. They know that while | 
thore” fighting for Canada, where the defence of Canada really begins, their bloc 
—yçs, and their tears, too—have been, and are still being, conscripted by Mr, King t 
and his party in power. nd 


Today, they know that their cries for help—for reinforcements—have bi 
boing stifled, so that the people of Canada shall not hear them. They know t 
wore intended to be nothing else than a Ballot-winning Army—never a Bullet: 


They know that the “Zombie” Army will never be conscripted for sei 
enemy, unless the people of Canada—particularly the mothers, fathers, wives 
and sweethearts of our fighting men, and the veterans—force Parliament an! 
ies And their letters home indicate, beyond a shadow of doubt, that they 

rom us. 


They know—as we here at home also know—that Parliament can be for if, 
already clearly expressed will of the majority of people. So also can Mr. King 


x They tard that no group ‘in Canada can do that vitally 
important job so quickly and so effectively as can our women. 


F ae Joen Memper of Parliament demanding on behalf 
immediate ANAA usband, your brother, or your sweetheart, 
menis for SRG for the maintenance of necessary reinforce- 
Send your wi ee bh Army Overseas—and no secret session, 
his Party ene o him today, NOW! And let him know, before 
a Geant s starts, where you stand; where you expect him to 
s n t e action you expect his Party to take. Don't wait 
until Parliament meets (November 22nd). It’ i t—vitally 
urgent—that you act today, NOW! + Its urgen 
Force the conscription 


political racketeers issue out of Politics, and stop 


trafficking in the blood of those we love- 


M. A. SANDERSON (Manager) 


Reliable Exterminators, Limited 


On ' s 
64 Welli F of Canada’s Leading Peat Control Operators 
ngton St. W., Toronto - . PIWA- 8393-94 


| Ar 


CP) —Cardina) 


r by condensing 
his continent” 

who just a few) 
d retumed from al 
ür of Italy, France| 
Britain, said thet he 
deep impressicn of || 
at it meant. He said|! 


ou cannot fight this 
ing the horizon toj y 
” His Eminenco said 


rival Home. 


ig fa those 
i they are 
on ctlve al present or were 
discha 
IMI, R 


of S35 granted tho 103940 men, NA 
compared to tho existing awerd of 
$100, “ 

“In conclusion.” the letter says, 
“the Government's assurance of 
preference for the voluntary sys 
tem would be much more convine 


ling If the rehabilitation benefits 


vere equalized on. a retroactive 


basis” 
got ha completely asia 

will be n 
life." ® Peace) Sudbury In Favor 


| Villeneuve made no di- 


‘ue, ‘Bat Sid that he had found 
the Canadian soldiers courageous 
d of geod Christian spirit and 


al their effort was a voluntary) How Soldiers Feel 


ie 
Maj-Gen. L. R. LaFleche, War diers overseas certainly fee) that 
rvices Minister, who met the Home Defense draftees should be on 


rdinal at the airport and later 
2k him to the conference of 
litary men, said that the con- 
ence had been dealing with re 
Jiling and that the cardinal had 
sented, when he heard of Jt, to 
it the military authorities and 


aa “the latest from the 
a 4 

‘e added that the conference had 
n arranged prior to the arrival 
the cardinal by air, and it was 
y at the airport that his emin-| 
ar received an invitation to 


nfident on Recruiting | 
We have been conferring on how 
get men and we are going to 
: them” said the War Services | 
nister. “If we put forward the 
oper appeal to the French-Cana- 
ins, they will respond to us like 
other good Canadians will re 
and when the appeal is properly 
ide. 
‘The cardinal was not part of our 
uiting plan, but we are very 
ateful for his visit” 
In a brief interview afterwards, 
rdinal Villeneuve said he was 
ad to back in Canada and that 
ter on he would have occasion to 
ve @ more lengthy report of his 
ip. 
He said he was glad to meet the |i 
ilitary men in Montreal and to! 
ing them the best wishes of his|, 
mpatriots, as well as to express 
s own feelings of admiration and : 
l 


| 


atitude for what those overseas 
ere doing. 


sgument Not Convincing 


Hamilton, Nov. 17 (Staff)—Gov- 
rnment assurances that the volun- 
ary system of supplying reinforce- 
ents to the Canadian Army over- 
pas is preferable to other methods 
o not carry “a great deal of con- 
jection,” in the opinion of the Sec- 
nd World War Veterans of Canada,|' 
lamilton, 
This view of the membership of 
he next ex-servicemen's organiza- 
jon is expressed in an open jetter, 
pies of which have been sent to 
he United Council of Vetirans 
iere and the press, under signature 
F. J. Smith, commander. , 
The letter continues: "It js sur- 
prising that Gen. McNaughton, who 
ent overseas in 1939 with an army 
posed entirely of volunteers, 
“ould give tacit and public ap- 
froval of these mythical stories by 
pa pting the portfollo of Minister 
of National Defense, and in this re 
Col. Ralston's resignation is no 

re impressive than the general's 
ppointment, as he was a Cainel 
Mi jster since the beginning of the 


in 
wal 
weed Long Evident 
“Jn any case, the need for rein- 
reements must surely fave been 
torent some time ago, or are we 


: Stratford branch of the Canadian 


( Asks McNaughton Resign 


Sudbury, Noy, 17 (CP)S=The Sud- 


bury branch of the Canadian Legion 

pi al nos Supported the action of We Domin- 
Conscription! ion Command in asking that draftee 

troops be used as reinforcements. 


Chatham, Noy, 17 (Special).— Sol- 


active service, Pte. Jack G. Scott of 
Chatham stated today, on his retûrn | 
from 18S months’ service overseas In| 
Italy and North Africa with the 
British Sth Army. 

“For my part I feel they should 
certainly be in the thick of it, re 
inforcing the troops serving over- 
seas,” he said. 

Another Chatham soldier, Pte, L. 
Reissener, who was wounded at Fa- 
laise, said his unit in France had 
few replacements for casualties, and 
most of them were not trained prop- 
erly. “If we lost 20 men in one cn- 
gagement, we went into the next 
just that many short,” he claimed. 
“And from what I can learn, the 
situation has become worse instead 
of better since I was there.” | 


Women Demand Move 


The Soldiers’ Friendly Club, a 
group of patriotic Chatham women 
who send cigarets to soldiers and 
war prisoners, in a resolution to Cc. 
Ear] Desmond, MP. for Kent, de- 
manded that Premier King send the 
Zombie army overseas. 

“From our letters the men over 
‘there feel that Mr. King and the 


“Government of Canada, are letting 
them down,” the resolution states, 

Included among the 21 women Jn 
the club is Mrs. R, Anderson, a 
British war bride and widow of 
Sgt. Rocky Anderson, killed in ac- 
tion overseas this fall. 


Appeals to Sanderson 
Stratford, Nov. 17 (CP).—The 


Legion endorsed a resolution asking 
F. G. Sanderson, Liberal M.P. for 
Perth, to support the movement 
urging the Gcvernment to make 
al! trained draftees available for 
overseas duty. 


Victoria, Nov, 17 (CP),—The re- 
signation of Gen. A. G. L. McNaugh- 
ton as Defense Minister was asked 
at a Canadian Legion meeting here 
last night after leglonnaires had 
announced plans for a mass demon- 
stration here next Sunday Jn favor 
of conscription for overseas service. 


Pearkes Calls Conference 

Vancouver, Nov, 17 (CP).—Maj. 
Gen. G. R. Pcarkes, General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, Pacifle ‘Com- 
mand, has called a conference of 
commanding officers Ín his com- 
mand to consider all possible ways 
and means of eccelerating recrult- 
ing among National Resourcos 
Mobilization Act: Infantrymen, com 
mand officials revealed Ineu- state 
ment released today. 

Gen. Pearkes just returned from 
a conference with Defense Minister 
McNaughton at Ottawa. 


Recorded Vote Sought 
North Bay, Nov. 17 (CP).—The 


If, believe that the notice of tie 
portas' calncided with the coimnel’s 
pene isit fo the front bè- 
ithe z J d reflec- 


North Bay branch of the Canadian 
Legion has sent a letter to Dr, J, 
R. Hurtubise, Liberal MP. for) 

|| Nipissing, requesting pim la eun, 
pott. ias manem An ave 


y 


i Moree 
Tafra over sens) 
‘Liberal M.P, will 


Support Tataton 
Niagara Valls, Ont, Nov, 17 cep), 


Humphrey 


T 


T 
iôtified. 


—— 


Kilohoner, 


Hable an relnforcoment® oh Jonvo, 


Mitelelh Wounded the 


(he fighting 


ao dilod Oot, 20. "Gasualtlen are fixe 
ed up na quicldy na posable at hon- 

In Jranee or Engiandj|hava heen en 
and ahot back Into tho Hnos” helthe battle, If they had 
France or Itnly, re n 

“Pho men who have heen fortune|the Ine, then there would P In 
nta enough to encnpan wounda nrejtha same necessity for nee 
and ono henra Iiitle,}ensualties out of 
It anything, about leaves, The boya 


plinla elther 


anid, 


atl In thore 


rii 
oop 


"The Zombloa are certainly needed finst wa 


Nov, 17 Special). — jRol a h 


“The Canadian Corps assoclatton on the fighting fronts to give thejnftor n 
gathering of mill- The letter points out ine sad Y and the Imperial, unit here have meon who have been In there flnce/ front-line trenches 
ay that “you can-f|men who enligredaina 1939 an passed a yesolition supporting tha D-Day n roat,” declared Pio. Har! “Leaves were hi 


Bieegeme acne 3 Ralston m de ; ind 
. stand of Col, J, Va. Ra oll B, Manto, HLI, casualty from|ihey were r 
j manding that trained drafter {rooP® Iho hattle of C ' esied t 
9 be mado ava 
yo, for the Canndinn Army avarngim, 
presreguent a rst “vol The resolution will be aent to Labor Mla pain PI 
NEA o Mest aadi Minister 
the “niggardiy clothing allowance eel member for Welland, 


Coen, on arrival home|There were reini 
place them, but t 
Plo, Manto recalled Ihat ane offing now day after day wit ‘iad 

e Joseph J, Pittner,| few reinforcements i 


samo tay, returned tojup, 
in Delglim and wan 


i a ee ee 
Reinforcements Needed in 1943 


During the spring of 1943 I was 
on the staff of a Canadian re- 
inforcement unit In Great Britain, 
There drafts wero recelved from 
Canada, trained for elght weeks and 
then despatched to the various 
Canadian divisions in England. At 
thls particular time our 1st Division 
was making final preparations for 
the invasion of Siclly. This Included 
tho bringing up to full, fighting 
sirongth of all the varlous units 
comprising the division. 

As the time drew near for ‘thelr 
departure it became evident that a 
great number of skilled reinforce- 
ments for driving and maintaining 
certain types of vehicles were going 
to be required, Those available at 
our reinforcement centre were 


side of the road and handling war 
supplies were, forelgn to most of 
them. ‘This all-important course 
was reduced to four weeks, then to 
two weeks, and finally we were told 
to send reinforcements regardless of 
the extent of overseas training. 

Canada's famous lst Division 
preparing for Sts first large-scale at- 
tack was forced to take these un- 
trained men. When this deplorable 
condition existed early in 1943, why 
is our Government only now ad- 
mitting that the Canadian Army 
Oversens has not sufficient re- 
inforcements? 

PS.—This article was written 
early in the spring of 1944, but, with 
D-Day imminent, it did not seem 
advisable to say anything which 


mainly new arrivals from Canada, 
who had just commenced their 
eight weeks of specialized training. 
Blackout driving, driving on the left 


Boy’s Nerves Shattered 
But Sent Back to Lines 


I read with Interest Conny 
Smythe’s views on the overseas 
situation, and also the article by 
Alan Cockeram. 

May I give an example, quoted 
below, lo prove how true these 
statements are, and to thank them 
for their courage in putting the 
facts plainly on paper for all to 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest—vegardless. 

Suffered Bombing 

My son has been overseas three’ 
years. He went to France on D- 


might cause additional: anxiety to 
families in Canada. 
„Cameron C. Hilmer, 
Burlington, Lieut. (retired). 


s Active Sincai 
Deserve Rest, Says Veteran 


reak once Ina whi 
r whon they were Bent h 
o many dayna of duty in 


handed out 
hefore galng p 
‘orcementa to 
he hoya are 


"All of us v 


(iat the onien back bali ve 


bles should 
over there to relleve a 


trying the brunt 


ready to go y 


hos 
Ing them back.” paan 


A Word for ‘Draftees’: 
They Obeyed the Law 


a 


-Day 


FA 
34 


| 


le In th 


h 
to back th 


the men 
them 


taking 
bende 


Day, and was blown up In the alr 
on hls motorcycle when our boys 
were bombed by our Allied planes 
by mistake. All his pals were 
killed, Four days after, he recov- 
ered consciousness in a British 
hospital. He wasn't able to write 
for a while, but a kindly welfare 
officer (name unknown) wrote to 
me, and said he was -pretty mud- 
dled in: his mind, and was to have 
a complete rest, and he would keep 
in touch with me until the boy 
Was himself again, ' 

We knew he had been badly 
shaken up and was suffering from 
Shell-shock, To our surprise and 
astonishment, the-next time we re- 
ceived word from the boy hinself 
he was: out-of the hospital and back 
In the Unes, 

A Maas of Nerves’ | 


So I fall to’ see where the com- 
pleto rest came in. In his last letter 
he tells me he is mass of nerves 
and couldn't concentrate on his 
work. In his own words, “Mom, 
the way I feel right now, I will 
Pe Peary good for army or 

e. 
ean Which speaks for 

It makes our blood boll when 
read of the consideration the Zar 
bles are being shown, while my boy 
and hundreds of mothers’ boys are 


shoved back to fight and bolster |. 


up: ihe nes—for 


I think it Js time that newspapers 
and Individuals cease to apply a par- 
ticularly objectionable name to 
draftees In training. However much 
a person may disagree with Gov- 
ernment. policy, there Js nothing 
fine or noble in hurling this horrid 
name at these young men. 

The draftees jn trainingi are nol 
criminals or mental defectives. They 
are decent young ‘men who have 
obeyed the law as it stands, and 
have been taken from civilian jobs 
or schooling, at the same incon- 
venience as any one else, and ac- 
cepted the training prescribed for 
them. Many more young men of 
draftee age have been rejected and 
are still in civillan life. Others, 
Physically fit, have had deferments. 
Why are the lads jn uniform singled 
out for insult? 

If other means fail to provide the 
necessary reinforcements for over- 
Seas and we are obliged to say to 
these chaps: “You must go,” then 
let us say. so in a spirit of kindll- 
ness, rather than one of bitter of- 
fensiveness. K. Roy Edwards. 

Toronto. 


‘Backing the Attack’? 


Isn't it possible to Issue coupons 
or the public to send to thelr 
epresentatives at Ottawa telling 
hem whether they want the able- 
odied men of the country con- 
eripted? 

Do they want the uniform worn 
y our men fighting for the Em- 
ire and our, allles disgraced by 
eing filled by Zombies? If the 
called defense army is not train- 
d after five years, why not? Is 
vet what the Government calls 
Backing the Attack”? 

` Niogara-on-the-Lake, 

Valentine C. Onslow, 


| 


There 
King’ of ‘course, one 
TERR Spee of Wednesday os all-sufficient answer to Mr 
his fusal to sen Sht—that speech in which he tried to 


d draftec. 

s 
ira to cept such statmena, i he It ts that if Col. Ralston 
N at rei to remain longer £ he thought them so worthless 
% on Sy Seg accept theme member of the Cabinet, how 

ecessary, 5 >» King, I wil 
oversea.” Shen will wreteeangt sending draftees it It bécomes 
Rrrivee talked to the army. rrive? Col Ralston, who was 
ae, thait is with us n my, and saw its need, says that it has 
ark Who }n't talked te he ao Mr, King, who ‘hasn't been over- 
Me Be an factioaliy drives army thers; says that Col. Ralston Is 
pirog man who hasn't bee Iston from the Cabinet, and put 
pray? n Overseas for a year. 
ee toward the e 

ae ae Eats the real answer, This 
at the dif i aa i es 
for Overseaservice Sr es Would be in substituting conscription 
aima one wo is honest wits nthe system, no one knows. P But 
kiles a that they might ae there would be genuine 
here's he truth, The tr VET 
practically e truth that Mr, King's 

men danera rane Iston and for withholding fee, cur fi Rane 
Governmenttakes fis reinforcements is in fear of gueien. The 
Eanes bere ihe A AN takes dictation, from a minority, It 
Eipiiest in Gebec City ink eke Eines principal ae Minister 
given it by he overwhelming m M not obeying the mandate 
jority of Canadians in a national 


nd i 
of his speech, and after all his tortuous, 


We have many more first category 
men than that who have been in 
uniform for years, presumably un- 
dergoing training, If they have not 
been trained, the people will want 
to know just what they have been 


doing. 


— 
VICTORIA COLONIST 

This is no time for polltics, Par- 
lament, if It Is to be true to Can- 
ada, must give a decision on the 
Issue as honest as that already 
lald before the people by Col. J. L. 
Ralston, He threw political profer- 


ment out of the window, and this 
country will honor him for that. 
There are times when conviction 
must stand uppermost, This js one 
of them, 

Prime Minister King has sum: 
moned Parliament, He Is entiued 
to make his own explanation there, 
handicapped as IL may be by the 
sycophant section of the Liberal 


press which Insists upon politics 
first and the war second. The ma- 
jority of all people in this country 
will put that order the other way 
around. They are today concerne 


plebiscite, ari it is A 
P 7 J s not using t i -i 
ig Bil & Its weakly fone b ee kiven It by Se 
itr minority in single Provi efore the outcry and threats of a that, above every and all partisan 
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i 7 everseas and his estimate of ths | when a k * ype nad arrived Mr, King had that mandate from 
immesiate ned, corroborated byli t campu SaN for overseas serv-|the people as early . 
n 5 ` oborated bylice was necessary, Th i 3 arly as April, 1942. 
Bie, field commaniers and high mili-|ister tak cessary, The Prime Min-|He asked for it. He was given the |. 
tary authorit rales akes the opposite view, andjauthority, . unconditi n H i 
Bot > ie, The other was his/asserts that conscription fi i tionally, He did À 
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en | ` just re-|won't, ying marks on the uniforms 0 e men. n 
x geas ard volumteers were not arai ee from an extensive inspection aii fic 
o! nadian forces in the fi i : . : Pt 
G ston pays that such a need Europe. It was upon the epee at FINANCIAL POST of developing circumstances, have tol Defense, but it prefers to risk mite 
iat sufficient train-|this extensive inspection that Col. Mr. King has it in his. personal De ener What a hope forjrather than votes, and Europe tar 
b rs are not ard cannot|Ralston based hist recommendation] TON to avoid thes eyil sof an ay far away, While Quebec is nar@h 
je availible in time to meet) Which was not accepted by the Cabi- election that would divide the Cana- AoE . hand, Accordingly, the faithful dh 
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Xy tion of implementing the over-|his experience or ability or judg- thee on Ralston makes it clear crated men in uniform, The total a +g hypobeti 
t whelming “Yes” vote in the 1942/ment in this particular. His vieW/th ate i id military viewpoint} s3 men drafted from Quebec is The Prime Ministers bmo gh, 
me eS ing himself told] should ; e need is here and now); let hi L000. The total c islon which he based all hls 
< jebiscite. Mr King himself should have been accepted unless Jt] ask for a vot him graf French-speaking ' n, 
t Parliament on June 10, 1942, thal) was shown to have been based ON} carryi oY of confidence In the St hue {rom all Provinces is 25,000. ment, was that Canada's nm 
s the Government should have the|error—which-as every thinking and| he e al of that policy, and ar stics have shown, however, that force and army Bre voluntari 
<) “cer to “take the necessary sction| observing Canadian knows is not) mandate poe Ea puene tiniveg a RER eaves of enlisted men from yes This only a halga 
nt the necessity to do so|the case. ament—and so ce of Quebec is su tis true tha many gallan 
€ the mP arise n While he declered| But Col. Ralston's view was not Pa ol an endoreemini from the ao below any other Ldn ing in the three forces are, 
shoul’ verseas conscription was not| accepted although there is no rec-| js: ada—as to settle this| ji ntage. The Prime Minister’s| Wes! sense of the word, 
2 that © A dof his f ch sue once and for all. gures fail to acc ster’s But many, many ° 
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i th conditions under which It would| Instead, he was asked to resign and| Time will reveal wheth d do.) eq voluntari] men, neither enlist- half-conscripts- i ving 
1 be imposed as “circumstances + = + was immediately replaced by a MAN|he is actually pre ether or not rly nor drafted, All of the Canadians £ê 
‘ hich would render the use of com-| who was retired from the leadeT-|hold a cea prepared to take so —— the navy, air force and 
= a i + e ‘a S 
1 ‘gision imperative, such, for ex-|ship of the army some-months agoj: In the meantime th HALIFAX CHRONICL entitled to the esteem 
7 nance of the|because of ill-health and incompat- e people of| Nobody i E earned by a volunteer, b 
4 imple, as the Fc conn’ for. Can-| ibility. Sete may well ask what are the|Ralston to be Canada believes Mr.jone of them was compelle 
i yecessary Iein h Canadians, therefore, are asking |w] ns of Mr. King’s Ministers|man of undoubeed S ess than a] nis life on active service. 
$ da's army ore it difficult and be-| this: wlio snared ak Relston's views on|judgment or uite integrity, His|also true that many of these di 
i panse ir hot impossible, to un- Why was the advice of a com-lto have Tekad we seem, so far,|commonly ie. military is|in all three services, knew “ý 
‘ yea how the Prime Minister potent, paperien gai at rette indicate their views publidy. e te ant and well-based a ons as|they did not volunteer in d 
se a y and: ini y re . niste; at of an rice they would never i 
aris binet supporters can deny A r could y| service r3 at: 
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{ cally the n They can only few months ago, that he was not dians as ge number of Cana- the honor due them 
+ aave now arrived. be which the considered fit to head Canada's outlining» Plain statement of faci But it does destroy 
i jeduce that the es enecessity” and| armed forces? : followed as mS, Which should beludity of the Prime N 
j sovernment e ted in political Why has the Cabinet lost sight of the “cons au implementation of|ment that there must 
j Imperative” are roo the fact that the 1942 plebiscite was state cription if 4 mployed unless 
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i pen spinet council chamber, went) bo small Poup ot willful men can Porte, General Service| while Ottawa despatches 
poe quriher in evasion of the clear! decline to make the sacrifices their be e est Interpretatio at the Government doei P 
erallense to act—that st denied that)» others make voluntarily? n upon the situatl that can] tend to go before the Haw j 
ue en co: mitments of the min-| These are the real issues made} diffe 5 Is that there is on as it| cJear-cut propos whose ! K 
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Serious conflict i 


and other 
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Teale that h 


with considerable di 
œltering the Go 


down, it 
+ as the Prime 
to have each Zombie in- 
ally spoken to, in an effort re 
tim to volunteer for general 


F Prime Minister was uite 
in saying that Canadians oven 
have performed remarkable 
service. AN the world 
and says so. Such a fact, 


ster 


x makes it ‘more compelling. 
at 


-EONCTON (NB) TIMES 
on Gen. McNaughton has said 
* first address since assuming 
inet post obviously expresses 
Policy of the Mackenzie King 
Afnistration, both in respect to 
Tercements for our overseas 


grained before being able to zo 
Siimactive service. At this time, 
14w the interests of our men on 
ijøliring line are paramount, the 
tigsion surrounding the Govern- 
Itis policy toward edequately 
g them with reinforcements 
is) Say the least, most disconcert- 
deed both for the fighting 
and the people at home. 
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f{fectiveness of the contribution 
nada’s Army and the very lives 


vg 


qai ; x ‘ = 

s at A 

No re 

atte chee ion. There 1s no Ignominy 

Mother to constriftion in tho 
untry' or In our good 

ere » the United States, and 

need RE hot have been here, a 

Ministo Sevan yet, had the Prime 


Perso e courage to shed the 
selt hag, nUPathy which he him- 


—_— 
Overs nN TREAL STAR 
Femur General McNaughton Is 
for ot Dg as Infantry men trained 
Rey ae branches of the service, 
men es a no reason why the 
Be aera ined as draftees cannot 
Gu ered and trained as in- 
aE! to provide reinforcements 
ater date, 
aw recruits are of no use to Gen- 
ughton now. He must 
e volunteers enlisted íin 
WO months of this year 
he fully-trained draftees, 
no way out of that di- 
The only answer to his 
is to send the trained 


for Tretainin int 

or such other rengn tantry 
may be needed. Telnforcements as 
— 


ee FREE PRESS 
summary 

facts places Bik the available 
and the 
problems i 


he immediate Problem, they could 


are capable of meeting the existing 
€c Recruits from outside 
IS group cannot be prepared for 
battle short of several months, and, 
therefore, cannot be a factor in 
relieving the existing crisis, 

Col. Ralston stated definitely that 
ell of the §000 are required. At 
the next stage he was equally clear 
that all of the second 8,000 would 
be needed to maintain the units 
from Febrvary until the rest of the 
Graftees could be remustered. -It 
must always be borne in mind that 
the need for the draftees, in Col. 
Ralston’s judgment, is over and 
above all estimates of recruiting. 

From these statements, therefore, 
it appears that the House of Com- 
mons on the very day it meets wiu 
be confronted with a situation in 
which immediate action to send the 
draftees overseas would still leave 
a substantial period of time—say, 
from Dec. 31 to Jan. 22—in which, 
according to the estimates, the 
front line would not be adequately 
supported. According to Col. Ral- 
ston, every day the decision is 
i ea ae 


ST. THOMAS TIMES-JOURNAL 

The calling of Parliament for Nov. 
22 will provide the- opportunity to 
the members of Parliament “to de- 
clare where they stand on the issue 
now before the country.” This re- 
sponsibility on the individual mem- 
pers is great—very great. No matter 
what the Government policy is, no 
matter where the Cabinet stands, 
no matter what js said in party 
caucus, it is the duty of every M, P. 
to stand up in the House of Com- 
mons and express his own and his 
constituents’ opinion on the rein- 

nis issue. , 

en own riding of Elgin we are 
convinced that practically evety 
person favors the sending of rein- 


nada's soldiers mj 
w\@essly and eriminatiy Pe 


_— 


JHAELOTTETOWN ‘i 
GUARDIAN (P-E.L) 


je Prime Minister dwelt on the 

y attached to conscription. | 
ch there be, who fs responsible 
? Is it not My, King? Where 
one is on a footing, there is 


ts to. our men overseas 
papel as Col. Ralston recom- 
mended. Therefore, we maintain, it 
is the duty of our duly elected 
representative to the Federal House, 
wilson H. Mills, to present the 
views of his constituents clearly and 
forcibly to the House, and to vote 


accordingly, 
UEBEC CHRONICLE-TELE- 
9 GBAPH 

let alone patriotism 
of duty, should pave 
the Government to take 
prep EEE corrective action, 
te accordance with the recommen- 
dations of the Minloter of National 

pansu AA 


Humanity, 
and sense 


k NOV. 38, bag h 


ny Cost 


delayed would prolong and worsen 
the deficloncy, 


MOOSE JAW TIMTS-HERALD 
The nationwide broadcast by 


Prime Minister King Wednesday 
Hight will reassure the people of 
Canada that our armed forces will 
not lack full support on the fighte 
ing front, that needed relivforee- 
ments are Immediately available 
dut in quantity, and, what Js of 
equal 
Manpower and training; and that, 
for the future, the enlistment prob: 
lem of 
ample time to provide for the rò- 
inforcements that will be needed In 
tho near future, Gen. MeNaughion 
sald: “The figures of the relntorces 
ments now available show that we 
can safely count on some rhort 
perlod yet before thera js danger of 
the situation becoming acuto"; and 
Prime Minister King gave full as- 
surance that the perlod would be 
ulllized to the full 
development and danger of any 
acuteness beyond that Inescapaklo 
from waging total war to tha ut 
most, as Canada has done for over 
five years, s 


Importance, ìn quality of 


today will be solved Ai 


to avold tho 


SASKATOON STAR-PHOENIX 
Canada must avold anything that 


would disrupt the internal life .of 
the nation. 
seas service will definitely be a 
disruptive 
we can only guess, but certainly no 
less serious than it was In the last 
wan It is unfortunate, but none the 
less true 
Canadians, 
mean merely being sent overseas ‘Lo 
fight. Rather, conscription has be- 
come to many French-Canadians. a 
Symbol of Anglo-Canadian domina- 
tion—a forerunner of the loss of 
their race, language and religion. | 
It is in this context that the Cana- | 
dian decision must be made, 


Conscription for over- 
influence, how serlous 


French- 
not 


that, to many 
conscription does 


What would be the advantage of 


the immediate application of con- 
scription for overseas service? In 
the first place, it would still an 
opposition to the Government far 
more dangerous to its political life 
than any advantage that might be 
gained from pursuing its present ' 
course. 
no Government worthy of the name 
would permit to influence its policy. 


This is something which 


ST. CATHARINES STANDARD 


The pressing need of reinforcer 
ments is above and beyond politics. 
The issue can no longer be kicked 
around, i£ a semblance of national 
unity Js to be maintained. In a nut- 
shell, the whole question revolves 
around the mind of one man, and 
hat man is the Prime Minister, 


STRATFORD BEACON-HERALD 

Mr, King has now added his own 
appeal, The net result is the sery- 
Ing of notice on the Canadian pub- 
lic that, while our dwindling fight- 
Ing forces are up to the walst in 
bloodstained mud and chilling 
water In Northern’ Europe, the 
party-minded Cabinet Js up to Its 


| this situation involves more than 
| Col. Ralston’s pledged word and his 


panasna 


VANCOUVER 


u may 
t chance, They to 
thelr ie in suficient numbers to 
go active and for ove 


dem 
ii the expected A 
sant reinforcements G" They can 
will all be conscript,” opportunity 

thelr cholce. ot 
O yolunleat is still open, but n 
for lon 


t lenat, that Ia what he seemed 


tobo anying Jn his carefully parand 
address to the Canadian Wan te 
That. Is the Interpretation nah He 
aucione OUA AE the audienco 
ords, s , i 
anid to har ane wht ae mean 
expeck 
fuse whe Ne Iv nevert nents stuck 
wiih dt, And so he sliould be able 
Mr. King has on Ingralne’ son of 
of Jndirection In the coneLriit tab 
his ‘spocches, ‘The implica Deh 
night was that he knew na om the 
would be heard on both 6 o acd 
Otlawa River. He wante hiy 
gontle lo Quobet, encoures ng 
firm to the reluctant wart i ya 
yel clear enough to be un èr toa 
around the English-speaking fa 
elrolo, 
The earnest. 
help but be siput 
Jinisterw's ponchan 
Dira atyle of oratory, It was a 
he had ono eye on the Governm fod 
duly in the war and the other, ye 
on what the history books men 
print about his attempt to a 
coercing a strong minority ma 
As time goes on we hope Mr. ng 
wili become more conscious of is 
deadly peril to our boys on te 
fighting front where they are go ng 
hard, days and nights on end, ready 
to welcome any kind of help, volun- 
tary or conscripted, Mr. King Is 
fully alive.to the political dangers 
of conscription in Canada, and he 
shows himself very allergic to the 
Québec vote, But he must not sacri- 


fice too much in vindication of the 
voluntary principle. 


HALIFAX HERALD 
Let it be clearly understood that 


Matener could not 
k by the Prime 
t for the high- 


conscience; involved in it is the es- 
sential question of NEED—need for 
reinforcements. And having recog- 
nized this need (having been con- 
vinced of this need as a result of 
his overseas inspection), Col, Rals- 
ton felt It to be his duty to make 
the recommendation that has heen 
rejected by his Cabinet colleagues, 

This, therefore, should not be 
represented as a situation in which 
Col, Ralston is arbitrarily keeping 
his pledged word and thereby satis- 
fying his own conscience wirhout], 
regard to needs and conditions. The 
basis of it all is the need for aae- 
quate reinforcements, and questions 


EDMONTON JOURNAL 
It was “the glory of Canada,” Mr. 
King exclalmed, to have those fight- 
ing its battles do so of their own 
choice. Those who have volunteer- 
ed cannot be too much admired for|' 
having offered their services or for 


their great achievements. But when|' 


they need support in the field so 


badly, they are objecting vigorously |. 
to the retention of well-trained men |. 
to follow]: 
their example. As was pointed outl: 
on Monday, the British, American|' 


at home who declined 


and Russian armies are surely no 
|less efficient than the Canadian be- 
cause in those countries there js 
all-round conscription, 

If we do as they ‘have done, ac- 
cording to Mr, King, genuine diffi- 
culties “that might be very grave” 
would have to be faced. It is those 
of a political character that he has 
jhad and has now Principally in 
mind, and there is no excuse for 
holding back because of them or of 
any others. Whatever the conse- 
quences within Canada, our armies 
in the field must be reinforced in 
the only way in which this can be 
brought about on an adequate scale, 

Mr. King should have had no hesl- 
leon Mi acing immediately upon 

anda 
Hae poner ma te he recelved 
\force conscription 


ince, In trying to d 
last night his efend as he did 


—, 


Tt Is evident that the 
leader Is playing for 
off radical action of the kind indi- 
cated until he can call an election 
on some other issue, In this hope 
he will be disappointed. The Cana- 
dian people, Liberals and Conser-| 
vatives as well as men of other 
parties, will not forget his political 
cowardice on this most Important} 
of all Issues of the day. Today hef 
(indé himeelf the target for denun-| 
clation from a people whom hef 
continues’ to defy, and all his fine- 
apun arguments for the mainten- 
ance of national unity by the lop- 
sided application of compulsory 
service and an unbalanced system 
of volunteer enlistment as between 
Provinces have proved a boomer- 


It affects the people of Canada, who 
are becoming restless at the thought 
that political necessity may be al- 
lowed to interfere with the effi} 
ciency of their army. It affects the 
men overseas, 
brunt of battle in Italy and Holland, 
are resentful of the policy which 
holds available and potential rein- 
forcements away from them for & 
political purpose. 


Ignored in Mr. King’s speech, The 
Prime Minister devoted himself to af 
statistical defense of his position— 
to demonstrating that Canada had to) 
continue to depend on voluntary 
service because his draftee army; DY) 


[whose „compulsory employment W 


time—i 


ie: 
| 


ang. 

Canadians demand the all-out 
war efforts promised by the Gov- 
ernment at Ottawa, 
they are getting a war leadership 
permeated with politics and play 
for political adavntage at the polls, 
They have shown during the past 
three weeks by their record-break- 
Ing support of the Victory Loan 
thelr determination to wage war 
to a victorious conclusion In the 
shortest possible time. They are 
determinedly opposed to further 
vacillation and side-stepping of an 
extremely grave Issue by the politi- 
clans at Ottawa, led by Mr. King: 


but instead 


WINDSOR STAR 


Mr. King reiterates his faith in 
voluntary recrulting, stimulated by 
pressure brought to bear on the 
draftees. 
ter of opinion. We are still of the 
belief that not enough will volun- 
teer to keep the ranks of our army 
filled. However, only time will tell. 

The Cabinet crisis has lessened) | 
the hope that the voluntary system 
will be sufficient, It has certainly, 
given the men in the Home Defense 
Army the impression that they are 
not needed for overseas service, and| 
no amount of eloquence on the part| 
of the Prime Minister is likely to} 
convince them to the contrary, 

When Mr. King, however, starts 
to estimate the number of draftees 
who are now fully trained and avail- 
able for overseas service, he quote 
figures which demand explanation. 
His estimate that only about 8,000 
are so available is incomprehensible. 


This, of course, is a mat 


VANCOUVER PROVINCE j 
The moral issue is the great issue.| — 


who, bearing the 


But the moral issue was entirely} 


which he had set such store, Onf 
which he had spent some hundreds 
of millions, and to which he h 
pinned his polltical fate, could n 
be sent overseas because it was 


It was a lamentably poor def ~ 
of an appallingly weak position and 
it was not made any better by the 
Prime Minister's announced deter 
mination to keep his ineffectual an 
draftees in uniform as “a potent 
ultimate reserve of req 


any theatre of war may, in 
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e The subject who is 
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wer 
‘ Nation Puts Duty First 


es» On the opposite 


e thing: Partisan politics 
< must not be allowed to dominate the issue. 
The sternest criticism that has been made of 
Prime Minister King in the present crisis focuses 
‘on his insistence in dealing with the shortage of 
Teinforcements as a political problem rather 
than a matter of men's lives. Each timid step, 
“every official word since the resignation of Col. 
Ralston has had the imprint of partisan 
“Manoeuvring. Across the nation the fear has 
grown that the reassembling of the House of 
-Commons is one more trick from the Prime 
“Ministers ample bag. 
“= This will be judged by events. But, whether 
s “or not it is the intention, politics need not enter 
K: > fhe issue if the Commons refuses to submit or 
de a party to it’ In common with most news- 
aS -papers, The Globe and Mail has urged that the 
7 members put partisan tactics aside and concern 
themselves wholly with relieving the desperate 
E “position to which politics has brought our army. 
i iz- The members have before them the example 
zot the former Minister of Defense. Col, Ralston 
=ywas no-less a party man than any of his col- 
“Jeagues.. He was loyal to his party and to his: 
“Jeader until that loyalty came into irreconcilable 
Veonflict with the trust the army and the nation. 
§mposed in him. His duty lay beyond and 
Shove the interests of party. The issue being 


what it is, every man in the House must dis- ~ 


ge his responsibilities on the same level. 
rg 


The onus here is not on the Liberal members | 


artisan oeuvring is not to be con- 
aeons the Bess Minister and ignored. in 

Been Opposition groups have their responsi- - 

ahas: the matter. The Progressive Conserva- 

ave. atiy is well identified as the conscription- 
oe cats That does not allow it any, latitude 

a cae for political capital, as C.CF. Leader 

AA T has done in dercanding a secret session. - 
= issue is well defined. The only consider- 

i coer te for our fighting men. There is 
aton cumulation of evidence, most of it supplied 

E that they need the help desperately. 
k a etal thing is that the House of Commons 

ke z to AER jt to them without another _ 

Ea pir ecessary delay; It-is of no matter 

our o: Anite trained draftees, or, whether. the , 

ent does so willingly or under compul- 

oV: 

jez ; =: ortni t party lines have been” 

act pant A n auiderfoot in every com- 

paa ex people who have been thoroughly 
eei the critical situation of the troops. 
5 ee rately reflected in the protests and 

5] posas ls which articulate opinion has directed 

E> PRPS R y . The many veterans and 

Jap = organizations, the 1,0.D.E. and the 

ae of women's auxiliaries which have 

1s A anal voices are not in:any sense political. 

E “have no partisan aspirations, They speak 

` A representative citizens Aware of their 

E AÖ to those fighting for them, 

Pie representatives of the eltizens of-Can- 
am rahe members of Parliament must deal: 
an ene crisis. There can be no confusion jn 

with (ne ids as between loyalty to party’ and 

Ste obligations as defined by the wi] 

‘at tb le. Any member who thinks himself 
Sap pea instructed has only to go back to, 

Seats stituents gaye him in the 

time need be lost in 


Political allegiance, give } 


What he has performed, 
What has he prevented? 


portation, 


ain's request, 4 
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Tank Incldent Recalled | 


these tanks. 


in: Quebec. 


for her overseas. 


It behooves the People of Canada 


JP pli hould: Instruct M.P.’ 
CARPI oe a Reinfo 


Th Ludwig's eulogy, in bool form,] the 


trick, 
He prevented the prohibitlonjauch a 
rake N of copper and steoljbolng an rae în the way of 
scrap to Japan, Public’ opinion) nothing aus 
forced) him Jater to stop thls ex-/{mmediate r 


helr m 
x revented the establishment|it plaln to t at 
in Canada Yin 1937 of the British|ment what ee Te of Que- 
Commonwealth Alr Training Plan,|people o nd that imme 
whieh would have been of Inestl- boc, demat hed 
mable help to the British Isles In the | forcements Pa Mg 
Batlle of Britain, Pybdlle opinlonf/fighting ov 
tater forced him to accede to Brit-| inform Members 


} " s aving o. 
4 Through hls Cabinet he pre-|party to the 8S 2 
vented the manufacture of tanks In| our fighting rot thelr sons to their 
Canada, Again public opinion forced] fice the lives $ l 
him to commence the making of|party? There 


-6& He prevented the people of 


the sending of our sons to Hong 
Kong. with neither sufficient train- Ís 
ìng nor equipment to enable them| fight for us? 
to. defend themselves, and so great 
numbers of them died.. If these de- 
talls had been known by the people 
of Canada, Mackenzie King never 
Would have had the opportunity of 
again placing our fighting men in 
the straits in which they are today. 

And now he is trying to prevent 

nada from sending much-needed 
immediate reinforcements to her 
sons who are fighting and dying 


ê 


her fighting forces. I 


tha 
the first time Ides 
He Pr olitician. 


Inforcements. 
The people of Canada m 


nt to our 


Call the attention of yo 


“Have You the Gut 
members the guts to 


knew that, even without Col. 


S, He prevented ‘an ‘investigation| ston’s report. Sanit 
Into the N, army boots} A.còpy of*the eee n 
À advertisement should be pla an 
the desk. of every member Le aa 
Canada from: knowing the'detalls of| Cabinet. What. is emolum en gn 
i pared to. the saving of e. vs 
whom this Cabinet sent overseas 


to make sure, through their mem-| bec, expects of him. 


bers of Parliament, that Mackenzie 
King is not’ allowed to Stall again. 
He may try to have an election in| Toronto. 


sin and the saving lie.” 


—<— 


In Case You're Interested 


“The real trouble in Quebec is 
isolation — isolation not only 
from Canada but from the rest 
of the world. Quebec lives unto 
itself’ and if you were to put its 
Position in a few words it would 
be, ‘Why can't you leaye us 
alone’? The answer of the ciy- 
lized world would be, ‘Germany 
will not leave any of us alone.’” 

“We must face the fact that 
Quebec will vote almost solidly 
on the side to which It has been 
led by isolation, We on our part 
must vote on the side to which 
we are drawn by a full knowl- 
edge of the situation which dis- 
turbs the world and by a keen 
interest In the struggle... . We 


must ga our own way regardless 
of French Canadian opinion. We 
must strive to convince them 
that our way is right.” 

The above-is an excerpt from 


an editorial, written n 
Benn: ot of the 


reinforcement crisis, 
but of an earlier one, 27 years 
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3. He has prevented for 26 years a ber of Parllament to ihg aara eha 
spirit of Unity between ‘tho English- ment placed by him in the ead 
apeaking and French races. In speaking newspapers, es hese 
sacrifice. thelr 
f the lives of 
ill they sacri- 


ddle road. We 


Surely in this our hour of bee 
we are not dependent upon vacii- 
lating office-seekers who value oe 
holding of office above pride o 
self or of country. Let Col. Ralston 
form a non-party Government for 
the purpose of saving our sons over- 
seas. We have elected a Parliament 
to look after our interests. Before 
your member goes to this special 
session of Parliament make sure 
that he knows what each and every 
citizen of Canada, outside of Que- 


“On your head, in your hands, the! 


J. H. Gain. 
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Only with cutt : 
adversity does man achieve 


MONTREAL, MON. 


THE PUBLIC WILL BE THERE. 


A week of profound ages gy ci 
and vigor of Canada ee spas Sedna al 


day will mark the con- 


i small ways. : has, by 
ago and ve pee te how the issue » 
today, it is striking to no grace! broug, the: ree 
jls pox { the Government. At first there were 


sistance R the scattered suggestions op nd 
viduals tha T i wel wie yal these 
ly to Canada’s ove Ar u 
<P secs the Government brushed as 
“pas or with aloof replies. ie 
But public uneasiness opi B ae 
Jose bearing upon Canadian fa 
c 


vi 


tter of such 
d of such 


close relation to the effectiveness of the Canadian 
war effort could not continue to be remotely dis- 
missed. The crisis broke when the Minister of 
National Defence, a consistent defender of the 
Government’s manpower policy, himself went 
overseas to investigate conditions. The issue be- 
gan to consolidate when, on his return, he post- 
poned his scheduled press conference, and rumors 
came from Parliament Hill that the Cabinet was 
sitting in daily and heated debate. 

These rumors hardened into facts when Col. 
Ralston resigned. Since silence would no longer 
suffice, the Prime Minister spoke to the nation in 
a radio address marked by singular hesitance and 
contradiction. Then the issue was dramatically 
set when Col. J. L. Ralston, in a prepared state- 
ment, practically accused the Prime Minister of 
misrepresentation and bad faith. 

Now Parliament has been called, with Col. 
Ralston promising to be in his place. The Senate, 
at first omitted from the Summons, is now to meet 
also, with the result that there will be a full 
Parliament, capable of dealing with any issue 
and with any legislation. The situation is full of 
possibilities, and of developments which are not 
easily forseen, and which may not be in the 
power of the Government to control. Certainly 
no Canadian Parliament has ever med with public 
attention fixed more *searchingly upan its pro- 
ceedings,-The weight—and influence of this ex- 
adting public attention “cannot be dismissed, 

For whatever the. intricate uncertainties of the 
situation may be, one thing is perfectly clear, The 
people have now outgrown the Government's 
methods of alternating arrogance with confusion, 
It feels keenly that there has been altogether too 
much irresponsible secretiveness to this entire 
issue, It welcomes the meeting of Parliament, 
but it will be very quick to perceive any altempt 
on the part of the Government to use Parliament 
as merely another means of continuing ils char- 
acteristic manoeuvres, Having been so long sub- 
jected to high-handedness and evasion, the public 
is now interested only in truth and candor, in 
Plainness and honesty, in realism and action, 

e 
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RESERVISTS ARE VOLUNTEERS, TOO. 


In the currently intensive debate on military 
issues, in particular how the need for overseas 
reinforcements is to be met, there is apt to be 
both public and private confusion over the status 
of units of the Reserve Army. In some’ quarters 
the confusion even goes so far as to lump them 
together with the Home Defence Army as men 
who volunteered for service neither in Canada 
nor abroad, who are serving at all only as draf- 
tees, and who, it is now proposed, should be des- 
Patched overseas as replacements, 

_ This is quite wrong, and mixes up two entirely 
different and unrelated wings of Canada's mili- 
tary establishment, The Home Defence men are 
Physically fit, fully trained conscripts. The Re- 
serve Army units are made up of civilians who 
volunteer for part-time training and could not 
normally be used for combat service. The reserv- 
ists are in no sense draftees. Their enrolment is 
#s Purely voluntary as the enlistment of Active 

rmy soldiers for service any where, 

The vast majority if not all of the reservists 
ere neither suitable for active service nor eligible 
for call-up, because of being over or under mili- 
tary age, suffering from physical disability, being 


io the lower medical categories, or for other rea- 
ons. 


Rather than being the butt of misunderstand: | 


ing or of thoughtless criticism, the Reserve Army 
men are deserving of public approbation and 
encouragement. In a dogged, unselfish way they 
are performing an unspectacular, often dull and 
mostly thankless military duty. That duty is of 
community and national importance despite its 
apparently routine character. The reservists are 
maintaining the nuclear framework of the militia 
pean Which, through peace and war, is the 
foundation of an armed strength that can readily 
= expanded in times of nalional crisis. 
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from a 


excerpts from three 
21-year-old Canadian 
written to his parents 
; at a training camp in 
earning infantry method: 

erg 3 
t eges in the Cana- 


as an i S, the latter part 


rafts, ana it turned out to be 
e were not asked 
q toi eed to go to the hy ries 
‘Diveng ty told bluntly that we were 
> kat Tansferred and there was 
“Sh nothing that we could do about 
he Naturally, we raised a stink, 
a they were definitely not kid. 
q ke Bae Went as high as the briga- 
dtor a : A ody could do anything 
7| “I know thst I am damned well 
disgusted. I don't mind going te 
France, Italy or any other place in 
the world to fight, but I want to 
go with an outfit I know something 
about, As far as that goes, I could 
be a Zombie back home in Canada, 
but, unfortunately, I chose to go 
active and be kicked around by a 
)@amned rotten Canadian Govern 
>jment in an army overseas where 
you can’t do anything abon it at all. 
s\If the Canadian Army wants to 
treat their officers like that, then 
a|I want no part of it, and I'd rather 
-|be a N.RM.A. private hack in No. 2 
.|MLD. Toronto. 
Concern for His Men 
| ‘I don't mind being shot at, but 
‘I'm not any too fond of 40 men fol- 
jlowing me out to do a job that I 
iknow absolutely nothing about If 
|they wanted me to be an infantry 
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kenzie King, 
Prime Minit of Canada, 
ttawa. Canada | 
O Mr. Prime Minister: 
| We write as a group 
| Canadian housewives 
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sts Young Officer 


i | 
lofifcer, why wasn’t I trained es one |an 


neighbours ın North political or 


statement con- 
Can- 

at 
who has had 


rtunity of studying the 


from the start Instead of this farce 
of training us 48 armored officers 
and then when we've finished put 
us In the infantry? It’s wazy, ite 
suicide, and I want no part of It. 

“Six weeks to learn what it took 
the Ast Division fellows four years 
to learn, Go ahead, you figure it 
out, because we can't.” 

(This officer's father, an officer 
in the last war, pointed out that 
later letters revealed that the six 
weeks’ training Js made up of 54 
days a week — a total of 33 days’ 
training as an infantry offleen) 
"I'm afraid I wrote you a rather 

bitter Jetter from but sit 
expressed my sentiments right down ?} 
to the ground. I feel there Js no 
justification for the way we are be | 
ing kicked around and transferred 
to the infantry, I realize this ts no 
way for an officer to talk, an otti- 
cer who is supposed tò set an ex 
ample and obey orders he may be 
given, but I certainly feel we are 
being given a dirty deal and I know 
positively that the other boys share 
my sentiments, All I feel toward 
tbe army now is a bitter resentment, 
of the way we have been treated, 
Principle “Burning Us Vu” 


“It would be impossible for you 


[to know how we get to fecl over 


our own arm of the service, And 
then to be yanked out before even 
having a chance to prove that you're 
good or bad as the case may be. 
It sure is heartbreaking. We all 
know how the infantry had taken 
the hard knocks in this war, but 
why wasn't that realized and taken 
into consideration before we were 
trained in the armored corps? It's 
the principle of the thing more than 
the method that gets us and is 
burning us up — tbat combined 
with the way we were conscripted. 

“Its a good thing we all have 
a good sense of humor or we would 
all go wacky. . . . It seems too 
bad this had to happen all of a sud- 
den, though we could see it coming 
d we know we won't be the last.” 


LETTERS FROM READERS 


Open Letter on Reinforcements 
The Right Honorable W. L. Mac- 


ted N.R.M.A. men he sent overseas 
with no further delay: 
Yours very truly, 

ELIZABETH AISHTON 

FRANCES ANNE ARBUCKLE 

LILLIAN H. BEATTIE 

V. H. BEATTIE 

EDITH CALVIN 

HELEN L. COLBY 

G. FRANCES GEDDES 

Hany TUREN 

IRENE 

EVELYN _ F. MCCARTHY 

ANNIE G. MACGILLIVRAY 
KATE AISHTON MERCUR 
S, PUTNA 
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MILDRED WIGGS. 
North View Court, 
Montreal, November 18. 
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, long ago, the French-Canadian 
penale a a whole had been educat- 
ed correctly regarding the truths 
about this war, they would not be 
enduring the state of confusion and 
resentment which exists in their 
hearts and minds today. The 
French-Canadian regiments are 
composed of as fine a lot of men 
as any in the world. It was so in 
the last war, and it is so now. Let 
us be more calm in our handling 
of this situation; and more firm, 

What is done cannot be undone; 
there is not time now for walling 
over past mistakes, or for hesitating 
over a national issue because of a 
minority misconception about the 
true facts of this war. Let us with 
one voice put national military 
service across, and do It now, 
DORIS HEDGES 


Montreal, November 17, 


Col. Ralston for Premier 


Sir,—Mr. King, as Prime Minister, 
sland out as the man who, must 
be primarily held responsible dor 
the failure to introduce conscrip- 


e time 
and the] tion. Id b 
f Overwhelming pressure should be 
ardua: je brought upon , King to resiga- 


and ad he Governor General 
to recall” dolore! Ralston and as 
him to form a Cabinet. 

(Mrs,.) SUZETTE BOGERT. 


Westmount, November 16, 
Anaea Ce S) 


To the Prime Minister 
Ri. Hon, Willam Lyon Mackenzie é 


Kin 
Primo Nintster of Canada i 
Ottawa, Ontario, 
Dear Mr, Prime Minister: “dl 

Apart ‘from working very hare 
on tho St, Antolne- Westmount Pleb- 
iselte Commlttee—and believe me, 
I was a "Yes"-glri—I havo never 
taken any active part In politica, 
thinking, as mony of us do, tha 
it is a dirty business and a good 
thing to keep out of, However, 
When the results of sald plebiscite 
(a direct vole of all the people oh 
a measure submitted to them, as i 
determine a form of government 
are blundly ignored, then it is time 
for avtton: those 

T don't know how many of those 
telegrams from the War Depart- 
ment you may havo seen — those 
ones beginning, “Regret to inform 
you thal your—" but surely you 
must have friends whose heart 
has stopped for a minule at sight 
of one of thoso yellow envelopes, 
and have seen the anguish caused 
by the renlization that the son, | 
husband, father or brother repre- 
sented by the impersonal govern- 
mental number won't be back. If 
a Canadian soldier has to be patch- 
ed up and sent back into action 
three times, then there 1s certainly 
something wrong with our system 
of reinforcements and the people to 
whom these men belong cannot 
and will not stand for much more 
shilly-shallying and consideration 
of political expediency. a 

I cannot believe that the men of 
Quebec are shirking their duty— 
the record of the French regiments 
overseas is too inspiring a saga of 
courage to allow a right-thinking 
person to give credence to that 
idea. Surely the so-called zombies 
are suffering from poor leadership 
rather than from innate cowardice. 

It is increasingly apparent that 
reinforcements are desperately 
needed overseas and this situation 
can only be rectified by immediate 
and decisive action here and now. 
Our men need reinforcements— 
then let's get them over there. as 
many as possible and as soon as 
possible. 

Canada’s war record has been 
magnificent—but please, Mr, Prime 
Minister, don't let it be in spite of 
rather than because of our Gov- 
ernment. I don’t know anything 
about the intricacies and machina- 
tions of party politics, but I do 
know this—if there is anything 
that you can do to shorten this 
bloody war—(and I use that parti- 
cular adjective with feeling)—and 
you fail to do it—then that poli- 
tical future about which you are 
reportedly so worried won't be 
worth a plugged nickel, : 


ALICE G. CIPRIANI. 
Westmount, November 18, 


‘CLAIM CARDINAL 
‘STANDS BEHIND 
CONSCRIPTION 


s 
1 
Ottawa, Nov. 19 (Staff).—A ‘stand 

for compulsion In overseas army g 
service is reported here today to|‘ 
have been taken by Cardinal Vil- y 
leneuve at a private luncheon Sat- 
urday in Windsor Hotel, Montreal |: 

The Cardinal late last week re- 
turned from a two months’ fact- 
finding tour of the Western and} 
Mediterranean fronts. 

It Js stated here that Cardinal)” 
Villeneuve spoke with the utmost 
candor and flatly advised his listen-|_ 
ers that grave things were in the] 
offing before the war is over, and} 
j/that Canada must stand by the} 
{British and United States forces to 
[the point of conscription for over-fi 
.| Seas. 

:|Must Stand Together 

He is reported to have key-pointed 
lhis views on compulsory service 
‘lwith a frank and insistent claim], 
that the tolerant nations on race 
and religion must, at this time, for 
their own. salvation and protection 
of their liberties, stand together to 
the limit, 

War Services Minister L. R. La- 
Fleche took the Cardinal to the 
meeting, even as he was in attend- 
ance on his Eminence at a meeting 
of military men on Friday, a few 
hours after he had. flown in from 
the United Kingdom, At that meet-|' 
ing Cardinal “Villeneuve advised 
that he had gone to the fronts to 
see for himself what was happen- 
ing. i 

He was quoted: “I am not taking 
any attitude pro or con, but you 
cannot fight this war by condensing 
the horizo non this continent, The 
Nazi has got to be completely de- 
feated or there will be no peace for 
our way of life.” 

Cardinal Villeneuve’s attitude to- 
ward conscription was reflected in 
& sermon in Westminster Cathedral 
on Sept. 24 to'a congregation of Ca- 
nadian servicemen. He said: 

“That spirit of sacrifice and de- 
votion finds its highest expression 
in those who courageously have en- 
tered active service on land, on sea 
„Jand in the air. We owe a tremen- 
.| dous debt of gratitude to you who 
.{are bravely rendering such admir- 
able service to their country and 
to humanity in general.” 
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Demanding Action on Draftees 
Corps Resolution Goes to MP's 


Every member of Parliament has 
received from the Ontario Com- 
mand of the Canadian Corps Asso- 
clation a copy of the resolution 
passed at the recent Corps conveff- 
tion, demanding that the King Gov- 
ernment make the draftee army 
available for service anywhere, Mr. 
King should either enact legisla- 
tion to make this possible, or retire 
from the political scene, the reso- 
Jutlon declared. 

n an accompanying letter o 
the signature of Stanley Harpham, 
Ontarlo president, it Is pointed out 
‘hat when Col. J. L., Ralston was 
dismissed from the Cabinet, “an 
honest and Informed Point of view 
was rejected in favor of a combina. 


tion of dictatorial power and ad- 
mittedly uninformed egotism.” Such 
an attitude must not be permitted 
to determine the destiny of Cana- 
dian fighting men, President Harp- 
ham continued. 

The resolution calls upon the 
King Government “to act according 
to the principles of our democratic 
System and follow the dictates and 
wishes of the majority of the 
people." 
eh a E, 


a eee, 
rods. in: Britain ollo 


nfed and dis. Ja 
+) aý home fri 
` ‘om overseas yester. 
ments n-d day. Por: oulour. POSE. their 


names cannot be used. 


ed 


e situation $8 disgraceful,” 


ae pone of the officers, "Some of 
Wa Oys in England have been back 
evan lon, wounded two, three and 

n four times when thore are 70,- 
Teei eee men in Canada. They 
thee at anyone Who comes through 
tha ‘ter Lighting of today is lucky, 
n that they are entined to a 
chance for their lives, 

‘The main trouble is not with the 
aen Who are sent in to reinforce 
EA men. God knows they are 
; ‘fighting, willing, brave, but 
Mees ae haven't got the experience 
feiren antrymen, They are trans- 
ia men trained as machine-gun: 
Ae and artillerymen into the in- 
\rantry in every battalion, not just 
my own unit,” he sald. 

Resentment Reported 


“You know the picture,” 
| 0 1 m” said an- 
aer Officer. “I can't talk about it 
rause of endangering my army 
jereer, but every one overseas is 
poen nd resents the zombie army 
& ns ept in Canada when it mgiht 
{Well go overseas and give some of 
our Nard-fighting men a rest,” 
Paying tribute to French-Cana- 
jaian regiments overseas, another 
ethcer Said: “They hate the zom- 
ges as much or more than we do. 
Such outfits as the Royal 22nd and 
Chaudieres have done a marvelous 
Job and are still doing it, but they 
a Setting tired of being constantly 
meee when they should be given 
“I've seen Major Conn Smythe's 
Statement—we all have, over there,” 
| Said another returned man. “He 
Was quite right. Col. Ralston knows 
it and Mackenzie King knows it. 
Just wait until some of those lads 
get back from overseas and see 
what they have to say about the 
Government.” 
While all 


members of the 


re- 
turned party declined to discuss 
the “warning” they had received, 


lone of them did admit “a senior of- 
ficer from ‘CMHQ’ at London had 
‘spoken to me’.” 
Block Busters Hit Hard 

All declared “Jerry hasn't shown 
|any sizns of quitting, but things 
are going well with us,” and paid 
tribute to the air support. “The 
block-busters are simply awful,” 
s:id Lieut. K. J. McGregor, Kee- 
| v atin Ave. "But the things we liked 
it watch are the rocket-armed Ty- 


| 
i 


phoons. They come in with a shrill, 
eerie scream and eyen we used to 
get a bit jittery, although we knew 
they were ours. They blew German 
tanks right off the roads, and we 
frequently saw Jerries jumping out 
of their vehicles and running like 
mad when they knew the Typhies 
were out. The pilots are simply 
marvelous marksmen with their 

ckets.” 
P Teut McGregor, who injured a 
knee when he dived into a slit 
trench while “Jerry was being a bit 
nasty,” was most impressed by the 
block-busting tactics of the air 
force. "They are terrible. I saw vil- 
lages in Normandy knocked so flat 
that the infantry could hardly get 
through them. One of them we saw 
was just a mound of rubble, and we 
nad to climb in and around the de- 
bris to advance.” 
welcomed by Daughter 

Lieut. McGregor, who enlisted in 
Montreal 4%% years ago and went 
overseas last year, was given a big 
reception by his 2-year-old daugh- 

hirley. 

ter Pi: A K. Bradford, 477 Bay- 
view Ave. didn't seem terribly im- 
pressed by the “huzzbombs," In 
fact, unless you “were right irea 
you didn't know very much abou 
them.” He was sent home after pes 
ing in hospital for some mA ia 
and said: “Where I was we n 
see any of them at all. 
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hall Ras didn't want 
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got a big 
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Ts and men in a group which 


. Sutherland, 20 White- 
È to talk about 
but said, "It’s swell to be 


the party, which travel- 


children, said the 
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Gananoque, Nov. 19 (Special), — 
seorge T. Fulford, Liberal M.P. for 


seeds, has advised members of 
lanadian Legion Post No, 92, that 


ie is in favor of conscription. In 
nswer to a communication recent- 
y sent, Mr. Fulford replied as fol- 
ows: “I am in favor of conscrip- 


jon in spite of the fact that it 
oroved a failure in the last war. I 
consider it by far the fairest, most 
2quitable and surest way of raise 
ing an army or of obtaining rein- 
forcements.” d 

The Legion branch in ils letter 
to Mr. Fulford asked the following | 
question: “Are you in favor of im- 
mediately making available for 
overseas reinforcements the draft- 
ees called up for home defense, and 
will you pledge yourself to sup- 
port this policy and demand a're- 
corded vote in Parliament?” 
Pressure Exerted 


Hamilton, Nov. 19 (Staff) —Pres 
sure increased during the week- 
end on Hamillon members of the 
House of Commons to make known 
their stand on the conscription 
reinforcement issue before the spe- 
cial session Wednesday. The first 
batch of 6,500 postcards signed by 
ex-servicemen belonging to units 
affiliated with the United Council 
of Veterans reached the three 
members, T. H. Ross, Revenue 
Minister Colin Gibson and Ellis 
Corman. 

Also forwarded to the local 
M.P.’s were copies of-a resolution 
urging overseas conscription pass- 
ed at a meeting of next of kin of 
officers and men of M.D. 2 units 
held in Toronto, Mrs. E. Vaughan 
Wright, one of whose sons was 
killed and another taken prisoner 
at Dieppe, was among local women 
attending. 

In a radio talk last night, T. H. 
Ross, Liberal M.P., announced his 
intention of voting for overseas 
conscription Wednesday even 
against a majority of his party if 
the facts laid before the House 
showed there is an immediate need 
for reinforcements and that they 
can't be obtained by the voluntary 
system, Reporting ‘a more sober 
altitude” on the matter jn Ottawa, 
Mr, Ross attributed the furore in 
Toronto and Hamilton to "the 
rather hysterical] outbursts of a 
certain morning newspaper In. Tọ- 
ronto” 


Lives Sacrificed 
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QUEBEC SOON 
OPENS DEPOTS 


FOR RECRUITING) 


Montreal, Nov. 19 (CP)—Ma}j.- 
den, L. R. LaFleche, Minister of} 
National War Services, said here 
tonight that with the organization 
he helped set up In Quebec Jast 
week “It is evident that it Is pos 
siblo to send overseas a good num- 
ber of trained volunteers to main- 
lain the French-Canadian units! 
now Jn aclion when they will re-| 
quire reinforcements.” 

“More than ever, I am confident 
that French-Canadians wil! make it 
a point of honor to back up our! 
brothors and sons who are on the 
firing line,” he added. : 


“with reference to the problem 
of finding reinforcements for 


Fulford, Liberal M.P., 


Favors Conscription 
As Fairest Army Plan 


service and one of whom had lost 
a son. 

Mr. Ross said he would go to 
Ottawa with the Hamilton's “yes” 
vote in the conscription plebiscite 
in mind and that he would base 
his decision on the facts laid be- 
fore the members. 

A public meeting to discuss the 
conscription issue will be held in 
the music hall, Dundas, Tuesday 
evening. The Dundas branch, Cana- 
dian Legion, has sent a telegram 
to Ellis Corman, M.P. for Went- 
worth, asking him to announce his 
stand and urging him to press for 
a recorded vote in the House. 


Defends French-Canadians 


Vancouver, Nov. 19—The word 
“conscript” to a French-Canadian 
means “a convict,” Quebec Mines 
Minister Jonathan Robinson told 
the western meeling here of the 
Canadian Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgy, He implied that was 
Why the other eight Previnces felt 
Quebec had not seen eye to eye on 
conscription, 

An Englsih-speaking Minister, Mr, 
Robinson was interrupted by boos 
and catcalls when he appealed for 
tolerance toward French-Canadjans 
over the conscription issue. He de- 
clared Ottawa politicians had de- 
ceived Quebec for 25 years, and 
played with the Province as a politi. 
cal football, 


Liberal M.P. Reticent 


Cobourg, Noy. 19—Members of 
the Canadian Legion of Northum- 
berland County, through A, S. Mil- 
ler, zone commander, held a confer- 
ence at Brighton Saturday afternoon 
with William A, Fraser, Liberal M.P. 
for Northumberland County. Asked 
if he would vote in favor of sending 
the draftees overseas, Mr, Fraser 


French-Canadian regiments over-| 
seas,” ne said, “I have passed three} 
days at Montreal with the object 
of perfecting the organization) 
needed to attain our objective. The 
first appeal will be made to men} 
already in camps and trained; later 
we shall find it necessary to create 
a resefve of volunteers so that at} 
no time will be French-Canadian} 
regiments be threatened with al 
shortage of reinforcements, 
Confers With Commanders 
“While here I have had the privi- 
lege of conferring with Maj-Gen. 
A. E. Walford, adjutant-general of 
the Canadian Army; with Maj.-Gen. 
E. J. Renaud, officer commanding 
M.D. No. 4 (Montreal); with Brig. 
Edmond Blais, officer commanding 
M.D. No. 5 (Quebec), as well as with 
their staff officers. 
“I have also met the commanding # 
officers. of the different French- 
Canadian battalions and training f 
camps in the Province of Quebec 
and the Maritime Provinces. It is 
a pleasure for me to emphasize the 
spirit of collaboration they have 
demonstrated in our interviews. 
“It is necessary to act promptly. 
Nobody among us ignores the fact 
that we curselves must defend our — 
traditions and insure our survival. 

“Within a few days the entire 
question of reinforcements for over- 
seas will be reopened. All with 
whom I kave discussed the matter 
are convinced that when reinforce 


k 


ments are needed they will be 
available. E 
Recruiting Office 

“As proof of the co-operation 


which is being extended, the assocl-_ 
ation of veterans of the 22nd Bat- 
talion, Montreal branch, has offer- 
ed immediately to open a recruiting 
office. Needless to say, that offer 
Was accepted at onee and with m 
heartfelt thanks. i 

“Other units, whose prestige Is no 
less since Dieppe, Sicily and Hol-} 
land, are proposing to assist in the 
same way. In short order recruit- 
Ing offices will be opened in Que- 
bec Province, especially for the! 
benefit of volunteers willing to re 
inforce French-Canadian regiments 
Overseas 

“Every one will understand the | 
gravity of the moment. The%ppeal 
now goes out to those who want to 


said he was not prepared to commit 
himself until he attended the Com- 
mons session and saw what was to 
transpire. All county Legion 
branches have sent to Mr, Fraser 
a demand for action on reinforce 
ments. ‘ 


— 
Behind Boys Overseas 

Port Hope, Nov. 19.—Questioned 
by Legion members of Port Hope on 
his attitude toward sending draftees 
overseas, Frank Rickard of New- 
castle, Liberal member for Durham 
County, declared himself today as 


The East Hamilton member re- 


500 Warland Mall intimating that the lives 


of men overseas were being sacri- 


forcements, and leclared not even 


latement  substan-|Hurbu 


being “100 per cent behind the 
overseas.” 


for sending the draftees overseas, 


Sudbury, Noy, 19 (CP).—Dr, 
tise, Liberal M 


boys 
However, Mr. Rickard 
ferred to recent items in The Globe|did not say whether he would vote 


be soldiers and who are proud of 
their race.” 


the House of Commons by the Gov- 
ernment. 


No Politics, Women Decide 
Saint John, N.B., Nove. 19 (CP).— 
A resolution urging that home 
fense troops he sent overseas 
reinforcements was passed unani- 
mously Saturday at a meeting 
several hundred women of Saint 
John and vicinity, Mrs. W. Arth) 
I. Anglin, presiding, sald that 
Palitical parties are repre 
here this afternoon, all v 
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Politics and Human Lives 
Parliament assembles this week for a session 
of fateful significance. It will be one of those 
very rare occasions in Canadian history when 


the soul of the people lics at the mercy of the 
legislators. Indeed, there has been no precise 
parallel, for never before has the nation been 
summoned to sacrifices for a vital cause with so 
great fervor and been brought under political 
subjection with such arcent pleas for faith. The 
test of trust has continued for five full years. | 

The people know why this session is called. 
It is not to deal with fiscal policies, the routine 
of office, the hundred and one slants which a 
party majority can give to the hundred and one 
big and little things that count in the measured 
tread of ordinary political expediency. The cir 
cumstances are grave beyond consideration of 
all these big and little ordinary things. The test 
of trust. after five crucial years, has become a 
test of honesty. Today there is widespread dis- 
Gllusionment. What, the people ask, have we for 
our confidence in promises? Where is the na- 
tional equality we were assured, the fair and 
balanced effort we were led to expect from all 
parts of the country and all sections of people 
in total war, if we but waited and believed? 

It is two months since Major Conn Smythe, 
home from war, lying wounded in a hospital 
bed, felt obliged to tell the people of the adverse 
conditions under which brave young men were 
pattling and struggling for life in the war 
theatres. His statement was brushed aside at 
once by Government spokesmen and satellites as 
“politics.” Major Smythe spoke again, giving 
sources of information that could not easily be 
amea Ralston, the Minister of Defense, made 
no attempt at denial. Days elapsed. He went 

erseas and visited the troops. His report 
Py eht his resignation from the Government. 

“came to the conclusion that the only prac- 

Pe relief for the urgent situation which faced 


Š us to recommend that we draw on the 
trained 


à N.RMA infantry men pga 
maintaining as potential rein- 
ene, atl to have them on hand in 
ya battle areas at the earliest possible 
ge ” He could not get “any assurance that 
He Government as a whole considered that the 
aS Minister’s speeches (“not necessarily con- 
j PA but conscription if necessary”) com- 
ERARA the Government to this course. His 
aaoi Gen. McNaughton, spoke against eon- 
scription, as did Mr. King. 
dreds of letters from soldiers reached 
AATA and many went to other newspaper 
pts © A handful were published telling the 
tragic story in Canada's war history, of 
the boys were being Jet down, were placed 
Be now fighting line without sufficient training, 
gia jthout needed reinforcements, wounded 
a compelled to return to the front without 
proper es lated as volunteers. They do 
Deen They don't lie when they 


most 


k courage. 
T8. 
ve BWE of Canada who have been giving 
: ane nae and are, did not arouse themselves 
Oe teas’. They have weighted Major 
pees statement, Col. Ralston’s report, and 
es 5’ letters against the contradictory 
x e Government, and they have 
nclusion. The members of Par- 
ps menee to Ottawa knowing their 
e angered by the way in which 
t has abused their trust, 
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Parliament's Dut 


had adopted a policy of appeasement 


or compromise with Germany In the 
maintenance of 


Interests of the 


peace, When Germany  Invnded 
Poland, however, a situation arose 
under whieh any further compro- 
mises with Germany could only bo 
regarded as collusion and the aban- 
donment of the normal standards 
of honor of a nation, and war was 
declared by Great Britain and 


France on Germany, though these 
nations were aware, owing to their 
unpreparedness for wan that this 
declaration might prove disastrous 
and terminate thelr very existence 
as nations. In this erlsts they acted 
[as honorable nations, Irrespective of 
the consequences, and Franco has 
Since paid the fll penalty of her 
gallant and honorable action, 
We, in Canada, had the option of 
remaining neutral In 1999, thereby 
protecting the lives and Interests of 
our citizens, and following the polley 
adopted by Sweden and Elro, but 
we unanimously chose the honor- 
able course and joined Great Brit- 
ain, France and our sister Do- 
minions in war against Germany, 
and with the publicly announced 
intention of waging this war to the 
fullest extent of our power in men 
and material. 
Canadians Amazed 


It was therefore with horror and 
amazement that the average Cana- 
dian in this vast country of ours 
subsequently learned that our lead- 
ers had no intention of waging wat 
as promised, to the fullest extent of 
our manpower, but. had compro- 
mised with Quebec, and assured her 
Political leaders that war would be 
conducted on the unsound principle 
of volunteer service. In view of 
Col. Ralston’s recent disclosures re- 
garding adequate infantry reinforce- 
ments—a matter inseparable from 
the success and welfare of our men 
in battle—it is obvious now that 
this compromise with Quebec is in 
the same category as any compro- 
mise with Germany over Poland, and 
cannot be entertained by any honor- 
able nation. As Parliament, js to 
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Prior to the declarations of war 
in 1939 Greal Britain and France 


relnforeements under A voluntee! 


system It would be 
this system again a 
for war, 

This system of 
duced by a Britlah 
yenrs ngo to meel 
of waging a mino 


Northwest frontier of Indla, 


{los of any nallon na a 
method of waging 
powerful adversary, 
thoritles aro ogreed that the wat 


in South Africa 


sory Instond of a voluntary basis. 


Subsldizcs tho Shirker 

Itary authorities have also con- 
dane iho volunteer syslom as un- 
relluble In wat, as the supply of re- 
Inforcements rests entirely on the 
goodwill of all the people of a na- 
ilon and beyond the control of the 
Government, In the South African 
and 1014-18 wars tho yolunteer sys- 
tem broke down, causing unneccs- 
sary loss of men's lives, and there 
Is no posslblo ronson to assume that 
It will not do so under the excep- 
tlonally heavy stress and straln of 
this war, The authoritles of the 
great. military powers have con- 
demned the practice of waging war 
under this system as one especially 
wasteful of men's lives and jeopar- 
dizing final success, and the threc 
great maval powers of the world, 
Great Britain, United States ana 
Japan, have also recognized this 
fact, This system, moreover, is one 
that is fundamentally unjust, as it 
penalizes the patriotic man and sub- 
sidizes the shirker. f 
All the members of our veteran 
assoclations have seen with their 


ee 
Decide Between Honor and Trickery | 


well to examine 
nd Its sultabllity 


service wns Intro- 
Government 
the requirements 
e war ot n punt 


ilyo charactor, such as those on im 


f South and 


agalnat, (he natives o. d Linen, And wha. aredalsol 
j rien, It has never been) aware 
Norina Ao military authorl-| enormous casualties that will be 


suliable 
war ngalnsi. 4 
and these au- 


could have been 


Canada and he has|' 
5 no ycat Instead of]service from 

ter linten ty ER Joss casuallics| stated emphatleally ae our exist- 
rat Jad boon wapod on a compul-| ing relnformecents under the pres-|' 


from a visit to our fighting fronts. 
ge has consulled dependable and 
responsible officers In the fleld whe 
are undoubtedly In close touch with 
{he operations now Ìn progress, with 
those that will take place in driving] 
back Germany's advanced forces], 
protecting the positions she Intencs| 
to hold ull the last (such as the], 
Siegfried Line), and who are also 


encountered In breaking Germany's 
final resistance. Col, Ralston | 
also aware of the number of rein 
forcemonts we have overseas andj 
thoso subsequently available fo 


ent volunteer system cannot meet 
(ho demands for the replacement of 
casualties which our Canadian forces} 
are Mable to suffer. 
What Will Mr. King Do? j 
i King, the only Prime Min- fF 
Wer In te British Empire whol¢ 
has not visited our forces on anyji 
Ing front, intimated in his re- 
cent broadcast that he Js not pre- 
red to a 
prot powers in waging war; he fs 


us opinion o 
have fought in war under a volun- 
teer system, and he js not preoareáj 
to accept the most recent and au-| p 
thorltative advice of his own Min- 
ister of Defense, Col. Ralston, or 
chief of the general staff, Gen. 
Stuart. Unless Mr. King has 
changed his views overnight he has 
summoned Parliament to receive a 
vote of confidence or endorsement}y — 
of his stad on the volunteer sys: 
tem of waging war, apparently on 
the basis that the views of Quebec á 
on war are of greater importance toji 
Canada and our allies than the suc 
cess and welfare of our soldiers in 


own eyes on actual battlefields the 
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is a moment“for them to show thon en, This Letters to any member 
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of our allies. 


MONTREAL A.P.'s 


The current issue regardin 
overseas reinforcements an 
the calling of Parliament to 
deal with the problem, at its 
special 
morrow, has prompted many 


the Cabinet and their local 
Members of Parliament about 
it. To assist those who may 


names of their local Members, 
following is a list of M.P.'s, 
for Montreal Island ridings: 


Abbott, Douglas Charles (St. 
Antoine-Westmount) 
Bertrand, Hon. Ernest, KC. 


Bonnier, J. Arsene (St. Henry) 
Claxton, 
Lawrence-St. George). 
Cote, Paul Emile (Verdun) 
Denis, Azellus (St. Denis) 
Eudes, Raymond, (Hochelaga) 
Fauteux, Gaspard (St. Mary) 


Fournier, 
neuve-Rosemount) 


Healy, Thomas P. (St, Ann) 
Jean, Joseph, K.C. (Mercier) 


Marier, Elphege (Jacques- 
Cartier) E 


Toronto, Maj.-Gen. (ret.). 


session opening to- 


ns to write members of 


be familiar with the 


aurier). 


Hon. Brooke (St. 
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Sarto 


leche, Hon. L. R. (Outre- 
ont) 
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y. consider, 
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Minister.” Before it is too late tor 


capac! 

it tò a cynical government led by an 
astute political apponrer? 

re choice is ay Mali n maje, \ 
e he urgency for immediate rein» 

id of you, that you) forcements to be sent to the army 


overseas can No longer be denied} It 


stage of 


debate even for those who are may 


of the Kan anh, do not lose sight] ters in the art of evasive concen 
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recta, a i 
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issue:—Are our troops}Ment, Upon the outcome 

reinforced—or | coming week's sittings in the House 
obviously be-| of Commons depends whether Can- 
of our expen-| ada, at this perhaps mos 


of the 


supreme 


70,000 conscripted arı È í x 
~ my in| hour in the world war, will uphold 
Canada (anà why there are so|het army in the field and her honor 


few considered 


Another question arises| the living-and the dead. 


takes to fit youth for battle? 
ly it takes longer than pie ha 
Tue meantime our offensives 
sreteny held up, and our boys are 
facing ae Paneda that there are 
ticians, OFEN Pa 
Surely an adroit itici 
you admittedly are, egen 
writing on the wall, AU these men 
overseas can think, as well as 
die. It takes true greatness to ad- 
mit to failure, so before it is too 
late, change your policy now. Cease 
to pander to rabid politicians and 
office seekers. You insult Quebec. 
If you knew more of the real peo- 
ple of Quebec, you would realize 
that the spirit of sacrifice evinced 
by the French-Canadian troops, 
aa TA nenon is alive. i 
ut in e meantime, face 
facts, that our troops need to p 
backed up ‘Tight now. Change—and 
there is still a chance that poster- 
ity mzy call you great. 
MARJORIE BURKE ATKINSON. 
Westmount, November 20. 


Another Letier to Mr. King 


Sir, — We parents who have 
cheerfully and proudly sent our 
sons overseas, many of them never 
to return, have for five years 
watched your uirmings and dis- 
may.. You made a pre-election 
promise that you must know now 
you had no authority to make. As 
a result of the costly plebiscite 
taken two years ago, it was con- 
clusively proved that your promise 
was a mistake. The shackles were 
taken off and you were forced to 
move. You got a_plain answer 
and the baby was left on your 

r ‘You held a your nead 
high, hoping it would convenient- 
ly fade away and die. But it didn't 
die. Colonel Ralston’s report on 
conditions overseas has brought it 
back to life, and here it is again, 
justy and clamoring for attention 

A few months ago the serious 

ways strike was 
ben your Govern- 


the 
the strikers rea E i ie 


minds for them 

the settlement. 

had tne same 

evercised the powers 

the overwhelming 

of the plebiscite. e big majority of 
province wisb 


sacrifice, 
howling of 


re ona 
de uick an 
wid rest to our 
eas, 

LEX MUNRO, 


Montreal, November 18, 


A Matter of Honor 


Sir.As a 
try, Canada has sure 
ficlent mortification 
Minister resorting 
ties In the hope of 
which les sun-c 


Montreal, November 18. 
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ELSIE REFORD. | 


trained after four|in the eyes of the United Nations 
have to be explained or if, as a nation, she w 


or raw recruits (hot yer| condemned of breaking faith with 


NV stand 


21, 1944. 


EVERYBODY 


OUT OF STEP BUT OUR WILLIE 


RE IONE 3, 177y 
punted ang pupisnes o T 
COMPANS NNE: Y mepri Y 
ce, 1000 St Ans 
ne HA ` Pri 
mnecting ai tsa day 


dd Ein yi Mea G 
Nitphone tae 
A one p. 
Street Alan rN Wira aavan 


A, La 
Hui, London, BC. 4. 


West 44th Street, Gilman, Nicoll 
po uung Representatives Telephone 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 

t $12.00 ? 
pane, E Der year; 98.00 six month: 


5 Pi vet conceived an engine to 
th his own living bods A 


ompa: 
= —Anon, 
MO 


NTREAL, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 


ALLIED ARMIES CRUSH AHEAD. 
The sheer weight of the mass armies and 


the superiority of their equipment being hurled 


- Across the plain stands 
estern communications centre 
as been pounded relentlessly 
idst whose ruins the Nazis are 
anatical stand in defence of the 


of the Reich that h 
trom the gir and am 
likely to make a f 
Rhine. 

In the centre of the 4S50-mile line Metz is en- 
circled by the American Third Army; the last 
escape gap to the Saar Valley is reported to have 
een closed, and the streams of Nazi military 
refugees fieeing destruction have ceased. Far to 
the south, at the other anchor of the German line 
that covers the whole western face of the em- 
battled Reich, the French First Army has captured 
Belfort, the historic and strategic town that 
guards the vital gap opening into the Rhine 
y Thus Germany's thirty-mile-deep defence zone 
is breached at three main points in the system. 
And between these breaches town after town has 
given way before the tremendous pressure of the 
six allied armies whose forces are Spilling over 
the frontier. On the outcome of the battles being 
fought at this moment along the Rhine depends 
the length of the war; they have begun well, 

haps even better than could have been ex- 
ER but the tasks confronting our arms are 
Z tremendous beyond comprehension. 

The Germans have now indicated that the war 
4 e west is their main consideration; elite divi- 
= = moving from the eastern front to meet 

: oe alan from which there can be no retreat 
fi $ par in collapse. For the last chance that Ger- 


Á 
GAMBLING ON THE WAR'S LENGTH, 


t 
Behind all the discussion of the relnforcemen 

ent at Ottawa 
problem by the Liberal Governm eid cit 
there is a background of indecisiveness A mths 
the eager hope that the war is near Its end, age 
this hope stems the Government's oh ie an 
temporize and curtail rather than to ac Ve 
speed and thoroughness, This confidence tha - 
War is near its end obtrudes itself from time k 
time in partial explanation of the Governmen : 
adherence to its so-called voluntary system o. 
overseas military service, aai 

We have heard one member of Mr. King’s 
Cabinet tell an audience in Chicago that the con- 
scription agitation in Canada is not due to any 
real need for reinforcements but to a desire to 
make conscription an embarrassment for the Gov- 
ernment. Last Saturday this same theory was 
expressed on Canadian soil by another member of 
the King Cabinet, who declared that the war is 
won, and that the present “grave fanatical ex- 
plosion” in favor of compulsory overseas service 
is merely a political manoeuvre by the Govern- 
ment’s enemies. 

Three strong difficulties stand in the way of 
anyone who would feel disposed to take seriously 
the Government’s suggestion that the war situa- 
tion is such that the reinforcement need is not 
really urgent. 

In the first place, the hope for an early end 
of the war may well prove a delusion, A back- 
ward glance in any newspaper file will give in- 
numerable instances 


worthy man, declared that 
» absolute defeat to 
“Only God knows.” 


is successful defence on the 
a igh pee by the weather, by her 
short interior lines of supply and communication, 
by the fanatic determination of her people to 
on rb invaders of her “holy” soil to the west 
> re Te Allies, with “their superiority of 
rd a d mobile forces, can consolidate the 
m at effect penetration of the Saar and 
el Ruhr they will find the rewards high. For if 
the als of Nazi production can be obliterated 
ate lifeblood will be cut off, and a repeti- 
j T the tactics that liberated France will chop 
f pons Wehrmacht and with it the German home 
# ue a fast-moving war of manoeuvre. 
z that lies in the future. Today siege war- 
Dpr all its grimness is battering at the Nazi 
A The four American armies with the two 
gera. and French armies on their flanks, more 
ie prinese million men, are locked in deadly 
j oar Je with a determined enemy amid conditions 
; aitnke ould stagger the stoutest hearts. That the 
thak are not with them in this greatest 
i. Gann ote because they themselves have con- 
g” EFA an honorable chapter in the epic that is 
dina engrossed in history. 
ae Scheldt campaign was by all odds among 
The jest fighting of the war. Between An- 
P bleed Zeebrugge the First Army met with 
qwerp = that observers have termed more des- 
i Feaistance at Caen or Falaise. The liberation of 
`- perate H is recognized as a Canadian epic. The 
the Sche are now enjoying the rest they deserve, 
Canadians ill once more take their place in the 
but they w their comrades of the United Nations. 
line Sat time comes there will be pastes, 
ene reinforcements to replace pe ig 


ih 


th 


tor sober confidence, 


1 a lessening of effort, 
There is no escaping the plain fact that the west- 
ern defences of the Nazis still 


Nazi-held Warsaw, are still en- 

Harold Alex- 

front is prac- , 
hose who pro- ' 
rit x t its end, it is 

whether the wish is 

father of the hope. oe ae 


the Government's impli- | 


ties, 


utmost in enthusiasm 
Such hints from th, jse in > 
x A tee E n autho, do 
this country wi Sreuerity 
hich It has surely inet ening lead- 


Eht to expect. 


called for. 


Partment, acting 


described as an “expert” capa. 


maaa 
NOW IT SHOULD BE TOLD. : 
It is expected that at the forthcoming session 
of Parliament, Prime Minister King will table the 
correspondence leading up to the resignation of 
Hon. J. L. Ralston as Minister of National Defence. 
our opinion it would serve the public in- 
if this correspondence was amplified or 


terest 


Naughto 


of Gen. McNaughton's retirement, | 
advisable by the Prime Minister 
of the different parties in the 
©mmons, whom he called into confer- f 
ep the circumstances surrounding Gen. 
sughton's retirement secret for military or pa 
perhaps diplomatic reasons. f 


it was deemed 
and the leaders 
House of c 
ence, to ke 


But sur 
ton to acti 
in many 


in O even than that of commander of the 
Canadian Army, no sufficient or adequate reason 
Tan be put forward to hold from the public any 
longer the reasons for his return to Canada, and 


retirement i f the Can- 
adlan ent from the leadership o. e 


osition as he 
in what th 


NT 


a — 


TON THURSDAY 


n —____—_ aa G 


le Vancouter 


MAY HEAR 


Tories Would 
Prolong Session 


OTTAWA, Nov. 21—(CP)—Gordon Graydon, Progres- 


Sun 


> VANCOUVER, B. C., NOVEMBER 21, 1914 RR 


sive Conservative House leader, said ‘today in a statement 
that a party caucus this morning had “quickly decided that 
reinforements for the troops overseas must be dispatched at 
once and that the Home Defense Army should be made 


available for that purpose without risking a single day’s 
ae A 


tion Remar 


j 
F Nramiätic Turn in Controversy - 
Over Reinforcements for Army Ji 


IZERO HOUR’ 
IN OTTAWA 


The Vanceaver Sun Ott-wa Bureap 


| ‘OTTAWA, Nov. 

| “just - before - the - battle- 
Í Mother” atmosphere hangs 
] over Ottawa today. 

} There is still a definite, 
l paucity of real information 
| as to what is going to hap- 
| pen tom=srrow, 

Ths Members are trickling: 

| in and the snow is trickling 
f down and itsa depressing 


Developments that may rock the forthcomin 


session of Parliament on reinforcements for overseas 
came fast today. 


It was revealed in Ottawa by Norman MacLeod 
of British United Press that a major investigation and 
‘possible court-martial may follow statements by high- | 
ranking officers of the Sixth Division showing that | 
they differed with Defense Minister Gen. A. GL. 
poll | McNaughton over the policy of obtaining men by the 
Today’s special rumor is |volunteer system. 
that the financial interests ze ‘ 
| of Mcntreal and Toronto are The split between heads- of the division, including Maj.- 
arty Pact | Gen. G. R. Pearkes, and the Defense Minister was clearly 
! 1 L Ralstomand split the | Shojj7) at a conference calledjin:VancouversMonday by Gen, I 
| ‘They dont want a continu: feo he ee eth 
ence Ranking’ officers directly 
under Gen, Pearkes statèd at 
this conference that Home 
Defense men jn their com- |! - 
mands would not go overseas 
unless told to by Ottawa. / 
Another indication of the 
difference of opinion came 
from Gen. Pearkes on his re- 
turn to Vancouver from a 
conference with the Defense 
Minister at Ottawa. 


Gen. Pearkes, who had 


7 


| 
| 


w SERR a 


asà | 
pa eee 


i *4 heard the new Defense Min- 
=f A 2 ister’s plans for getting vol- 
i qT unteers and who had gone 


through an arduous cam- 
paign previously in an at- 

Z tempt to get them from 
Í | MAJ.GEN. G. R. PEARKES, VC among Home Defense troops 
lin B.C., was doubtful of success. 


$ 

é 

f Asked how he planned to get the new recruits, Gen. 

| |Pearkes said this: “God only knows, But we're going to 

| | have a try anyway. We've had a recruiting drive on through- 

i) | out the summer, and it's hard to devise new methods,” 

¢| The officers’ interview was regarded here as a major 
breach of Army regulations: and was recognized as bringing 
lat least one important group of army officers in open conflict 

| with Defense Minister Gen. A. G. L. McNaughton, who favors 

‘giving the voluntary system a “fair trial.” 


Er 


SS 


i o - 


The interview was given at a press conference called by | 
Maj.-Gen. Pearkes, VC, general officer commanding the Pa- 
cific Command, preliminary to. a meeting of the Division) 


Discussion Proh 


Observers sald the develop- 
ment is the most dramatic turn 
in the controversy over conscrip- 
tion for overseas service since 
the resignation of Col, J. L. Ral- 
ston as Minister of Defense, 

It was the first ume in the his- 
tory of the Canadian Army that 
service officers have gone on} 
record publicly as disagreeing 
with the policy of the govern- 
Ment or the Defense Minister 
they serve. 

Public discussion of govern- 
ment policy by army officers is 


expressly protdbiled by army 
regulations, 
e 


'|Hul] who formerly served on the 


Dişregard of this fact by 


ICersS/ 


Stand Backed 


OTTAWA, Nov. 21.—(CP)— 
The Ottawa Citizen said today 
that officers of the Regiment De 


West Coast with Home Defense 
troops, agreed with the state- 
ments expressed by a group of 
high ranking army officers at 
Vancouver that draftees would 
be “ready to go” once the gov- 


ernment issued: orders for over- 
seas service, l XK 


W officers called to discuss the recruiting problem. 


. b it d 

B.C. officers wss viewed in offi- 
cial Ottawa circles as creating 
one of the most serious situa-) 
tions in army discipline which 
authorities havs ever been called 
to deal with. 

Government sources were not 
immediately prepared to say 
what the results would be. 

They did not attempt to mini- 
mize the seriousness of the situ- 
ation and promised there will be 
“developments” during the day. 

Gen. McNaughton is expected 
to issue a statement shortly and 
there are hints that there will be 


ti- 
a full-dress departmental inves 
gation and possibly a court mar- 
tial. 


EFFECT ON COMMONS 

It is agreed here that the ala 
ments of the Pacific Coast off 
cers will profoundly affect pro- 
ceedings at the emergency ses- 
sion of Parliament opening toj 
the s lied t a 

he session was called to $ 
ade. the conscription and over- 
seas reinforcement jssucs# 

The possibility is recognized 
among government and Oppəsl- 
tion Members of Commons that 
despite the government's disin- 
‘ clination to hold a general elec] 
tion at the present time, ther 
may be no other way to solve thi 
controversy. 

The interview given by Sixth 
Division officers was neld just 
before the officers went into pri- 
vate conference at Vancouver 
with Maj.-General G. R. Peat kes, 
Commander-in-Chief edi 
Joast defense, to discuss Spe 
ing up enlistments of Home 
fense troops for oversea 


The officers expressed the con. 


ji s little hope of 
viction that there Is lit Raive 


obtaining volunteers for 


Service from 


order them overscas. 
PEARKES UNPERTURBED 


of Pacific 


De- 
s service. 


the ranks ‘of oa 
draftees and that the manent 
Waiting for the governme 


5 


Nhen advised of reports of an 
n sendihg fara hrs of Mon 
day's news conference, 
Pearkes refused comment, 
appeared unperturbed. 


but he | 


l 


| 


t ìs assumed that 3 > 
sh > 
Sur the view of his Officers |) 
> the bottom of the volunteer | 
arrel has been scraped clean. 
Se Previous statements indi: | 
sack his, as docs the fact that he | 
ae SO far as to allow the press | 
x erview at which the officers | 
aired their own opinions, | 
“SO MANY TIMES’ H 
Further, a Statement iss: i 
day from the General's aea i 
cussing plans for the implemen. 
tation of Gen, MeNaughton's 
Policy states that the officers 
realized the difficulties there 
Would | be in overcoming the 
Prejudices of men who have been 
appealed to so many times.” 
Gen. Pearkes has, since 
adashas been at war, chanb 
poned ihe causo- at the aetive | 
aTMy and appealed to Home Ds 
tense troops in Pacific Command — 
to. “go active.” j 
“WORTHY OF UNIFORM” | 
Since the invasion oi Europe 


Can- 


TACKLING REINFORCEMENT QUESTION—Four high- 
ranking officers of the Sixth Division are pictured at a 
conference held Monday which has brought a new and 


officers absolved home defense troops of all bles jg | 
the problem of securing overseas not Fo i 


ing the responsibility on the government. From lef gre; 


‘ c A ig. J. F. Preston, Brig. È p 
he has given new emphasis to spectacular turn in the conseription crisis. At the Col. H. A. te a seni 

int need for reinforcemenis, meeting called by Major-General G. R. Pearkes several Musgrave and Brig. R. R. 

stfengthening his appeals to — J 


t= = 


non-active men in nis command. 
Last April in addressing mem- 

bets of the Pacific Coast Militia 

R4ngers át Vicioria, Gen. Š 

Péarkes declared that “no man 

is’ worthy to wear the khaki uni- D f 

form unless he is wiling to wear ry ome e e nse e n 

it anywhere, to give 100 percent G 

mie ieni Sines a Method of attempting to obtain overseas reinforcements 

am pleading w ome de- hpn P a 

Tene cae a go active in or. from Pacific Command Home Defense troops through in- 

Ger that we may finish the wor dividual “approach” by officers to each man was decided 

this year’ Gen —Pearkes said at 
ae 


Note to Zombies: British women ar 
manning the Allied anti-aircraft guns 
Europe. 

a 


It is a queer commentary on the com: 
plexity of modern warfare that Canada i 
riven by controversy over infantry reinforce- 
ments at the very time that its air force]| 


F š z atog š i x Sy opÌ Sore. 5 pem . | 
upon by high-ranking Sixth Division officers conferring in undergoing large-scale demobilization. | 
. S VIS Vancouver Monday. ae $ 
TRIQUETS VISIT : = 
Following this appeal a whole Ful realization by the officers INFANTRY GREATEST NEED la 
regiment of former Home De of “the difficulties that there | “The improved strategical sit- 


fense soldiers paraded before would be in overcoming the prej-|, Uation in the Pacific will enable |» 


Gen. Pearkes at Gordon Head as 
an active service unit. 

This was a unit of a brigade 
which proceeded overseas. 

Gen. Pearkes was joined in 
that campaign by -Major Paul 
Triquet, VC, hero of the war in 
Italy. 

As a direct result of appeals 
måde by these two VC winners 
2000 Home Defense troops turned 
active in the month of June in 
Pacific Command. 

Reports have also come from 
England that a group of the 13th 
Brigade under Brig. H. S. Malkin 
js anxious to get into combat. 

Most of the men in this group 
were former’ Home Defense 


udices of men who had been ap- 
pealed to so many times this 
year” marked the important par- 
ley, according to a statement re- 


leased by Maj.- Gen. G. R. 
Pearkes, VC, general officer 
commanding in chief, Pacific 
Command. : 
Maj.-Gen. Pearkés said that 


“no attempt will be made to ap- 
peal to large gatherings” of 
troops. 


| PEARKES’ STATEMENT 


The statement issued from his 
office follows: 


“Following the conference of |` 
senior officers held in Vancouver 


on Monday, Major-General G. R. 


Hmm A n 


the units of the ,6th Division to 
concentrate upon their role of 
training reinforcements for the 
Army overseas and in order to 
make this as effective as pos- 
sible certain reorganization and 
regrouping of units will take 
place, 

“Since the need for infantry re- 
Inforcements is the greatest sp 
cial emphasis will be placed unon 
the training of the infantry sol- 
dier and some units that hereto- 
fore have been ‘trained in other 
arms of the service such as ar- 
tillery, engineers and army serv- 
ice corps will now concentrate 
on infantry training,” 


s who signed for active Pearkes, VC, CB, DSO, MC, 
poe after bene addressed by, GOC-in-C, Pacilic Command, an- 
Gen. Pearkes in Vernon. nounced. that- plans -hads been 


considered to ete ie 

SAU ON WAITING McNaughton’s policy of obtain- 

sg Nov. 21—(CP)—De-| {ng reinforcements Ior the Cana- 

fense Minister McNaughton said! dian Army Overseas by volun- 
today that until he had “full 


tary enlistment from among the 
knowledge of all the facts and trained NRMA soldiers in the 
circumstances” ne could make 


Pacific Command. 
ment on statements in) “General Pearkes stressed the 
Er E last night by-a group| urgency of the requirements and 
A A hizh-ranking officers of the stated that there nust be a great 
it Division that «ne voluntary increase jin the tumbers volun- 
Seated of overseas enlistment teering than had been evident 


would not work. since General McNaughton’s ap- 


Montreal Legion Urges 
Send Draftees Across’ 


MONTREAL, Nov. 21 
The Montreal District he 
the Canadian Legion at a mect- 
ing last night called on residents 


of the Montreal area « executive considered the reques 

Gen. McNaughton said in a peal was first moe, i e de- their right as voters” R wie ft pe Three Rivers, Que., branc 

statement that he expectet qo mand is to be pes H t je short their members of parliament de h Hae Legion has passed a reso 

receive a “full report ace m time that is yel considered avall- manding the immediate use otli lon disapproving the stand o 

aloes statements, mark ar a ablo, draftees for overseas reinforce. PE Provincial council which fav 
press conference, during the ay. “Many valuable suggestions ments and "the full use of 


were put forward by the differ- RA 
ent officers commanding, who 
were fully alive to the urg : 
of the need, but a'so realized the I 
difficulties that there would be 
Jn overcoming the prejudices of 
men who had been appealed to so 
many times this year, 


Power until victory is won,” 
Meantime the executiy ti 

Jean Brillant, VC, branch of the 

Legion, in a letter 

Dominion Command 


action of the Dominion i 
mand in asking its Som 


j own, P.E.L, t 
“The men will be approached] ¢ Vre membersi ee Parliament action of the Legian Dante 
i Individually by thelr owp officers troops for overseas hie ieee Command. 2 
the and no atlempt will he made to ° “untimely.” vice was T, milton, Ont., women urged í 
Cana. ppeal to large gatherings. ie » «1. ROSS, »P, | 
pt P thera ree gal slogs. ce The letter said that the ‘repu- scription” M.P, to support: con- t 
: NO cocreleñis to he used { 
es. be used and that! J 

line b that A all will be Igon the need of!' Te, See | 
When reinfc thelr Services “ind Ahe paretiea)} 7 
and the b benefits 10 thelr own. future byè 
available. Becoming volunteers a'y enjoy-|# 

ing the full opportuni | 


cessiul reestablishment in civil | 


af 


‘THE PRIME MINT: 

the advice of the Mae eee 
and decided to prolong the hybrid sys- 
tem of one-foot-in one-footoul con- 
scription. Later he made an ultima- 
tum to the draftees, or zombies, He 
said: Enlist for overseas service now 
of your own free will, or you will be 
pe to go anyway! ` 

That ultimatum has had } s 
able effect of not foetal E 
enlistments, but of reducing them. 

The official figures for the Pacific 
Command for the first two weeks of 
November tell their own story, There 
were only 362 enlistments all told. Of 
these 261 men were raw reeruits—that 
is, youngsters “going active’ immed- 
iately on call up. They need six months 
to fit them for real soldiering, There 
Were §2  switchovers from zombie 
ranks—but from other branches of the 
Service than the trained ‘infantry. 
There were only 19 trained infantry 
zombies who voluntcered to go active. 
That is not enough to reinforce a 
Single company, 

* k a 

WHEN ONE TALKS TO THESE 
men face to face one finds that they 
are just about like the rest of Cana- 
dians. Those with all the data tell me 
that physically they ave at least the 
equal of the men in ihe army overseas 
—and believe it or not, but it’s true— 
their average 1.Q. is higher than the 
average for the army asa whole, The 
IQ., as everybody knows, is the Intel- 
ligence Quotient — or rating which 
psychologists use to measure a per 
son’s mental equipment to meet the 
problems of everyday life. 

Why then, everybody asks, do these 
men not volunteer? The chief reason 
is that which some politicians at Ot- 
tawa simply refuse to face. That is, 
these zombies actually want conscrip- 
tion. Only conscription. they feel, will 
pee them out of the nasty corner they 

in. 

Most of these men (sixty percent, 
the investigators say) are what you 
might call prisoners of their own 
womenfolk. They have promised 
mothers or wives or girlfriends that 
they “won't go till they are forced to.” 
That is—their womenrfolk take the at- 
titude that most pecple take in coun- 
tries where there is conscription. They 
wont consent to let their men “go 
hunting fcr trouble.” Neither will 
these men run away from their plain 
duty when they are made to face it. 

* ok 

ANOTHER REASCN WHY THESE 
men have refused to “go active” _is 
that they could see through the slick 
political trick that the government was 
always playing at their expense, The 
government first conscripted them for 
what some call the zombie service but 
which might more accurately be called 
“useless conscription?” They were 
shackled to the army machine. They 
were in uniform. Their only real frec- 
dom was to choose 10 go active or to 
be held up to shamefi! insults. They 
were like the people whom the author- 

ities in England used to put in_ the 
stocks in the village squares. Witn 
Jegs and arms fastened they could not 
defend themselves. The general public 
was supposed to play its part by hurl- 
ing rotten eggs and old vegetables, not 
{o mention sticks and stones, at the 
unfortunates. 
— which itself 
The government |= obey the plebi- 
lacked the courage is te th 
scite—put huge advertisemen e 


= 


——————————— 

Opinions expressed in this column 
are those of tha writer and not 
necessarily subscribed to or en 
dorsed by The Vancouver Sun. 

SSS 


newspapers entitled 
the Guts?” 

x k OO 

THERE IS NO PARALLEL BI 

tween the present shuation in Canada 

and that when conscription was intro 

duced in 1917. The present conscript 


do not have to be enrolled and trained, 
They are already in the army, 'Therfs 


are more of them than there ave ina 
the actual first line regiments in th 
entire five Canadian divisions Jn Ho 
land and Italy. 

The experts who: saw them In actio 
this year at Wainwright, Alberta (do 
ing intricate manoeuvres in sight o 
military observers from many coun 
(vies), say they never saw a keener, 
finer bunch of soldiers. 

Maybe these men got the wron 
slant on life during the bleak years o 
the depression, Maybe many come 
from homes 


listment—obviously they are Ignorant 
of the real issues in this war—but 
against it, But im any 


action. 
If they get conscripted honestly they 
will go and do as well as the conscripts 


of Britain, Russia or the United States! 


have done. But they won't go unless 
they are conscripted—and unless the 


MP's face that fact our men overseas 


won't get the reinforcements the 
need. 


destiny for several decades. 


It is possible to reduce the problem to 
Ignoring many 


one of military dimensions. 
important issues and rivalries, 


picture Mr. King saying that the question 
here is altogether one of high military 
If General Mc- 
Naughton continues to say that there is no 
problem but what can be met by the volun- 
teer recruiting method and that conscrip- 
tion is undesirable, considering all the con- 
ditions and circumstances, the Prime Min- 
ister could announce that he intends to ac- 
It may not be as simple 
as this, but that is the essential proposition, 
having regard, too, to the threat of serious 
trouble with Quebec as the alternative. 
Mr. King has done well in the war as 
the leader of this dominion and we can- 
not lightly dismiss the arguments he can 
adduce against compulsion at this period in 
All over the world we have 


judgment and advice. 


cept that advice. 


the conflict. 


"Have You Got 


Where the social and 
family pressure is not in favor of en- 


3 event, these 
68,000 Canadians have the makings of 
as fine soldiers as ever went into 


What course 


~ Army Methods 


Editor, The Sun: Sir—With 
pros rth cons of the battle of “the Ins 
ait outs” over conscription, it Is very 
Nard to gel # true pleture of actual re- 
forcement needs, ; 

' How acute these are only a very few 
outside the General Staff should know. 


Yol, from the volume of letters pour- | 


ag into the pross of the country, 
DE goid In B.C, Is fully conyersin 
with the, or what should be, a closely 

warded secret, Perhaps there is an 
acute shoriage of reinforcements. 
uch be the case there can be no ques- 
tlon that the government should do 
everything In Its power to provide the 
necessary trained men, 

However, In connection with any 
possible manpower shortage it would 
seem as if the full fighting strength 
of the overseas Canadian forces ds not 
utilized Jn the best way. For example 
—If, Instead of having one Canadian 


all the 


| 


Corps In Italy and the other in Hol- | 


Jand, the two were to be united, as it 
was always Intended they were to be, 
there would be considerable saving in 
personnel, 

For it is well known that when two 
forces are operating apart, both must 
maintain separate lines of communi- 
cation troops, extra administration 
and supply, medical services and many 
ethers. All this means ene of 

en available for the fighting line. 
“ DON MAGEE. 


os t imin 


Editor. The Sun: Sir, —In view of 
the tremendous pressure being ex- 
erted in an effort to get the Zombies 
overseas, what about detaching the 
impets from the universities? R 
It would be, for them, a blessing in 
disguise, as it would save them from 
being haunted all their lives by the 
knowledge that they had shirked. 
That they should be deferred is rì- 
diculous. FULL CONSCRIPTION. 


Universities) 


4 . , „EDITORIAL PAGE OF THE VANCOUVER SU 


The Vancouver Sun, Owned and Operated by Vancouver Pr 


anada’s ‘Irish Question’ 


À A major crisis in Canadian history is to 
| be faced in Ottawa this week. 
the government adopts may mark our 


that Quebec accept an abridgement of its 
claims; that it waive any real or implied 
undertaking dating back to Confederation 


that French-speaking people would not be 


called upon for overseas military service. 
It is a happy omen of possible success 


you may that Cardinal Villeneuve conferred Friday 


in Montreal with 


ence. 
con (on conscription) ,” 


Conscription, 
ught with meaning, 


declines to agre 
rest of Canada? 


We in the West 
manufacture our 


trade with the Eskimos! 


I military men. 
Canadians Pay close attention to His Emin- , 
I am not taking any attitude pro or 


Well, we can get alon 


French- 


the Cardinal said, 


“but you cannot fight this war ~ 
T the horizon to this sont othe 
k e very “horizontal condensation” which 
Ccounts for Quebec’s present hostility to 
so the Cardinal’s words are 


This is 


But if Quebec fails to lift its horizon and 
c to a new reunion with the 


g without Quebec. 


will have ample capacity to 
own textiles, 


Let Quebec 


vivid examples of the destruction that can Sane trouble in Canada is that we have 


be wrought by civil war. And 


we must remember, are tarred with at least 
some blame because we did not insist on 
universal national selective service in the 


first place, 


But this solution, which may be the 
method that Mr. King will stay with, leaves 
This situation 
is not to be tolerated longer than emergen- 


Quebec the boss of Canada. 


cies dictate, _ 


When tHe war is‘over, apada 


dress herself to this problem. 


na for all. 2208. propgsa! 


ot in any 
spirit of brutal reprisal, but witha view to 
settling the question of Canadian unity once 
should be made 


he. el, aus 


all of us, 


world—we live so 
people forget we h 
us to fight for it, 

But you don’t cut 
your face, 


strife at home, 
correct in his jud 

while at this juncture t 
must ad- When Hitler’ is 


we have developed 


appropriate, if 
a Ate to) meyen it A 


veloped so rapid] ily i 
+ y and easily into such a 
splendid country—it is the ws of the 
pleasantly that some 
ave the obligation also on 


While off your nod to spite 
Gee We are fighting in Eur- 
ope, it is important not to engage in serious 
Mr. King may be right and 
that it is not worth 
a to torce a showdown. 
j inished off, then will 

ve, the time to consider the “Irish question” 
in Canada e 
need be, forceful ‘nesses j 


2 


A 


Tle» “ERT nan tara 
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IS 


) 
NATION'S WEALTH) 


D ARLIAMENT meets today to decide the |; 

%  yeinforcement issue. Across the country |! 

the pros and cons of the issue have been |! 

debated, in some cases with some heat and 

“pot a little confusion of thought- The Mem- 

bers arriving in Ottawa, however, must by 

now bave clearly in their minds what it is 
they have been called to do, and those not 
motivated by purely political cansidere-Hons 
yill doubless have decided what position to 
take on the floor of the House and in the 
division, if one is called. 
we say the issues are clear. Parliament 
s is to decide one thing, and one thing only: 
Whether or not draftees trained as infantry 
yeinforcements should be sent overseas imme- 
diately to meet the emergency ins Govern- 
ment admits is likely to exist within a short 
That is the issue, and it should not be 
aerate on the floor of the House or else- 
where by other, irrelevant, considerations. 

F. As to the attitude the Members aes 
adopt, that too emerges clearly from the 
facts that have been put before the nation. 

the Prime Minister and General Mc- 
TRA the new Minister of National 

2 ae have declared, in agreement with 
~ caas palton who lovestigaled the overseas 
BA situation, that an infantry reinforcement 
: rgency will arise in a sbort time. They 
aa also, that in this country there are 
8,000 draftees fully trained as infantry and 


: available as 

: feren’ 
; = gn all of these should be avail- 
able as reinforcements later. 
H These draftees were trained to meet jus 
b an emergency- Jn the plebiscite of 1942 
; a Government obtained a clear mandate to 


them should an emergency arise. That 
use 


emergency !s 
ment itself an 
‘hesitatuo! 
trained to meet it. 


ee sese 


It is agreed, also, that the infantry re- 
ents needed overseas can be found |g 


reinforcements. An additional |' 
t stages of Infantry train- |' 


eseane--7* 


now admitted by the Govern-|, 
d tbere should therefore be noj; 
n about employing the men specially |! 


has already undertaken a campaign | v 
ado “French-Canadian draftees to}! 
On the other hand, commanding 
officers of Pacific Coast units declare that 
the draftees there will not volunteer hut |d 
Would obey a Government order to go. 
Persuasion of these men ia not tho Issue 
before Parliament, gt will tako timo to 
persuado them, and tho country cannot be 
certain that in the long run a aufficient num- 
ber will volunteer to mect tho emergency. 
It should be remembered that although per- 
Suasion is being exercised on all draftees LO} |, 
volunteer, the emergency need extends only | y 
to the 8,000 draftees fully trained as infantry | o 
and the additional §,000 partially trained, | 8 
Theso aro the men tho country needs, and 
needs now. It would therefore bo patently 
absurd to pin the national hope of providing P 
infantry reinforcements on tho mere possi- | t 
bility that a sufficient number of these i 
? 
) 
( 


draftees will come forward willingly. The 
emergency is too close upon us for that. 

Remember, too, that our general overseas 
effort is not in issue. That effort has been 
Magnificent for a country with Canada’s 
Population, To have raised close to one mil- |! 
lion men by the ‘voluntary method and to 
have 750,000 of these still in uniform js an 
achievement of no mean order, General re- 
inforcements for those. of the 750,000 who |. 
form the First Canadian Army are ayallable; 
infantry reinforcements -only may be lacking 
in a short time. 

This is the picture Parliament will have | 
before it. We repeat, it should not take 
Parliament long to make up its mind what 
to do. A long debate is unnecessary. If the 
Members stick to the real issue before them, 
a decision can be reached in a vety short 
time, 


Will Use No @occien 
West Officers Decide 


Vancouver, Nevember 21, —0— 
Senior officers of Pacific Com- 
mand decided at a conference 
here yesterday that no coercion 
will be used in attempts to im- 
plement Defence Minister Mc- 
Naughton's policy of obtaining 
overseas reinforcements by vol- 
far enlistments from ameng 
tealned Home Defence troops, 

In a prepared statement {ssued 
today, Maj.-Gen. G. R. Pearkes, 
general officer commanding in 
chief, sald he had stressed to the 
meeting that "no coercion is to be 
used and that all will be told of 
the need of their services and 
the practical benefits to their 
own future by becoming volun- 
teers and enjoying the full op- 

ortunities of successful re-es- 

Tablishment in civil life, 

“The men will be approached 
individually by thelr own ot- 
ficers and no attempt will be 
made to oppeal to large gather- 
ings,” the statement said, adding 
the different officers command- 
ing “realized the difficulties that 
there would be in overcoming the 
prejudices of men who had been 

appealed to so many times this 


cor.’ 

y Gen. Pearkes emphasized the 
urgency, of the requirements and 
sald there must be a greater in- 
crease In {he numbers volunteer- 
ing “than has been evidenced 
since Gen, McNaughton's appeal 
wat first made,” the statement 
said, 


a Pa 
DISSOLUTION SBBN| 


Believed Almost Inevitable as | 
Rebellion Widens 
ASSURANCE IMPROBABLE 


t 
7 
—_e 


. 
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Even Stout Supports of Re- 
gime Said Unlikely to Accept 


f 


tive Statement — 
Prospective a | 


t 


By F. C. MEARS 
(Gazette Resident Correspondent) 

Ottawa, November 21,—An early 
dissolution of this nineteenth par- 
liament seems inevitable whether 
there is a- last-minutè conversion 
of Premier Mackenzie King and 
Defence Minister A. G. L. Me 
Naughton or whether they decid 
to continue the voluntary system) 
to get infantry reinforcements. a 

Whatever course is chosen there 
will be cabinet defections. There 
would obviously be more should] 
Premier King and Gen. McNaugh- 
ton conclude they have been. mis- 
led by a will-o’-the-wisp for their. 
Quebec colleagues and some others 
would quit the cabinet. Should 
the Prime Minister remain adai 
mant in his opposition to conscrip- 
tion there would be ministerial 
bolters. Elther situation would fi 
leave the Prime Minister no alter- } 
native other than dissolution. for} 
when a government cannot speak | 
witlh one voice the people have a | 
right to speak. 

A lengthy cabinet meeting was] 
held late this afternoon. What its | 
decisions were have not been an- f 
nounced but they must have an 
pmperiants beariog! pe the parlia-|} 
mentary sittings, is known, how- 
ever, mat the Prime Minister has 
decided to have a “caucus of Lib= 
eral members tomorrow. afternoon 
immediately after the House sit- 
ing. 


This means that little business 
will be done at the opening sit- 
ting and it also Indicates a desire 
of the Prime Minister to learn as 
soon as possible where his admin- 
istration stands with Liberal mem- 
pers, fo learnbwne lee he still. has 

eal or so ollowing outsi 
Quebec. g outside 

uch emphasis is being laid by |! 
the Prime Minister and the De. 
fence Minister on the statistical || 
Case for continuing the voluntary 
system, but there is good reason to | 
elieve that the gravity of the in- 
not y reinforcement situation has 
; been. fully disclosed, and it is 
jue robable that even the prospect- |. 
tod jtatement of Gen. McNaughton 
wi the Commoners and Senators 
OL reassure even stout supporters 
. e administration. 
information given 
will make the 
tion worse, not 

Th 
had 


from oth 
rs in 
peearent, 
ore apparent by 
milita 
Coast’ officers 


AIR HIGHLY CHARGED, 


The fajlure of the Pri ij $ 

a me 
rue ad ministern ts | 
a. o pursue in the 
be tollo ved n i 


ducing a 
atmosphere, 


AU this. th 


e rectified aug 
Meet! at today's 
cruci ajs Which promises 
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FECTIONS 


NO DELAY URGED 


Progressive Conservatives Ask 
Rapid Action in Sonding Draft 


EXPECTED 
REVOLT SPREADS 
REINFORCEMENTS 


ISSUE MUST BE FACED 
Graydon Declares House 


Must not Waste Time— 
Procedure Unsettled 


_— 


(Gazette Resident Correspondent.) | 
Ottawa, November 21. — Parlia- 
ment should act quickly to make 
Home Defence troops available for 
overseas service “without risking 
a single day’s delay,” was unani- 
ey decided at a Progressive 
rvative party caucus today 


We 


,000French RecruitsSoughtHere 2" «ie 


t procedure is to be followed 
House has not yet been de- 


ing will open the proceed- 


ag e e 
0 Join Quebec Units Overseas i ieee 


nfiorcements for four French- 

g battalions overseas will be 

p ed from this province, it was 
ined last night following a state- | 
emt made yesterday by War Ser; 
fes Minisier LaFleche at Peta- 
that 4,000 men were needed 


E regiments from Quebec now 


ħting in Holland and Italy. 
In M.D. No. 4 reinforcements will 
raised for the Regiment de Mais- 
meuve and the Fusiliers Mont- 
ga while M.D. No. 5 (Quebec) 
recruit reinforcements for the 
tyal 22nd Regiment and the Re- 
nent de Chaudiere. 
The reinforcements for the Royal 
nd would be led by Maj. Paul 
guet, V.C., if his return from 
erseas could be effected and the 
iment de Chaudiere by Maj. 
agues Lapointe, son of the late 
stice Minister Ernest Lapointe, 
w in Canada, who will attend the 
ecia] session of parliament today 
‘member for Lotbiniere. Both 
m would be raised to the rank 
lieutenant colonel on their new 
pointment it was understood 
m Brig. Edmond Blais, officer 
mmanding M.D. No. 5, who:said 
“had cabled overseas for the im-| 
‘diate return of Maj. Triquet. 
Although plans will not be com- 
4e for the drive to supply rein- 
‘cements for the two local regi- 
mts until following a meeting to 
held here today, a leading officer 
e Montreal headquarters said 
night that a campaign would 
{conducted immediately for this 
rpose. It is understood from the 
ebec report that home defence 
wps will be mustered into these 
ttalions on volunteering for ac- 
C perisis disc! 
3rig. osed that 
ring tbe recent Oilawa confor 
ze of the heads of military dis- 
cts, had stated the best solutions 


ith a statement of the mili- 


McNaughto 


Ottawa, November a efene 
ter has been sent A 
fete’ McNaughton ‘asking 
army commanders 4 j 
full Investigation be Maer ors were 
conference al which Zfuntary 395- 
quoted as saying t Wuunent. wou 


not work, It was U 


hold the view tha 


s on matter ahi 
by oeer f military disciplin 
can bo made subjec 
martial, slood the 


action which, | cena aide 
K Jd not be 
procedut report of the interviews 


C 
1 was recalled that 


od quality of overscas y in milit- 
mon 


i 0 t he n 
ary circles that ction, however, tra November 14. Both, however 
left the capital after assuring 
McNaughton they would give 


ed If any disciplinary acon. cuver | program another, try... 


clplined. No suc ae 
s over been reported, lesta 
ne canwhilo, it was rellably barn 
result of the r 

Ly interviews it would, Be ap- 
plied by commanding offic ann 
ca ua 5 

Dey be kept informed of pro 

ceedings. 

—— 


6,200 of 31,500 Drafted in 194 
Still in N.R.M.A., Figures Reveal 


n Probes Statemen s 
einforcements. 
‘At West Coast On R ) 


- was understood that If the 

1 AO Min: commanders ete show there 
a breac t 

that a McNaughton would prefer the ġ 


de of a Pree fleuris martial, with possible 
anying publicity. > 

C AP court, martial, Te is repo 
eel, m \ mk 

tem of ovo oas nd rstood tonight. te rranted notoriety and possibly 
cNaughton 13 nown ve provide them with a forum for @ 

{ press Interv course he feels is wrong. 

d| In the meantime, the general 
rt| said to hope the case will “bi 


o o ” 

er” and he can get on with 
under: job ee recruiting. He feela fhir 

However, It was (or disciplinary as oen ma 
ported statements as 
letter did not coll ormal military | such eston. r 
It is known that Maj.-Gen. G. | 
Pearkes, chief of the Pacific 
mand, ani Mal n Haray Gang 

Z- mander o e y 

Smythe, of Toronto, critici? Stalioned on the Pacific Coast. 
essed U r 
s there were repeli be dis- Pr a renewed recruiting drive 


of discipline | 


e given stern repr 


give the officers 


doubts about the ; 
ed draftees at a conference 


Draftee enrolment by towns, 


would show the progress oth 
untary recruiting drive. 


cerned — would be to have all anpower situation and then 


French-speaking members of the 
home defence force sent home to 
this province. 

His plan had been received 
favorably he said and “action on 
this may be taken in the very 
near future.” 

Brig. Blais said the anouncement 
of. the proposed reinforcement 
drives was an outcome of the meet- 
ing held here last week under the 
chairmanship of Maj .- Gen. La- 
Fleche, which was attended by the 
officers commanding the reserve 
units of French units overseas, Fol- 
lowing that meeting it was stated 
that e prospect for reinforce- 
ments on a voluntary basis was 
good in Quebec. 


e Ralston resignation cor- 
idence. These documents will 
aited with interest, not only 
2 of what is expected to be 
ed in the letter sent to Pre- 
king over two years ago by 
L. Ralston, then Defence 
r, but also because of the 
ig of at least one other 
tion letter of that time—one 
1 to have been signed by 
ns Minister C. D, Howe. 
1l has gone out for caucuses 
vinces of Liberal members 
n. tomorrow, indicating the 
‘oceedings in the House will 
\‘more.than two. hours, - 
King is expected to-propose 


In an address to 2,000 French-| joint meeting of Senators 
speaking Home Defence troops at}mmoners be held in the 


Petawawa, Gen. LaFleche said: 
= Gen. 


as chamber Thursday when 
McNaughton would explain 


* the reinforcement prob’ 
‘east as far as Quebde ie ce 


his plans to provide the required 
relnforcements for overseas by 
voluntary methods.) 

“When the House convenes on 
Wednesday the issue must be faced 
promplly and squarely,” declared 
the Progressive Conservative mem- 
bers in a statement issued by Gor- 
don Graydon, House leader, after 
today’s caucus of the official op- 
position. “The House must not 
waste time in preliminaries, The 
hour has struck, There must be 
no further procrastination.” 

Progressive Conservative mem- 
bers at their caucus went on re- 
cord as strongly favoring Parlia- 
ment sitting morning, afternoon and 
evening “until reinforcements are 
on their way.’ The statement also 
declared; “It was quickly decided 
that reinforcements for the troops 
overseas must be despatched at 
once, and that the Home Defence 
Army should be made available for 
that purpose without risking a 
single day's delay.” 


SECRECY UNJUSTIFIED 


Another important point made 


by the opposition members that 
there could be no justeatlon for 


a secret sitting of the Commoners 
and Senators, simply because “the 
facts sufficient for Parliament to 
form its judgment are now fully 
known,” 


for Quebec, page 11, for Ontario, 
page 17. 


Ottawa, November—21.— €P, —— 
Defence -minister -McNaughton 1o- 
night issued a statement showing 
that of 59,002 Home Defence troops 
on strength October 11, 39,756 came 
from Canadian cities and towns 
while 19,246 were from counties 
and rural areas. 


The statement followed an an- 
nouncement last week that more 
than 7,000 draftees “went active” 
between June 6 — D-day — and 
October 31. At the same time it 
was disclosed that 6,200 of the 31,- 
500 men called up in 1941 still were 
in the Home Defence Army, 

Starting a campaign to create lo- 
cal competition in recruiling Home 
Defence soldiers for the overseas 
reinforcement pool, Gen. Mac- 
Naughton tonight listed the draf- 
tee strength by cities, towns and 
counties. It is understood he short- 
ly will start to issue regular con- 
version reports based on the dis- 
tribution figures. The reports 


in 


The latest figures disclosed ; 

Quebec, Ontario and ‘British Col 
umbia — big industrial provinces— 
a majority were listed from 
cities and ftawns. Inthe other- 
en provinces with big rural popu-' 
lations the majority were from 
counties. 

Quebec showed the largest pro- 
vincial total—22,847—and the larg- 
est city total—Montreal 9,524. There 
were 18,735 draftees coming from 
cities and towns while the re- 
mainder—4,112—were enrolled from 
the counties. 

The Ontario total of 15,726 draf- 
tees was made up of 12,777 from 
cities and towns and 2,949 from the 


counties. There were 3,225 listed, 


om Toronto—second highest city 
otal, 

Other cities with large draftees 
strength were: 


Vancouver 1,677, Quebec 1,301,’ 
Winnipeg 1,151, Hamilton, Ont., l=; 


071, Windsor 9864, Three Rivers, 
Que., 532, Hull, Que., 460, Kitchener, 
Ont., 423, Verdun, Que, 407 and 
Fort William, Ont., 406, 


A breakdown by provinces follows: 


BS, a Male Army 
Cities- pop. volunteers 
Quebec towns Rural Total June 30 to June 30 

18,735 4,112 22,847 699,000 82,858 

12,777 2,949 15,726 830,000 216,050 

2,907 1,122 4,029 181,000 45,160 

1,874 1,940 3814 159,000 37,642 

1,291 21440 3,731 178,000 42,285 

1,017 3,811 4,828 191,000 40.003 

601 1,165 1,766 123,000 38.821 

431 1,667 2,098 94,000 - 29,239 

23 140 163 19,000 5,529 

39,656 19,346 59,002 2,474,000 535,568 

renea ee 


aa LaFleche Asks 


o Go Back to Front 


amp, Ont., Novem- 
War Services Minis- 
56 years old and a 


e last 


o 

line" wd E° 
situation r 
for the C 


efore 


today. 
2,000 French- 


Defence troops 
eche said: 
found out that the 


Serious, I asked the 
r if 1 could go back 
ne. I offered as a 

good faith of 


com) 
sword and iy Berthelot mY 


sant 
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GOD GIVE US MEN. 
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MI TEDS 


months; 
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The issue on reinforcements which has been 
3 formed and deepened through many months has 
= now reached the point of crisis. Seldom indeed 
ké has a Parliament met at Ottawa under such in- 


tensity of public interest or such urgency of pub- 
lic demand as that which meets today. The interest 
and the demand alike are not hesitant but de- 
termined, not wavering but fixed. Al the truest 
associations of home and blood have been stirred 
$ And the depth and genuineness of the emotions 
aroused in the people have sharpened their per- 
Š ceptions. Eager for action, they will be alert to 
4 note delay; expecting plain speaking, they will 


a not be put aside by verbosity; awaiting patriotism, 
E~ they will not be satisfied with politics; seeing the 

‘al issue clearly, they will not be tricked into losing 
é sight of it. 


The bitterness of the people comes from the 

very fact that at such a time they should feel 

4 under the necessity of watching the Government 

$ with sharp eyes, fearing to be deceived; or of 

calling upon the Government for spirited leader- 

a ship, fearing spiritless evasion. What the people 

; want is simply what they have the fundamental 

right to expeci—an inspiring and unqualified call 
to a last full honorable effort. 

For the sake of legitimate contrast, we may 
compare the enervating words we have so often 
heard from the present Liberal Government with 
the heartening words spoken a few weeks ago by 
a leader in the war effort of the world. These 
are the words spoken recently in the British 
og House of Commons by Prime Minister Winston 

pa have never based ourselves upon the 
strength of the enemy, but only on the 
righteousness of our cause... - Let us go on 

ae 3 then to battle on every front, thrust forward 
z= every man who can be found, arm and equip 

p forces in bountiful supply, listen to no parleys 

4 —- from the enemy, vie with our gallant allies to 

: - intensify the conflict, bear with unflinching 
~ fortitude whatever evils, whatever blows we 

may receive, drive on through the storm now 

that it reaches its fury- 3 

But it has not been for us in this country to 
hear such words nor to enjoy such leadership. 
Instead, we have been treated to pitiful equivoca- 
tion and asked to cling to dubious hopes. But the 
time for public tolerance for such methods is 
past. The people are now simply demanding that 
their leaders show some of the higher qualities 
of leadership. The people are weary with coun- 
sels of expedience, with the putting of office above 
principle, with the undemocratic use of party 
disciplines, with the failure to bring public duty 
jn line with private thinking. 

The demand and longing of the Canadian 
people today are expressed in certain lines writ- 
ten more than sixty years ago. They are {rom a 
poem entitled “Wanted”, and they echo with full 
reality in our own testing-time: 

The time demands 
true faith, 


“God give us men. 
ane minds, great hearts, 
willing hands; 

hom the lust of office does not kill; 

the spoils of office cannot buy; 

ess opinions and a will; 

ares TA a honor; men who will not lie; 

Men who can stand before a demagogue 
And damn his treacherous flatteries without 


Peace wned, who live above the fog 
i | 


lic duty and in private thinking,” 


and 


Men w 
‘Men whom 


Tall m 


n p 


: nt me “jn Ottawa 10 
“the problem `of reinforcing the Canadian 
Overseas army, it will havo among other evidence 
the strikingly relevant declarations made on 
Monday by certain high-ranking Canadian officers 


—four brigadiers and two Meutenant-coloncls, 


These officers are statloned with the Canadian 


Army’s Sixth Division in British Columbia—a 


division which is largely composed of draftees, 
many of whom are at an advanced stage of train- 
ing. They were summoned to Vancouver by Maj,- 
Gen, C, R. Pearkes, V.C,, general oficer command- 
ing in chief, to plan a recruiting campaign ordered 
by Gen. A, G, L. McNaughton, Canada's new 
Minister of National Defence,» 

Just before these officers entered the private 
Vancouver meeting, they sald exactly what they 
thought of the prospects of Gen, McNaughton's 
new campaign, They all said the same thing— 
that the possibilities of persuasion and appeal 
(contrary to Gen, McNaughton's opinion) are 
quite exhausted. And they went a step further 
and explained wh) the draflees now turn a deal 
ear to the Government’s appeals, One of the 
officers, Brig. R, H, Beattie, brigade commander 
at Nanaimo, puts it this way: "I have in that 
brigade some of the finest soldiers In Canada. 
They are just waiting the call from the Govern- 
ment that they must go, for they feel that it is 
the responsibility of the Government to imple- 
ment its own legislation,” 

In short, the remaining draftees are not im- 
pressed by the Prime Minister's appeal that they 
enlist in order to release him from the difficulties 
which he himself has created. 

These officers, it should be noted, speak with 
exceptional authority. They hold positions of 
command in the Sixth Division; they have vigor- 
ously tried to get results for the Government’s 
previous recruiting campaigns; they have been 
with the draftees, have talked with them and 
have learned how they think and feel. Summoned 
to a meeting to plan a further campaign, they 
openly declare that it is hopeless. 

The importance of their declarations at this 
time is very great. For the Government has 
based its manpower policy precisely on the con- 


tention that the reinforcement shortage is not- 


immediately urgent, and that it can be met by 
persuading further draftees to enlist for overseas 
service. But it is failing to find much support for 
this policy from informed military’ opinion. 

On the one hand, the Canadian overseas com- 
manders in the field, with the concurrence of the 
Higher British Command in each theatre of oper- 
ations, have reportedly declared that a serious 
reinforcement shortage exists now, On the other 
hand, six experienced officers of the Canadian 
Army’s Sixth Division in British Columbia de- 


clare that this shortage is not to be made up by 
enlistments from the draftees. Where, then, does 
this leave the Government policy? 
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(This letter, 


“rf the Zombies Would Come . Bs 


written by a Canadian soldier in the battle 
Montreal, is one more confirmation of the neg pal Y 
erseas.) 
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, J received your letter okay but as we were jy 
n't able to answer it until now. 

has slarled and has bogged US down s0 thy 
Unless we are used as infan k 


less. 
ntl the spring, 


The few soldiers 


for a couple of 


the only ones of any use in this wea 
fered very heavy casualties and as there are, 
iving in Italy, I wouldn't be surprised if they 
coming from Canada now are 
Canucks in France. If the zombies would come 
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j would like to her again. 
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months leave. Boy, would tuas 
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There are caslly enough Zombies at home to replace the se 


have been overse 
fot over here with 
days in four years 

It js awfully m 
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things done by 
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won't worry about 

'I was rather lucky when 
escape as I ever 
when all of a su 
shell landed about twenty 
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next shell would land right where we were. 
correct their alm so that t 
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mud and the shell, a big one, a 
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ns over three years and more. 
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have jumped right out of the jeep. Believe me war is no fun. . 


LETTERS FROM READ 


Men With Backbone Needed 


Sir,—Perhaps 


it is presumptuous 


of me to write you, but it is done 


more to ask advice than to 


give it. 


I am 72 years of age, and haye 
stodd my watch across the Atlantic 
in winter time, in vessels of the 


bath-tub 


variety 


until torpedoed, 


sunk and then put in jail by the 


Vichy French in West 


frica. 


_ I am, by the grace of God, back 
in Canada, a very good place to be. 
Let us do all we can to keep it so. 


Today I feel I 


should hesitate to 


follow again behind leaders who 
ask me to accept at the best a 50- 
50 chance, and who refuse to back 
me up to the limit. 

I am only a Merchant Marine 
man, so how much more must the 
boys over there feel uneasy, when 
toy Sis. face to face with an en- 

as our present one. e 
is no question in the en ai 


as to what 


him or to him. 


his leaders will do for 


The British people take it and it 


helps them when t 
in the thick of it, 


King 

where he 

with» hi: 
Com 


ey see Churchill 
His Majesty the 


has never hesitated to be 
can uphold their courage 
S own an example for all, 


e On Canada, we hai 
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man now, 
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a premium on b 


Brain cannot get along 


If we put too high 
rain, what an ex- 


imple it is for the rest of us. Even- 


ly, we shall 


ail use our brains 


When it may be too late. 
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G. H. H. ROWE, 
November 15. 
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M.P’s Should Take al 


Sir, —I am personally ¢ 
in this vital issue’ of relnfa 
to our armies in the Hes 
have noticed with regret 
voices of our representat 
Parliament have been’ & 
silent during this crisis 4 


we, the people, are dire 
cerned. 3 È 
Mr. Claxton, member, 


|Lawrence-St. George Div 


been heard over the 
times. His speeches are 
excellent, but has he ever § 
thing conclusive to 
ents? 
During these last two © 
mothers of servicemen 
grasping for even a cru 
surance from one whom © 
elected. Had Mr. Claxton 
power been raised in 
they would have been 
Have Mr. Claxton and 
any sentiments of their ° 
they just yes-men, afi 
their own thoughts? 
Why is it necessary to 
polls and elect dummies: 
we will see where wW' 
what Mr. Claxton and! 
stand for. - 


MRS. C. C: 
Montreal, November 20. | 
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Intolerable Position _ 
Sir—It is with the greatest dis- - 
tress that my wife and I have fol- 
lowed the course T Handing , 
em. - — 
oe i that the Eves of citizens of Letter to Premier King 
anada (incidentally our relator Sir—As a ‘citizen of Canada; as 
and friends) should be made a foot- a resident of the province rad 
ball of politics. 


it an intolerable ponios ahe js overseas, I feel that it is my 
the Prime Minister can he accused, duty to inform you how I and many 
as Be has bem Dy Ii pane of my friends.feel towards t 


ter of conscription of Home Defence 


distortion of the facts in his speech i 
troops for overseas service. 


to the people of Canada over the 
radio, Dia” that he has not been 
able immediately to refute the 
arge. j 
When the responsible Minister 
oes to Europe to ascertain the 
facts, Tteturns and reports to the 
| RMR: txea Ser pis rien 
e sho e as 
| tion because the facts that he re- 


i conscription has now ar- 
ae > Th the plebiscite the people 
of Canada gave the Government Be 
# power to call up all medically 


should ever warrant it, 


it a En me aa: ter Jistening to. Mr, Ralston, 
the ier . aid aiie learning from letters T 
to written by soldiers fight ak ee 


attle areas overseas—' 
Pile strain they are undergoing be~ 
cause there are not sufficien 
{nforcements to’ relieve them, 4 
believe that the time has come fo 
the Government to lake a firm s p 
and to send overseas all the me 
who have been called up for military 
service. tani 
not make this very importan 
‘ee a political matter, Mr. ne 
Men's lives are at stake an e 
happiness of thousands rests upon 
the Government's decision. Even 
if you do make it a polilical Jssuc, 


ur formal protest 
you must have re- 


CO 


ie following is an extract from 
rid receiuadpy a citizen of 
us dau 


t from ühter in Lon- 
Montani! as a liostess in a hostel 
Gatercated particularly in non-com- 
i "issioned men, ls in constant con- 
yin wlth Canadian soldiers, sailors 


1 hope old Mackenzie King is 
a few sleepless nights of 


ave think it Is a disgrace that the 
lal? iry of that Zomble Army 
haven't been called upon, 


I nearly wept the other night. 
‘Several army lads, boys of 18,19 and 
20, were in the Club ,and one of 
them, a perfect little gentleman, 


“you know, ni ape, Jost all 
4" arently Js a gunner, 
talih, He en trained for just that. 


years? 
say they sim 
reinforcements. 
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No Time to Break Faith 


Open letter to all Liberal Mem- 
bers of Parliament elected from 
constituencies which voted “yes” in 
the plebiscite. \ 

The issue is crystal clear. Col. 
Ralston is an honorable man. Col. 
Ralston is a very industrious and 
conscientious man. No one can gain- 
say these two statements. On his 
recent trip overseas he spent suf- 
ficient time, and had access to suf- 
ficient evidence to form a very ac- 
curate opinion as to the situation 
facing this country as regards re- 
inforcements for the Army. The 
evidence seems to be overwhelm- 
ing that Col, Ralston’s appraisal of 
the situation is the correct one. 

What have we on the other side? 
We have Mr. King's radio speech of 
a few days ago, the typical double 
talk of a man who has no case at 
all and knows it thoroughly. We 
have the opinion of Gen. McNaugh- 
ton who for a fleeting moment ap- 
peared as if he might be the salva- 
tion of Mr. King but whose laugh- 
able arguments at the two Legion 
meetings have somewhat tarnished 
his lustre, 

We have his reiterated optimism 
as to the results to be expected fol- 
lowing his recent meeting with the 
District Commanders but we find 
no sign whatever of any corres- 
ponding spark on the part of the 
District Commanders. In fact we 
find quite the contrary if we may 
credit today’s report about the sen- 
lor officers of the Sixth Division. 

There is no basis whatever for the 
continuance of the voluntary system 
except political expediency. It rests 
tee power to ensure that from 
ii is date on the gambling in the 
uy es of our troops in Holland and 

aly ceases, Do not be misled by 
speelous arguments about giving the 

nanay. system a. dal trial, ete. 
ntary system has had a 
four-year trial and, while it has 
abe magnificently, it has not been 
re e to prevent our troops overseas 
om finding themselves in a very 
no and dangerous position. 

i t is unthinkable that you should |. 

eave them in that position one day 
more than is necessary. If you do 
you break faith not only with them, 

ut also with the thousands who 
clected you and who voted “Yes” in 
it e plebiscite. This is a responsibil- 
lish which no ı an should take 
dee tly, and I commend it to the 

and earnest consideration of 


each of you before you make your 


mn W. M. TAYLOR. 
ontreal, November 21, 


Premier Intimates No ‘Necessity’; MPs in Uniform Strong Cabine 


1 
‘Of Enforcing Conscription Act Attend House Session 


| Kin -Ra i . ers of Parliament—all govern- 
j g ilston Split Revealed Based on Opposing Opin- ‘ent supporters — in tholr seats 
ions on Term ‘N >: when the Commons assembled to- By F C 
ecessary’ in Regard to day to open discussion of the re- j (Gazette Resident 
inforeement situation, | 9, — A con- 


By JAMES MACKENZIE FYFE le 
(Gazette Staff Writer.) IL. D. Tremblay (Dorel ly in 
Séiswa, November Grik iter. . D. Tremblay orchester), i| mediately py Gen. A. G. 
22. ering, troops overseas by th Aa The others were Capt. J. A. John- || Col. J. L. Ralston by inister, t the ca 
` as by the provisions |stọn (London); Maj. D. A. Mutch McNaughton as Defence . iP ublic "nea a “s 


uncer msity 
an intensity of public inter-/of the National Resources Mobiliza- 


been equalled, the Parlia 
eat a » tÈ lament of|be necessary.” But he does not be- i 
anena has been brought to debate | Leve that it has become necessary. |; Majs. Lapointe and Johnston have | | of the House, the Sand tonight's 
Z on the vital question of manpower.) If “ = f; just returned from overseas posts. | Liberal caucu inisters- 
y The meeting of the He ise of Sond the “Eee Je eoncemany Th eae A d Brooks. Fite aL Va lengthy mee Serina to 
9 A ry to n: zati 4 9 in|! i inister, 
onservative member for Royal in The Prime Minisit™: ‘nated ` late 


s his = 3 3 ` 
kammon this afternoon disclosed defend Canadian soil,” then Col. 
ely: interruptions and outbursts Ralston dissents. He has always 
= applause that tempers are run- |taken the word to mean the neces- 
ning high, that the members who|Sity of keeping the Canadian over- 
have returned to the capital from) seas army reinforced, he wrole the 
cir constituencies bave been Prime Minister, and he adds his 
x the emotions | belief tbat this was always the 
j meaning attached to the word in 
. ity are anxious to proceed with the, He cabinet and parliamen‘ary dis- 
business in hand with the least | cussions. It is this difference be- 
| delay jtween Col. Ralston and the Prive 
| It disclosed the intention of the | Minister, that has placed in jeo- 
; | government to jockey for position, pardy the government's entire p0- 
T [fo stall for time and to make the ton on _Teinforcements, for it 
| raises the issue not whether cons- 


t arli t= + | 
et ae pent proce. or in some future critical moment, 
= ae the position of the put at all, ever, in any emergency 
Progressive Conservatives .— the | whatever. ý 
i immediate dispatch for reinforce-, Jt is this issue that has split the 
| menis overseas of all trained troops cabinet. Whether it is irretrievably 
z ìn the home defence army- Most! split is yet to be` seen. But the 
T| importanti of aū, it revealed the| ministers know, and the Canadian 
i of the dispute that led. to Col | people know. that the question of 
"| Ralston’s dismissal—the fundamen: | conscription is not one of winning 
tal difference between him and the! or losing the war, or a question 
Sa Prime Minister not merely on the of restricting military commitments 
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, necessity of reinforcing the dighting | to make full use of their manpower 
C- men overseas but on the very mean- | resources unnecessary., It is a ques- 
7 | lon of Canada’s national honor 


a ing of the word “necessary.” | f 
Re If that is all that the session ef| and the members of Parliament 
ibis afternoon accomplished—and who returned bere in the past two 
it is very nearly al}—it can be said days are fully conscious that the 
that the Canadian people have | vast majority of the people will not 
learned a great deal. For it is this | tolerate apy limitation of the na- 

| important difference that goes 10 | tional effort, which has hitherto 

| the very roots of the matter. The | been magnificent, to provide a 

| publication of the correspondence | core for political, exe eral nicer 
etween e i 5 | e return 0 e L L x 
Cal ahi agen o bers from their constituencies has) 
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New Brunswick was present, but istent re orts i 
not in patterns He ag going on Penight, has Been presented Non 
eave next month pending retire- ||| w) ight be | 
ment from the anny: 4 what Mive or six of his coliren 
Other service members of the| |an ultimatum which camis; wes 
House include Group Capt. Denton two alternatives of almos tion ct 
Massey (P.C., Toronto Greenwood) | | diate dissolution or the adop i rein- 
and six Liberals: Maj. W, E. Har- conscription to meet a grave 
ris (Grey, Bruce); Lt. W. R. Tom-| | forcement situat 
inson ruce); Brig, Charles S. js story, which 
Booth (Winnipeg North); Capt. without ott 
Alan Chambers (Nanaimo); Maj.| dicates a 
A. J. Lapointe (Matapedia-Matane) of the govern 
and FO. Rene Jutras (Provencher).| ing the country } 
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SPEAKER BARS MOTION TO SPEED | 
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Reinforcements Four represented Quebec consti- 
for Overseas Troops tunes: Et=Col Si, Haile ‘Brome: o7 aher 
Missisquoi) ; aj. Hugues apointe |j dissolution seem S in- 

(Lotbiniere): Maj. J. E. A, Sylves- the final outcome Rae Jodo a im- fl 
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which sat less than half an y 
that Mr. King told the meeting that 
something | had developed which 
necessitated discussion with his 


cab 
ter 
Wh 


been? made mem. 
efore the caucus adjourned, 
Gen. McNaughton was introduced 
to Liberal members of the Com- 
mons and Senate. 

The original plan was to hold 
provincial caucuses of the Liberal 
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Samo Date Last Year 
Max., 30} Min,,26 


Wednosaay, Nove 


24, of last yoary 
TAX 
McQiLL ODSERVATONY A 


TiN, 
ORY RCADINGS 


PRICE FIVE OLN 


EINFORCEMENT ISSUE, 
ONSCRIPTION DEBATE 


ACTION DEMANDED 


Conservatives Ask No Time Bo 
Lost in Enforcing Act 


"Ss 


Another aspect to the situation 
is Mat since ‘the Prime Minister 
and Gen. McNaughton pleaded for 

and fair trial of the volun- 
tary method the elected Liberals 
have deen h from their con- 
stituents and from the country gen- 
erally, The electors feel that con- 
scription is necessary, that all the 
ai = in Parliament Won't dis- 

„us or tessen the necessity 
Quick action. There has Teach. 


KING FEARS DISSENSION 


mor but amaton wide nonai | 
a nation-wi =] i- 
for prompt and enon Correspondence Preceding 


à d shrewd obsery 
late tonight believed this would Te 
Send the Santry spared at this 
ime a calamitou 
naa mitous battle of 
night’sistories indicated tha 
least six ministers fought for this 
=e of solution of what is regard- 


Ralston Resignation Is 
Tabled in Commons 


— — 


King-Ralston letters, page 9, 


a tragic blem — Min : F j 
esources iser T ines and By F. C. MEARS. : 

Naval Minister Angus Macdonald (Gazette Resident Correspondent.) 
econstructon Minister C D Ottawa, November 22, — Packed 

i AARE Nhnister J. L. us- galleries, milling crowds outside the 
ey, ational Revenue Ministe: building, a fully attended House, 


most of the senators eagerly watch- 
ing from the galleries — all this 
| pictured the nation’s intense in- 
terest in the Infantry reinforce- 
ment question, But vehement de- 
mands from the official opposition 
for short debate and speedy actlon 
were met by “wait and see” pleas 


from the Prime Minister and 

spokesmen for the two radical 

groups, 

At every turn, both In the corre- 

spondence between himself and 
4 ol. J, L, Ralston, in Progressive 

Conservative pleas for haste and a 

1 


ng discussion about 
House procedure, the Prime Minis- 
ter steadily sought to play down the 
idea of the urgency, the immediacy 
of the military manpower prob- 
len}. Mr. King went so far as to say 
that the people would not want the 
| proceedings to be rushed lest they 
not be given sufficient time to read 
what occurs in* Parliament. 


PARLIAMENT 
AT A GLANCE 


i Fear of “widespread national 

(By The Canadian Press.) dissension" was again given by the 

Prime Minister Mackenzie King Prime Minister, in a letter to Col. 

read correspendence exchanged be- Ralston; as his chief reason for re- 

tween himself and Col. J. L. Ral- fusing to adopt conscription, and In 

ston. . another oe ike Tellers Qol: amon 

aydon, Progressive replica to this by reminding the 

iteration House leader, pre- Prime Minister, “It seemed ob- 

E sented a motion demanding that vious that some measure of differ- 

f home defence troops be made ence orldisunity could not be 
3 available for overseas reinforce- Avoided Whichever —courso—weie— 

4 aken. 
> ments, Another- Interesting disclosure 


id 
M. J. Coldwell, C.C.F. leader, sa in the seven letters exchanged be- 


ive tbe 
x the government shculd  p i tw Mr, Ki Col. Ralston 
i f information ween Mr, King and Col. 
Ouse. every scrap O t situ- was the complaint of the Prime 
possible on the Felntorcemen Minister that the then Defence 


ation. 

t 

Blackmore, Social Credi 

ite aia pale Bek 
n 

gh pany ‘amazed at any pro- 


Minister did not reveal the ser- 
ious reinforcement situation to his 
cabinet colleagues when they were 
attending the last Quebec confer- 


of the ence, 
pesal that the ee “No intimation was given of any 
facts should be Prospective insufficiency of rein- 


met and _adjourned 
anit Belaay allow Senators i 
follow proceedings in the Commons. 


forcements for the Canadian army," 
sald Mr, King, but Col, Ralston re- 
plied to this by saying: “The dis- 


a cussions at Quebec had nothing to 
TODAY jll hear Defence do with the reinforcement situa. 
TRE Commons w outline his tion overseas, but were in connec- 


pee i cNaughton ls 
: Mininor aS renforcement situa 


tion. 


tion With participation in the war 
against Japan," 


GRAYDON WANTS ACTION 


"These packed galleries and the 
deep interest manifest across the 
country show show deeply the issue 
now confronting us has burned íl- 
self Into the soul of the nation,” de- 
clared Gordon Graydon, opposi an 
leader, when he ‘rose aller the 
Prime Minister had finished reat. 
ing the King-Ralston correspon: 
dence, 


Je 


fy ory atern aud 

Outside thig chamber, as well as 
‘inside, Masliied Mr, Graydon, “ana 
more Important than the public of 
Canada or the members of Parlia. 
mont is thet vast audience thoy. 
sonds of miles ayay our unseen 
audience, Canada's preferred, No, 
one citizens, the gallant men over. 


sone," 
y l developed ns Mr 
longo LA lo emphasize the 


Groydon soug 
tomondous urgenoy of prompt ac. 
tlon to provide ndoquala relnforce. 


menia to the Infantry oversene. He 
declared the Teglalntors should alt 
Morning, afternoon and evening to 
that reiriforcements could be speed- 
od nerosa the qcenn. 

“There must ha actlon and a 
minimum of tnik,” declared the op- 
roalilon leader, 

i “Wo muat tnelde the problem now 


thia oflernoon, not tomorrow 
or the day mor sald Mr, Gray- 
don, “Publle concern dictates that 


course Imporalivoly, AB it haa never 
before beon dictated, 


, Trouble bogun whon Mr, Gray- 
conded by John Die- 
pah neye at tha full provisions 


D "(hul 
Of Ho EN AA. phould bo put Into 
effect a4 onco and all trained troops 
Hi] the Homo Defence army be now 

pate oversens, 
oem the only question, the 
only. tssue before Parliament and 
people,” anid Mr, Graydon jn con- 
clusion, “Any other Issue is only 
folblo ane tiii, and will be BO ro- 
arded by n bolled-up pub c opin- 
alon throughout Canada, i 

Bul tho Graydon motlon was 
doomed for n throttling, Nothing 
ds before the chal now muld the 

eaker, Hon, James ne 
RA get something there,” was 
tho impatient Interjectlon of Hon, 

« DB, Hanson, 

BNO notice has been given of thls 
motion," continued the Speaker. 


Mr, Graydon remarked that no 
notice could have been given, but 
the Speaker Insisted he, the 


Speaker, had no authority to pre- 
sent the Graydon motion to the 
House. 

“There is a war on," shouted two 
or three Progressive Conservative 
members. 

SPEAKER REJECTS MOTION 


When it was suggested the motion 
could be, recognized if the -House 
were to grant unanimous consent, 
Mr, Graydon rose and asked the 
Speaker to seek this unanimous 
consent, but the reply from the 
Speaker was that 48 hours’ notice 
was required for such a motion. 

Mr. Graydon and opposition mem- 
bers, warmly resenting this frus- 
tration, rose to Indicate they were 
appealing from the Speaker's rul- 
ing, but here, too, they were balked 
for the Speaker declared there was 
no appeal from such a ruling. 

Then when M. J. Coldwell, 
C.C.F, leader, rose to speak, A. W. 
Neil, independent Liberal member 
from Vancouver Island, jumped to 
his feet on’ a point of order and 
asked the Speaker, “What ia be- 
fore the House?” 

The Speaker explained that the 
correspondence read by the Prime 
Minister was before the House, and 
it had been the practice that when 
such a matter was raised in open- 
(ng proceedings by the leader of 
the House it was’ proper to havo 
brief statements closely confined to 
that subject, t 

“From everybody?” p 
Neill. 

“No, only b 
the Speaker 


ersisted Mr 


y the party leaders,” 
replied. Oppositlou 
members also wanted to know if 
lhis discussion was to be restrict- 
ed to the party leaders, and they 


received an affirmative answer 
from the Speaker, 
Mr. Coldwell commended the 


Prime Minister fo 


r 
the House aliata putting before 


And 
anybody to hide 
reasons and 
matter, If it 
strictly observe 
connection with 
then he would fav 
pind. closed doors, 
‘We have no right here 
politics,” declared © Mr, "coe 
who Was greeted with Libera] ap- 
plause, “and I hope {n this resumed 
session we will act in accordance 
With the highest traditions of Par- 


ment, 

"I came he 

possible,” sald tad A p: 
¡Now Pomécracy leader, 
lied the oppos tlon for 
Motion for {m 
Uon which 
would 


wan 
behind secutity 


evant 
to 


a 
3 
g 
a 
2 
E 
o 
G 
S 
5 
5 
a 


the facts 
Blackmore, 
Who scold- 
making a 
ion, a mo. 
he argued, 
from 
ey eager- 
He said ho agree. 
the procedure proposals “uur 
ster, 


Pian ene 
„Mr. King sald it would be {nad-| — 
visable to accept the Graydon pro-| 
posal for morning, afternoon and! 
evening sittings, and he thought iti 
would be so regarded by the sre | 
“thoughtful con- | 


ple of Canada. Such 

said, would make ughthil tone 
sideration” of the 
impossible. 


Would have 
the administration 
a thing. 
© boys overseas are not 
ff on Saturdays and sundays? 
an opposition member called across, | 
and then came from the same seats | 
murmurs of “stalling for times | 
These interruptions irked’ the} 
Prime Minister, who reminded op | 
Position members of their leaders 
plea for keeping the debate on 
igh tovel, tlo 
r. King moved that the motion} 
standing on the order aper fi om | 
last August, when the House was f 
making a desperate effort to finish. 
he remaining sessional b 
and which called for morn 
afternoon and evening sittings be 
rescinded. This motion was r 
on division, 
Making a final and tazesi p 
sald, Ape eed action, Mtag 
, © people of Canada 
us to decide his question wilh a 
delay as possible, ~ 


ing o 


iitle 
St reason the opposition 
to this motion to rescind,” 
pee ne public will be anxio 
very carefully the reposta 
What Is belng te her . 
the . Prime Minister, 
won't want the raçeedingr 
rushed to the point that y 
read the accounts of w 
T here.” He contended It 


: 


FS 


nd I have taken I 
dere have 
ESEA that 


A 
i 


1. J. L. Ralston, ‘fo 
Lee former 
Premier Mackenzie 


Defence Min: 
tion letter to 
ng and dated November 1. 


is was the crucial re ate 
$ ‘ leti se groun 
SH Benes. of seven exchanged be 

Ru e Prime Minister and Col, 


ston during a feverish 


issue. 


One feature of the cor 
‘respon- 
dence was the two-man debate as 
o whether Col. Ralston was fired 
or whether he quit of his own ac 
cord. Col. Ralston himself insists 


that he was asked by the 


Minister to resign, his assertion be- 
ing contained near the end ot the 


November 1 letter. 


my first though 
: be my duty to o 

om in ur figh 

: ciana Oo o verseng army ne 


night from the day the f 

‘0 Z 
fence Minister quit his a at P 
Sonen of Prime Minister King 
wp © four days after the day on 
x uh Mr, King sent his request 
on. James Glen, the Speaker, 
D call Parliament in special ses- 
sion to consider the conscription 


00 


the 
con- 
{ 


* des 


fort- 


Prime 


_ But Mr. King dislikes the sugges- 
tion that he fired Col. Ralston and 
after naung | called in Gen, Me 


Naughton. 


ce Prime Minister re- 


called in his reply on Noyember 3 
to the resignation letter that Col. 

ton said on several occasions 
he would have to resign if his rec 


‘It Burns Me Up’ 


Sir:—In all this welter of talk 
re sending these young, clas A 
men overseas to fulfill their duty 
to Canada in her great need, has 
anyone ever mentioned how the 
refusal to do so will affect the 
characters of the draftees? Will it 
tend to make them better, braver 
Canadians, sensitive of a full share 
of responsibility in winning this 


wart? s - 
Mr. King say “Yes”? 
ably he can, with his tongue 


Prob- 
twist- 


ed neatly in his left cheek. But the 
rest of us cannot honestly answer 


the affirmative. Yet these 


young 


in 
men, 60.000 strong are. Canadian 
citizens capable of breeding literal- 


ly hundreds 


af thousands of chil- 


dren. Now is the time, rather late 
in the day, but never too late, to 
teach they that they have a very 
decided duty to perform to their 
country. Otherwise they fofeit the 


title “Canadiens”. 


Because this young and potenti- 


cans = 
prefer to call, “Huns”, are 


by no 


gating 


Fes erately for their “sacred soil” 


erhaps may 
Fears To do so. Who knows? 
When practically all the 


way to raise an army, W! 


continue for 


world 


em, as being 


sg 


essrs. King, St. Laurent and now 


ehton sing $0 Justily 
Gen. McNaughton SII S! y 
e i the rious” VO- 
the praises of E c 


lunteer system? After six y 


war, why are we still begging, still 


imploring young men to 


do their 


duty? Millions must have peen 


mi 
an AN ictory Loan mone. 


me up. 
Montreal, November 19. 


Front Line Units 


these absurd ads, “Can: 


“, What 
of our 


CONSTANCE M. “BROOKS. 


sir, — We have been given quite 


a few 


General tion 


figures by Mr. King and 
ton regarding the 
oe the diff 


erent 


arts of the country in the Cana- 


ding is, owever, I think, 


parts 


i ENN, 
O Maritime ~ynglish — 5 
French — 4 


army. The proof of the pud- 


in the 


units representing these 
in as present front line tor- 


mations. 
de an analysis of the 
j Dnie and armoured corps units 
which we have Ts gma 
ers are in matone, 


By F. C. MEA 
(Gazette Residen RS 
Atawa, November 22, — es 


Minister 
"you stated that you saw  clearl: 
that the Cabinet were not dispose: 


the end o 
learning Gen, 


Ra 


mor 


Adie 


isfon Holds 


E- 


Correspondent) 


Were not accepted by the Prime 
Minister and the Cabla 


eran i: added the Prine 


n the November 


8 letter, 


accept your recommendation, In 


view of your possible re: 
Pa 1 felt it necessary 
to ascertain the views of Gen, Me- 


aughton.” 
Mr, King frankly admit 


forcements, “I expressed opl- 
nion that there should not be rbh- 
er delay in reaching a decision.” In 


a 


ther words, having found 


raising rein- 
he 


signation 


ted near 


that lêtter that after 
McNaughton was 
prepared to continue the no-cons+ 
cription method of 


a friend 


in Gen, McNaughton the Prime 
Minister told Col. Ralston he would 
have to go, 

The letter battle continued and 
three days later, on November 6, 


Col, Ralston replied to two or three 
main points of Mr King's No- 
vember 3, message, particularly the 
Prime Minister's com 

during the Quebse Conference dis- 
cussions in 


eptember of 


when the British and 


commonwealths were plannin 

more extensive operations agains 
Japan, “no intimation was given of 
any prospective 
reinforcements for the Canadian 
: r s army. n ES 
ommendation urging conscriplon' Col, Ralston simply replied on 


November 6 that “the discussions at 
Quedec had nothing to do with the 


reinforcement situation 


but were in connection with par- 
ipation in the war against Jap- 
an,“ And Col. Ralston repeated his 
assertion, contained in his resign- 
ation letter, that there were vital 
and fundamental differences be- |: 
tween the Prime Minister and him- 
self on the reinforcement question. 

The former Defence Minister re- 


ticipa 


minded the Prime Minist 
Parliament in 1942, the 


year, Mr. King said if conscription 
ever became necessary the govern- 
ment would adopt that pelicy “but 
you do not believe it has become 


necessary,” Col Ralston 


HINTS HAIR-SPLITTING 


A sly hint that the Pri. 


ter was hair-splittmg was dropped 
by Col. Ralston in the November 6 


letter, when he was disci 


Ree 
use of the word “necessary”. ‘Your | | 


aint that 


insufficiency of 


this year 
American 


overseas, 


er that in 
plebiscite 


added. 


me Minis- 


ussin; 


view is that it means ‘necessary to || 


win the war’, ‘necessary 


Canadian soil’, ‘necessary te avert 


some great calamity 


“I took the word ‘necessary’ to 


to defend 


or catas- 


mean,” said Col. Ralston, “primar- |; 


ily ‘necessary to keep our overseas 
army reinforced’, I always thought 
that this was the meaning given to 
the word in cabinet and parlia- 
mentary discussions. There is, I 
think, a vital and fundamental dif- 


ference cn this point.” 


Mr. King had previously denied 
there was any fundamental differ- 
ence in the views of himself and 


Col. Ralston, that the 
was only concerning the 


pe employed to get the’ necessary 


reinforcements. 
Another feature of 


spondence was the Prime Minister's 
repeatedly expressed fear that to 
adopt conscription at this late stage 
of the war would not only not bring 
the desired military resulls but it 
would cause a disastrous national 


cleavage. Col. Ralston 
himself by pointing out 


would be trouble whichever course 


were chosen, and that 


backing the infantry attacks In En- 


rope and bein anxio' 
domestic situation the 


implied, should get prior considera- 


tion. 


“Tt seems obvious,” said Col. Rals- 
ton, “that sofne measure of differ- 
ence or disunity could not be 


avoided whichever | col 


taken. What weighed _s0 heavily 


with me in the stand I 


were our pledges to our fighting 
men and Pind rectly to their fam- 


ilies,” 
Mr. King returned to 


Conference complaint in his next 
Jetter to Col. Ralston dated Novem- 


ber 10, which was the 


the Prime Minister sent out the 


call for Parliament to 


Prime Minister thought that any 
possibi z of having to resort tq 


| conscription to get the 
fantry reinforcements § 
been made known to t 
Cabinet on September 
Prime Minister Church 


he Canadian 


difference 
ethod to 


ihe corre- 


contented 
that there 


as between 


us about aj 
former, he 


urse were 


have taken 


the Quebec 


time when 
meet, The 
needed in- 
hould have 


14, when 
iW and his} 


a GAZE 


SSeS 


Minister W: 
House 
fon 


tr 


y 


f 


cea nat orl in dig ona seks gg 
n wha A 


t 


do-issuo, Mr. 
ne Co}, Ralston did nol infor 
at an earlier dale, But Col, Ra 
true Issue, "I think this has really 
jssue of sending N.R.M.A. men (the 
on my recommen 
seems to underline the urgency of ta 
But Mr, King can be as dogged in his ev 
be dogged in sticking to the point. 
tion,” says Mr. King in a f 
were entitled to assume that 


| scription, but that, if conscription. were found necessary, the Gov- 


sone way. of creating disunity 


wp, MONTRE 
Mose ORRESPONDENCE, | 


jg jho way In whic 
characters, 


spondence, bul Il i 
ii: at that point where 


thal we are faced 
And Mr, King rep 


account the probable, 
and every Pos 


At: THURSDAY, N 


i c } 
THE RALSTON KINA col, J. L- Ralston and Prime 


The correspondent o pies xt ch was fabis yea Sa, in the 

W, L. Mack 4 differences between the opin- 
reveals Ihe wide ; 

Oi a ali now in the centre of the conscription con- 

s of these two men ortant to public understanding, 


voversy» What is pe ts i Orde differences Bee their 


. and pointed; Mr. King's are 

Col, Ralalona br Aei Ma ick through“ their whole corre- 
ague and evasive: vee ue tified with a special vividness, ee it 
ape Col, Ralston says ruggedly: “The point is 
with a practical situation which nas lo be met.” 
tics abstractly: “In deciding upon the best method 
{ of a given alm, ių is imperative to take into 
as well as any known consequences of each 


i 


or the altainmen 


f 7 { action.’ ni 7 
able goen Gal: Ralston's insistence and Mr. King's 


hls contr n their way of expressing themselves but 
to turn away to some distracting 

he point, while Mr. King Meee ee nen sack joffhe: fact 
ER ae m him of the reinforcement shortage 
Jston returns to a restatement of the 
no bearing,” he writes, “on the 
draftees) as reinforcements or 
fect. If it has any bearing it 

crete Rei ihe necessity which I reported.” 
asion as Col, Ralston can 
“Jn the absence of such informa- 
urther letter, “members of the Cabinet 
the reinforcement situation continued 
n Col. Ralston—disputes this 


A ” dy—not eve F 
to be satisfactory.” Nonoay Cabinet do now that it has 


point, The point is: “What will the 
been informed?” : 

But Mr, King is evasive, 

hen he is forced into pronow ee. 
eine. deals largely with the meaning which is to be attached 
to the word “necessary.” Col. Ralston became progressively sus- 
picious that Mr. King was interpreting the word in so inconclusive 
a way as practically to release himself from any necessity of posi- 
tive action, “Your view, recently expressed,” wrote Col. Ralston 
to Mr, King on November 6, “is that it means ‘necessary to win the 
war’, ‘necessary to defend Canadian soil’, ‘necessary to avoid some 
great calamity or catastrophe’. I took the word ‘necessary’ to mean 
primarily ‘necessary to keep our overseas army reinforced’. . .. This 
I think is the fundamental difference between us on this point.” 

Placed in this embarrassing position, Mr. King attempts to 
elude Col. Ralston’s grasp by saying something that conveys nothing. 
He says: “I think you are in error in attributing to me any different 
significance to the word ‘necessary’ than that which it has in my 
specches in Parliament.” 

But the whole content of the suspicion in Col. Ralston’s mind 
was just what Mr. King did mean in his speeches in Parlia- 
ment. Most particularly, Col, Ralston had understood, or thought 
that he had understood, that there would be no election on con- 


not only by following side-issues, but 
neing on a main issue. The cor- 


ernment would go to Parliament, announce a decision, take a vote 
of confidence, and that there would be no second ` debate on the p 
question. A few weeks ago, however, Mr, King told Col. Ralston 
that conscription would rend the country because of the election 
that it would involve. “I can think of no course of action fraught a 
with greater danger to our war effort—to say nothing of the unity a 
and strength of Canada today and for generations to come—than a 
hy are gi a late stage of the war on the conscription | 
ee A ns 5 sequent statement of Mr. King’s, Col. Ralston | 
ah A ed. must point out,” he replies, “that when Bill 80| 
roduced and discussed in the House, nothing was said about 


an el i 
Satter toe E of cee ee eo E EN 
precise of a new condition not contemplated or 


tim i i 
meg e Government policy was laid down two years ; 
Inde 4 
vy, net OUBhOU tn correspondence, in one way and another, 
ducing conscription as t car danger to national poly panto: 
to picture this risk as ee per E anggesHon thergue cvouldglics 
fas ne o be undertaken. 
re realistically, draws attention to the tact Tiered is ae en 
conscription is very great. vit sei ths wnber yy -ob-ths tlds. of 
some measu i or dig med obvious,” 5 a 
a eee oie erpe or disunity could. Bey be eae cht J 
stand have iken ce What weighed so heavily with eine i 
si en were our pled y with me in the 
rectly to their families,” Bes to our fighting men and in- 


Few indeed, who r 
able to concl } padit 


hroj; A 
ude otherwise thee ‘his 


in the passage of Bill 80 į E preparatio 3 
80 in 1942 ns for such a measure | 
eve of cert i ” » His recurri ren “ $ 
war is see Ten disclose his hope at ie Utes ie: to “the (iia 
j while the fact that Col. Ralston ene eee 
al i n at at'a 
ternatives (to conscription) were sug- 


”, would seem to indi 
But the bitter ìcate || 


S part SR $ 
opinions, but that of this issue is not that Mr. King holds these | 


gh caught at firs! 
ere will be many Pa we 


Disgusted Wilh Hysterta 


Sir—Having read with mountin 
diaguat the iyetorleal Jotters print: 
ed in your editorial pa ae ague 
past few days, I aak tha Eihar 


i able letter be given 8P 


iare nol being ivan n fa 
w 


for a change 
rho recerd shows that the Gov- 


ernment recognizes, faces A 

cepta lla gravo rosponelbllity to 

provide relnforcements Lor 

army overscus, ‘Tho RO H 

mensuroy adopted to maa this nee’ 
r chance. 


First of all, whose tdea was It tha 
conscription Is the only solution to 
tho manpower pasblemt Who too} 
up and Intensified Connie Smythe 
Irresponsible. and un atriotic 
charges? | Col. Drew, rogresslVvc- 


Conservative, Who raised the hue 
and cry about draftees. and bullt up 
perie hystorla by pulling out a 

he stops on the theme of our boys 
overseas d Ing and being wounde 

while trained men remained. in 
Canada? The leader of the Pro- 
gressive-Conservative party, Mr, 
Bracken, whose deep ‘and touching 
concern for our men on the battle- 
fields is only exceeded by his de- 
sire for political power. If Mr. 
Bracken and his friends were con- 
cerned before everything with Can- 
ada's war-effort and with the wel- 
fare of our armed forces, they could 
not be campaigning so earnestly to 
disrupt Canadian unity, to divide 


the government, and sabotage the 
| government recruiting measures. 


The King government deserves 
the confidence of the people and of 
the army. In the eyes of the Allied 
nations Canada’s war effort is a 
proud one, and it was built on the 
basis of a united Canada led by a 
responsible government. In con- 
trast, Mr. Bracken and his com- 
any of power seekers bear a start- 
ing likeness to certain totalitarian 
rabble-rousers in Europe. It is 
clear that civil war, that betrayal 
of our fighting men, would be the 
calamitous price of the policy they 
advocate. In demanding conscrip- 
tion at this time, in disregard of the 
results of their subversive cam- 
paign against the government and 
against the people of Canada, they 
are guilty of the deepest treason. 

This is an appeal to reason, an 


a 
RISING ABOVE PARTY. 


The conflict that must be going on in the minds 
of many a Liberal Member of Parliament between 
his personal convictions and his party» allegiance 
on the question of despatching home defence 
troops to act as reinforcements overseas was illus- 

| trated here recently in the case of- Mr. Fred P. 
Whitman, M.P. for Mount Royal. At a Legion 
meeting, Mr. Whitman spoke on behalf of his 
party's stand against compulsory service overseas, 
and then voted as a member of the Legion in 
favor of just such a policy.’ 

No doubt it is hard for Liberals, as it would 
be for members of any other party, to break with 
their political chief on this matter. In any event, 
few have done so openly to date, But two West- 
ern members from the province of British Col- 
umbia have clearly stated their position in support 
of Col. Ralston as against Prime Minister King 
and the Cabinet. 

These are Fit,-Lt. James Sinclair, M.P, for 
Vancouver North, and George Cruickshank, M.P. 
for Fraser Valley, Sinclair has seen service in 
Africa and Italy in this war; Cruickshank is a 
veteran of the first world war. Both know some- 
thing of milltary reality, and have made up their 
minds accordingly. 

Neither should be regarded as having bolted 
his party. They have simply shown the courage 
of their convictions In a time of national crisis, 

eee 


appeal to my fellow countrymen to 
support the government whose war- 
record Is a [ne one, whose efforts 
to maintain a satisfactory flow of 
reinforcements overseas should be 
upheld and strengthened In the in- 
terests of victory, of the welfare o% 
our fighting men, and of a united 
Canada, 

(MRS) MIRIAM TAYLOR. 


Montreal, November 22. 


Cabinel Differences 


Sir,—In today's issue of The Gaz- 
cette, we read on the front page that 
because of the gravity of the mo- 
ment and the necessity of actin 

romptly, the Minister of Nationa 
War Services, Maj-Gen. L, R. La- 
Fleche, D.S.O., is undertaking a re- 
cruiting campaign to obtain needed 
relnforcements. 

On page 13, we learn through the 
Minister of Fisheries, Hon. Ernest 
Bertrand, that the war is won and 
that the only reason for the present 
grave fanat cal explosion in favor 
of com»ulsory service overseas is 
the desire of a group of men who 
wish to use the cry against the 
Prime Minister, etc. 

Here we have in effect two Min- 
isters of the same Government con- 
tradicting each other, one admitting 
the gravity of the situation and at- 
tempting to do something about St. 
The other creating the impression 
that there is nothing to worry about 
and that it is just politics, thereby 
hindering the efforts of his col- 
league. 

Who is right and who speaks for 
the Government? What does the 
Prime Minister say about it? 

G. E, LeRICHE. 

Montreal, November 20. 
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litle beyond tabling th 
yor e correspond i i 
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s Sere f put aside any lingering ada's fighting services, ae poe 
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overnment had at last decided to rise more rounding conscription here, But eet 
nearly to the level of its responsibilities, Quite the circuitious evasions of Can nue for them, 
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forcements is one that turns upon time, But the 
Government will attempt, by all the Parliament's 


delays, to blunt the sharp point of time and to 


blunt the issue with it. 

There is now clearly a struggle between the 
Government and the people as to whether or not 
the issue can be kept sharp. For if it is kept 
gharp—and only ff it is kept sharp—will it drive 


itself home. 
-a 


Ottawa, November %2—17—Text | fu 
of correspondence blween Prime 
Minister Mackenzte ‘ng and Col. 
J. L. Ralston, formerDejence Min- 
ister, follows : Genc 

COL, RALSTON ‘0 MR, KING, Ghadia) 


NOVEMBER 1: ; From Og 
October 18 wre ue 


in Italy, in nortWestern Europe 
and the United pigdom, 1 felt 
compelled to recormend as a re 
qu of my own eservations and 
nquirjes in the battle theatres fý 
and on the informtion and advice tter to w 
yeceived from my flicers, that due eeptiony 
io Infantry casuales being muci [ces are | 
greater than had been forecast 9 

Sn the best infomation available) 7 

jt had become neêssary to secur 
substantial numbrs of additional 

4ralned infantry prsonnel in ordéri 

o make reasona rovislon for 
the reinforcemen of our 'troo 
overseas. 

since it appearecclear to me tha 
enough volunteer ersomnel could 
not be made availble to meet the}! 
need, I considere that L had nop 
alternative but torecommend that}! 


N.RM.A. ersonni. be sent over- 
I felt tha z 


this was necessty 
pledges to our tinting 
The whole queson wa 
ed at very consideable length both 
at meetings of th cabinet and of 
the war committe of the cabinet 
My recommendaton was not ac: 
cepted. 
Alternatives wee suggested such 
as reducing our commitments oF 
breaking up unitsor formations. I 
felt I could not cocur in this when 
these trained N.RM.A. men were 
available; and the at this crucial 
period Canada’s 
ort our men in 
o relax: but to 
task to help shor 
speed the victory. R > 
It was suggested that, if a furth- 
er appeal were nade to trained 
lby ministers 0 


fo on wi 
òn the war and 


lunter 
fficiat numbers 
Ths suggestion in- 


overseas 
teers were not ava le, 
personnel would be ent. > 
the course which I ad 
colleagues had unduslood 
follow from your speech» in 
Tt was in effect wha: T, as min 
ter, have repeatedly ai 
house since then. 
No such assurance WS 
ing. On the contrary it | 
ed in the discussions that 
ernment as a whole (er 
leagues excepted) do nit 
that your speech com 
government to this courpe. 
I consider myself bound by wha 


I have said in the ae Our ais 


ferences are fundamental on 
vital matter of reinforcing, OU 
troops, and consequently i nd as Fe-\ te 
quested by you. I at once, 

my resignation as Minister 0! 
tlona) Defence. t 

In the stand I have taken I 
considered that my first tho 
should be my guty to our tig 
men in our sverseas army- 

I wish every success to 
tinguished citizen *who 
sland will take up the duties of Ų 
department, and at the same 
I want to express to you my 


jation of the OPP! 
tunity I have had of serving, 
Canada’s war activities. 

MR. KING TO COL, RALS 
NOVEMBER 3. 


I thank you 


day afternoon. 
today I have no 


to send you a T K 
You will recall that it was M 


until October 19 that you inf 
the cabinet, war committee thata 
had received a report from the tig 
of staff at Canadian Military Hese 
quarters In London, stating that t 
future effective maintenance Of .° oi 
fatees in the two theatres of opers | 
tions required that additional’ perp 
sonnel made available ™ 
Canada. 

This was the first report made 
the government that the 


reinforcemen 
You 


éply 


GAZETUR. MO) 


à es itlee following the Quebec 
sul rec: | comm. ; 
GE TABLED | sag i eu Po o| Senter fia i dig maii 
Krave a view of the probable a telved tm the meantime, the po 
tition whieh wouid Pasali, and, v4 sibility Of difficulties regarding in- 
Wip on in tie country ‘night sere easily, in my view, for keeping 
poll lousy weaken our support fo CrUMA. ersonnel available in the 
ago,” Wos lald down two years|ormy, ns well ns for other phases light of the uncertainties 
g% of our war effort, that I believed | May I again come back to the 
MA ou mention that you always] !t was preferable ' to redouble OUr | penl crux of this matter, which is 
received assurances {hat additional| wat efforts to secure the required | the actual ànd urgent situation 
commitments would not jeopardize} results by voluntary means, |n-| which L reported. in taniy on py 
IntoreePacity to provide needed ro-| cluding a special appeal to thej return from overseas. and which 
nforcements. I recall that | havo A. personnel and a review | considered left me no alternative 
unde vad that 1 could not] of the employment ot, the very but to PERPER I did. 
z ake hat yeinforcemants| CONsdernble number of gene L. RALSTON TO MR. KIX 
would always bo aviinblo wholly | sarvia personnel perving th cam | «CO ; mE ENG 


expre. 

h ‘SS My recognition of 

es ha services in al Hita ac- 

these mos Q, Meant to Canada in 
St difficult years, 

COL. f 


NOVEMBRESTON TO MR. KING 


discussed at the time government 


ember 3 came 
a evening periment very late in the 
tion 1” fey Mt date, On considera- 


that over the | fro; NOVEMBER 14 
i mM y nda . 
T could Antena matters which | that eee Ny. pont howe ite cris ab Col, EAC aN, 1 have your letter of November 
my writing you Rae prevented | heayy Proportion of intantey chee NOVEMBER 101 i jo rê aoa eed ike Torther 
Phas second, third and fourth Halton and the developments of] 1 nollee that hi n reply tn a re- ler espondence elween us. 
onthe Vital pa Phs of your letter War we need trained voln-| quest for nn explanatory statement 1 do not think there could be any 


Pho apse. forcements, whicl ider i i 

‘our troops, | Rer to imply that the main issue) tk ta Nhich I consider onjon your resignation, which aP» |jpjury to security whatever in pub- 
n ae e best examin f 
eae Be [fet that the Need ia ccd by Ihe | of the aituatdon “are not Avaliable | you the "cay chen, Yovember yd | Honing, the letter, and the corre: 
ational “De. additional infant provide for m volunteers. And we have un-|that you feel “that responsibility the | termalion E Soir soe ts 
[ee on SPiN Re upil Geto: | toned NRG aunt” ict] ends an gule bleng [th erp 2PM and ie 
on my ret = ‘RMA. personnel, which I] primarily to the Primo Minister. ter of Natlonal Defence and 
Don uarn from my over- | think we are bound to. use. With thle, of course, 1 am In come he Minister of Justice. 


Tovige needed 
© at he meth 
Si 


ay I arrived home, 


In this connection 1 should re- 
mind you that all the formations 
Which we are seeking to. support 
today are formations which had 
been authorized by the government 
and approved by parliament geet 
fous to your speeches m 1042, 

This brings me to your polnt 
about cinunity m Canada, My 
clean T think, that Met atl 

adt » that 1 have realized, 
from the first timo the 


poto necord, and In tho broadenst 

mado on Wednenday night, No- 
vember D, I sought to discharge 
that Panona oliyi 

The report added thal you had 
sold you recognized that’ in this 
matter the public and tho armod 
forcoa wore entitled to full Informa- 
tlon vonylstent with military secu- 
rity. With thin niso, I agree, 

The report continues: “I would 
assume, sald Colonel Ralston In hle 


I feel I oug 


rding Privy Council secrecy, 
Rega im to point out that one 


eech of November 8 conlains 
oMerences to matters treated, de- 
bated and resolved in council dis- 


cussions, an 


d I am sure these re- 


ces would not have been made 
forar you not considered that they 


were 


ermissible, Furthermore, 


ou had no hesitation in May, 1942, 


n publishing ta correspondence 


r. Cardin's resig- 


i Hon. 
method or meth; | War committee the next day, I do|was ralsed, the grave jo peaten ister | regarding tained references 
think y x Q a ssibilitivs }slatomaent, that the Primo Minis fon, which contained refer: 
age this fundamental te beta letter represents all [of division, That ‘ls wy trom the would Inform the public of tha naron eli discussions, 


leg also say “in 
L Reads I have con- 


or to war 


from time to time with regard to 
e 


suffice it to say that 


given by me to you 
committee or to cabinet 
reinforcement situation; but 
T have not at 


eed | any tìme withheld any information 


Ly that bave always had 
thaght gpd conception 
wamsall of our fighting | 

ter this reason that 1| 
ens I have to see that 
effon in the present war 
the anaximum” of which 


which appeared to require atten- 
tion, 


_ The point is that when I obtained 
information which led me to be- 


lieve that the need for infantry re- 


inforcements could not be met by 


departmental action alone, I so re- 
y | ported at the earliest possible date, 
and I presented this information as 
fully as possible with my recom- 
y|mendation for action. The fact that 
such information was not expected 
or was disturbing has no bearing, 


d|I think, on the essential question of 


z accomplish- 
‘hog: morethan five years 
and this on the eve of 
ictey. 
male it clear that I am 


of the necessity which I presented. 


Regarding the assurance as to re- 
inforcements given in August: You 
refer to the combining of existing 
units in Italy into an infantry bri- 
gade. Any assurance on this point 


beginning to the end of my usso- 
ciation with the Department of Na- 
tional Defence I have done every- 
thing I could to avoid it, and to 
maintain a wally volunteer army 
Overseas. I have had regretfully to 
come to the conclusion that to 
make reasonable provision for re- 
inforcements it Was necessary to 
recommend action to make N.R- 
M.A. men available, It seemed ob- 
vious that some measure of dif- 
ference or disunity could not be 
avoided whichever course were 
taken. What weighed so heavily 
With me in the stand I have taken 
Were our pledges to our fighting 
men and indirectly to their fam- 
ilies, 

T want to thank you most sincere- 
ly for our very generous references 
to any services I may have render- 
ed to Canada during these difficult 
years, p 
MR. KING TO COL. RALSTON, 
NOVEMBER 10: 


circumstances by making available 
my letler of resignation and any. 
further correspondence belween us 
in the matter, The correspondence 
will speak for Itself, J therefore 
refrain from making any statement 
at present,” É 

In addition to the obligation upon 
a member of a government to res- 
pect military secrecy in making in- 
formation public, there is also the 
obligation of secrecy respectiny ca- 
binet deliberations, imposed by the 
oath of the members of the Privy 
Council, “to keep close and secret 
all such matters as shall be treated, 
debated and resolved on in Privy 
Council, without publishing or dis- 
closing the same, or any part there- 
of, by word, writing or any other- 
wise to any person out of the same 
council, ibut to such only as be of 
the council,” 

The Privy Councillor's oath is 
not less binding upon the Prime 
Minister than upon all other mem- 
bers of the Privy Council. It is 


tollallow the course out- | Was given by the officers who knew! I have duly received your letter| an obligation I am bound to res- 
ny speeches liament | the situation, and as I have already | of November 7. It seems to call| pect. one of which I must take the 
{ tat course should ever | told you, the corps commander ad- | for one or two observations. fullest account in considering the 
| but Ido not believe | vised me waoen I was in Italy re- The statement in my letter of No-| course to be pursued in making 
k i necessary, cently that the casualties sustained | yember 3 regarding the assurance as| available to the publie the corres- 
i by this brigade were no greater | to reinforcements, given in August,| pondence which has passed be- 

not been | than those which had been forecast | has relation to the assurance spe-| tween us concerning your resigna- 


— to say noth- 


unity and strength of 


ög issue. I believe that 
sie would almost cer- 
į were the House of 
e asked to endorse an 
| Puncil extending the 
[gvice of N.RMA. per- 
oFlude service overseas. 
Pperent that conscrip- 

TSeas service is neces- 
poll eupport of Canada’s 


on, 


for the units if they had operated 
separately. 

The discussions at Quebec, of 
which you make mention, had noth- 
ing to do with te geiniorcement 
ituation oyerseas, but were 1 jz 
AAS with participation in the 
war against Japan. 


eption to my state- 
eo far our differences are 
fundamental on the vital. matter 
of reinforcements.” I have given vac 
facts regarding these di erences 
in my letter of resignation. quale, 
when my recommendation ie nol 
b cepted, when there ‘ 
enen as to what 


agreement between Meh the gov- 


V i o wi } 7 
vee t poli itted itself in 1942, 
and when there 1s disagreement af 
to what is tbe present policy, ia 
h re fundamental difference r 
E prepared to fol- 


cifically given at that time by the 


chief of staff to the war committee 
of the cabinet that the reinforce- 
ment situation was satisfactory. You 
will recall that the matter arose 
out of proposals submitted by you 
on the recommendation of Lt,-Gen, 
Stuart for the authorization of cer- 


ation of the additional infantry 
brigade to which you refer, The 
assurance sought and given had di- 
rect reference to the state of the 
reinforcement pool, . 


The reference in my letter to the 
discussions at Quebec was not to 
any specific matter discussed there, 
but rather to the fact that no ques- 
tion of any possible need of addi- 
tional reinforcements was raised 
at that time. If, on September 14, 
at the time members of our “war 
committee and our own chiefs of 
staff were in conference with Mr.’ 


tion. 

I haye the added responsibility 
for which I will be held account- 
able by parliament, of advising the 
Crown as to the time and place 
at which publicity should be given 
to such communications. This res- 
ponsibility is particularly great at 


and f i he point is that we are faced| tain additional personnel for var-|a time of war. 
E ia a SeA wie a Practical situation which has | joys units and formations of the] In your letter of November 1 you 
Ið stage of war on the|to be met. army overseas, including the form-] say: "The whole question was dis- 


cussed at very considerable length 
both at meetings of the cabinet and 
the war committee of the cabinet.” 
In subsequent paragraphs you pro- 
ceed to set forth matters which 
were “treated and debated” in coun- 
cil, 

I cannot feel that I would be jus- 
tified, in the light of this obliga- 
tion, in advising the publication of 
those portions of your letter relat- 
ing to the deliberations in council 
or of those portions or Ì; 


such matters 
crown, and 


ermission to make 
ublic is vested in the 
since the matter is of 


In any case, 


intense public interest I beg enost 
respectfully to suggest that you zd- 
vise His Excellency to assent to the 
release of my letter and the further 
correspondence, 


(Mr. King announced at the end 


of the reading of the correspon- 


yere] 
terring to what you have said re- 


ce that there had been a fur- 
ther letter from himself to Col. 
Ralston in which he had signified 
his intention of publishing the ex- 
change of letters.) 


ainal river In 


You say you are Proved in your specting these discussions. 
she y m urse outlined in | you and the British chiefs of | SPecting . 
You <p esti low, jas in parliament in ioi it Sanl the probable duration of a beleve there soona be an ex- 
‘sions spoe course should ever, be thas the war and the future employ- | ¢ mae o AER etween us with 
fary, but you do not believe Ít PAS | ment. of our forces were under | respect ©, which no question as to 
aeoo necessary. There ue ital | discussion, there was any possibil- the propriety of publication could 
sagreement between us on the Vit’) ity of our having to resort to con- | arise. 
point as to the meaning ow re- | scription to obei. additional, re- COL. RALSTON TO MR. KING, | 
i a view ‘of ei PARE Aaedessary" Your, vlew de” | fntoreemept forthe army, betore | NOVEMBER T: 
stated ara Enb cently. PRATS to | jy that possibility should have been | `I have your letter of November 
et were not min the war,” “necessary to rt| made known. In the absence of] 10 marked “secret,” in reply to 


accept your recom- 
pana) your possi. 
on these grounds, I 

to ascertain the 


the 
m; 
A 


ae (68 sary to ave! 
ay oF catastro; 
d “necessary 
“necessary to 

y reinforc- 


Canadian soil, A 
lamity 
some reat ne wor 


he,” jmarlly 


sions, There 
fundamental 
on this point, 


army. You sa 


‘d|be wholly clear 


y|the word 


any such information, members of 
the cabinet were entitled to assume 
that the reinforcement situation 
continued to be satisfactory, 


What was meant: by the word 
“necessary” as used in my speeches 
j jament in 1942, will I think 
in Parlia. trom the context 
a ears in Hansard, I thin 
you are In error, in, attributing to 

erent significance o 
the wal “necessary” than- that 
hich it has in my speeches jin 
arliament 
The reference to a general elec- 


mine. (It refers to my letter of 
November 7; I presure you mean 
my letter of November 6.) 

With reference to the assur- 
ances given by the responsible of- 
ficers to the war committee, I had 
the same assurances as you, and as 
explajned to me and to you the 
changed situation arises from the 
unexpectedly heavy proportion of 
infantry casualties, 


Rogarding the meeting at Quebec, 
I still think that thls has, for the 
reasons mentioned in my letter of 
November 6 really no relevance to 


i letter, as in our previ- 
non ecajn on the matter, was 


accomplishmen 


my, recommendation. 
thing should b 
e 


ou speak as if "any possibility" 


re d 
iliy of 


ree d È “condition” to the| of having to resort to conscription 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1944 


A NATION'S HEALTH 
IS 


A NATION'S WEALTH 


ONLY ONE SOLUTION 

OTHING thst occurred in the House of 
Commons yesterday contributed in the | 
least to the solution of the reinforcement | 
problem. That problem, as we have repeat- | 
edly stated, can be reduced to very simple 
terms: The Canadian Army overseas needs 
trained infantry reinforcements and needs 
hem These reinforcements are avail- 
able in Canada. The decision that must be 


made 
Neither debate in the House nor the publica- 


soon. 


is whether or not to send them. 


tion of correspondence helps to achieve that 
purpose and a thoroughly aroused nation 
eagerly awaits a cleer-cut, unequivocal deci- 
$ sion. 

So far as House action is concerned, much 
depends, of course, ON what General Mc- 
Be Naughton has discovered during the few 
weeks in which he has canvassed the situa- 


tion thoroughly. When the former Com- 
mander of the Canadian Army first assumed 
the post of Minister of National Defence, he 
was convinced that the voluntary system 
could still provide the needed reinforcements. 
He did not, of course, rest there;, he „began 
7 . ‘itary 
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| the House. Members in all parts of the House had asked 
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-16,000 Made Available 
By Order In Council | 


Dramatic Policy Change Is 
Announced by Premier King 


McNAUGHTON IN ACCORD 


OTTAWA, Nov. 23—(Star Special by 
Staff Correspondent) — Developments came in 
rapid fire order today after a long night session 
of the Cabinet, a longcaucus of Liberal mem- 
bers this morning, a special meeting of the 
Cabinet. Council at noon. : 

When the House of Commons opened, the 
Prime Minister announced that an Order-in- 
Council had been passed applying conscription 
for service anywhere overseas to 16,000 
draftees, the so-called Zombies of the Home 
Defence Army of 60,000. 

Premier King declared he would do all in 
his power to prevent dissolution of the House 
and an election while the war in Europe was 
still in progress. 

He gave notice that tomorrow he would 
move for a vote of confidence in his Govern- 


ment. 
> Premier King Announces Order 
it... TTAWA, Nov. 23—(C. P)—Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King» read to the Commons 


16,0010 draftées available for service overseas. 

‘The order authorized their dispatch to the United King- 
dom, Europe and other war zones including, the Pacific. g 

Tihe order-in-council implemented’ '*‘Bill 80” the taneh: 
discussed amendment to the National Resources Mobilization 
Act, passed in 1942, which authorizes the Government to send 
Home Defence troops anywhere, _ 

Previous tere under Bill 80 authorized“ their use in the 
West Indies, Alaska, the Aleutian Islands, Labrador and New- 
foundland. 

The House listened in silence as Mr. 
and then tabled it. 

A burst of applause rose from 
porters but others remained silent. 

“Hurray!” called some opposition members, 

"Surrender!" called one. 


House Not to Be Dissolved 


Mr. King said he would do all in his Power to prevent 
dissolution of the House while Canadians still are at the front 

Mr. King made his comment after Gordon : 
Progressive Conservative House Leader, had said there was a 
question of confidence in the Government. 

Mr. King said he was confident of support 


King read the order 


some government sup- 


Graydon, 


i f S j 
given him in | 


that he stay in office until the war was over, 
$ er AERA pap" . 4 


—— 
WHaTH ER— Moderately 
Complete we 


MONT, 


DRAFTEES T0 


an order-in-council making 
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VEMBER 23, 1944 


SENT 


r. King said he regarded a motion standing in his name 
1 the order paper calling for support of the House to the 
overnment in the war effort as a motion of confidence. 
Mr. King made the statement during a discussion on pro- 
te of the special sitting of the House to discuss reinforce- 
ts. 

e motion to which the Prime Minister referred appeared 
w commons order paper today. It will be debated tomor- 


“l regard this as a motion of confidence,” Mr. King said. 


Essential to National Interest 


The compulsion order said it was essential to the national 
rest and for the effective prosecution of the war to provide 
uate reinforcements. 

It now had become necessary to assure adequate reserves 
tend the locale in which certain personnel might be re- 
d to serve. 3 

The order authorized the Defence Minister to despatch to 
nited Kingdom or the European or Mediterranean theatres 
perations “Such personnel in such numbers as may be ap- | 
ed by order-in-council.” 

The number specified in the or 
sroved was 16,000. 

The Defence Minister was ted. 
thorized to take all necessary | purpose nisl 
2ps to give effect to the system to me ea eRe 5,000 addi- 
easure and required person-| tional trained infantry must be 
+] dispatched by the order to| available early in December -to 
zrform training, service or 


safeguard the osition at the end 
ity ordered by any superior 


der as being immediately 


“I have said that It is our 
to maintain the voluntary 


January, that another 5,000 
ast be found in January and 


fficer. The order said per- iome, 6,000 in the succeeding 
hs, 
connel affected would be on mr have brought these facts be- 


gues in the cabinet. 
- council has been 
ng the service of 
men to the Euror 
{£ operations. 


ictive service. 


JRAFTEES TO BE SENT 
ro EUROPEAN FRONT 


Gen. McNaughton told the Com- 
mons that the home defence sol- 
ee oS ill be used only to 

t the atre of| “This power will be 
pperations, ae ene the extent necessary to make up 
He Said an order-in-counci] un-|the numbers of reinforcements re- 
der the provisione of the Nationa. gorea Na 
sources Mobiliza' en, Mc 
ean passed ep tieat je Se no difference between himself and | 

This, he explained, is the num- | his predecessor In office, Col, J, L. 
per required meet foreseen re-| Ralston, on purpose but there was 
jnforcements needs for overseas |a difference on methods of provid- | 
infantry formations over and |ing needed reinforcements, 
above [hose likely to be available | On coming into the Cabinet he 
nder the voluntary system. believed the traditional voluntar 
The announcement came at the!system, given full public support, | 
nd of the new minister's first|would provide the men. To iye 
eveech to the House, one made by|abandoned Ìt at that time migh 
ourtesy of the members, since he|well not have increased but ac- 
nol yet been clected and in|jually decreased the flow of rein- 
ch he discussed the reinforce- |{oreements, 

t situation frankly. “Since then,” 
d that except for some |have altered. 
ʻe are able to meet all ‘been riveted on 
from men who have|—— 
voluntarily,” he 


fore my collea 
An order - in 
passed extendi 
this number of 
pean theatre o. 


LIMITED AUTHORITY 
FOR DRAFTEE USE 


ghton said there was | 


sS 
j 
whi 
mer have sal 
me 


' he sald, “conditions 
Public attention has 
these matters. The} 


u Sti 


BUN RISHS 6.05; SETS 5.16 


OV 


oes 
paferapint need of reinforcements 
n adequate supply has been recog- 
nized throughout our land from 
coast to const.” 

Since — takin office ho has 
pressed the application of tho vol- 
untary system and pressed com- 
pletion of the organtzation and 
training of home defence soldiers. 

Ditticullles deterring them from 
volunteering for overseas service 
Nad been In large part removed, 
District officers commanding had 
told him they doubted require- 
ments could be met through the 
volunteer system but loyally un- 
dertook to make another effort. 

“This they have now done,” he 
sald, “and I must admit that the 
results have nol been adequate, I 
am advised that thcre are very 


many N.R.M.A. mén who will not 


volunteer under present circum- 
stances but who are quite willing 
to be sent overseas.” 
McNAUGHTON SAYS 

NO RECENT SHORTAGE 

Stating the problem in terms of 
“numbers and times” the Minister 
said there was no present shortage 
in the total number of men re- 
quired overseas and no over-all 
shortage in sight. 

There were difficulties in trans- 
ferring men quickly from one arm 
of the service to another and lim- 
its on the extent to which remus- 
tering could be carried’ out. 

The infantry had experienced 
heavy casualties in Italy and West- 
ern Europe. The total casualties 
were not greater than estimates but 
infantry casualties were. Should 
casualties continue at present high 
rates a shortage in infantry rein- 
forcements might occur late in 
January or February. 

Against it there would be large 
numbers in the depots whose train- 
ing was approaching completion. 

There were, however, many un- 
certainties, such as delay in sailing 
dates which might prevent get- 
ting these, troops forward at the 
right tip Later in the spring or 
early mer forecasts showed 
another period of possible short- 
age in infaatry reinforcements, 

Inside the general infantry re- 
inforcements problem was a short- 
age of reinforcements for French- 
-peame units which had experi- 
enced heavy casualties. Special 


measures were being taken to 
meet this, 


_ Actual dispatches overseas dur- 
ing the present year would be 

eater than originally planned. 
Shipping had been arranged to the 


greater 


p% 
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a hrough these lines 
rar lege warfare of 
character and 
must. have guns 


“Ty bre 
we must tutn lo 8 
the mosi Intonse 


nbovo nll else we 3 
nnd shella In lavish quantities. 


u earned In the Jast war 
and nonin in this that In selge 
warfare there Is Nile opportuntt 
for manoeuvre, When w aitare 
we musl use vasl quantities o 
sholls to crush oul of existence 
wide sections of the enemy's a 
fonce and to paralyse his garia 
sony and so free Ihe way for i ie 
advances of our Infantry cloeely 
supported by the fire of mobile 
mana 
et was therefore Important to 
be sure the rembustering of men 
from other arms to Infantry was 
not carried too far and that the 
supply of shells and munitions was 
kept up. 

MORE PRODUCTION 

HELD GREAT NEED 

A call had gone out for more 
production and this had to be given 
first priority on the ‘industrial 
effort. 

“I believe that the effort which 
is required can be made without 
diversion of men needed for re- 
inforcements,” said Gen. McNaugh- 
ton. 

“We can divert men from less 


essential industries. We can use 
many more women. We can use 
some of the personnel in the 


armed forces who ate not in the 
categories fit for service overseas. 
“I have proposals in this connec- 
tion which I hope to raise in Jater 
discussions to arrive at an effec- 
tive use for large numbers of men 
who have come into the army in 
Canada, both general service and 
N.R.M.A, who never can be em- 
Ployed in battle.” 
The General disclosed he had 
reviewed the whole Zombie pic- 
ture since coming into office, He 
said some of them had been 
trained and some only partially 
trained. Some had been used as 
solaiers and some to gather crops 
work in the mines and the woods. 
“I do not doubt that all these 
works are of national importance 
but I do not think they should be 
done by soldiers to the prejudice 
of their proceeding overseas." he 
said. i 
Some of the men had received 
pay on an extravagant scale and 
it Was not io their personal ad- 
vantage to voluntee "i 
service. r for overseas 
It had been deci 
with long service o 
have first claim 


ded that men 
verseas should 
on “employment 


end of December and additional Mie neat when, {he war ends. 
ships could be obtained if they! had not volunteered. pen, who 
could be used, held until they could be ema 
16,000 MEN WOULD ized without prejudice to the 
REMOVE ANXIETY o TE a ie. Wide 

All anxiety would be removed iflg ee yy He N.RMA, is 
16,000 men could be provided, and, likely to aes fose „fit and 


since every possible economy in the 
employment of fit general” service 


men was now made or in effect, 
the only source was the N.R.M.A.. 
popularly known as “Zombies”. 


ard battles lay ahead since the 
Allies now were engaged in seige 
warfare. They were attacking fixed 


and strongly held defences. 


An old gunner who made his 
ty, name jn the employment 
illery to batter a way for in- 
fantry through the German de- 
fences in the first great war, Gen, 
brief 
Jeclure on the present military 


militat 
of art 


McNaughton, swung into a 


problem, 


“We now, both in Italy and in 
are up 


northwestern .Europe, 
against fortified zones 


of grea 
depth and strength 


with 


has been able to concelve,” he said 


every 
obstacle and device to hamper our 
advance which the German mind 


e efficient soldi 
into units to act as a resa 
future requirements for combat 
operations, Arrangements for this 
could be effected quickly, 
Some hundreds of men en 
on building the Sunnybrook 
pital at Toronto could 
ack to their units but b 
tne im 


gaged 
Hos- 
be called 
ecause of 
ortance of the w 
would be left on it for try Rey 
man an hysically fit would 
e replaced wi men inl 
categories. ss 
STANDARDS OF TRAINING 
TO BE AT HIGH LEVEL 


Standards of training for sı 
combat units would be brought we | 
the high level insisted on overseas 

There were a considerable num- 
ber of N.R.M.A, men below combat 
standard but useful for field ser- 
vice behind the battle front, 


They would be organized in em- 


t 


AS 


| ployment companies to do unskill- 
ed labor wherever required to set 


free combat troops from such 
work, From this “Employment 
Corps” it was proposed to dis- 


charge any men required to hel 
on works of national import. 
for the prosecution of the war. 


Responsibility for the selection 
of such works with a view to their 
Importance and to seeing that sol- — 
diers did not deprive civilians for. 
employment would be peaa on. ; 
Reconstruction Minister Howe first! 
and on Labor Minister Mitchell 
secondly. Employment companies 
would not he used on non-military | 
works without certificates from 
the labor and ‘reconstruction de- 
partments. 


Only pay and allowances pro! 
vided in military regulations would. 
be allowed and leave in the em-; 
ployment companies would be no) 
more generos than for overseas 
troops. | 

Cases of N.R.M.A. men who be- | 
come physically unfit would be 
considered individually and those 
below category for service would 
be discharged. 


Others with low category who, 
by reason of technical or other 
qualifications, should be placed in 
industry would be placed ina 
reserve subject to recall for mili- 
tary duties. 


GALLERIES PACKED 
FOR DRAMATIC DAY 


The members of the Commons 
today again fled to their seats 
before packed galleries. For the 
second day, crowds began assem- | 
bling at the main entrance of the | 
Parliament Building hours before 
the sitting opened at 3 p.m., E.D.T. } 
Before the day's business began, ' 
the Prime Minister conferred brief-| 
ly with Speaker J. A. Glen. | 

The Prime Minister then read! 
Orders-in-Council covering the ap- 
pointment of Munitions Minister 
Howe as Reconstruction Minister, | 
former Pensions Minister Mac- 
kenzie as Veterans' Minister, and 
Hon. Brooke Claxton as Health 
Minister. | 

“Are these the only Cabinet 
changes?” an Opposition member. 
asked. 

Dr. H. A. Bruce (PC—Toronto 
Parkdale) said he wished to pre- 
sent a petition signed by 139 men 
and women of his cons{ituency 
and urging the sending of Home 
Defence troops overseas and the 
imposition of total conscription. : 

R. H. McGregor (PC—York 
East) said he wished to table a 
similar petition from the people of 
his constituency. 


J. W. Noseworthy (C.C.F.-York | 
South) said he had two similar 
petitions from his electors and 
wished to table them. E 

On the orders of the day, Dr.| 
Bruce asked the Prime Minister} 
if, in view-of the disagreement] 
with former Defence Minister | 
Ralston, he would explain to the}, 
House what he meant by his com-/ 
ment that draftees would be sent 
Overseas if necessary, | 

Speaker J. A. Glen called Dr.} 
Bruce to order, and Mr. King pro- | 
ceded to read the Order-in-Coun- 
cil making draftees liable for scr-| 


ance | 


oe 


vice overseas, 
GRAYDON OBJECTS 
TO SECRET MEETINGS 
Mr, Graydon repeated earlier | 
objections to any suggestion of. 
secret sitting. $ 
Mr. King said he was not sayin 
that there should be a secre = 
slon, but it should be recogni 
that Gen. McNaughton would h 
to withhold some informa 
he spoke enly-in open. 4 
There was a burst of appli 


as Gen. McNaughton entered 
Commons chamber. Several 
bers stood up at their d 

there was a hush as he 


oe 


c 


Motion Asks 


OTTAWA, Nov. 
(Star Special) — Notice 


ceedings of the 


vote on its conduct of the war 
effort of this country. 

It is announced that tomor- 
row the Prime Minister will 
move: 

“That this House will aid 
the Government in its policy 
of maintaining a vigorous 
war.” 

That ts all that the announce 
ment gives. , 

This move on the part of the 


Opposition to get a quick vote on 
when Gordon Grayton, Pro 


immediate sending overseas of fit, 


trained men of Can 


omer for lack of notice. - 

Until late last night members 
of the Cabinet met.” There was 
mo statement as to what took 


were distributed this 


a-Vote would be sought, 


OPPOSITION IS EXPECTED _ 
TO MOVE AN AMENDMENT 


There is no mention of conscrip- 
tion in the motion. In this way 
it is hoped to get a vote of con- 


war effort without dealing speci- 
fically with conscription It is 
hardly likely that this will suc- 
ceed, however, without the Op- 
position moving an amendment, 

Division in the councils of the 
Cabinet, widely reported last 
night, appeared to have been bet- 
tered asa resut of the night 
meeting of Ministers. The con- 
clusions were reported to a caucus 
of Government supporters. 


sources this morning was that 
“reinforcements will be forth- 
ing.” This was not elabor- 


The probability _ 
resignations was being 


The Premier’s motion is one that 
only the most resolute isolationists 
of the Bloc Populaire would be 
likely to vote against. 

The Progressive Conservative 
motion proposed yesterday and 
ruled out on technical grounds of 
notice being required was not in 
f the order paper today. Appar- 
ee ently it has been dropped in favor 
ide 2 of some other strategy. 

ie That a time límit for the 
ak draftees to “come across" has been 
J3 set was a renewed report this 
morning, but acceptance of it as 
an accurate statement was dis- 


uraged. 
chase that the motion amend- 
iment of Mr. Graydon, was < 


layng politics” was d 
jupon by some Cogia speaking 
| Liberals as a reason for “seeing the 
| Government through” on the con- 
iption wssue. 

ete ublication of the 
\lengthy Ralston-King resignation 
| correspondence the pub! and 
Parliament are still without any 
precise information on mexovam 
seas Arm ‘orcemen 

Y aas an inteligent, in- 


eth 
i 


McNaught 
The most accurate 

lable 1s that Col, 
“formation aval al tod a given 


t v: 
Estimated there would an 


age of, infantry, 3,000 by | 
‘ant 000 oF 3,000 by 
only ot of January, and around 
py the end of | 


of 


23 
is 
‘given in the Votes and Pro- 


House of 
Commons today that the Gov- 
ernment intends to ask for a 


the conscription issue. Yesterday 


sive House Leader, attempted to 
present a motion calling for the 


ada's Home De- 
fence Army, it Was ruled out of 


fidence in the Government in its 


|Aid of House pirenea 


ediy atricult. and. 


King Administration is understood) ere given on such pertinent, im- 
to be an attempt to forestall j 
further moves on the part of ‘ae 


morning there was the notice that |. 


The information from Cabinet} renewed — should it be by resort 


| 


l 
place but when the Votes and Pro- | 
ceedings 


'| Liberal Government, 


inet, it 
was not còn 
that Colonel ttalation and the Gen. 
eral Staff were Warranted In an. 
nen inuati ve og exten 
f ion xtra 

high infantry casuallies ny 
[CANADIAN ARMY'S REST 
NOT POLITICAL MOVE 

Tt Is to be noted, too, t | 
Canadian Army in Westerns A] 
hope after fighting almost™ con! 
‘ ously since D-day on June 6, 

as now been withdrawn from the, 
front lines for a much needed rest, 
which may last from threo weeks 
to a month, | This procedure a 

withdrawal from the front line for 
rest periods follows similar recog- 
nized military tactics of the Groat 
War and was not in any way 
brought about by the political 

crisis here, 

The Ralston-King correspond: 
‘ence js notable for what informa- 
| tion it failed to give as well ds for 

what it did give. No figures at all 
paR points as to what rein- 
| torcements are actually available 
i| in land and in Canada, It did 
y not give any casualty figures nor 

indicate to what extent the casu- 
allies exceeded the estimate. Like- 
wise the correspondence gave no 
~ information as to the basis of esti- 

mates of future infantry casualties 
before arriving at the point of 
which Col. Ralston spoke of as 
requiring “reasonable provision” of 
reinforcements, or whether the 
Caen and Schelde casualties were 
taken as the yardstick. 
HISTORY REPEATING 


Í ITSELF IN OTTAWA 


History repeats itself ing Parlia- 
mentary and political situations. 
i| The truth of that has renewed 
| emphasis in what is going on here 
| and now, in the subject Bane dis- 
| cussed, and in its internal effects 
| upon the Liberal party and the 


| The old issue of conscription is 
up again. It is precisely the same 
ane involving precisely the same 
principle, and brought about by. 
| the same conditions as governed 
| in 1917. E 
| The question then was rein- 
forcements for the Canadian 
Army overseas in order to fill the 
gaps occasioned by casualties on 
the battle line. 
The same question of reinforce- 
ments is up now. The same 
question of how to supply them is 


to compulsion or by further re- 
Jiance on the voluntary system? 
MULTIPLICATION OF 
PARTIES ALTERS SCENE 


Nevertheless, there are points of 
difference between the two situa- 
tions. In 1917 a Conservative Ad- 
ministration was in office, Now 
there is a Liberal Administration. 
In 1917 there were only two par- 
ties in.the House, Conservatives 
‘and Liberals. Now there is an 
assorted variety of parties, some 
of them small coming out of the 
political evolutions in the last few 


yin motion Gordon Graydon in- 
troduced in ‘the House yesterday 
afternoon calls for the enforce- 
ment of the Mobilization Act and 
for the sending overseas forth- 
with of those In the Canadiany 
Army who have been trained to 


0. 

E The motion which the Opposi- 
tion House Jeader presented yes- 
terday js not inherently a motion 
of non-confidence. It would be 


spinnin 
Sansom Named 


To Probe Press 
Interviews 


Pj) 
TAWA, Nov. 23—(B.U! 
teak Gen. E. W. Sartoni Nea) 
beon named head of a ge Ta 
quiry to Investigate the BE = ee 
lerviews given Monday nig 


the Paclfle Coast by high ranking | 


officers of the sixth Division; Iwas 


re today. 
Cage sald to be already 
aa NA qway to the Pacific Coas: 
lane to gel his inquiry aroan 
oe the earliest possible 


that—and the "O Is a very Irge 
ane— Ho doubt he would evolvo ll 
himself, 


There can be no doubt that a 
situation of gravity has deyaloped al 
over’ Unis, question n Le ye an way E 
ment and m tho boru ye mom . F £ 
the correspondence whieh has beon The exact form which p m 
tabled Colonel Ralston asserted, ulry will Lake—whe It will be 
and the Prime Minister dented, fe n court or whether it ve od 
that thore was a fundamental dif- Initially nt least, merely a p ee 
ference of vlew between them on mental Investigation—was not r 
the question of rolnforcements, vealed. 
Tho difference, as Mr, King claims, Ident with the news of 
Is over the question as lo Whether, Colncl yatment to probe the 
m supplying what is admittedly Sansom S OP peys critical 
necded, there shoutd be resort to peas noe ey es 
compulsion of draftees to begin i ing Six! 
with> or whether continued reli- Jistment which higniran K (eA to: 
ance should be placed, as has been Division off! cere, ort spread from 
the view of the Prime Minister and have given, a Preadquarters to- 
General McNaughton, on the National Defence te steps are be- 
voluntary system. , day that immedta onan the re- 

Government supporters had a k ing, taken ine Sixth Division still 
caucus after the House closed yes- mh a er = 
terday afternoon. It didn't last existing. ss a native of Stanley. 
long. Last evening, the Cabinet ssansom isa, overseas in the 
had a prolonged sitting and Mr. N.B., an vith the rank of 
King’s announcement that such a resent Ae Ved in Italy and 
meeting was to be held was one $ of the commanders of the 
reason for the adjournment of the was one P forces in the landing at 
party gathering, When the Prime Canadian s has been back in Can- 
Minister went in he was cheered Sicily. for some months. 
loudly. General McNaughton was ada now 
cheered with equal warmth. Col. |" 
Ralston, the former Minister of 
National Defence, was there and 
got up with the others to join 
in this demonstration. 


ee, 


———— 
EXPORTS MUST BE FINANCED. 


One of the most formidable post-war problems 
facing Canada is the looming complexity: of how, 
i i duction and find 

| assuming we can sustain pro Se 
markets, a healthy flow of export trade is o a 

. financed. Normally providing a third or more o 
i national income, exports are vital to this coven 

` The major obstacles surrounding solution 0: 
the problem were frankly faced by Mr. R. S. 
Waldie, president of the Imperial Bank of Canada, 
at the annual meeting of shareholders in Toronta 

yesterday. : 

It is obvious that potential customer countries 
for Canada’s exports will find it difficult if not 
impossible, particularly in the immediate post- 
war years, to ‘provide the monetary exchange, 
reciprocal exports or other considerations to pay 
for Canadian goods. As Mr. Waldie pointed out, 
this will be particularly acute and of special 
concern to Canada in the case of Britain. That 
nation will emerge from the war a debtor nation, 
enervated in both economic and human resources, 
and in no position to assure the large sterling 
payments with which she formerly met the heavy 
margin of her Canadian purchases over exports 
to this country, 

Before the war, Canada was normally able to 


very much of that effect if the 
Prime Minister refused to accept | 
jt, as there is every reason to 
think he wil], I£ by any chance 
he should accept it, then It would 
not be want of confidence. f 

However, Jn any major matter 
of public policy, as distinguished 
from some private member's re- 
solution or motion, governments 
always outline thelr own policy 
without accepting the idea of the 
opposition party as to what the 
policy should be, Nothing suggests 
the Prime Minister Js likely, in the 
present circumstances, to follow 


the lead of Mr. Graydon. If he 
is going to follow any policy like 


convert those sterling balances to meet the ad- 

verse balance of American dollars resulting from 

trade with the U.S. After the war, Mr. Waldie | 
pointed out, some other system and financial 

machinery would have to be set up. Unlike a 

number of influential American bankers, Mr. 

Waldie believes that the need for such machinery 

can be met by the Bretton Woods proposals for 
an international pool of credits and centralized 

clearance of exchange transactions. 

So vital is it to Canada that some such method 
be devised, he feels, that if the Bretton Woods 
plan proves unacceptable for general adoption, it 
is essential that some alternative be found. He 
specifically mentioned that it might be necessary 
to continue into the post-war years some form of 
mutual aid—in effect that Canadians should 
maintain a high level of economic activity and 
employment by giving exports to countries need- 
ing them and unable to pay, the payment in the 
long run coming out of Canadians in taxation, 

This is indeed a sobering prospect. But it is 

all part of the intricate, far-reaching problems 
which will confront the world after the peace, 
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NOVEM gy, pat 


Tense Crowded House Hears 
Reinforcement Debate Opened 


OTTAWA, Nov, 23- = 
cial) — There wore Ti Nen Ni 
cos when  Ganada's Rarlinament 
assemWed peenay to take up the 
Mestion of sending members of 
alge atthe Pala en ok 
; © rosignatiòn of Hon, 
J. AR And mets al the 


Strained faces wero on Members} yy 


of Pariiament, Packed galeries 
Were crowded with people Who 
Viewed the steno w th serlousiiess, 
The entire scene Made one real. 
IRANA YAN é tye Snu as 
vas N 4 urco- 

Ment question, ah bath 
There was Mite applause during 
he hour anda half a tüng When 
remler Wing stood up im his 
Place at the opening there was 
Much thumping ot Liberal 
vancher but beyond that there 
vas only intermittent applause 
from the Progressive Conservatives 
duting the reading of some of the 


Abera! of Bonaventure, who died 
peony. Similar expressions of 
regret were voiced hy the leaders 
of the other parties, 


Wundreda Stood 


Jhen Mr. Wing got going on the 
wane for the calling of TDU 
nent, there Was not a vacant feat 
anywhere and hundreds woro 
standing, The diplomate corpa was 
out m full sour ty were many 

he armed aeryices, 
fron IDE eG. be MoNnughton, the 
now Minister of Nationa Dafonice) 
but yet without a seat in Paria, 
ment, toole A seat In the members 
allery,, directly across from tho 
‘nmo Mintaten, Most of (he time 
he sal WIth hla arms folded one 
hie lens crossed, DUL when Ay 
King pald him tribute, Ne tdgoto 
mound, Bhyoualy Uneomfortab 
è plavdlts. 
ant an the reading of tho Ael- 


Sorrespondence between the Prime 
Minister and Col. Ralston, 


Many Turned Away 


| More than an hour before the 
Session got under way, there were 
|lengthy Vines of Interested specta. 
|tors. “Many were turned away. 
|The Press Gallery itself had te 
Argest: turnout it has ever seen, 
| Down below in the hamber 
Colonel Ralston, dressed in his 
[usual brown suit, had moved to a 
scat across the aisle from the 
Minister of Trado and Commerco, 
Hon, Fames Mackinnon, while 
Hon, L. S St, Laurent, Minister of 
Justice, had moved into the seat 
on the left of the Prime Minister, 
Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Ro- 
construction, moved In beside Mr. 
St. Laurent. Hon . Brooke Clax- 
ton, taking his seat for tho first 
time as a member of the cabinet, 
holding the portfolio of Minister 
of National Health and Welfare, 
found himself moved into the seat 
formerly occupied by the Hon, L. 
R, LaFieche, Minister of National 
War Services, who moved over to 
make room for his colleague from 
Montreal. 

Premier King, attired ina black 
suit, rose to speak__ at seven min- 
utes after three, He paid tribute 
to the memory of J. A. Poirier, 


ape Westaveon May ding and Col- 
Jonel Ralston, tho Jatter mado 
Inunerous Notes, On one ocenalon 
when the prime Maton Aa fion 

Instead of "to n \ 
NY ine hat one of the forme 
Defenco Minister's Jetlors, Ass) Nhe 
Ralston interjected to Gotta 
Prime Minister on his slip. 


Pauso Precedes Graydon 


Then Me, Ring finished he wal 
BALI Atal govern sqconds Morg 
was a lull as ‘members wond aro 
what was about to happert, Next 
Winally Gordon Graydon, peaks 
tion lender and head of tho TER 
spessive Conservatlyes in he 
Jouse, arose with a vigorous T 
mand for Immediate discussion 
the whole question, 


during 
n at least two occasions 
tne afternoon members of the at 
lerios applauded statements n m 
Ralston’s letters, but this qu ody 
subsided as officials polnted out to 
those who had clapped thelr hands 
{hat such things were not per- 
mitted. ; f es 
re were only a few > 
EA the membership of the 
House, Some of the missing will 
be on hand tomorrow. At present, 
of course, there are 11 vacancies 
in the Commons, 


OH, WILLIE, 
AT.LAST 


THE BLUSHING BRIDEGROOM 


ON ils -AT yR 


Split Shown 
In Meaning of 


‘Necessary’ 


Views of Premier King 


| 
| 


OTTAWA, Nov. 23 — (C,P,) | 
Definition of the word “necessary” 
ocoupled a partion of the ecorre-| 
spondence tabled in the Commons} 
yosterday with Premier Micken-| 
zio King having the’ final word — 
that ho still held to his widely-| 
quoted 1942 phrase “conscription | 
If necessary; not necessarily con- 
scription.” 

Mr, King spoke the phrase when 
offering a bill to make Home De-! 
fonce troops available for overseas 
service by order-{n-council, | 

Mr, King said in a Nov, 3 letter) 
{hat he was prepared to follow} 
the course outlined in his 1942! 
speeches If that course was ever| 
necessary “but I do not believe 
that jt Jas becomg necessary." f 

Col. Ralston feplied Nov. 6: 
“There Is disagreement between 
us on the vital point as to the 
meaning of the word ‘necessary’; 

“Your view, recently expressed, | 
js that you considered it means} 
‘necessary to win the war.’ ‘Nec- 
essary to defend Canadian soil,’ 
‘necessary to avert some great cal- 
amity or catastrophe.’ 

“I took the word ‘necessary’ to 
mean primarily ‘necessary to keep} 
our Overseas Army Yeintorced,’ | 
always thought that this was the 
meaning given to the word in 
council and parliamentary discus- 
sions: 

Mr. King ‘said Nov. 10: “What 
was meant by the word ‘necessary’ 
as used In my speeches in Parlia- 
ment in 1942, will I think be 
wholly clear from the context as 
it appears in Hansard. I think 
you arc in error in attributing to 
me any different significance to 
the word ‘necessary’ than that 
which it has in my speeches in 
Parliament.” 

(Mr. King told the Commons in 

1942 that "to defeat the enemy 
overseas, and thereby lessen the 
possibility of the actual invasion 
of Canada itself, is the objective 
of Canoda’s Armed Forces Over- 
seas, whether they be upon the 
sea, in the air or on land. 
_ (“The Government does not be- 
lieve that, lo serve that end, con- 
scription for overseas service is 
necessary, at the present time. 
Moreover, it may never become 
necessary. But, in case it should 
ever become necessary, it is 
surely the part of wisdom that 
there should. be no doubt. what- 
ever of the power of the Govern- 
ment to take the necessary action 
the moment the necessity to do. so 
may arise. 

(“In a word, that (the Govern- 
ment’s) policy may be described 
as not necessarily conscription 
but conscription if necessary.” 

(Mr, King sala at another stage 
of the 1942 discussion that “it js 
not the intention of the Gov- 
ernment to resort to conscription 
for service overseas unless circum- 
stances should arise which would 
render the use of compulsion im- 
Perative, such, for example, as 
the maintenance of the necessary 
reinforcements for Canada's Army 
Overseas,”) 
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WEATHER FORECAST '' 
Moderately cold; poatter. 
è ed snowflurries, 
aves weather reports sce y 
‘ ——— 
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16,000 DRAFTEES WILL GO OVE 
"FIRST BATCH GOING NEXT MO} 


es Se Se ee eae rook es LEAVES MINISTRY 


a ene 


buzz of conflicting opinions ‘on the 
order-in-council authorizing con- 
scription for overseas service of 
the Home Defence troops, 

_ Most Liberals representing Eng- 
lish-speaking constituencies | 6X- 
pressed delight over the decision 
of the Government, but Progressive 
Conservatives said the order was a 
“useless sop” and would not be 
effective. 

The bolting of Mr. Parent follow- 
ed an announcement from Quebec 
that Air Minister Power had re- 
signed his post because he was op- 


| posed to conscription for overseas. 
i Other Quebec ministers, however, 
| were ex ected to stay in the Cab- 
| inet. e y doubtful one was 


said to be Public Works Minister 


Fournier who represents Hull, Que- 
; bec. He was not available for com- 
ment ` Agriculture Minister Gar- 

— 


diner, questioned about rumọrs-tha! 
he had- resigned, rep ed: “You can 
say l haven't resigned.” 

who had been 


Pouliot and Parent Gross Floor | pccssiaz ‘sor overseas conscription 
“It settled a policy,” said one of 
HON. C. G. POWER 


on Conscription Issie | mese Si 1edd draftees are not 
Quebec, November 23. — @ — It 


further orders-in-councit without <a ember 28. st 

Ouse ember Paz ing e House. entirely $ announce icia! a 
Nay > n Two G RAPA col Ralston.” Quebec offices of ‘Air Minister 
French-speaking Liberal members He said it “vindicated” Col. J. L. Power early tanih that he has 
-| af the Commons from Quebec to-} Ralston who resigned November 1 resigned “because he is opposed to 
i hen the Cab- conscription for overseas service. 
The Air Minister was in Ottawa 


nigh vernm: ranks i as defence minister w 
t pales xe eu 1| inet declined to accept a proposal 

at the time of the announcement. 
It had been reported earlier in the 


protest against passege of an order-| that draftees be sent overseas. ni 62 

jn-council authorizing the sending Col Ralston wore a broad smile 1 had n reported eee 

y; k or an opinion on the y here that he ha n 

overseas of Home Defence draftees, wee ‘asked x ‘Ofer but he explained resignation to Prime Minister Mac- 
and reports were current that other be preferred to express his views kenzie King. 

Mr. Power is Member of Parlia- 


Quebec members would follow be- of the Commons. 

fore the end of the session. onana Deore Minister LaFleche ment for Quebec South. ' ! 
J F. Pouliot, Liberal member ` said he would continue his cam- It was understood here that he | 
from Quebec's Temiscouata ae paign for voluntary enlistma nn s had presented his resignation in a 
z i ae I addresse! rench- letter hande to e 

and Charles E. Parent, Liberal Yesterday afternoon. | 


member for Quebec South, crossed speaking boys in the N.R.MLA. at 
the floor af the House within a Petawawa Camp and 147 yolun lesi p = 
ew hours after Mr, King announc- ed for ac King Declines Comment 
A i i et ali the French- 
I can e Ottawa, November 23. —@ — Air | 


tive service,” he sald. 
i Nea passage of the order-in-coun believe 
caking boys needed by voluntary Minister Power, who earlier in the, 


3 . Pouli: id he would sit as a s 
a. Bae. Pouliot aithout party $f | enlistment and conscription will not say declined to comment on re-| 
hd filiation. Me Paes en e would have to be, “Minister Michaud sald: ports he had resigned trom the cab: 
sit as an independen! Ar i i inet, could not be located tonight! m 
“] think there will be a lot” of | “I m sucking wip theschier from aiter an official announcement tol ~ 
lā oss the. Soay Quebec © siding appeared disap- hin eens bag. been reseed Te 
o newspapermen, 1 s Quebec office. Meantime, I ea 
' _ who he pointed i never be able to be Minister Mackenzie, Kor sald ene f 
his action. elected as a Liberal in my riding,” A a ning to say fae e IRs 
members said Vincent Dupuis, who repre- i | Powers ec ARTI quote aN: 
mum on ly-Rouville. i s Quebec office as annount- 
their future confirm- sents Chambly ing that the minister had resigned 
i eir i at least — “because he Is opposed to conscr 
E ing or deny: with tion for overseas service.” 
t half their n! | Maj. Power, looking thin and pale { 
Raym after hig recent appendectomy, at-| 
s$ 3 li his first tended the noon caucus of govern-| ~ 
G said he felt his Has B ment supporters. He did not speak | f 
; duty was to his constituents and Ottawa at the caucus, the only speakers 
he regretted he must leave the i z fet being Mr. King and Col. J. L. Ral- 
Government side. riy in the Commons, ston, former Defence Minister, D, 
: | P t epared state- When Maj. Power left the caucus | 
room a reporter asked him if it) 


were true that he had resigned. 
“Im not saying a bloody thing,” 
he smiled and waved the reporter |. 


5 pend ig ene o porie 
T arent sald, “I u ‘no’ 
i p tional plebiscite and n aside. 
t time pledged that 1 would the violation of one Meanwhile, a source close to Que | 
c floor of the House 11 the solemn promises ever peck political Xelreles said that Maj.) 
an, e a' e mi i 
enforced conscription P polted from cause he believed iis recen oe 


a few ? nounced air force partial demobil- 
Bloc ization program was not consistent 


cors after the plebiscite 
t sur; with a policy of conscription, 


He sai 

ment had passed Bill 80 
teeing Graftees available for over- 
ervice if necessary “but 50 
did not entree that 
rt Sov mond, who represents the 

Win ‘uency of Beauha: 
bec Corie, said thal on Septem 

had C 


country. 


ored the prin 


this unfortunate reactlon may 
traced in some measure to 


a 


ansom to Investigate 


tatements on Troops 


Ottawa, November 23—@—Lt.- 
en. W: E. Sansom, of Kingston, 
as been appointed by Defence 
Ainister faughton to investigate 
ind report on statements made in 
Vancouver Monday by high-rank- 
ng officers of the Canadian Army's 
jib Division who said they did not 
pelleve overseas troops could be 
reinforced by encou. Ing Home 

ence troops to volunteer for 
active service, it was learned to- 


y: 
Oe en. Sansom, former divisional | 
commander overseas, was under- 
s to ‘be en route to Vancouver, 

Gen. MeNaughton said Tuesday 
that until he had “full knowledge 
of a 


the facts and circumstances” 

Id make no 
be ee a erent on the 
understood that: the re- 
d be n ed by Gen. 
i the Army 


Disnstrhes appearing in troop 
newspapers and on bulletin boards 
have served to clarify their minds 
on the issue at home. When Gen 
Andrew G. L. McNaughton first ac- 
cepted the post of Minister of Na- 
tional Defence, the men here were 
fused and incredulous. They de- 
clined to accept at face value the 


The effect of this realization Up 
the troops has not been good a 


— 


Canadian Units in Madholes, Rain 
Wonder What Is Happening Here 


By L. S B. SHAPIRO 
w adian Fi i i 
ith re Canadian First Army in desperate living conditions here at 
Holland, November 23.—(By Wire-| the front. 
less)—In their accustomed position 
On the Jeft of the line, Canadian jon i dism 
z z action in the most al bivouac 
troops today Sat in their mudholes| area ulong the entire front. Thus 
eram a stinging rain and wondered 
what i 
Che ener in tbe august | at hame does not stem so muc 
Gas Thee aes ih ouse of] from* the principle of equality of 
ae eet ew the vexatious! sacrifice as from the notion that 
R reinforcements was un-| most of the zombies will know 
er aam: at home and this cir-|neither lonesomeness nor discom- 
cumst afforded them a welcome|fort during the coming holidays. 
change of conversation after days of| The frontliners' sense of fairness 
Z ousing over the wretched condi-| has been outraged and they begin 
ms Prevailing while they are liv-|(o look upon themselves as “suclt- 
ing and fighting in this cheerless/iers,” a feeling not calculating to 


_The approach of Christmas coin- 
cides with a period of boring in- 


bitterness engendered in these’ 
men by thoughts of a zombie arm 


improve morale at a time when 
morale ıs a pressing problem. 

\ The average front-line soldier is 
in no position to know whether the 
present reinforcement pool is ade- 
quate to any demands of the future, 
Thus far his experience has been 
that bis depleted ranks have been! 
eventually filled out with volun- 
teers. If it came to a vote he would 
probably elect to continue the sys- 
tem of volunteers so long as the 
supply remained sufficient, becouse 
he has come to look upon zombies 
as less than sultable fighting com- 
rades. But the resignation of De- 
fence Minister Col. James L, Rals- 
ton—Gen. McNaughton’s predecessor 
—back home has instilled in the 


\ 


ee 


Parliament at Glance 


(By The Canadian Press) 
` prime Minister Mackenzie King 


S d an order-in-council making 
i 76,000 home defence troops avalle 


able for service In Europe. 
efence Minister MoNaughton 
might not be necessary to 


; send home defence troops overseas 


if sufficient reinforcements CO 


i| be found through the voluntary 


system. 


} 
| Gordon Graydon, Progressive 


nservative House leader, sai 
fo arty planned to introduce a 
motlon iing for the formation of 
a new government under a man 
who favored total conscription, 

Mr, King said he would do all 
in his power to prevent dissolution 
of the House while Canadians 
are at the front. 

Gen. McNaugħton said there will 
be no change in the system of calle 
ing up men for military service un» 
der the N RMA. 

o Liberal members crossed the 
floor of the House, 


TODAY: 
The Commons will continue to 


gen Defence Minister 


Fie eee 


Tomperature Yosatorday 
Max, 33; Min, 28 
Savio Date Last Year 
Max, 37; Min, 20 


Yhoraday, November 23, of last years 
3 


NEEDED’; 
CABINET 


2: Min, 


Max, 40 iy , 
MoGILL OBSERVATORY READINGS 


PRICK FIVE CENTS 


COMPROMISE ‘RIED 


Enlorcement of Conscription to 
Be Made but Partial 


— 


VOLUNTEERS GO FIRST 
Minister Says Efforts to Get 
Draftees to Enlist Have 
Been Disappointing 


—— 


By F, C. MEARS, 
(Gazette Resident Correspondent.) 


Ottawa, November 23.—An amaz- 


ing move to check a cabinet and 
party revolt, to avert an early dise 
solution and to soften the elecioral 
wrath to come was announced to 
Parliament this afternoon at three 
O'clock by Prime Minister Mac- 
kenzle King when he read an or 
der-in-council passed today au- 
thorizing a limited application of 
conscription to ensure adcquate in- 
fantry reinforcements overseas, the 
estimated requirements of which’ 
from December to next May was 
Stated by Gen. A. G. L. McNaugh- 
ton to be a total of 16,000. 

Mr. King’s policy somersault, 
prompted by a fiercely aroused 
Public opinion, has definMely cost 
a soclber cabinet minister, for 

was learned ton 
Minister C. G. P Sira rire 
bee City seat, has resigned and his 
resignation has been accepted. It is 
Prone tonight that still another 
Que ce minister will, quit in pro- 
a Hadi ast the apparent adoption 
Peps “Alphas ee Works > 

the ally, ot Rupa ee 
ear in tonight’ 
of cae House Charles Pore 
u e member for one the 


ere more 
detections js freely predicte Y but 
k se won't develop until thè des 
hate on Mr, King’s confidence 
n begins next Prea 
ere was a flare-y 
just before adjournment foe 
nat yee eo en 
ure 
nA Ee tit oan 
at he ch: 
vee of cooperation, and tren oe 
Tae threatened to resign. Mr, 
King sald he had had to carry an 
ey heavy load of responsis 
kA lately and the opposition 
think ‘about what kind or a uS 
prament would succeed his should 
e feel he could no longer carry 


Gen. hton In atternooy bY, 
sitting that be Himecit. Gen, Mea 
Naughton, was still a firm believer 
In e voluntary system and he 
wouldn't send any draftees over. 
seas ‘under the new powers If hae 
could get the needed reinforce. 
ments any other ways 

er many exchanges t 
party leaders after the il o'clseh 
closing time tonight it was finally 
lecided_to conclude the question: 
ing of Gen. McNaughton tomorroan 
afternoon, ond have the House 
journ at six o'clock for the week 
end. The important debate on thi 
governments confidence moticn wil 
egin next Monday afternoon witl 
a statement from the Prime Min 
ister. 
There were Indications today a: 
the result of a gruelling questiontny 
of the new Defence er, Gen 
McNaughton, by House memberi 
including CoL J. L. Ralston, hi 
predecessor in the defence portfoli« 
that this conscription dose may n 
be hard for Quebec and others 1 
take, Gen. McNaughton admitted t 
Col. Ralston that the 16,000 reir 
forcements to be found won't a 
be drawn from the N-R.MLA. pe 
sonnel, while later to Howa 
Green, Pacific Coast oppositi 
member, Gen. McNaughton caus 


draftees overseas if he could hi 
it 

SHARP QUESTIONING 

There were lively scenes in 
House when after Gen. McNau 
ton read a half-hour statement 
submitted himself to question 
There were hot retorts, and 
quently exceedingly pointed q) 
tions were tossed at him. M 
times Gen. anauen an was 
trem esitant about answel 
and Bee the end of Col. Rals' 
questioning of his successor 
office Gen. McNaughton said 
the particular queries could ne 
answered without tramsgre 
security regulatons, 

The big question mark thr: 
out the afternoon was, why W 
necessary for Mr. King to 
the door to Col Ralston on Ne 
ber 1 in the light of today’s 
ishing partial reversal ot p 
This query was baund to be 
ihe House and it came just 
dinner adjournment at six o 

Fur flew in the House | 
during renewed examinati 

Gen. McNaughton when A. W 
Independent Liberal for Van 

Island, jumped to his feet to 

ask Gen, McNaughton w 

shouldn't resign from the í 

as, he said, it was evident t 

Defence Minister was not p 

to execute an all-out cons 
’ policy. 

This brought an angry i 
tion from Prime Minister K 
even this afternoon showe 
tience with the rough 
given to his new cabinet ct 
He declared Mr. Neill had 
to ask such a question, and 
further that no minister 
been called upon to und: 
kind of treatment accordec 
McNaughton in today’s tw! 
of the House. 

E. G. Hansell, aggressiv 
Credit member for MacLe 
fired what John Diefenb 
position member, branded 
question, at the Prime Mii 
he got an answer that co! 
information. What the Pri 
ter did say in reply indic: 
ly, though, that ce Cc 
was tired slightly more , 
weeks ago waves of pub 
hay reaches: noe th 

e t Bloç 
“Would Col Ralston's 
have been necessary,” q 
Hansell, “if this orde 
had been passed upon 
the Cabinet? That is m 
and I think the people 
have a rig o know, 

Earl Rowe, P.C. mem 
embarrass the genera 
Prime Minister.” 

John Diefenbaker, an 
sition member: “That, 
wre the $64 question., 

“I want an answer, } 
Hansell. “The Prime 
accept resignations ada 

in his Cabinet aes P] 


ch s, but you 
ooses, bu yotbe pe 


he lives 


th 


g i a = ĉe 
ed to do a dey ently D, 
what has be 6,0 ot fo Sty. eing con. ith an 
ure to say that na fol ANRT Va Ao enlivened on to adopt conscription 


e ae nectar 
| forcements needed at the tino vi 

“Tea, SSacliititen tary atm i 
4 weperaoce tense even than that 
East and the 


Atach oap g sous proceeding 
7 veter 
ber of the ‘House, A, W. ‘Noi HP 


dependent Liberal from Vancouver 
fand, nnd hls attack brought a 
hol reply from Mr King who rose 
to the defence of Dia new Defence 
Minister, \ 

“You ` yellorated not once bu 
governi timon with more force and 
determination than you have given 
to any other expression of youl 
views that your full belle? wad and 
alii Is and ‘would be to avold forco 
or compulsion,” said Mr Neill, ad- 
dressing the Goneral, "and not one 


fimates and they 
are subject to the incidences at 
War,” said thet new Defence Minè 
ister, “They ore just as dangors 
ous to the conduct of operations 


eae shortage itself might well 
0." 
Ras telling me,” remarked 
Col. Raision with a smile, 

NOT SURE OF SITUATION 


But, Gen. McNaughton, in ro- 
sponse to Col, Ralston's questions, 
could give no undertaking that the 


lively and long, 


and it is believed 


£ those N.RMA. men would HO 
some noisy | 16.000 mentioned. in the order-In- || over } bo avoid- 
> a RS mostly by the | council and in Gen, MeNaughton's|| od If It possibly could bo av 


4 ut bey 
= resignation of Maj. Power ihe fies 


aid for the new delaying action 
fs not likely to be high. j 
is, as was discl i gh Tease 


half-hour statement to the House 
earlier in the afternoon would be 
sufficient to take care of casualtics 


into next May. 

Cio: 
later by Gen. M ee eee ‘ “will you neve x urpis at that 
pill was sugar-coated, was i lic | fme?” queried Col. Ralston, 
W not even loaded, > n | “If everything went according to 

But this won't bar many Quebed!' the figures the position then would 
members from getting into the de- Ve satisfactory,” replied Gen, Mc- 
Date to be opened tomorrow after- Naughton, 


j “You would have a satisfactory 
noon and likely to go to the end pool on hand?” pursued Col Ral- 
of next week. There wil] be an eag- 


ston. “Yes, in all three bases (Bri- 
er desire on the part of conscrip- tain, Italy and the Low Countries),"” 
tionists, too, to justify their appar- 


ae Deir eet what your written instructions may 
M “It you did not get the 16,000 ir your wr j 
a an enoi Kall December, January and Fe Tuary be, your real views are those you 
measure, The debate, if it develops Would you, on the estimates, be have so strongly indicated hla p - 
great heat, may yet produce more | &£oing into the red?” asked Col, Ral- ternoon: Your ideas, your wishes, 
resignations, but whether they ston. your views are diametrically oppos- 
would come from ministers who “Far more than goin ea lo tho polley OU Are NOW BWOED 
think the Prime Minister has gone | Ted Quite deep.” replic o curry foul, ef l 
too far or from others who feel he Defence Minister, tt In view of your former posl- 
has gold-bricked Parliament, the When Howard Green, opposition | Hon,” Mr. Neill asked, “does not the 
cople and the troops GuRrseke member from Vancouver, asked changed policy of the government 
P ut seas | Gen, McNaughton what proportion| 8d the | fact that you have not 
cannot be forescen, of the 16.000 reinforcements requir- | Changed josie and compel you as 
CONFIDENCE MOTION TODAY | cd would-be taken from the N.R. a man of honor to tread the same 
Mr. King Znnounced at the open M-A, personnel or drafteee—Gen. || Marrow path of self-sacrifice that) 
‘ing of today’s House sitting that 
tomorrow he would make a state- 


“That ds stront language from a 
man who hns Just beet sworn Jn to 
carry out the polley of the govern- 
ment,” sald yi, ell, “from one 
who placed hls talt m a polley 
directly and diometrieally opposed 
io those that you gayo expression tò 
this aftornoon, Your subordinates in 
Ottawa nnd elsewhere throughout 
the British Empire or wherever our 
troops aro will know those words of 
yours, will know tho language 
forthwith.” | 

“They will know" sald Mr, Nolll, | 
“and must know thot, no matter 


into the 
the new 


MeNaughton reiterated his solid at- || WS trod by your predecessor (Col. 
tachment to the voluntary system, || Ralston) and to force you to resign 
“I am certainly not one to use|} SO that someone else can carry on 


7 ment of the government position) compulsion more than I possibly || the new policy of the government 
$ and e abe (confidence Donn as can help at to make gocd the def-| which pew is so entirely different 

À which n l iciency,” s a . rom t 2 
> On this motion will be based Ae ency,” said Gen. cNaughton what you advocated this after 


“Does that mean,” continued Mr. 


noon and this evening?” 
Green, “that there will be no N.R. 


“If the hon. member has any 
questions to ask about resignations 
of ministers the proper person to 
ask is the Prime Minister,” declar- 
ed Mr. King hotly. “No minister 
should be asked a question such as 
that just addressed to the Defence 
Minister.” Then after reminding 
the House it was an ordeal for a 
new minister to go through—be 
subjected to questioning on This 
first day_in the House—Mr. King 
proceeded to appeal for fair play, 

‘He asked for it,” interjected 
Karl Homuth, ‘opposition member. 

Mr. King concluded the incident» 


debate expected to occupy all next 
week. 4 M.A, personnel sent over between 
The government wont have it all| now and next May if you can help 
its own way for Gordon Graydon, ate 
opposition Jeader, gave notice that “Perfectly correct,” agreed Gen. 
he would tomorrow move a want| McNaughton. “There are now 
of confidence motion, setting forth} signs of a most satisfactory start 
that “this House no longer has con- | in the conversjon. cf N.R.M.A, men 
{idence in the Prime Minister”, and| to overseas svice, If this con- 
i full snd complete ap-| tinues to be a fact we would not 
panon ee PE p Se Gat man 
7 = to wou. e e mos ankful m 
Mr. Graydon tarily reterred ta this roam" 
“N.R.M.A. men will not be sent 
overseas if you can possibly avoid 


it?” asked Mr. Green, ba dediat th i 
y declaring, “there is no man i 
AVOIDS COMPULSION. Canada who has the knowledge ot 


“I have no intention of using |, military affairs that the present 
compulsion if I can possibly avoi (Defence Minister has,” P 


7 su ise the opposition members 
A Pity untenable po- 
eld by the goyernment up|) 
to this time. He also warned that 
the opposition would weg eras 
opposed heat pot from Gen. |) it,” the General replied. 
pena ghton which the latter “Under your policy, Mr. Green 
ERE might prove of comfort to | continued, “men in the home de- 
thought 7. fence army, whom you admit have 
the mE ghed off the re- had full combal training, will not 
Mr. King laughed | f reversal of || be put into action but young lads 
mark about “a ie @seried: “The || who have had only five or six 
j policy” and calnly assertGrder-in- || weeks of training, or make it even 
| government a f read to the House || seven or eight weeks, will be pul 
council w: : 


i into action.” 
today as in entire accord „with the “That is not true and you know 


CO of M.D. 10 Resigns 


ment. E seas n i q 

| policy of Prime Minister repeat- Ee a a Minister In Protest Over Plans 
jed his 2 d A ine a ug will not answer that -questlon Winnipeg, November 23.—@ — 
J am co ta dis- in the affirmative,” said Gen. Mc- Brig. R. ‘A. Macfarlane, officer 
the powe: Naughton. “The answer 1s do- commanding M.D. 10, tonight an- 
solution, 9 finitely, no.” R i z nounced his resignation. In a 
men are f s “Then the Canadian people will statement issued to the press he 
he would nor see for themselves,” commented said he had submitted it Novem- 
the people Mr. Green. ber 21 in protest against the vol- 
stitutional The questioning tool another untary recruiting plans of De- 

turn when Mr. Green remarked, fence Minister McNaughton, who 


had accepted it. 

Since Brig. Macfarline submit- 
ted his resignation the govern- 
ment through  order-in-council 
has introduced partial conscrip- 
tion of draftees for overseas ser- 


vice. 

Brig. Macfarlane said his resig- 
nation arose out of a conference 
of district commanding officers 
called by Gen, McNaughton in 
Ottawa November 14. He said 
Gen, McNaughton asked his sen- 
jor officers throughout Canada to 
undertake a redoubled volunta: 
recruiting campaign among draf- 
tees. In the light of his own ex- 
perience with draftees, Brig. Mac- 
farlane said he declared at the 
conference that he did not be- 
lieve the new campaign would 
succeed but on his return to 
Winnipeg pressed the campaign 
with vigor, 

Brig. Macfarlane declared he 
decided to hand his resignatlon 
to Lt.-Gen, J. C, Murchie, chief 


ay * this proposed plan there 
wibe two yea of Canadian sol- 
diers: one who fights and one who 


n't fight.” 
dogenat is a statement of fact; I am 
not sure ít is a questign,’ said Gen, 
McNaughton, but when Mr, Green 
put it form of a question 
Gen. M 
ly trust that 
come forward 


out a seat jn t 
‘tioned by a m 
been 


Col. Ralston’s brief 

good-humored ex- 

i  McNaughion that 

r d be wouldn't 
exercise the author him in 


0 -in-C! 
today's Onder-lo if he could get 


reinforcements 


ay they exist a 
plied the General 
enough men 
background o. i 
ward to prov. 
serves needed for our 
seas. For that reason 
reason only 


laining to { of general staff, upon reading a 
McNaughton puthorliy Wey press re ort that Gen, MeNaugh- 
ments were to When Mr. Green on had said that “information 


the aid of conse 


given me at the conference (of 
of this con 


nt was to be gotten officers In Ottawa) confirmed my 


e 
he physical categories 


General if he thought the new 
Í 7 ower policy of rt 
military manp po! E 


. i belief more than ever that the 
by reducin conscription and. pa 

en. j the unity of Can- continuation of a volunt: po- 
Some McNaughton told fhe Mpuse weld P romae g Minister sald that licy would provide the reinforce- 


t bring himself, to ac: ments,” 
jdn al. “You did “This statement would leave 


the impression that I, as one of 


s needs were properly 
Tooled otter “a lot ofj fine cone 
r kgd Coi. || sequences will follow and we will 


Pipproval for that 1 
ou" 


D.O.C's, present, concurred 
not have to worry about the in’ the pellet’ Brig, Mactarl 
of Canada. quoted fram his leiter of resigna- 


PLAN 1S_OUTLIK 


Minister Says First Reintorce- 
ments to Be Largely Draltees 


TRAINED INFANTRY MEN, 


—e— 


MoNaughton Is Subjected to 
Sharp Questioning on Re- 
inforcement Policy 


—— 


McNaughton text, page 11, 

Ottawa, November 23.—M)-—De- 
fence Minister McNaughton sald to- 
night In the Commons that the first 
5,000 men golng overseas next 
month under the government's new 
parUal conscription program would 
bo “substantially” draftees. 

He was replying to à question by 
Col. A. J. Brooks (P.C. Royal) who 
appeared in mufti and 1s soon to re- 
tlre from the army, 

| Gen, McNaughton previously had 
' gald in his speech to members that 


! of 16,000 men required for the re- 
| of oreement stream, 5,000 were 
needed in December and January 
and 6,000 in succeeding months. 
From his speech it appeared these 
troops would be chosen from train- 
ed infantrymen fit for overseas 


Tvice. 

He told Joseph Noseworthy 
(C.C.F., York South), that it would 
be “a matter of days” before he 
asked for the first draft under to- 
day’s conscription order . 

Mr. Noseworthy’s question was: 
“How long do you intend to pro- 
ceed with the volunteering before 
you ask for the first draft under 
the order-in-council?” 

The General replied: “It would be 
a matter of days, as soon as the 
detailed plans have been prepared.” 


‘DETAILED PLANNING. 


In replying to further questions 
by Mr, Noseworthy as to the com- 
pasion of the overseas drafts, Gen. 

Naughton- said>he was “only 
eble to announce the, decision and 
there is a lot of detailed planning 
and staff work to be done before 
we will know who will be in what 
shipment and so on.” 

He said he expected to get part 
of the first 5,000 overseas draft by 
volunteer enlistments from trained 
home defence draftees. ` 

Later Mr. Noseworthy asked: 

“Will the application of the pol- 
icy you have announced, that is, 
securing as many as possible by 
voluntary enlistment before apply- 
ing the order-in-council, provide 
the 5,000 which are needed as 
quickly as would an immediate ap- 
plication of the order-in-council?” 

The General replied: 

“The honorable member wants to 
know whether we can get them 
more quickly by slapping on the 
order-in-council and pulling them 
put than we can by waiting until 

ey volunteer. The action will be 
governed by the need. There will 
be no use of proceeding with dras- 

© measures except to fill up a ship 
a becomes available.” 
N e said he could not tell Mr. 
oseworthy what delay there 
would be before the first 5,000 were 
available under his policy. 
uaa in the roceedings Gen. 
MeNaughton, replying to a ques- 
tion from Lt.-Col J. A. Ross B-C, 
ouris), said that in choosing the 
wil ees for overseas service “they 
just be taken from any part 
of Ae Tada.” 

e closing episode in a da; 
pt Eyit developments, J. F, Pou. 
bee (L.. Temiscouata), one of the 

S -known Liberal members, said 
paas crossing the floor. 

bee Wet Charles Parent (L., Que- 
a est) also announced he was 
apang the Toor as he was un- 

O suppo p 

conscription policy government 
a or the greater part of the sitting 
ppos. tion members fired questions 
a Defence Minister McNaughton, 
Hie took office on November 2 
ies informing Mr, King he be- 
a ved the possibilities of volun- 
oes methods of obtafning men for 
arsena had not been exhausted. 

h en. McNaughton made clear that 
te still favored the voluntary sys- 
the and he did not propose to use 
the authority for compulsion more 
detiene i hein to maket good a 

n reinfore p 

otherwise would prorrements which 

The House became noisy late in 
poe CBE AOISY Jato. do 


douse Atmosphere Is Explosive, 
As Compromise Fails to Appease 
| 


By JAamrS MACKENZIE FYFE. R 


(Ga 
November 23, 


met agaln 
i with we 


0 TORK 


To Be Available lor Profects 
Importance, Says Meher 


— 


relternted his 
By! 
ed 


ed ps of | Gen. 
i d tt rorogative 
fa ware Ea dist Hest 
address- 
Sys 16 H in floor of 


once and Which be 
eas on non-combat tutte, bat 


ter MoN: 
aN, ln the Commons = ald n an for he 
McNaughton mentioned been said tt 1 a, that po 
d 


the situation 
less ey 


d 
a 
Gen. 


on's position, ol. 
roslgnalion have 


if what was 


wil be ustry. Mha in assuagir 
w A A who have been clamoring for the] ber 1, 
immediate reinforcement. of the] ports to 
fighting men overseas from the} Col, Ralston recommended, and 
ranks of the Home Defence army | that extent the new Defence Min- 


Aten shattered by Gen, MoNaughton. | ister now makes, the ipecommenda 
i tion for w! s predecessor 
e Minister of National Defence | tion for ty a ia aes ‘ted share 


lost little time in destroying the | dismissed, 
nel momentary illusion that Nine gov tonight how, in these circum- 
Whose physical ernment had undertaken a revers- | stances, he can remain sin the 

al of policy when Col Ralston eli-| Cabinet in good consclence, A 
cited from him the admission, which ‘And what of the government an 
the general had no hesitation {in| the Liberal party? One Quebec 
making, that the 16,000 men envi-| Minister has already departed be- 
saged In the Order-in-Council were cause he is not in favor of con- 
not all N.R.M.A. troops, and that in scription, two Quebec members 
fact the Defence Minister will send|have crossed to make sanctuary 
as few home defence personnel 85" amid the Bloc Populaire, and the 
imminent resignation of a third 

member, Hon. Alphonse Fournier, 

is reported, for to the anti-conscrip- 

tionists the order-in-council roads 
conscription, however it may be 
sugar-coated by assurances that all 
E men will be sent 
5. e ` 

drafted. g! ome defender is 


ton sua — Gah . McNaugh- 
number of national “.co2Siderable 
ilization person; 


being deprived of gainful occupa- 


on j = mae T uae been without 
panies il cece cn Partial Conscription a median att the Giouse Tet his 
es | £ 
(en ere Is Lauded by Smythe) frase fusing the questioning of Gen. 
generous scale then thoes lowes Toronto, November 23—@—Major, of a hastily-convened caucus, an 
a | Overseas, e conn gomuthe g ony ia inal the further activities of the Quebec 
A , P 5 great day for democ ar L representation will 
= cece ae men Teturning from boys overseas’ when he was in- atlention for fey cee es ae 
MEME Sian jobs st cay claim on civ- formed that the government had ‘coming hours will disclose whether 
bi l to etan. wond be necessary passed an order-in-council estab-' they are content to stand by some- 
5 n a consi erable number lishing partial overseas conscrip- ¢@ A a 
e in the N.RALA. fcrce and tion. 
pS men could not be kept inac- Maj. Smythe was interviewed at 
— | x his home where he is still con- 
3 The plan was to give members valescing from wounds he received 
5 of the employment companies lim- in France. On his return home in 
ited military training and then use September he charged in a state- 
| en sn some form of work. ment that overseas reinforcements 
| Whether the employment com- were inadequately trained and urg- 
| panies would be sent overseas ed that drafices be sont. overseas: 


a | would depend on requirements, 
| said Gen. McNaughton. 


—- meaa ae 


E- AAAA 
| Text of Order on Reinforcements| Cardin to Oppose King| 


On Vote of Confidence 


Ottawa, November 23.—0—Terxt of order-in-council making avail- Pte! J. November. 23.0 — 
able 16,000 Home Defence troops for service overseas: Transport Minister "and Liberal 
i ce 
Whereas it is essentlal in thejed by the Governor-in-Council the miembe of Parliament for Rich- 
national interest and for the effi-| number hereby approved being 16,- eneu- (onl pies sald in an inter- 
cient prosecution of the war to|000 who are serving by reason of Whee onight he would oppose 
provide for the adequate reinforce-| their having been cal. ed out for fide government on a vote of con- 
ment of the Canadian forces over-| training, service or duty pursuant | in euhe e eult of its action 
seas; to the provisions of the National Re- ae authorizing compulsory ' over- 
‘And whereas it has now become|sources Mobilization ‘Act, 1940, as] § M service, s 
necessary, in order to ensure pro-|are or may from time to time here-| toji r. Cardin resigned his port- 
vision of adequate reserves to meet] after be required, in the opinion of with, in 1942 when he differed 
requirements for the reinforcement | the said minister, for training, ser- A he government on whether 
Df the Canadian forces fighting in|vice or duty within the said local-| cyi n should be taken to auth- 
Europe and in the Mediterranean, | ities of service; such personnel to should it pn by order-in-council 
to extend the locality of service of|be detailed from such units, depots conisuish ecome necessary to use 
certain personnel who have been and establishments as may be desig- He att for overseas Service. 
called out for tralning, service or|nated by the sald minister; and the sed todi me „order-in-council 
uty, pursuant to the provisions Minister of National Defence is mediate aun which Provides im- 
of the National Resources Mobiliza-| hereby authorized and directed to 15° 16,000 ho ority for sending up 
tion Act, 1940; issue ‘or cause to be issued all or- OVERENA me defence ersonnel 
Now therefore His Excellency the ders and to take all steps necessary ana len ‘conscrip' 
overnor - General - in - Council, ‘on| to give effect to this authorization “I HOR cin 
the recommendation of the Minis-|and direction; and all personnel so going to fight the goy- 


ational Defence and under | dispatched or to be dispatched are ernment when its confidenc J 
ter of Natine of the provisions of | respectively hereby required (in ad- guun comes up and the athan 
National Resources Mobilization dition to ull other obligations for] Sime,” Mr, Cerda eae do the 


on pure 


, and the War Measures|'raining, service or duty) to per- s 
Act. 1040 zed to order and brs form while in the said localities of Ee eae Minister, King said in 
- service such training, service or} regard the Rte py tha he would 

m 


by order as follows: 
ithstanding the provisions of | duty as my be ordered by any su-| pjaced on the odesa notion he 
Psrurther, ali personnel so dis- poya a vote of. congas 
paiched or who mayat apy ime be to spools the f covert evament 
ispatched are, ursuap! ection en i 
10 4 Pt the Militia’ Act, hereby placed itssprosecution of the war, p 
ing, d nd — or (o| on active service beyond Canada 
e nean | for the defence thereof, 


ean 
OP fonal] theatres such personnel, (Signed) Clerk of the Privy Coun- 
cil, 


p erich numbers as may be approv- 


Men Training in B.C. 
Likely First in Draft 


Otlawa, November 23.—)— First 
formation likely to feel the impact 


lof the government's new Partial 


nscription policy ls the 6th Divis- 
fon of Nome defence draftees sta- 
tloned on the Pacific Coast, mili- 
tary circles reported tonight. 

This division has some of the 
best-trained draftee infantrymen 
In the home defence army and an 
officer said, “It seems likely they 
will get the giras call to supply the 

t overseas dr: à 
aa was officers of the 6th Divis- 
fon who belig said Defence 
Minister cNaughton’s voluntary 
system of recrulting wouldn't 

Their statements are being 

d. 
he division fa ed sre) com- 

d of Maj-Gen, Hardy Ganong 
of Bt. Stephen, N.B, and is part 
of the Pacific Command under 
Maj.-Gen. G. R. Pearkés. 

“ih these officers have been re- 
i expresse: ou 

E E ee atn Zo 

at a staff conference bere, 

Sr lore returning to Vancouver 

assured Gen. McNaughton 


they would give it another try. 


REFRESHER COURSE 
PLAN FOR DRAFTEES 


Minimum of Six Weeks Extra 
Training Is Announced by 
Defence Minister 


Ottawa, November - 23.—@®—De- 
fence Minister McNaughton said in 
| the Commons today that home de- 
fence troops and remustered men in 
the active army going into the re- 
inforcement stream would be given 
a refresher course of a minimum. of 
six weeks and that a progressive 
check-up on their condition and 
training would be carried out as 
they moved forward to the actual 
combat zones. | 
c He was replying to Howard Green 
¢P.C.. Vancouver South), who 
‘thought that this period of training 
was insufficient for some men wha 
had not been in actual infantry 
training for a long period. He won- 
dered why the whole 6th Division 
of draftees on the Pacific Coast 
could not be sent overseas as they 
, appeared to be more well-trained 
than other draftees who might be 
made available under the partial 
conscription or remuster policy- 

Gen. McNaughton read a letter 
from an overseas field commande} 
in which the commander te! ral 
order on various precautions taker 
to ensure the reinforcement soldier: 
| arrived at the front line fully ready 
for battle. 

Mr. Green asked if the govern- 
ment's policy would not tend to re- 
sult in green troops reaching battle 
areas and therefore he asked if) it 
would not be a better policy to 
adopt general conscription. 

Gen. McNaughton replied that he 
intended to continue trying to per- 
suade all home defence draftees to 
go active. First things must come 
first and his present job was to 
make arrangements for the neces- 
sary reinforcements immediately, 
In his other job of getting men to 
vantes he wana like to bee a 

nity of w of e le an- 
ada behind him, SOP. 

When Mr. Green asked him fur- 
ther about what he described as an 
apparent unwillingness on the part 
of the drafteees to volunteer, the 
general replied, almost with @ 
shout: 

“I say that the duty of a man in 
the home defence oe is to take 
up his duty and to take it up at 
| once as other Canadians are doing- 
——_——————aKaJae=— 


= 


AN ag EARNS E ; HE 
i wan oe POLLING JF 
ouea vena iea -on POLLING 30 
Ottawa, AG etiam are Maj Coat are ove 
De- N roo i a 
While Ruatinediste among yas the terms of that bi thes govern: | sens would Dô home He Says He will Do All Pos 


been given the governm 


Ment could by order-in-council ex> | mason leave, 
up to 16,000 home eh N. 


en tend actual battle theatres the] “Tiat number was set purely by 
defence areas “tn whieh GRMA, troops the exigencies ot iransportatton,” 
troops overseas could be requ serve. ho continued, R 
be further extended Awithout ay | . Mr: King Said at that time, how- | “That ie tho Tiniting factor, E am 
ea to Parliament. ny | ever, wat EN A a Sak Le in great hopes that wa p M han 
e order-in-council mary lee Sees aN abot ament |larger numbers and et ay ah. fi 
re è a Teel} pportunity tO} norense them very miter A bld Ollawn, November 23—4)—Prims 
hal Was the Course Which was | $00 as transportation \s aya Dat Minister Mackenzlo King rensserted 
overseas | followed À ihe passage of th ‘ors Wo aro certainly Rolni to of bih x today that he will 
Mobiltestion | A ON a tee eae oe He was angwertna My J CO airy In the Commons H id tall 
umbers as may | that further action can be takon | CCF, leader, who nakad whe 1" }do nll possible to nvo calling a 
OUNCE ae pey Re -governorsin- | without reference to Paclament.[estimales for relnforeamenis Hite oloctlon during the war, It 
Proved Kone number hereby ap-| “if the 16000 dreftens are not] lowed for lenvo for met jie ane a oan be done, without extendin 
Mie poverhment sufficient the government may pass | Beon In the Cas lpo and, more| tho (arm of tho present Parllamen 


siblo to Hold Off Eledtion 
for the Present 


een 


s nt paved the way | furth <in-counell without | the Invasion of 17, 1046 
for such an order-in-council wh y ar ` ovders-in neil withou bee Neh expires April 1%, f 
i y Ò ently, Pranda whieh 
it passed Bill 80 in 1942 vaan goang to a o one cabinet ra A aughton anid ho was| My, King made the statement 


glad the queatlon had been neked afler; Gordon Graydon, 


- : | tive House 
` f as the matter had given him anx essivo Conserva 
Reinforcements P la'n|ioùs thought. ; anid, his patty planned to 


iT 
Ù ‘ have beon motion calling fora vote; 
Drawn up by Ralston AE five vents or mort e non-confidenco in tho Prime 
Ottawa, November) 28. — Q — 


. the formation of a 
away from thelr homes, ond wa Minister and for i! i 
hose with ‘ t under u new leader. 
Col. J, L. Ralston, former Defence sich tony Pes int have tho govern aydon suld hls party 
Minister, had put Into effect a plan rest and comfort that comes from | 14 movo the mollon despite the 


ments by Various. methods before | eluming to (hole familles” he) rae, ihal sho government Hag 
he resigned, it was disclosed inan sald, passed an oe vec dlapatah of soma 
exchange between the former mins hese AeA ISOA to the Euro- 
> ister and his successo: n, - ae : 
$ Neughton in the Comrhons Yoday. pean war theatre. ove that this 
i] T ara ret questioning the Me ns Msougek has confidence in 
k; à 
A or “ihe ‘dis atehing: mee opan Hour nanl Prime Minister and 


ments from November to May. Gen. 
McNaughton sald he was familiar 
with the plan which he saw when 
he took over the ministry and the 
4,500 provided by it were to be ad- 
ditional to the 16,000 men he said 


nleresis of our troops in i 
Pe ead the honor of Canada $ 
call for the immediate application 
of the {ull provisions +f the Mobili- 
zation Act and that another govern- 
ment should be formed without de= 


in the Commons today were re- der leadership known to 

quired. lay ua ke that t 
Col. Ralston's plan provided for favor and pledged o 

1,500 men being made available by ‘course. 


accelerating dispatch of the in- 
fantry overseas, 1,500 men_ other 
than infantry to be sent directly 
overseas and remustered there, 750 
non-commissioned officers to be de- 
moted to privates but paid at N.C.O. 
rates for a certain period and 750 
infantry tradesmen to be used for 
general duty but given trade pay. 
In addition it had been proposed 
that 500 could be obtained by tak- 
ing reduced physical standards but 
neither..CoL ton nor Gen. Mc- 
Naughton approved this suggestion. 


—_ 


| Not Satisfactory | 


(Ottawa Journal) 

Who says that? Not some Can- 
adian newspaper or politician at- 
tacking Mr, King. It is said b; 
Hanson Baldwin, of the New York 
Times, admittedly the ablest mili- 
tary student produced by this war. 

Baldwin, dealing with the pre- 
sent offensive in the West. says 
that “bruising, bitter slugging 
matches — some of the hardest 
battles in our history — must pre- 
cede even limited success," and 
then, after summing up the forces 
avallable to General Eisenhower 
and the difficulties that confront 
him, remarks; 

“General Eisenhower has per- 
haps six.to ten Canadian, British, 
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-QUEBEC YOUTHS) 


No Serious Disorders Reported 
in Demonstration by Students 


—_.+— 


The French Press 


Political Disturbance 
(Le Droit) 2 
Minister of Re-,end of September, 1917, and was 
Federal Cabinet put a cree etter ine general clr 
i he said, | tion which taole place in the 
eee “ihe aes Tt tie Cana- | of December of the same year. The 
peran ub at Chicago, that the| young conscripts underwent mil- 
i b Fee created recently in | itary training; some of them were 
pensar with conscription for | sent overseas, but we do not be- 
Sree ervice was of pouiical|lieve that one of them was ever 
overseas» this disturbance |in the firing line. And still, con- 


Hon. C. D. Howe, 
construction in the 


origin. In fact, seral | scription was enforced in order to] Polish and other units in the lst 
K takes place on tS ie de- RE reinforcements for the Can- | Canadian Army, ‘This last army (Special to The Gazette) ti 
e elections which C: adian Expeditionary Force. has recently completely a bitter Quebec, November 23.—An anti- 


five years z i 
layed, after more than after , Howe is right in saying that 
of war and almost oven at which te measure caused more harm 
the last Benta heads of political | than good, and today a similar 
oe re in favor of voluntary | measure would be practically ie 
pedis and against conscription. i less. an facl, it A fairl apana bim 

= = wel its] to ieve a 
This disto Pe io o ioni cease some time during the next 
course gor aR defence army, com- | few months. If the prolem et re 
of our g recruits called by the gov- | inforcements has not already been 
posed o Ffor compulsory military | settled, it is not conscription | 50 


fight to frec _ the approaches to 
Antwerp of Germans and is prob- 
ably exhausted, and the Canadian 
Army repincement system has not 
been satisfactory.” 

There are some who tell us that 


conscription demonstration, appar- 
ently organized by Laval University 
undergraduates and consisting 
mostly in a street parade and sev- 
what Canada does or fails to do eral impromptu meetings which 
about reinforcements at this time lasted about an hour and a half all 


cannot make much difference in told, t vening. 
the winning of the war. It can Pa oea TE ma o ne 


ernment b delayed that will remedy the] make a difference, and a very fight: d a 

i declared useless long delay great difference t i ights or serious disorders and no 
service, H i e to our part at the a 
those who were the first to ask | situation. whoa kesanted peace table. damages of any importance de- 


spite certain radio reports to the 
contrary —and the demonstrations 
terminated peacefully around 9.30. 
About the most serious incident 
reported was that the bulletin 
boards of the local English language 
newspaper, the Chronicle-Telegraph, 
were defaced, mostly through being 
torn and having Ink or paint 
splashed upon them, while a flash 
board at the door, announcing the 
decision of the King Government to 
impose conscription, disappeared: 
Reports that damages had been 
Caused foe the spu ng ane that 
more than any one of ) windows een broken were 
rancor in mesran gooner ports dene Nations. denied by police and company offi- 
ese soldiers, Jn pls re-| To claim now, in order to crown cials., The paper has been alone 
Mr. Mac this army, alll ner war effort, that’ Canada must here in its campaign in favor of] — 
that population are’ rep- | impose conscription, is to ignore the mposing conscription and, mostly 
groups P? in proportion to thelr | jmportant part that our country has aa precautionary measure, a spe- 
resente àl importance. Moreover. | taken in the conflict and stir up aii lice guard was thrown 
numer thousands only of these sol agitation for purely political ends. pleats Pathe, ee re eee 
i scrip- - 
diers would be reagi ce ae put 2) NT . Rumors had the crowds of yo 
tlon oF. to serve as reinforce- s men, most of whom were report 
n as Yor the Canadian army by police to seem to be between 16 |. 
ments y fighting in Italy and in and 10, ranging all the way trom 
s ; 3 or so bu 
Holland astion of reinforcements : : „that the average size of the demon- 
This 2 brought up for political 7 ; i f Zt -= strators’ ranks was in the neighbor- 
Bane ta eet sti he Sa Roar, Gt her ceed pay | 
> I sters 
upon which ware suche ears | 
"Down wil on,” "P 


re a 


- The same Ministe: 

ns ee ere of this army can |that conscription does not har- 
ent for the defence of Canada| monize with the general measures 
eet spot on the American con-|taken by the government to assure 
th ae. In fact, 8,000 among them] pot only the maintenance of the 
formed art of the Kiska expedi-| active army, but also the manufac- 
form 2,500 miles from the Pacific | {ure of munitions, the need for 
ton where they were to oust the | which is being fell more and more, 
pees ‘ese occupation troops. The lat-| ' Let us cite with Mr, Howe the 
{ gen left before their arrival | uct that, at a given time, the num- 
But our troops endured no Jess|her of our soldiers, our aviators 
than six long months of exile and) oq our sailors surpasses the mil- 
rivation in a desolate land. lion mark, which Js not bad for a 
P Many people believed that the population of eleven and a half 
home dertnce army, Wes co DPE million Inhabitants, In proportion, 
Jon tne ips Which explained |Canada has, according to this re 
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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24. 


EDGING TOWARDS CONSCRIPTION? 


On October 31 one member of the Liberal 
Cabinet of Prime Minister W, L. Mackenzie King 
—Col. J. L. Ralston—retired because he believed 
in conscription. Yesterday another member—Maj, 
c. G. Power—retired because he does not believe 
in conscription. These curious facts, added to the 
order-in-council that the Government has passed, 
and the tenor of Gen, A. G. L. MeNaughton's cur- 
ious address to the House yesterday, may be in- 
Gications that Mr. King is yielding to pressure. 
Very characteristically, he is yielding by almost 
imperceptible degrees and under a variety of con- 
cealments. But it is quite possible that he is 
yielding. 

There are, however, no grounds for the as- 
sumption that Mr. King is slowly rising to the 
‘occasion, nor that he is beginning to arrive at a 


` Jate but Joyal recognition of his public duty. On 


the contrary, if he is yielding, it is because the 


)siark needs of the battlefields, backed by the in- 


Sistence of aroused public opinion, and cham- 


‘pioned by a worthy group within the Liberal 


Cabinet are gradually beginning to tell even upon 
Mr. King’s intricate resistance. It is not his atti- 
tude that may be changing. It is simply that the 
decision is being gradually taken out of his hands. 

At first sight, there might appear to be no 
more than tiresome juggling in the wording of the 
mew order in council making the draftees “avail- 
able” for overseas service. The question naturally 
arises: Have we not understod that the draftees 
have always been available for overseas service? 
Have we not, like Col. Ralston, believed that they 
were, in fact, “a potential reserve,” which could 
be sent overseas whenever needed? 

But when this order in council is examined, 
certain subtleties begin to emerge. It may be re- 
called that Mr. King said, when he introduced 
Bill 80 in the House in 1942, that if ever the 
need for their use should arise, he would first 
piss an order-in-council, and call Parliament for 
its approval. He has now passed the order-in- 
council and Parliament is to be asked next week 
to vote on a Government motion phrased in these 


words: “That this House will aid the Government | 


in its policy of maintaining a vigorous war.” It 
would be typical of Mr. King’s tactics to regard 
the order-in-council as giving him the legal au- 
thority and the vote on his vague motion (if car- 
ried) as giving him Parliament's approval, 

e % & 

There is little doubt that Mr. King is edging, 
or being edged, into a position in which he can 
act. But he is, at the same time, keeping himself 
free of strict commitments. Though he may be 
giving himself authority he is at the same time 
giving others no definite undertakings. 


The maintenance of evasion appears strikingly | 


jn the statement of Mr. King’s reinforcement 
policy as delivered yesterday 'in the House by and 
through Gen. McNaughton, For Gen. McNaughton 
declared that the Government has no intention 
of immediately using the draftees, but will con- 
tinue with further experiments with the cam- 
paigns for their voluntary enlistment. But at an- 
other point in the same address he stated (with 
an inconsistency which Col. Ralston was quick to 
pring out) that the results of such campaigns 
pave not been successful. “I must admit that the 
yesults have not been adequate,” he said. “I am 
advised that there are very many N.R.M.A. men 
who will not volunteer under present circum- 
stances but who are willing to be sent overseas.” 

Indeed, Gen, McNaughton’s appearance in the 


< House has been described by observers as piti- 
his self-contradictions be- |. 


qul, so involved did 


24 ree geen 


OF DRAFT I Be 

two Letters to the Editor wh 
adjoining column and one which 
appeared in yesterday's issue appear to us to be 
taking a completely qistorted view of the basic 
issue over sending draftees overseas, With all due 
respect for the right of these correspondents and 
Persons of like thinking to their own opinions, 
their concept of the basic nature ofs the issues 
lacks a clear perspective of the essential realities 
involved, 

All three letters attribute the controversy and 
the demand for immediate despatch of draftees to 
a deliberate political conspiracy against the Lib- 
eral Government, Both specifically and by infer- 
ence, responsibility for creating the issue without 
any justification in military necessity Is 


upon the Progressive Conservative Party, GAZE 


This completely ignores the unquestioned, 
gent facts of military need for early relnfor 
ments, a need which even Prime Minister Kin, 
and General McNaughton do not deny, however 
much they dispute the necessity of prompt move- 
ment of draftees overseas. It completely ignores 
the entirely non-political, certainly non-Progres- 
sive Conservative genesis of the whole issue. The 
now-debated proposal that the draflees bo sont 
overseas came not from outside critics of the Gov- 
ernment, but from within it, from one of ils 
senior and most respected members. 

Surely our correspondents would nol suggest 
that Col. Ralston was playing politics, seeking to 
embarrass and defeat the Government, or trying 
to besmirch its gencral record when he made his 
considered, clear-cut recommendation that over- 
seas conscription be effected. Col. Ralston de- 
clared he did so because he felt. he had no alter- 
native in view of the urgent need, the lack of suf- 
ficient trained volunteers, and the power and ! 
pledges of the Government to use draftees if nec- 
essary. The Colonel’s past record and unimpeach- 
able integrity leave no doubt that he did so in 
honest conviction that this was the only honorable 
and realistic course to follow. 

It is equally surprising that the letter writers 
should impute political motives and prejudices to 
all‘those who have expressed opinions in favor 
of .immediate overseas conscription, including 


men now fighting overseas and their relatives at 


rrh. M ONTREAL. 


, 
Resents ‘False Issue’ , 


s been se- 
sin—My husband hos been | fe 


verely wounded an I bitterly re- 
pital In England ut ot are being 


th 
ie by the Torles and, pepeed p3 
some soldiers’ W vob ed ee aia 
the principal issue at 


stako in 
General 


ent 
ized our magnificent 


effort and now, 
ry, may be 


We, 


and our 


usted 
= ort our armies. 
must look 


misleading disruptive catch- 
peyond n the platforms of the par- 
ties we support. We must remem- 
ber that the party which is trying 
to stampede us into an election at 
this eritical moment, and to play 
nation against nation, is the party 
which opposed, family allowances 
and all the progressive legislation 
assed by our Government. They 
Pape to force an election on a 
false issue and so defeat the desire 
of the people of Canada for a post- 
war government which will give 
us jobs, security and progress. We 
must not let them succeed. 


home. Do. they also impute political motives to | 
the newspapers which normally support the Lib- | 
eral Government but which now are urging that 
Col. Ralston's recommendation be implemented? 


come. BUT 1 imay weu ve INqUIred whether these 
contradictions were due to simple ineptitude, or 
whether they may not have a deeper significance. 
The fact may be that the Government is not only| 
trying to say two different things at the one time) 
but is trying to do two different things at the one 
time. It may be edging towards conscription while 
trying to appear as though standing still. 

. Certainly if Mr. King were attempting to edge 
conscription-wards he would do it in exactly the 
way in which he is doing it now. For if Mr. King 
ever gets around lo bring in any degree of over- 
seas conscription it will not come through any 
frank and responsible measures. It will come like 
a thief in the night and at such an hour as man 
knoweth not. 

> 

‘But the penalties of these methods will destroy 
him. It is true that these very methods once had 
their uses and once brought him their rewards. 
Yet at their core lay always the element of bad 
faith. The time of reckoning was bound to come 
and it is already upon him. He may find himself 
in the utterly dismal position of,a man shunned 
alike by those he led and by those he opposed. 
For many of those he led will suspect that he 


b e 


PAULETTE BUCHANAN. 
Montreal November 22. 


„Political Conspiracy 


Sir, —The leader of our forces of 
liberation, General Eisenhower, put 
his finger on Canada’s conscription 
issue at a press conference in 
France yesterday. When asked for 
his opinion, he replied that he was 
not going to get involved in Can- 
adian or any other kind of politics. 

Surely our military high com- 
mand should be the judge of whe- 
ther Canada’s N.R.M.A.’s are need- 
ed more badly than the crying need 
for more ammunition. The people 
of Canada gave the Government the 
right to send men overseas if and 
when our military leaders so de- 
creed. This policy: should not be 
interfered with. 

Mackenzie King made public the 
small number of Home Defence 
forces, namely 8,000 out of approxi- 
mately 68,000, that were eligible for 
active duty. There appears to be 
a studied effort on the part of those 
respous/ple pr this tremendous 

yhoo, to slur over thi im- 
portant detail. BU 

it is very obvious that the anti- 
Liberal forces in Canada are mak- 
ing this conscription issue a politi- 
cal instrument with which they are 
altempting to smash our national 
unity and bring defeat to the Liber- 
al Party. 

Under our present Government. 
we have made a‘tremendous con- 
tribution to the war, and this ob- 
vious attempt to shake the people's 
faith in our national leaders, should 
be Exposed for what it is—an ugly 
Political manoeuvre, the consc- 
quences p Pan are far reaching 

noug o impair Canada’: 

Tor years to come. eS Aun 

isrupters of national unity ar 
a menace to Canada. These Boti. 
cal opportunists do not care whom 
they harm. Why then should the 
pro-Liberal adherents pull their 


was never really with them but only exploited 
their feelings; while none of those he opposed 
will welcome him to their company, suspecting 
that his change is motivated by simple opportun- 
ism. He will make enemies: of his friends without 
making friends of his enemies. The anti-conscrip- 
tionists will lose all respect for the man who is 
deserting them by such stealthy steps; while the 
conscriptionists will feel no more than that he 
was gradually compelled to adopt a policy which 
he resisted, as best he might, to the end. 

Mr, King is finding himself faced with the 
necessity of crossing the Rubicon. But no com- 
mander ever approached that dividing-line with 


longer delay nor greater hesitation. If Mr. King 
| ever does cross the Rubicon, it will not mean that 


he has made his own decision. It will mean only 
that he was ultimately carried across these fate- 
ful waters. 


punches? 
The Liberal press does not help 
by remaining 


clarify the arten 

passive in their arguments. The 
real facts are clear ond should be 
printed “boldly. The distortion of 
facts in this conscription issue 
should not be the means whereby 
reactionary elements can ride into 


LETTERS FROM READERS 


FRIDAY.. 


Was private industry informed { 
advance that by December 1, 19 
aluminum wouid be free for 
lan use and that there would b 
plenty of labor available? Was pr 
vate industry instructed to be tos 
ed up and ready to commence 
on the production of ~ alum’ 
goods at that date and n 
against loss if there should 
change in the forecast? 
Has anytýing been done to n 
the electric iron manufacturers, th 
refrigerator manufactur 
radio manufacturers and others o 
the dates upon which materials 
Jabor will be available for 
production? Has ate plan 
made to finance “too! 3 up” in 
vance for such production in ord 
that there may no lag of u 
ployment and distress between 
and peace production? 
We have heard repeat 
there must never be another dep: 
sion such as we experienced in th 
thirties. but apparently it is no 
knocking at our door and the first) 
and, so far as the public is informed 
only, line of defence in Montreal 
the assurance that Selective Servic 
is organized to register the na 
of 150,000 unemployed. 
It would appear that imme 
enlightenment is in order and 
Parliament, when it has di 
of the conscription issue, 
continue in session and act on th 
important subject of preventing — 
recurrence of mass unemployment. 


F. R. CLARKE. 
Monireal, November 22. 


power over the back i - 
ent Liberal Gover amai sae BESS 
HARRY AL 
Montreal, November 32. STER. 
ee Ae 


ea eee nee 


tawa, November 23.—P— Text 
of Defence Minister AA Test| 
| Ghdress to te Commons follows: | 
` The 
“today 


reason for my being here 
is to report to the House of 
Commons the facts concerning re- 
Inforcements for the Canadian! 
Overseas; to give the House! 
whatever assistance I can in the 
interpretation of the facts; to state) 
the problems which now exist; to} 
| indicate the section which has been 
taken and the further measures to 
which are being instituted. 


robiem ts complicated be- 
oath e ts A tae to translate 
action taken in Canada into num- 


ers of fully trained men in the 

ent pools in the theatres 
Of operations and immediately 
@vailable for posting to units in 
the id. 

In what Iam to say today I have 
dsa to remember that the informa- 
Goh I shall give gocs out to all the 
world. I have to be very careful 


the enemy. 
come “sbout it would bring hazard 
t Our “troops in action and preju- 
@ice ‘their further operations which 
fs"the last thing any of us here 
would wish to da L need not, I 
think, -emphasize this grave re 
eponsibility. I recognize that this 
$nhibition will result In there be 
tng important gaps in the full in- 
formation I seek to give. I am 
completely at the dspasal of the 
“House should honorable members 
wish to examine me under circum- 
evances in which I shall be free to 
give precise answers to questions 
relating to the Canadian Army. If 
dhis is arranged, I sha!) endeavor 
to give ss complete information as 
possible. 

It is perhaps needless to say that 
I em not at liberty, in any cireum- 
stances, to disclose mformeatian 


TEXT OF GEN. McNAU 


dressed to the men and 


affecting Alied armies which we 
have received under an undertak- 
dng that it should be kept strictly 
secret Some of this would be in- 
teresting for comparison.and to de- 
velop the basis on which our own 
figures mave been estimsted of our 
own position 

Right at the start I would like 
to say thet thereds mo difference 
of opinion as tO purpose ‘between 
my predecessor in the office of 
Minister of National Defence and 
myself. We both of w are deter- 
mined with all the svrength we 
ave that our troops in action will 
not lack for reinforcements to carry 
forward our part in the war in 
northwest Europe and in Italy. We 
intend to march forward with our 


Allies to erush Germany _ fmally 
into defeat and to confirm the 


safety of the peace which follows. 
There is no doubt about this intent 
That has been stated by the Prime 
Miniser on behalf of all in clear, 
explicit terms. 

There is agreement on the estab- 
Zishments of our army Overseas 
which should be kept up in pres- 
ent circumstances. We are agreed 
as to where our several formations 
Should operate and under which 
higher command and as to how our 
command shculd be organized. I 
bave made no change in any of 
fhe arrangements overseas which 
were made by Col. Ralston. 


DIFFERED ON METHODS. 


Where my predecessor and I dif- 
fered was on the methods which 
ehowld be used to provide the rẹ- 
inforcements needed. In October 
last he took his stand on the basis 
that we had outrun the possibilities 
of maintaining our forces overseas 
by voluntary enlistment. At that 
time I took the stand that our tra- 
| ditional system which we had used 
throughout this war and long be- 
fore, was capable of prcviding the 
results we sought and of producin 
them in time; provided always tha 
it was given the full public sup- 
port which was requisite, 

I submit that it would have been 
very dangerous indeed to hazard a 
change until all measures proper 
to the existing method had been 
developed to the full and it bad 


that they would not suffice. 
To do so might well not have in- 
creased the rate of flow of rein- 


month. We must remember that our 


on the safe side, 


the rates of wastage and the scales 
ar future activity arẹ+those which 
have 
officers in the field and confirmed 
by the theatre commanders. 


becom: D summer the forecasts show another 
paoe ands evident sto xau pared when the Infantry reserves 


In this period the 


Then followed the radio address 
made by the Prime Minister on 
Wednesday November 8, He cover- 
ed again the poifits I had previous- 
ly been authorized to make, 

I thought that tbis appeal ad. 
S he other 
measures we wert taking would 
bave the effect desired and that, as 
well, we would have the united 
Support of all out people, and that 
shortly our difficulties in finding 
men trained es infantry would be 
lateely over icy a 

drew the policy defined in 
Prime Ministers Speech to the t 
tention of all out senior command- 
ers in Canada. I directed that it 
be adopted forthwith, and I asked 
their hp. in every way, 

Later these officers met me in 
Ottawa and I was able to explain 
to them personally the objectives 
Which we should reach if the nun- 
bers of reinforcements for overseas 
were to be adequate to meet the 


from conver to general service, 
I undertook at these matters 
would be corrected and this has in 
lar y par deen done. 

rhe district commanders told 
quite frankly they had not muon 
bope that our requirements would 
be met but they loyally undertook 
to make senother effort. This® the 
hsve now done, and I must admit 
that the results have not been 
adequate. I am advised that there 
are very many N.R.M.A. men who 
will not volunteer under present 
circumstances but who are quite 
willing to be sent overseas. 

T think that I should now State 
our problem in terms of numbers 
and times. 

First, let me say that in total for 
all arms and services overseas there 
is no present shortage. Moreover, 
no overall shortage is expected in 
the period for which the figures 
have already been forecast which 
extends well on into next summer. 

. Unfortunately, however, it is not 
in totals that our present problem 
can be expressed for men are not 
quickly transferrable form one arm 
of the service to another, and eyen 
with time, there is a limit beyond 
which remustering cannot be car- 
Tied out 

The difficulty we have arises in 
the infantry, for it-is in this arm 
that we have unfortunately exper- 
ienced heavy casualties in Taly 
and in northwest Europe since D- 
Day. In total for all arms the cas- 
ualties have been very close to the 
estimates, but in infantry tney have 
been heavier than the forcasts on 
which our plans for reinforcements 
were based. 


SHORTAGES ESTIMATED, 


Should casualties continue at the 
higher rates, there is a possible 
prospective shortage of fully train- 
ed infantry, which may come late 
in January or in February next. 
Against this there will be, at that 
time, large numbers of infantry in 
the depots whose tralning has ap- 
prosebed completion and who will 

available for posting to the units 
shortly thereafter in the following 


figures are forecasts and estimates 
and so we cannot expect a high 
order of precision, 


There are many uncertainties 
one way or another, such as sall- 
ing dates delayed by adverse 


weather, quarantine for minor con- 
tagions, etc, which may affect par- 
ticular groups of the men concern- 
ed and for which allowance must 


be made. The figures I am using 
to assess the situation are very de- 
finitely on the safe side and I think 
lt wel] that this should be so, for 


error it should be 
In all the figures which are used 


if there ís an 


been arrived at by our own 
Later on in the spring or early 


ehirid the troops might become low: 


intake into the 


forcements but ht instead have | POols of trained infantry reinforce- 
reduced it dee iones, p js | ments depends on the numbers now 


what I think would have happened 
“if voluntary service had been aban- 


westion had first come up. 
| | Since then conditions have alter- 
| ed, {publio attention has been rivet- 


State | prefe 
system in its applica- 
conditions we have in 
I mare not excluded the 


A 


in the training stream and on 
ponvergloos to general service from 
e 


for compulso ervice inthe 
ite days of list month when the | fantry in the 


taining stream is known. The num» 
er 
N.R.M.A, to general service has been 
estimated at the average rate of re- 
cent months, 


vice ip 
lowing months. 


the 


trained in- 
in the 


fully or partially 
RRM. » 
The number of volunteers 
of 


conversions from the 


in the fòl- 


I dook forward to placi before 
et to the 


— a 


jes fit for service overseas. 


tion whic 
discussions to arrive at an effective 
use for large numbers of men who| know, agree that two 
have come Into the army in Can- 
ada, both general service and 
M.A, who never can be emp. 
In battle, 


eat quantities 
be expended if ther 
progress at all, 


the actual fig 
ieee ae eel 


future Must be alrletly 
the nature of the task Which re- 
mains to be gompleted and nso I 
shall, If T may, give the House an 
appreciation fhe naturo of 

altes Which Me before the Allied 
armies of which our Canadian 
troops now form an Important art, 

We now, both In Italy and 
northwest Europa, are Up agalnst 
fortified zones of preat depth and 
strêngth with every obslaclo and 
device to hamper our advance 
Which the German mind has been 
able to conceive. 

In northwest Europe hundreds of 
thousands of slayé labor have been 
employed for years to create tho 
fixed defences of the Wost Wall, 
They have been carefully sited by 
the skilled engineers of tho German 
Army to givo them every adyon- 
tage of terrain, They nre provided 
with all the accessories to male 
ite easy for 
heavy concrete emplacements fol 
machine and antl-tanie guns, bomb- 
proof shelters for resting person- 
nel, elaborate roads nnd ralfways 
for rapid transfer of resorves from 
place to place, deoply burled cables 
to maintain certain“ {ntercommuni- 
cation, huge dumps of food and am- 
munition and spares and replace- 
ments for guns and tanks and other 
gear, 

We can take it that these de- 
fences are provided with every- 
thing which! could be thought of 
which would be of use and every 
day they are being strengt.2ned by 


related to| forward, Th 


the | Bt 


jn | free 


those Jn garrison: in 


ocaso Al once to be 
“the NILMA. und pam 

th ty and ho units to 
oven the tina} training and ine 
ruction which they require, 
They become In all respects an 
Integral part of thal greal band 
who serve Caneda by hele 
will and whose pride It 1 
nore duly calls and needs die- 


The postion of N.R-M.A. person- 
nel who do nol convert lo general 
service Is not go simple. It had 
been my bope that once our vital 
need had been made clear—as it 
has beon—ond once opportunities 
had been given for considerate ex- 
Janatlon—ng they have been, that 
Phelr number , would haye been 
very materlally reduced, 

the first business Js fo ensure 
that all who aro physically fit and 
likely to become efficient soldiers 
are brought into units In balanced 
composition tọ act as a reserve to 
eel possible future requirements 
for combat operations, The ar- 
rangoments 
henge in the existing organiza- 
lon and these can be effected 
ulckly, 

f The Yöllminatlon of units, forma- 
tions, headquarters and local estab- 


members of 


o wi 


lishments which, in an earlier phase |in 


were require 
strictly home defence, and 
transfer of the personn thus feed 
to other duties in keeping with our 
present need; the: freeing of per- 
sonnel in appropriate medical cate- 
ories from, home establishments, 
From extraneous employment, or 


of the war, for 


the forced labor of the German 
people, 


SUPPLIES BIG FACTOR. 


To break through these lines we 
must turn to siege warfare of the 
most intense character and above all 
else we must have guns and shells 
in lavish quantities, 

We learned in the last war and 
again in this that in sieze warfare 
there is. little opportunity for 
manoeuvre. When we attack we 
must use vast quantities of shells to 
crush out of existence wide sections 
of the enemy’s defence and~ to 
paralyze his garrisons and so free 
the way for the advances of our 
infantry closely supported by the 
fire of mobile guns. J 

By reason of the immensity of 
the volume of fire required and the 
time takén to pet the ammunition 
forward, these battles go in phases 
marked by short periods of intense 


activity and longer periods of 
quiet between. 
conditions in northwest 


Europe will, I think, approximate 
very closely to those we ex- 
pericnced in France and Flanders in 
the later phases of the First World 
War, We will have to turn back to 
this period for guidance on the 
Wastage rates to be expected In the 
various arms and services, 

It {s probable that these rates will 


be more uniform throughout all 
troops in the forward areas. We 
must be very careful that the ro- 


mustering. from other arms which 
we have been carrying out to make 
up for the higher rates In the in- 
fantry in the mobile war since D- 
Day is not carried too far. For- 
tunately, as I have sald, we have no 
present anxiety as to the adequacy 
of the reserves in arms other than 
Infantry, but the situation must be 
closely watched, 

So with the business of siege 


warfare in front of us it becomes 
most smupontont to remember that 
the supply. of shells and munitions 
is a vital necessity which must be 
me 
The call has gone out to multipl 

the rate of production several fold 
and this must be done as a first 


prionlty on our Industrial effort. I] com 


elieve that the effort which is re- 
uired can be made without diver- 
slon of men needed for reinforce- 
ments, We can divert men from less 
essential industries. We can use 
many more women, We can use 
some of the personnel in the armed 
forces who are not in the categor- 

I have proposals in this connec- 
h I hope to raise in later 


N.R. 
loyed 


The only other observation I 


would lke to make in connection} We are not 
with this vital industrial effort in 
the production of shells 
and certain other gear is that we 
In Canada, arp nan a 
of supply for all o 
with dA in battle 


and guns 


eat source 


r les enguged 
tn Europe. 
In some things we<are the only 


In siege warfare 
for victory „either 
lives of men and 
of shells must 
e ip to be any 


‘ou. have to 
shells or 


the 


their recall from leave are other 
matters to be attended to. 

This ís being done as rapidly as 
Individual cases can be reviewed 


O PA 


for this require few] try 


Dy 9i 


: 
‘AY 


a 


will be 


ng and w 
üerable ci 


+ 


Whip A 
tral 
co 


war 


will 
scale 
seag 


Not be on 
than Is gi 


any 


Ven our ie a 


* 
re are a ‘a 
categories or mi ’ 
Bi a, nelnet te a 
ln H 
companies. t = 
Teter } 
come physically tom 
vite, esl 
below he. ctl Go 2 
dut _thould bed eg 7 
are A 
physical categori we z 
of their technicalior oth 
catio; ‘laced 
Gaal etla 
These we 


I have dealt A 

in some consi dersble gee 

it presents a problem’ of gret 

ficulty which wt be ness 

by any single meagire,5 
Now may I retin 


` eir 
ments required to enir 
tive support of our! sh 
mations overseas inthe field | 
to give them the reserves w 


and replecemen ts provided wher- 
ever this is necessary in the public 
interest of the prosecution of the 


war. 
EXAMPLE CITED 


. For example, some hundreds of 
men were detailed some weeks ago 
to assist in the construction of the 
uew hospital at Sunnybrook, These 
could haye been ordered back to 
their units but then this work, 
which is most urgent im the, in- 
terests of our returned soldiers’ who 
have suffered wounds, would have 
been delayed. i 
(“Wherefore we have chosen to 
keep them on the job fot the mo- 
ment and replace all who are phy- 
sically fit for combat duties by men 
in a lower category. I} 
_ There are other tasks of national 
importance in the shell factories 
and in construction which are be- 
Ing dealt with in like manner. 
he purpose is to concentrate in 

N.R.M.A. units for potential com- 
bat duties all men wht are physi- 
cally {it and deemed likely to make 
efficient combat soldiers. This is a 
first priority and it is being dealt 
with as such. The stan@ard of train- 
ing will be brought to the high 
level we insisted on ih England. 

There are a considerable number 
of men in the NRMA. whose 
physical fitness is below the stand- 
ard required for first line combat- 
ant duties but who are, in all other 
respects, capable of rendering use- 
ful service in the field, in base in- 
stallations, on the line of communi- 
catlons and in the forward area be- 
hind the battle fronts, 
the British Army these men 
are grouped into the Corps of 
Pioneers to act as a reserve of 
labor for the engineers for the 
construction of roads and railways 
and aerodromes and field fortifica- 
tions and similar works; to man 
the base depots, to load the supplies 
of food and ammunition: to help 
n the—tepair™ establishments and 
generally to do ‘unskilled labor 
Whenever required to set free the 
bat troops from these ancillary 


Canadian employment companies 
are also being organized. The mii- 
t y, side of this training is not ex- 
eT is trom hi byment 

is from emp! ent corps 
that we propose to discharge any 
requirements for help on works of 
national Jmporlance to the pro- 

n of the war whi are 
required to undertake. mae) 

In this arrangement you will, I 

safeguards 


are very necessary, The first that 
the tasks requested are really of 
national im Tlance; the second 


that by undertaking to do them 
with our employment gompanies 
epriving anyone, in 
Canada of gainful emplo thi 
otherwise Would have, 4s wa 
I am in no position in the Defence 
Department to give the considera- 
tion which is require? to the appli- 
cation of these important safeguards 
to tasks other than those which are 


and it is therefore most im- | carried out under the Defence 
abe that this industry be not| Department for strictly military 
disturbed for any reason, or other- 
wise there will be most serious con- 
sequences for all. 


Purposes, and so we are asking the 
Minister of Reconstruction to un- 
dertake the first responsibility, and 
the Minister of Labor the second. 
Until we have certificates from 
these departments, the work will 
not be undertaken, 

These | certifi oaths may be re- 


ee 


‘| matter. 


they will need to Garry! to 
the arene, pties whieh fis 

t is absolutely necesar 
confidence of{our shiny 
in the European ‘theatres 
there be a substantial 
reinforcements made ayı 
erseas, The absence of sith 
serve might mean casualties 
would not otherwise be 

The es must be gue 

lines. must be rded in’ 

SGE way that is dependent up 
peton which can be` tike 
ere. 


The numbers required fa 
up the reserve that is 
are larger than could bep 
ed in time by the voluntem 
version of trained and fit 
nel of our N men | 
eral service. 

I have said that exco is 
16,000 men we are able lo m 
all requirements from me 
have come forward voluntarly 
have said that it is our pups 
mamm the voluntary 
the limit. 
I have stated that 5,000, addii ( 
trained infantry must be n 
early in December to safe e 
position at the end ot ar 
That another 5,000 must hs 
in January, and some 6, 
succeeding months. 

I have brought thest pee 
my colleagues in thi 
order-in-council - 
extending the servic 
ber of men to the 
atres of operations. 


TO BE USED IF ‘NECES 


This power will De aed i, 
the extent necessa. ned 
the numbers of reinforc 
quired. 

Mr, Speaker; 
In closing, I x 
express my @ppr' 
decessor a office, H 
most of pers 
whose loyal aid I could 
have carried through 
duties o: ese la 
am deeply obliged to Bit 
them for all that theyre 
to serve the public in 


Mr. Speaker: 
I have taken the 
found i 
I have tried wlth pA. ¢ 
to work: fone ne w 
hope I am in 
bution 
ing some contrib ATV 
of our f 


ose we a m 
suppo. 
in the great task they is 
do to charge! C aro 
i the w 
E AA conclusion, SPa 
guard the peace whey fo 
If we enter this D! nd 
we will be strong, SPa g 
all that is eer o 
bappiness and w 
ple Ro heights as yet 


Manj,-Gen 


troops 


seas, K 
The general 


men were "ready to 
orders were given, 


a & 


large proportion of which is 
Dosed of home defense 
stationed In British Columbia, The 


Gofense troops in the Givsion have 
received full combat training, 


| Troops in Good Shape 


Brig. R. H. Beattie, Brigade Com- 
}xnand@er at Nanaimo, B.C. sald his 


EM LAY Ti 


freaāy to go overseas. 
“I have in ‘that brigade some of 
the finest soldiers in Canada.” Brig. 
Beattie said. “They are just waiting 
the from the Government that 
they o 
is the respo: ty of the Govern- 
ment to implement its owm Jegis— 
lation. . . ” D 
Brig. A. R. Roy, another brigade 
commanGer, said some home de 
fense troops on the verge of “going 
active” had volunteered in previous 
recruiting drives. Those who re- 
mained “were the men who are de} 
termined to wait for conscription.” 
Brig. G. A. McArthur, who return- 
ed to a Canadian post six weeks 
ago, said he has studied the home 
defense situation .carefully since be- 
ing transferred from overseas duty, 
and discussed the problem with his 
commanding officers on many occe- 
sions, and aS a- result his opinion js], 
1that.a campaign for volunteers will 
not succeed. 
Lt.-Col, G. A- McCarter of Vernon 
said: 
“I have asked these lads time and 
again why they refuse to volunteer 
for overseas service. Their replies 
are always the same. They are 
waiting for the Government to give 


e order and they are ready to 
bey.” 
4 Col: c. A. Scott of Courtenay 
said: 
“If the Government would only 
ume Its responsibility, I am con-|! 
vinced this whole mess could bc 
cleaned up.” 
Lt-Col. Jock MacGregor sald: 
“Home defense soldiers snould not 
pe expected at this stage of the 
e to make up their own minds 
They are ready to go, and will give 
g7od account of themselves when 


WARES RAARRAU ES Hoek nor Tos pe 


erm Officer Commana: apèti Mate of training 


Z opinion “expressed 
wak that, Instead of volunteering, 
jSUch troops would prefer to await}; 
orders from the Government to rolm 
overseas. Several officers said their 
po” once these] 


‘The whole of the 6th Division, a was with a 


officers Said virtually all the home| were 


troops are in splendid shape and I 


for they feel that it) Me that the only 


reinfo 


"It was 
ood fortu 
S Overseas army and te eine 
hee only for two years, i 
at our oven 


n commande: 
an Unit overseas for 4 
a after returning home 
ane agoa, was In active com. 
cae aay with armored forces at 

Wrenn and Dundurn, Sask), 
fautes w on returned to te 


Personal knowledge of 


and also that the 
then receiv 
Up to a standard 
them immediately 
combined training, 


Reported His Findings 


“On reporting for duty in Cana 
brought puchi inatiezn PATRE 
an: £ 
lowed through with kathek emihatis 
which were forwarded to 
ee Wa. As far as I could judge, no 
ction was taken, It was clear to 
answer to the re 
inforcen:=t Problem as It was out- 
ed to me at CMHQ was conscrip- 
tion. That was two years ago, and 
the situation is now apparently, 
much worse. Then the withholding 
of conscription meant only a delay 
in collective training and the des- 
patching of partially trained men to 
fill shipping space as it became 
avallable—serlous enough I will ad- 
mit from the regimental command- 
er’s point of view, but it didn’t mean 

men's lives as it does today, 

“I shall not take up your time 
outlining the various phases of my 
activities In the Battle of Canada. 
Sufficient will it be to tell you It 
was a losing battle from the start 
againo the complacency of training 
officers with little or no overseas 
or regimental experience; thelr 
antagonism to returning overseas 
personnel, and the breaking down 
of the Selection Board principle of 
appointing senior officers to com- 
mands, with disastrous results in 
the trainiing centre of the Cana- 
dian Armored Corps, That is all a 
matter of record, and is particu- 


vice-adjutant-general. 
“Very Ugly Picture” Now 


back; 
they exist today, 
immediate actlon. 
right thing 
the confidence 
rseas troops 
Canada they love and serve, 
them up to th 
too late for 
back them up 4 


and trust of our 


tion is taken. 


the/ do go, but they are convinced 
the Government should tell them to 


go.” 


col. Masson Demands Move 


‘Windsor, Nov. 20 (Special),—Lt.- 
Col. George Y. Masson, recently re- 
turned to civilian life in Windsor, 
has demanded immediate conscrip- 
| tjon be inaugurated by the Federal 
Government to ensure “adequate 
and properly trained reinforce, 

ents.” He made the request in a 
etter forwarded Hon, Norman A. 
McLarty, Secretary of State, 

His letter says in part; “Never| 
nave we needed fearless, wise states-|— 
men more and politicians less than 

this present crisis over the is- 
ae of sending adequate and prop- 
s jy trained reinforcements to our 
er hting men and seeing to it that 
AET reinforcements are there on 
tim; is my duty to urge you to give 
pur support to those men as ef. 
ectively and quickly as passib] 


and vigorous ac 


very ugly pictu 

king at lately. 
soe while at Camp Borden. 
again while at Dundurn, Sask., 


came in con 


and from many conversa- 
, 


tions gathered that fwo-thirds oe King, on Wednesday, will table the 
Gov- correspondence dealing with Col. 
and|J- L. Ralston's resignation on Nov. 1 
as Minister of Defense, and may 
n by outline his position In relation to 
js|the resignation and his stand for 
You|retaining the voluntary plan on 
very| reinforcements as opposed to accepl- 


them rem 
soy they a 


that jt is not up to them te ine 
the displeasure of next at Hi 
making & decision which y 


t to make. 
up to the Governmen 


against that case 
can't ively when they put it to you 


{n_ this manner, 


quickly 
WI pen 


“ w is no time: to look |forecast for Wednesday when Prime 
Eagimeay olt must be faced as| Minister King is expected do lay the 
and It calls for}foundatlon for Parliamentary con- 
Surely the only/sideration of 
to-do now I» to restore|Issue, 


that Canada, thé/considerable reason to believe that a 
backs j|not even Cabinet members had been 
e limit. It is not yetjtaken into Mr. King’s full confidence 
their Government tojon his plans, 
dequately, J£ prompt). It has been learned that the Prime] plans sug 
vie I/Minister has advised Opposition] he 
t that Jt is @)Leader Graydon and C.C.F, 
need hardly ponit, ae have been|Coldwell, first Opposition Jeaders| verbiage will be nothing more than 
to arrive here, that he would outline| a simple question: “Are you In favor 
andito them procedure for the sitting] of reinforcements?” 
Ilby Tuesday morning. 
tact with NRMA Per-| Look tor Correspondence 


Peet oom) 
phe drafting of men ts the 
Only fair and square way the 
thing enh be done; and more 
over It la the only aure and Uia 


rompt way of doling Il 

f T rafting method la based 

1) unt on uve rove bottom prinelple 

e ers that the nannaa bang At bo 

ita cause ls (he cauaa 0 i 

eat eet ranktn oll foniillon, all porta of the 
R Officers 

x conteren of the country equally=that the duty 
Ps Re, here today, imposed la on all allo and that 
Tan ES Adequately faih. iha country Mual necuro the 
“Red DOS enora men needed from Among the 

9 A G mon avaliable, aolecling thonn 
Should be AE ARNA pers moal avallable ahd exempting 


thoao hone adrvicos here are 
moat oaneniial to the obvious 
\ntoroata of the country, 

"Those who know they ought 
to go + the war having already 
one vader the voluntary plan, 
f romalna fòr the vountry to 


A Soldier Writes Home 


We Figured Andy M'Naughton 
Would Be Last to Let Us Down 


wo won't be known as the 1st Cana- 
dlan Army. And I am telling you. 
Canada can be darned proud of her 
First. Army, 


Below is part of a letter written 
from Holland by'a corporal in the 
Canadian Army who has been 
overseas for four years. It is 
written (o his parents, who reside 
in a Toronto suburb, For the 
Serviceman's protection, his name is 
not being» published, 


“Well, from the middle of no- 
Where I am writing you this letter, 

“Today is Armistice Day of 1918, 
but believe me you would never 
know St. For three days it has been 
so noisy one can't hear himself 
think, 

“We were a jot of very disap- 
pointed boys over here. We figured 
Andy McNaughton would be the 
last guy In the world to let us 
down, No fooling, we could use 
those 70,000 zombles that are over 
there. 

“Col. Ralston didn't really realize 
how things were until he had a look 
jaround over here himself, I guess 
il something doesn't happen soon 


Premier King to Outline 
House Procedure Today 


By KENNETH O0. ORAGG 


tration. 
whose length has been estimated pauls 


variously from two to 10 days is b 
the reinforcement 


Up to a late hour today, there was S 


One Simple Question 


It js generally cohsidered that Mr, on such an issue,” 


Services 


Ing his former Minister's recom- 
mendation for compulsion, 


held on Thursday at which. Defense 
Minister McNaughton will declare 
his position, It Js suggested that a 
debate. proper may be opened on 
Friday, but House Leaders frankly 
admit that they have not the slight- 


est iden how Mr. King will project 
SS 


the debate and are skeptical of him|| seas" 
Ottawa, Noy. 20 (Staft).—A brief,|doing it with a blunt demand for a | Only Course, Says Legion 
larly well known by Brig. Spencer, | introductory sitting to a  sesslon|Yote of confidence in the Adminis- 


Up to a late hour, only 22 mem- 
ers had checked in at their Parlia- 
ment Hill offices, but reservations 
indicate that a full tide will fow in 
on the night and early morning 
trains. Among the early arrivals is 
frank note of criticism that ‘is 
ustic of the Government's position 
nd of the Prime Minister himself, 


One bitter forecast of Mr. King’s 
gested that if, and when, 
does place a confidence motion 
Leader] before Parliament, that under the 


In harmony with the 
that suggestion, a new 
going the rounds of the Capital that 
Canada now has two Defense Min- 
isters, Gen. McNaughton and War 
Minister L, R, LaFleche. 
The latter Is being dubbed Defense 
Minister for French-Canada, 
basis of his active interest an 
Teles predicted thai’ w Joint Com thls past five days In 
[mons and Senate sitting may be 


step In and, on an organized, 
equitable pian, do the selecting 
of the further forces required. 
Jt le an Infinitely equorer, fairer 
and better plain than putting re 
lante on exhortations (hat 
would lako away fathers from 
familled and boys in thelr teens 
and leave the bouniry's bante 
Hwhting material out of netin.” 

To which we anys Hear! Feart 

This stern reign could have 
heon writlen of (he present ré 
Inforcoment crimis, but it waa 
nol, It Appeared In the Toronto 
Dally Star—then under present 
oawnerslilp-on Dee, 6, 1917, to 
urge Liber! members of Par- 
Hament [o the support of com- 
pulnory oversenn narylee; 

Tho fundamentals being the 
anmo now fs then, Jt is ree 
printed na a guide In the cur- 
rent crials, 


Bad) 0s 


“With the help of the people at 


home, who have given us this, the 
best equipment In the world, we 
have made a name for ourselves 
that even Jerry respects, 
from the opinion of some of the 
Germans we have captured, 


judging 


“We hope and pray there will be 


reinforcements sent soon.” 

In the letter accompanying the 
above excerpt the mother writes: 
“He served under Gen. McNaugh- 
ton for a long time and was always 
writing home his praises. Our son, 
as thousands of other boys, 
everything to want to liye for—a 
young wife and a 4-year-old son he 
has never seen. He was a radio 
technician, 
ahead. And belleve me, it's no won- 
der we here at home are desperate’ 
at the treatment our brave boys are 
receiving from our Government,” 


has 


with a bright future 


mein het ABS tice 


foundation for a recruiting drive in 
Quebec, 

He issued a statement at Mont- 
real that “in short order recruiting 
offices will be opened Jn Quebec 
Province, especially for the beneflt 
of volunteers willing to reinforce 
French-Canadian regiments over- 


One of the major developments of 
the day was the release by the 
Canadian Legion of a letter that is 
golng to all members and signed by 
Dominion President Alex Walker, 
urging Commoners to take a stand 
which, although it might affect 
thelr political standing, for conscrip- 
tlon for overseas service “as the 
only way In which we can adequate- 
ly fulfill our responsibility as 
nation to our fighting men and to 
our Allies,” 

One thing Is definite, Every 
member here Is concerned deeply— 
and that Includes the leaders In 
opposition—with the deep implica- 
tion of former Defense Minister 
Ralston'’s statement of Nov. 12 — 
when he said; s 


was not 
could I get any — 
surance that the Government as 
a whole considered that the Prime 
Spirit of |MuinIster’s epeeches committed the 
Story Js /Government to this course a 
Interviews with members suggest 
but one thing: There Is the ques 
tlon of reinforcement urgency, an 
‘how the reinforcements can be ol 
tained. But In addition there has 
on the been a question of principle ralsed 
d work by Col, ‘Ralston that demands the 
laying the fullest explanation to each mem- i 
ber of Parliament from the Prime 
Minister who Js Inferentlally ae — 
cused, with his Cabinet colleagues 
of plain, ordinary bad faith, 

The Progressive Conservatives 
and the other groups in spposition 
will caucus tomorrow, but there 
sAn not a iT 


Arm 
hton's Opinion Urgin 


| MeNaughton asked in 


turn to thelr station’, mak Ke No sof O 
e every aland In favor 0 lo hack Mr, Drelthaup, was replying oh 


endeavor to provide the nú 

mbers 
al required by voluntary peal 
pete the NRMA or by 
| nts, or by freein 
fome Dendin R men fr 
establishments 


rons s 
battlefror militon Women He aald he intended to gg to O 


r.the 
FORRA ' peling called by Local] mont fonsas s 
jandertaken the obligation be ning sual an e 
eral Service Overseas, ii, ‘ 
Bh a ht the very 
s which were Tran state: 

but having this a ot ful 
(support tn nother endoavor to 
problem, T express my ow 
[beliet that the problem win Ne 


Nov, solve the 


uao of commons WY \(CP), — Tho Shawinigan Fall 


“What T now ask is that 
method of voluntary Is 
Riven a falr trial.” da: Peles 


— 


primo Mintalar 


ence was the provision of 
) drafloow are mmec™| overseas. 


reinforcements, and 
f particularly 
the question of trained ralione 
ments for the infantry, and added 
Soe measures lọ bring the con- 
fusions reached into operation 
were decided.) 
“I refer also.” his statem 
7 Le s ent con- 
Unued, to a reply which 1 gave to 
‘A Question asked me by a newspaper 
the previous 
repeating a rum 
which had become current to the 
‘effect that I had altered my views 
‘as to the method which should be 
providing reinforce- 
ments for our forces ia ase he 
went on to ask if, in fact, this was 


Jo, sald j 
MlA aeai rnyor of your 
onors that thls force 
nt, once dosputched over” | iia service” felt it “our loyal and 


ky: 


AR o 


d without suc 
tbe necdlessly lost. 
f total conscr 


rscas 
oN peek] our fighting forces opening of the training centre 


ope 


BOO 


now, and un 


Ive 
esi 80, and approved bY|jearned today. First opened in 


ity of the people of Can-|when cempulsory training was 

ding their vote In the} stituted, the camp has been 

£ 1942.” since early in 1942. À 
Sei r E 


Leaves Sald Conditional |., a 


Belic! Confirmed 

“l replied that this was not the 
case, that I had set forth my views 
in recent public speeches in Arn 
and before 
Legion in Ottawa, and that informa-| 
me at the conference! 
just concluded hed ‘confirmed my) 
(belief more than ever that continu-|) 
ation of a voluntary policy wouid/) 
provide the reinforcements” 


wean. 


Muni 


‘Commons Preamble 


Predicted Premier King Will Argue That 
Col. Ralston Was Wrong 


By WILLIAM MARCHINGTON 
Nov. 20 (Staff),—When 


for discussion from the 


woman W 
ltaly said she heard from him re- asking that draftees be sent over 


quoted and requoted, sometimes’ in 
whole and sometimes in part, and 
interpretations 


service overseas, 
How well tralned these men are In 
the use of Bren guns, Piat guns 


they sign up for service ìn the to Kingston for the purpose of Ign 


Hamilton W. 
M.P. With Reti Hon 
g Conscription — 


A dos sons shall te supplied ; k 
vornens | necessary A ALA. ty the 


v, 20 (stat: 


immođlately \ 
hung on|Legion roquet that he nis 
fnis laken posltlon: Sato jù 


Munlel-|iawa on Wedhesdny, When Par! 


0DW 

ety nuxiiiarios of |thought uppermost in my mind,” i 

Ha ant added that the Legion's fepresent 
on takon by thojtiona “fall on very frimdiy ñ 


around 300, nympathette onra,” 


and presontation ca ; 
val M.P, for Kaal | votornus Would Enitat 
potlilon nddrestod| gpnwinigin Falls, og 


n amg of BI! 80 for ranch of tho Canadian Legion has 
' ' 5 t forwarded n resolution to Prime 
Panor referring to) Ministor Mackenzie King offering 
King's recent state- | iho total membership of the branch 
fully tralned Me"! ag reinforcements for active service 


“qt It, Lhere-|" Mho resolution said that the meme 
bership “consisting of war veterans 
past the crest of years sultable for 


ur men now 
ont; and It 
yer that, since 
be gained at the 
t Mie only by & sicady 
c flow bf relnforce- 
h relnforce- 
The|May Reopen Centre 
iption of man-| Ottawa, Nov. 20'(CP).—The 
service to en-|has “under consideration” the re- 


patriotic duty to offer ourmives as 
relnforcements for our . Canadian 
brothers now fighting Overseas,” 
and resolved that members of the 
branch “be accepted cn masse,” 


ul victory is won, b¢|Cornwall, Ont, for the Instructing 
forthwith as Pro-lof home defense troops, Ùt was 


pane <1 

r Mrs. C. L. Brown, | Plea To Navy Minister E 
ictpa! Chapter, 10. Kingston, Nov. 20 (Speclal)—A 
presided, opened the petition signed by 600 women | 
Kingston and district has been fo -| 

hose son Is in| Warded to Navy Minister Macdonald 
the Canadians there One woman left her be ti. 


s. 
leaves “on condition iam and came from Tichbo 


ing the petition, 


was a collective gasp at | 


This had resulted/jthe House of Commons mcels on 
in great confusion. I therefore take | Wednesday, the Prime Minister will 
this opportunity to clarify the’ ceek to convince his followers that 
‘Hon. J. L. Ralston was guilly of 
jan error of judgment when he sald 
ding| that the Canadian Army Overseas 
to report the situa- 
tion and to give ‘thelr considered 
views es to the steps which’ are 
open to be taken and the results 
which would follow.’ 


warious pepole. 
and other weapons is known only int from the audience, whieh Reasons Inadequate 


jncluded other relatives of men 
y Later the woman ` pro- Walkerton, Nov. 


the letter, and gave it to 
Mr, Ross for Investigation of the Sranch 102 of the Canadian Legit 


purpose of the Government is to 


the conference referred to, discredit Col, Ralston whose state 


the G.O.C. Pacific Command 
recrults has stirred the 


were invited whole country, 
Prime Minister 
and his Cabinet are exploring the 


bringing Gen, Mo 


poy are to be given an opportunity 
to revolunteer for service in the 
| Pacific, and those that do are to be 
| given leaves.” Mr, Ross promised 
to take this up with the proper 


strength by voluntary enlistment. 
Furthermore, Mr, King will en- 
to persuade 
! members that the new Minister of 
| Defense, Gen. McNaughton, is foru- 
opinions from district 
commanding 
reinforcements 
pool can be supplied with adequate- 
\y trained men in sufficlent numbers 
without resorting to compulsion. 


possibility of 


order that members of the House 
may hear at first hand about his 
plan to secure voluntary reinforce- 
It is argued that, while the 
Minister is not a member of the 
House, there may be some way of 
having him appear elther before 
the committee of the whole or at a 
public meeting of a select commit- 
tee, In which he could explain his 
policy and’ be questloned by 


statement, given from their intim- 
ate contact with the problem, I was 
able to confirm the existence of a 
number of factors which had operat- 
ed 1o deter or prevent men in the 
NRMA from coming forward 
Volunteer for overseas service. I 
informed the officers gathered at| 
the conference of the action al- 
initlated to correct these 
adverse factors. 
Assured of Endeavor 

“| was given assurance that the 
officers concerned would, on re- 


Several Speakers 

Strong speeches urging concert- 
vd action on the overseas conscrip- 
lssue were made by Mrs. 
3rown, Who stressed the fact that 
he 1,0.D.E, was neutral on political 
matters, ‘and this question was 
\bove political considerations; Mrs. 
Tames Roberts, president of the 
Local Council of Women; Mrs, E, 
Vaughan Wright, president, Ladies’ 
Auxillary, R.H.L.I.; 
president, United Council of Vet- 
srans, and. Mr. Ross, member for 
Hamilton East, 
The latter reiterated his pledge 
Voiced in a speech Saturday that he 


Parliament the Prime Minister will 
have assurance from Gen. 
ton that the results already 


obtained from 


Among private members and Sen- 
ators and even Ministers the notion 
prevails that a secret sitting would 
not be approved by the public. 
is pointed out that no question of 
national security is Involved In any 
statements that 
about the need for reinforcements; 
contemplated for 
Two front bench 
Progressive Conservative members, 
Hon. George Black of the Yukon 
and T, L, Church of Toronto, al- 
be solved without] ready have stated that they will re- 
extreme measures. It is hoped v fuse to attend any sitting that fs 
not open to the public, 
‘Tho resignation of -Col... 
and the reasons he gave f 
actlon haye caused a serious fis- 


the hope that 
unnecessary for the 
invoke conscription of manpower 
for service overscas. 

The military distr 
already are being combed for men 
who are now dolng clerical work 
g other dutles on the 


Government to 


ricts of Canada 


facies ond 
when I vote Tt will be in the in- 


securing them, 
į flerests of the men overseas and of 


and performIn, 
press Parliamen 
Naughton idea t 
ment crisis can 


not know all the facts, which no 
doubt will be placed before the 
special session of the House Wednes- 


hat the reinforce- 


d 


stantial Increase Jn the number 
\Conodiais going acliven "ts compared 
with the enrglments during recent 
months of the Ralston regime, 

order that Liberal me 
are inclined to be restless 
willing to give McNaughton 
Ito show what he can do. 

nister of Defense issued a 
in which he sald 


prominent Ontarlo Liberal 
asked: “What Is the purpose of the 
big financial program of the Gov- 
ernment Jf it Js not to majntaln our 
overseas forces al full strength and 
equip them adequately with mod- 
ern weapons?” 


Á 


statement today 
he had been given assurance 
officers commanding 
make every 
to provide the number 
quired by voluntary conv 
the Natlonal 
tjon Act or by enlis 


timents, or by 
home defense | 
local establishments who | 
had already undertaken the obliga- 


Te mall 


| 
20 (Special) 
full conscriptlo a) 


of 
Introduction seolutton passe 


called for in a T 


Ottawa, He read the by the Rt 


passage: “It seems the, “The reasons advanced 


Hon. W. L. Mackenzie 

enforcing. Im nsuttielent” 
See aeration carried og | 
une attitude of Hon. e 
Naughton in deserting n | 


Kitchener, 
Breithaupt, 
Parliamen 


A. F. Smees, 


alle 


Ho sald frankly he did 


SAIL EA 


—— 
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Fie 
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‘This Job Must Be Done First’ 


_ As one who has served for over|draftees in Canada unless these 
four years as a senior officer in the}draftees volunteer to fight. 
reserve battalion of his regiment, I Is the pledge to support our 

‘ aaa m fighting men to be redeemed? 
fee] it my duty at this critical time| The answer rests with the Parlia- 
to express what is in my own mind,|ment of Canada at its forthcoming 
and what, I think, must be in the 


session. There comes a time in the 
| minds of many others across Canada life of every free nation when some 
| i 

{who are in tne, same position as 


great occasion arises which chal- 
lenges the very basis of its demo- 


3 myself. cratic way of life. Such an occasion 

The urgent question of adequate is, spon Canaan now, oat 
: k E e present Issue transcends al 
AA reinforcements for oup army over-| party ties. If each member of Par- 


seas is not a political question. It 
is, above all else, a moral question, 
zi \striking at the very root of our 
Š national life and our national honor. 
It is likewise a challenge to the 
individual honor and honesty of 
every Canadian. No question which 
EES involves the life or- death of one 
stpgie Canadian soldier —can— be. 
a pegarded ‘as a political question. 
Sufficient information has now 
been made public to show that the 
need for reinforcements is imme- 
diate and vital, and that trained 
í soldiers in substantial numbers are 
available in Canada for this purpose. 
Those who have served a me 
talions fee] a partculer 
reee responstblly? at the pres- 
ent time. That responsibility is to 
do everything within our power to 


the officers and men who 
na went overseas 


t to suffer 
rough our units are no 
pac lack of reinforcements. 


Pledge Still Stands 
Most of the reserve units have 
first battalions of thelr regiments 
. Hundreds of the pres- 
of those first battal- 
forward from re- 
We know these 
men, They began thelr military 
careers With us. 4 
got them in the army, trained them, 
sent them 
assurance that we 
m to the limit 
That 


liament faces the facts and Is guid- 
ed by his conscience, there will be 
no doubt as to the result. The will 
of the people can assert Itself 
through thejr Parlamentary repre- 
sentatives. 
But if hypocrisy is to supplant 
honesty; if “party” is lo supersede 
“country,” and if political fortune 
is to outweigh all else—then. the 
will of the people counts for naught, 

Upon each member of Parliament 
rests the solemn responsibility of 
choosing between what Is right and 
what is expedient. Honor, courage, 
truth and right—all these are at 
stake! 
A Poignant Incident 

Last month one of the officers 
who served with me in the reserve 
and then went overseas wrote home 
to his wife in these words: 

“T cannot tell you how much I 
long to, be home. Last night and 
this morning have been very long. 
We are In a little cellar, and the 
nolse above is pretty bad and 
things are hot. It is dark and wet, 
and I am writing by the light of 
a candle and can hardly see. But 
I am very happy—for I realize 
now that the job over here must 
be done first.” 

The next day he was killed in 
action and Is buried at Antwerp, 
That poignant incident Is but one 
of many. It brings home to us all 
the sacrifices which are being made 
for us dally by the gallant men in 
the fighting line, It Is couroge like 
that which ts winning the fight for 
freedom. 


never d 
pledge was made, 
any more 
strong for the men who joined the 
st die | 
our pledge.’ 
Canada 


Conscription Favored 
In Peace as Well as War 


It is unfortunate that the Hon. 
Co), Ralston, former Minister of 
National Defense, did not take 
his stand oh the question of con- 
scription three or four years earlier. 
IL may take a year or a year and 
a half to introduce and put into 
operation conscription, organize and 
equip the forces for battle, train 
them, dispose of applications for ex- 
emption and- transport the force. 


By that time Germany may be 
beaten or reduced to such impo- 
tency as to be no longer a danger. 

Canada should have conscription 
in time of peace as well as in time 
of war, and every man should be 
required to. serve at least a year 
continuously for the protection of 
Canada, 

As a-young man I served in the 
militia as a private, second lieu- 
tenant, lieutenant and captain, with 
periodical training. This was use- 
ful, but It would have been much 
more useful if the service had been 
865 continuous days, 

If the men in the forces who are 
risking their physical safety and 
their lives were paid $6 a day, and 
the men at home in safely enjoying 
the comforts of their families were 
paid $1.30 a day during the war, to- 
gether with clothing and rations, 
also including Government officials, 
members of Legislatures and Parlia- 
ment, there would be little need of 
conscription, In fact, the difficulty 
would be to keep men out of the 
forces. 

An election would absorb time 
from the war, cost millions and re- 
sult in a stalemate or men brought 
Into Government to carry on the 
war with little departmental or war 
experience, W. C. Mikel. 

Belleville. 


| those years 


sp AS ent u 
je not to be found by 
horses In mJd-stream. Our 

today consists of not one 
three tmles—an active 
eas, ^ tane eet 

s -time .duty In Canada 
Arny of ing establishments across 
Cannda, and ^ Reserve Army ôn a 


pnttetime ‘basis. 


changing 
army setup 
army, bul 
army ove 


s costly ¢ffort should 
ne focal point—one ob- 


Aive: maintain the actiye 
A to full-time strength, The 
present Government and Gen. 

refuse to send the 


c non 
MoN Ahaa Army overseas, Not 


bul the trolning potential 
only thersct ve Army 18 eile 
Consequently, as we have nade enaa 
problem here at home, i wo 
outlets’ for army relnforcementt can 
be classified as 100 por eent 4 E 
Jtles, offering no roturn for the 
eep, 
elis ra Defense Army can be 
the Governments door- 
thelr founding. 


The Roservo 

h treatment. 
volunturliy saeritelng much valu- 

» (Ime from 
AE lolo the Reserve Army has 
curried on through 

training, It is preserving 
thankless it 
the time-honored militia units 
which have been tho backbone aud 
sinew of Canada's military glory. 
These units offered a ready solu- 
tion to much of the present army- 
recrulling muddle. With a va 
slight revision to the presen 
N.R.M. Act, every man of military 
age in Canada could have received 
his basic training on a parttime 
basis in a Reserve Army unit with- 
out interrupting his school, indus- 
trial or home life. If, as advocated 
many times in this correspondence 
space, this plan had been adopted, 
we would have today a basic train- 
ed reserve far exceeding that now 
available and at a training cost far 
below the present financial bur- 
den. 

Contrary to statements made by 
political leaders, this is not a mat- 
ter to be left in the hands of the 
military staffs. It is of fundamental 
importance to every Canadian. It 
is the keystone around which our 
present. war effort and our future 
security are built, 

Recrulting System a Failure 

If the present recruiting system 
has failed to supply a fully trained 
reinforcement pool for our army in 
time of war, how much greater will 
be its failure in time of peace! If 
we are to contribute our share to 
an international force to maintain 
the peace, we should adopt a plan 
now whereby the men for that force 
are to be raised and trained. 

The reported resignation of high- 
ly trained officers in the Reserve 
Army, although offered as a pro- 
test to the inactivity of the Home 
Defense Army, ls much more than 
that. It is primarily an outward ex- 
pression of the dissatisfaction ofall 
ranks with the lack of objective and 
purpose in the reserve. The dis- 
integration of this 
Would be a much greater calamity 
to the future of Canada than any- 
thing which can happen to the 
Home Defense Army, 

Se before internal rot has a chance 
to take hold within the structure 
of the Reserve Army through lack 
of purpose and public indifference, 
let pressure be brought to bear to 
build it up to its rightful place as 
Canada's own unique training sys- 
tem. 

Program Outlined 

Military training with its mental 
and physical discipline is now con- 
ceded to be beneficial to the de- 
velopment of youth. To be drafted 
into the Reserve Army for three 
years for a course of basic training 
would entail no hardships for every 
physically fit youth in Canada. Alr 
cadets, navy cadets and army 
cadets as well as thousands now un- 
attached could be mustered into the 
Reserve Army in a revamped pro- 
gram covering the requirements of 
all three services. This war has 
proved the Joint dependence of each 
service to the other two, 

By thls plan we would be assured 
of an adequate military potential to 
meet future requirements without 
disrupting our social, economic or 
industrial life either as individuals 
or as a nation. And in the process 
Mie would develop a standard of 
Physical fitness sadly lacking in 
prior to this war. 

Give the Reserve Army a job to 


doma Job it can do efficientiy and 
j : on a 


organization | 


om 


Canadian Soldier Rushed to Front. _ 


It is apparent that he was trans- 
ferred immediately to active Service 
gin France some time between July|sent 


training to supplement the men at 


- 


Left Canada 


in June: Kj 
Having read in the press the ra noe Killed Aug, 8 
Ports of statements 


quate milita 
made by Pre-fat the wo i 


The ex 


the front? 


boys are not 
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ees EET neither advise nor sul to 


The Blacking Brush 


H still is not clear whether the Prime Min- 
has abandoned his plan to dispose of the 
cee crisis at a secret session. yo 
has emerged in solid outline is the a £ 
Government will follow in ago e aie 
erence to the voluntary system. DERAT 
jster McNaughton added to the ev. e 7 pee 
day when appealing jor a “fair trial” for 
o 
piine Aran E paded his appeal on his 
pe mit Jast week with the officers com- 


districts, Gen. McNaugh- 
nanding the sg ad A conference does not 


with the advice which he re- 


training for service 


Ra ian! ice) Shee TRA ae Was asked to name the capitals of 
proper military training before b 
ing sent to the fron 
have lost his life, and I wish 
Ho te ue Praeger but when asked the capital of Que- 

I trust that you will Publish this 


t, he would no 


7 receiving adequate 
training to enable them to take 
their Places in the front lines, 


Mrs. Alma Beatty. 


ved. He is in the difficult posi- 


ent on policy — 
advised the gepa is, there- 


e becoming Ahe task of propping up Gov- 


-e 
st Volunteers 
did, 
are some aspects of tho 
Nthoversy which, IL seems 
tome, have hot recelved the Atten- 
Uon they merit. Probably, If we 
dug deep enough, wo could discover 
some sort Of Justification for thelr 
[objection to Kerving. aversens; but 
jthe réinfoveement -wituation will 
Soon be 80 critical that they must 
be compelled tô back up our volun- 
teors In Italy ana purope. 
Opposition Known) 


We know where the moat) stubs 
horn opposition to sending draftees 
is enter Leaving rell- 
sion out of Lhe pleture, and koeping 
the question of a paòlàl basis, la It 
not appMent tat the present unfalr 
arrangement fs rapidly upsetting 
the balance of natfonalitios In Can- 
ada? While our best men are over 
Seas being slaughtered, our Zone 
bles are encouraged to stay home 
In safety and idleness, iying on 
the fat of the tand. 

Further encouraged by the “buby 
bonus,” thoy are breeding another 
crop of little Zombles who, In the 
event of another world wat 20 
years from how, wilt bo full-grown 
Zonvbles. 


T. E, Davies. 


‘Unconscious Irony’ 


When forced to lie in bed jll for 
weeks, the radio certainly affords 
some interesting reactions ranging 
from delight to cold fury. 

The other evening on a popular 
money quiz, where the accumulated 
“Oscar” had piled up to $700 to 
$1,000 odd, a Canadian-grown man 


Canadian Provinces correctly 
n this “Pot of Gold” for him 
t/and his air partner, With consider- 
to bear) able floundering he got two right, 


nine 
Elto wi 


bec Province the right answer being 
vital to score he first muttered 
“Montreal!” then, sensing an error, 
and with a flash of pure genius, 
said, “Ottawa!” He lost the works! 
Why? What his “air partner” said 
has not been printed to date, 


¿ (Capt.) John Ekinner (ret.); 
Ottawa. 


tement reveals nuw uus w .- 
-be S Sal a new. device, but the thread- ! 
“bare one of blackening the reputation of the | 
other fellow. Referring to the conference with | 
the District Officers Commanding, the Minis- 
“ter’s statement said: “I was able to confirm the 
existence of a number of factors which had 
operated to deter or prevent men in the N.R.M.A. 
from coming forward to voluntéer for overseas 
ice.” 
a requires no search to, find the meaning 
ef that sentence. Col. Ralston’s administration 
of the draftee army will be represented as faulty 
to show that all was not done which should have 
been done to get volunteers. Embittered as he 
is toward his predecessor, it is not surprising~ 
that Gen. McNaughton could be induced to fol- 
Jow this formula. His entry into politics has 
been a boomerang to the Government as to 
himself. Quickly he found how perishable is 
“popularity when personal actions run counter to 
blic conscience. 
eat the weakness is as apparent as the plan 
jtself. The Minister is asking the House of 
Commons and the people to believe that the,re- 
sponsible officers in the military districts gave 
Col. Ralston one story of conditions and gave 
him a different one, ‘This we do not believe. 
Nor will the Canadian people who for four years 
have watched the Government apply every con. 
ceivable scheme to compel the conscript troops 
for overseas, 
8 oie general will make a great effort to 
prove his point There has been an intense 
drive on to haye the draftees volunteer, Un. 
doubtedly some have done so, jf only on the 


ets ort Go quieuy, or be-pushed,” Accord- 
gl 


y there will be a great mobilization of fig- 
ures to impress the House of Commons that in 
three weeks Col, Ralston has been proved wrong 
and his successor right; that the draftees have 
rallied to the “new treatment. 

We have had a lot of figures during the 
Statistically the 


‘elnforcement problem. sut ng- 
ees Ment tine The public has learned this in i, 
hundreds of letters arom CT z: pe Tepis: E d 

learned it by . 

Si not relnforce the men at pae a 
certainly they will not provide me , need 
now, and we doubt if they can alee ay 
or confuse the factual case whi 
can present to the Commons. 


Mr. Bertrand Calls It a ‘Pretext 


the crisis or how 

Noe ven a athe Dominion Cabinet 
many lives are in ; S danget 
politicians insist on playing, the same dan E 
game that has caused so much division 
ane the Great War Quebec Cabinet Minis- 
ters have done their worst in tnnactrina ae SS 
their people to keep them apart from the e oF 
of Canada. In their political manoeuvre to ho! 

Quebec as a solid block they have continued to j 

cry out against the draft for service overseas, : 
var. 

ae attempt at the old divisive game _ 

4s the speech made at Valleyfield, Que., byg 

Fisheries Minister Bertrand. It was before a 

Liberal Party nominating convention. Mr. 

Bertrand, who sat in the Cabinet during the en- s 

tire crisis which saw the resignation of Col. 7 

Ralston over lack of trained reinforcements, is è 

reported as having referred to the public’s con; 

cern over sending the draftees overseas as “a i 

fanatical explosion.” He also said that “the 

group opposing Mr. King was using- conscrip- 3 

tion as a pretext.” 

Beyond the fact that Mr. Bertrand is refusing 
to give the facts to his Province, he is one more £ 
of Mr. King’s Ministers who are causing racial Š 
division, He is following the line taken by Jus- A 
tice Minister St. Laurent. ` It is all of a pattern, 
and completely ignores the truth that is agitat- 
ing Canada: the. lack of trained reinforcements 


tor the men doing the fighting. È 

Even Mr. King and Gen. McNaughton admit 5; 
the lack of trained infantrymen overseas. But É 
“Mr. Bertrand, for no - other apparent reason a 
than to play to the voter's of his Province, whom 4 


he has helped mislead, calls the crisis a “pretext” 
and a “fanatical explosion.” 

Is it a “pretext” that Col. Ralston resigned? 
Is it a “fanatical explosion” that Gen. Mc- 
Naughton has admitted the seriousness of lack 
of trained reinforcements? Is it nothing but 
“fanatical” to refuge to let the men down over- 
Seas? Are the women’s organizations across the 
country | fanatical in asking, pleading and 
demanding that the draftees be sent overseas 


as aid to those Canadians who are fighting for 
our safety? / 


Are the lads overseas writing to their parents 


about the lack of trained reinforcements “fanati- 
cal’? they just doing so as a “pretext”? 
Or do they want help so that they can have a 
better chance to defeat the enemy and get ; 
through with {ewer casualties? 3 
Premier George Drew has been accused of 
stirring racial discord because he pointed out a 
Jew facts about the lack of unity in Canada y 


What can Mr, Bertrand's action be called at this 
time? What adjectives can be applied to a man 
who, for votes, will i 
‘men in the line for 


sions between 


Sola 


i war when 


a s in any ni 
5 filed or enemy, in France. Soldiers 
i d their Las 


“By MAJOR H. 


a 
In the last 
opporłunity yo the author had 


the battle hai ©. observo closely 


a man’s noryès 
Y, or he might rise 
Perhuman heights of 
this apparently had 
o the circumstances 
ming a soldier, 


THE Question of reinforcements to 
ca aliha dan Army Overseas, as 
the = 2 agitating the minds of 
of all @f uc la our Government and 
compie t appears to be a highly 
things ed matter involving such 
ing sai ah Politics, unity and the train. 
opinion X men. Great differences of 
hese ave been expressed about 
is R Te of the question. There 
oan oe) er point, however, that is 
I an a had upon which I believe 
row some evidence; it con- 
mares pinion expressed by some 
TEE we should be reluctant to send 
tees overseas to reinforce our 
army for the reason that drafted 
men Would not, it is alleged, make as 
good fighting men as those who have 
volunteered} and that dissatisfaction 
might be created in our army, now 
composed of volunteers, if drafted 
lee sent reinforce them. 
ave myself had fighting experi- 
ence in the Boer War wna sn the last 
- Then ‘because of the special 
nature of the work in which I was 
engaged, ie the discharge of gas and 
flame, I had the opportunity of work- 
ing with, ‘and of observing rather 
closely, the different national armies 
in France—the Belgians, the British, 
the Canadians, the Australians, the 
New _Zealanders, the French, the 
Americans and the Portuguese. 


Boers All Drattees ———__ —_-— 


In the South African War the 
Boers were all drafted men. Men 
between the ages of 16 and 60 were 
commandeered by law to serve with 
the fighting Commandos. The British 
on the other hand were all volun- 
teers. When we landed in South 

we were iold that one volun- 
t worth three conscripted or 
ed men. We believed this, but 
er our first action against the 
Boers “We were soon cured of all 
that damned nonsense”, as one sol- 
dier put it in those days. The drafted 
Boers and the volunteer British were 
equally brave and equally coura- 
geous, but the Boers knew the coun- 
try better, so they were better fight- 
ers in that area. After awhile we 
caught up with them in experience, 
and towards the end of the war there 
was no difference between our re- 
spective abilities as fighters. 

In the last Great War the French 
were all drafted men. The American 
Army was composed mainly of 
drafted men, but included a fair per- 
centage of volunteers. The British 
Army were al] volunteers up to a cer- 
tain date, and then were reinforced 
by conscripted or drafted men. The 
Australians were all volunteers, The 
New Zealanders like the British con- 
sisted of volunteers uP to a certain 
date, and after that were reinforced 
by drafted men. The Canadians, too, 
consisted mainly of volunteers but 
towards the end of the war, as with 
the British, the New Zealanders and 
the Americans were reinforced by 
drafted men. Our enemy, the Ger- 
mans, were all drafted men. In the 
last war, therefore, We had every 

ossible combination of volunteers 
and drafted men fighting in the dif- 
ferent armies on the Allied side. 

My own definite conclusion which 

expressed immediately after the 
jt was quite fresh in my 
memory was that there was no differ- 
ence whatever in the gallantry, cour- 
age and devotion to duty of the sol- 

ational] army, whether 


G. L. STRANGE 


man, Tt was generally thought ton 
that one might make an exceptton of 
the Portuguese, for thelr Infantty ng 
a group dofinitely was Poors but" tho 
Portuguese artiilery, NnIso drafted 
men, was Considered to be. Among 
the best artillery in any iyi Ahy 
infantry unit was content If It wero 
supported by Portuguese artillery, 
but even among the {wo divisions of 
Portuguese infantry, and whieh in 
general made a poor record, there 
Was one battalion at least that stood 
out and was considered to be the 
equal of any battalion In any army, 

This refers to the fighting ability 
of men in groups, There Were natty 
ally Individual Instances that differed 
greatly, Under the extreme stress of 
battle occasionally a man’s Nerves 
Rave way, and occasionally a man 
rose to almost superhuman helghts 
of heroism and unselfish devotion to 
duty. These instances, however, ot- 
curred equally with drafted men and 
volunteers, They were caused by the 
makeup of the Individual man and 
had nothing whatever to do with 
whether he was a volunteer or a 
drafted man. 


Courage Common Attribute 


This experience then would seem 
to deny the statement we hear now 
that volunteers are better fighters 
than drafted men, Apparently they 
are not, for almost all soldiers, I 
have found, behave well in battle. 
Courage, I conclude, not only from 
my own experiencé in two wars, but 
also from my reading of military 
history, is a most ordinary human 
attribute. Soldiers in battle seem to 
be readily influenced by the example 
of those around them, A soldier soon 
realizes that his own life-to a great 
extent depends upon the support his 
comrades give him, and, of course, 
it soon dawns on him that the lives 
of his comrades, too, depend on his 


__own_actions, and so-soldiers=rise—to-}: 


the occasion, and usually do their 
duty in battle faithfully, courageous- 
ly and well. 

In my own unit I had both volun- 
teers and drafted men. There was 
nothing whatever in thelr respective 
conduct or behavior to indicate who 
was drafted or who was a volunteer, 
Their records showing whether they 
were volunteers or drafted men ap- 
peared only on their individual files 
in the Orderly Room, These records 
were seldom if ever known outside 
the Orderly Room, and a fellow- 
soldier’s status was never discussed 
or even thought of by either officer, 
N.C.O. or private. A soldier is much 
more concerned about whether his 
comrades do their share of the neces- 
sary work to be done than he is 
about inquiring into the pre-war his- 
tory of his mates, or of how they 
became a part of the Army. 


Resentment Doesn't Figure 


Whatever, therefore, may be the 
reasons which will decide whether 
our Canadian draftees should be sent 
overseas or not, one thing is certain: 
the argument used by some that 
draftees would not make good fight- 
ing men, or that our volunteers al- 
ready over there would resent draft- 
ees appearing on the battle front, 
can be written off as being of no 
consequence. That opinion at least, 
I believe, can be deleted from the 
discussion, 

One other point may be of jnter- 
est. Most people who have not had 
experience in war and battle con- 
clude that soldiers are forever fight- 
ing, forever going into action, and 
that their feelings are wrought up at 
all times to a high pitch of fighting 
excitement. This most definitely is 
not true, The bulk of the soldier's 
time is taken up in preparing for 
battle and this preparation period 
occupies by far the greater part of 
his time, The soldier is actually but a 
short time in battle itself. To obtain 
sufficient good food, and to get suffi- 
cient sleep, under conditions. that: 
least supply him w., minimum of 
~ comfort, 1 of great concern 
to fighting men. Then the soldier looks _ 


forward to the Opportunity of going | 


SE, Le 
yay {rom uah by k 


‘for b : 
rious source of discontent — 
umbling with soldiers Is al. 
hen they have to spend what 
hey consider too long 4 period In 
the battle Ines under disagreeable 
and most uncomfortable conditions 
because of a lack of yelnforcements. 
This question of rest, 1 suggest, Is one 
other Important point to be remem- 
bered, Soldiers, too, would much 5 
rather be reinforced by men from 
thelr own country than by men from 
the armies of other nations. I am gs 
gure that our Canadian Army would 
much rather be composed of all 
Canadians thah be composed, as It Is 
today, of Canadians, Poles, British 
and Americans} which brings Up one 
other point;- 

Can five Divisions, which consti- 
tute the total Canadian Army Over- 
sens, even though they were all gath- 
ered together (that Is three Divisions 
in ranco and the two In Italy) real. 
ly and truly be termed an Army? 
This then brings to mind a matter 
not often discussed these days, and 
whieh goes further than the need for 
relnforcements to our present-size 
army. Is the present Canadian army 
large enough to enable Canada to do 
her full part In this war? Should 
our army not consist of more divi- 
stons than the fve which are now 
there? The very minimum which 
I have ever heard a fully-equipped 
army to consist of Is three Army 
Corps, with three Divisions to each. 

O a a u E 


Tired of Dilly-Dallying 
With War’s Demands 


The R.C. clique at Ottawa, hold- 
ing many of the important posts in 
the Government, would now, by ad- 
vancing their man, Gen. McNaugh- 
ton, shut off help to Britain. 

Is it not time for the Canadian 


people to act, to give Mr, King) an ry 
ultimatum? ‘There follows a sug- a t 
gestion of what I believe our Cana- A 
dian people wish: 4 

' 


The time has gone by for any 
further dilly-dallying, The people of 
Canada must do their duty. In this 
terrible war, and now at the very 
crisis when our allies are in direst 
need of reinforcements, we, the 
people of Canada, demand: 

1. The immediate removal of Gen, 
McNaughton from the Department 
of Defense. 

2. The restoration of Messrs Rals- 
ton and Stuart, together with send- 
ing at once to. the front the 80,000 
soldiers held back by pro-Hitler in- 
fluences. . 

3. The relirement of Mr, King un- 
less these requirements are put into 
execution forthwith. 

Mrs. R, S. Jenkins. 

Cannington, 


A Soldier Writes Home 


Sent Two as Reinforcements 
After 31 Casualties Listed 


Below is an excerpt from a lett “ 

r er Our platoons were reduced to 13, _ 
baie ha Canadian Army officer |13 and 16 men during the last battle.! 
AA lan » dt was sent to his |When you understand that each! 
be eri an is a cesident of Toronto, |platoon should have 36 men, you — 

: ie ather's request and for the |can realize what that means to th 
protection of both, neither name is fighting efficiency of a unit. 
being published, The letter is dated “We had 31 casualties and they 

ov. 4, as senf us two reinforcements. 
r efore we started the platoons 

"Whoever says that the reinforce-|Qnly about 26 men hapten of 
ment situation is good doesn't know| There just are not enough men 1o 
what it Js like up here In the line|®%,2tound: I guess. If this ton ta. 
where the fighting | €lserlous I do not know what King — 

£ ls going on, land his gang think Js serious.” 


By ERIC KOCH 


What are the motives pro: i 

"Zombies" to refuse itive eA 
ice in the face of a generally dis- 
approving public opinion}? They 
are not less intelligent, less 
courageous physically, nor less 
amenable to discipline than the 
soldiers who have gone active, 


Why then do they stay in the 
Home Detence Army? 


The writer outlines some of the 
reasons. 


JHO are the “Zombies”? Why 
won't they go active? 
While our newspapers arc full of 
arguments for and against conscrip- 
tion, there is very little discussion of 
these questions. If the public were 
| better informed about the background 
| and attitudes of “Zombies”, they 
| would not assume, as they largely 
have done, that they are all French- 
Canadian. It is therefore time to con- 
Sider these questions dispassionately. 

Unfortunately, no Gallup Poll has 
been conducted in our Home Defence 
| Army. The only official figures avail- 
| able are those given out by Mr. King 
| and Gen. McNaughton. According to 
| these, 25,000 out of 60,000 draftees 
are French-speaking, a figure only 
little larger than the proportion of 
French-Canadians to the total popu- 
lation. 

Who then are the remaining two- 
thirds? Do they come from the poor- 
er or less educated sections of the 
Canadian public? Are they less in- 
telligent, or is there anything wrong 
with them mentally? Are any racial 
groups particularly widely represent- 
=- ed among them? 

As for their intelligence and edu- 
cational level, Army examiners are 
not prepared to say that there is any 
difference between them and active 
men: their ayerage LQ. is exactly 
the same. Nor do Army psychiatrists 
attribute their attitude to a lack of 
mental balance, although some have 
found more neurotics among draft- 
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i 
a 


Reports Battalions 
At Half-Strength 


Ottawa, Nov. 24 (Staff)—The 
shortage of Canadian infantry- 
men in Italy was so serlous that 
artillery, ordnance, and ‘anti- 
aircraft gunners arriving from 
Britain were transferred to the 
Infantry the minute they de- 
barked from the transports at 
Naples, a senior officer just 
back from that front reported 
tonight. He claimed that some 
$ battalions were at half thelr 
* norma] strength and that some 
companies were reduced to the 
size of platoons. 

The officer's name is wlth- 
held for his own protection as 
he Is still in the service. 


[R227 0R0% 


A hat Keeps 
From Going Active? 


“Zombies” 


ces than among active mon, 

As far as the yacial composition 
of the N.R.M.A. personnel is con- 
cerned, many people Who realize that 
they are not all French-Canadian be- 
lieve that those who do not come from 
Quebee are invariably “New Cana- 
dians”, Le. immigrants, or sons of 
immigrants, from Central and East- 
ern Europe. Opinions differ as to 
the predominance of this element. 
Tf it is true that there are too many 
unassimilated Europeans among the 
“Zombies,” it is not diMeult to ex- 
plain. 

In the countries they come from 
there is a totally different attitude 
towards the Army from that pre- 
vailing in this country, It is consid- 
ered a kind of purgatory: undesir 
able but inevitable. There is little 
glory attached to the military life, 
These men have great respect for 
authority and discipline, as is shown 
by those who have gone active: of- 
ficers agree that they are particularly 
good soldiers. On the other hand, 
they are not used to being asked 
whether they want to fight or not: 
they are accustomed to conscription. 

In some cases even members of 
the second generation do not speak 
proper English, and they have no 
consciousness of Canada as a nation. 
If the authorities had brought to their 
notice their rights and duties as Can- 
adians at the time of their immigra- 
tion, they would be much keener now 
to go active. But no attempts were 
made to assist their assimilation. This 
is a strong argument for decent cit- 
izenship training for immigrants. The 
Americans are very good at that. 


A Fair Cross-Section 


It is claimed that since the entry 
of Russia into the war the “right 
wing” of the Ukrainian, Hungarian, 


Polish, and-Yugoslav-press-is*not ar- 


dently pressing its readers to go ac 
tive, while the left wing is urging 
full support of the war effort. There 
are no Central and Eastern Euro- 
peans who are in sympathy with the 
Soviet Union among the draftees. 
A consensus of opinion among of- 
ficers indicates that the attitude of 
“Zombies” can definitely not be 
attributed to their racial background. 
Far the most interesting thing about 
the “Zombies” is that they represent 
a fair cross-section of the whole Can- 
adian public. They are, on the whole, 
neither less intelligent, nor less edu- 
cated, nor less “Canadian”. z 
Nor are they lacking in physical 
courage. Their training officers do 
not think so. They are just as good 
soldiers as anybody else. Their rec- 
ord in tough assault courses, which 
really test a man’s “guts”, has been 
unimpeachable. Moreover, their con- 
duct in the Niagara district, where 
they have been assigned the job of 
guarding canals, has been particu- 
larly good. This js a very monoton- 
ous job, and the men are a 7 
ey get leave once every te ks. 
Ze there are less A.W.O.L.'s 


Even sọ, V 
than in many an active unit. "This 
may be, of course, because any 


breach of discipline is more severely 
dealt with in the Home Defence 


Army than elsewhere. But this is only 


a partial 


record, k 
me the Kiska campalgn the large 


majority of “Zombies” taking por 
made absolutely no attempt to sh a 
thelr duties, On the contrary, mo 
of them asked for more Eng at 

On the whole, “Zombles' ane, aA 
as courageous ns other Canad 7 
Why then won't they BO netii 
What are thelr arguments for BA an 
ing a.status of whieh the pub c n 
large disapproves? The anewer, 5 
that they have n different conceptio 
of thelr soclal duties. 


No Sense of Duty 


Perhaps the most typleal case Is the 
“Zombie” who denies the existence 
of any kind of social duly altogether. 
“Whatever I am I owe to myself", 
he sunys, “and nol to the government. 
This case Js very common, and ls | 
usually caused by memories of the 
depression, "rhoy certainly didn't | 
vare ton years Ugo whether I had any- 
thing to eat or nol, or whether I slept 
on newspapers in the cellars of police- 
stations, I needed help then and no- 
body cared. Now the. government 


needs help and I don't care.” 


Depression memories are often ex- 
tremely strong, and the bitterness 
stored up during those years linge's 
on. This is particularly the case 
where a man got the first job of his 
life in 1938 or '39, married and set- 
2 a 


tled down at the outbreak of war. To 
many men ideas such as “duty to 
one’s country” have absolutely no 
meaning. “What’s the difference?” 
they ask. “We'll be bossed around by 
somebody else if the Germans win, 
that’s all.” 
This attitude is often found among 
| farmers, especially in the West. It 


is understandable that a man who has 
1 contacts has 


never had strong social h 
| no conception of political realities. 
But fortunately there are not many 
! as cynical about the war as, that. A 
more frequent case is the “Zombie 
who objects to going active on moral 
grounds. f i 
“Why should one group !n the cour- 


nr 


try have a perfectly legitimate right 
to stay at home, while the others go 
out to fight?” they ask. “If anybody 
is going to reap the advantages of 
this policy, it might just as well be 
me.” They may even be aware of the 
moral shortcomings of this attitude; 
however, they feel that the govern- 
ment’s policy is so unfair that their 


own stand is justified. There is no 
doubt that such men would not have 
the slightest objection to going active 
if compelled to do so. 


“Pays to Be Zombie” 


Then there are the men who do 
not take a moral stand at all. They 
just believe that “it pays to be a Zom- 
bie”. Their reasoning is as follows: 
“For one thing, it's a safe way to stay 
alive. For another thing, you stay 
near your family. Furthermore, you 
have nothing to worry about. What 
do you get for going active, anyway? 


Plenty of men have come back from | 


overseas and they now sit around 
in camps washing dishes.” In some 
cases there is a distinct advantage 
in not going active, e.g., some courses 
(especially in Radar, i.e. the radio 
location of planes) are only open to 
“Zombies”, and not to active men. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that 
many men, especially married men, 
prefer not to go active. It is partic- 
ularly interesting to note that many 
“Zombies” do not go active because 
they have given solemn promises to 
thelr wives and mothers not to do so. 
“There are plenty of single men 
around,” they say; “let them do the 
fighting.” 


The following case is particularly 
revealing. A young accountant has 
been in the Army for two and a half 
years. He is now a corporal. By rea- 
son of his great skill as an accountant 
he is greatly desired by an active unit, 
and his officers are constantly. try- 
ing to persuade him to go active, in 
which case he would be sure to get 
a commission. He has a very low 
category, and it is completely out 
of the question that he should be sent 
overseas. He wants to go active. 
However, he has an old mother who 
would be sure to get a stroke if h 3 
changed his status. He is understand- 
ably reluctant to cause his mother’s 
death. The case is complicated by 
two highly nervous sisters who 
scream at him every time he men- 
tions his intention to go active. The} 
tell him that if anything happened | 
to mother, he would be responsible: į 
they just refuse to listen to his argu: | 
ments. E- 

Every officer who has had anything 
to do with “Zombies” knows how 
many of them are being influenced 
by their women folk. It is clear tha’ 
in many cases women use their in- 
fluence over men to allow personal 
loyalties to prevail over social duties. 


Can't Use Skills 


i 
But there are many other reasons’ 
why so many men prefer to remain | 
“Zombies”. Many of them feel that) 
the active army cannot make proper | 
use of their skills. There is, for ex- 
ample, the case of the skilled welder | 
who was offered the job of truck: 
driver in the active army. He declind, 
thinking it better to be a “Zombie” 
than’a truck-driver. Then there are’ 
a number of tradesmen who do not 
see “how they can be useful in the 
Army”. So they remain “Zombies”. $ 
The whole problem boils down to 
this: “Zombies” do not go active be- 
cause they don’t have to. They can- 
not see any motivation for this war 
in general, nor for their contributions | 
to it in particular. To persuade them, — 
the Government must provide that 
motivation. It is at bottom an edu- 
cational problem. J 
It is quite clear that many active 
men have no more consciousness Of 
the meaning of this war than “Zom: 
bies”. Many of them have been in 
the Army for four years, and have 
never realized the dangers of Fas: 
cism until they arrived in Italy and 
saw its effects with their own eyes. 
The government's recruiting aP 
peals are only too frequently pooh- 
poohed as “propaganda”. Politicians 
are generally suspected of having ul- f 
terior motives. That is one reason fii y 
why they have so far failed to in- 
_ spire sufficient enthusiasm for 
war in so substantial a number 0 
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» QUEBEC LIBERAL 
CRIES TREASON’ 
ON DRAFTEES 


By KENNETH Cc CRAGG 


Ottawa, Noy, 24 (SamM.—A short 
and bitter attack 


Government 
Quebec 


today against the 
by Wilfred La Croix, 
ontmorency, directly after 


I 
llSeesCoercion 


MARCHNGTON 


OTTAWA, Nov. 24 (Start).-Dotense Minister MeNaughton to 
of Commons clarified an obscurity In his observa: 
With respect to the number of draftees to be aont 
Yeinforcements, Later he announced that "the 
Ounits to comprise the firat 10,000 
of the NRMA for despatch were 
Those unite 
Wil] shortly be in process of mow 
Ing to concentration nroas Ih Baal- 
The men Who Wah to 
Volunteer will be given every oppor» 
The others, the 
whole units Including those mem 
laton 
which at the present tine aro bos 


Selected this morning. 


ern Canada. 
tunity to do so, 
Wil be despatched on. the 


Ing arranged.” 


COP, Leader M, J. Coldwell ar 
cused the Government of "coercing 


men to volunteer” 
No Intention to Sorape 


MeNaughton sald: 


In his clarifying statement, Mr 


“I oxpressed a strong preference 


beg E MMs front-row Liberal seat for our traditlonal voluntary ayate 

a new pla of and also my hope that Jt might no 
bebe dec Place with Quebec|1 9 necessary to uso to the Lull exe 
i. pendents in Opposition, imme tent the powers glven to the Min- 
jGlately before adjournment 


| of thelister of National Defense In the 
Irene of Commons, was ordered by/Order-in-Council tabled yesterday, 


Minister King to be ex-|{ Some quarters my remarks havoj. 


{Purged from the records of Parlia. 
Meat. 
| According to Mr. King’s transla- 
ton, the former Liberal charged 
[that the Government Policy on con- 
[scription was “treason of the Proy- 
jtece ef Quebec,” and accused the 
|French-speaking Ministers, through 
fa lack of courage, of preferring to 
keep their hands in the till” 
The Prime Minister said the 
Statements contravened the rules of 
|debate, He had the right, and he 
had Considered taking this action, 
of calling the member back and de- 
manding an apology. To avoid fur- 
ther disturbance, he decided to have 


the record cleaned. | 
aáČíseð cored OTE s5 he 


erences to the charges: appes 
Han $ arg ippear on 
Speaker Couldn’t Hear 


Speaker Glen adyised that Mr. | 
La Croix had spoken in French, 
and thet there was such an outcry 
|that he was unable to hear the ro- 


RESIGNATION 
marks, and so had no opportunity 


By KENNETH C. CRAGG jo advise the member that he had 

Ottawa, Noy, 24 (Staff). — Air| used sea otlensive language. "Oth- 
A | erwise, i 

inister Powers resignation from| withdraw,” he a nave asked. himt 
ne Cabinet because he is “opposed) «J think no publicity should be 
o conscription for oversees serv-|giyen to these remarks,” said the 
ce” has not been accepted, Prime|Speaker in a reference directed to 
inister Mackenzie King told the|the Press Gallery, 
House of Commons this afternoon,| Opposition Leader Graydon ad- 
“I may gay that the Minister has 


vised him that the remarks had 
v already appearcd in some. publica- 
ndered:to me his resignation, bul |;i d th è i 
[thus far have not advised the Gov-| 407S an e;Speaker saldmejcoulg 
ernor-Generel that I think the resig- 


KING-PONDERS-- 
AIR MINISTER'S 


are required 
also enable 
rest for individuals an 
vide the increased nu 
to compensate for the men given 
leave to Canada as these Proposals 
develop. 


been interpreted as an Intention 
on my part to scrape up men and 
use our general servico men and 
to use them first even if they are 
not as well trained as N.R,M.A, men. 
That js not so, 

“What I desired to convey was 
that I hoped ‘trained N.R,M.A. men 
would volunteer for general service 
soon enough and in Jarge enough 
numbers so that it would not be 
necessary to send them overseas by 
compulsion, 

“What I wish to make clear is 
that if adequately trained men do 
not volunteer in sufficient numbers 
the required numbers will be made 
up from the best-trained men we 
have, These will be detailed for 
service overseas under the Order-in- 
Council, 


Use Power As 
rer! 

fends the locality. of service of all 
N-R.M.A. personnel, the -maximum 
number the “Minister of National 
Defense Js authorized by the present 
order to despatch overseas is 16,000, 
This power will be used to the ex- 
tent that adequately trained men, 
whether now Jn the N.R.M.A, or 
not, do not come forward as volun- 
teers sufficienUy rapidly to meet 
the numbers required. 

“The maximum was fixed at 16,000 
In order to provide adequate re- 
serves, In addition to giving the re- 
Serves required by the time they 
these numbers will 
increased perlods of 
d will’ pro- 
mber necded 


Needed 


“I can now give the House the 


Aa 


z 


cNaug 


ñy RALPIT ALLEN 
Ulobe and Mall War Corresponde 


Copytlent 
ire Northern Group o 


with 


few avldle 


Army who l 


ha rently nccess 


doy recelyed (he 
Nowe from Ottawa with the 
atralned approval of men who Hnd 
been given more than they expected 
but Joas than they felt thelr due. 

Heylnd the broadest gonerallties) 
of thle type, It was Impossible to 
any what (he overseas army thought 
of the King Government's condi- 
tonal surronder on tho Issue of 
campum kooni 
home dofense troops. 
Dy thin evening probably no moro 
than halt of tho army's Canadian 
personnel had hoard of the Cabl- 
net's declalon to send 16,000- con- 
seripts to thelr support In the 
European theatre Jf needed, And 
many of thal, number were con- 
fused by skotchy carly reports that 
hadn't mado it clear whether the 
voluntary recruiting system had 
been abandoned, modified or only 
given an emergency vacation, 
(Defense , Minister McNaughtoh 
‘}told the House of Commons thal 
men will’ be conscripted for over- 
seas service only if adequately 
trained volunteers are not avall- 
able.) 

The first news of. the McNaugh- 
ton plan reached the Western front 
on last night's midnight news 
broadcast of the BBC. This corre- 
spondent listened to the broadcast 
in company with a Canadian offi- 
cer and a corporal and a lance- 
corporal who had gone to bed an 
hour earlier, but remained awake 
because an earlier bulletin had ad- 


vised that an “important announce- 
ment” might be expected momen- 
tarily. 

Corporal Nonchalant 

When the news from Ottawa had 
been read the lance-corporal uttered 
a fervent “gawd” and lighted a 
cigaret. The corporal turned over 
and went to sleep, saying nothing. 
The officer broke into peale of 
laughter. 

“This Is the damnedest thing I 
ever heard of in all my life,” he said. 
In his yoice were admiration, won- 
der and a trace of disgust. 

Troops who read- slightly more 
extended reports in the Maple Leaf 
thls morning also digested them 
with feelings that were by no means 
unmixed. 

Many of them reminded them- 
selyes that the Government had not 
yet accepted the principle of equal- 
ity of-sacrifice forall’ military—ell_ 
gibles; but even though this cher- 
ished goal of virtually all active ser- 
vice veterans was not yet in sight 
it was almost unanimously agreed 
that the sudden materialization of 
|16,000 unexpected reinforcements 


ALLAN AE AEAEE ee 


-2C naa 


To Overseas Corpc 
Gives Officer Laugh 
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Armies, Noy, 24,—The relatively MoNaughton, who made the | 
fa of the 1st Canadiatnouncerent, anid that when 


radioa or thelt troop newspaper to! 
reinforcement 
ro4 


oversons service for 


E NEPI 


n Plan B 
por 


al 


"A BBC broadcast heard here 
‘The Canadian Government! 
has decided to send 16,000 of thel 
conscripted home defense troops on! 
overnens service, Defense Minister! 


y 


tered the Cabinet as Defense 
Inter three weeks ago he thous 
he would be able to get reinforce 
ments on A voluntary basis, He said 
there wns no overall shortage of 
men. The difficulty came in trans- 
forring men from oné service to 
another, p 
“Sle snid that Infantry casualties) 
were higher than expected, beth. in 
Italy and Europe, and that at the 
present rate there might be a 
shortage by January or February!” 
Stull Much at Seq 5 
‘Thus troops In this theatre 
haye no way of knowing that 
16,000 draftees to be sent overseas 
represent the trained {nfantrymen 
of the home defense army. ‘They 


h 


send other draftees abroad, if and 
as they are needed. j 

They have heard no reference to 
the future of voluntary recruiting. 
The deficiency of these fundamentaj 
\explanatory ‘details will probably be 
| corrected in the paper’s next Issue, 

Gen, Crerar’s .Canadlan troops had 
made up thelr minds how to receive 
the draftees long before there 
seemed much likelihood that the 
drafteess/would ever get here. 

It would be anticlpating the mi- 
Jenlum to expect that there will be 
an instant and affectionate ap- 
proachment between the draftees 
and the active service veterans 
when the-conscripts begin arriving, 
but there is litle justification for 
the fear that home defense soldiers 
will be greeted with insults, 
“Privileged Class” 

There has been resentment 
[against the draftees, but It has been 
less personal resentment than re- 
sentment. against privilege. As a 


privileged class, they have bee: 

jected to far less contumely jet 

seen messes than the Government 
hich was accuse 

their privileges, ent ACT 
“If the Zomb: 

trained and rea 

glad to see the 


ies come over well 
dy to ents we'll be 
m, an Infantryman 
sald today, “I guess a lot of ie 
just wanted to stay near their wives 
and kids. You can't stay mad at a 
ey ou that forever, even if you 
nink he should have don 
thing else.” sabes 


Al 
a 


sm, | 


don't know whether it is planned to _ 


$ 


| 


was a windfall no one could afforċ 
to sneeez at, 

Whatever they thought of ite 
political genesis, aware as they were 
that the promise had been extracted’ ~ 
only under the heaviest Pressure, 
all arms -were still : 


do nothing about that, but maln- 
naonishowid be accepted. Unt I talned that they should not be pub-|composition generally of the first 
do that I wish to consider carefully 


lished. 10,000 of the additional reinforce- 
the mafter further,” Mr. King Mr. La Croix was not Jn the/ments being despatched in Decem- 
stated. 


House at the time, „put colleagues ber and January to which I referred 
O: m Leader Graydon asked translated the word “trahison” thatlyesterday: 7,500 are fully trained 
if their had been any correspond- 


he used as “betraydJ.” According tojinfantry; 2,500 are well advanced 
jence between Major Power and|them. Mr. La Croix used the wordiin infantry training, and this train- 
|himself, and 3f he would table it, 


deliberately Jn oblique reference to 
‘and wes told there had been the 
one letéer only, presumably from the 
Air Minister, and intimated that 
when the matter came to a finality 
any correspondence which existed 
would be tabled. 
There Were persisient reports 


Minister St. Laurent, before the La 
Pojnte-Drouin Club in Quebec City, 
when he was quoted In translation 
as saying that If the Federal Gov- 
ernment had decided to send draf- 
to.}tees as pipromenta opre malor, 

every ity of people Ín Quebec wou ave 
to me Ce er to maar deemed themselves ‘deceived’ by 
draw his resignsilon, and these|their English-speaking compatri- 


The break of Mr. La Croix with 
the Covernment, pending for more 
than two years, was not unexpected, 


with Ten that tho rest 
Ministers, Justice 


of the. 
Minister Bi. Leurent, Fisheries Min- 


ng will be completed on arrival 


the November speech of Justicefin the United Kingdom.” 


sincerely reliey- 
ed and pleased by the SS of | 
support from the quarter best ‘able 
to supply it. But there was no im- 
mediate sign of a decrease in hos- 
tillty toward the Mackenzie Kin 

Government, 
Told of Cabinet Crisis 


The tabloid-sized- Maple Leaf 
ci 
ried a column and a half of new 
on yesterday's Proceedings in the 
House of Commons, But the tro 


Naughton made his anno 
uncement, 

devoted most of this space to the 

Prime Minister's 


ister Works Minister Aver aeneae ae 
pier, but came with suddenness and ef. kias 
Four War Services Minister La- fect of a rocket burst. He rose from rapa at poorrespondence and 
Fleche, and Watare nls seat immediately after the isles te ta = of several Min- 
sinks would remain in House convened, opened his re- niche sign on Wednesday 
the t : 
Compatriois of the French-speak-|marks, and at once he Chamber The anly eriifehtenmënt aia 


echoed with objectlons and demands 


ing me who are seated al- 


predi 
315 to 


a 
tenre Quo ed the Speaker's powerful voice, and | 


he kept on shouting his statement 
unti) the last word was spoken, then 
stepped out into the aisle and took 
a seat with Independents Frederic 
1 n, Charleyoix-Saguenay, and J.) 
porlon, Char 


will belt from the 
he confidence mo- 


nd the Possibility of 


seated in Oppositio for order, its extens| 
ready ns that anywhe D, offer uebec members broke out with slon, was contained į 
yw ro; the: ri n 
atio re from 30 yaa of Interruptions that drown- | 5e three lead paragraphs: 


were Intensified when the Quebec|ots.” Reis S ops’ S 
paper, which went t s Saal 
Liberal caucus met and adjourned | Break Long Expected only four hours after Mi Me 


REMEMBER. 
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says Most Officers | 
Opposed McNaughton | 


Winnipeg, Nov. 24 (CP). — Brig. 
„ A. Macfarlane, who resigned as 
fficer commanding M.D. 10 in pro- 
est against the voluntary recrult- 
ng plans of Defense Minister Mc- 
Jaughton, said in an interview to- 
lay that “99 per cent” of the army 
fficers across (Canada consider 
‘onscription the only ‘way to 
jandle an army. 

“If a poll of army officers were 
taken across Canada you would 
find that 99 per cent of them would 
consider over-all conscription the 
only way to handle an army,” he 
said, 

Brig. Macfarlane said last night 
his resignation resulted from & 
conference of district officers com- 
manding with Gen. McNaughton at 
Ottawa Nov. 14 ‘and said he had 
declared then that he did not be- 
lieve the new campaign to secure 
volunteers from the home defense 
army would succeed. 

Asked whether any other of the 
district officers commanding had 

‘agreed with him, He replied: 

“J, was practically unanimous,” 

He sald ‘he thought civilians feel 
much the same way. “The average 
civilian is somewhat confused, but 
I belleve the general feeling across 
Canada i9 that they want every- 
body treated falrly, and overall con- 
scription jx the only way to ensure 
fair treatment, even at this late 
date.” 


*PLeBisciTe’ 
-1942- 


from the 6th Division stationed in 
this Province will probably be the 
first to go overseas under the Gov- 
ernment’s new partial conscription 
policy, military spokesmen in Pa- 
cific Command said last night. 

“We have the largest body of 
home defense troops here who have 
been trained purely for combat 
duty,” one officer said. “They are 
in a high state of training and dis- 
cipline and would be almost im- 
mediately ready to go. 

“Several thousand of these men 
would probably be ready after only 
a short refresher course of about 
four weeks in England on weapons 
with which they have not had ex- 
terfsive -training here,” he said. 

Removal of these men would not 
endanger the Pacific coast since 
there would remain certain “un- 
brigaded” troops not included in 
Pacific Command, available for 
coast defenses. 
Inquiry Proceeds 

Meanwhile. Lt.-Gen. E..W. San- 
som, former commander. of a Cana- 
dian army corps overseas, arrived 
here today by plane to open an in- 
vestigation into statements of 
high-ranking officers of the Pacific 
Command regarding recruiting 
home defense troops for overseas 
service, 

Shortly with his arrival he con- 
ferred with Major-Gen. G. R. 


He said he had resigned because 
he could not conscientiously do his 
job as a soldier under the existing 
system of raising men as reinforce- 
ments for the overseas army, 

The resignation was accepted yes- 
terday afternoon, and he had not 
been given an opportunity to with- 
draw ii following announcement of 
ton laepentatiee of partial conscrip- 

on. 


Pearkes, general officer command- 
ing the Pacific Command. 
Gen, Sansom has been ordered by 
Defense Minister McNaughton to 
make a report on a press confer- 
ence at which high-ranking officers 
of Pacific Command expressed the 
opinion» voluntary recruiting could 
not meet overseas reinforcements 
requirements, 
nding officers Involved 
Ing here today from vari- 
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Awaiting Col. Ralston 
mea the two days which Parliament 
ae gh Prime Minister King’s plan for 
irea M volunteering, one voice has been 

ent. To Parliament as to th 
e nation 
a ee voice best qualified to speak. In the 
oth arising out of the Defense Minister’s 
sabe © clarify the plan, Col. Ralston's silence 
erstandable. But it is from him that the 


rR and the people are waiting to hear. 
because of his action that Parliament is in 


persion; because of it that the Prime Minister 
“was driven to act as he did. 


The correspondence tabled in the House of 
Commons Wednesday clearly reveals that Col. 


yee S e stand he did at the command 
‘any a : pil th he loyalty to the men overseas 
Shave ean n doing so he carried the issue 
aiia he we interests or political formulas. 
Die NEN = of the people from all quarters of 

a emonstrated their grateful apprecia- 
tion of the lead he had given. 

But what have been the results so far? If 
what the Defense Minister told the House yes- 
AN SE attempting to clear away the con- 
fusion in which he had plunged it, and the public 
is correct, then undoubtedly something has been, 
accomplished. Reinforcements are to go overseas 
in specified numbers at specific dates, even if 
their going requires compulsion. This is at least 
something for the men in the battle lines and 
their families to cling to. 

But no one can preiend that this grudging 
step has eleminated the apprehension under 
which the Canadian people have suffered for 
months. That apprehension is as great as, if not 
greater than, it was when Parliament met, and 
justifiably so. The formula came so wrapped 
up in “ifs” and “buts,” has been so concealed by 
Ministerial qualifications and contradictions that 
no one can regard it as other than the step- 
child of political expediency, subject to all the 
ravages of partisan necessity- 

And this is not all Disunity bred of the 
Government's compromises has been exag- 
gerated. Passions have been aggravated with 
each passing day. Distrust, suspicion and dis- 
{Ilusionment are nourishing bitterness, and deep- 
rooted hatreds, which, if allowed to grow, must 
destroy Canada’s faith in honest leadership for 
years tocom e. These things must not be al- 
lowed to grow, and surely given the facts Par- 
liament has the capacity to restore public con- 
idence. 

There is today no confidence in what the 
Government has done, not even in Quebec, to 
which it has pandered at the risk of destroying 
unity in the other eight Provinces. How could 
there be? There is no confidence in.Col. Ral- 
stons successor. How could there be after his: 
performance “in” me -Cormmmions” and throughout 
the weeks he has held office, Every wholly 
factual statement the Hon. Mr. McNaughton has 
uttered has substantiated the situation col Ral- 
ston described and on which he acted. Yet the 
Minister maintains reliance in a policy which 
has failed, seeking to blame the opposition of 
the public for its failure. 

But vindication is not what Col. Ralston 
wanted. That js not his objective now. Conse- 
quently he cannot retire {rom the Issue, however 
great may be his wish to do so. His duty is to 
fight the thing through to the end. If the ques- | 
tions to which he has confined himself these 

t two days are essential to that purpose the 
people will have patience. But they ought not 
to be kept waiting longer than necessary, 

Col. Ralston remains for them the chief pro- 
tagonist of the right and decent course. He is 
the man who exposed the need, and who refused 
with compromises., It is his re- 
see that all the facts are exposed 
of Parliamentary debate and to 
p to the members ‘in forcing a 


those wacts without} 


“his trust to the men 
(il he has done 60. 


ee 0 


Ignoble Bout of Self-Pity 


Tt is very hard for partisan minds when 
their views or pollcles are challenged °° eriti. 
cized to credit their opponents „with sincerity 
or honesty of purpose. Thelr favorite tacte Is 
to Invent and attribute some sinister or un 
Worthy motive to thelr opponents. Hence it 
comes that some defenders of Mr. King and his 
Government are very fond of asserting that 
certain newspapers in thelr erusade for the 
Government's adoption of policies which they 
Delleve to be fi the national Interest are less 
concerned about these policies than animated 
dy personal dislike of the Prime Minister, It 
is an imputation which It Is very onay to make, 
and it is not difficult te rebut 

In the appralsement of hia public policies 
the question of Mr. King's personality and 
characteristics ought not be a factor of serlous 


moment when such great Issues are at stake, 
But, unfortunately for Mr. King, n sled Ls 
strange capacity for public per ‘orm 

x Kuk i him the dis- 


which are calculated to stit up for i 
like—it might even be sald the contempt—o 
the Average man in the street, He alaged one 
such performance on Thursday when he 
pleaded plaintively with tho House of Commons 
for greater consideration for the health of 
himself and his Ministers. He sald: 

As far as I am concerned, if I can 
prevent it, and having regard to the respon- 
Eibility I` have to the Canadian people, | 
I wil not allow honorable gentlemen’ | 
opposite to seek to break down myself | 
or other members of the Administration by | 
forcing us at a pace which is absolutely | 
unreasonable in the Ught of the circum: | 
stances of today and the responsibilities | 
devolving on the members of the Govern- | 


ment. 

He and his colleagues, he explained, had 
been under a terrible strain carrying grave Te- 
sponsibilities. Poor Gen. McNaughton had been 
sitting up til 5 a.m. preparing his case for sub- 
mission to Parliament, and he himself was so 
tired out by his desperate efforts during the past 
month to preserve national unity that he was_ 


| dubious whether he should assume the responsi- | 


bility of addressing the House before Monday. 

Altogether, it was a pathetic picture which he 
presented of himself—the careworn statesman 
near to physical exhaustion through his pro- 
digious labors. for the cause of national unity. 
Incidentally Mr. McNaughton made no such 

n lamentation on his own behalf, but when he ob- 
viously had been pressed into a tight corner by 
his cross-examiners Mr. King came to his rescue 
with his plea for tenderness. We do not doubt 
¡that Mr, King and his new Minister have been 
Jaboring strenuously to extricate themselves 
from the morass of difficulties into which their 
joint policy of evasion has plunged them. But 
they have been carrying on these labors in an 
atmosphere of tranquil safety, without any 
physica] discomforts, with ample food to sustain 
them, and soft beds to sleep in. 

Surely their ordeal and their hardships are 
as dust in the balance beside the stern travail of 
service in the battle lino which our brave sol- 
diers are facing without complaint. Some of 
them are standing on guard night after night, 
weeks on end, amid the now-snowclad peaks of 
the Apennines in Italy, and others are in the Low 
Countries manning trenches for days on end 
while they are up to their waists in water. They 
are constantly; exposed to the perils of death, 
and they are living on army rations and sleeping 
in their uniforms. What about some alleviation 
of the hardships of their ordeal, whose severity 
is increased when thelr ranks are thinned? 

Mr. King and Mr. McNaughton are pro- 
fessedly engaged in an effort to send them much: 
needed reinforcements—without disrupting the 
so-called national unity. But what if they did 
Jose a few hours’ sleep in such a good cause? 
We have never heard of Mr, Churchill or Mr. 
Roosevelt or Marshal Stalin, all of whose 
labors and burdens must be Infinitely greater 
than those of Mr. King, indulging publicly in self- 
pity about the physical weariness which they 
must often feel. Mr, King cannot expect to be 
regarded as a lovable or noble figure as long as 
he demeans his high office by such exhibitions 
while gallant men åre enduring hardships far be- 

„yond any of his experiences and dying every 
day to save democratic freedom. 


| They even 


{their voice : 
| brought the Prime Minister along from his dec- 


atho— Gova: 


Ministers’ Ridiculous Position 
Those Ministers In Mr. King's Cabinet who 


have spoken In terms of the greatest gravity 


from time to time of the seriousness of this war 


must be searching thelr hearts these days, Few 
Imposed reservations that could lead to the 
burlesque now staged for thelr performance. 
Thelr utterances were accepted by the public as 
unalterable convictions. When they mentioned | 
total war the words had no uncertain meaning. f 
When they called for mobilization of men and | 
national effort and national sacrifices | 


materials, 
d they were speaking with tongue 


none assume! 


cheek. 
y The people as a whole have been serious from 


the beginning. Even when the Prime Minister 
twisted and temporized they placed hope for con- 
sistency In senior. Ministers» who were not pro- 
fessional politicians. The war has been their war. 
have the satisfaction of knowing that 
has been the impelling force which 


lJaration of “No conscription” to the limited and 
reluctant step he has taken at last 

Tt has been a five-year battle on the home 
front to get this far, and the divided opinion ex- 
pressed shows that the grudging concession to 
the demands of war has not brought credit to 
y „wholohoartad=and ~deter-. 
mined action. The so-called unity which has 
been uppermost in Mr. King’s mind has not been 
served, and the army needs which the country 
as a whole is thinking of are being met Jn less 
than half fashion. 

The ridiculous position in which the Cabinet 
is placed appears from the fact that one Minister 
resigned because he realized the necessity for | 
conscription to aid the army, and another re- | 
signed as a protest against conscription. 

These two men have seen the plays inside | 
the Cabinet from the beginning of the war. From 
opposite points of view they believed their honor 
as Ministers was impugned. All have seen their 
old colleague, the Minister of National Defense, | 
thrown to the wolves for refusing to fall in line 
with a temporizing haif-hearted policy. They 
see a most remarkable plan adopted for rein- 
forcing the army which in its initial stages at 
least appears to be neither one thing nor an- ; 
other, but a hope that a mixture of coercion and 
volunteering may. still avoid the need of a defi- 
nitely courageous stand. And all this to what 
end? Is the aim of this humiliating manoeuvring 
to help the men battling against great odds? Is 
it anything but political deception? 

One thing is certain; The men overseas can- 
not be deceived. It is almost equally certain 
that the people of this country cannot be fooled | 
by false moves: It is already apparent that na- 
tional disunity, intensified by every step that has 
not led straight to the war effort, has been fur- 
ther aggravated. Mr. King can read about the 
spirit of antagonism that has been aroused in 
towns and cities, and can learn about what has 
happened in camps whcre Zombies and volun- 
teers are mixed, if he wants to know the truth. 

And in the midst of this the Prime Minister 
has given notice that he wants a vote of confi- 
dence in his Government from Parliament. His 
Government includes those Ministers who have 
been outspoken in behalf of the boys at the 
front, Messrs. Macdonald, Isley, Crerar, Gibson 
among them. Are they going to ask a vote of 
confidence? If so, in what? In this ignominious 
toying with the fate of gallant boys? In the 
throwing out of their colleague who stood up | 
for the boys? | 

These Ministers arc on record in speeches 
which are not supported by the course of their 
Leader. Will they be parties to further national 
humiliation? 


of sufficient volunteers." Le Devol 
had a heading, “The despatch of Yo, 
000 conscripts overseas: 


Mr, King 


capitulates before the conscription- 
ists’ campaign.” 
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Le Canada scems to 
official Liberal 
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From an editorial poi 


by, stressing 


Indicate 
intentions 1m 


nt of view 
the 
this 


that the 


voluntary system is continued, “This 


method 
still has 


proponents in 


as not been exhausted, It 


the inner 


bosom of the Cabinet,” the paper 


writes, 


LiAction Catholique 


lakes 


the exact opposite stand: “Evasion 
is useless; it serves no purpose 10 
play with words or juggle with fig- 
ures. The Government has decided 
to have recourse to conscription." 


“to replace 

‘Sign, are featured in a box. The 
Tesignation of the Hon. C. G. Power 
is given'a very small heading down 
in the middle of the Ottawa story. 

As a contrast, L'Action Catholique 
of Thursday night carried a large- 
face heading, “Its conscription,” 
with a sub-heading to the effect that 
all the Quebec ministers would re- 
sign. Montreal-Matin yesterday said, 

Cc ion for overseas service 
decreed; 16,000 Canadians mobilized 
for defence of Canada to be sent 
Overseas aS reinforcements. Volt- 
face sows consternation throughout 
the country.” 

La Presse carried a front page 
heading, “Voluntary system has not 
been abandoned: Conscription ap- 
plicable only should there be not 
sufficient volunteers.” La Presse 
also carried a box entitled. “Who is 
there to put in Mr. King’s place?" 
LEvenement Journal of Quebec 
yesterday headlined its Ottawa 

f the voluntary system fails, 
conscripts will go overseas.” Two 
other Ottawa articles dealt with 
Power's resignation on the issue of 
conscription, and the departure from 
the Liberal party benches of Char- 
les Parent and J. F. Pouliot. 

La Patrie’s heading said, “Gov- 
ernment authorizes the despatch of 
16,000 conscripts overseas for want 


La Presse says that 


voluntary 


La Patrie _ hopes th 
will not force the 


disrupted 


Mr. King 


seems to have solved the difficulty 
by resorting to compromise: “Ob- 
liged by circumstances 
between two evils, the Prime Min- 
ister has chosen that which he con- 
siders the least; rather than to see 
national unity 
country exposed to a 
orders, he 
certain measure of 
should the 
suffice to maintain the formations 
of our army overseas.” 


to. choose 


and the 


kinds of dis- 
as decided to decree a 


compulsion, 
system not 


at necessity 


ractical imple- 


mentation of the principle adopted. 


Le Devoir points to Mr. 


statement 
pure and simple, 
against Le Canada’s 
voluntary system i: 

Montreal-Matin said, “ 


cla! 


Cardin’s 


that it is “conscription, 
` and pr this up 


ms that the 


still in force. 


“It is certain 


that Mr, King would not have found 


himself in this impasse 


if his party 


had had the courage during the past 
uwenty-five years to speak frankly 


to the public, 


to tell them that there 


is no war ın lace frills; that there 
is no war without a measure of 


conscription, and that i 


-cern overseas service aS 


other things.” 


Readers of French 


t must eon- 
well as 


papers are, 


therefore, given a wide choice, and 


presumably the Go 
tawa would have it so. 


Government in Ot- 


LETTERS FROM READERS 


Letter to Gen. McNaughton 


Sir,—You are reported 2s hav- 
ing stated at a public meeting re- 
cently, that you in 1939 advised the 
Government to follow the voluntary 
system of recruiting its Arms, and 
that you take full responsibility for 
having done so. 

In view of this statement from 
yourself, and since you are now the 
Minister in charge of this matter, I 
feel justified in writing you a few 
lines on the subject 

Notwithstanding your advice the 
King Government felt justified in 
1941 to put the question before the 
electorate by way of a plebiscite, 
with the result that eight out of 
nine provinces authorized conscrip- 
tion. To date the wishes of the 
Canadian people have not been car- 
ried out. Even now when casualties 
amongst our boys overseas are 
heavy and reinforcements are badly 
needed the Government adheres to 
a policy contrary to the demands of 
the situation, and to the Ahes oi 

e Canadian people. In those cir- 
a ces your oom attitude is in 
comprehensible. 

The Goyernment’s policy on the 
matter is not pringing the desired 
results. I, therefore. suggest that our 
volunteered fighting men, overseas 
and at home, be a owed to decide 
the issue by a vote taken among 
them: for, after all, who has a bet- 
ter right to decide it than these 
men who are risking their lives as 
well as helping to finance this war 
and the home army, which is n 
longer needed? 

After all, is there any etaa 
ajority O 
what the maj iy of ins egard? 


e voice of the people who sup- 
Is rie boys and who pa the costs 
of the war to be ignore ? 


‘ MRS. A. G. BIRD. 
viking, Alta.. November 9. 
pa a S ŘŮĖŘ— 
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THE PARTING OF THE WAYS 
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Don 
Trained Men, Not Politics, the Need |E 
In Strengthening Canada's Army 


The eyes of the world are on “strippéd” of their rank badges? In 
Canada again, On two occasions 1942 when reinforcements were 
‘| since this war started—the Church- needed it is reported that some 300 
ill - Roosevelt meetings held at/high-category men were to be taken 
Quebec—the Allies looked toward] from CMHQ in London and sent to 
Canada for the leadership they field units. These men were to be 
knew would be forthcoming. Now|replaced by CWAC's. The fact was 
they look at Canada as the one and apparer overlooked that thej: 
à i i ty of these men were con- 
only country that is attempting to major! i 
å ke an army in the field without firmed N.C.O.'s and could not be re-| 
trained reinforcements — the one duced except at their own request|’ 
country that thinks we can re or by court-martial. So the 300 men 
fnforce the army by pteading with] Were left at CMHQ and the CWAC's 
men to go overseas. Does any one put in to assist them. At the end 
know of any of our allies trying|°f October, 1943, we had about 3,000] , 
such a method? Canada is the|°r more on the strength of CMHQ. 
one country using politics in- —auite a large number to admin- 
stead of trained men to build up an|ister the affairs of our army; prac- 
army. tically the same condition as to com- 
It’ is not exaggerating Things to La ae a 3 ined i 
say that Canada has not at any|Telnforcement units so far as per- 
time had a surplus of trained re- manent Staff of these units was con- 
inforcements, and most of the time semea, i f 
not sufficient. I spent nearly three Gen. McNaughton did not know 
years in the reinforcement area in and now does not know that’ his 
England and know something of pet idea of a Canadian army can- 
conditions there. ~ not be carried out, it Is time he 
The Lesson of Dieppe did find out, and certainly time he 


found out he 
The present Minister of National| old “hat trick” eer ga sire 


| Defense (Army) is the man wholmen from thin air. 

must have given approval to the/sti) Little Done 

Dieppe raid, He must have known, Col. Ral me 

or should have known, the probable alston returned from his 
tour of Italy and France about six 


number of casualties of that 

“show.” He should have known|Weeks ago and very little has 

what men would be avallable to re-| Pen done to bring assistance to the 

place the losses. After the Dieppe|2™™y but a lot of talk. All that has 
been done is to replace Ralston with 


raid, when the losses were fully 

known, it was found the infantry|!cNaughton—and the replacement 
reinforcement units did not have|P4s NOt been a popular one—and 
sufficient to fill the gaps in the|*® have the unprecedented spectacle 
infantry units of the 2nd Division, of the Prime Minister of Canada 
and men were taken from the|M@king a radio recruiting speech and 
armored corps and machine-gun re-| ‘Ms in the sixth year of the war. 
inforcement units, , Let us get down to brass tacks 
McNaughton’s Job and reduce the army — which we 


We read that Gen. Fade either. 


to comb mi Were « 


= me A 
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i MR. KING'S VOLUNTARY CONSCRIPTS, 

Yesterday one Canadian newspaper carried 
the headline: “This is conscription.” Another 
newspaper, also Canadian and also appearing 
yesterday, was headlined: “The voluntary system 
is maintained.” 

The curious fact that such a thing could hap- 
pen arises {rom the way in which Prime Minister 
W. L. Mackenzie King has been concentrating his 
efforts to deprive the two names—“conscription” 
and “voluntary system”—of their distinct mean- 
ings. For Mr. King, beset by his present embar- 
rassments, is seeking a characteristic way out by 
recurring to what the law knows as a “legal fic- 
tion.” He has not been able to conceal from 
others his recognition of the fact that compulsion 
will have to be employed to meet the reinforce- 
ment need. But if he could employ conscription, 
and yet, by some manner or means, still call it 
the voluntary system, he might hope to have a 
last chance of escaping from the very awkward 
corner into which his policies have led him. Now, 
as never before, Mr. King believes that there is 
everything in a name. 

Mr. King himself dropped a hint Thursday in 
Parliament as to how these incompatibles are to 
be combined, and how a word which describes 
one system is to be used to describe its opposite. 
This hint appeared, of course, in a form disarm- 
ingly simple. Mr. King merely happened to men- 
tion in passing that any draftee now in the Home 
Defence Army would be free to volunteer for 
overseas service up to the moment his command- 
ing officer detailed him to go overseas under the 
compulsory service authorization. 


But what this procedure will mean in practice 
is crudely clear. When the next instalment of 
reinforcements will be sent overseas next month, 
there will not be enougb volunteers to meet tho- 
requirements, This the Government has found 
itself compelled to admit. The Home Defence 
Army is the only source from which this defi- 
ciency can be made up. This, too, the Government 
has admitted. But the men of the Home Defence 

î Army have not been enlisting in sufficient num- 
bers. This, again, the Government has not been 
able to deny. Notwithstanding all these facts, the 
men from the Home Defence Army who will be- 
gin to be moved overseas will still be technically 
volunteers and not conscripts. 

Ca 4 ° 
s The new technique to be adopted in securing 


: 


Obviously, therefore, all the advantages (and 
consequently all the inducements) of remaining A 
draftee will be taken away, Those who choose 
lo retain their draftee status would have to per- 
form all the duties and assume all the rinks of 
oversens service without all the practical apecial 
privileges and rewards which tha Government 
has specifically reserved for the volunteers. Under 
these circumstances, few Indeed possessed of 
normal reason or the normal instinct of self-In- 
terest will feel any Inclination to clng to the 
valueless status of the drafiee, And at once to 
accommodate them and to dramatically Intonslfy 
their choice, thoy will be allowed until the last 
Moment to decide. 


S < < 
So it is that Mr, King will apply a limiled 
conscription while continuing to call Jb the volun- 
tary system, Mr King will then be ablo to do- 
clare, even after the men from Canada's Home 
Defence Army have begun to arrive overseas, that 
he has not found himself under the necessily of 
abandoning his cherished voluntary system, The 
men themselves, he will then declare, came for- 
ward and volunteered, In this way will the 
Government's faith in the voluntary system bo 
justified and the Government's faith with the 
anti-conscriptionists will be unbetrayed, 
But there are natural limils evon io human 
credulity. By so flagrant a breach alike of good 
; faith and of commonsense even the eyes of the 
blind will be opened, The anti-conscriptionists in 
Canada are already beginning to see through Mr. 
King’s manoeuvres; while those who favor the 
Principle of compulsory military service (though 
Sratified to see the door to conscription edged 
open) will be no less disgusted than the anti- 
conscriptionists with Mr. King’s new procedure, 
The only alternative, now that conscription 
has become inevitable, is to make the compulsory 
system honest by making it undisguised, and to 
make it just by making it equal. The political 
legerdemain should be ended. Only a compul- 
sory system, put into practice fully and fairly, 
will be compatible with the national dignity of 
this country, and with the self-respect of the 
draftees themselves. The fact is that Mr. King, 
trying to make the best of his bad business, is 


only making it worse. 


volunteers from the Home Defence Army may be 
- detected quite easily by reading between the lines 
of Mr. King's brief statement, Until the present, 
- a Home Defence soldier who did not wish to vol- 
unteer for active service overseas, remained in 
Canada. Now, however, he may be informed by 
his commanding officer that he has been detailed 
to be sent overseas by compulsion, His choice 
will now be drastically changed, It will be no 
longer a choice between going overseas and stay- 
ing in this country. It will now be a choice be- 
_ tween going overseas as a conscript or as a 
Volunteer 


ARA 
MR. KING PUTS IT SIMPLY. 

Prime Minister W. L. Mackenzie King said 
Thursday in the House of Commons that there is 
apt to be confusion in the public mind on the 
status of men who will move overseas following 
authorization to conscript 16,000 draftecs, 

He said he would seek to put the position 

i saying that “if there were 1,000 men 
eT e tice akona] Resources Mobilization 
Act in a camp and none volunteered they would 
still be N.R.M.A. men a week from now. But if 
some volunteered, they would become General 


Service men. 
“Jf those General Service men are sent over- 


seas the public may assume that they are other 
than the N.R.M.A. men of today. But they would 
not be, they would be exactly the same men.” — 
Mr. King deserves much credit for the lucidity 
with whieh he has simplifed his position 
nmm 


Th. 
e 

WILL REINFORCEMENTS BE IN TIME? 

The stubborn delay of the Government in 
making draftees available for overseas service has 
Imposed a serious discount on the effective value fe 
of its belaled decision, 

Thore remalns a confused uncertainty as to 
how soon and to what extent this Hecision is to 
be implemented. without further desperate ex- 
perimenting with the demonstrated inadequacy of 
the volunteer system. There has been no clear- 
cul, unequivocal undertaking to despatch overseas 
all of even the limited number of 16,000 draftees 
mado subject to battle service. 

Bul oven Jf this qualified measure of conserip- 
tion Js implemented fully and immediately, it is 
highly questionable — one could reasonably say 
jmprobable—that it will go more than part way 
toward meeting the reinforcement need by the 
time it is expected to become acute. By all indi- 
cations, no substantial number of draftees (or ex- 
draftee volunteers) will reach the battle areas | 
until a month after the reliably estimated time | 
that “a considerable aggregate shortage in in- © 
fantry reinforcements will have developed. And 
even then, the arrivals will likely fail in full 
measure to replenish the reinforcement pools to j 
the extent of the anticipated shortage as it will i 
stand a month previous. 

< s ¢ } 

In his public statement two weeks ago, Col. J. | 
L, Ralston, former Defence Minister, reported 
that this aggregate shortage would come to a head 
by the end of December, and was forecast to in- 
crease progressively in ensuing months, At the 
time he was overseas Col. Ralston found enough 
reinforcements in battle areas or being moved 
forward to provide normal replacements, but an 
inadequate backlog or pool to meet unusually 
heavy casualties or to ensure that progressive de- 3 
pletions would be met in future. . | 

As Minister, ‘he had found that it would take 
at least two months for reinforcements to reach _ 
the battle areas from Canada from the time the — 
Government decided to send draftees overseas. | 
Col. Ralston resigned October 31 in protest against | 
the Government's refusal to meet the deficiency | 
of trained volunteers with draftee reinforcements. 
So that even if the Government had acted then, 
the 8,000 fully trained infantry draftees would | 
barely have had time to get overseas to fill the | 
reinforcement gap at the time it became acute. | 

But these 8,000, some of whom would not have | 
got to the front until January 15, would have | 
“made up the December shortage soon after | 
January 1,” according to Col. Ralston. The re- Í 
maining 8,000, trained as infantry but not fully | 
ready for combat service, could have reached the | 
battle areas early in February. 

+ & v 

Gen. A. G. L. McNaughton, new Defence Min- 
ister, told the House of Commons this week that 
5,000 additional trained infantry must be “avail- 
able early in December to safeguard the position 
at the end of January.” But according to Col. 
Ralston's estimate of the time required for mus- 
tering, organization, transportation and final re- 
fresher training in England, it will be mid-Feb- 
ruary before all of this first contingent will reach 
the battle areas, even if they are despatched as 
soon as becoming “available.” | 

Thus they would not be in position for com- 
bat service until a month to six weeks after Col. 
Ralston’s considered estimate of the time of “con- © 
siderable aggregate shortage in infantry” over- 
seas, and they would number 3,000 less than Col. — 
Ralston's estimate of the total that should haye — 
been despatched by November 1 at the latest. 

And to what can this time lag of a month to 
six weeks be attributed? First to the two weeks — 
of resistance by the Government to sending — 
draftees overseas, between the time Col. Ralston — 
first reported the crisis and the time he resigned. 
And next to the further three weeks or more of © 
delay before the Government finally acted, time — 
consumed in speeches over the radio, waiting for — 
the assembly of Parliament and just plain stalling. 
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New Education Plan at Hand 

s Bienes Drew has told the Association of On- 
ex ar Public School Trustees and Ratepayers 
> his Government's undertaking to assume 


l e 

$ ae a coming year, and that school 

: advised next month of 

by which it is to be done. vee 

bie is the enswer of Mr. Drew, who is also 
ter of Education, to the clamant criticism 

levelled at him for months i 


= commendable patience, justified by the sincerity 

of his purposs. Any fainmindea Person would 
> Tealize that so great a change in Providing for 
5 Education costs under a system Which has grown 
= Grom Pioneering simplicity to much complexity 
~«ithout departing from a fundamental principle 
. Drew made the 


_™ust be made. If he asked time to consider 

` the Multiplicity of details, it should have been 

Viewed as an expression of his earnestness in 
establishing a sound basis for the future. 

In stating that the method to be followed will 

be available in a little more than two weeks, it 

~ is made clear that a great part of the work has 


been done, although Mr. Justice Hope, the Royal | 


Commissioner, has yet to take up the academic 
and financial poinis entrusted to him. It prob- 
ably is significant that when the details go out 
they will be addressed to the school boards 
rather than the councils which have had to find 
the funds for mounting school costs. In this 
connection it is pertinent to recall the terms 
under which the pledge was given: 

There will be a sweeping revision of our 
whole system of real estate taxation so that 
the owning and improvement of homes and 
farm land, which are the very foundation 
of our society, will not be discouraged by 
excessive taxation. As an initial step in 
that direction, the Provincial Government 
will assume at least 50 per cent of the school 
taxes now charged against real estate. It 
is, however, to be clearly understood that 
this change will not affect the authority of 
the local school boards. 

This initial aim will have to be kept in mind 
when the tendency arises to compare benefits 
obtained in various localities. There is a qif- 
ference between rural areas-where realty-is~the 
only source of municipal income and urban dis- 
tricts where auxillary forms of taxation are 
found. In many rural municipalities most of 
the tax levy goes to education, and is so high 
that the other amenities are neglected. In a 
city like Toronto about 37 per cent went to 
schools this year, in tho case of public schools, 
with separate school costs relatively higher. 
The rural districts as a whole will gain more 
than the urban ones, and among them are areas 
where the new system will bring greatly essen- 
tial relief. 

There is another aim, however, which out- 
weighs the {irst in importance: the desire, as 
expressed by the Premier, to assure, as far as 

ossible, equality of educational opportunity 


id be proportionately meagre. creer 


nite 


Ran) 
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Thè mMmmensity ot the undertaking 189 Ape 
parent at once when it is reallzed that the Prov- 
ince has 5,827 school boards, and, as the Premier 
explained, “hardly any two of them have 
exactly the same local problems” ‘To havo 
reached the point where the program of ald can 
be adopted in 1945 js an achlevement for which 
the Government should have the fullest praise. 

The school program is undoubtedly the most 
difficult of the 22 pledges given, due to its com- 
plex nature. Premier Drew has already done a 
great deal by reorganizing the department of 
which he took personal charge,because of his 
great interest in the welfare of youth. He lost 
no time in proceeding to implement his full pro- 
gram. He has done a remarkable job so far, 
and this should testify to his earnestness in 
carrying through his undertaking in behalf of 
the school children. 

e 


The New Disunity 


Thinking citizens have good cause for appre- 
hension over the disunity into which this nation 
has been plunged. Few can longer argue its 
causes, Even in attempting to do that which 
immutable facts and public opinion drove him to 
do, Prime Minister King could not act forth- 


rightly. He could not say conscription is neces- | 


sary; we shall have conscription. He had to at- 
‘tempt one last partisan manoeuvre in the hope 
of saving political power. 

In doing so, he spread greater misunderstand- 
ing, new disillusionment, deeper resentment in 
all sections of the country. But it is not nowa 
partitioning of the country—one Province against 
eight—which we have to fear most. 
long all consideration for unity has been focused 
on what Quebec might do or refuse to do. There 
has developed what amounts to a psychosis, an 
absorbing fear that only she could destroy the 
whole, Seldom if ever have our so-called leaders 
measured the danger to unity from the other 
side, the effect upon the people of the other 


eight Provinces of constant submission to’ 


minority rule. 

It is that disunity, the separation of the dis- 
illusloned, discouraged, frustrated individuals 
which we have most to fear. The seed of that 
disunity is well and widely sown. Recently Mr. 
Ralph Allen, The Globe and Mail's war correspon- 
dent, whose vividly human despatches appear in 
many newspapers, wrote of the reaction of 
battle-weary Canadian troops to the reinforce- 


For too’ 


eee 


ment crisis. He described one group “almost as 
weary of the draft Issue as of the war itself,” 
and observed: i 
Trom this group will come the twisted 
jdenlisie and full-time cynics of Canada's 
next postwar generation. 
That sentence Is well worth pondering. In 
It Is the whole slory of what a cowardly man- 
| power policy has done, “The twisted idealists 
and fulltime cynics... ." How do men who 
voluntarily accepted the full sacrifice of war 
get this way? Surely there is nothing Partisan, 
nothing sectional, nothing racial in their judg- 
ment? How would any one walting for help 
that did not come get this way? Away for years 
and out of touch, those disillusioned young minds 
have only their own response to first principles, 
their own conception of what is fair, decent and 
equitable to guide them. And so they judge, 
Is it any wonder that after five years they 
should become full-time cynics? To what lead- 


` ership kave thcy to look for fairness, decency 


and equity in the future? But they are not 
alone. A full harvest of twisted, disordered dis- 
senters is being reaped at home. We have only 
to go back as far as last Thursday. In Quebec 
there have been demonstrations. There the 
Union Jack and the English-language news- 
papers have again been set upon as the symbols 
of racial hatred. Who will dare call it a natural 
reaction? Has it not been induced by Govern- 
ment policy? 

In British Columbia at least four’ military 
camps have seen demonstrations against the 


| Government's policy. At Prince George, head- 


quarters of the 6th Division, there were three 
demonstrations in two days. At Vernon 200 
demonstrators risked serious breach of discipline 
and assault of an officer to protest. Is it natural 
that men trained in the same uniform should 
ch ee one another? Is their animosity not 
e outcome of a two-arm i 
never have been? a Ne neci 
At Oakville, Ont., on the outskirts of Toronto, 
there has been friction developing betw en 
French-speaking draftees, stationed there se a 
labor corps, and the townsfolk. Oakville is not 


There is not 
Not having done so. 


on which it has had t 

o act. 
. Had the national ` 
and stated the truth 


have refused to Had the Prime 


courage to stand forth three 
t Wednesday, and stated 
t, would things not have 
All that was required 
Statement of why full 


— 


ightened 
Defense Units 


-PARTY'S FUTURE 


By R. K. CARNEGIN 
Ottawa, Nov. 26 (CP).—A thought- 
ful and experienced member of 
Parliament today told the Canadian 
Press he was confident the fate of 
the Liberal Government would 
hinge on how Hon, J. la Ralston, 
torinet iotkenirs <Wricléten,,. eins, Sh | Ottawa, Nov- 96 (Glatt) Tension 
Erina Ahlen NEO AA e oe q |remalned high tonigh In military 
EE A Eotiac i TO nba vJeamps of the Poelle Command fol- 
ia owing AV ond dem- 


Provosls followed the marchers 
as they snaked through the town, 
bul no attempt was made to check 

piting snowstorm 


{he parade. A 
hod that effect, and the men quickly 


ù separate woelt- 


“Tf Col. Ralston votes co netrations by Home Defonse 
` j ller Saturd everal 
in the Government,” he Sia, ah > te inat (he King Govern- dlepersed. Eare" nies i 
a sald, 'Jiroopo agains hundred draftees paraded through 
s of Terrace, an inland 


jment’s conseription policy a the street 


T think the Government will stand, 


but if he votes ‘no’ the: 1 
n it seems ay {hroughoul Canada A 

to me e: r yaflee camps n about 100 miles east of Prince 
nough members will follow have boon subjected to ght disclp- Kart, in the- northern part of 
They shouted 


British Columbia. 
“pown with the Canadian Legion,” 
with conscription.” 


Nnopand here were nd. now ae 
rbaneos In Quebec, where 
ing t Thursday bhouted |as well as “Down 


his lead that even if the Mi 
nistry 

is not defeated the margin would 

be so small that Mr. King would 


f seriously consider resigning” students Ins 
: S N came 
The debate will open tomorrow Two unlden tited Sing during the 
In addition 


demonstration. 
Naame ficer who was bruised and 
hen hit by a marcher, 
pushed around 
he attempted to break up the 
arade. No arrests were made., ‘At 
officially stated 

d “headquarters 
js for anxiety 


in the House when Mr, King will 
move his confidence motion in a 
speech in which he Is expected to 
state the Cabinet's policy now that 
authority has been taken under 
Order-in-Council to send 16,000 
draftees overseas. 

If all those so far dissatisfied with 
the Government united against the 
motion, the anti-conscriptionists be- 
cause they oppose this step by the 
Ministry and the others because 
the step has not gone far enough, 
they could only muster 9S of the 
245 seats in Commons, 11 are vacant. 

So the Canadian Press inform- 
ant has figured it out that it all 
depends on how Col. Ralston votes. 
If he votes “yes” to Mr. King’s 


newspaper pbuilding. 

Home Defense troops | y 
B,C. staged thre 
two days, and o 
knocked down an 
when he urged 
“preal It up” Rene Gouin, a mem- 
bor of an army anit 

r orge, B.C, was 
Prince Geo Ee yosts yesterday bY|in the situation. 


over to army prov 
Provincial Police after making TeS | Pwo provosts Hurt 


titution of $12 for renown wat Chilliwack, B.C, a town In the 
flagpole and’ tearing > j 
i? cantare Pe are searching Fraser Valley, two platoons-of ap- 
for a companion of Gouin. The flag- p 
tearing incident came in the wake 
by 800 Home Defense 
soldiers in Prince George Saturday 
afternoon. They shouted “Down 


\ motion then the Government would 

i have a majority which, taking with- conscription.” Later they|W 

34 cognizance that the Opposition poarded trucks and returned to 

f would be completely divided, would camp. 4 

3 it Mr. are IE te e a olio Reports Conflicting this war, John Davidson; was push- 

q the C. C. F. members are likely to There were conflicting reports of|eq into the road by the marching 

>. | follow him on the ground that if the size of the Vernon disturbances. | men, but was not hurt. The unit 
One despatch referred to petween|involved in the demonstration is 

composed of English and French 


300 and 900 men from Vernon mili- 
tary camp taking part in the anti-| Canadians from all parts of Canada. 
conscription demonstration. De-|Chilliwack is 75 miles east of Van- 

fense Headquarters here late Satur- | couver. 

,|day placed the figure at some 200,| The Prince George disturbance è 


F the policy is good enough for him 

: t it is good enough for them. 

E But if Mr. Ralston decides the 

2 Government’s proposal is not good 
enough and votes against it, then 


h 


4 

d it is believed, other English speak- |: i e 

g ing Liberals would follow his lead | declaring the incident was of “small |was featured by the flag-tearing in- 

$ and that is where the possibility propor ane. cident. The soldier held responsible % 
The Vernon soldiers paraded four |for tearing the flag, Rene Goiun, is 


arises of the Government losing out. 

Never since the defeat of the 
Government of Rt. Hon. Arthur 
Meighen in 1926 has the vote of 
one private member meant so much. 


abreast in the street and called for|alleged to have removed it from a 
gonso Iarin of wealth and indus-|fiagpole at the newspaper office of 

y as well as manpower. ‘the Prince George Citizen late Sat- 
urday night. ae 

A window in the Canadian Legion 
hall at Courtenay, B.C.,.was proken 
by draftees from a camp at Sand- 
wick, two miles away, No attempt 
was made to break up’the parade. 
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| ‘Words, Words, Words’ ` 


Hamilton, Nov. 26 (Staff).—Ac” 
cording to Reyenue Minister: Colin 
Gibson, member for Hamilton West, < 
the form of conscription. imposed by 
the Order-in-Council- last -Week is 
“full and complete”. -The decision 
to send only. 16,000 _draftees over- 
seas immediately indicates a limi- 
tation in requirements, not in Gov- 
ernment support of the men over- 
seas, he claimed. “With the excep- 
tion of one, members of the Govern- 
ment have endorsed the policy 
unanimously, and additional- draf 
tees can be sent overseas by the 
Cabinet at a moment’s notice.” He 
expressed confidence that the move 
will receive the support in all parts 


the following lines, in a certain bit- 
lord? . terness of spirit, about what he had 
Hamlet—Words, words, words! abrerved i They eem yew appli- 
o the political impasse in|. 
And that last line nne ap aaa Canada at present; ‘ 
how we feel after reading Sir. Mac-| They shall not return to us, the 
kenzie King’s letters in reply to Col. strong men coldly slain 
Ralston. And “words, words, The slant, of Help (dented! team: fdu to 
words,” was no doubt the reflection 
of many people after listening re- 
cently to Mr. King's circumlocu- 
tory and casuistic speech on the 
air In the country’s hour of crisis: 
What manner of man is this who {ind í 
How softly but how swiftly they have 


juggles with words, adroitly, before mils Ai 

ja " k to power 

a drop-curtain behind which de-| g the favi ac power 

ploy the most stupendous tragedies| ~” kina? or and contrivance of thelr 

Pra ee of the country and “that the mag: 
i uneces-| E” 1 . 

With regard to the word “neces en AA pie Sate nificent war effort of Canada wil 
sary,” which comes up in the corre-| Even while they make a show ne ar neveantinued Gnimpalred.” 
spondence, one would pesume! ma Do they call upan their debtors, ear 
ht Canadian took tha To ‘confirm and tition trien 

rimarily, necessary- career? each 

inra-military-sene® Go). Balsam ne They do indeed! 

ex-soldier, and man of aciion, | © 
Jdoubtedly did); nevertheless, Mr. Toronto. Edith Willock Smith. 

King seems to Imply subtly that was — 
snot his definition. Can, such things 
be, or have I read It wrongly? 

“When I use a word,” Humpty 
Dumpty said, “It means just what 
I choose it to mean—nelther more 
nor less.” 

Well, we all know what happened 
to Humpty Dumpty! +» . and all the 
king's horses and men couldn't help 
him (so the P.M. shouldn't rely on 
the “zombies” too much). 
Kipling’s View 

Rudyard Kipling, in the last war, 
deplored politicians s0 often med- 

Ìn, military. mat to the 
r WIO 


Polonius—What do you read, my 


ay: 
But the men who edged th 
A ana chla, them in ee aee 
ey too stron 5 
avers g and wise to put 


Shall we only threat h 
I meo Ye $ en and be angry 
When the storm is ended shall we 
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m the contrary it is active; 
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N WILL THIS CONFUSION END? 
Over tho entire policy of the Government on 
the conscription issum there has descended an air 
of curious unreality, The absence of frankness 
and consistency has produced a cloud of bewlld- 
erment and contradiction, A clear demand is 
being met with hesitance, Forced by battieficld , 
realities into a change In its standing policy, the 
Government is secking to resirict the extent of 
the change and even to disguise {ls implications, 

Nothing is more curious than the Way Jn which 
the change came to be adopted. On October 3!— 
less than a Month ago—Prime Minister W, L. 
Mackenzie King requested the resignation of Col, 
J. L. Ralston on the grounds that Col, Ralston 
believed that the Home Defence personne! should 
be used to fill reinforeement gaps which could be 
met in no other way, On November 8—only 10 
days ago—the Prime Minister addressed the na- 
tion by radio to declare that the Government was 
committed to the voluntary system, On Novom- 
ber 16—only 11 days ago—Goen, A, G, L. Me- 
Naughton publicly and forcibly denied rumors to 
the effect that ho had in any way changed hls 
mind upon the feasibility of malntaning the 
voluntary system, 

But this same consistent declaration of Gov- 
ernment policy was maintained throughout the 
first day of the special session of Parliament, In 
a remarkably prolonged address before the House 
on Thursday, November 23—only four days ago— 


: : olicy ot | conscription raises 
‘iufalles other than the obvious fearfulness that 
otivates Jt. For partial conscription is the most 
te ir of all methods of raising troops. It is an 
aan laty principle of military administration 
tab ne: soldiers should receive fair and equal 
na tr To make conscription partial is to 
male ‘Inevitably discriminatory. Under this 
vata ne is left and another taken; one must 
Te anced while another is permitted to re- | 
taal id Canada; the men in one camp are abrupt- | | 
oy de subject to overseas service while those in 
re RA camp retain unchanged their Home De- 
PIR talus., It Is essential, now that the principle | 
te a tlon has been admitted, to make a 
“i als or the Home Defence Army subject to over- | 
just service, The dual categories should be 
ed. 
EL ee aon policy of partial conscrip- 
tlon anche deeply, will perpetuate and even 
slrongthen In the men of the Home Defence Army 
the feeling that they are to become involved fn 
still further political expedients: For several 
years they have been subjected by the Govern- 
ment Itself to all manner of slurs, because they , 
did nol volunteer. Now that the Government has 
accepted conscription, they are to be subject to 
discriminating methods of selection for theis, new 
overseas duties. The serious feature is te, tae 
Government, by Its uncoordinated and po tical y- 
minded policies, has created a group of pees 
malcontents, who are and will long remain, fert e 
ground for propaganda of a more extreme kind. 


Gen. McNaughton declared that the Government 
was determined to exhaust the voluntary system 
before drawing upon the Home Defence person- 
nel by compulsion, But on the very same day 
Gen. McNaughton announced that the order in 
council had been passed making the Home De- 
fence troops available for overseas service. The 
next day, Friday, he revealed that details for the 
despatch of the first 10,000 had already been 
worked out. 

Indeed, Gen. McNaughton himself admitted 
the abruptness with which the Government's 
policy had been changed, and admitted it in an 
oddly naive way. “Knowing the tremendous 


amount of detail which is required in working out 
a movement of that sort,” he remarked, “it gives 
a wonderful feeling of confidence in the minister, 
who after giving an order of the kind, can go 
back on the following morning and find that the 
thing is complete and is placed before him so 
that he has merely to say, ‘Yes, that is satisfac- 
tory’.” 

So it is that the country is presented with the 
spectacle of the Defence Minister maintaining 
until Thursday, November 23 that he was up- 
holding a policy different from his predecessor, 
and then adopting the policy and plans for which 
his predecessor was asked to resign. 

a Q z 

But the instability and furtiveness of the 
Government appears not only in its sudden 
change of mind, but in the fact that even after 
having accepted the necessity for conscription it 
fails again to face with any convincing frankness 
the implications of its new decision. Apparently 
it feels that conscription is so bad and dangerous 
a thing that it should be reduced to the smallest 
possible dimensions. In this way it seems to hope 
that the anti-conscriptionists, which Mr. King has 


insistently repeated would rend the country, will 
swallow a gnat, though they would strain at a 
camel. 

This furtiyeness, however, ignores the prin- 
ciple involved. Now that Mr. King himself has 
adopted conscription he is anxious that it should 
not appear as that same fearful thing which he 
has always sought to picture it. But his method 
recalls certain words of Matthew Arnold, the 
eminent English critic of the nineteenth century, 
Dealing with the difficulties that some persons 
had in his day in accepting the miraculous, he 
pointed out that these difficulties were not to be 
lessened by seeking to reduce the element of the 
miraculous to its smallst proportions, “It is as if 


we were startled,” he sald, “by the extravagance | 


of supposing Cinderella's fairy godmother to have 
actually changed the pumpkin into a coach and 
six, but suggested that she did no more than 
change it into a one-horse brougham,” Mr. King 
hopes that nobody will be unduly astonished at 
his conscription measure because it is so limiled. 
But the evidence is already becoming clear that 
he will receive little consideration from the anti- 
conscriptionists for the thoughtful softening of his 


licy, 
po. o ¢ 4 


1 at is happening is very clearly seen 
fae Pi that a thousand draftees from the 
camp at Vernon in British Columbia paraded 
down the town’s main street shouting: Conscript 
wealth and industry, as well as manpower. That 
slogan has a well-known party ring. 

From the evasion of its voluntary system the 
Government has now passed to a policy of evas- 
ive conscription. No good—no soundness of na- 
tional health—can come from such a continued 
failure in frankness. If the issue could only be 
` kept clear, the present Parliament could yet rise 
to it and meet it. We are simply faced with the 
inescapable obligation of seeing that the soldiers 
overseas receive our sufficient backing. We will 
neither serve the men abroad nor our nation at 
home unless we see matters clearly and act with 
clear purpose. In politics Mr. King has yet to 
prove that honesty is not the best policy. 


Raps Officers’ Resignations 
Sir,—Today came another an- 

nouncement of the resignation of a 

high military officer, Brigadier j 

McFarlane. What can our army of- $ z 

ficers be thinking of? Our army is 

facing the most crucial days, the 

final days of this war. 


Everyone agrees that the G 
er 
are prepared for a last ditch fight 


this time, wh 
, en our husbands, our 
men overseas, have a tight to ex- F 


\{ pect a united army command and 


country behind them, 


officers {o resign thelr 

midst of war? If our i 

they would be called desea a ; 
m sorry to say that is the Way I 


I 
féel about General St i A j 
iy Meranane a all the nthe, 

c i i i 5 i 
war, Their job tee. ryan ee 


cae arry on the 
Our Government, wi 

General ‘Mt » With the help of 
wonderful auehten, has built a 


ziven the country in this war, and 

and under difficult condi a ‘3 

ada has no reason to feel poe aol l g 
ontribution to the A vee 


ur dat tog? 
the least we can do 
(MRS.) BELLA 
Montreal, November 
Soca 
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\ Dearty, and even an enthusiastic 
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“IN [CARDIN IS T0 VOTRIS 
AGAINST OLD CHLER 


Former Cabinet Minister 


Says Conscription Now 
in Effect in Canada 


-_— 


NOISY MEETING HERE 


Cardin Says He Is Not to 
Announce Organization of 
New Canadian Polit- 
ical Party 


_Hon. P. J. A. Cardin, who re- 
| Signed from the Mackenzie King 
cabinet when the government 
amended the Mobdilization Act to 
Provide for overseas conscription, 
followed the plebdiscite for which 
Mr, Cardin asked the people to 
vote, talà a large crowd at the 
Chomedy school hall, Maisonneuve, 
last night that overseas conscrip- 
tion exists, and has existed since 
Mr. read the order-in-council 
to the House of Commons last 
Thursday. 


| Mr, Cardin said that he would 
| vote against the motion of confi- 
dence in the government, now be- 
fare the House of Commcns, 
Though its language was ambigu- 
ous and various interpretations were 
being given of it, he, Mr, Cardin, 
interpreted that motion in the light 
| of the order-in-council for sending 
conscripts overseas, Therefore, to 
vote for the motion meant voting 
Ex of overseas conscription, 


and he was against that today as in 
1942 when he had broken with the 
government of which he had been 


a member, | 

Mr. Cardin said he had not come 
to announce the formation of a poli- 
tical party, nor to launch any poli- 
tical creed, but merely to give thé 
people an accounting of his man- 
date in company with his young 
friend, Sarto Fournier, M.P. for 
Maisonneuve, who had followed the 
same line as he had at Ottawa, 


NOISY MEETING. 


‘There were only two speakers, 
one being Sarto Fournier and the 
other Mr. Cardin. Mr. Fournier did 
not make the speech he had gone to 
make, for there were groups of 
noisy people in the rear who made 
it almost impossible for him to con- 
tinue more than an odd sentence or 
two together, and Mr. Fournier 
used more than an hour in ad- 
dressing appeals to these trouble 
makers and asking them to see that 
Mr. Cardin was given a fair hearing. 

Mr. Cardin did get a fair 


e; ao 

Sauriol who had been Bloc Popu- 
laire Canadien candidate at the re- 
cent provincial elections, had been 
bodily put out of the hall for in- 
sisting that he be allowed to speak 
as Mr. Cardin was about to be- 
gin. Mr. Fournier tried to get Mr. |, 
Sauriol to desist, but it was in vain. 

Sauriol wanted 10 minutes on the 
platform, then five minutes, and’ 
when it was evident that he would 
not be silent, half a dozen mea 
seized him and escorted him out- 


| side. No blows were struck, as far 


as could be seen. 
Mr. Fournier's appeal to the 


j of silence about him so that people 


manifest thls sympathy openly at 
times, since It would expose m 
and thelr families to persecution, 
nnd political nnd social odium. 
They would be attacked by the 
papers in the other provinces. How- 
ever, Mr, Cardin felt that there 
was n strong sympathy with the 
Quebec position In the ‘other prov- 
inces, only waliting for the proper 
time to manifest Itself, 

Mr. Cardin pleadod for new 
medium of communication with the 
English provinces on behalf of the 
province of Quebec, and the French- 
Canadians, This was a sincere 
and heartfelt plea, he declared, 
which grew out of his long exper- 
fence {hat the English-speaking 
people of Quebec Interpret tho 
province of Quebee to thelr com- 
patriots in tho other provinces. It 
would be to thelr own interest and 
to the interest of Canada If the 
English-speaking people of Quebec, 
who lve in 
French-Canadinns, woro * always 
fairly treated, and enabled to get 
rich In the province, were to bo the 
ambassadors and properly explain 
she French-Canadian attitude to the 


of Ontario and other provinces 
wanted nothing more than to un- 
dorstand how the French-Canud- 
fans fecl in this matter of conserip- 
(ion, but unfortunately they were 
ot told, True, said Mr, Cardin, 
ere had been men from this 
province, French-Canadian lead- 
ers, who had gone into the other 
rovince to claim the rights of 
uebec and the French-Canadians, 
but they had not spoken clearly, 
and had surrounded their demands 
with flowers. 


Mr. Cardin still showed he had 
retained his charm of speaking, 
once he had got under way. He 
said he had never .sought honors, 
and admitted that he could have 
had honors by getting out of the 
cabinet peaceably, but had pre- 
ferred principles, as had Sir Wil- 
frid Laurier. Those who had fol- 
lowed Laurier, as he had done 
many years ago, he said, did not 


many 
ing peo Ie including 
8 


harmony with the |, 


think they measured up to the! 
Laurier stature but he for one in- 
tended to follow his example, 
come what may. He felt that time 
would justify him, even if those 
who had rushed to take his estate 
when he had dropped out had 
hastened to establish a campaign 


would forget him. There were 
some independent papers which 
mentioned what he did, and he 
was grateful to them. 


HAS NO REGRETS. 


_“I do not regret what I did and 
if it were all to do over again I 
would do it,” sald Mr. Cardin. “I 
have the proud satisfaction of 
knowing that I had the respect of 
the House, specially the English- 
speaking members, on the stand I 
took. They had congratulated me 
on my act of courage.” 

Mr. Cardin said that the French- 
Canadians have done their full 
duty in this war, and if the matter 
was properly viewed they had done 
more than their English-speaking 
compatriots, for there had to be 
taken into consideration the fact 
that the English-Canadlans in com- 
ing forward in this war had listen- 
ed to their blood and hearts, and 
this could not be expected of a 
people whose blood, mentality, and 
education was different. The 
French-Canadians who had gone 
overseas had done so after deliber- 
ate reflection, These things should 
be explained in the other provinces. 

Men such as Major McLennan of 
Halifax spoke for the best English 


'| thought in Canada, said Mr. Car- 
.|din, and he recommended that those 
.| English people of Quebec who 
‘| might hesitate to defend the French- 


Canadians to the other provinces 
should read the McLennan speech. 
Major McLennan had strongly de- 
nounced the odious campaign being 
waged against French-Canadians, 
As to the present conscription is- 
sue, Mr. Cardin sald that, unfor- 


| 


| send overseas all other 
Coa na in uniform and those 
ho would be conscripted in the 
ulure, That order-in-councll must 
be read In conjunctlon with the 
onfidence, g 
malon es the intentlon of voting 
net this motion, as Lee 
| the other measures a 
seo sted,” said Mr. Cardin, the 
other measures being those dealin 
with gifts to’ Britain and Allie 
nations, . 

. Cardin said that a western 
nE had put the situation well 
when he had said that perhaps 
Canada had taken a too big mouth- 
ful, and had elaborated too great 
a war program. If so, sald Mr. Car- 
din, let Canada reduce that pro- 
ram according to its means and 
ircumstances. Mr. Cardin said that 
he prayed that a ray of light would 
be shed upon the minds of those 
who rule the country, and that 
next week would see a change of 
heart, even if it was only one many 
changes which Mr. King had made. 
There were many eople in On- 
tarlo, he said, who did not want to 
swallow conscription, but did not 
say so because they did not have 
the same liberty as the people in 
Quebec, even. liberty to shout at 
speakers as this evening. There was 
once a premier in this country, one 
who had gone overseas, who had 
expressed a true Canadianism, one 
of “Canada First” to use his own 
words, and that sentiment existed 
with many people in the other 
provinces. 


FULL CONSCRIPTION. 


=-Mr,=Gardin~said-there~is~a-great 
deal of cabal going about at pre- 
sent in regard to the motion of con- 
fidence waiting the attention of the 
House of Commons. Some people 


| whispered said that it did not mean 


what he, Mr. Cardin, believed it to 
mean, and that it meant a mitigated 
system of conscription, “just a little 
conscription.” Other whisperers said 
that if the motion was not voted it 
would mean something worse, and 
others said that the order-in-council 
was only a partial conscription. The 
order-in-council was full conscrip- 
tion, he said. Then, there were peo- 
ple who said if the riotion was not) 
voted there would be a union gov- 
ernment, and we must be careful not 
to have a union government. 

“I am not afraid of a union gov- 
ernment,” said Mr. Cardin, “A 
union government is not dangerous 
because it was a union government, 
but a government, union or other- 
wise, was dangerous for what it 
did. It is the policy of a govern- 
ment which may be dangerous. I 
am not afraid of a union govern- 
ment composed of men of goodwill, 
men such as Major McLennan, for 
example, What could a union gov- 
ernment do more as regards con- 
scription? We have it. A union gov- 
ernment would not have~to give 
itself the trouble of imposing con- 


, scription. We have conscription im- 


posed by this government, and it 
exists at the present moment. It 
haz been in force since November 


nm mave z 


trouble makers, whose grievance, 
or ostensible grievance, was that he 
had advised the people to vote “yes 

in the plebiscite, was not to make 
of overseas conscription a racial af- 
fair, and thereby lose the sympath 

and help of English-speaking citi- 
zens in the other provinces, and 
he felt that such 5 mpatby and sup- 
port for the French-Canadian view- 


tunately, what he had predicted in 
1942 had now happened, and con- 
scription existed. Col, Ralston had 
been ousted because he wanted 
,| conscription, and Gen. McNaughton 
a man of integrity, without a poli- 
tical past, and who deserved credit 
for his fine work, had been called 
In, and announced by Mr, King as 
a man who favored the voluntary 
system and was against conscrip- 
tlon. Mr, Blog had made that mat- 
ter clear In .his radio speech, Mr. 
Curdin said. 

Parliament had been called for 
November 22 for the purpose of 
hearlng the explanations of Gen. 
McNaughton against a conscription 
policy, but before the general 
could speak, Mr, King read an or- 
der-in-council putting conscription 
into effect. His new minister was + 
not given a chance to explain his 
views on the subject, and yet Par- 
liament. had been called for that 

der-in-council spoke 
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Canalan Pres ls coriusively entitled to the uso for 


WILLING OR NoT? 
a demonstrations by Home Defence 
t pops in British Columbia iu become 


These exhibitions, how- 
rify for the Canadian 


MENTS ON 


sory service, but it is clear now from Britis! 
Columbia accounts that many of the demons 
Those 
for example, who shouted, “Conscript wealtt 


trators were not’ French-Canadians. 


as well as men,” were repeating a C.C.F 
slogan, Anyone who knows the French. 
Canadian and his attitude toward compulsory 
service will know that men using this slogan 
were not of that race. 

We have the further testimony of the 


| pacific Command on this question. It stated: 
t “Troops taking part in the parades were not, 


confined to any one nationality, but com- 
prised 2 cross-section of all Canadian prov- 
inces.” „That is conclusive. 

In a peculiarly worded section of the same 
statement, the Pacific Command declares: 
“Jt appeared from their slogans—shouted as 
they marched—that the demonstrators were 
protesting what they termed a ‘phoney con- 
scription’ and expréssing their disapproval of 
a form of compulsion which they considered 
discriminatory.” The Officer Commanding, 
in his next paragraph, appeals to all ranks 
undor_hie _poramumyd—Lle—wefraln fromm any Acts 
of an unsoldierly nature. It may quite 
properly be asked whether, by inserting such 
an interpretative paragraph in his announce- 
ment, the Officer Commanding was not him- 
self guilty of a breach of his own regulations, 

As to the merits of the troops’ complaint 
thore need be little controversy. Only a few 
days ago the country was assured by a num- 
ber of unit commanding officers that these 
men would not volunteer but would willingly 

Hither these commanding 


o if ordered. 
orate were not fully informed about the 


eir men, or they injected into 


f th 
feelings ° ussion of the:lssue a statement 


the public disc 


waat has now become of the men's will- 
ingness' to go if ordered? Their announced 
willingnéss 13 ‘denied by -their actions during 
the past, few, days,, ,The.fact remains that if 
they are needed they will be sent. As sol- 
diers under military discipline they had no 
right to participate in the demonstrations 
Staged. In one case they arrived at their 
parading point in military trucks. Did they 
use these with the acquiescence of their 
commanding officers? If they did, discipline 
in these Homo Defence units must be ex- 
tremely lax, and the commanding officers 
have something to-answer for to the Depart- 
ment of National Defence. 


GEN. McNAUGHTON’S TRIBUTE 
TO COLONEL RALSTON 


Gases McNAUGHTON and Colonel 
Ralston have been at odds over the 


eS eee 
differences of Opinion, General McNaugl 


method by which reinforcements should be Selzed an opportunity to pay high Gane 


provided for the Canadian Army overseas. In 
the House debate the former Minister 


of tion Colonel Ralston developed. 


the efficiency of the departmental organ 


1 
| 


sa 
National Defence questioned his successor Ho The new Minister was clarifying for 


closely and, with the brilliance of the cross- 


deal of information, 

Both on the floor of the House and in the 
galleries it was noted, however, that- these 
two men who might be forgiven for Seeking > 
personal vindication, maintained a high level 
of dehate which should serve as an example 
to the other Participants, At no time has 
elther man lost his temper, at no Point ia 
their discussion has there been exhibited that: 
back-biting technique so often employed by 
the Member who addresses himself not to the 
issue before the House but to his constituents 
baek homo, 

The former Minister of National Defence 
and his successor are equally concerned to get 


reinforcements to the Canadians overs, 
That 


ments overseas 
examining lawyer, elicited from him a great arranged for, 


use the decision to send 16,000 rein 
in addition to troops alre 


“I called the staff in the Departmer 
together yesterday morning before 
came up to make this announci 
here,” General McNaughton said. "I1 
those officers this morning t 
Proposition was completely worl 
as regards the selection and dispate 
the first 10,000, namely, those to 
December and January. Knowi 
honourable Member does, the 
amount of detail which is 
Working out a movement of 
creates a wonderful feeling of 
on the part of the Minister 
Siving a general order of the 
Eo back the following morning 
that the thing is complete and 
before him so that he has n 
Yes, that is satisfactory’. 
Colonel Ralston: "That | 
People call + à 


General. 


Í 


| overseas, and we took that 


Thi ‘ 
tion which 
kami would 


“it described in the. press. 


BP eis in this 


‘my office at which th 


3 
Ottawa, November = © —Fol- 
low are excerpts from Pri 
Minister Mackenzie King's three: 
hour speech to the Commons today. 


On Conscription Background: 

When I asked this House to enter 
the war honorable members were 
ajl, I think, of one mind with res- 
pect to one of the conditions under 
which we would be prepared to 
take part in the conflict. It was 
that there would be no conscription 
for the sending of men overseas. , 


When that appeal (the 1040 elec- 
tion) was made members of al) 
partes 


Me o 
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MI 


rA RAEES ent 
Points from Graydon’s Speech 


Ottawa, November 27-0 Following are excerpts from the specch 


Of Gordon Greydon, 
Commons tonight: 


This crisis, which is of 
reinforcement crisis, js SAP WEA 
the government itself could have 
met and solved hed it taken the 
courage to do sò without allowin 
g i ha gat ma proportions that f 

urdin j. 

ing our people Hae R and distress 
t us not forget that 

in this war do not eg was 


appeared before the L k appen to be 
End state 1 think for the neang | Canadians; the 
part, what their position would be Germany 


with regard to conscription. At any 
rate, members of the administration 
took the position that there should 
not be conscription for service 
sitron 
not because of any statute but be- 
cause most of us, if indeed not all 
of`us, had a moral obligation which 
we appreciated very deeply. We 
had given our word, no one more 

ly than eli, speaking be- 
fore the war broke out, that if war 
came the country would not resort 
to conscription for service overseas. 

The government was returned by 
@ very large majority. It had its 
mandate to aay a the war to 
carry it on without resort to con- 
Scription ... 

I had my colleagues join in pre- 
senting to the people (following the 
fall of France and “fresh agitation 
for conscription) a plebiscite which 
would enable us to be free from 
any moral obligation that had been 
given up to that time... 

I have never been able to under- 


stand why honorable members 
should since have maintained, as 
some of them have maintained— 


not many but some of them—and 
the greal organizations throughout 
the country, even an_ organization 
such es the Canadian Legion of the 
British Empire Service League, that 
there was, as a result of that 
plebiscite, a mandate on the part 
of the country to the government 
to carry out conscription. 

That is an entire falsification of 


the interpretation of the plebis- 
eite... 
Bill 80 was brought into the 


House ün 1842) in order to make 
it perfectly clear that the govern- 
ment would have thereafter the 
right to take such steps and actions 
with respect to conscription 2s it 


might be necessi to take, eith 

conscription in whole or concrip- 

tion to 2 limited extent That bul 
con- 


recognized the principle of 
car 
scription. P e e 


On Col. Ralston's Views: 


Col Ralston, the former Minis- 
ter of National Defence, for a long 
time has believed that it might be 

to resort to conscripton 


he and I were determined that it 
shoal: d not become a Kjng-Ralston 
‘conflict or battle. as I have seen 


extent that each has 
a certain point of view 
been standing for the 
that we know are 
at the present 


To the 


of view 

is country 

Paes afte: October 18, the 
oon (October 18, 

$ ee s re! from 


eat he had 

that he ha 

(Col. Ralston) told me n ae n 
secured mey 
tary metho 

the wo to take ad- 
to send men 
er compulsion... . 
pease us that this 
t become cri- 
migh me 


e minister 


not arise uni 
e clearly under- 
able members in 

lize that while 


atier AN eat impo 
aree. necessitated, we have 
5 running no risks so far as our 
ering men overseas are concern- 


Bw, &. 


i h 
our enemies are 
cruel aggressor nations ol 


and Japan, and let us 
debate with that thought denen 
and properly in our minds... 


The public want us 
in this parliament an 


haltinich 


fo ne a job 
a salisfied Wi a 
job... . They 
Want any more cabinet mone 
They do not want any more delays 
in providing Aelp for 
Ear oss ayara, aay 
k " ave this parlia: 
just that order (the oren a 
Providing authority for over- 
seas conscription af 16,000), res- 
tricted as ìt is for 16,000 troops for 
gee from the NRM.A, 
no nk we sh P ` 
pleted E N 5 all have com 
When we leave this parli 
with an order-in-council such re 
have now, which the Prime Minis- 
ter says covers all these men but 
which does not dispatch or direct 
them, then we are running our- 
selves right into a headwind again 
and it 1s quite possible and indeed 


with a 


our hard- 


| probable that we shall have more 


: 


necessary z 
for service overseas to provide the 
necessary reinforcements. siis. 

When this question did come | 


cabinet crises for this nation to take 
care of in the futur v 

ea ieee ok e as we have 
The present 
ders to a parti 
compulsory 


government surren- 
policy of overseas 
service which some 
have labelled in the newspapers 
controlled conscription. ,.. 


of M. J. Coldwell, C.C.F. leader, in 


In our opinion the issue before 
parliament is reinforcements, not 
conscription. .. 

The government has not used the 
wide powers conferred upon them 
by the Act (the National Resources 
Mobilization Act) to imposed a to- 
tel war effort by conscripting the 
financial institutions, the war in- 
dustries and accumulated wealth... 
Total war at least would have 
demanded that a thorough inven- 
tory should have been taken lon 
ago of all our resources. We shoul 
have decided the best contribution 


Progressive Conservative House leader, in the i 


When this orderein-counsl! la 
compared with the Kiska ordor-In- 
council (that authorizing the sond- 
ing of forces (o 
Kiska 


ment y 8 for some reason or other 


ment retreat 
trench, 

When this war Js over or when 
action in the Pacifice arena gols 
pndenivay aro those Canadians now 
serving In the European field o 
conflict to be asked to go to fight 
in the Pacific while men drafled 
ünder the N.R.M.A, remain in Can- 
ada? a, 

I do not think the Prime Min- 
ister should use the House of Tom- 
mons for a sounding board for an- 
other election cry—"“King or An- 
archy in Canada."... 

I want to make it clear and plaln 

—so plain that it cannot be misun- 
derstood—that we in this party 
have been ready and willing to co- 
operate with the government in 
every possible way relative to the 
war effort... 
,, But may I say that our great dif- 
ficulty has been that the govern- 
ment has ‘not gone. far enough in 
the direction of total war... 

I think the underlying reason fov 
the lack of confidence in the ad- 
ministration of the Prime Minister 
is that he has not his heart in the 
legislation which has just been 
passed by the order-in-council. It 
seems to me that he has lost the 
contidenes of the House at this 

e. 


Points of Coldwell Speech 


Ottawa, November 27.@—Following are excerpts from the speech 


the Commons tonight: 


GAZ 


NISTER KING 


On the Cabinet es P 
4 { for reinforcements) | 
en hg on the very eve of vic- | 
tory. ees 
embers wonder 
Da ,tronerels flerence of view 
at the time as to 
best method to 
ay this, that the 
Ite prepared. once 
ta had been JA efore us 
fe minister, to accept the vlew 
{h re was need, for additional 
et acrons. 
elpa set ac hal arose was 
mothod, whether to supply. 
ditlonal numbers of men to 
ree the armies overseas we 
bandon the volunteer en- 


he, 
Rat 


conscription 


' Inuo 
th comuestion was whet of ae two 
najhodas was prala ble pr. W 


ro somo WAY 
ituation other’ than resorting 


eme ot the other, ... 

phe ee hie House If I can concelve 
bt ‘any obligation that a ministry 
evor had placed upon It which was 
more onerous than the obligation to 
find some solution of this problem. 
Short of a complete preak-up of the 
overnment itself at a time of war. 
As I speak I want honorable mem- 
bers to realize thls, that ney 
situations were being creat 

Wwilhin Canada which were very 
unsettling. A measure of unrest was 
being organized the like of which 
has not been seen in the history of 
‘Canada before, not even in a poli- 
tical campaign, One may condemn 
the movement, the day will come 
when it will be exposed and will be 
fully condemned. But in a ministry, 
unfortunately, one cannot escape 
the responsibility that goes with 
meeting every situation that arises, 
and a new condition of affairs has 
arisen in this country is a result 
of that organized propaganda for 
conscription in Canada. A new con- 
dition and a very serious condi- 


to 


| Of the House 


Ottawa. November 210p 
ut S: 

he 

sufficient As 


Vote | 


Inister Mackenzie Kj 
in the Commons that 
ud ss he nets 

om his OWN party n 
eo In the governa 

r, King sald that he ; 
ony on with a low majority! w 
r, King said he w 4 

unless he Rot sulliclent sa aT 

from his own party, He w 

gary on It he dait he did 
support of the lar; 

of his PER party. se majo 
t, King sald he would not 

lo carry on “one moment” 

Bovernment hod not the conf, 

e of Commons, > 

Responsibility for deciding wh 

er the government carried on ie 

rested on the members of the Han 

“Furthermore,” said Mr. King 
am not goin attempt to’ ean 
on alone with the su of | 
Broups opposite. If I don't h 
sufficient group of my own pë 
on which I can rely I will not cap 

n " 4] 


Turning to his cabinet coll 
he sald he would gladi step ai 
for any one of them the Hos 
hi greater coutidence in 

cabinet colleague) than in 
(Mr. King). 

“Call in Bracken,” (John Brac 
national Progressive Con 
leader) said a Progressive 
vative. 4 

Mr, King said Mr, Bracken wa 
not a member of the House and ë 
the main purpose was to get hel 
to the men overseas at on 4 
doubted if that purpose would 
furthered by proposing Mr. Brad 
en's name to the Governor-Generz 
“McNaughton (Defence Mi 
McNaughton) is not a member @ 
the House,” said Hon. W; Earl Ro 
(P.C., Dufferin-Simcoe), 

Mr. King went on to ask Gordo 
Graydon, ogressive Conservati 
House leader, M. J. Coldwell, C.CF, 
leader, and John Blackmare, So. 
cial Credit leader, each to consider! 
whether he would be ready to forn 
a government if called upon to’ 
so some time this week. ; 


tion, a mighty serious condition had 
arisen atid it was one with which 
the government had to deal. k 
I want honorable members in 
judging the actions of administra- 
tion to keep clearly in their minds 
what it was that we had to take 
account of. In speaking of what we 
might have to do if we had to act 


it is done to poor the anti-con- | 
scriptionist followers of the govern- 
ment it fails miserably; and if it 
is done to assure our armies of 
vigorous support in the war effort 
it fails equally... . 

The government's policy is bad 
because it discriminates between 
men who have ‘been called to serve 
under the same law and under the 
same conditions. This will cause 
endless confusion now and, 


that this country could make and 
then decide what manpower we 
would need to expand our agricul- 
tural and industrial activities and 
{o maintain an army, navy and air 
force at proper strength in the 
theatres of war. This was never 
done. s> .. g 

The public examination of Gen. 
McNaughton convinced me that re- 
inforcements are needed and that 
for various reasons. ,. - The volun- 
tary system of raising reinforce- 
ments for our forces overseas. is 
ate nateties represented ‘in’ this 
House repudiated in 1940 the policy 
of conscription for overseas ser- 
vice—all parties. There were no ex- 
ceptions. ... 

From the discussion , last week 
we cannot aen the order alley to 
cil as a sound or pro, 
meet the needs of the armed 
forces, ..- 

To my mind it looks less than 
adequate and certainly it is not 
statesmanLke in this grave hour. 


footing? 


So far no adequate steps have| On fhe Cabinet Crisis: 


been taken to ensure a tola 
effort, nor has this Sarin 
made adequate re-establishment 
proposals involving plans for full 
employment when the war ends, 


“Throughout the war fear of post- 
war conditions was interferred with 


recruiting and the government has| the fact that the war was obviously 


neither plan nor policy to remove 


or even to mitigate to a sufficient] tention to statements that had been 


extent this fear. Now, then, can this 


Wann be ae - 1-3 ae 
ence in the government's policy. . , 
to maintain a vigorous war effort 
when its proposals fall far short of 
obvious requirements?, ., 

As to the official. opposition as 
the alternative to the government, 
may saw that their own irrespon- 
sibility during this controversy and 
this'debate makes it impossible for 
this House or the country to place 
any confidence’ in their intentions 
or ability. Personally I think theirs 


has been a really shocking display 
of political manoeuvering, 


opinion, grave eiticulties in’ thel 

uture, Since reinforcements can ‘se i i s 
only be obtained in one way why ee ee ES 
not place all the men on the same s: í d 9 


under Bill 80 I used in this House 
the words that the government 
would only act under that measure 
when it deemed it was necessary 
and, I added, advisable. Those two 
words carry great weight—neces- 


| sary with regard to what was es- 


sential to the maintenance of our 
forces 


The members of the Cabinet who 


felt that resort to conscription at |: 


this stage was not necessary natu- 
rally backed up that point of view 
by drawing attention to the five 
years of success that we have had 
under the voluntary system and to 


drawing near to a close, calling at- 


made by the Prime Minister of 
Britain that we were on the last lap 
of the war and statements made by 
other leaders as to what they be- 
lieved would be the further dura- 
tion of the war. 

I should perhaps make clear that 
t was about this time that Mr. 
Churchill added to what he had 
previously said that the war might 
ake very much longer to finish 
than was anticipated. That again 
had its bearing on the discussions. . 

What seemed hardest to under- 
stand was how, after all we had 
done and were doing to make Can- 
ada's effort a total effort, we should 
suddenly have to either accept or 
reject this obligation of sending ad- 
ditional men overseas under con- 
scription with all that that was cer- 
tain to mean. 
_ We felt very strongly that noth- 
ing had been denied the Army, from 
the beginning of the war up to that 
tlme which bey had requested as 
necessary for fighting overseas. 

I pan say this, and I am proud to 
say It. 

While Į am not a military man 
I have relied with absolute’ confi- 
dence on the exceedingly able men 
of military experience whom 
have had around me in the Depart- 
ments of Defence, and when they 
have come forward, while I have 
questioned time and again whether 
we might not be going a’ little too 
far, I have always had the assur- 


overseas, and advisable in 
the light of conditions not only in 
Europe but right in Canada at this 
time and what might be the con- 


Mr. King said he had never sou 
to please’ one province rather than 


Tne yucom u 


in regard to 
r. x too large or the m 


Army bein 
po 
iou: 
rest of my colle 


I had to 
taking of a step such 
sing’ to take at 


the world... y 
I have had to ask 
question, what is going to 945 

. effect on the efforts t at 
i ut forward by Pr x 
urchill, by presiden 
elt, by Mars! lin, ang 
vel ated with them, the pe 
and the lesser powers, r 
that form of world © 
which will keep the eB 
world, if our country, nF 
has played the grea per 
layed in this ward 


that has had to be taken 
time has brought about In 
lof division? RE, 
Our gose n not Bow 
oice that will car 
Yelght and the influence ™ 
was hoped until a veni 
ago it would almost ce 
in the solution of ns 
So that this matter bi 
aigered: Jn As bearings ie 
national problems 5 
the problems_of Canadian 4 


We had reached the 
we were agreed at 
would make a further 
thod for 
we wou ay 
the. point ons 


to 


known; or 
selves, 
May I say that any, 
begins with a conte 
as to its success i 
succeed. If we 
adverts tothan: 
seeking to have com 
own accord the fact 
not come within 

they would 


BA 
si Soha 


in northwest Europe. Casualties 
b jn 
Dopust were 0,338, highest menth- 


KENAN 
Wartime Int , en tetera ig tat 
Gives ign ration Boara |J desd, preter miin ana 

N igures of Canadian interned, and. two wounded, the 


y acted Ìn th 
A Ly as a whole tn- 
Tto have the People 


y total of 6445 Included’ 2,069 

Los k dead, 191 missing, priso, “Ine 
Ses in War reed ang 0.186 Wounded, fhe. Alt 

d otal of 10,085 Included 391 


ead. no missin, 
8, prison - 
terned and 35 wounded, eb enaao 


Ottawa, Noy 


San were not} 8da’s armed ember 27,h_Can © three-servic 

- EE -S e tot 

Bey ed comet, it] casualties in Sept erea 9,008] missing prions 28.212 doa, i198 
conipared| 32,187 weaned an nterned, and 


iS? wounded. 

avy total was made - 
rate dead, ato missing, ETEEN 
interned and 350 wounded; tho 
Dy total—previously announced 
m made up of 14,216 dead, 5,904 
MENE: risoner and interned, and 
bay ir Force total was made up 
ere was al onos \858 dead, 5,362 missing, pris- 
the differ-| of and interned and 065 wound- 


onthly war 


be Gafence. ast the August total 
ut he SY looked on | cording to figures aa 10.257, ac- 
= domination of| Wartime Informat eased today by 


by the majority, | licati ion ' 
Rete the chor mph cation Canada at War, art’s pub- 


=R 


ave to keep} totals w. 
‘of the question | cesualty ineco p Pared wit In the 4% y 
to came. Sa Thi aa erease with the 628,462 peA gi ihe Graat War 
to the major- | explana Pany resulted, it was| Ualiles totalled 100,003, incl dina 
ee to pro-| men formerly a reclassification of| 6>817 dead. Wed, including 
pnt Gade tee Geta isted in the missing,| After five years of war th 
minority could net how these 105 breakdown S font, strength of tho armed. forces 
y these i m to show) !S given as mo i 
Canada together long. | but men were reclassified, | Casualty re than 757,000. The 
it might be asked Finis ably they were ‘safe, ` of 70.00. total up to September 30 
Present action could be Wed ote for they Arnar whi .007 does not take into account 
rmy—which | Merch 
> ee yards uttered | ee oe dimes more PAi were my Rore aie ae 
y fri à 2 serv $ i 
est Lapointe. ined- were released November 6 reta S W.B. publication gives a 
e e hes | UMTS, Fepented in the WIB. | the ammen fonen eae of 
to the effect that| vice pi O give the three-ser- | Nav med {forces showing the 


ay 
i 


gh 
‘ 


mada was larger than th cture. The Army suff has remained at 90,000 si 
pee et Quebec add e pro-|445 casualties in Septomves foe tes | the last figures were given etos 
ze Canadi a Canadians | second highest monthiy total of the ber, the Army shows a. res 


an: 
q = he anea 
ae win he) = 3202 
Minister ‘cata "Cane Latest casualty table for the three es fore 
orld” 5 x es: 
and not Dead RCN. Army RCAF. Total 
Missing 1,338 14,216 ` 10,658 26,212 


Said he would soon be} Wound 
REA batntoencis | oat 350 a0ei2 oes aaa” 


er, 25 years a 
2,000 :-51,022 16.9 
the three armed forces itd Kat 
R.C.N. Ar K3 
Dead ......... R rmy RCAF: Total 
Missing ona 135 ( 19) 2,069 (2,359) 391 (419) 2.595 ( 2,797) 


and interned t ( 80) 1 
i 91 
Wounded -.-..... 12 (43) 6183 (on) -tas C 6.222 ( 8359 


WAT and coverina cNi e tal of the | from 470,000 to $65,000 and the Air 


Fg 


orce a decrease from 204,000 to 


shii 


Total 


2,500 Students 
In Passive 


igher learning 
another over 


silent funereal charact 


-heads, 
“Do we want cons 
with “Does M 


conscription?”, with 
has no conscription!”, 
have conscription?”, ih 
“Does Australia have conscription?”. 
“Are we to be cannon 
by paraders. 
There were a few cat-calls fro. 
the sidewalks from women, girls, 
and young children. 

The paraders met in silence at 
s Square under a banner 
raised at the foot of the monument 


‘Does Ircland have 
“New Zealan 


fodder?” were carried yl 


tine 6,222 ( 6,393) 
tal ..2....... 137 (144) 8,44 
+ Reclassified in other akr (ER 


totals at each month end. The S | 
A ep- 
tember figures are compiled E 
subtracting the totals of September! 
30 from the totals given August 31 
Hence in the case of missing, pris- 
oner and interned a reclassification 
tala pinar cals gones has resulted in 
a ank in e case 
| and Air Force. a Mie Navy 


nenhocie mhine tha 


criticize the government and to put 
up opposite policy, but unless men 
are prepared to back those policies 
a responsible position 
and carrying them out they have no 
right to leave a ministry in a con- 
dition where the whol: structure is 

almost certain to collapse. .-- 
Col. Ralston had not been out of 
the government for half a day be- 
fore the papers were Lease n 
{o face the fact that if he ME e m Doe Ee ac awent 
leave the cabinet, his resig. fhe whole province of Quebec, car" 
ould be followed | bY e| tied every seat in it, I could | ave 


E eT! sae 

Í resignane? House of Commons there- 

p I ask thi Hops people of Canada, | fhe least doubt that I could have 
‘oO 


Prime Minister as the result of an 
vier. more particularly thong eine appeal in circumstances, such ae 
carried the greatest pars effort, | these. Would that have pe 
var and I| men ‘overseas? Would we not havs 
l rE. th ull load | had in this country the most BER 
was be left with Srrying on | the most cruel kin 

esponsibility for ca S 


o +% 
Í the war aen I called in Gen. On Voluntary Enlistments: 


cha f was in and officers from all parts 
| Toe government 2° ay that ‘by B| iry and ox lained to them that the 
1 


pul time to, had tried.. 
sill time we fold me he whether they ba „as T bell 

K ma d, them had, but as I believe 
UE eves that they, corte lari found, many 0f thom had not tried to get 
a $: in the voluntary enlistments that that was 


numbers not 
| Yra that an appeal Jaunchee ? the the policy of the government to: 


er way and carr ec. forward and that each must work for it 
Pret spirit would bring dey all he was worth. ++ 
How was the public appeal sup- 


pe men. ++ 5. No. 1 — 8 crisis > 
That was cr i ? The moment that we start 
3 involved *he possibilify of Wee the public appeal that mo- 


hat Inve t 

which perag ieft pi a time of WSF Groot ane opposition to p'e intr: 
ies %5 o e 

Cathou a minke to ask one col- the Kitt Je behind this organize 


J took sr ther, would he ests began 
fter. the other, r i to force conscription bega 
yeasue oe res ett tl De- PANE themselves iel 


e 
ff would he take the Jd f the’ like, sending represen 


fence. hime f heading the gov- bers and so forth, wi 
ngibility © through this tions to mem nead of the ap- 
Paent and malting: ee told by }the result that ins 


not. Í 
uld Cay I ay, id gin he Oe efforts that were 


‘426 (773) 9,008 (10,257) 


The W.IB. furnishes only war’ > 


. 


elieve witn all neart wat 
a ibe appeal comin have suc- 
ceeded if we had received the sup- 
port of honorable leaders opposite. 
if we had received the support 

their following, if we had received 


ay we would have had the neces- 
ey men through voluntary enlist- 
ment but for the organized opposi- 
ton that was taken to voluntary 
enlistment, Those who have been 
responsible for this organized Op- 
position from this time on will have 
on their heads the responsibility 
for what may follow as a result 
of the actions that may have to be 


made a passionate appeal to every 


that there and then we were face 
to face with a situation which 
meant that if we could not agree 
and could not meet, Parliament the 
next day in as united a position as 
was possible, the only result would 
e. “would bave to announce, 
on behalf of the government, that 
we were not in a position to carry 
on because the division in the Ca- 
pinet was so complete as between 
those supporting the one point of 
view and those supporling the 
other. A 
That was crisis No. 2. 
e ° < 


On the Confidence: Motion: 


I say, Mr. Speaker, that unless 
this House of Commons can unite 
in a reasonable measure to support 
an administration that can carry on 
at this time of war we have to face 
the possibility of anarchy in Can- 
ada while our men are tighting 
overseas, ziylng their lives that we 
ma main n our free institutions 
and that we may have a continua- 
tion in peace and accord through 
the years to come. 

Jt there was danger at a time al 
was peaceful throughout the worlc 
and Canada was on the threshholc 
of her national life (in the time ol 
Sir John Macdonald) that anarchy 
might develop in this country be- 
cause the men pf Quebec and the 
men of Ontario’ could not unite to 
compose the differences that were 
between them and meet the situa- 
Uon, how muab ereet is that 

posa Hity, ter five years ot war, 


ir 


Parade Silently 


Resistance to Draft 


must destroy no property. 


ada defence only | nothing!” the youth said. A 

feeble cries of “A bas la conscrip- 
tion!” (‘Down with conscription”) 
floated out into the murky night air 
over the small square, but met im- 
mediately with hissed orders of 


silence. 


paraders marched calmly on. 


special anti-subversive squad. 


a war that suu continues and ìs in 
the throes of the most appalling | 
phase of the struggle? How can you | 
think that there is not going to be} 
a situation much graver than any} 
of us can begin to realize?... 

What the government is seeking 
today is not an expression of con- 
fidence in all of its policies but we 
are asking for the support of Par- 
liament in giving effect to the’ de- 
cision that has been reached... 

In the present situation every 
member with a sense of respon- 
sibility who differs with the de- 
cision of the government must 
therefore ask himself this question: 
If I help to defeat the present gov- 
ernment, do I believe that a ma~ 
jority of members can be found 
who will support an alternative 

government which can carry on ef- 
fectively the wartime duties of 
government? For a responsible 
member it is not enough to be pre- 
pared personally to support an al- 
{=mnative administration. He should 
also be satisfied in his own mind 
that an effective alternative gov- 
ernment is possible... . 

That is the issue before the House. 
It is not the question of conscrip- 
tion; it is the question as to whether 
the present government should con- 
tinue to conduct Canada’s war ef- 
fort, or whether the direction of} 
that effort should be handed over) 
at this stage of the war to another 
| administration. ... * | 

T have my first duty when I find 
that I have not the support of this 

House—and let me pause and say 
this: I am not going to attempt to 
carry on with the support alone of 

If f cannot get 
of my own 
party, f Í 
my own party are 
my resignation w 
Governor-General. 
I ask you, what position. will this 
country be in before many s 
have passed if the ministry of tez 
day 1s gbliged to resign becana it 

as no support of ouse 
of Commons? I have gone) through 
two experiences within this 
fortnight which have caused me 
realize that there was a possibi gs 
that the pillars of the ee 3 
Canadian national life might 

drawn out from under, and 
structure come down b 

ester to the whole nation: 


mith pie that ke i c j 
R 5 N thi 


“We have come silently. will 
wait here half an hour nT 
silently. We will break nothing: 
That ís the aim of this parade. We 

Break 


Gathering in- Lafontaine Park by 
8.10 p.m. about 1,500 to 1800 were 
ready to move off to Sherbrooke 
t ription? Nol”.| street and. then along 
ave conscrip- | street to St, Catherine i 
every major street crossing a num- 
d| ber of onlookers joined the parade. 
with “Does Street cars were halted, as were 
j with | buses and automobile traffic, as 


Few police were in evidenc = 
though there were reserves in a 
stations, it was learned. Police ar- 
rangements were under the leader- 
ship of Chief Inspector A. Belanger 
and Mspector J. Laviolette with 
Captain Jack Ennis in charge of his 
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Power Imp 


DEFENDS HIS STAND 


Former Air Minister Criticizes 
War Plans in Commons 


— 


OPPOSES CONSCRIPTION 


—e—— 


Sees No Need for Canadians 
Being in Battle All 
the Time 


(Special to The Gazette) 

Ottawa, November 27—Hon C. 
G. Power, in a defence of his op- 
Position to conscription in the 
House of Cammons this afternoon, 
implied that the military policy of 
Gen. Eisenhower, supreme Allied 
commander on the western front, 
led to heavy casualties. Had there 
not been these heavy casualties, the 
resigned Air Minister said, the 
voluntary system of recruiting 
would have sufficed. . 

Mr. Power spoke after Prime 
Minister King had announced ac- 
ceptance of the air minister's resig- 
nation with regret, and had tabled 
correspondence between them. 

Partial text of Mr. Power's state- 
ment: 


M hi mh ta ad ha ht hes 


.. - The strategy of Gen. Eisen- 
bower ... is to strike the enemy 
again and again, and to give him 
no rest and no respite. 

We are informed that in order to 

out this Eisenhower plan of 
war reinforcements must be avail- 
able and at hand to refill bat- 
talions and units within 24 hours 
after the casualties occur. 

I think I should draw to the at- 
tention of the House, and to the 
thousands of mothers, wives, 
sweethearts and dependents of 
e oN oF setera to. ald fas 
t repeated return. to balls diae 
stead of making for less casualties 
among their loved ones, might very 
easily make for more, No comman- 
der wil) take his experienced men 
out of the unit and undertake an 
engagement with only the newly- 
arrived however well trained they 

ay be. 
my seems to me that the logical 
thing, the reasonable thing is to 
take the men out of the line tem- 
rarily to refit, to reequip, to 


rete at o SAME Hia rde im 


N 


Ben mawn un ani, 


ay eden 


0. 
pg to recuperate and to refill 
their ranks. 


Neither ultimate victory nor 
national honor require that Cana- 
dian troops should be in action 
every hour or every day, or eyen 

should take part in epy battle 
necessary to bring about final vic- 
tory, especially when thousands of 
Europeans fresh freed from the 
tyranny and the unspeakable terror 
of Nazi occupatior are panting for 
ce on the oppressor,... 
been stated that casualties 
e troops of some of our 
greater Pe que To 

rely this war is some- 
that I say, aura a competition in 
ties amongst the United 


u we wwe UL aystemaue 1e- 
cuperation were taken then the 
voluntary system which we have 
been following, which yielded more 
men last year than was eyer esti- 
mated or even anticipated, which 
in the words of the present Min- 
ister of National Defence has not 
failed, would have sufficed at this 
stage of the war when by the most 
authoritative accounts victory is 
certain. 

I gave to Col. Ralston’s report 
my most sincere and conscientious 
consideration. 


lies 


I remained with the government 
and held firm to the policy to which 
I clearly understood it to be unre- 
servedly committed. It was the pol- 
icy on Wednesday morning last. It 
was the policy until Wednesday 


night. I could not change my ma- 
tured decision in a matter of min- 
utes. E 

Conscription, Mr. Speaker, may 
be justified in moments of national 
crisis and in defence of one’s coun- 
try, and in the discussion of bill 
80 in 1942 I said so. It might have 
been justified at certain periods 

and phases of this war when we 
were on the brink of almost cer- 
tain defeat, 1t might have been jus- 
tited if D-Day (June 6) had been 
a smashing catastrophe instead of 
a brilliant success. But those days 
are now past. We have no right to 
tear this country asunder at this 
stage, and in this state of the war. 
A word as to the consequences of 
this controversy. ,.. 

The most tragic thing of all is 

the weakening cf.faith and conti- 
dence in public men, not only by 
the people of one province but In 
all provinces, not only amongst 
those who hold one view, but in 
men and women on all sides of this 
unfortunate debate. ,.. 5 

It may be that for some time to 
come the day has gone when men 
of similar ideas and principles can 
meel and join in common action 
across the Ottawa river. 

My hope, my prayer is that there 
will be no such outcome and that 
with the advent of external vic- 
tory and peace, peace and under- 
standing may ceme within our own , 

country, 
F Mr, Power took the seat formerly 
occupied by J. F. Pouliot, Liberal 
member for Temiscouata who cross- 
ed the floor last week, He received 
a round of applause as he entered 
the House. 

Mr. King said he had been un- 
able lo persuade Maj, Power to re- 
consider bis resignation, tendered 
last week, 

He expressed deep regret at the 
departure of “so trusted a colleague” 
from the government and paid high 
tribute to Maj. Power's services. 
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King or Anarchy’ Alternatives Of 


| Graydon and Coldwell Ask Full C 
Eisenhower Policie 


MESS RESIGNS 
RECRUITING JOB 


Brigadier Back From Tour ol 
Front, Refuses Comment 


(Special to The Gazette.) 

Ottawa, November 27, — Brig. 
James Mess, director of recruiting 
for the Canadian Army since Aug- 
ust, 1941, has resigned, it was 
learned tonight, 

Known to be a firm believer in 
conscription, Brig. Mess arrived 
back Wednesday night from a tour 
of England and the western front. 
Interviewed as he stepped from the 
T.C.A. plane after what was called 
a “hurried flight on orders from 
Ottawa,” Brig, Mess refused to 
comment on the reinforcement or 
conscription issues until he had 
talked with Defence Minister Mc- 
Naughton. Since that time he has 
made no public statement. 


A native of Dundee, Scotlan 
veteran of the Canadian eerie 
the last war and a mechanical en- 
gineer in civil life, Brig. Mess has 
been in Canada since .910, 

He was appointed clyilian direc- 
tor of recruiting in the fall of 1941 
and a year later was appointed 
deputy adjutant genera] in a ciy- 
ian capacity, Retaining the same 
post, he was appointed to the mill- 
ary rank of brigadier ‘1 February, 
1941, and given control of ‘recruit: 
Ing, auxiliary service, special ser- 
vices and Army education, 

On arriving back from overseas 
he would not say that he was mak- 
ing a review of the reinforcement 
situation but said he was making 
a survey of all phases of work un- 
der his control on the other side. 

Widely connected in Canadian 
industrial circles between the two 
wars, Brig. Mess was in 1939, prior 
to pecaeye his late post, pres dent 
and general manager o: ominion 
Flow Meter Co. Ltd., Toronto; pre- 


i 


sident and general manager of 
Diesel Power Limited, representa- 
tives of Diesel Engine Manufactur- 
ers and Whiting Corporation (Can- 
ada) Ltd; and general manager 
Niagara Screens and Machines Ltd. 

His wife, the former Kathleen 
Frances Osler, a relative of the 
renowned Sir William Osler has 
lived with her husband in Ottawa 
While he was connected with N.D.- 
| H.Q. In peacetime they made their 
| home in Torcnto. 

In the Great War he rose to the 
rank of major in command of the 
10th Canadian Machine Gun Corps. 
He was later posted to command 
the Canadian Machine Gun Depot 
in England until in 1918, when he 
Was given command of the Ma- 
chine Gun Corps of Canada | 

From the close of the last war 
until he was again appointed to a 
commission in this war, he main- 
„tained a keen interest in the 
Canadian nonpermanent militia. 


Brig. Mess, asked at Ottawa yes- 
terday about a report that he had 
resigned his post as director of 
recruiting, said he had no knowl- 
„edge of any such story, no one had 
mentioned it to him and he knew 
nothing about it, He had no com- 
ment to make on the report. 


2 LIBERALS TO BOLT 


Picard and Tremblay to Vote 


Against King Resolution 


St. Ra hael, Que., November 27. 
—)—Phllippe Picard, Liberal mem- 
ber of Parliament for Bellechasse, 
told a political meeting here last 
night that he would vote against the 
government on the conscription is- 
Sue, but that he still would con- 
sider himself a Liberal. 


St. Malachie, November 27.—@— 
Leonard Tremblay, Liberal member 
of Parliament for Dorchester, told a} 
political meeting’ here last night! 
that “I will vole against conscrip- 
tion for overseas even if my vote 
and those of other Liberals result in | 
the í; of Mackenzie King,” * { 
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(By Gazette Staff Writ igj j b held at this 
HAs Nb November 27. 5 ida pends 0 Outcome ol Crisis ae x elo yon imagine, anything 

R 7 t my col- 
Paha Jeader of the Exopressive ae aripared ‘te, tale. over 


Conservative opposition in the 

i Ci idi overn- 

N N a is STATEMENT TO HOUSE ment oa ae i 

man ipti r. King contende at his re- 

power conscription order ang x | signation Oe Prime Minister and 
| the dissolution of Parliament were 


eared for: farther moves toward ; 

war. He moved an amendment He Reveals Ralston R inseparable because, he said, there 
E r re Mt gaia Rete | od Ue aiina or no Ser alston Rete EaR be Geeta ete 
I i g- || atio: m x a 

ing tne governne* with elite to (pig ont pa toward Oe eon to Succeed Him; Secret Ses adi pon to form a overnm i 
mak certain of adeguate and con on’t like to hear too much stress j "This government.) declared My 
tinuous trained reinforcements. of minimum reinforcements and nok sion Planned Today King, “has successfully surmounted 
So far as we are concerned, the enough stress on maximum,” he two crises. What this House will de- 
policy of the government does not cide in the vote on my motion of 


‘Use All Manpower, Asks Gray. 
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go far enough in the direction of He added that the government Leaders’ speeches, @ 18. confidence is whether or not there 
total war,” he said. “I believe that nes not settled the question being By F. C. ei Re is to be another crisis. What we are 
the present policy is conf asked by every man overseas: Are i trying to do here is to help the men 


using and | i x $ 

that the whole nation has great dif- olunteer free to be asked to go (Gazette Resident Correspondent.) overseas. I have never failed to 

ficulty in understanding the pur-| are a Pic ic while drafted men Ottawa, November 27. — King or give our gallant men overseas the 

Ta a A Ailey saport, gua.t am net fone 
er-in-council I believe at least swer to the fighting men overseas,” presented by Prime Minister Mac- or tall ER ve 


the public will be glad, if I may 
say so without cefence that the he declared aon oa kenzie King to Parliament and MOTION OF CONFIDENCE: 
Prime Minister finally to Prime Minister's motion introduced people in his three-hour speech to M Kinga monoa a onone: 
a f “Tha S ous w a 
the topic of a vigorous war effort Commoners today. government in its policy of ante 


ning changes 


Coley make i government and did not asle the House for aj| “It won't help our army to de- taining a vigorous War effort.” He 


ult for the complete expression of confidence || feat the present government,” de- said near the end of his speech that 


people to keep abreast, on all the government's war poli- || clared the Prime Minister near the the Issu i a 

=C TE: r ) ssue of conscription was not in- 
saat must be gitek 30° fie ars, end of his speech and after he had volved in a vote Pon this motion, 
‘aughton to pa ut so far as the opposition is|| disclaimed any attempt to influ- but whether or not this government 


that initiated | concerned the policy of the govem- || ence the views of any member on should be continued in its conduct 
o far cnough in the||the confidence motion before the of the nation’s war effort. 


b he sea Nadame House. “In sGesleay ne t government 
e Minister you will have to consider who is to 

Nee oe e to have AE itage M: King mi Succeed it,” said the Prime Minis- 
£ parlia-|) he could be relieved of the steadily ter. Many members of any new 


government, he said, would ne- 
cessarily be men new to Parliament 
and without much if any ¢X- 


ith people. He laid articular 
ne. It has bee an the fact that the confi- inereasing, espona warned. EEN 
vat from trench to tengi oct raced’ on the| MEMS'ET before it considered up- 
ail aid we went the wh record the government on msidered uP> perience in the administration of 
Wednesday adhered to the volun- setting the present administratiom war policies. 
heta 1 yvhich was abandoned on lt must think about whether an? of governmen 
hw PEY Wn avor of compulsion other and effective government 

ursday pulsion. | could be set up in tts place, 


Further, any change 
T t would involve great 
dislocation in the management of 
the nation’s affairs at a critical 


P: raydon WANT TOTAL WAR Mr, King, d a passage rent stage of the war. 
. cay a ; ety mean! T wavering er The int int t of th - 
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sh itae |ernment that may have the direc- | | rel { will not carry on,” hi were in line outside and never got 
ning of pres flon of affairs in this Parliament in, early in his recital-of the | near the doors. Throughout the sit- 
the cooperation and help to which| | various steps in the two crises |tings Gen, McNaughton new De- 
jt is entitled, in order to carry on through which the cabinet had res | fence Minister, occupied a seat in 
the war. Bul may I say to you that cently passed, Mr, King scolded Col | the distinguished visitors’ gallery. 
our great difficulty has been that} |J. D. Ralston for having in his presi ¢ At the outset, Mr. King empha- 
{kis government hds nol gone far| |statement of November 12 disclosec €| sized the gravity of the present sit- 
rough in the direction of total cabinet secrets, then the Prime Min uation, told of his own troubles 
War. Our criticism has been directed| \ister told the House that durin |in maintaining a total war effort 
Warely in that direction and it will {ster Crises he (the Prime Minister) | and) a}, the some time trying to 
large leche Sirected in that asked various colleagues, in turn keep the nation united, reviewed 
eae if they would take on, the respons the many steps taken to keep the 
Me sibility of leadership should he me. military manpower supp-y up to 

sign. i me demands: recounted ‘agg 
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Minister is tbat h Gen. months, 

heart. in the legis from ; McNaughton, | new et “There never was an 
en; pase aid Mr, K'ng, of the 
confident 


ment was shown in the galleries 
whose seats were filled and where 
hundreds also stood throughout 
the afternoon sitting. and hundreds 
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leaders, John Blackmore ol the between’ the question of legal 
New Democracy party, had con- | Power and that of respecting a 
cluded his speech, r, King rost to | macal ohinginon Be would always 
Sors would A Sees We ie | “That -plebiscite was overwhel- 
public after prayers and tnal the mingly carried by the people of 
members would sit in secret session Canada,” said the Prime Minister 
nts b i to apain ue Gen. McNaughton, Rut T could never understand, why 
N.M.R el whether now) He did Lah adn meeting in propio caulg pot sees hera or ovi- 
== here: fie! i - ng entire falsification of Matar: 
a tation of the plebiscite’s meaning. 
It was simply to release the govern- 
ment from a moral obligation.” He 
regrettea that fi py places ron 
Ipon as 


n 
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T OPPOSING VIEWS 
A e a at no time up to 
to the cabi Mr. King, submitted 
tion, dimer" e any recommenda- 
for the expressed 


“but 
auestion fi: 
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ress, It 


e x two op- 
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existed ever since the Bern Wi 
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government was giving the uer 
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After reviewi i 

ng the main - 
apart peented by both ddo in 
Se cab net uring the critical days, 
ze ng said, “I was being told 
eD day ean umes we got a set- 
Defence would resign.” = en 


oe Mr, King regretted that Air 
i Sec C. G. Power, whose re- 
= ation he accepted today, was not 
7: his side during the cabinet de- 
ees aue to illness. 
ere was the ossibility 
other resignations,” gaia cae Seta 


might feel they had to go als 
he ‘ssid, “I had to think Sphere 
would the country be if one min- 
ister after another, Members of the 
| Wer Cabinet, were to leave.” 

wes at this time Mr. King sai 
he decided to seek help ee 
and he consulted Gen. McNaughton 
who assured him he felt the neces- 
sary reinforcements by the vyol- 
untery method could be raised by 
another public appeal He said he 
knew nothing of Gen. McNaughton's 
politics but he felt that he, the 
Prime Minister, owed it to the 
country to make another desperate 
attempt to find a solution short of 
dissolution. 
When I told the cabinet Gen 
McNaughton was ready 10 assume 
the task of raising sufficient troors 
by the voluntary method,” szid Mr. 
King, “Col. Ralston said that if 
that was the situation there was 
nothing left for him to do but re- 
sign.” 
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OFFERED TO RESIGN 
That was crisis No. 1. said tne 
Prime Minister, and he thought he 
had successfully passed it by call- 


ing in Gen. McNaughton, “who 
brought confidence to the people.” 


Minister. If Col. Ralston left, others | 


NIAT SADA deed sl aak! 
Lunina does nol ask for @ 
" vote of confidence in 
do ernment," said Mr. King. Jo 
oppor Would be unfair to political 
neverta of the government who 
Fo C a lling to aid the 
cution in ENEO prose- 

© motion is not to be - 
Ba as an cendorsation of pov. 
the ay Policies generally,” said 
Be rime Minister, “The motion 
nec and asks only whether 
the ers are prepared To support 
catty er tee in continuing toj 
this time ‘anada’s war effort at 
m King, earlier in his 
putinha the scope of the on ed 
PARY panien last Thursday morm- 
A plied, he said, to . 
lire N.R.M.A. person i} i eu 
thorized the defc ge RS 
dispatch overseas a aie St 
. -R.M.A, personne 
Pu in calculating the mutter at 
N.R.M.A. personnel so dispatched 
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vice before embarkatio weold be 
excluded from this 16,000, 

B 7 have been told time and 
pein, said Mr, King, in referring 
ioe relations with his Quebec 
io owers, “that in my political ac- 
ions I have been seeking to ap- 
ease the province of Quebec, I 
pane never, in any act of mine in 
z is Parliament, sought to take one 
step to please one particular prov- 
ince rather ` than another, Any 
sep I have taken in any public act 
I have performed has been taken 
an NS) DESL IMET ESE of Canada as 

hole. not in the i 
particular hike of any 


WANTS QUEBEC UNDERSTOOD 


“It is true.” the Prime Mi 
continued, “that to the best Ta 
limited abilities I have sought to 
have the people of Canada under- 
stand the province of Quebec. 1 
have not reminded them very often, 
but I should like to remind them 
now of the fact that if it had not 
deen for the French-Canadian peo- 

le this Canada of ours would not 
Re A part of the British Empire to- 

“If the French-speaking people of 
Canada had taken the same Pstand 
that was taken by the English- 
speaking people of the 13 colonies,” 
said Mr. King, “at the time of the 

| Ameritan War of Independence and 
had joined them in declaring in- 
| dependence ihere would have been 
no Canada under the British flag 
today. That is something that is 
worih while for the rest of the 
people of Canada to remember,” 
_“More than that,” said Mr. King, 
“if the French-speaking people of 
Canada had not successfully Op- , 
posed, with force, the armed forces' 
that came against Canada at that | 
time this country would not be 
under the British crown today. 
And may I go a step further and re- 
mind this House that not only at 
that time wes Canada saved to the 
\| British Crown? In the war of 1812 
when forces from the country to 
the¥south invaded Canada again the 


He said he had taken great care to || French-speaking people shouldered 


ask one minister after another if be 
were ready to assume the responsi- 
bility of leadership should be him- 
self decide to resign but none of- 
fered to do 50. 

“Unless men are ready to back 
up their position by being ready to 
accept the responsibility of putting | 
such a position or policy into force | 
they have no right 1o endanger the 
whole situation,” said the Prime 
Minister. All this was said relative 
created by the 


Mr. King, in the latter part of 


effective government and he cicsed 
his three-hour speech 
first a bid for t support of the, 


gonne 
ed by reading 
to the House {rom speeches of Sir 


and, finally, by quoting from Sir 
Wilfrid's declaration of nis elforts 
to help maintain national unity. 
e Mr. King dramatically applied these | 
$ words to himself. He spoke nearly l 
f half an hour over the six o'clock 
dinner adjournment bour and the 
House did not reconvene untl 8.80, 
when the opposition leader, Gordon 
Graydon, opened the debate, 


EXPLAINS MOTION 


“The motion does not ask for ap 
roval of the order in council call- 
Ths for conscription tọ raise a 
maximum. of 16,000 men from N.R. 
MA ~ ida Vee 
near t speech and 
ust what was 
dence motion, 

was enact- 
formity with Bill 

's 


J 
puar 


their rifles, went out and met the 


enemy and defeated him, and saved 
this country to the Brintslcrown.” 


“So I say,” declared Mr, King, ~- 


“something is owing on the part 
of the other provinces to the Prov- 
ince .of Quebec: Something. is" ow- 
ing to them on the scoresat-chival- 
ry, a people who have been in his 
country for 300 years or more, who 
were settled here for 150 years be- 
fore any number of Britis settlers 
came to the Dominion. Something 
is owing to these people ton ia 
i shi e a 
ware ence in connec- 
Dominion as 4 


ee ht to defend the 
Tr have Bougan of Quebec,” said 


ihe Prime Minister, “from the ruth- 

ieee and often brutal attacks made 

upon them by people from other 

arts of the country who ought to 
e! 


olingam area ala Jr 
anadians feared, i 
They had submitted to conseription 
already under the N.R.M.A., he saic; 
accepted that situation 

were obeyin jt) but they 
upon conscription aš a sym- 
omination by a major yy 
They were French-speaking and o 
the Roma) Catholic faith, Ww 1 On 
the other hand, they saw that those 


who were Protestant and English- 


were mostl 
speaking. 


years that could be regarded as ap- 


RMA. sy recent moves. 
DE ree mrar 


Le A 


TROOPS IN B.G. 
STAGE SITDOWN 


Drattees Reported Demonstrat- 
ing With Rifles at Terrace 


-O— 
Vancouver, November 27. 
A dispatch reaching Vancouver 
tonight from Prince Rupert, north- 
crn Britlsh Columbla const town, 
said that soldiers carrying rifles 
were demonstrating south of Teri 
race village, draftees, g 
three regiments are staging a “8: 
down” strike while they await a 
reply from Army Headquarters 8 
Ottawa to a demana that wy be 
pned to their homes 
ehe te ort came from the Prince 
ally News corre: e 
at Terrace. He said that shouting 
was heard south of the village. 
No violence or damage was re- 


ported. 

English-speaking units from Sas- 
katchewan and Prince. Edward Is- 
land and French-speaking regiment 
from. Quepee are known to be sta- 
tioned at Terrace: 

Pacific Command reported earlier 
that “some dissatisfaction still ex- 
ists In a French-Canadian unit sta- 
tioned at Terrace,” and repo 
from the town said the men were 
performing only routine camp 
duties. 

The statement said the men had 
committed no further acts of vio- 
lence and had remained in their 
lines “in an orderly manner.” 

Terrace was the scene of the 
largest of a half-dozen anti-coD- 
scription demonstrations staged in 
the province during the week-end. 
Approximately | 1,000 men paraded | 
in orderly fashion in protest against 
last week’s decision by the Domin- 
jon Government to authorize the 
dispatch of 16,000 home defence 
troops overseas. 

Terrace is about 450 airline miles 
north of Vancouver and about 80 
airline miles east of Prince Rupert. 

Meanwhile, Pacific Command 
inquiries will be made into anti- 

conscription demonstrations held at 

six British Colum! 4 

Friday. umbia centres since 

The only recurrence earlier to- 
day of parading was reported from 

Prince George, where about 500 

men marched ‘through snow-cover- 

arres H less ` than an hour 
anti-conscripti 

ana, shouling ‘ice placards 
\ emonstrations since Friday a 

Vernon, Chilliwack, Nanaimo, 

Courtenay, Prince George and Ter- 

race will be fully investigated sep- 

arately, Pacific Command*announc- 


asses al all Camps are being 
sued as usual and only those direct: 
y involved in disturbances have 
been confined to barracks. | 
_ “Normal parades were carried out 
ina all camps except Terrace,” ‘said 
Gen, Pearkes, “Behavior of other 
French-Canadian units in Pacific 
command has been good. They 
have „refused to join in demonstra- 

At Vernon, in the Okanaga) 

ley | where demonstration ace 
ptetied last Friday, all was quiet 
oday, but senior officers said they 
were prepared to deal quickly with 
any renewed outbreak. 

officer spokesman sai 

every effort will be made x aay 
the way to peace in the camp 
which holds approximately one- 
third of the sixth infantry division 
by impressing on the men and civil- 
ians as well that the word “Zombie” 
is not longer applicable to home de- 
fence soldiers. Under the govern- 
ment's new policy many of these 
men will soon serve alongside gen- 
eral service volunteers, 


Conscription Protest 
Put on Quebec Agenda 


Quebec, November 27.—@, 
Chaloult, nationalist menber aris 
uebec legislature for Quebec 
County has asked the Clerk of ihe 
rown in Chancery to inscribe s 
the agenda of the legislative TE 
semply for its first meeting a make 
uon protesting against conscripti A 
for overseas at was learned here 

. egislature is 

pai} expected 


er sl Movi 


ent the 

Conservative to inde 

to the King vote of #6 

enc®.d in the House api ř om 
elated, scussion last week we (the 
r-in- 


c CF anm a i cy 
= {] as a proper O: 
coune’t the needs of th pemed 


forces.” 
C.C.F. sub-admendment is 25 
The “That this House Is m 
of a vigorous W. effo: 
tonti requirles Immediate removal 
Ui distinctions between draft 
volunteer personnel thus mak- 
the entire home defence army 
ble for overseas service, Fur 
and financial 
ces of Ganoon shoulda be 
cripte! nsure a to 
cofort And full employment after 
or.” 
the” 16,000 trained men are re- 
ulred between now and next 
ay,” said Mr. Coldwell, “and if, 
as now, it seems likely the war 
against Germany Ís prolonged be- 
ond that time and, if, as has been 
intimated, we are obligated to play 
some part jn the war against 
Japan, further reinforcements will) 
be needed.” A 
wWhy, then, pass an order-im | 
| agung. which fails to do all that 
may be necessary and satistied n0- 
body?” queried Mr. Coldwell 
my mind, it looks less than ade- 


and 
Ing 
availa 


te and it is certainly not states- 
Tinlike. If it is done to placate 
oe a a 


the anti-conseription followers of 
the government it fails miserably. 
and if it is done to assure our 
armies of vigorous support in the 
war effort it fails equally.” 

“To my mind,” declared the 
C.C.F, leader, “the government has 
merely invited the obvious criti- 
cism that it is trying to play poli- 
tics during a great war crisis when 
statesmanship of the highest order 
wes demanded.” i e " 

“If they had come to Par iament,” 
said Mr. Coldwell, “and stated 


last week they would have had the 
respect of the country and of hon- 
orable members who come to this 
House with unbiased minds. it 
is. they have forfeited that respect. 


FOUR ARMIES NOW. 


There were now four, instead of 
two armies, Mr. Coldwell argued. 
First, there were the general ser- 
| vice men who had already volun- 
| tecred for service anywhere; sec- 
ond, those among the 16,000 trained 
NRMA men who would volunteer 
under the threat of compulsory ser- 
vice in Europe; third, the men © 
the same army who did not volun- 
tecr but were drafted for service 
in Europe; and, fourth, the re- 
maining 52,000 who were in the 
NRMA force in Canada. 

“Surely,” said Mr. Coldwell, “it is 
confusion worse confounded, and is 
a policy which neither this House 
nor the country can support.” 

Mr. Coldwell said that was why 
his party's sub-amendment sought 
to change the policy into one which 
removed ali distinctions as to ser- 
vice and benefits. P 

“The governments policy is 
bad,” he said, “because it discrim- 
inates between men who have been 
called to serve under the same law 
and conditions. This will cause end- 
less confusion and difficulties in 
the fulure. Since reinforcements 
can only be obtained in one way 
why not place all these NRMA men 
on the same footjng? How can 
this House be expected to vote con- 
fidence in the governments policy 
to maintain a vigorous war effort 
when its proposals fall far short 
of obvious requirements?” 

Turning his attention to the of- 
ficial opposition, Mr. Coldwell said 
he could not see that party as the 
alternative ` to the government. 
“Their own irresponsibility during 
this controversy and debate,” he 


“makes it impossible for 
either this House or the country to 
lace any confidence in their inten- 
ons or. their ability, 
“Their’s has been a. really shock- 
ing display of political manoeuv- 


highl laced friends, and 
polion othe pres HPP te 
done their best to inflame = 
tional differences and hatreds. Some 
of their pleas for support of the 


the air 
sound.” He declared the Conserva- 
tives did not treat the soldiers well 
ter the last war- 

aor ourselves,” said Mr, Coldwell 
in conclusion and in moving t 
sub-amendment, “we intend to give 
all the support 
are fighting © t 
both in regard to reinforcem: 

whatever that invdlves, to prov 
‘decently for those loved ones they] 
Jeave behind, and to 
those who return, a 
which they may 


s 
t 


Premier’s Speech 


He Fights for Political Life 


|As 


By JAMES M. 
(Gazett 

Otta N es 
Sense of history berea 


Minister zie King 


life for 
Ouse of 
A 

best 
at ie tradition 
i ts worst it 
mcohesive and 
Parliamentary 


Mr. King, who is a sti 
enswering every point ie the kia 
t, documen his position at 


len, i 
nine with the result that much of 


lost its dramati 
Yet apn overall effect it goa 
ae A ve statement of his posi- 
ne lead well be remembered as 
ave appeal to the Commons. 
could Nesca De, the ng "dat bee 
sens at 

ate ea brought to ee nt 
a the divergent streams of 
plni on that have been sweeping 
on the capital in the past 

wo weeks. Once more the galer- 
ai were full and eager listeners 
; the walls, and as the strain- 
forward to hear they epitomiz- 


e greatest anomalies of 

rae situation when he oad That 
Re Ra not receive from Gen. 
- € poushton the recommendation 
jee elt obliged to reject when it 
pa made by an old comrade and 
Tieg associate, Layton Ralston. 
Nor could it have been helpful to 
Mr. King to have had so clearly 
demonstrated, before he began to 
speak, the impossibility of the sit- 
uation in which one of his minis- 
ters has resigned because the gov- 
ernment has not done enough and 
another has departed because it 
has done too much. 

But the Prime Minister got under 
way peaceably enough with the 
House listening in attention and 
respect. The government has made 
its decision on the military aspect 


of the manpower policy and he was 
Bow testing its political consequen- 

Whatever happens, this much can 
be said of the Prime Minister's 
personal position as he revealed it 
to the House: The events of the 
past month have driven him hard, 
he has gone through a good deal 
at the hands of the two factions 
within his cabinet, but he is con- 
vinced that the step he has now 
taken to reinforce the men at the 
front was the right one. He is con- 
tent to lose prestige, popularity and 
power in the knowledge that the 
future will recognize his course to 
have been the best one for the 
country. 

Much of his address was sclf-re- 
velatory in this manner. In addition 
to his sense of history as he has a} 
proper appreciatlon of his own 
place in the annals of Canada; thus 
when he was sneaking of the crisis | 
that has jeopardized his govern- || 
ment’s position he gave the impres- 
zion of looking forward to the fu- 


ture as much as backward on the | 
immediate events that precipitated 
it. 


ADMITS WEARINESS. 


Mr. King did not admit that he 
was a tired old man, but he stopped | 
only, short of saying so in de- 
liberately creating the impression 
that his years, which are not to be 
denied, now begin to press heavily 


when 
fere! 
B, 

u 

ked 
ant if the 
a povernme 
a binet coll 
the same 


surpr 
not po, 


ning 
be a very probably have been 
Winsiderably offended if it had 
peen ken seriously. 


D epee maree 


One of His Best 


ACKENZIE FYFE. 


The issue now, as M 
Iss how, as Mr. King sees 
it, is simply “whether his govern: 


ment is to continue the prosec 
utilon 
ot the war or whether T is to he 


replaced by another, In his 
jon there is ne one else capable of 
sunt a government wilh the 
i Pport of a majority of the House, 
© told his own parly flatly that | 
a am t get their support he wil 
a im. If the leaders of the other 
reed groups are not prepared 
ie ake the responsibility of form- 
theo a government and putting 
ieee h the conscription voley, he 
at them, they owe ft to the pres- 

Pit administration to suppert it, 
Bt Was perhaps to his own part 
Ea lowers that Mr. King VA taled 
o a Turning his back 
Q e aisle and facing his ample 
ucue following he told them 

at he had never sought to ap- 
pease Quebec or one section of the 
pountry more than another, that 

e had acted in the interest of 

anada as a whole. But if he had 
Sumt in the past to defend Que- 

ec, he reminded them, it was not 
merely because of principles of fair 
play, and justice but through the 
conviction that the majority can- 
not be too careful in protecting 
the rights of minorities. He re- 
called his affinity with Laurier, his 
friendship with Lapointe, and he 
quoted at length from these states- 
men to justify the policy he in- 
augurated this week. 

What effect this appeal, which 
was in many ways a Moving one, 
will have on the Quebec contingent 
remains to be seen. It is felt here 
tonight that it is likely to be nil, 
especially when the remarks of 
Mr. Godbout in Quebec are taken 
into consideration. As for the 
opposition across the floor (which 
will vote against Mr. King for a 
totally different reason) it does not 
seem that his speech has changed 
any minds. Toward the close of 
his remarks patience was. wearing 
thin, and the decorum which had 
been maintained for an unusually 
long period began to evaporate. 


COUNTRY DIVIDED 


The political prospects raised by 
Mr. King’s motion are endless. if 
the government gets its vote of con- 
fidence will it reflect public opin- 
ion? Obviously not, for the country 
is now divided among those who 
feel that the government is not 
doing enough and those who feel 
that it has gone too far. 

The Conservatives, in an amend- 
ment, have demanded more com- 
plete conscription, and Quebec | 
members of the Liberal party will 
lose no time in realizing that to im- 
peril the stability of the govern- 
ment would not produce results 
favorable. to the no-conscription 
policy to which they adhere. Thus, 
the vigor of the Conservative op- 
position will tend only to strength- 
en the government's band. And if 
the opposition groups vote against 
the government they will find them- 
selves in bed with the anti-con- 
scriptionists of Quebec, which will 
make them most unhappy. 

Col. Ralston continues to occupy 
the spotlight. He is regarded as the 
key man in the situation who has 
demonstrated a thorough knowledge 
of its intricacies. He ‘Is now being 
looked to as somethin of a bell- 
wether: If he votes w. th the gov- 
ernment many others will follow 
him. The C.C.F. has indicated that 
what is good enough for him wil 
be good enough for them. But It is 
also recognized that Col, Ralston 
ave a good deal to say in 
reply to Mr. King, who today again 

him for the tardiness 
with which the government was 


Mr. Power is reported to have 


signed because his constituents vot- 
ed overwhelmingly against the 
lebiscite; he felt he could no 
fonger represent them honestly in 
the King Government, If other 


Quebec members take the same line 
many defections are looked for, 
There is another straw blowing 
about in the wind which perhaps 
ought to be reported: It is being 
said here that Premier Maurice 
Duplessis will shortly call an elec- 
tion while Liberal stock is low in 
the province In the hope of im- 
proving his majority. 


av 


DRAFTBES INCREASE 
6.5. ENLISTMENTS 


McNaughton Reports Rise 
Especially Evident Among 
French-speaking Troops 


—w 


Ottawa, November 27.) —Home 
defence draftee volunteers for over- 
seas for the week ended last Satur- 
day were mọre than four Umes 
greater than the average weekly 
figures for October and the early 
part of November, Defence Minister 
McNaughton announced tonight. 

He said thesincreases were par- 
ticularly evident in returns írom 


mrench-speakin sonnel. 

anahi ENEA of draftees 
is being carried out with the ob- | 
jective of “making available imme- 
diately for dispatch overseas the 
pest-trained infantry reinforce- 


ments,’ 

He said the unils from which the 
selections were being made are re- 
presentative of all sections of the 
Dominion, He added that there 

rould be no discrimination against 
draftees in the matter of war ser- 
vice gratuities. 

The statement: 

“The selection of N.R.M.A. per-' 
sonnel to proceed overseas under 
the terms of the order-in-council 
recently passed, extending the area 
of service of such personnel to the 
European theatres, is being carried 
out with the objective of making 
available immediately for dispatch 
overseas the best-trained infantry 
reinforcements. This is the only 
arm of the service in which there 
js a possible prospective shortage 
of reinforcements. 

“The units now in Canada from 
which this selection is being made 
are representative , of all sections 
of the Dominion, and it is estim- 
ated that the men so selected will 
provide an adequate representation 
from all parts of the country to 
3..cet the requirements of the over- 
seas units from the various terri- 
torjal areas of Canada. 

“In connection with the matter 
of gratuities, under the War Ser- 
vice Grants Act, to which this per- 
sonnel will be entitled; when this 
question was discussed in the House 
of Commons | last week, both the 
Minister of Veterans’ Affairs and 
{he Minister of National Defence 
ave assurance of the government's 
ntention to make provision that all 
personnel proceeding overseas will 
receive the same treatment regard- 
jng gratuities payable in respect of 
their period of service overseas, 

“The Minister of National De- 
fence also stated that voluntary 
enlistments from the general pub- 
lic for service overseas continues at 
a satisfactory rate. 


“As regards the N.R.M.A., he said 
that the figures for the week end- 
ing Saturday, November 25, cover- 
ing the men in N.R.M.A. units who 
had voluntarily assumed the obliga- 
tion for service overseas, had in- 
greased to more than four-fold over 

e average weekly figures for 
October and the early part of No- 
vember. The increases had been 
particularly evident in the returns 
trom our French-speaking person- 


CONFIDENOE TAXED 
BRACKEN ASSERTS. 


Sees In Conscription Order| 
‘But Another Political 
Manoeuvre’ 


— 


Ottawa, November 27.—<7—John 
Bracken, national leader of the Pro- 
pressive Conservative Party, sald 
tonight that the policy wherèby 
10,000 Home Defence troops will be A 
gent oversens in the next six Sl 
months had been accepted by | 
prime Minister Mackenzie King and 


Defence Minister McNaughton ~un- | 
ter circumstances which placed a | 
heavy tax on our confidence in 4 
lhem” 


{lon of Oltawa West Progressive 
Conservative Association, Mr. 
Bracken sald Mr. King, “with the 
pistols of his conscriptionist minis- 
ters at his head,” had turned again 
{o a policy of appeasement. 

“tt this government order-in- 
council, with its provision for par- s 
tial conscription e meant honest- ne 
ly, why is alston (Col. J. L. Rals- | 
ton, former Defence Minister), ohh 
kicked out and McNaughton, the A 
anti-conscriptionist, put In? 

“The Prime Minister has dropped 
a tried and experienced administra- 
tor and taken on one he had dis- 
missed but a few months before. If 
the colonel’s policy and advice 
were right and the general's policy 
and advice were wrong, why isn't 
Col. Ralston, who recommended the 
new policy, taken back into the 
cabinet to administer it and Gen. 
McNaughton, who. advocated the 
wrong policy, dismissed?” 

Mr. Bracken said the answer “we 
are bound to suspect” is that this 
new advice might well tum 
out to be “but another political 
manoeuvre.” 

Norman B. MacCrostie was 

chosen the party’s candidate in Ot- 
tawa West Riding. He defeated F, 
H, Plant. a former mayor of Ot- 
tawa and only other nominee, by 
597 votes to 361, Sitting member is 
G. J. Mellraith, Liberal. 


| 
Addressing a nominating conven- | 
| 


TIM BUCK APPEALS 
FOR KING SUPPORT 


He Urges Labor to Back 
Order-in-Council on ` 
Reinforcements 


—— 


Toronto, Ņovember 27—0—Tim 
Buck, national leader of the Labor- 


Progressive party, told a mass meet- 
ing at Massey Hall tonight that la- 
bor- should support the order-in- 
council which authorizes sending 
up to 16,000 members of the home 
defence army oyerseas and declar- 
ed his party at all times has sup- 
ported a policy of universal com- 
, pulsory war service. 

“But-that is not the issue at this 
moment,” he said. “We are reap- 
ing in this crisis the results of a 
weak Liberal policy,. most especial- 
ly in connection with the vacillat- 
ing war policy of the government 
in Quebec, but nothing that 
Wrong will be corrected by Tory 
policy. Š 

“Proof of this is the fact that the 
unscrupulous press campaign 
the past weeks has had the effect 
not of easing the draftee situa- 
tion by convincing the N-R. 
army to volunteer for active ser 
vice, but of making it more diffi 
cult for Gen. McNaughton (Defence 
Minister) to give his plan a fair 
trial. F 
“Now the government's order-W- 

council providing for the sending 
of 16,000 N.R.M.A. men overseas 
constitutes the basis for agreement 
Tabar shgula stand behind the ost 
order and su rt the gove 
in making it ates to provide pve 
reinforcement that is it 
overseas. But the Tories are no 
satisfied and will the issue 
to the point where they bope 
bring down the government an 
eneral cl 


A STORMY 


RIR 


TA, 


nar 


SESSION 


General McNaughton’s Address to Ottawa Legion * 


N extremely critical and = ofttimes 
bitter audience of eXx-servicemen 
of this and the First Great War 
on November 6 heard Canada’s now 
Defence Minister, General A, G. L. 
McNaughton, announce that he was the 
father of the Canadian system of vo- 
luntary Service in the present struggle, 
Voluntary service, he told the Ottawa 
Branch of the Canadian Legion, was 
adopted on his advice by the Dominion 
Government in 1939, and the vi 


ery fact 
that he had now accepted the Defence 
portfolio showed conclusively “that 


Prime Minister King has stuck to the 
advice given by me.” 


STORMY SESSION 


It was a stormy session with a tense 
crowd of more than 700 filling the hall 
for the Defence Minister’s first public 
appearance in Ottawa sinee his appoint- 
ment to the Cabinet. 

Interruptions were frequent as mingled 
Doos and cheers broke into his prepared 
address. Then question after question 
was thrown from the floor at the Gencral 
about his plans for disposition of the 
70,000 men of the Home Defence Army. 


The following ts a condensed 
report of the tumultuous meeting in 
Ottawa at which the members of the 
Oltawa Branch of the Canadian 
Legion, speaking undoubtedly on 
behalf of all their comrades through- 
oul the country, made it plain to 


General McNaughton that they 
strongly disapprove of his plan to 
continue voluntary enlistment of 
Home Defence men for overseas 
service, 


The temper of the meeting — tho 
regular monthly session of the Ottawa 
Branch — was sot before Genoral Mo- 
Naughton’s arrival, 

Holding up a copy of a local nows- 
paper, President R. B. Halpenny, who 
was chairman of tho meoting, drew 
attention to the front page flare which 
read; “Canadian Legion Domands Con- 
scription”, 

“I want a resolution from the floor 


of this meeting”, he invited, “to back up - 


the Dominion Council in its conscription 
policy announced today.” 


SA RRR eet eae eae Suu 


McNaughton Addresses Ottawa Legion 


A sectional ciew of the meeting last month at which the new Defence Minister. Gen. 
A. G. L. McNaughton, addressed the Ottawa Branch of the Canadian Legion. A packed 
hall heard the minister re-affirm his belief in the policy of voluntary enlistment for overseas 
service — a policy to which his listeners took strong, oulspoken exception. Note 
numerous newspaper correspondents sealed next to plalform. (Canadian Army Photo). 


Tho formal motion was passed unani- 
mously by n standing vole anid a thunder 
of cheors and applause. 


TWO METHODS 


Firat intorruption of the General’s 
address came When, ropoating the words 
of his Amprior speech of November 4, 
ho paid: "Iwo methods of solution (of 
the roinforooment problem) are open. 
Ono is to continue the voluntary system 

ser'vico overseas. «+ + + 
are there was a long and loud chorus 

"Nol Nol” ; 

a Goneral stood and wailed, and 
whon tho shouting died, continued: 

u, , the other is to resort to com- 


pulsion,” 
? Lore chooring rang through the assem- 


bly hall. 

VMnko thom do what others were 
made to do”, rang & law 

“Texnetly”, called another. 

Tho kouit subsided and the General 
continued: 

“I know full well... - 

“No you don’t”, someone shouted. 


“I know full well there is an honest 
difference of opinion as to the respective 
merits of these systems”, the General 
concluded his sentence. 

A moment later, the General on the 
basis of “reading and study’? of reports 
from officers in the field, declared: 

“I am firmly convinced that the best 
hope lies in the maintenance ot our long 
traditions of voluntary service. 

Again shouts of “No! No! No!” tumbled 
in a long chorus of shouting from dozens 


of throats. 
“What about the poor fellows who 


” 


a 


who know — to accept the assurance that 
I give that there is no other way to correct 
this situation in time to be of use.” 

Continued shouting of “No! No! No!” 
stopped the General short. 

Shouts to “take the Zombies’, broke 
out again. 

The General, unruffled, waited for the 
chairman to bring the meeting to order 
before further outlining his policy, which 
has been published by every newspaper 
in the Dominion und which space limita- 
tions do not permit The Legionary to 
reiterate. 

QUESTION PERIOD 


Even before the General sat down, 
members of the audience were on their 
feet with questions. 

“Ts this policy popular in the eight 
English-speaking provinces?” came the 
first question. 

“A fair question”, said General Mc- 
Naughton. “J have never been one who 
rested a decision in great matters on 4 
question of popularity one way or another. 

“Summoned by the Government in 
October of 1939, J was told I had been 
entrusted with the task of raising the 
first Canadian division and associated 
troops. 

“And when asked to outline the fundu- 
mental basis for organization, I mado 


`N 


who represented the Dominion President, Mr. 
third row behind the Governor-General is seen 


n the Capital 


ay ceremonies through the country on 
al any lime since the outbreak of war, 
paign was greater than ever before. 

z at the Canadian Legion's impressive 
by His Excellency the Governor-General, 
trl of Athlone is seen in the centre of the 
1, of Ottawa, representing the mothers of 
z}. and, on the extreme right, Mr. Will 
‘ice-President of the Canadian Legion, 
Alex. Walker, C.B.E., of Calgary. In the 


, in dark hat and overcoat with medals, Mr. 


E. J. Struthers, of Ottawa and Rock Island, P.Q., Dominion 2nd Vice-President of the 
Legion. Note Legion Standards in background. (Canadian Army Photo). 


it clear beyond the peradventure of a 
doubt, that I thought I could only carry 
it through on the basis of voluntary 
enlistment. . . 

“I have seen what the voluntary system 
can do. Without it we would have had 
no army worthy of the name, . . 

“Popularity has nothing to do with it, 
It rests only on morit.” 


PARENTS’ FEELINGS 


An ex-serviceman who had been iden- 
tifying himself previously as “the voice 
from the lower deck”, und “the voice 
of the rank and file’, called out to the 
General: 

“What is the feeling of the Canadian 
father who has sacrificed one or two sons, 
and has another Jud coming of military 
age? 

“Ilow daro you, sir, say to these boys 
whose brothers have been killed — how 
dare you ask these youngsters to go, 
when you have in this land 70,000 men 
with whom you know not what to do? 

“Are you going to send these boys 


over? You must be heartless. You must 
be utterly bad.” 

At this, the General strode to the edge 
of the platform and peered out over 
the audience before replying. Then, 
slowly, he said: 

“T say to you that this is no way to 
debate one of the most serious questions 
in front of us today. There never was a 
time when we should approach these 
matters with open minds and without 


passion, and base our decisions on cold 
reason as now,” 


POLITICAL EXPEDIENCY 


Another ex-serviceman asked: 
i “Though the Minister may be sincere, 
is he in his conscience also satisfied that 
the Prime Minister is not looking only 
to political expediency ?” 

There were cheers, and from the gallery 
came a voico: 

“He's looking for 65 votes,” (Quebec 
elects 65 members to the Commons.) 

“Answer yes or no”, called another. 

“The fundamental basis of recruiting,” 


volu 


vice. 


stri 
Affairs 
Health 


Colonel J. L. Ralston 


WITH PRIME MINISTER 


T the meeting with Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King on November 9 
the Legion's 

stated its views on the conscription issue 
in a carefully prepared letter which was 
read and fully discussed. 

During the interview, which lasted an 
d 20 minutes, the Prime Minister 
reiterated his well-known belief in the 
ntary system and his reasons for not 
introducing conscription for overseas ser- 
Needless to say, the Legion officers’ 
views remained completely unchanged. 

Present at the interview were Defence 


hour an 


Minister A. G. L. 
uction Minister 


Ralston Keeps Faith 


Ly T. A. McMaster ý 


“Be yours to hold it high’, the i 
Referring to that sacred, SER: ig re 
wee by men returned, alas, to dust, 

ho loved life but, loving, did not shed 
es courage — lacking in the living dead. 

ey shall not rest while regional distrust 
5 itholds the man-power needed for that thrust 

o vital to the Cause for which we bled 
a sons are “over there” and, loving life, 

ey, ep fans fought, are fighting and will die 
A ee vacillate ‘mid crises rife 

nd Zombies, unashamed, stand idly by. 

R A Fighters’ Man emerges from the strife, 
etrieves the Torch and proudly holds it high. 


~ 


The Dominion Council's letter to Mr. 
King read:— 
The Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, 
Prime Minister of Canada, 
Ottawa. 
Dear Mr. Prime Minister:-— 


It has long been the considered conviction 
of the Canadian Legion that this war de- 
mands the total mobilization of our nation’s 
resources and that any thought that it could 
be fought on a purely voluntary basis is pure 
romanticism. All recognize the inadequacy 
of attempting to finance the war by volunteer 
subscription and it would be so obviously 
unjust that it could not even be considered 
i feasible. The volunteer method of using our 
manpower is no less inadequate and even 
more unjust, Four years ago the Govern- 
ment recognized the necessity of compulsory 
military service but refused to apply that 
principle to service overseas because of 
previous election commitments. Two years 
ago the Legion co-operated with the Govern- 
ment in a plebiscite designed to release the 
Government from that pledge. Two-thirds 
of the people who voted across Canada voted 
Yes, and in eight oul of nine Provinces the 
percentage was overwhelmingly higher. Al 
the time the responsible Government heads, 


C.M.G., D.S.O. 


MEETING 


Executive Council 


surance that if the situation demanded il con- 
scription for overseas service would be im- 
posed. We come now asking that that prom- 
ise be implemented because all information 
available to us indicates thal tt has become 
necessary. 

The battle casualties, exclusive of normal 
wastage, are according lo the latest figures 
about twice the rale of recruttments, Artil- 
lery, R.C.A.F., and other specialized bran- 
ches of the Service are being stripped to pro- 
vide reinforcements for the infantry, and 
only a few days ago one of the responsible 


McNaughton, Recon- 
C. D. Howe, Veterans’ 
Minister Jan Mackenzie and 
Minister Brooke Claxton. 


7 


a challenge to the Legion to again arouse 
public opinion as in nineteen forty-one 
to demand full implementation of total 
war policy slop I request provincial 
commands lo both lead and arouse 
branches in an effort lo secure local action 
from other organizations, public bodies 
elcelera and particularly to see that 
Members of Parliament are approached 
if possible before the House convenes 
stop A circular has gone out to all branchas 
with copies of recent statements by council 
for their use and guidance stop What is 
needed now is the s'rongest possible public 
backing of a demand for the replacement 
of voluntary enlistment by conscription 
and immediate use of draftees for overseas 
reinforcements.” 


including the Prime Minis'er, gave us as- ' 


POOL OF DRAFTEES 
LARGELY IN WEST 


Those in Quebec Camps Form 
Smallest Units of Any 
‘Part of Canada 


—+— 


Ottawa, November 25. — @) — 
The September 30 disposition of 
26,000 operational home defence 
infantry from which most of the 
16,000 men likely will be drawn 
for the overseas reinforcement 


stvéam under the government's 
partial conscription policy showed 
that Pacific Commend had the 


a Eames 


jmgst-—17,000—and Qubece the leas 


| Figures released today by Ware 
time Information Board's publica- 
tion Canada at War showed there 
was a total of 22,200 draftees of this 
category in Canada „and 3,800 in 
“adjacent territories” — in opera- 
tional units. 

Besides the total mentioned as 
being in the Pacific Command and 
Cuebec there were 4,700 in the 
Maritimes, 2,200 in the Prairies and 
1,500 in Ontario. 

A comprehensive W.1.B. table 
broke down the effective draftee 
strength of 60,000 and showed the 
various stages of ‘training of the 
‘otal infantry potential of 42,000 
men. 

The table showed the districts 
where the men were serving Sep- 
tember 30 and-not where they were 
enrolled. The figures were not ad- 
justed for Quebec and Ontario 
military districts that overlapped 
in_each province. 

Table showing disposition of the 


——+:total 42,000 infantry potential: 


Op. Nonop. Training 
] . , Units Units Stream Total 
ONlaTle: panna A NEA 1.300 2,300 3,900 7,500 
, Quebec .. 200 3,000 1,800 5,000 
Maritimes 3:900 1,700 900 6,500 
rairies 3 +. 1,900 700 900 3,500 
Pacific Cmd. + 14,900 300 500 15,700 
} Total oss. 22,200 8,000 8,000 38,200 
3,800 eias thas 3.800 
26,000 8,000 8,000 42,000 
the remainder: i 
D. Norog; Training 6 
: 5 nits Stream ther: T 
ones HAG ia aaa S 200 20D 1,600 300 4200 
bec... . -2800 700 * 1,000 

Maritimes 800 1.600 400 200 3200 
Pacifi sees -. 300 600 400 200 1,500 
| iE Gide seasiskianiarens 3,000 400 100 300 3,800 

TOIAN aaie siewemstsioe saa 4,300 7,500 3 
Adj, territories ........ 800 ‘ we A ani E 
Grand total aois... 5.100 7,500 3,200 2200 18,000 


Godbout Takes Stand 
Against King Regime 


Quebec, November 27. — ©) — 
Adelard Godbout, former Liberal 
Premier of Quebec and leader of 
the Liberal opposition in the pro- 

| vincial Legislature, said in a 
statement today that “as long as 
the Ottawa government persists 
in its sudden, unexpected and 
unexplainable attitude, it will 
Tees o count ondhe oppasition of 

s of Que ‘bi 
Iam the head.” Dee Cras 

Mr. Godbout said he took his 
stand against the federal govern- 
ment’s policy on conscription 

i regret, but definitely.” 

‘I have always been against 
Conscription for overseas Sry 
ice, he said, “and I think that 
the voluntary system is in the 
pest interests of the country at 

Avge. I still think that, and I 
think also that this encroachment 
On the Liberal principles is a mi- 
stake for which the people of 


Canada will ask a severe account- , 


ing. 
“For the past five years, the 
voluntary system has riven the 
best results. If the necessa 
measures had been taken, I thin 
it would have continued to be the 
beat PELU the end of the war. 

| have only one attitud 
I will malntatn it.” ies 


sR MISS) 


$ Maj. 
oss Y Power to Mr. King, Novem. 


è eration Janot, on th 
the number of troops Which he nat 
parative se ae 
C Be aaue panasten mie Fat 
front so readily avail: bia anes tne 
4 s 


cannot accept now from a new 
minister Gen, cNaughton a rec- 
ommendation which i 


May I add that the task which 
you confided to me in May, 1940, 
of organizing the British Common. 
wealth joint air training plan has 
now been completed and the vlan 
; R is being wound up. The Royal Can- 

$ £ dadian Air Force overseas has reach- 
y | @d_the peak of its expansion. 

t | J shall always treasure the years 
(o£ association with you and my 


tran 


AE Mag 


 Draftees May Go G.S. 
Up to Embarking Day 


November 27, — @) — 
east aoa troops ordered 
overseas may, ponve TET j 

z a i 
facie “ae by barkation, rime Mv ee 
ister Mackenzie King said y 


“Bi SEMA. " personnel wbo 

convert to general emon before 
w 

embarkation AD ? 


Aram oe a S authorized to send 


z oon -in-council applies 
ei eels who are servin 


uence 0 
K ay serye in conseg Eo I 
CU been called up uo e e 
X ained: 
in-council 
orce,” 
an order 
ox such ad gonn 
dur dis- 


‘the order before the 
ould wish | 
‘i'r had 


aS now 
MOS? to the Nation. | @ 
h zation Act. 1 do 


ch, 
eae? and renewed his posi- 
tion at the curtain 


secretary had stated: “We s 


for the Quebec" 


bi i — Following” iş 
X me M ` the text of an 
resignation as ‘Aur Met Mackenz King and Hon e Mange of 


» Was accepted today; C C Power, 


vember 27S to Maj.’ Power No» 


1 duly received, on ` 
anne are ate, wie Toe 
resignation > 
ber of ihe government >> & Mem 
SEER TETORI, I have, 
I wW, haope hat 
it possible to reconsider Ent ee 
Cision, 1 have felt that th 


Member of as a 


the government, you 
h to rendor 
‘anada's war etort would have 
outweighed the other considerations 
on which you felt it necessary to 
resign. As, however, you have come 
to the conclusion ‘that you must 
adhere to your ori inal’ decision, 
I have most reluctan ly been oblig- 
ed to advise the Governor-General | 
thal your resignation should be ace | 
cepted; to this advice his Excellenc- | 
cy has given his consent. 

In not say how great is my 
regret that so trusted a colleague | 
and so close a friend should leave | 
the ministry at this time. This re- 
gret will, I know, be shared by all 
members of the government, | 

On my own behalf and on theirs, 
I would like warmly to reciprocate 
the feelings you have expressed as 
to what the years of our assaciation 
have meant to all of us personally; 
also to express appreciation of what | 
your services in the ministry at a 
tme of war have meant to our 


country and to the cause of free- 
aom. 


OTTAWA REPORTS - 
| FOURNIER RESIGNS 


But Minister of Public Works 
Refuses to Deny or 
Confirm Rumor 


Oitawa, November 27. —@) — Ru- | 
mors continued to circulate on Par- 
liament Hill today that Public 
Works Minister Fournier had either 
resigned or was thinking of resign- 

e conscription issue. ; 
igon thei however, were unsuc- 
cessful in getting a statement from 
a a were told by the 
minister's parliamentary office thal 
Mr. Fournier had gone to the cham- 
ber, But when he did not appear 
at his seat the newsmen investigat- 
ed and found that Mr. Fournier 


was standing out of sight behind the 


curtain at the rear of the chamber. 


an ear glued to an opening) 
Megpad Paa Sa was listening to 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King's 


5. 


po haa {old him the press would 


i him in the government | 
lobby and he shook so hgh rhen 

‘beckone: x 
éd that he would like a word with 
the minister. 


oy isteni is very im- 
1m Metenak Me. Honenter whe: 


a is s, li 
Previously the minister B peivale 


mm ke. ọn the re- 
a tp nent to iater {is the member 
3 .peeconsutaency’of Hull; 


There also were reports hat Agri- 


iner might re- 
culture Maire approached he said: 


ai all Quebec is against the war ef- 
fort.” 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1944. 


‘(POLITICS BLAMED 
FOR DISUNITY NOW |p 


Jean Charles Harvey De- 
clares Conscription Would 
Have Been Accepted in 1940 


— 


PLEADS FOR UNITY 


—— 


Tells Dominion Douglas 
Men’s Club Calm, Moder- 
ate Thinking Our Great- 

est Need Now 


If the politicians who wrongly 
said revolution in Quebec would 
follow a declaration of consrip- 
tion had called for total mobiliza- 
tion at the fall of France in 1940, 
the present incentive for disunity 4 
in Canada would have been avoid- 
ed, Jean Charles Harvey, editor of 
Le Jour, told the members of the 
Men’s Club of Dominion Douglas 
Church at a club dinner last night. 

In a plea for unity between 
French and English Canadians, “in 
a‘time that calls for calm and mod- 
erate thinking,” Mr. Harvey blamed 

resent conditions in Canada whol- 
y upon the politicians and thought- 
lessly overrated news reports of in- 
consequential events and state- 
ments that have misled the French 
and taught the English outside Que- 
bec to hate, 

Prefacing his address, on Pro- 
testants and Roman ’ Catholics 
Building a Nation, with his views 
on the animosities Presently exist- 
ing between the two great races in 
Canada he said, “It is wrong to 
make it a matter of race.” 

“While thousands of our French- 
speaking men with the armed 
forces are fighting with great 
courage overseas, some politicians 
+ +. and unfair articles printed in 
some English papers have led peo- 
ple outside Quebec to think that 


é 

“I tell you that if, after. the fall 
of France in 1940, the authorities 
had called conscription there would 
not have been any trouble, but the 
Politicians, Liberal, Conservative 
and even C.CF., told the men at 
Ottawa that conscription would 
have meant revolution in Quebec. 
That was not true. I know my peo- 
ple and they would have submit- 
ted to the laws of the count: 7” he 
said, Continuing, “Our population 
(French) has been misjudged - 


Where Did They Stand? 


Sir,—Defence Minister McNaugh- 
ton ina recent press report stated: 
“Information given me at the 
conference of officers in Ottawa 
confirmed my belief more than ever 
that the continuation of the volun- 
tary policy would provide the re-| 
inforcements." \ 

With the resignation of Brig, R. 
A. Macfarlane, Officer Command: 
ing, M.D. No, 10, Winnipeg, Man., 
it appears the public is being 
misled by the statement made by 
General McNaughton at the press 
conference, 

It would be interesting to the 
public to know how many of the 


officers at the conference of of- 


ficers held by General McNaugh- 
ton, concurred in the General's be- 
lief that the best hope lay in main- 
taining the vluntary system. 

B. WATKIN. 
Montreal, November 24, 
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The finite ming does not requi grasp 
ceed quire to the in- 
finitude of truth, but only to go forward from ‘Tight 


—P. Boyne. 
MONTREAL, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 


QUEBEC LEADERS SET EXAMPLE, 


Within the last few days—since the Govern- 
nent opened the door to conscription—three lead- 
ts of French Canada have spoken, One is His 
xcellency Cardinal Villeneuve, Archbishop of 
uebec. Another is Hon, Maurice Duplessis, 
emier of the Province of Quebec. The third is 


on. P. J. A. Cardin, who resigned from the 
‘binet of Prime Minister W. L. Mackenzie King 


yen Bill 80 was introduced in 1942. AN three 
ake during one of the most critical times in the 
story of the province. But each urged an atti- 
ie high enough to control the bitterness of dis- 
asionment. 


Hon. Maurice Duplessis drew pointed attention 
the fact that no man ina democracy has the 
ht to take the law into his own hands, but 
ist make his will—even his indignation—known 
‘thin the limits of the constitution and legal- | 
-” He did not retire from the open declaration 
at the authorities at Ottawa have ill-used their 
‘wer and acted contrary to their engagements 
id promises, But it was just because of the 
‘pth of French Canada’s bitterness that he urged 
straint. “Be firm in reclaiming our rights,” he 
iked, “but use calmness and moderation which 
necessary at all time, and especially so in 
voubled times,” Thus it was proper for Hon. 
Jaurice Duplessis, as the chief executive of the 
rovince and himself a lawyer by profession, to 
rge a respect for the sovereignty of law. 


Hon. P. J. A. Cardin declared that he had come 


give an accounting for the mandate which had |. 


ven given him. He had retired from the Liberal 
abinet in 1942 because he suspected then that 
r. King was less than sincere in his anti-con- 
-iptionist declarations. What he had suspected 
d now happened and his action of two years 
9 had been justified. But though he spoke bit- 
Jy of the lack of frankness with which the 
ange in policy had been made, and all the 
isiveness of “just a little conscription”, yet his 
| a to French Canadians was not to lose the 
idwill of the English-speaking citizens of other 
vinces. He stressed that he had not come to 
jounce the formation of any political party nor 
jaunch any political creed, Thus it was for 
3, Mr. Cardin, as the man who. had suspected 
element of bad faith in the Government and 
ə had seen it demonstrated, to at once make 
yr to his countrymen the fact of their decep- 

and the need for an attitude of controlled 
_diness- 


° 


2 


e 


| And then he advanced the astounding contention 
| that “this repeated return to battle, instead of | 
king for less casualties, might very easily make 


To Understand and appreciate the tui value 
and quality of these restrained statements it la 
Necessary to bear fully and fairly in mind the 
important place which conscription has come to 
Occupy fh the thought and feeling of French 
Canada. The bitterness of French Canadians at 
this time arises not only from the fact that a 
Polley has been adopted with which they are not 
ìn agreement, but from the sharper fact that the 

eral Government which has exploited thelr 
anti-conseriptionist sentiment through a quarter 
ofa century has now swiftly and evasively pre- 
sented them with a conscription measure, 

True it is that all parties in federal politics 
have made antitconscriptionist appeals to Quebec 
in the hope of winning the Quebee support. The 
Conservative Party did just that In the last fed- 
eral election, and ts leader, Dn R. J. Manion, 
later stated that the party had been defeated bo- 
cause it had somehow failed to make Its declara- 
lions as convincing as the Liberals, Certaln It is 
that the Liberals, of all federal parties, had bullt 
on anti-conseription appeals as on a cornerstone, 
As late as November 3, 1944, Mr. King was 
prophesying that conscription would divide tho 
country, not only in the present time, but for 
generations to come, The antl-conscriptionists of 
French Canada naturally placed thelr failh in a 
man who took so serious a view of their stand, 
But the element of bad faith in all these anti- 
conseriptionist promises from federal parties lay 
in the plain fact that no government could say 
what the necessities of a long hard war might 
exact in national sacrifice. These “no-conscrip- 
tion” promises were not made with responsible 
realism but for political advantage. 

The most bitter of all disappointments is the 
disappointment of disillusionment. This is what 
French Canada now experiences. In the stress 
and strain of its inner conflict, its leaders have 
resisted the temptations of their feelings, and 
have shown loyalty to the best traditions of an 
historic province. 

———_— 


Alliad trann._~-1-—: ss 


MR. POWER BESMIRCHES FINE RECORD. 


As Minister of National Defence for Air, Hon. 
C. G. Power has had the opportunity of directing 
what may well be regarded as the most extensive 
and most effective single contribution of Canada 
to the war potential of the United Nations—the 
British Commonwealth Air Training Plan and the 
accompanying mobilization of the R.C.A.F. He 
has been widely honored for the personal contri- 
bution he has made to the success of this great 
Project. His organizing and executive abilities, 


` the broad-scale vision with which he undertook 


development of the Plan, and his gift for inducing 
other competent men to work together as a team 
under him, were key factors in the splendid 
achievements of the scheme, 

It is appalling, therefore, that he should have 
chosen to besmirch this fine record by his incred- 
ibly narrow declaration on the reinforcement 
question yesterday. In seeking to justify to the 
House of Commons his resignation from the Gov- 
ernment because of the despatch of draftees over- 
seas, Mr. Power did more than expound illogical 
and unrealistic views of how the reinforcement 
problem was to be met. He flung before the 
House and thence to the public what can only be 
deemed a sinister distortion of the demands of 
Allied military policy upon the fighting man- 
power and war commitments of this country, 

At the same time he sought to exploit to his 
own political advantage the most elemental emo- 
tions of those whose loved ones are or will be 
among the troops in battle overseas. The theme 
of his speech was a reprehensible effort, to stir 
these emotions with a cruelly inflammatory con- 
cept of the effect of High Command requirements 
on casualties. 

> e ¢ 

Canadians will be astonished and disquieted 
to the point of anger that Mr, Power, only lately 
a minister of the Crown responsible for a major 
Phase of Canada’s military war effort, should 
seek to pin on General Eisenhower, Supreme 
Allied Commander, the blame for a supposedly 
brutal policy, 

According to Mr. Power, General Eisenhower's 
strategy is to “strike the enemy again and again, 
and to give him no rest and no respite.” As a 
governing principle to bring about decisive defeat 
of Germany at the earliest possible time, the 
soundness and effectiveness of such a strategy 
seem self-evident. But this involves, said Mr. 
Power, replacement of casualties within 24 hours, 


ma! 


Pa » rp 


HAVE WE REALLY COME TO THIS? 


the House an 
Government Js not seeking from 
of eae In the administration of all its policies but in 


overseas conscription only, 
j “Thin ‘Prime Minister W. L. Mackenzie King 


address yesterday in the Commons, He supported his confidence 


made clear in hi 


. He took pains to m 
ton with a remarkably curious defence. H È 
aleat That ha has never believed in conscription. He does not bed 
llove that any real need overseas makes its adoption necessary even” 
now. It was wholly a movement of organized unrest, the like of 


y that compelled its 

hich has never been seen in Canada before, ; 
plist. This movement of organized unrest, so far frum having — 
any justification in fact, will one day “be exposed and fully con- 


adoption. 


demned.” 


men oversea 
moan,” 


12. In this statement Col. Ralston emphasized 
crisis would not arise overseas until the New 


action were taken in despatching the draftees 


vice, and in this way to prevent the crisis from 
k > 


p3 
pa 


should be asked to make this further sacrifice?” 


In order to explain and justify this contention that conscription 
Js really nol necessary he proceeded to repeat his previous state- 
ment that there is no immediate reinforcement shortage. 
Ralston, he again says, informed him that there would be no rein- 
forcement crisis until after the New Year, and consequently (Mr. 
King concludes) the failure to introduce immediate conscription 
would not have prejudiced the security of the men overseas. Fa 

This, of course, is simply a repetition of what Mr. King said in| 
his radio speech on November 8, and which Col. Ralston found 
it necessary publicly to correct in his statement issued on November 


CoL 


that though the 
Year, it could be 


averted only by immediate action at home; for only if immediate 


could a sufficient 


number of trained men arrive in time to be put into front-line ser- 


arising: 


But Mr. King, ignoring entirely Col. Ralston’s correction, re- 
peats the misleading statement that there is no immediate rein- 
forcement crisis. And he asks the question: “Do you wonder that 
some members of the Cabinet found it difficult to realize why we 


More than this, Mr. King went on to emphasize that he was so 
opposed to conscription that he yielded not to any inner change of 


conviction but only to the pressure of his Cabinet. He admits that 


<<< he once feared that he might be left with the full 


When he finally yielded to the 


bility of carrying on the war. 


load of responsi- 


Cabinet's demands, he said that he made a “passionate appeal” to 
his ministers not to press for any extreme measure, but to limit the 


measure to the specific 16,000 N.R.M.A. men. 
Finally Mr. King, even at the present difficult 


and urgent stage, 


is determined to continue with his long-established method of pre- 


senting himself as the supreme peacemaker, 


while at the same time 


practically encouraging the anti-conscriptionists to raise their op- 


position. He declares that the conscription issue is 


“the most serious 


one with which this Parliament, I believe, has been faced at any 
lime.” He warns that the country is facing the Possibility of 


anarchy, and asks the leading question: 


“How can you think that 


there is not going to be a situation much graver than any of us 


can realize?” 


* ¢ ` 


conscription issue. 


saying all that any man could say in 
asks the House to support a confidence 


; try really reached this level of impoverishment? 


venomous back-slash’ 
draftee issue down to 5 
it will do nei 


that seeks to drag the 
We are sure 

Canada any 
of his 


a} 


He himself felt “the impact of the shock” when he found that j 
ho would have to consider the question of sending men across the ; 
sens by conscriplion at this stago of the war. “What seemed hardest 
to understand,” he sald, “was how, after all we have done and were 
dolng lo make Canada’s effort a total effort, we should suddenly 
have to ellhey accept or reject this obligation of sending additional 
under conscription with all that that was certain to 


$ 


THE RIGHT WORD 


Lo of Quebec thought, while 
opposing the Government's course on 
reinforcements, have themselves pursued the 
admirable policy of counselling restraint by 
the people. The issue now before the country 
has given rise in the past to heated con- 
troversy, at times to violence. Now, however, 
there is evidence that Quebec will accept the 
majority decision, protesting, as it has a 
right to protest, in the democratic way, but 
nevertheless abiding by the law. 
Premier Duplessis is to'be commended for 
his leadership in this matter. Immediately 
the decision to send draftees overseas was 


iof Quebec “to withhold until the proper time 
‘their condemnation or otherwise of any acts 
‘of the Ottawa Government,” “In the interests 


of the country, I ask everyone to make their 
wills known within the limits of the Constitu- 
tion and legality.” 


the law has not fallen upon,deaf ears. Since 
Jast week, when Ottawa announced its new 
policy, there has been speech-making, but 
little demonstration, There is every evidence 
` that Quebec is determined, this time, to make 


rest of Canada, but to do so with the 
restraint imposed by law and & wholesome 


IT’S YOUR BABY, MR. KING 


its will known to the Government and the | 


announced, Mr. Duplessis advised the people |: 


i] 
1 


of the province,” he added, “in the interests L 


This plea to the population to abide by |. 


yw 


Highlights of Debate 


BY PREMIER KING: 


Col. J. L. Ralston, former 
Defence Minister, was. asked to 
head the’ Government and take 
the responsibility for a con- 
scription policy but would not 
do so. Other Cabinet Ministers 
also declined to head the Gov- 
ernment. 

BOR 

Canada faced the possibility 
of “anarchy” unless the House 
of Commons could unite behind 
a government that would carry 
on. 

* s 

Canadian soldiers now were 
among Allied troops fighting on 
German soil in some measure, 

* * * 

Home Defence troops ordered 
‘overseas may convert to general 
service by volunteering up to 
the time of embarkation. 

C 8 E a 

His resignation nas Prime 
Minister would bo forthcoming 
if ho did not get the support of 
a large majority of his own 
party on a vote of confidence 
motion, 

e s 

He has never sought to 
appease Quebeo or to please one 
province rather than another, 
but he attempted to have the 
people understand Quebec. 

eo & 
BY GORDON GRAYDON: 
a 


The crisis was a reinforce- 
ment crisis and it could have 
been solved by the Government 
itself had it had the courage to 
do so without creating the dis- 
tr it created. 


Premicr Foresees 
Danger in Dispute 


TTAWA, Nov, 28—(C. P.) — 
Unless the “House of Com- 
mons cnn unite In a reasonable 
mensuro to support an admin- 
istration that can carry on at ` 


The Progressive Conservatives 
believed tho Government should 


this time of war we have to face 
the possibility of anarchy in. 
Canadas while our men are fight- 
Jng oversees, giving their lives 
that we may maintain our free 
institutions and that we may 
havo n continuation In peace and 
accord through years to come” 
Primo Minister Mackenzle King 
sald yesterday In the Commons, 

Mr, King mado the statement | 
after reading from a speech by 
Sir John A. Macdonald in 1365 
asking for confederation. Sir 
John had appealed for unity In 
the face of an { 
anarchy The situation 
existed in Canada then was ap- 
plicable to Canada today, sald 
Mr. King. 

“Honorable gentlemen may be- 
little those words, but they are 
the words of one, no matter to 
what party he belongs, which 
are entitled to the greatest con- 
sideration that can be given,” 
said Mr, King. 

“lf there was danger at a time 
when ell was peacefal through- 
out the world and Canada was 
on the threshold of her national | 
life that anerchy might develop 
in the country because the men 
of Quebec and the men of On- 
tario could not unite to compose 
the differences that were be- 
tween them and meet the situa- 
tion, how much greater is that 
possibility after five ycars of 
war, a wer that still continaes 
and is in the throes of the most 
appalling phaso of the struggle? 
How can you think that there is 
not going to be a situation much 
graver than any of us can begin 
to realize?” 


have made all draftees available 
for overseas service. 
C F 8 


_ ‘The House had Jost confidence 
in the Prime Minister. 


Ss 8 & 


His party’s amendment to the 
vote of confidence motion de- 
clared that the Government had 
failed to obtain adequate rein- 
forcements by failing to estab- 
lish compulsory service for all 
Home Defence Army personnel. 

+ F # 


BY M. J. COLDWELL: 


The C.C.F. party felt that 
wealth as well as -manpower 
should be conscripted for an all- | 
out war effort. 

ee Oe 

All parties in the House had 
repudiated conscription in 1939, , 
but he now was convinced rein- 
forcements were necessary and 
that the voluntary system was 
inadequate. 

e+ % 

Under tho Government's 
policy, Canada would have four 
different types of servicemen— 
Generul Service personnel, vol- 
unteers for the European 
theatre, men drafted to the 
front line and Home Defence 
troops. 

* A 

His party’s sub-amendment to 
the confidence motion called for 
removal of all distinction be- 

volunteer 


Se p _ 


acter Ő 
—_ - 


Passive Resistance 
——————— 


Students Stage Silent March, 
Protest Against Conscription 


Banners Denounce “Dictatorship,” 
And Charge “National Unity Broken” 


Moke than 2,000 Freno 
he plunger oning p f 
povjallstie divtatorahip’ in a 
pria Lufontalno Park to Phillips 
sllonce followed by Lhd singling *of 


Atter remaining silli on the square for a few minutes, with pos- 


ters and banners high, one of the 
Sean ee 


ee ee re a ey 


| 


Keep 


hy V Ph 


RAN 


me 


wow 


h-Canadian youths/ most of them reported to 
osters denouncing conscription and the “Im- 
jlenk march last night which took them 


Square for a 15-minute period of 
“O Canada.” 


leaders of the parade climbed the} 


@aleps of the King Edward VII mon- | 


ument und told a silent audience 
that “our alm has been achieved.” 
Mustn’t Do Damage 

He added: “You must break 
nothing. This js the aim of this, 
demonstration. In a few minutes | 
we shall all sing ‘O Canada’, and | 
aflerwards you must all disband | 


and return quietly to your homes. 
You must not damage anything.” 

Three youths stood on the steps 
of the monument holding up a 
banner which read “National 
Unity js Broken.” 

The silence was broken when 
the order was given for the sing- | 
ing of "O Canada”, with all sing- 
ing as loud as they could. Passers- 
by on St. Catherine street gath- 
ered near the square and some 
joined in the singing, 
|l” The parade started from the 
Dollard Monument in Lafontaine 
Park shortly after 8 o'clock and 
marched slowly down Amherst 
street to St. Catherine street and 
west to Phillips Square. 


Traffic Tylayed 

Street cars and busses were de- 
layed as the participants staged 
their march down the centre of 
Amherst and St. Catherine streets, 
and long lines of automobiles had 
to find other thoroughfares. West- | 
bound trams were forced to follow 
the parade slowly along the 


-|Stveets, although some of the cars 


were re-routed along Ontario 
street, Eastbound trams were not! 
affected. | 

A few unidentified young men In| 
army uniforms.“accompanied the 
paraders along the route of march. 

Leaders of the parade walked“ 
alongside the youths all along the 
route’ and discouraged them from 
talking, “Silence! Silence!” one of 
the leaders said as some of the 
youths began talking just west of 
Bleury street. The parade and 
period of silence at Philips Square 
ended before 10 o'clock. 


ees Er 


A ai 


"ibed as 


earders from thelr officers. 


wan and Prince Edward Island.) 


‘or damage to civilian properly, 
Men Carried Arms 
A dispa 


a French-Canadian 


ot 


T a meetin; was held. 


ton yesterday 
held in tne T 


on Hall have 


to tie school as m 
damaged a sign there Saturday. 


people,” he continued. 
Took Torpedoes 


At the weekend the men took 
and monar 
bombs but returned them later, 
saying they were too dangerous 
to fool with. However. they still 
have rifle ammunition, said the 

i spokesman, adding that mengs 
ze been sent 10 Prime Minister 
S i through ne 
Officer Commanding list- 
General ee ee 


E 
È Bangalore torpedoes 
È 


Mackenzie King 
ing the grievances 
strators. 

“It boils down 
just don’t want to £0 
szid the spokesman. 

A dispatch from 
night seid that draftees from 
Teziments took part in 


their homes in Quebec. 


seas E2TVICE. - 
Other Demonstrations 


at Vernon, Chilliwack, 


streets for l 
ng ant- 
and shouting slogans. 
At Vernon an 


y 
ANCOUVER, Nov. 28—(C.P.)-—A military spokesman at Terrace, | 
today described draftee troops hate r d 
cr demonstrations there for three days as “mutineors” and | 
‘their pay and allowances have been stopped while they refuse to | 


y wch from Terrace said 
that draftee troops from tbe camp 
regiment 


but some carried Bren guns for 
the first time since the demon- 
stratians began. The parade, which 
was followed by officers in ve- 
hicles, stopped at a sawmill where 


As a result of the demonstra- 
/, schoo] classes being | À 
ferrace Canadian Le- tive service troops, 
been cancelled. | ilians st io 
ficials said they feared damage | con 
demonstrators 


to the fact they 
overseas,” 


Terrace last 
three 
the de- 

tration and that they had de- 
menaa that they be returned to 


Pacific Command Headg uarters 


announced that inquiries will 
age demonstrations at 


callup troops available for over- 
Demonstrations have been held 


Nanaimo, 


ess than an hour, car- jthe bes? 
conscription placards | ments: 


(Peer 


Mutineers 


who have engaged in antl- 


j (The brigade at Terrace is made up of a French-speaking regl- 
ment from Quebec and English-speaking regiments from Saskatche- 


“The demonstrations at Terrace, 450 miles north of Vancouver, 
“were the largest of a half-dozen in British Columbia during the week- 
end. The third day of the demonstrations at Terrace came to a close 
mst might without violence and the spokesman at Brigade Herd- 
ers indicated the present attitude among the men 
4 owed to run its course provid- ®© 
ing there is no injury to civilians! & second demonstration last night 


would be 


was mquciched by military police 
who dispersed paraders gathering 
outside their barracks, From 150 
| to 200 draftees had gathered when 
the military police arrived, Earlier 
i yesterday section seven of the 


threatening imprisonment for life 
for any soldier convicted of incit- 
ing to mutiny, rioting or taking 
part in any similar disturbance, 


Ottawa Parade Halted 


OTTAWA, Nov. 28—(C.P.)—Ac- 
ailors-and civ- 
st night ke up an anti-/ 

iption parade of about 100 
M.A. troops within a few 
ks of its starting point at near- 


| 


px 
bloc! 


parade and mixed in with the par- 
aders when their invitation to 
“Step out and fight” was refused. 

City police squad cars, Army 
provost cars and members of the 
{naval shore patrol went to the 
Iscene and when a third police car 
arrived the demonstrators took to 
flight, dropping their signs as they 
went. Police said no arrests were 
made and no serious injuries were 
reported. 

It was reported that the, parade 
apparently was organized earlier, 
last night with the object of trav-, 
eling to Parliament Hill. Residents | 
of the Lansdowne Park district 
said one group was formed about 
6 p-m., but that it later broke up 
without moving off. Only prop- 
erty. damage zepoan was the 
tearing of a mailbox from a tele- 
phone pole near the scene of the 
scuffle. 


More Volunteers 


average weekly figures for Octo- 
ber and the early part of Novem- 
ber, Defence Minister McNaugh- 
ton announced Jast night. 

He said the increases were par- 
ticularly evident in returns from 


He said the units from which the 
‘tions were being made are 


war service gratuities. 


rmy Demonstrators i | 


(Undecided 


To Hear Premier 


A comprehensive report of the 
Prime Minister's address and op» 
pesition apeakers’ statements will 
be found on pages four and five, 

fe el 


OTTAWA, Nov. 28 — 
(C.P.)—Leaving a caucils 
of Quebec Liberal mengber's 
of Parliament here today, 
Wav Services Minister La- 
Fleche snid that “It was n 
very cordial meeting and 
there will be no bolters” 
from the party over the con- 


* 


(Star Special by Staff Corres- 
pondent) — Whether the 
hitherto commanding majority 
of the Mackenzie King Govern- 
ment in the House of Com- 
mons may be whittled to the 
vanishing point was the sub- 
ject of endless conferring and 
calculating and caucusing in 


heavy inroads. 


The Quebec Liberal members 
are largely in revolt against’ the 
conscription measure of the Gov- 
ernment even though itis a milder 
measure than js proposed either 
by the Progressive-Conservatives 
or the-C.C,.F. One of the dévelon- 


the tater party came forth fer all 
jout conscription. 


\ O.0.F, Now Definite 

It is not an unusual thing in the) 
House of Commons for'a party or 
a group to present an amendment 
and then when it is dcfeate) vote 
for the main motion of the Gov- 
ernment, That is not to happen on 
this occasion. The  C.C.F, sub- 
amendment to be voled on first 
will be defeated overwhelmingly; 
but on the motion of confidence in 
the Government their 10 members 


feated. Then the Opposition party 
will be against the Governmeni. 
While it is for the “vigorous war 
effort" it finds it not Vigorous 
enough at present, 
Thus two of the parties, Pro- 


n-tional leader, Solon 
here, is out with a 
a gencral election now would 

“criminal folly.” Such an electis 
would inevitably follow the defeat 
of the Government, It is not clear, 


Low, who is 
statement that 


syen(s—of yesterday” Was the Way |> 


To Get Gratuities 


À A An Editorial 

Pay and Allowances Stopped Members Caucus PREMIER KING has confronted the country with the 

On Refusing Orders—Men Carry Ar | making n momentous decision, His determination 10 resp, < 
. arry rims not a threat bul an Impecative of the situation created t; 


The Army spokesman said the|by Lansdowne Park. Parliamentary circles today. present Administration, in the situation in Canada and in 
parade involved 1,000 to 1500| The group formed up on a side There are 234 members in world such as we have at the present time. 
men. He added that not more|sireet near the park and, carrying h H Later he summed up the prospect in perhaps the most inipogs 
than 25 per cent of the troops in{signs reading “Down With Coa- the House. There are |I nea aiie 5 
the area were actively inyolved|scription.”” made their way up vacancies. Of that 234 the ant passage in his address: A 
and that the remainder were j|Bank street. Spectators said that Government dinarily h “Tt will not help the Army to defeat the present Gove: 
_ forced into the demonstration by jat Bank ang Clemow streets in Ot- | SNe Ore naEyy, nes! a ment and possibly force a general election. I will not ta 
T- Gntimidation. “Men are going|}tawa South two. sailors and an| commanding lead. The lead spility. Eana thew b 
~ active just to get away from those |active service soldier spotted the is now: the subject of ‘very that responsibility. The Government an e former Minister 


made into Home Defence draftee volun- will line up against it, , r p 5: E 
-A British Columbia centres since |ieers for overseas for the week The Beopreasive P comarantin Power might have justified fully on other grounds. When he y 
Friday in which arate ES ended last Saturday were more amendment, to be the subject of that General Eisenhower's policy “instead of making for } 
protested the Dominon 6000 than four times greater than the the second vote, will alsy b> de-| casualties, might easily make for more,” he begs the y 


: id a i nel. I coe I e f n 
eepe i Aep Gear ong ET e aaa selection of draftees greene Snae Nend ECT, the desert that policy saved lives, and there js no reason why, if s 
arh at Terrace and at Prince |is being carried out with we ob- ministration. The Social FER continue to do our full share by keeping the Canadian Army 
be Seah wiere a bane oy vered ie A nE Na T oee paT iay vato 0 members may sup-| 58S fully reinforced, it should not do so in Europe. % 
4 eo r ise fhan an hour, car- [ihe bestt fantry reinforce- Pe avernment since the Again we suggest that the country’s attention must not 
the best-trained infantry 


rep ded that however, wheth 
inion. Head t » Whether Mr, Low speaks lan alread 
Pe Would be no discrimination for his. party as well as himself, £ 7 made. 
against draftees in the matter o EER EE = - 


= 


Reinforcements Neede 
Not an Election 


Por 


critics, If he la forced to resign, a general election is in ‘ 
—and an eloctlon now would delay the sending of reinforcer 
overscas, porliaps until too late. This Is the decision the 
Parllament and people must make: Whether to throw the e 
Into tho turmoll of àn election which would undoubtedly 
sending of reinforcements, or send the reinforcements as 

‘here can be only one answer to the problem here 
The Conadians oversens must be reinforced by Mid-Jay 
Atrangements have been mnde to provide those reintareer 
Even It Its critics sticceeded In defeating the Government oq 
motion of confidence now before the House, they would be 7 
If they tool office, to pursue the plan the Government has 
made. ‘There 1s no alternative now, Colonel Ralston and 
McNaughton are agreed that reinforcements can be provides 
only from ‘among the draftces, and if they are not provided frg 
{hat source they will not be provided at all. Critics et 


em ponparade! aan pe pion- Ringa Rules ane Regulations of scription issuc. A Government's policy must therefore assume the responsibil E 
an che hours nada were read t rH 

through the streets. They were | Defence man in camp with aie = suggesting ‘some BOE SN Fee dima on 

C not as noisy as in earlier parades | phasis on the Denali y phrase OTTAWA, Nov. 28 — adopted so that, when the anticipated emergency arises, rein 


ments will be there, 
* * * 


HE PRIME MINISTER put the matter succinctly towarg 
end of his.moving speech yesterday: 

“This House of Commons will have to express its views 
to whether, it is prepared to support the present Ministry is 
the carrying out of the provision of the Orders-in-Counes 
which have been passed, to take the responsibility which 
pe theirs, with all the consequences of rejecting support to t 


of Natlonal Defence are agreed that the Army cannot wait 
for reinforcements for two or three months while the questio 
of method is decided at the polls.” ~ 4 
Mr. King thus neatly places his critics on the horns i 
a dilemma, Are they more interested in defeating the Goverom 
now than they are in getting reinforcements to the troops? l 
is the question they must answer, and the answer must be um 
dakably clear. ; ; 
With the Prime Minister's general argument in support 
acticn he kns taken, we need not be concerned here, The 
is so situnted that no alternative government could take ave: 
Mr. King should resign without dissolving the House. And IEW 
House were dissolved and’an election called, the very purpose of 
this debate, in and out of the House, would be frustrated. 
* * * i 
is regrettable that Major Power, in confirming his resignat 
as Minister for Air, thought it necessary to criticize Gent 
Eisenhower's policy of hitting the Germans hard and continuous 
That statement injects an ugly note into a position which 


question. Such a policy was not alone General Eisenhower's. Wh 
Wendell Willkie visited General Montgomery in the desert, 
great soldier said to him: “I tell you, Willkle, it's the only way 
will defeat the Boches—give them no rest, give them no rest.” | 


diverted from the principal task before it. That task is to pro 
relnforcements for the overseas army and provide them when 
are needed. Nothing less will do. And because the country 
no workable alternative before it, we must go forward with 


The statement:— y 
“The selection of N.R.M.A, pi 
sonnel to proceed overseas U cr 
the terms of the order-in-coune 
recently passed, extending he 
area FS | service of such personne 
to the European theatres, r e |} 
carried out with the ob. Selly or 
making available immed. ately for 
despatch overseas the best-tra ie 
infantry reinforcements. This b 
s the only arm of the service ! 
which there is a possible prospec- 
tive shortage of reinforcements. 
“The units now In Canada from 
which this selection is being mule 
lare representative of all sect ons 
|of the Dominion, and it is esl 
moled that the men 50 selec ed Cniistments from the general pub. 
will provide an adequate represen: Cr e e A con tndes 
tation from all parts of the c is IINA Ory rale: 


“In connection with the matter 
of gratuities, under the War Ser- 
vice Grants Act, to which this per- 
sonnel will be entitled; when this 

uestion was discussed in ‘the 
douse of Commons last week, both 
the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs 
and the Minister of National De- 
fence gave assurance of the Gov- 
ernment’'s intention to make pro- 
vision that all personnel proceed- 
ing overseas will receive the same 
treatment regarding gratuities pay- 
able in respect of their period of 
service overseas. 

“The Minister of National De- š 
fence also stated that voluntary - 


| 


to meet the requirements O | «As regards the N.R.M.A., he 
ihe, overseas units from ina various said the the figures for the week 
Canada. ending Saturday Nov. 25, covering 
the men in N.R.M.A, units who had 

voluntarily assumed the obligation 

for service overseas, had increased 

to more than fourfold over the 

ayers g October 

% ber 


territorial areas of 


i 


tations 

© tours ò 

of systematic re- 
taken, Mr. Power 
the voluntary“ sys- 
fs country had been 
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By James A, Oastler fo a a which “ylelded more 

Star Stali Correspondent men lasl year than u a nw mi rit 
ç 7 ald or eve nticipated nnd w , i) 
ov. 28—There Was no need for conscript whieh. In thaw ie AE ve TTA The anewer and ne his 
at wis stage of the war wi = plion In this MiAlier’ Gh National Donor Nar nnswer-—is Ihat the ot 
iS viċtory is certain,” Jf When “by most authorita- T of, Nations! Derner hn Government has lost Ihe trust o 
Com » Hon. C. G. Power told members of frot faled, would have rurficer nt the best of his own Ministers, Jost 
mons yesterday in reciting his reasons for SO} tals stage of the war, when by the iho respect of Parliament, and 
\dministration, ns for quitting | most authoritative accounts vic- loat, Irvetrlevably, the confidence 

overnment had no right to tear tho ory ts certain,” of the vountry, 
‘Measure at this stage of the war country apart by bring- |) Conscription Mlaht be fusttfled “jf {hla Government Order-In- 
fied had D-Day been a © + Conscription might have | N times of erists and In defence of Counell, with is proviston for 
instead of a brili f a ee one's codntry and In the decnssion yarting conser}plon be mennt 
oh ot! ant |B on NIN RA in 1942 he asaid sn. TL yonestly, why a Colonel Ralston, 
c herwise, might have been justified In cers the conserpllonist, kieked out and 
tain, periods and pisna of MiL Gen, Me alt HE Pe 
Ree 4 war" when we were on the Brink solptlonist pu n The rime 
5 wed by the recep. ` of almost certain defent, 1t M tater has dropped a tried and 
‘got from his former col- might have bean justified If Peay | oxperlenced  ndministrator and 
taken on one he hod dismissed but 


iit eS, the former Air Minister, | 


į had been a amamiing eotastrophe 
lt a Veteran of the Jast war 


instead of a brillant success. But a few months before, If the 


ard Premier Ki is i these davs are past. We hove to colonel's polley and advice were 
Mowing tribi King pay him a) right to fear this country righi and the General's policy anil 
form, tribute. The work he per- | asunder at this stage and th thils advice wero wrong, why dsn 
Re Mm the British Common. stato of war," Colonel alain wig Fa a 
| i 7 moes Allel "the now polley Ink ols 
aa Aìr Training Plan alone | Fig el one of all (he coun to ndminister jt and 
E never de forgotten. j As to the consequenc General McNaughton who advo- 


par. King opened proceedings at 
ine ne Taob" sitting bv announ- | 


this controversy, millions of i A i 
Hse, Seuta oesie Ta mit'anta = etad tho wrong pole, dlptaseti? 
of Canada and of all shades of povl da (hat this new device might 
opinion were Now in the proce) Welt turn oul -to=be bul another 


he had accepted th i 
PB e resigna- j (of hating and vovlling one nN- (political manoeuvre. 


On of Mp Power. Mr. Power took | 


; ev. S qd sincere cone 
Page 2 al Cabinet benches. | | ee ing aren way to iyatern Questions Confidence 
ha y ey el Bag | atatan e ina bawo Tiesa, “I aske the peopl of fila sount ey ‘ 
ecu. find ft passible to “But the most tragle thing of Loco WEN the eve sidar ue 
ñs Seo ower to reconsider all is the weakening of falth and he ioveutons and retreats, all the 


S Gecision to resign but tha} this confidence in publie men: nol) (ee fatale and double dealing. í 


Not possible, | pny in thg péanlo ot one Drown ask (hem io read the correspond- 

ahs read an exchange of . | | amongst fice ANG hold one view ence beuween nin King M Ralalon's 
tween Mr. Power andj Hon, C. G. Powe but m men and women on all| Gnanswered charges of duplicity 

self. eon. Sy Ss Power sides of this To ae ere and bad faith, I ask them to son: 
T, Power’ i Nov. 2, th ` s a Concluding, Mr. Power sa i sider whether in the light of such 
S letter to the Prime | nounced TH oe tion he held fast’ to the ideas of Sir r oraid story—a Peart of cynical 


ister was dated Noy. 23 and|h arin rier In that he did not 3 ri 

SON: of ad repla Mr. ^ CJ Wirid Laurier in that he dic disregard for integrity without 
it the former Minister said that mer Nicer heto and could not believe that a Can- parallel in our public life — this 
łe was unable to accept the policy | date himself to the views “of his adlan could belong to one part of Government deserves -thelr con* 


whi. k collea is one province, He did not. subscribe 7 ? 
pele Government had adop- | gues and as an honorable} | ¢, any purely isolationist provin- ete casweothe that question let it 


cial standpoint, His hope and| be remembered. thal oulgoing gov- 
|prayer was that with the advent enik are judged by the results 
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r = 1 Athe only cours i 3 t 
ind felt t necessary al this time |to him 0e WHR wasi “open ti ge external virlo aai reani of their poiicies and not by their 
“sii x ave | The decisi peace: and undersla itical promises, 
mej Single Canadian casualty. | now been chen eee Cabinet hes! | come within "our own country.” ' ne PLOW ISS rerig NO" 
in ihe eqns With Mr. Ralston | “I. for opposite reasons to Mr that the people of Canada are not 
€ issue came about only after! Ralston, but foll ‘in a & ; disposed to condone such discredit- | % 
mature consideration, Isrgely on ample, ‘am hanna Te, ARTN able transactions; that they are 
SON ra ae umber ofala Mr Power ae nol prepared to endorse a course 
roops which he reportec as being , 2 SOWER NENG ON ‘of hehe Hrezen expedience—I say 
required was comparatively so Reasons Outlined - that the Government has paraded 


Tnall thst the means to remedy} Then h i í THE MONTREAL DAILY STAR lyi i s and ils weak- | 2 
a eT . medy e procee: i r «© openly ils unfitness and ils we | H 
pe situation without placing un- | reasons. the C eae ae 5 j noes, and that it has forfeited the 
e Strain on the men at the front! Eisenhower was to strike the B | S trust ot honest men. 

œ readily available, and the end | enemy again and again and to give rac «en ays “I say in short, that if this coun- 
4 the war so imminent that! him no rest and no respile. In try is to have conscription to 
weighing everything in the bal-/ order to cerry out that plan of 7o x . maintain its armies overseas, it 
ance “we were not justified in pro-| “ar, reinforcements must be at Sing sing should have it from a man or men 
woking a national scission.” | hand to refill battalions and units who believe in conscription, and 
within 24 hours after casualties who can be trusted to enforce it 


Not Acceptable occur. Appeasement honestly without fear or favor and 


"Mr. Power said also that he} “I think I should draw to the at- without the continued farce of a 


praia el accept now from Gen |tention of the House and of the SSS We army germ: Anything less at 

Naughton a recommendation | thousands of mot S viv a y 5 oe aii this time is at best a grave risk, 

which he had felt obliged to re-|sweethearts and i oe Parly Leader Stresses and at worst invites danger of dis- 

ject when “made by an old com-! those now in the front line that National Unity Need aster. - 

rade and tried associate, Layton this repeated return to baitle, in- “For more than 25 years, certain 

Ralston.” stead of making for fewer casual- | OTTAWA, Nov. 28 — John |polilical leaders have taught a 

_In replying in a letter dated |ties might very easily make for) Bracken, national leader of the doctvine that has undermined 

Nov. 27, Premier King said that more.” Progressive Conservative Party, Confederation with rotten timbers. 

he had felt in light of the import-| Continuing, Mr. Power said that} said Jast night that the policy, |1t was the doctrine that only Lib- 

ance of “the service which, as a|“no commander will take his ex-| ¡whereby 16,000 home defence | | erals would keep young men out), a 


member of the Government, you |perienced men out of the unit and| troops will be sent overseas in of uniform in lime of war, and 
might have continued to render (Undertake an engagement wilh the next six months had been ac- that only Conservatives would re- 
Canada's war effort would have jonly the newly-arrived, however) cepted by Prime Minister Mac-||auire all to share in the sacrifices 
ulieighed the other considera-|Well trained they might be. It] kenzie King and Defence Minister of such a conflict. SE 


ns on which you felt it neces- |seems to me that the logical thing, | McNaughton “under circumstances Burden Unfair 1 k an 
sary to resign” would have caused | the reasonable thing, is to take the | which placed a heavy tax on our “This doctrine had suci litical | ceived when party politics promised 
îm 1o reconsider. men out of the line temporarily to} confidence In them." % i se A parties | {there would be no expeditionary 


He thanked Mr. Power warmly |refit, re-equip, rest, recuperate and Addressing a nomination con- ay ae a aes force sent overseas and when 


for his work and expressed his ap- |refill the gaps in their ranks. vention of Ottawa West Progres- | | Yes promised there would be no com- 
all rt “of what your service From al] counts the numbers re-| sive Conservative Association, Mr. Kesult, of tall lalse ogee the \pulsory service for overseas, 

the minisiry at a Ume of war quired by ihe infantry, which was| Bracken said {hat Mr. King, “with] | are paying a heavier piee. (An. | “The Government has sent ex- 
meant to-this country and to | Said to be threatened by the deficl-| the pistols of his conscriotionist | | need have been: as a Se of that pedillonary forces overseas and }t 
he cause of freedom" ~n —— .__ anyi was compat y Si all. ‘ministers at his head,” had unfair burden ibe foundations of "has brought in compulsory service 
‘Hardly was the Prime Minister Tae lowerinz o fazona yrete), turned again to a policy of ap-||our national structure haye been by underhand methods when it 
aled before Mr. Power was on pY perlods of om aA or total peasement, : Weakened as never before by dis. | {S24 it wouldn't do either, Nor i: 
feel, a sheaf of papers in his inactivity wou we out the Norman B. Macrostle was chosen | | unity, the consequence of the foliy | \{has, all? The boy whether born 
d. He asked permission of the |™margin of the ois inal any ex-| the party's candidate In Ottawa || of a party prea) IA A in Quebec or elsewhere who '5 con- 
douse 10 say “a few words in isted, and restore the balance, West Riding. He defeated F. H. wi scripted into the home army find: 


pr A “Neither ulümate victory nor| Plant, a former its own interests than with the | |himself look : 
REPI A the attitude” which | national honor require that Can- and only other EEA by oF development of Canada as a united ked down upon, deniec 


tion. a badge of honor, called a zombie 
he Ne paring with the Prime adian troops should be Jn action) votes to 361. The sitting member mer n 


made to feel the sense of inferiority 


ae -or every day,” r= “This i zi ; h 
Se an nol in fevers hour or every days the fors | lg G; Je Meliralth, Liberals |, and 10i Madsen AOS anie [even hough he compiles fully Wi 
er. “T shall never forget, and even take part in every battle nec- Charges Double-Talk ‘betore since ìl was conceived; the Government's demands, 
ere regret, the long years of our essary to bring about final victory, ge A ı divided needlessly; divided delibe- ' Blame Placed 
sociation. especially when thousands of a at ine in pon Be | rately; divided for a narrow pur-||, “For any stigma which may havı 
É. Ties of Amity Europeans freshly freed from county. during poen ooe ind i| pose; divided at the risk of its| fallen upon Frenca-Canadians anı 


tyranny and the unspeakable ter- future, Others as a result of the Govern 


to his ¢x-colleagues, they weeks, is known to you all, Ini, 


h : : 7 $ “Ph PN ‘ re i 
ee bound together by Ues of yer eee an are a viewing that spectacte, in witness- l Canatan aliy. iP nes ee alone tit Ged š the _Governman 
piy apd of friendanip and he | peson" P| ing ë proceson of tistings and | Reit 1o the maintenanes Cote] o There can be na national ant 
politie erences | - ‘ nings, and double talk r A A 

ot i o  paltanal - ditferences Prostige Katablished clienge at pallens ae ang federation, but Confederation can-| If any part of Canada is to be de 


2 . À not stand on rotten foundations. Jt| ceived. h 
Me expressed thanks 10 Ahe | Mr Power said that it might be| Plamed for wondering whether] ean only stand on the basis of| we cannot tenres, our oilctee dy 


rs and men of the RCAF. | feared that the course he haq sug- having been so long the victims of | sound foundations. Political expediency for the saka 4 


5j 2 rer ny We. BE fy 
the lan employes, Ji wee [gested would lower the prestige} OPC, ea Polley. Ave. ake Cada can only be united by| Votes. And I have stated clei 
hemes S Bel er faiths yea aromer meme, The Sve of geal and aerate and | În Sites Imat our pie 
z Uara ai will only come w ; secti 
w EEE. Nn w forever established by the deeda of do eaS We have the leader of the] section of the nation Recents the a Ee E of ue 
for h F 5 ANo davo lour fighting men in every service.” | Governme in his Defence Min-| basic condition of equal responsi- | burden: he its just share of | 
could have worked closer] Ji had been stated, he sald, that] ‘ster coming to Parliament and| | s var as well as 
and 1 did. Our fortuitous | casualties amongst some of our) -ing go toniki We pronase carry- 
gn gs oomph ien ante pu {troops was not as high as that of ng out this policy, we want you 
and in ate rep. aoip py [some of our Allies "Surely this 
‘ of intense por and nights war is something more that @ com- 
xie 


ol 


for all in time of war. No other policy will 


“No fidence, No other policy w 


tọ entrust us with the carryjn, 7 ' 
out of thls polley — but we don't geoely ventan a ganada R : 


bilities rifi i 
lities for all and equal. sacrifices if Confederation is to rode ae 
$ 


. onyinced that i x 2 belleve in [iy o« inv for . long — and eve 7 
He: pia et A cate rien cos amonga io] here 1o Soon sot al ot tana has bain te Hsp win command gin 
y embarked n after ie Ae DAURIS thy Interests of the} BUL we've had the gun put to our has been toyed with in respect frankness and 


consideration W8S| men at the front, 
pans of hones! ity He did not refer to bis relations 


heads and — overnight. 'y i and aboy val 
changed to a new hybrid alti X Ahat at terni D 


with the veterans of the last war © And now we want your approval ‘ h 

“thé o 0 of h " rne unfair), 4 

hé records of 9, tls now hate policy, Daas | Canada, the poranna nT ve 
gta? f ‘ T $ 


re e Dire Need 
Reinforcements 


Below is an extract from_a lette 
sent by a captain with the Canadian 
Armored Corps overseas to his 
wife, who is a resident of Toronto, 
oe He wife's eo gr the name of 
f Ficer is not bli 
The date o} the ltet A avai 


ee ee age 


‘We Will Fight When 
Ottawa Does Right,’ 


We cannot afford to let combatant 
troops leave. These words are 
very harsh for me to write, but 
they are the truth, The reinforve- 
ment problem is drastic. Wo must 
have them if we are to operate As 
an Army, let alone a Corps, . «+ 


; 1944. at Naughton is no longer a sol- 
f . He ìs n politi 
: ease Se ee high and teat ber We f S 
=N ave walte > 
E rears es a Geis Coast Drattees ay 
p rue, Wejbut no men, and we still sit and 
ey see more of that now up here at|wait. Don't tell me anything about (inte by a plebiscite. The people 


the front, and it ts common talk in 

all messes so anything said can be 

amplified muchly and no punches 
pulled, We are now a heterogene- 
ous mass of nations and it Is so 
true when reports say that we are 
without the majority vote In our 
own army. 


oy 27 (CP). 
Beep ung parade fave Hp rand Set alr 
80 ‘ 
through Prince George sireots Via cen conan ben 1 Is most | bet es 
ofore noon today byjously ¢ jaliked In Quebec, ere ae 
ani 300 home defense sol- should have been total mobilization. 
dlers, somo carrying placards, The|The damage was done the day two 
parade was orderly and the. men|armles were formed. Canada Is the) 
were In jovial mood, only country with such a condition. | 
Civilians hurried about tholn|Tt has been a great injustice to T5- 
business and appeared to Ignore the |000 young men.” 
marchers. Provosts and Provinclal 
Pollco kept loss alcn Snin Ralston Stand Endorsed 
cards read; “Win tho y A : 
SN alora the War In Berlin," ae homina Noy ech nurs 
&pown With the Canadian Legion," in Ontario’ full peria T- 
“When Ottawa Does Right We'll a a i aie He hd the 
Fight” and “Conscript Wealth.” peach ett Y: on , L. Ralston, 
The parade Jasted less than an anc eartily congratulating him on 
he men returned to bar- his stand in connection with rein- 
hour and them ruck = forcements for overseas, it was an- 
racks In army trucks, orena today by Secretary iia 
Tinling, here. The members are 
“pleased to see that through his 


reinforcements, When they come 
they know so litle It seems a 
shame to send them Into hell, The 
officers are terrible, and one always 
thinks twice about sending green 
ones to lead green ones. We bol- 
ster green with old sweats of 18 


who have see 
“The paper reports are read with|that fs so hard Bd mug Beton Tang 


much Interest by the whole mess.) “Will probably lose my ra 
a sees’ Xe much to get thejit this is See Tii the GO. 
jnews. . . » writes side me an x 
"We have dire need for reinforce- pings have made SNES for tale 
iments no matter what you read in| “I am well, I eat well, I am 
the papers to the contrary. About |comfortable—I just want “to get 
the men getting back who Were home, but Tm afraid that Is not 
over here first .. .. the firemen |to be for some time, All Germany 
and forestry corps are going home. |will be as difficult as Aachen.” , 


— 


—— 
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Listening to Mr. King Speak, 
Fournier Won't Talk on Rumor 


Otta Nov. 
Pai in mow ae fee ee an opening in the curtain 
= " m x k i i 
met amk rona that Public Works |kensie A = ee 
t4 | h 
ope eee rah (oo rej A page told him the press would 
p ae resigning like to see him, and he shook his 
cation, Apan Issue: = | head, Then a newsman beckoned 
eae te ene , were unsuc | and whispered that he would like 
opie sae a statement from |a word with the Minister, 
> zN | “I'm listening to this very i 
x g to this very = 
ia eae oe tamea found tant speech,” Mr. Fournier whispers 
Sekine standing out of sight ed back, and renewed his iti 
= ee the curtain at the rear ofjat the curtain. an 
e Commons Chamber, with an ear| Previously the Minister's private 
—_ [secretary had stated: “We still have 
no comment to make on the re- 
Ron ae og is the mem- 
er-for the Quebec constitue: 
Hull. Sesal 
_ There also were reports that Ag- 
riculture Minister Gardiner might 
resign, but when approached he 
said: “I have not resigned.” 


Likely Conscript Men 
In B.C., Few in Quebec 


Ottawa, Nov. 27 (CP)—The Sept. Quebec, there were 4,700 in the 
30 disposition of 26,000 operational Maritimes, 2,200 in the Prairies and 
Home Defense infantry from which |1,500 in Ontario. z 
most of the 16,000 men likely will be| A comprehensive W.LB. table 
drawn for overseas reinforcements broke down the effective draftee 


under the Government's partial con- strength of 60,000 and showed the i 


scription policy showed that Pacific| various stages of training of the 
Command had the most—17,900— {otal infantry potential of 42,000 
lana Quebec the least—200. men. 
| Figures released today by War- The table showed the districts 
time Information Board's publica- where the men were serving Sept. 
tion, ‘Canada at War,” showed 30, and not where they were en- 
there was a total of 22.200 draftees rolled, The figures were not ad- 
of this category in Canada, and justed for Quebec and Ontario mili- 
3.800 in “adjacent territorjes” — in|tary districts that overlapped in 
operational units, each Province. 

Besides the total mentioned as Table showing disposition of the 
being in the Pacific Command and|total 42,000 infantry potential: 


Op. Nonop. Training 
Units Units Stream Total 
Ontario «+s » 1,300 2,300 3,900 7,500 
Quebec « 200 3,000 1,800 5,000 
Maritimes -+ » 3,900 1,700 29 E 
Prairies .sseesreee . 1,900 700 
Pacific Command » 14,900 300 mo 15,700 
Total ssscesreseeers » 22,200 8,000 8, 38,200 
Adjacent Territories +++» 3,800 ee wee 3,800 
Grand total ....ss.s....e 26,000 8,000 8,000 42,000 
Table showing disposition of the remainder: 
Op. Nonop. ‘Training 
Units Units Stream Others Total 
Ontario ssecurerseeere 200 2,100 1,600 300 4,200 
Quebec «++ pee nyo jhe ins 4,500 
Maritimes 300 s ri) ao 3,200 
400. 100 300 3,800 


Meaford Nov, 27 (Special). —“We 
are facing possibly the greatest Op- 
portunity this country has ever had 
to return to a stable administra- 
tion,” said Garfield Case, Mayor of 
Owen Sound, and Progressive Con- 
servative candidate, as he addressed 
the annual meeting of the North 
Grey Progressive Conservative As- 

. sociation, 
“Demonstrations in Quebec City 
_ and Vernon, B.C., were brought 
about through Jack of action on the 
part of the Government. Had Can- 


ada the leadership of Churchill the 
present condition would not exist 
today,” he asserted. “In 1942 we 

ve the Government a new man- 


ga 


‘efforts, men fighting overseas will 


now be assured of some assistance 
and necessary relief,” Mr. Tinling 
added. 


Draftees Will Be Welcome 


Kitchener, Nov. 27 (Special). —}) 


“Zombies” will be welcomed by 
Canadian service men overseas, ac 
cording to Tpr. W. E. Mills of 
Kitchener, who has just returned 
from service with a tank corps in 
Italy. “We need reinforcements 
badly,” he said. “The boys were 
kept going day and night, and were 
pretty tired. The Zombies wil] sure 
help a lot.” 


eee 
The High Price of Unity 


told that ,ualtles with names of French-Cana- 


dian’ origin, or doubtful, 249. ` j 
h-Cana-| | 


Benjamin Franklin 
when he was & boy he gave all ithe an Onhe upatie ana 
money he had for a whistle, with- dian total every. name of doubtful 
out stopping to inquire its price-|origin was put in thelr column— f) 
In his later years he frequently |such. names as Koivu, Storen, Ols-} 


; oua lson, Nevin, Krampe, Schimmens, 
quoted his expevience end always Elsliger, Fullam, Brosko, SchuyeT, 


advised his hearers, “Don't pay too|pi Pesa, Vokey, Kons, Ingalls, and 
much for your whistle.” We ‘Cana-|Gabreelski: 
\dians are presently buying 8 Now let us look at the ratio of 


whistle called “National Unity,” and eS from the 80 per 
it might be advisable to examine 


i 3 7 cent French-Canadian majority. 
ine pe te, is being demanded] Two casualties from the 20 per 
or s 


; ish-speaking minority. 
Since one of our boys was killed PeT from Errench-Cana-| 
serving with the RCAF, we have dian. Quebec. 
been tabulating the casualties suf-| Thirty-one casualties trom Eng- 
fered by that force. Only the names }i\<h.speaking Canada. on 
of men listed as killed or missing| yt may be noted that more Amerl- 
on active service overseas are|ean airmen gave their. lives In de- 
counted. No record was kept of fense of Canada than French-Cana- 
losses in Canada: dians. from Quebec. 

Casualties from all Canada, ex-| mhe price Paid 

cluding the Province of Quebec, re ae ieee a 


t, and only part. 


7,732; casualties from Quebec 
proving 742; casualties from ice tyak wai any 
U.S.A, . 


The home address of the mon 
was taken from the official list 
in every tase. 

Another “Breakdown” 

In a booklet written by a Fre 
Canadian, Mr. Leo Cadieux, 
statement is made that 80 per ce 


down the total from the 
of Quebec: 

Casualties with names of un-| exis 
doubted English origin, “483; cas- Ottawa, 
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GH, Presiden! 
HARRY. G. ER Oiee hia sabe 


lephone to 


— TES (IN 
S Al (euteðe Toronto), 3 Year, Wea ead KD 
= 1 Year, §9—Der Week, 18 
4 subject who is tral, 
Magistrate will neither aduis % 
arg measures.—JUNIUS, = ee 
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The Lowest Yet 


The i 
Bane repens aoe manoeuvring which 
Ban aie y ption crisis has brought this 
see lc ulation a too-tolerant people 
a se ed to bear. Yesterday former 
Cpl er ower went to despicable lengths 
the burden, Of all the excuses bien 


just attack on Gen Dwi 
Supreme Commander of the site 


begrudged Mr. 
he Air Ministry, 
has been said in 
part of his record 
ame it stands un- 
The Globe and Mail 


attributed the stature cf statesmanship to hi 
‘Smans im. 


In common wi 
vith other ; ; 
tolerant to the point of phic alco it has been 
his faults and womens i at poner 
S o N + 
m e ee Hite, | EU Juag: 
iC men m + ; 
to their actions. oe dealt with according 
be both chari “mes it is impossible to 
aritable and h 
doubt is sinc 5 i onest. Mr. Power no 
scription. H ere in his parochial view on con- 
ode on He is entitled to his view. We respect 
On no other grounds than his record 
soldier in the last w: as.2 
Pacers st war. Perhaps Mr. Power will 
: > some respect for the views of others. His 
Service in the last war or his political position 
z this does not qualify him as the military 
m perar GL Mhie generals eondusHng Hie. Alied 
Mr. Power sought to justify his own position 
by implying that the Canadian Army was short 
of reinforcements because Gen. Eisenhower had 
iis asted lives in carrying out the Western offen- 
re criticizing the Eisenhower plan he de- 
I think I should draw to the attention of 
the House, and to thousands of mothers, 
wives, sweethearts and dependents of those 
now in the front line, that this repeated re- 
turn to batue, instead of making for less 
Sei ne oe loved ones, might 
ver, y make for more. omm y 
will take experienced men Sut PEN 
and undertake an engagement with only the 
newy arrived, however well trained they 
may be. 
As a parish politician, Mr. Power is a master 
of the use of the knee and elbow. Both are out 
of place in the present issue. Certainly their 
use eaa be justified as Mr. Power used them 
on the Allied Commander, who has won the ad- 
miration and affection of the Allied world for 
his .master{ul integration and co-ordination of 
the diverse United-Nations forces, It was still 
more cowardly to attack at this distance and’ 
under circumstances yich prevent the general 
from defending himself. 
The issue which this nation faces and on 
which Mr. Power quit the Ministry is entirely 
Jocal. Jt is Canadian from start to finish, cre- 
ated by a Government which placed politics first, 
and was supported by Mr. Power in that policy. 
That Canada has not been able to maintain her 
forces in the field and reinforce them is not 
the blame of the men who {ight in that army, 
put the men who built it, This Mr. Power knows 
ps well as any member of the Government. 
Jt was the Government which with the ad- 
vice and co-operation of the new Defense, Mr. 
McNaughton, built the great Canadian Army. 
Jı was created for the purpose of providing mili- 
tary prestige, but primarily to prove that Canada 
could field a greater force by the voluntary sys- 
than she had been able to do by that method 
iption in the last war. It was designed 
the criticism of Gover 
Canadian f 
y 


The Globe and Mail 


AA 
= MeINTOSH, Editor-in-Chief, 
betes Address—TORONGLO, 
all departments—WAvertey wa. 
BUBSCRIPTTON Ra: 


pal to the Chie} 
submit to 


Will Investigate Parade 


Of Draftees at 


Otdnwa, Nov. 28 (cp),—A Defense 
Department spokesman sold today 
an Investigation was beling mado 
Into an Antconseripiion parade here 
Inst night by n group of dome De- 
dense troops variously ealimated to 
number 50 to 100 men. 

Jt was underatood the men oll 
wore omployed at the baso pastol- 
fier, and that all woro nt thelr work 
today. 

The parade, whieh wos reported 
marked by a few acuffloa between 
Iome Defense and activo service 
troops and elvilians, was broken up 
on a Bank Si, within n few blocks 
of Ns starUng polni al Lansdowne 
Parke distvlet dopol, 

Tho demons{rators broke up when 
city police squad cars, army provost 
ears and mombors of the naval shore 
patrol converged on the scene, 

Lansdowne Park district depot ts 
n “clearing depot” and officers sald 
most of the mon {here are newly 
drafted from civilian Ile, without 
military (raining of any kind, and 
awaiting? assignment to basic train- 
ing camps, They are men drafted 
from this area and sent to Lans- 
downe Park from Kingston, Ont., 
where they received thelir medical 
examination. 

“No Electlon—Victory Tirst” 

Montreal, Nov, 28 (OP).—A group 
of seven French-Canadian labor 
Jeaders in a joint statement today 
urged their compatriots to join them 
“sn a converted effort to state the 
true sentiment of French Canada” 
with the motto: ‘No election—Vic- 
tory first.” 

The Jabor leaders represent unions 
affiliated to the Trades and Labor 
Congress of Canada and the Cana- 
dian Congress of Labor. 

The statement said the “Tories” 


— 


Newspapers which The Globe and Mail ques- 
tioned the wisdom of this elaborate army estab- | 
Yshment as overreaching the nation's manpower 
resources Were set upon by Government spokes- 
men for playing politics. Though repeatedly ac- 
cused of forcing the conscription issue, this 
newspaper argued that the great eight-division 
army, even with conscription, could not be main- 
tained. It pleaded for a strong, effective army 
corps which could be maintained through sus- 
tained action for the duration. 

As Air Minister Mr, Power was competing 
with the army’ for manpower. He knew, or 
ought to have. known, what the manpower situ- 
ation was. If he did, he never said so. Instead 
he sat silent throughout, giving his name and his 
Support to the sham. Having been a whole lot 
less than frank and honest with the Canadian 
people then, why should Mr, Power suddenly 
decide to talk at the expense of Gen. Eisen* 
hower? ` TR 

Well the Canadian people might ask if there 
{s no depth to which their politicians will‘not go 
in defense of theiy own mistakes. As we have 
said, Mr. Power is entitled to his own views on 
the conscription issue. That way lies his liveli- 
hood, For the real reason for Mr. Power's de- 
parture from the Cabinet and his continuance 
with the party—a strange compromise indeed— 
we prefer to look past his contemptible state- 
ment to his letter of resignation. From that it 
is clear he could not serve under the Hon. Mr. 
McNaughton. Apart from personal feel : 
toward the new Minister is the important ra 
that he would not play junior to the pr aes 


Ottawa 


were the originators of a “hatred 
campaign" against French Canada j 
with the sole purpose being to pre- 
olpllato an election and “prevent, In 
the Immediate postwar period, the 
enacting of a program of soclal re- 


construct lon.” 


false Patriots 
vag In 1914, Imperlallst reaction 
finds In this Provinco false patriots 
who sland ready to become their 
oa,” the statement sald. 
Dota ai with thls political om 
have but one duty: 
nt which alone, 


keop Quebec In bon 
orgunized labor In Canada. 

In a telogram sent 
Minister Mackenzie King, Defense 
Minister McNaughton and Fred 
Rose, Labor-Progressive member of|_ 
Parllament for Montreal Cartier, of- 
ficlals of the Canadian Seamen's)" 

íd: 

ae “inni 100 per cent for full 
national unity, for victory over 
Hitlerism and resent Tory attempts 
to split the country on the phony 
Zomble question.” 
Names of Leaders 

The seven labor leaders who 
issued the joint statement were 
Jean Pare, business agent, Aircraft 
Lodge 712, International Associa- 
tion of Machinists (A.F.L.); Marcel 
Lavoie, secretary, Local 214 of the 
Canadian Brotherhood of Railway 
Employees (C.C.L.); Madeleine Par- 
ent, organizer of United Textile 
Workers of America (C.C.L.); Romeo 
Thiverge, president, and Rolland 
Souliere, secretary-treasurer, of 
Local 235, International Union of 
Tobacco Workers (AFL), Adrien 
Villeneuve, representing the grand 
lodge of the International Associa- 
tion of Machinists, and Rene Walsh, 
secretary-treasurer, Local 271 and 
373, of the International Union of 
Boilermakers (A.F.L.). 
Recheck Medically ; 

London, Ont., Nov. 28 (CP). — A 
medical recheck of NRMA person: 
nel in Military District No. 1 now 
is being conducted, it was announce. 
ed today at district headquarters. 


Detroit Comment 

Detroit, Nov. 28 (CP).—The De 
trolit Free Press said today in ar 
editorial that, “the effect of Prime 
Minister King's political somersault 
over the question of conscription 
for overseas service remains to be 
seen.” 

“At first glance,” if continued, 
“the action of the Liberal Cabinet 
would suggest that it has weakened 


itself to the point where it was, 
about to fall. A closer examination) 
of the situation, however, reveals 
that King may haye successfully 
handled the one problem which 
might have caused him to step 
down. There are many competent 
observers who feel that the Prime 
Minister will receive the support he 
seeks when the question is brought 
before the House.” 


Betrayal of Interests 


Montreal, Nov. 28 (CP). — The 
executive board of Aircraft Lodge 
712, International Association of 
Machinists (AF.L.) said today that 
we still believe that the voluntary 
system (of reinforcements) is best, 
,Jand we believe that to have raised 
the conscription issue at this time 
A yes a betrayal of the interests of 
bur. pountey and of our boys over- 
The board, which sai 
sented almost 20,000 ANAR 
craft workers, said that “our peo- 
ple have been made the victims .of 
a well-planned and vicious campaign 
of slander, the real purpose of 
walch ls to split Canada and put 
he reactionary Tories in power: 


“The People of Queb 
Proved at the AARE ee 
the production line that they stand 
for victory in the war, The work- 
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‘The Crisis Is Mr. King’s Doing 

‘The speech delivered by Prime Minister King 
on Monday in the House of Commons was 
awalted with some hope that it would clarify 
‘the circumstances which led him to summon a 
special session. It has done this in part by 
reaffirming what most people have come to 
believe: that making political strategy a major 
objective in wartime is extremely dangerous 
practice. Mr. King, the master politician, re- 
vealed that he found himself in such tight 
corners on more than one occasion that he 


would gladly have thrown up the sponge if | 


only one of his own trusted colleagues would 
take over the job. In his desperation he clung 
to party first, until reaching the final con- 
clusion that anarchy was the only alternative 
to his kind of leadership. 


His speech cannot be passed over with feel- 
ings of pity, as it might be if the issues were 
of little consequence and the times of little 
moment. But when he pleads for sympathy, 
threatens to resign, declares that his resigna- 
tion would be a national calamity, avers that 
no one else in sight is competent to administer 
affairs, holds the big stick over his followers 
and attempts tO,escape responsibility from the 
Tesults of political trickery by handing it over 
to a brief Parliamentary session, it is well to 
recall that for five years the Prime Minister has 
yun things to suit himself and given Parlia- 
ment little to contemplate but his attitude of 
contempt. 

The crises his Government has gone through 
are of his own making. Today’s crisis is his. 
The troubles that beset the country are his pro- 
duction. He is the architect of them all, built 
them brick by brick, not over a period of five 
years alone, but of twenty-five. He is the man 
Swho created what disunity there is between Que- 
jbec and the rest of the country. He and his col- 
‘leagues sowed the seeds of dissension and cul- 
‘tivated them into votes. He is the one most 
‘entitled to reap the harvest Unfortunately 
the country he misrepresented has to pay. 

While professing concern for the nation, his: 
anxiety was for his Cabinet and himself. “The 
‘problem was to find some way to prevent a 
complete breakup of the Government,” he said. 
“And when Ministers threatened to resign: “I 
thought where would this country be if one 
Minister after another who has carried a great 
part of the responsibility for the war,..effort.. 
were to leave the Cabinet and I were left to 
carry on alone.” “I would certainly-have had 
do resign if I could not carry on.” “Resigna- 


tion almost certainly would be followed by 
dissolution.” “If an election had been held 
- at this time a . « can you imagine anything 
more cruel?” And again: “If I cannot get 
enough support out of my own party, to feel 
sure that the men of my own party are behind 
me, then my resignation will go to the Governor- 
General.” Further: “If I had to resign I 
would have to recommend some one to form 
a Government ... would his Excellency feel 
_ that I was justified in making such a recom- 
_ mendation?” 
; What is all this about? His Government, his 
administration, his leadership. Without him 
there would be anarchy, and nevertheless he 
threatens to let this anarchy have its swing 
unless the House of Commons rallies to his sup- 


À: the Canadian 
McNaughton's 
the last- 


Ne 


of the danger of disunity instead of the danger 
of leaving gallant volunteers without sufficient 
reinforcements. It was always disunity, and he 
sees the result in a crisis he would gladly escape. 

The simple truth is that the Prime Minister 
is in his present predicament, and disunity is a 
greater danger than ever, because he failed to 
ask himself: What is the right thing to do? The 
right thing to win the war and keep the army 
strong, not the right thing to ensure votes. The 
Canadian people are not simpletons.. They are 
high-minded. The great things accomplished in 
this war are theirs. Had Mr. King and his Ad- 


ministration placed right before party and its 
might, kept the noble’ ideal before the public, 
we believe no section of this country would have 
failed to respond to the leadership. Neglect to 
‘do this has brought on all his present troubles. 


Col. Ralston’s Responsibilities 

Prime Minister King made quite a story of 
his offer to step out of the Premiership in favor 
of Col. Ralston or any other member of the 
Cabinet. Well ‘embellished in the telling, the 
gesture was about the frailest part of Mr. King’s 
three-hour appeal to his followers on Monday, 
But it was not dragged in for dramatic effect 
or self-glorification alone, 

The obvious purpose was to expose Col. Ral- 
ston to his fellow-members as a lesser man than 
their Leader, It was meant to establish that 
the former Defense Minister had not the cour- 
age of his convictions and shrank from assuming 

sponsibilities which he insisted the Prime 

nister should assume g 

Jť was a strange revelation to come from one 
who had recenily and publicly lectured the for- 
mer Defense Minister on the' sanctity of Cabinet 
secrets. Certainly it was a Cabinet secret 

` which he disclosed. To this extent he succeeded 
in establishing himself as a man apart, one 
knowing only the law of convenience. But it 
does not require wide schooling in politics to 
detect the hollowness of the great gesture. 

Col. Ralston, or any other Minister, had every 
reason for refusing to take up the challenge, if 
that Is what it was, The secrec of Cabinet 

~ Council was not the place for the rime Minister 


_——————— ee 


to step aside. Itis not his privilege to raffle off 
the Premiership. Had he been sincere in hls. 
gesture, Mr. King would have called the party 
into caucus and made his offer against the back- 
ground of all relevant facts. 


the leadership of the Government, for the Gov- . 
ernment was then divided. It was divided on — 
the very issue separating the Prime Minister 
and his former Defense Minister. Col. Ralston 


by Mr. King’s pledge of conscription if neces- 
sary, and, indeed, could not agree on the mean- 
ing of “necessary.” 


Mr. King made a point which is both just and 
binding. “It is very easy, may I say, to criticize 
the Government and to put up opposite policy,” 
he said, “but unless men are prepared to back 
those policies by taking a responsible position 
and carrying them out they have no right to 
leave a Ministry ina condition where the whole 
structure is almost certain to collapse... .” 

There is no doubt at whom this was directed. 
It is a fair definition of Col. Ralston’s responsi- 
bilities in the House of Commons. But as cen- 
sure of his actions, it prejudges his intentions. 
Beyond an expressed desire to retire from public 
life, there has been no evidence that Col. Ral- 
ston is not prepared to take a responsible posi- 
tion. None that he has retreated from the 
position he took as a Cabinet Minister. 

Looking back, the crisis had its origin in 
Major Conn Smythe’s charges of poorly trained 
and inadequate reinforcements in France. They 
came from a source the Government could not 
ignore. Defense Minister Ralston did not deny 
their accuracy. Instead he went to see for him- 
self, and, having seen, called for conscription of 


the draftees. His correspondence with the Prime | 


Minister revealed his actions were based on his 
duty to the men he served and for whom he was 
responsible. ` Í 

In this sense it was Col. Ralston who created 
the crisis. Until actions demonstrate otherwise, 
it is only fair to assume that he will stand up 
to the Prime Minister’s challenge, even though 
that means abandonment of his desire to return 
to private life. Having acted at the command of 
conscience, having forced the issue with the 
Government, having brought the country into 
the tumult of an extreme political upheaval, it 
would be unreasonable to presume he would 


seck to evade responsibility now. 
Col. Ralston must realize better than any one 


else that his duty is even greater now than It |. 


was a month ago. If the welfare of the men 
‘overseas is his foremost consideration, and we 


In reality, Mr. King ‘could not have offered l; 


has charged it did not consider itself committed i 


On the question of responsibility, however, |- 


Rie 


| 
| 


believe it is, he cannot be unmindful of the ef- | 


fects of the crisis, of the shock of Governmen 
action, on the morale of those men. By 
responsibility was and still is to them. And 


for this reason the full burden of leadership 


rests on him, and must rest. on*him until we 
can face Canadians overseas with a decent ane 
honorable solution. sete oe 
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Artillery Unit Becomes Infantry |M-P.’s Are Expected 
Of late I have been following your ing, this unit having served as an To Explain Attitude 


editorials regarding the reinforce-|@rtillery unit since 1941. It seems terrible that Canadians 

ment question and our “Zombie” ae we have the announcement] are always divided on national is- 

E Seg at a survey will be made of all|sues. For years our polltical parties 

PSA I have also read with in-|personnel serving in Canada who| have attempted to delude the people 

€rest many of the letters you have are general service personnel, ang|of Quebec that their rights were 

Published from others who are in|iM overseas categories. The an-| threatened, so mar in turn the 

lferont ae ver the|20Uncement says that nearly 1,000] Political parties could pose as cham- 

wae eee ag Xch men are available in National|Pions of the Quebec people and 

Present deplorable situation. To a d Defense Headquarters at Ottawa|thus reap the harvest of the Que- 
to the many discrepancies that have/alone. No doubt that statement is|bec vote. 


your editorial page I have a few For several years now only low| Session of Parliament SEE meg 


= going to have the opportunity of 
facts at my disposal that I am sure banged E A gata seeing whether we should blame the 
many will be interested in reading.|National Defense Headquarters, but people of Quebec for this mess or 


P 5 ..|whether our political parties are to 
My information comes partly from|in all home war establishments in blame, for poet elected member 


friends of mine who are now serv- Cande. ae Monat D a eae. will, before .the session is over, 
ing in both Italy and on the West- ,000 men at National Defense Head-| probably have the opportunity of 
= a quarters are all men who have been + 
front. One lad, who is in Italy, fi proving to the people who elected 
FA $ 2 Yı |there for three or four years, Baty him back home whether he is vot- 
wes placed in a low category be-|since and Beori war was declared; Ing for party and champion of so- 
cause of an ankle injury; and was,|@nd all of these men are Sea called Quebec rights or whether he 
is the rule’ returned to a Base missioned officers and warrant offi- Js voting for the rights of the people 
as is the J cers, absolutely untrained, with the] Who elected him. ę 
depot This is similar to the pro-|possible exception of basic train- ' 
P I A defeat of the Government at 
cedure used in Canada, where low/ing. This I know, having been sta- this point would not be a national 


category men are returned to dis- Donda SS Rls pe ee disaster, since. we are to have a 


= q ‘wy neral election jn the near future 
trict depots and placed in sedentary| Shat end will it serve to send these E Ba Gabe: Robert H. More, 


employment. But not so with this|men overseas, even after advance| Montreal. 
Te E een A E S 
want sergeants =; 

kle ana all, he are Ts ie ie who are without any battle experi- 
frontline pe gh in his latest |ence to lead their men into battle. 
x | mOWwsBervene: rs the ‘damp|If these men are sent overseas they 

letter he says that ie to|can only be used in England to re- 
weather is causing his lieve men who are in low categories, 


“other him considerably. and deserving to be returned to 
tillery Becomes Infantry Canada after two, three and four 
rom the Western front another|years of service overseas. 


__.4 of mine, who is with a divi- 
zional headquarters, says that they “Zombies” Still Here en 
e all following the result of Major So we have another inciden 
Emilies disclosures very closely. |showlng n ox on present ae 
“ k-|ernment is trying to ho 3 
To. nse Naiowp ords orem Snie our flighting soldiers are be- 


inforcement 
Mailan EA EAEE a blast|Ing kept in the front lines and not 


lief. But, we still 
ift the top off the Em-/given proper reve’ 
pire State Bulag. ae gf th anna 
i utfit wasjeating up f 
anne ok te eaaery me thatlers’ donars saree. gey. to absolutely 
try.|no avall. at a 
It st ANERE iag tuana as jalen ka for our fighting soldiers, men who 
east it with which I trained jare fighting and living in ine cold 
ore age which was stationed} waters of Italy and Holland, while 
be oih coast of England onjthe “Zombies” are working and liy- 
o aft dutles until the inva-|ing in comton at ome, oa 
son. That news I found astound-! Toronto. ; $ 
s |. 


| 


been shown to the public through|in a way true. But, here is the rub:| Fortunately during the present | 
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Armed Violence Th 
Holds Unit in Camı 


Terrace, B,C. Nov, 28 (CP)—Ajtown, Most of the ma: 
regiment of NRMA Infantry from rled rifles and wore ste 


An hour later approxin 
Saskatchewan, on draft for service men carrylng rifles and | 


overseas and due to leave Terrace,| puns left the second 
remained In camp late today under|marched in ragged form 
a threat of armed violence by strik- third camp at the east e1 


They were accompanie 
ing Home Defense troops, fick which was believ 


The striking troops were classed| been commandeered. 


as mutineers, IL was understood,| Men of the only Frenc 
since they interfered with other|unit pavelyed in the 

f their|strike which started Sa 
troops in the performance o day continued their reft 
duty. form other than ordi: 
No official announcement had|duties. 


| [been made on the matter up to mid-| They sald ‘they were 
| |afternoon. reply to their request to 


A waiting troop train stood idle ed to their Quebec hom 
on a‘siding and the drafted soldiers |Bombs Too Dangerous 


remained al thelr camps, re one ime ponda, 
at Terrace took ba 

Threats Used and mortar Sat 

Threats and intimidation are/stores, but soon returne 

being used by leaders of the recal- being “too dangerous to 

citrant Home Defense troops here| A Terrace headquart 

to keep less fervent members in|man sald demonstration 


allowed inue | 
line, enquiries among the men dis- RS P Civilians ont 


closed today. 

One soldier told a reporter that Pipar y: 
although he was taking part in the ieee sald pay and 
demonstration he was not quite sure Š k emonstrators have i 
what the root of the trouble was. PA no confirmation wa: 

“Our regiment arrived here the|Pacific Command office: 
day before yesterday,” he said.|did not consider such a 
“Men of a regiment that was due|@S a charge would havi 
to leave Terrace on draft today have}4nd certain other form 
been told by other Home Defense|Plied with before suc 
men ihat i they prepare to ate taken. 
they will be shot at. They mean it, 
too, and they have plenty of ammu- Wn Siedy, Findings 
nition. I think that there is going} The military investig. 
to be serious trouble here.” opened today are bein 
Wouldn't Listen to Officer ERN 

Another soldier, carrying a rifle|George and Terrace. 
over his shoulder, said that he had|/ings will be studied by 
just attended a meeting attended by|headquarters at Prince 
most of the Home Defense troops.|by Pacific Command Ir 
He said that an officer had tried to|They will then go to ` 
address the meeting, but the men|Orr, Assistant Judge A 
refused to listen to him and had|his decision as to discip 
broken up into small groups and|will be sent back’ to c 


conscrip-}' Among matters To be 
te onsthe}fiag~ mutilation at P 


z s à ` injury of two N.C.O.'s 
The attitude of the men as they F, 
marched. from camp to camp Was during a street scuffle; 


with recruiting signs `a 
described as one of “apparent good 
nature,” Some of the men c 3 Bude Terrace, ang.sirik 


r arried on, 
rifles and others had Bren ‘guns, TAT Kee Rey 
French-Canadian Unit Orders, dealing wlth 

The body of concerted opi for mutiny and insubor 
favoring the disobedience penon been read to all home 
ment is nourished by members “of diers in the camps, 


a French-Canadian unit which 
Power ‘Thro 


other soldiers say have ammunition 
and the disposition to use it, 
k one 
With Politics 
Montreal, Nov. 28 | 


“We have ammunition, too,” said 
a member of the drafted unit, “but 

C. G. Power, who re 
week as Air Minis 


I wish we didn't, 
Ijare now jt would be too easy to 
through Montreal fr 
today en route to } 


-|start bloodshed,” 
Personnel of the RCAF at Terrace 
home at St. Pacome, 
Co., Que., where he 


are confined to barracks, 
erate from a recent 


operation, 5 
Mr. Power, memb 
bec South, who | 


(e 


! [Inquiries Under Way 


Vancouver, Nov, 
ances In Teng 28 (CP).—Dis- 


| In Parliament | 


(From Hansard—November 24, '44) 
„Hon, R. B. Hanson (Prog. Cons., 
York-Sunbury, N.B): Are they not 
told that if they do not volunteer 
they will get no rehabililaton 
grant, and is not cach command- 
ing officer instructed to tell them 
that individually? 
_ Hon, A. G. L. McNaughton (Min- 
ister of National Defence: No, sit, 
Mr. Hanson; That is the Infor. 
mation I have, that orders went out 
from your department to the 
D.O.C. of every district, that the 
commanding officer of every unit 
shall intermiew each aindiyidual 
personally, not through N,C.O.'s or 
otherwise, and tell (hem among 
things that if they do not 
r, there will be no re- 
ion grant. That is the in- 
n l have from my part of 
\the country. 
| Hon, I. A. Mackenzie (Minister 
of Veterans’ Affairs: Mr. Speaker— 
I do not want an 


| Vancouver Centre (Mr, Mackenzie) 
al McNaughton, 

: That story is a 
th. 


Call it what you 
à General Mc- 
a on and I do not 
cuswer from a flannel- 

like the hon. member tor 
Vancouver_ Centre. 

Mr. J. G. Ross (Liberal, Moose 
Jaw, Sask: On a point of order, 
the Hon. gentleman has no right to 
ister a flannel-mouth. 
1 substitute 

another desi, tion; I will substi- 

tute the word, “bluffer”. 

Mr. Mackenzie: I am going to 
ignore the observations of the hon. 
member, but I would say— . 

Mr. Henson: I rise to a point of 
order. We are questioning General 
McNaughton here and my ques- 

tion is directed to him. I want an 
answer from 

Mz. Mackenzie: I have been res- 
ponsible for the preparation of the 

rehabilitation legislation for the 
last five years I am conversant 
with it and I should have the right 
to answer any question directed to 
the subject of rehabilitation. 

Mr. Hanson: I want my point of 
order. I asked General McNaugh- 
ton a question with respect to di- 
rections given through the Depart- 
ment of National Defence to offi- 
cers commanding, and irrespective 
of what the legislation is, or of any 
minister in charge of it, I want to 
know whether the information I 
have is correct. I believe it is. 

Mr. Mackenzie: It is not correct. 

Mr. Hanson: It is stated Jn the 
| province of New Brunswick that 
these men are to be interviewed by 
ithe officer commanding in, ever 
i unit and he is to tell them that if 
they do not volunteer they will 
not get any rehabilitation. It will 
not be howled down by any flan- 
nel-mouths or by anybod else. 

Mr. Speaker: On the point of or- 
der, the hon, member for Yori- 

Sunbury (Mr. Hanson) asked a 
question of General McNaughton 
znd the Minister of Veterans Af- 
fairs (Mr. Mackenzie) proposes to 
answer. Jn the course ọf th g whole 
discussion yesterday and today 
there have been questions asked 
of General McNaughton with 
which naturally he was not con” 
versant and they have been 
answered by the Prime Minister 
and others. 1 see no objection to 

answer being given to satisfy 
the questioner ih the true facts 
of the case if they Me within the 
office of the department of the 
minister who now proposes | 


answer 


i 
i 
} 
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The ‘Valley of Humiliation’ 


As’a loyal Canadian stationed injdid not intend to send any of this 
New York, engaged in an important|Paltry 16,000 conscripted men Into 
war mission, the writer finds him- ee before, ner ey ee the a 
self hard put-to-lt to explain why Slee ikat ie: PR Enano 
Canada has been plunged Into the|may be over or that the general 
“Valley of Humillatlon.” election would have been held and 
Our history records no greater E EE oye nad the. ad- 
tragic farce than the assembly Of|cate one PA EEEE A 
the Canadian Parliament only to be|a compromise conscription measure, 
asked for a vote of confidence on|Pregnant with the seeds of discord 
the passing of an Order-in-Council cama Bee of ae soe 
hich it had alread efense Army, While.to. prenan 
z a a in y fully author-| another misled group he would hold 
zed, , in any case, under|these presumptive reinforcements 
our system of responsible govern-|out of battle., We-can thank Gen 
ment, is clearly the responsibility McNaughton for letting the cat oul 
of his Majesty's Ministers. If thelchange of heart. He is merely stay: 
lives of our men and the honor ofling in the game, playing: eed pet, 
Canada were not being played with{old cards in defiance of overwhelm: 
as stakes it would be merely anjing popular demand. 
expensive comedy. Some years ago Premier King ad: 
In the eyes of the American and|mitted that his party, through a 
British people, who adopted univer-|notorious scandal, was in the "Val. 
sal conscription from the start, the|ley of Humiliation,” and now the 
, Jdelay involved and the small num-|drags the good name of Canada intc 
ber of men to be sent make this|the Valley of Humiliation. 
action entirely beyond comprehen-| How long—oh! how long—mus! 
sion, this farce go on? ` 
One hesitates to admit that Can- Gordon Austin. 
ada, in this crisis, has at the head 
of her Government a man who is 
so utterly out of touch with the 
pealine of this day that he con- 
tinues to play petty party politics 
at such appalling costs, z s 
The Game Obvious 
The game being played by Pre-|' 
mier King 1s so transparent ‘that it 
is a gross insult to the intelligence 
of the Canadian people. Obviously, 
it Is nothing but a play for time for| 
als party against the urgent needs 
of our men In the field, It only re- 
nained for Gen. McNaughton to let 
“before the that they|' 
Pinta = x ` 
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MONTREAL, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29. 


“WE'VE GOT TO MEAN IT”, COL. RALSTON, 

Prime Minister W. L. Mackenzie King has 
himself put the question up to his Cabinet, to 
Parliament and to the Canadian people. He asks 
for continued support of his leadership on the 
ground that there is no one else Prepared to take 
his place, and with the further suggestion that if 
anyone else should replace him the Tesult might 
well be nothing less than anarchy, 

With this assumption of his own indispens- 

ability, he has paraded his own opinions as to the 
matter of compulsory overseas service. He is a5 
much opposed to conscription now as he has ever 
been. He will not admit that any need for rein- 
forcements overseas required the introduction of 
the measure now, It is, he specifically declares, 
only the tactics of the conscriptionists which have 
forced this measure upon the country, and have 
forced him to yield to it. He has undergone no 
change of conviction, but has merely given way 
before external pressure, especially as manifested || 
i i Cabinet. 
ğ oe it is, he has tried with all his strength 
—even with a “passionate appeal” to his Cabinet 
to reduce ‘conscription to its lowest possible di- 
ensions. In short, Mr. King is asking that he 
e supported as the administrator of a Load T 
which he bitterly disagrees in princip. z anı 
hich he believes to have been made — 
only by an organized unrest ned is sure, 
one day be rapped a eae E E 

Ie ind T aol of the Canadian 

i j e 
aaa E a to which Mr. King refers—has 
Pe aile in some measure over E E eF 
i i w. j 
ister’s resistance, the teny o jievsméets te 
ore fully discloses. But this er fre | 
as t it is—still leaves the situation 
aS: tisfactory. For though Mr, | 
stalp exer ielded under protest, | 
King has yielded, he has yie ; fest aenitat 
d he is clearly to continue to pro Peak 
he policy which he is now Lerman Ane 
f i amenta. 
iaderanip emue g ssia as long as the 
roblem will remain 
HE as The peop 
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| the Oe th nearer to thei 


r needs that man is 


| ol. Ralston the eyes of 

J oe a ae more than any other 

i pan js the symbol of the presen! 

in Parliament, PEAR 

A He ha „shown courage both in ve 
oan a “He has a longer and closer asayain x 
ad 30 iN “airestion of national defence than 
HE ey declared that we cannot, in 
aes g men; calculate our support 
ances. He has himself, seen 
T and achievement of the 
int and he has seen, too, 
ta and the depleted 


S NRL, 

the yy and &lrength öt the in- 
atinclive | eal made to Col, Ralston at this time 
is that it is an Appeal which is above party, Ig 
Weight and poignancy he cannot but feel, It ig 
Nothing less than the plea of the people that he 
Rive final decisive leadership to that very war 
effort to which they have committed the lives of 
their sons, It Col, Ralston should respond to this 
exacting but unquestioned call to Service, and 
Should endeavor to enlist the allegiancy of those 
who share his views, then he should receive n 
full and heart-given support in accordance with 
lis service, Under such leadership for auch a 
Purpose, the party divisions should cease, and 
from the Opposition he should have the backing 
of loyal citizens, ’ 

$ S S 

There may be some who haye bern mado 
hesitant over a change of leadership because the 
Prime Minister has so insistently warned that 
such a change might precipitate an electon and 
that an election would delay the active prosecu- 
tion of the war and would endanger the lives of 
the men at the front. This watning should be 
understood for what it Is and accordingly dig. 
missed. An election, if such should be found 
necessary, would not delay the war effort, Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand have both had wartime 
elections—the election in Australia belng held at 
a time when tho Japanese were at ils borders, 
The United States has just had an election. While 
American citizens decided their leadership at the 
polls, their armed forces swept forward to the 
attack and won some of their greatest victories, 

The machinery of government would not be 
Suspended while a general election was held, The 
reinforcements would be despatched Overseas and 
the whole business of war-waging would go 
on. Indeed, it is to be hoped that under more 
Sincere and vigorous leadership it would go on 


With a determination and a consistency not found 
at present, 


> oy > 

It is to be hoped that Col. Ralston will not 
turn aside from the opportunity and duty of this 
hour. It is true that he is not a Parliamentarian 
by profession, but left an outstanding legal prac- 
tice to take public office as a wartime service. 
But that service is not ended. Now, as never be- 
fore, the need has deepened. He must hear the 
penetrating appeal from the ordinary family 
People across this country to give them the assur- 
ance they are asking—and are asking not for 
themselves. 


Let Col. Ralston respond, 
Ralston, then let some other 
meet the unsatisfied need of the 
severe time of their anxiety, B 
end to the disheartening specta 
evasion in the face of a hum 
at once so urgent and so clear, 


And if not Col, 
come forward to 
people in this last 
ut let there be an 
cle of obstructive 
an need which is 


Cure For Our Ills 


Sir—That is a good $64.00 ques- 
tion that is raised by Mr, Richard 
Callan in his rhyme on your editor- 
jal page for November 25: 

In that better postwar world, 

Into which we'll all be hurled, 
Will the rights for which men fought, 
Be fully recognized or not. 
Untorlunately the answer is—no 
—bevcause neither under our pres- 
ent system of so-called democracy, 
nor under the by some so muck 
admired Russian ideology can it be 
achieved, 
Mankind under our present sys- 
tem is being exploited exclusively 
for and by a moncpolist-cartel con- 
trolled capitalistic-politiclan ruled fi 
party. government which js undemo- 
cratic, and under our Russian ally 
or any socialistic state for that mat- th 
ter—it is or is being destined to be 
exploited by an eyer inereasing 
bureaucracy under dictatorship an 
in regimentation under which 90 d 
per cent. of the producers of all 
wealth (gcods) are working to keep 
10 per cent. parasitic spongers in 
great style and luxury from whlch 
there is no option for a change save 
a bloody revolution and both sys- 
tems spell economic slavery save 
for the monopolists and bureau- 
cratic castes, 


strations 


here are 


his quota, 
This is so 


The only change that offers a T think 
sure posal bility: of giving everybod 
willing and able to work produc(- tem t 
ively an equity in all wealth pros | all. 


duced is and remains the adoption 
of land-value-only-taxation—eall i 
single-tax if you must—but do not 
forget that a rose b; ye 
name smells just as EE i 
Will you. please by b 


| oversacas, 


in question would doubtless have been the first 


“ZOMBIE” TERM SHOULD BE ERASED. 


Not the least of the benefits a post 
from extension to logical, practica barra 
{ the Government's limited conse ‘tag 
i would be to wipe out any zeme ps 
basla in fact for that derisive ae ai ode 
hich has been applied to Home De! en ope 
" a it is, the Government Is pended amie 
' ry conscription, and leavin 
aar Sun 44000 fen in circumstances e 
wilh a status exactly the same a he 
gave rise to the term in popular ae $ if ; 
red lo realization that overseas reinforcemen 
tent be malintuincd without the compulsory i 
dorpetdh of draftees, the Government has held | 
faik from a clear-cut abolition of the ee i 
“home defence only” distinction covering call-up | 


5 as done is to tag 16,000 men who 
oe R assigned to the let and 
lo have completed their training or aean y ris h 

This is, of course, the obvious thing > aaa | 
the outset, since the immediate, urgent na s or H 
trained infantry reinforcements. The 16, m 


j ? S. ether 
i papain a T 
conscription for battle service w e Ghee 
or made complete. But ít is understan ri 
many if not all of the 16,000 feel that e com 
promise adopted unfairly discriminates agains 
them, and arbitrarily picks them for ieee 
because they are fully trained while maintainin, 
the protective ca of home duty for pE 
ining 44,000 draftees. i , A 
mei EA also an unfair and irrational dis- 5 
tinction for this residual main body, who are left 2 
exposed as continued targets of the epithet of 
“Zombie” with all its implications. They remain | 
as the most readily available butts of a gibe which, ; 
in part, at least, actually springs from disillusion 
with the contradictions and lack of reality in| 
Government policy. ' 3 
Sooner or later the inexorable demands of ; 
Canada’s war commitments will require that at K 
least a portion, perhaps all, of the remaining 3 
draftees must be used to maintain our armed — 
Strength on the fighting lines, The honest and 5 
forthright thing to do is to put all men in uniform 4 
on an equal footing as either actual or potential — 
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A Fairer System 
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can hardly be blamed. This is our 
new Defence 
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existing ia 
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Montreal, November Re 


fighting men, and end all foundation for the now — 


Nee troops 


Imperialist Orgy 


Sir,—It has come to pass. Instead 
of limiting our field commitments 
to the measure of our capacity, we 
are recklessly undertaking tos re- - 
place war casualties boundlessly. 

To that end, a measure of coer- 
cion for military service overseas, 
which no other Dominion could be 
persuaded to enact, has been im- 
osed upon us. The imperialist orgy 
as broken loose. k | 

pea 


Our English s 

rlots who are stil 

sober enough to think and who, 
by deeds of commission and of 
Omission, have brought this situa= 
tion about, may well Donder on the 
consequences of their conduct. 

ada, as i 

these d 


on arrivin 


ing compat- 
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Montreal, November 24, 
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anadians Hold Strip of Reich 
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CARDINAL VILLENEUVE'S 
i EXAMPLE 
Í t IS EMINENCE CARDINAL VILLEN- 
© § EUVE has always proved a source of 
inspiration to the People whose spiritual wel- 
fare is his especial charge. Recently he 
visited Canadian troops overseas and cheered 
them with messages from home and the 
| comfort of their faith; and in Britain he 
delivered &n address in which he attested to 
Quebec's unswerving loyalty to the Crown. 
More recently His Eminence answered for the 
people of his archdiocese a number of ques- 
tions which, because he himself found it 
necessary to refer to them, must have been 
troubling many people. 

We have long considered this an ideologi- 
cal war, and although Mr. Churchill recently 


mE 


EET 


-+ 


wee 
— 


is 


ideological character, many people in the 


ideas of the rest of the Western world char- 
acterizes our struggle as a fight for right 
and justice over the powers of evil. 

His Eminence also takes this view. 
“What,” he asked in his recent pastoral let- 
ter, “should one’s opinion be about the justice 
of the war or the part of the Allies? Is it 
permissible to co-operate in that war effort, 
to sacrifice one's life to it?” In his reply the | 
Cardinal does not refer to the citizen’s in- 
escapable duty to fight for his country, but 
rather, because he addressed himself to 
Roman Catholics in particular, quoted the 
words of Cardinal van Roey, Archbishop of 
Malines. The Belgian prelate said: “I who 
know the Nazis quite well was convinced at 
the start that if Germany should win this 

war, Catholicism in Europe would have been 
done away with.” 

Cardinal Villeneuve, in his own com- 
mentary on this statement, widens the basis 
of service. “Hence,” he asked, “is it forbiddcn 
to admire those who wanted or at least 

: undertook to expose their lives to protect the 
: by Kingdom of God, and even protect their 
j country, because henceforth distance between 
‘countries will mean nothing?” 

And in a moving exhortation His Emin- 
ence pleaded for support for the men over- 
seas: 

cae a ies ane Sr te 
H vi 
& A -Hemme gauen Rir no} i wi 
A weapons that they. will be victorious, it 
BS is with thelr hearts. Let us give them 
heart. For that, let us Joye them, en- 
courage them, support them. Do not 
forget them, .nor neglect them.” 
It does not fall within His Eminence's 
province, of course, to appeal to his com- 
patriots ang co-religionists to come forward 
to serve their country, Underlying his pas- 
= (toral letter, however, and for the reasons he 
[ee ees Oe aga ss tt 
i cy and order and for the defeat of those 
‘of evil that destroy Christian 


Ce 
e m en Rn oe 


expressed his own belief that it is losing its |) 


United Nations still believe that the sharp |! 
Cleavage between Nazi philosophy and the|' 


«-térday but at Port Alberni on Van- 
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STEN 
Situation Eases Among 


British Columbia Draftees 


Troop Train Leaves 
Terrace Unmolested 
Ea scales: 


(By Canadian Press) 

Movement of a troop train carry- 
ing a Home Defence regiment from 
Terrace, B.C„ to a new Pacific 
Coast post appeared today to haye 
marked an easing in the tense sit- 
uation at the Pacific Coast sur- 
rounding demonstration by Home 
Defence soldiers against the Gov- 
ernment’s conscription policy. 

The demonstrations came while 
Parliament still was considering 
the revised reinforcement policy 
under which authority has been 
given for 16,000 Home Defence 
troops to be sent on overseag ser- 
vice. 4 

Yesterday, these demonstrations 
centred in British Columbia but 
from Nova Scotia and Quebec 
came reports of incidents. At North 
Sydney, N.S., a soldier broke a 
window when.a girl shouted “Zom- 
bies” at troops passing her home. 
Both Home-Defence and General 
Service men were in the ranks, 


tion was quiet, and no damage was 
reported. 


French-Canadians Courageous 


TORONTO, Noy. 29—(C. P.)— 
Heavy casualties were suffered by 
Canadian forces in France, 
Matthew Halton, C.B.C. war cor- 
respondent, said yesterday in an 
address to the Empire Club of 
Toronto. Mr. Halton referred 
particularly to a Nova Scotia regi- 
ment, saying that before the end 
of the Battle of Normandy only 
six officers and 15 men of the 
original force which landed on 
D-Day were still in action. 

Whatever might be the reason 
for opposition in Quebec to the 
conscription issue, “nobody can say 
that the French-Canadians are 
taking that attitude because of 
lack of guts or courage on the 
battlefield.” 
Watching the attack on Caen 
where English-speaking- and 
French-speaking Canadians “were 
hand in hand” one would never 
have thought that at home in Can- 
ada “we are facing the most ser- : 


At Loretteville, Que., municipal 
authorities are investigating re- 
ports that-a Union Jack was torn 
down and burned last night during 
an anti-conscription parade in 
ynn several hundred youth took 

art. 

At Sydney, N.S., the local chap- 
ter of the Loyal Orange Lodge 
went on record protesting the 
action of “a mob in Quebec” tear- 
ing down a Union Jack. 

The movement of the troop train 
from Terrace was reported by a 
Pacific command spokesman. He 
sald the train had left on schedule 
and without incident. Yesterday 
from Terrace it was reported the 
train was standing empty on a 
siding while men from a Quebec 
Regiment threatened violence and 
kept a Saskatchewan Regiment 
from boarding the train. 

__ At other British Columbia points 
where there had been week-end 
demonstration all was quiet yes- 


couver Island ‘200 men staged an 
anti-conscription parade, 5 


Investigation Opened 


Investigation of the disturbances 
is, being made by military author- 
ities who wlll report to the Pacific 
command, Command officers have 
expressed doubt at reports from 
Terrace that, brigade headquarters 
had stopped the pay and allow- 


jous political issue in our history.” 


New Understanding 
ST. CATHARINE, Ont., Nov. 29 
—(B.U.P,)—Claiming that “It is a 
lot of hokum that the English and 
French cannot be brought together 
in Canada” Paul Villeneuve, Mont- 
real labor leader appealed for “un- 


derstanding” between the two 
races 

Mr. Villeneuve was addressing a 
meeting of trade union men under 
the auspices of the United Auto- 
mobile Workers (C.I.O.) here last 
night. He believes that trade 
Anionism can contribute largely to 
The new spirit of understanding 
sweeping over Canada.” 


Not Ready to Go 


OTTAWA, Noy. 29—(Star Spe- 
clal by Staff Correspondent)—The 
disturbed situation in British Col- 
umbia, where draftees. are resisting 
the order that they move for ser- 
vice overseas under the new con- 


scription order is the subject of 
many reports today to the Na- 
tional Defence Department. It was 
stated, however, that such reports 
as had been received were little 
different’ than those which had 
appeared jin a press despatch, 

So far as disciplinary action ls 


ances of men who took part in the 
parades. There was no officlal 
comment jn Ottawa. 


Orderly Demonstration 


concerned that clearly rests upon 
the district military authoritles, If 
they should fail it is their duty to 
report and cause other measures fo 
be taken, If it comes to a physical 
Problem of removing some thous- 


MONT LAURIER, Que., Noy, 29 |2Nds of men who physically resist 
—(B, U. P,)—Approximately 800|and some of whom are equipped 
French-Canadian students gath- with arms and ammunition the sit- 
ered In the Arena here last night |U@tion could be serious. 
to frame a message to Maurice| There appears to be some dis- 
Lalonde, the Liberal member for | parit between the conditions 
this consttuency in Ottawa, pro-|Wwhich now are reported and those 
testing against the Government's| which were reported at a press 
order-In-counci] sending 16,000 | conference with military officers 
conscripts overseas. in British Columbia last week. The 

The dempneralars who were|latter were to the effect that the 
between the ages of 15 and 22, ob-|troops who had been drafted were 
servers sald, registered their op-| prepared tò go once they were 
position to conscription for oyer-| ordered to go, 
seas service and ex re eth volunteer for service overseas, 
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VIOLENCE I$ TALKED 
Striking Home Delene Troops 


Pondent) 
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EENEN 
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will cross the floor “ae 
= ster | eith. =i 
was questioned about the FoR ae the debate or when Stopped as Authorities 
A Erm: Tees. t is z ; 
es clusion of the session aso probable, in spite of 


eptimistic reports emana Open an Inquiry 


Nf ker J. A. Glen issued trom government sources, that there 


ee 

statemert: Will be Liberal bol 

“the House of oo hag a oher Parts of Cangas nee en ont Terrace, B.C., November 28.0) 
= m. ay.| Posite reason giy ec} —A 5 A. - 

= the Honorable a” Q members Te given by Quebec regiment of N.R.M.A. infan: 


en though Prime Min: 


Naughton, Minister of National| ist yesterday carefully 


ence, Was Present and gave in- 
respecting the Canadian 


try from Saskatchewan, on draft 
for service overseas and due to 
leave Terrace, remained in camp 
late today under threat of arme 
violence by striking home defence 
troops, 

The striking troops were classed 


could now replace 


rs as mutineers, it was understood, 
Liberals from Ontario and Western] since they interfered with other 
secret sittings have been | Canada who feel they can't safely| — © ‘Bey interfered with other 


by members of the op - 
and two of them, Sasson - 
(Toronto-Danforth) and Clay- 
2 Desmond (Kent. Ont), walked 
‘t of the chamber this afternoon in 
test while. Earl Rowe another 
Ominent Progressive Conservative 
£) scored the government last 
\-1t for the proposal, gu not go 
n. meeting today, 
eee alice doings to- 


disregard the wave of popular in- 


gimation in those areas. They be| Pearkes Says Troops 
lieve that to strengthen their posi, 


Sion before their electorate they Not Moving Overseas 
must take a stand in Parliamen Vancouver, November 28.—«)— 


whatever disfavor it may bri 
aj.-Gen. G. R. Pearkes, general 
Tom other government sup porters ae commanding-in-chief, said 
tonight a regiment whose transfer 
from Terrace had been prevented 
by pickets of other home defence 
units was en route to coast de- 
fence duties and was not moving 
overseas, 

He issued the following state- 
ment: “A unit which now has 
been given a coast defence role 
and which was being moved from 
Terrace to another point In Brit- 
ish Columbia was prevented from 
entraining by pickets of other 
units in Terrace, A previous re- 
port that this unit was moving 
overseas was made in error,” 

(Gen. Pearkes’ announcement 
came almost seven hours after 
first Canadian Press despatches 
that the men whose departure 
was held up were on draft for 
overseas, The earlier dispatch had 
been passed by the censor,) 

———————————— ah 


troops in the performance of-thely 
duty, 

A waiting troop train stood idle 
on a siding and the drafted gole 
diers remained at their camps. 

(A spokesman for Pacific come 
mand at Vancouver said later to- 
night the situation at Terrace ap- 
peared to be “easier.” The spokes 
man said a field ambulance unit 


Situation at Terrace 


To be Handled Locally, 


Vancouver, November 28.—0— 


= a anti-conscription 
A spokesman egies eee oppo aa ce ned turned int heir 
mand said a all sent ‘to the arms and there mae Sen 
or orders pad aa at Terrace the cy en tonight.”) 
prigode ame defence troops are Toveals and intimidation were 
where 


draftees from 
reventing overe E Comman 


the basis that the 
should be dealt 


ed by leaders of the recalci- 
pant home Yefence troops here to 
keep less fervent members in line, 
inquiries among the men disclos- 

today. 

ag Xntl-conseription group of 
soldiers were picketing members of 
the Saskatchewan regiment and 
members of the latter unit said the 
demonstrating home defence men 
had ammunition and gave mhe m 
pression of being prepared to use i 


ay bi been any stop- 
a ms Od allowances to 
: He soldiers at Terence A i 
coal not be done un ama 
bad been charged and Ce a 
ed the penalty order ha 


“We have ammunition, too,” said 
h the pay oe. vase yo a member of the regiment fom, Gans 
stoppage orders pea anal katchewan,. “But T wish we didn't, 
è caved at Panno at Terrace wers The wav y 
If any 50%) tineers,” it mus 
d as “mu 


ITY 407/s1 


e s5] nickname us 4 
might have Describe the demon- 
by ting home detence ore 
they : 968% “40 
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ster of Other Troops: 


| th 


IPJ -= Ordors have been lwued ta 
return lo Quebec province all 
Fronch-Canndian troops sauma 
elsewhoro In Canada, Brig. he 
mund Dinls, officer common ng 
Milliacy District No, 5, announ 
here today, 

“These soldiors will be ni 
lo our district and will be ea d 
horo undor thoir own officers, 
Dinis sald., 

At the same time he announced 
that Lt.-Col, Paul Garnenu, | oe 
Montreal, will command t a i 
ond Battalion of the Royal ana 
Regiment, Ip was announced o 
wooks ago that Major Pau : 
quet, V.C,, would assume the com 
mand, bul it was sald today tha 
Triquet is remaining overseas. a 

Garneau, who lẹ a Dicppe ve 


\Ouebec French- 


Draftees to Be Sent Back 


| QUEREE crry, Nov, 29 -- (B.U. | eran, 


Canadian 


la in Quebee preparin 
to take over his new core 7 
Military headquarters t ctf 
vorted that voluntary recruiting is 
I plng very well, and undoub 
will go much better when 
French-Canadian troops are 
turned”. 


Orders Received Here 


bec, but staff officers at M.D. 
No. wii not designate the ne 
units, 
Ot Etter. as this military dist. 
Js concerned, It Is known that a 
two French-speaking units 


Coalition 
Talk Heard 


Interest Centres 


Tn Ralston Stand | 
= | 


OTTAWA, Nov. 29— (Star 
Special by Staff Correspond- 
ent)—The speech that Col. 
Ralston, former Minister of 

efence, is preparing to make, 
perhaps today, is awaited as 
the most interesting contribu- 
tion yet to come in the debate 
on the reinforcement measures. 

If Colonel Ralston supports 
the Government it will be one 
thing. If he opposes it, as is 
stated in some quarters to be 
his inclination, it will be a 
source of added embarrass- 
ment. Conceivably, some of 
the English speaking Liberal 


members might take their cue 


to go on 
“ordered” to ES, W 
Was resort to the 
the draftee army 
Had this been don 
Ralston favored sucha enon cals 
youd still te Minister of De- 
arli 
seios, Ea pament would be in 


from him and vote against the 
Government, but who they are! 
is not known nor their num- 
bers. 

If. such a stand on Col. Rals- 
ton’s part, assuming he wishes to 
Stay in public life, would have 


jany likelihood of defeating the 


present Government there is no 
doubt of a union government 
being envisioned as in 1917, | 
Whether Col, Ralston would sub- 
scribe to 
there is nothing to show, 


A f 5 
tains the belief that he is anaoa 
0 return to ms. practice, 

‘hic ne was reluctant to leave in 

e first place. a 


Defeat Not Likely 


Whatever the course he takes 

little suggests the probability of 

Bi Seront fof the Government, 
cou only come 

through defections 

Tanks of its English 


resentful over 
to him indicate great irr 


Support o 
now would be ie 
not necessarily woul 


d h 
the Ministry. 


Haat Whose 
‘ought abou 7 
Gol, Ralston soc 


Meanwhile! 
So this js the situation ¢, > 
interest In the Ralston atti- 


a 


i 
i 
| 


OUE TEE Eaa 


Ralston Suppor 
Tells House Infa 


MORE RECRUITS 


i 


ASKED BY NAVY 


To Resume Rating Enlistments 
But to Stop Wren Recruiting 


Ottawa, November 29—-—Naval 
announced tonight 
resume recruiting— 
since October 


| 


eases 
the balance 
99 Wrens 204 
complement 52S since been en- 
listed,” th announcement con- | 
ined. ting was sharply Te 
en pow 15 
categories 


ets y 
ts BS who bas not had Sea 
ea raini g cannot enter 10 


The “early in the 


starting 
to meet 
“calculated to h 


s and saonthly recruiting 
Py ntained uD 
rate of 150 will apne: ni need 


ae 
quate ol Per of the Navy's war re- 


e heavy de- 


AS dal 
n 


' Ralston Damns King Government 
At Same Time He Saves Its Life 


By JAMES MACKENZIE FYFE 


(Gazette Staff writer.) 
tter that has aroused 


29,—Layton ‘his is a ma a ; 
athe the liveliest ae since Mr. 
t 


jt| King sprang on the surprised 
dammed House a Monday. | This reporter 


ntured the suggestion that it was 
de rhetorically. Col. Ralston did 
a confirm that guess; he\ 
“| declared that far. from being in 
genuine search of a successor the 
Prime Minister made the “offer” as! 
a quick interjection in casual con- | 


versation. 

This was more than Mr. King! 
could stand. He jumped to his feet | 
to deny that-he had-addressed the | 
remark to only, three men in .the 
cabinet, buf Col. Ralston turned 
him aside in short order, for he 
in future i vis about, to make ong of the many 

sd Col. Ralston | telling pom of the evening. He 

In deadly prokras ers of state-|was no opposing the government 

when he departed from the 
ob- | cabinet but was proposing to carry 
he believed to be the 
the government, he said. | 


Ottawa, 
Ralston ha x 


ember 
s probably 
government ut 


he has 


In two hours in the House of| V¢ 
i yeni ilt up| ma 
Commons this evening he bu t up made Timi 


spoke coldly and qui 
“possession; he 
culated self-posse nia he. stared 


ds; an! 
ed at bis hane*irmance left the 


ang counter-ch arn fcrcement 
rei 
scured the J°finished it seemed | policy of 


he was 

Phen ne last word had been said, | He had undertaken the task at) 

that the question that has been de- | the request of the Prime Minister, 
he commented somewhat sadly, and 


he would have liked to conti 

And here Col. Ralston indulged t 
one of the very few moments of 
introspection that marked his 
Like the Prime Minister of 


bated for weeks lay before all be- 
holders almost 
„nd slarkly plain in : 
plicity. Surely never the his- 
tory of arliamentary 
Sous Comperen of 
ch a cool in ic 
DE enti and S vra its him to 
Prime Minister; S290% 3 -| mits him to any course 
istry i such acute í 
Bare saur parrassment; and 
minister 


himself fitted. He uaa iie 
there would be resentment and 
song satisfaction at his political de- 
mle an the part of his opponents, 
P c was convinced that his place 
By, nel aes but outside the cab- 
hag. no, ery on is made and he 
e first hour of his ad 
flown, He had prepared tue sane 
dramatically for what was to be 
something of an anti-climax ,his de- 
tailed analysis of the reinforcement 
situation and his review of his bat- 
tle area findings. The galleries be- 
came restless, members slipped out 
aes | pee lacan $ gmk and, iik 
ought the} mosphere =i fel an Men tensas a 


debate,| POOLS NEARLY EXHAUSTED 


ht for the 
web ht But with his case prese 
Mister fe alri Ralston proceeded to pe ees 
ed 


nificance © 


more disclosed its q ck 
c 1 eness na a Bce: e al- 
rt lleries 
ttendance in the ga 
teno ind restless; to e 


jammed once more 
m pe felt. Col. 

on could be te taanis 
on charged the, 


y setting tho record 


Faced with a situation at 
on äjof his resignation w Ar ertme 
there was ae end of canary all de Ma 
througbow HH exhausted, the new minister of vs 
bers on mdi ‘| fence had lost two valuable he 
brightened Vt Yi} ln making useless appeals Ha ela 
ene appre:| He told the once more alert ‘liste a 
Tba accu at dha! Qan, Meangan ela 
A i o u 
ne Prim police had beer} men nor that he “only pace ae mt 
of the need fo) them was In the camps on then, ao 
d he dismissac coast. Fifteen thousand men Awon 
aring it to bi needed ,he sald, and when th or 
ul der-in-counc{| was passed can No. 
BPE an na 
i was wheth 
would have a er he 
Wos E ccepted it while he 


Ti 6 
e questione 


| benches 


| Ralston to the 
~% He could not 


from 


oment the principle was 
that certain LA. men should 


troops should hav 
ee ame scope of ser- 
men, he 


Col a 
would have accepted the provisions 


of ihe order-in-council an been 
prepered to battle it out on prO- 


cedure and method later, 
clared. Proceeding further 
climax, he told 
perceiving his in 
order-in-council S 
understands it to 5 
has been achieved by 
combination of circumstances; 
pressure of pul 
attitude of certain of 
in the cabinet. 


EXPRESSES DISSATISFACTION. 


Col. Ralston is far from satisfied 
with the halting attitude that has 


resulted in getting men 
deter- 


finally 
bound overscas but he is 
mined to do nothing to 


departure. He believes the time has 


come when all N.R.MA. 
should be sent; he has 
hard to bring about 

position to be 


dejected Conservatives and 
that he intends to vote for 
Prime Minister's motion. 

His position was 
and it is a compelling one 


their own. 
change of government, 
asking for a general election, 
is asong only that 
be sent fo the troops overseas. 


zation. 
government has done is 
tory but that action 
portant than method. 


patch of 
orders-in-council will be 


House, If there ls anyining that 
one can be sure of tonight it is that 
as long as he remains the House 

watch 


Layton Ralston will be a 
gor growling over the 
and the Minister ot 

holding them to stri 
Set undertaking to reinforce 


he de-| 

to his ` 
the House, now 
tention, that if the | 
what he 


blic opinion and the 
his colleagues 


able to afford to do 
anything now to hinder it, and hav- 
aq stated that position to\the now 

the 


rejuvenated Liberals he told them 
the 


clearly stated, 
| | that 
will have a resounding effect on 
| those who have been pondering 
He is not asking for a 


reinforcements 
He 
change 
elec- 


is more im- 
He doubts 
that the minister's program of dis- 
troops is sulficiently 
rapid, and he hopes that further 
passed 


without further reference to the 


government 
Defence and 
strict account to 

Can- 


ts ANg Duer 
ntry Pool ¥ 


| 


uences 


of Col Ralston’s d, it u 
a 


considered likely 
will change the 
bec Liberals. It 
fect on Ontarlo 
erals who may 


ave been In doubt, 
otes 
F. and 


not 
it 
e- 


re 


uid be without in- 
would withou' ae 


p R linta ‘relatareersents overseas 
Units themselves: would be _ 
aliphtly porter. strength. a 
ut members sitting opposite and _ 
Critical of the goyernment weren't _ 
ê o ones to leel the explosive 
À i ; orce of the former Defence Min- - 
£ v 


ter's bambs tonight for there was 
a devasta exposure of the Prime 
Minister’s at empts to avert dissolu- 
tion during the cabinet crisis. It 
became so hot that more than once 
the Prime Minister got to his feet. 

When he neared the end of bis 
Speech, Col Ralston declared 
his own efforts to get the cabinet 
to adopt his recommendation were 


1 erful 

E op foreo ot pubic caint An oem 

determined stand of some of his 

| m |] Cabinet colleagues — there were six 
i 5 Col. Ralston assured Parliament 


a N R A S. SES 


and the people that he has gotten 


Prime Minister and Gen. McNaugh- 


ton to strict i 
prosecuting account in vigorously 


The regular busmess o: 
resumed this afternmcan a 7 
spent in secrel saman, No: 

trensMred of what tok pi 
terday. and under 


Ralston Reveals Reinforce- 
ine a ments Pool Almost Used Up 


words, “and. I ma | 
from the day I arrived 
ome from overs se been to 


q@ites'ive on wartime secrecy it is Set additional trained infan 
in}vcimious to speculste too freely overse: uk tantry men 
on the seasions But it was jeaged BITTER ATTACK ON KING | mazniticest HS, (9, Peintorse our 
that the ecw at aS still is my objective, whether I am 
F or office or out of it. In the midst 
. . = uson and 
i 1,860 for Active Army Ralston Says Fast Action to | Hous and uee ting’ incidents of the 
= e weeks ave been de- 
R Enlisted Last Week Back Up Men Overseas Most p {ye on the 
s Onaws, November 29.—9—De- mended that it was cesses ty 
fence Minister McNaughton an- Important ] NRO Oas necessary toj 
nounced today that Jasi week P Ssu ae A. men for that pur- 
L880 men enlisted for active aes immedia 
service, the biggest week on rec- R ts, - mg Bho 
ord. The previous high we alston excerpts, poge 7. tonal 15, 
pee ve which followe By F. C. MEARS. i 
ay. Jun G Resident Correspond 
A breakdown of last week's (omera November 29. “4 
enlistment was: From Home De- a, —Col J. 
fence forces 850; from reserve Ralston, who was ousted from the 
U3: from the public &81. cabinet by Prime Minister King to 
Gen. McNaughton added that a make way for Gen McNaughton 
ssustactory ruon of the as Defence Minister who, in turn, is i 
eslistments was French-Canadian. adopted the course urged by him, ancil that N.R. 
saved the government in crisis MLA. be available for 
No. 3, tonight, when at the conclu- ent purpases, and. 
sion of a two-hour speech, he said i 
he would vote agains: the opposi- 
tion amendment and for the Prime 
Ministers molon of confidence in 
e on. 
= ing fi change of $ “Public 
government Lyre oad “ihe former enue fe Dade itsels goes 
ence ister in his closing could not 
words, “but I was asking for quick La The resolute stand of cer- 
infantry reinforcements; I wasn't a former colleagues in the Cab- 
asking for dissolution and a general = ‘Net has brought out that ty 
election, but I was asking for rein. influence into Positive action. 
STE fme exhibltion et magna. becuse of We sigs oniy 
: ` : is fme on e vigorous t 
Preceding Mr. Iowe S armari tew nimi, while it didn't surprise any- SUpport of thase other tes aN 
Mr. Hanson had the floor cited body In the House, has 
moments this afternoan; he giiclted Siac. the: potato one DEPLORES DELAY 
sez-į| from ‘fee that Hon. Alphonse Four- and ut q eR. Teiove the neces- ee ae aie satisfied with the 
E % or a une Ses- w t * 
an ee Minister of Public Works sien: Col. opened the, bomb cost and with the frig tenn ae 


* the ranks of h i 
is sül to be found in the ranks of bay and the ‘opposition “ero: urgency which has been displayed” 
i oat] he ministry, ar a 
4 be discern: 


use unless| looked as if they oh 
8 ile Hon ET blitzed, tinued. “I an far from satisfied 


que peers Uol Y END TOD. with the piecemeal method ado ted, 
god that the demonstrations | of SESSION aac = AY pr the halting attitude it indicates 
troops an the coast cannot b Parliament wil Prpbably so I have already stated my objections 
exibed as coun e being Set home tomorrow nigh There is no o ibat method. but now that at last 

The sitnsbon pletely controlled, further need E giing. Since een taken I am determ- 
paiete Minister sald, anari: ce een tee limit Carie: four tat, neither m y dissatistaction 
Hanson. who ic bpp nea Uon and a promise that as further detect. me lato cists = An 
rien or Cee ine Du, had per- Headed aitona] to the 1600) are la Mee reine, slightest delay 3 

t x be_PremPuy-s3is— furth 4 rwa ` 

force 19e fines of Mr. Graydon | he fight to get Prime Minister ‘ese reinfo "age 
reply tp be tbe cause of the some; | ing to change ‘als pied cast han pTO, vote, T 
‘Seat elliptic speech be delivered; his loyal METE rey 


sition amend- 
in movin ae Oant motion on 


; in any event it 
Monay lee much w his ex- 
ed 


tinue to abound re- 
gatding the pe ition of the Minis- 
ter of ‘Agriculture, Hon. James 
Gardiner. He has made it clear 


ed to conscription, 
that be 1s eld that his resignation 


ag rar: because he has accept- 


$ 


“I beve 


commitments of man 
P mer; far ihat rean ho eela that 
„makers lighted Zan sre as important on the 


r choice, but t the front 
thei es is a feeling here that Mr. 


ner is 


nacńáng Phe above-mention- 
se the 


t 
p 


j 

$ 
Bi 
f 
$ 
i! 


a oe peeled 


t appeal 


Fk Hb plead. said the col- 


în getting men to enlist volu: 7 
Yat of the 2432 men in the Wises 
Aree only 76 en- 
Y 

| overseas service and ater ait" acy 
ot appeal to them, That experlonce 
| didn’: eee the Defence De- 
partment to think they would do 


j Well in any general appeal now for 


Voluntary enlistm 
T) ents fo y 
He said it was estimated saan 


than 1,500 men and Produce more 
at leas 
DA at least 18.000 


| ous delay r 
jang Noronha N in aiumemnber I 
milist voluntari 

King nor Gen Woe my 

| Tully realized 

| Vigor and promptness 

fet the men. Co}. 

| the policy adopted as “a haif- 
i] 

created two classes of sol, rie 

thought there could de Se adel 

plan than that which would pre- 

vent any distinctions o | 


” r discrimin- 
ations between troops and further 
disunity in the country, “It was 


mot my idea” said Cal, 
“and it was not the tie a a 
Prime Minister in 1942." 


WITHERING ATTACK 


Never in parliamentary history 
though, has a Prime Minister bee 
sudjected to such withering attack 
as was the painful lot of Mr. King 
nen ea leton was exposing 
the ridiculous procedure duri 
eadinet crisis. mm Mie 

_Col. Ralston had referred to Mr, 
King’s statement to the House on 
Monday last that he, the Prime 
Minister, when things were getting 
hot in the East Block and he was 
confronted with the spectre of dis- 
solution he asked his cabinet col- 
lesgues individually if they would 
take on the job of Jeading a govern- 
ment should he, the Prime Minister, 
Gecide to quit 

“If I weren't so respectful of the 
Prime Minister I would call this! 
plain nonsense,” declared the for- | 
And he 


the Governor-General and asking 
branded the Prime Minister's pleas 


to his colleagues as a “snap invita- 
tien.” g 

| “If a man head to stay in a gov- | 
| ernment,” said Col. Ralston, “or, as | 
| an alternative, be prepared to form 
ja sorerament S00 aerrent 10 men 

d be a Serious deter 

entering public life. Its the strang- 
est doctrine I ever heard. 


CHARGES KING INSINCERITY 


t point cf the Ralston ex- 
The Por "prime Minister | King's 


| 


could imagine 
policy of that 


sald Gel. 


successor, I want to sè 
of the kind occurred. 


Minister wes not in 


EXTRANEOUS MALI nN 


He sald he repor! 
ted a 
he eula immediately on ee 
TOM Overseas that he believed 


15,000 men need 
X ed al once for ins 
the ay reinforcements, That was 


issue before this Parlia 
Mes He charged thet the Prime 
inister brought up oxtrancous 
matter , i 
3 probably in the hope they 
might influence some private mem- 
= Votes, 
ne of the extraneo 
Was that of cabinet eens nat 
1 said in my public statement woro 
(he result of what Mr, King had 
said | What had happened in cabi- 
RA a Cot, Ralston, “My ad- 
ess followe 8 N ot 
Bhat IS Address, not Ais 

Col. Ralston argued { yas 
the Prime Minister via finer pube 
Nely &ealt with matters before the 
cabinet. The Prime Minister in his 
radio address put on the public ro- 
cord by WA of a radiò address 
what the then Defence Minister 
had reported to cabinet on the re- 
inforcement situation, Mr, King had 
said Col. Ralston reported not an 
actual but a possible shortage of ve- 
inforcements im the next tew 
months, The sme applied to Col, 
Ralston’s report to cabinet of his 
doudt that the voluntary system 
would produce the required men. 

Col, Ralston said he had declared 
that the reinforcement pools “were 
very much down, if they were not 
wholly depleted" That would in- 
dicate (here was an actual shortage 
and that there would be a probable 
Sreater shortage in the next few 
months, 

“The doors of the Privy Council 
have been pretty well opened,” he 
said. “For what is alright for the 
Prime Minister ought also to be 
alright for an humble ex-minister,” 
said Col, Ralston bluntly. The for- 
mer Defence Minister thought the 
Prime Minister's references to Col. 
Ralston’s reports to cabinet were 
‘wholly irrelevant to the one issue 
vefore Parliament and people which 
vas whether or not reinforcements 
xere going to be sent overseas." 

In June Col. Ralston said he had 


ceecived advices that the reinforce- 


ment situation might become diffi- 
eult by October, and he passed 
them on to the cabinet. Then Col, 
Ralston said, referring to the cab- 
inet meeting of August 7, that he 
did ne* 1. -ntion the possibility of 
having to resort to compulsion, The 
chief of staff had reported then 
that the “overall” reinforcement 
situation was satisfactory and that 
report was made in the best of 
faith. and the Prime Minister him- 
self, he said, had readily admitted 
this. 

A high tribute was paid by Col. 


Ralston to Lt.-Gen. Kenneth Stuart, 
then chief of staff overseas, an 
who resigned when there was a 
change in the defence portfolio. 
Col. Ralston said Gen. Stuart felt 
that if he had to do it over again 
he would have done the same 
thing. , 
Then the former Defence Min- 


ister, turning to Mr. King’s remarks | 


about the last Quebec conference, 
said this conference had not a 
single thing to do about Europe, 
was entirely confined to future Pa- 
cific operations. But Col. Ralston 
said he went to Premier King at 
Quebec and said the N.R.M.A. men 
might have to be retained as poten- 
tial reserve and Mr, King assured 
him his position on this matter was 
the same as two years ago. But the 
situation developed after the Quer 
bec conference and he sald, s 
didn’t withhold anything; I tol 

them of serious developments qe 
Europe.” This was on September 22. 


CABINET IS TOLD 


5 ram came to me in Aug- 
usi but ieaan’t take it to cabinet, 
Jt advised there was a serious 
shortage in infantry units,” said 
Col. Ralston. It also reported every- 
thing would be alright in three 
week “I didn't telj e cabinet of 
it at the time, but did so at a Jater 
daie,” he followed. sal 

“The Defence dr 
carried 


“j lso always sought 
Ralston, HM ines. a na cut I dia 


re 
last overseas 


inet on 
te thi 
5! 
ad final 
g rm Rut eons reported he coul 
no longer regard op of reinforce. 
pyar lor the army at this stage of 
{he war, 
“That ngest doctrine I 
eve dt” exclalined Col. Ral- 
ston in to tha famous tory 
t he bad asked his 
E 4 were prepatod 


The former Pefencd Minister 
sald (ho Primo Minister at that 
stage of the cabinet criais gavè 
Im the impression that the Prime | 
Minister was not “in genuine 
search of a successor,” Then In 
an axphange tonight Mr, King sald 


he asked throe ministers, ono of 
them Col. Ralston, and Col. Rale) 
ston said that ho and the other 


{wo ministers appronehed sald No, 

“Ita man had to atay In the pove | 
ernment or else bo prepared to 
form a government nnd lead in 
party,” declared Col, Ralston” It 
would be a serious deterrent to 
men to enter public life.’ 

Then, becoming — self-veveal |g, 
Col. Ralston yeferred to the Prime, 
Minister's “snap tyvitation® to torp 
A goverment and sald. ha hinge 
Was “not (loxible enough, but L vns 
born that way and is too Inte 
now to change.” 


TIME ELOMDNT VITAL , 


Col, Ralston dented Mr, King's 
assertion that the difference be- 
tween them was a proposed "goa 
line’ for the voluntary method. 
The Issue arose, rathor, oul of the 
cabinot’s refusal to necepl his ro- 
commendatlon to resort to con- 
epl on., The tmo aleman ho 
said, was paramount, Ho sald he 
had no rogrots over his resignation, 
Ho was thankful for (he opportune 
ity given him to serve this country 
m the most critical four years of 
its history, 

Turning to the Prime Minister's 
statement in the House on Monday 
about neo actual shortage of roin- 
forcements at the present time and 
none until the end of the year, 
Col. Ralston said} “I will have to 
take issue again with the Prime 
Minister, I was deeply concerned 
with the immediacy and the urg- 
ency of the shortage of infantry 
reinforcements.” e 

He said he had sought to impress 
on the cabinet that there was an 
actual need for more men and he 
indicated the situation would stead- 
ily gel worse till next May, 

The question was not what would 
happen if the 16,000 men were 
secured but what would happen if 
the 16,000 were not obtained. Col. 
Ralston read from his press state- 
ment of November 12. Since that 
time the infantry casualty estimiftes 
had been revised downward. Col. 
Ralston said when he retired it 
looked as if there might be enough 
through November but by the end 
of December there would be no 
pool and the units would be under 
strength, 

He declared he was definitely 
urging a policy that would insure 
an ample reserve in the poole, and 
he repeated that while the aggre- 
gate estimated casualties were not 
out of line, it was the unforeseen 
heavy infantry casualties that had 
upset the situation, Then a large 
number of contingencies had to be 
guarded against, such as infrequent 
or delayed ship arrivals. 

Col. Ralston stressed the great 
value to morale at the front of hav- 
ing trained reinforcements ready at 
hand to move in. 

Col. Ralston urged that casual- 
ties must be Top aced promptly, 
that fighting efficiency depended 
on continuous and not periodic re- 
inforcements. He saidi “We can't 
afford to take chances with the 
lives of men,” when he was refer- 
ring to what he found in Europe. 
He recalled that when he was in 
Italy there were 10,000 Canadians 


who had been’ in the fighting front 
for six months, and he arranged to 
give some of these leave home, and 
this arrangement, he added, was 
carried out after his resignation. 
Finally, briefly reviewing the 
military manpower situation, Col. 
Ralston said: “We were living hand- 
to-mouth as far as immediate rein- 
foreements were concerned.” s 
He added that what he had found 
was found by Gen. McNaughton 
soon after the latter took over the 
defence portfolio. He stressed that 
when it came to another appeal for 
voluntary enlistment the only group 
was the 8,000 fully trained and the 
8,000 partly trained N.R.M.A, men, 


‘Senators Are to 
Policy of Government 
Ottawa, November 2. — M — 


Sonator J, H. King, government 
Senate leader, sald in the Senate to- 
night ho understood there was a 
possibility of the Commons discus- 
gion on reinforcements reaching a 
conclusion on Friday, , 

Dr. King siid he was givi 
assurance of the length of the 
mons debate but In view o 
possibility of an early conclusion he 
jroposed the Sennte meet tomorrow 
Raif an hour earller than usual In 
order to conclude its debate this 
week. iih iat i 

Discussion of the reinforcemen' 
slluallon In the Senate had been 
planned tonight but was delayed to 
nilow members of the Upper House 
to hear Col. J. L. Ralston, former 
Defence Minister, address the Com- 
mont, í 

‘There will bo no motion before 
the Sonate but Dr. King will make 
n statement on government policy, 
We wlll be followed by Senator 
C. Ballantyne, Progressive Conser- 
vilive Senate leader, and then 
other mombera of the House will be 

ce to speak, 
tator John T, Halg, acting Pro- 
yrossive Conservative Senate lead- 
er, sald: his_party concurred in the 


‘Gom- 
£ the 


'ocedure Dr. King had outlined, 
re fell the Senate debate would be 
brief. 


matarn 


TOTAL BRFORT 
ASKED BY ROWE 


He Says Conservatives Stand 
lor Equality of Service 


By F. C. MEARS 
(Gazette Resident Correspondent) 
Ottawa, November 29.—“The Pro- 
gressive Conservative party stands 
prepared to cooperate with any 


government which under leader- 
ship that will insure equality of 
service offers proof of will and 
determination to send to our sol- 
diers overseas the reinforcements 
which our war commitments de- 
z ay declared Hon. W. Earl Rowe 
Ou ibe! x = 
debate in the House foday on 
Prime Minister King’s motion 
confidence in his government. 
Mr. Rowe, while stating that his 
declaration came with the full 
authority of the national leader, Mr. 
John Bracken, and with the unani- 
mous assent of the Progressive 
Conservative members in the House 
explained it did not mean the oppo- 
sition party was at this time act- 
ually advocating the formation of 
a national or coalition or other war | 
party but was simply promising its 
support to any group who appeared 
ready and able to prosecule the 
policy of adequate and continuous 
reinforcements to the infantry over- 


seas, 

During the course of the after- 
noon debate, Victor Quelch (S.C. 
Acadia) announced the Social Cre- 
dit party in the House would sup- 
port the government in the vote 


of confidence motion. There are 10 
Social Credit members. 


C.C.F. MOTION DISCARDED 


situn vas ne 
ut of order 
ment moved Monday night by M. 
Ta” 
laine at such a 7 ‘i 
Dent could not be entertained by | Ki 
the House until the main aman RE 
ment had been disposed of bu tes 
could be moved after the man 
opposition motion had been vot 
on. Late this afternoon, tho al 
the New Democracy or Socia’ 
Credit group, moved, through Is 
tor Quelch, another sub-amen 
ment to take the place of the CCF. 
motion that was temporarily dis- 
carde 
is Social Credit motion not 
Sain called for adequate reinforce. 
ments but also for a long list of 
social and economic 
in the day’s proceedin; 
Johnson, Liberal 
ronto, Cnt, we Pea Jan 
overseas servic ss 
opened the debate with a D; 


commendin: $ 
NEER the Prime Minister 5 


| 
| 
| 


only, under the National 


obilization Act 
French- 
troops nt = 


overnment to deman a 
they be returned to 
oy their homes In 


The  Saskatchewa 
which was to have made ay st 
„| Move to another station fù the 
caving Terrace Oy Sikei ee Apm 
ving Terrace by els o 
units at the village Yoo et forth 
of Vancouver. 
Reports from Terrace tonight gal 
that the demonstrating troops Sad 


returned to their duties late this 
afternoon, 


ch-Canadian unit from Que- 
Protesting against partial ov- 
erseas conscription authorized last 
=e by the Dominion Govern- 
ni 


The home defence troops origin- 
were called up for service in 


Be Erave situation caused by a 


Ottawa Lists 
‘Those Subject 
To Army Call 


Several Categories 
Mentioned in Order 


OTTAWA, Nov, 29—(C. P) — 
Certain categories of men dis- 
charged from the Navy and Air 
ž Force are subject to military call, 
p Hon. H, Mitchell, Labor Minister, 

said today in the Commons. 

He said the Navy and Air Force 
stipulated the categories in which 
the “dischargees"—all surplus per- 
sonnel—were placed. 

Recent and future graduates 
from the Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan—estimated at 10,000 
—who will go into civilian air 
force reserve under a recent cur- 
7 _tailment order, are not affected by 
da Held U P | today's announcement, ‘an Air 
Force spokesman said. 

Not Subject 

Those not subject to military re- 
call are: 
| 1. Men with service overseas, 
| or over the territorial waters of 

Canada providing such service has 
| not been terminated on grounds of 
misconduct or inefficiency prior to 
engagement in actual operations, 

2. Men who have served three 
years or more in Canada and 
| whose services have not been ter- 
minated for misconduct or ineffici- 
ency. 
| 3. Men discharged on compas- 
sionate grounds. 


Canadian con- 
said editorially 


now ae athe con- posts of high essentiality. 


head for the 5 Nm discharged as medically 
eolunt ae Liable to Recall 


unteer = 
liable to recall: ‘ 
ionel with overseas or 
home: service who were dis- 
charged on grounds of inefficiency. 
2, Personnel whose services were 
terminated on grounds of mis- 
conduet by sentence of court- 
martial or disciplinary courts, 
3. Personnel a resigned to 
i -martial. 
avoid aina discharged be- 
cause their services were no longer 
required, 
Subject To Recall 


Those definitely subject to re- 


cal iren not covered in the fore- 
goin | categor cee ET E 
v roba! 
p Ah signed or failed to 
qualify. 
become p unsuitable, 
Mr. 1 


pring! 
to a 
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con beet er 
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wo in the Pr Shere w s 
go Dy 
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2 erajority of 
enorm 5 

tive votes, ery fact that 


profile or th 


a 
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POLIGR DETAIN SIX]. 
‘FOLLOWING PARADE 


4. Men discharged to civillan| 


d as unlikely to 


considered in- 
jon will be 
dividurally an povticular circum- 


medica! category, 
be 


n not subject 

nen raorie to 
0 

horitles W ARAE 


alldvisable to have the 
» 


Anti + Draft Demonstrators | 
Smash Windows, Maroh 
Through Downtown Streets 


MEETING IS HELD 


—— 


Bloo Populaire’s Quebeo 
Lendor Protests Against 
Conscription Before 2,000 
Youths 


More than half a dozen young 
mon were under arrest fost night 
following n parade nnd demonstra- 
tions in the financial district of 
tho city after an ontl-conseription 
mecting at tho St. James market 
laco on Ontario street east by the 
Jontreal section of the Bloc Popu- 
laire, and addressed by Jts provin- 
cial leader, Andre Laurendeau. 
City police were unable to fur- 
nish the exact number of persons 
arrested or names at an early hour 
this morning, as the persons were 
still being listed at headquarters 
following the breaking of plate 
glass windows at the newspaper Le 
Canada and at the Insurance Ex- 
change building containing offices 
of the National Selective Service. 
Windows were also broken in the 
Dominion Messenger Service office 
at Little St. Antoine and Creig 
streets, and in several of the prem- 
ises on St. Peter street between 
St. James and Craig streets. 

In the majority of cases the win- 
dows were broken by youngsters, 
out for a lark, who joined the par- 
ade as it left the St. James Market 
place. The group were foiled in an 
attempt to reach the head office of 
the Montreal Star Publishing Com- 
pany on St. James street when 
their way was blocked by city 
police reserves, who had been rush- 
ed to the scene from No. 14 police 
station. 

The riotous youths also tried to 
reach the office of The Gazette on 
St, Antoine street but police re- 
ee Aree aene also to maintain 
aw and order, and the 
changed their minds. rae 

ot least on 
ed during the demon: i = 
eae a Cherri strations. Ber: 
ger boy in the employ of s 
ada, was pushed around Peen 


to escape with 
however. 
mr a mermraNested-Were taken Into 
ou o D the police reserves in 
he Ae Janes gtp emes Market, 
streets when” efused to tne 
malice ae jen they refused to obey 
The group in 
to assemble out. 
Market, and w. 


eet and attacked 
vere Selective 

pt t oiled in their 
Montreal "Sta the office of the |. 


he windows in i 
Premises on 
a at ang. sing St. Anions 
the young hoodlums he ea 


parade while it was 


ing of the Bl 
e Quebec election 
otest against con- 
tter accusations di- 
the Govern- 
ee of the 
who, 

urendau, “have betreya 
and Joined a vellque 
a dictatorship n ty y 


nda 
nim speaking before 


to the 


He recalled the words 
ench C. 

Specially of Henr Bonan 
ude of French 
FR tion and 


ee FEED IASA een me e 


n Makes Clear 
at Draftee Grant 


Ottawa, November 29—® — Hon. 


ju. B. Hanson (PC, York-Sunbury) 
gald today in the ians thath 
hod used the wrong Ennio; 
last ‘Thursday when he as e t 
army officers had been asked to ep: 
praect Home Defence troops an 
ell 


ommons that he 


em they would get no re- 
jor aiton grants if they did not 
volunteer for overseas service. 

Mr. Hanson sald he had meant to 
ask if the officers were ordered to 
teli Home Defence troops they 
would get no war service gratulty 
if they did not go Laer i 

existing legislation Home 
eee scape are not entitled to 
gratuities. Special provisions were 
made to give gratuities to draftees 
who went to Kiska for a six-month 
period, Government officials have 
sald that provision will be made to 
provide gratuities to draftees who 
go overseas under the government's 
recent order-in-council. All troops 


are entitled to rehabilitation 


| grants.) 


. Hanson said he made his 
Pii not only to put the posi- 
tion right but “to clarify and to 
make KAN the position of a very 
gallant ofticer (Brig. A. L Anglin) 
who is the district officer command- 
ing in Milltary District No. 7 who 
feels that my remarks, have misin- 
terpreted his position- 


Repeatedly referrmg to we uy- 
ocritical” “stand ofo the Liberal 
rovernment in the past, and ore 
cially during the last war and the 
present, Mr. Laurendeau said “we 
denounce this dictatorship of the 
majority over the minority as being 
as typrannical as any fascism.” He 
declared that Prime Minister Mac- 
kenzie King had been the instru- 
ment of a group of 200 imperialists 
whom he identified as the “clique.” 


He also said “unfortunately part 
of our French Canadian press has 
also helped that group.” 

In conclusion, Mr. Laurendeau 
stated “I am a'man who is not 
ready to appease the hand which 
strikes.” He then ex ined that 
tie government used first the 
ṣ ogan of “participation, then pleb- 
iscite and finally conscription” to 
ze Canada into the state in which 
sete now. Prior to his final ap- 
pea for unity and for Canada's 
a tependence, the Bloc leader 
ont we must give a vote of non 
is idence to Ottawa's politics. We 
detest imperialism. We want union 
in Canada in 
independence, 


€ also announced that he had 
asked Premier Duplessis to assem- 
Ble n, leaders of the province in 
E e O express a united feeling 
e province on the question of 
mengrPtion to the King Govern- 


Paul Masse, local law h 

; , yer, who 
like Mr. aurendeau appealed for 
demonstration of the 

ench Canadians, said 
have every right to pro- 
mame pe me ovince of 
are a e same time 
zoning the feelings of 3,225 
thingies ftom Toronto and of’ two- 
are of all zombies in Canada, who 
© nat of French Canadian origin. 
Tule >, denounced the “clique’s 
e over the majority of Can- 
‘puding Saper ceng Can- 
r cent, of European” 

and 15 per cent. of frish | 
wish Canada’s in- | 
He paid tribute to De | 
Prime minister of Ireland, 
among al ded “Canadian unity 


eriy.” those who hate hypo 
The Bloc 


Populaire leader for 
Quebec acteleseats sent by 


order to achieve our 


a al tel Fr ab 
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? | A NATION'S HEALTH 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 80, 1944 


i 


Is 


A NATION'S WEALTH 


et COLONEL RALSTON 
CONSISTENT 


REMAINS 


OLONEL RALSTON could not consist- 
Bs ently have taken any other course than 
the one he adopted last night in the House 
Ñ of Commons. Any other decision than one 
t i supporting the Government would have been 
inconsistent with his declared position, for 
A he stated quite clearly in the House earlier 
f in the week that there was nothing between 
là him and General McNaughton—the General's 
5 statement of his position was what Colonel 
Ralston had advocated. “There is really 
nothing between us,” said Colonel Ralston. 
“What he now recommends is what I 
advocated.” 


BOOTS RT 


’ His principal reason for supporting the |, 


+ Government is stated clearly and unequivoc- 
ally. He said: 

“The amendment is in fact a motion 
of want of confidence because if it were 
carried the Government's motion would 
be lost and the Government, instead of 
driving ahead, as it must do, to dispatch 
16,000 reinforcements from the N.R.M.A. 

1 and the further reinforcements required 
d from time to time, would cease to func- 
tion, and the whole matter of dispatching 
these men, which I have s0 earnestly 
advocated, would be thrown into the 

realm of uncertainty and suspense. . . I 

have come to the conclusion that I will 

not by my vote permit that to happen.” 


In another place, Colonel Ralston added: 
“When I resigned, I didn’t want a change of 
Government; I wanted reinforcements. That's 

what I want today.” 
i This decision of Colonel Ralston's having 
‘ been made, little remains for the House to 
debate. It is certain now tbat the Govern- 


en i 


dence, and although it does not come througn 
the crisis unscathed, it 1s enabled to carr; 
on the rest of the wer-with a mandate for 
its most vigorous prosecution. 

Colonel Ralston’s explanations to the 
House clarify the whole situation, On his 
own admission, hia advice ‘to send reinforce- 
ments overseas from among the draftees was 
gomewhat belatedly given. If, as he declares, 
the infantry reinforcement pools haye beep 
almost depleted to the point of exhaustion, 
nen a decision to send draftees overseas 
e wecks AgO would not have met the 

diate emergency. It would have served 
get reinforcements over & few weeks 
hed phipping been available, but it 
nave filled the reinforcement pools 
anuary: At that time, or a little 


H 


ment will be sustained by a vote of confi- |. 


Prime Minister, General Mo- | 


helt 


, ——— 
This Rioting Must Stop 


An Editorial 


— 
o marched on downtown newspaper 


0 4 of hoodlums wh 
HE GANG 0 EEA 


offices Inst night and smashed plate glass w 
Selectiyé Service Offlea and In St, Peter street shops were guilty 
of the firat overt net against the Government policy of sending / 
draftees overseas As reinforeements Other demonstrations will 
doubtless follow, for It Is clear from Jast night's happenings that 
{his demonstration was not {he sporadic outburst of a few dis- 
gruntiod men, but was organized. Under whose leadership It was 
organized the public will not be long In guessing, for the leaders 
of responsible elements in tho community have already counselled 
order and obedience to (he law, 
Last night tho Montreal pollco did an excellent Job, Damage 
was kept to a minimum and the crazed youths were kept away 
from thelr principal objectives, But thero are not enough police | 


In the elty to control n situation of thls kind it the organization 
illos, and the competent authorities must 


an mt om 


s| plans to extend Its actly 

be prepared to nct Jn support of the police. 

l * K * 

NE THING the public will demand, and that 1s that outbreaks 
of this kind be put down with the flrmest possible hand. 
These young men—even thelr older and, presumably, more 

ht to object to con- 

What they must do, 

Inside St. James 


intelligent, Jeaders—haye an undoubted rig 
No one denies them that right. 

relso it constitutionally. 
the free expression of opinion 
But the moment these young 


scription. 
however, is to exe 
Market Hall no one interfered with 


which is every Canadian’s right. 
moment they demonstrated in the streets 


men stepped outside, the 
at that moment they 


and caused disorder by smashing windows, 
became guilty of an offence, not alone against common decency, 
but against the elementary principles upon which the tight of 
citizenship is based. They are responsible to the law and the law 
should be applied to their conduct with the utmost rigour, 
* * * 

pars COUNTRY wants no repetition of 1917. The best elements 

of Quebec itsclf do not want any such repetition. Repeatedly, 
during the past few days, provincial leaders, from the Cardinal 
down, have urged restraint on the people of this province. They 
have asked that the law be obeyed, that Quebec, in the words 
of the Premier, demonstrate again that it is “lhe bastion of law 
and order" in this country. è 

What leadërship them are mese young hoodtums-toliowing?~ ~ 
They must know that-the Iaw of this country will be enforced 4 
without fear or discrimination. They would be well advised io 
heed the counsel of the saner elements who know that Quebec's 
relationship with the rest of Canada may depend for years to 
come upon its attitude toward the decisions taken by the people’s 
Government and Parliament. 


Naughton and Colonel Ralston agree, a fur- 
ther emergency will arise. If the movement | 
of reinforcements already initiated is delayed, 
as Colonel Ralston fears, by prolonged debate 
or the defeat of the Government and the 
turmoil of an clection, the Members will have 
to apswer to the country for having caused 
the delay. 

How much finer would their attitude 
not have been had the Government's critics 
been able to say as Colonel Ralston 
did in what must have been a moving 
moment in his speech: “I haye not any ambi- 
tion but to be a good Canadian, and I know 
that my place is not on the towering heights 
of Jeadership but in the humble valleys work- 

be re-organized immediately, bri- 
ing with my fellow men.” | gade camps at six British Colum- 

Whether or not this debate onds this week, | eee at ot oa me 
for the Canadian people the issues are now status of a military district. 
settled, The Government will remain in alte ce ee geport coua 
office to carry out the mandato entrusted to eT kaalen o? the 6th Divi- 
it. The hundreds of thousands of young Can- sion, comprised almost entirely of 
adians overseas will go into battle with the home defence units, would be the 
comforting assurance that whatever may be 
their needs, Canada is behind them with all 
her strength, Reinforcements are given the 


‘Second step in connection with 
three infantry divisions organized 
right of way and an election quite properly 
side-tracked, 


Recruiting Up 

OTTAWA, Nov. 30—(C.P.)—De- 
fence Minister McNaughton an- 
nounced yesterday that last week 
1,860 men enlisted for active ser- 
vice, the biggest week on record. 
The previous high weekly figure 
was 1,325 which followed D-day, 
June 6. 
A breakdown of last week’s en- 
.|listment was: From Home Defence 
forces 866; from reserve 113; from 
the public 881. 
Gen. McNaughton added that a 
satisfactory proportion of the en- 
listments was French-Canadian. 


Re-Organize Division 
VANCOUVER, Nov. 30—(C.P.)— 
The Vancouver Province in a news- 
Page story yesterday sald that the 
Canadian Army's 6th Division will 


for the defence of Canada, The 
7th and 8th Divisions were dis- 
banded in September, 1943, 

The 6th Division has been sta- 
tioned in British Columbia and 
brigade camps were set up at 
Terrace, Prince 
n, Nanaimo and Port 


Prince Rupert, 
George, Vel 
Alberni, 


oo enema 


Ralston 
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Had Co}, Ralston tii FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1944 i 
ae oa to the CEEE it is | | 
probable that many English 
speaking Liberals would h 
ji ave fol- 
© ia m ea aaa breta i A NATION'S HEALTH 
$ been talking that way. One of Is 
Kime repeatedly pounded his desk 
approval of the ex-Minister, A NATION'S WEALTH 
thaveving definitely the “where 
a ae ae of mind. 
ver, Col. Ralston de- 
Jared for the Government for NO OBLIGATION REMAINS 
to op caons he gave, he appeared 
10 give the lead to any reportedly HE Quebec Government has taken the first 
ces support, official step in opposition to Ottawa’s 
Not Playing Politics 
licy of sending draftees overseas. Its . 
If the ex-Minister stands by the alee i a a refers to EES Che Sey aes up 
ration, how it is be- uncil, passed yesterday, refer Government the release it sou 
ai À ght. On April 
use he is determined “not to lose “the integral respect of the formal engage- 
sight of the ball”—the urgent need 27, 1942, the plebiscite vote was taken and 
of reinforcements. He intends to ‘ments contracted and the sacred promises 2,926, 
hold the Government to a “strict i ni aa 2,926,856 Canadians voted “Yes,” while 1,618,- 
accounting.” In that respect mean- agate eddie ect egi as tpt Vig 730 voted “No.” Nothing could h ‘ 
while he won't “play politics” or disguised or apparent, for overseas service.” “a ave) (Deen E 
help bring about defeat of the a more conclusive. The democratic process for i 
y, or help precipitate the It is just hero that the reasoning of the determining the will of th 
reac -ofa a EAE aeea RE document will not bear close examination, for wa e Aine stata e people had resulted 
s 
nol purpose, from which poli the whole of Canada released the Govern- large majorit E eae that will. By 
rr ythin, » Cana 
will ol be allowalrta aeflect ° ment from the moral obligation assumed mént y, a relieved the Govern- à 
Nevertheless, what he has had earlier not to introduce compulsion for over- AS OF ar moralabligaHon: ma Tere fe Free, Fi - 
to say to the Government has not t to meet fhe exigencies of war, 
There be ee fh, Dewere. seas service. Let us say at once that the ih Minuit. Se, eeeessiaced 
tary in referring to the polley as Quebec Government is pursulng a proper ernment’ i sonore et ee 
“half-hearted—piecemeal.” course in memorializing Ottawa on this sub- 5 original commitment was not made 
Mr. Ralston’s speech was ap- to Quebec, not even especially t 
praised as both a triumph and a ject. It has a view to express and expresses ; y to Quebec; it 
disappointment. A triumph in his it with dignity and restraint. That is the was made to the whole of Canada. The fact, 
therefore, that the majority in Quebec voted 


personal vindication and in the 
high ground which he takes and a Jevél upon which this controversy should be “No! 
o” in the plebiscite does not place this 


t those who s 

thought he might atori To kept, and it is to be hoped that the people province i 
of the province will follow the example now Jati a a privileged position where 
ational duties are concerned, Its responsi- 


the Government, rip into them and 
sent to lead a union movement given them, 
bilities in national affairs are those of all 


do a complete job, and then con- 
tinge T poi riia Bs he This being said,\the merits of the Order- Sth 
. er provinces; they are responsibilities 


things. The “ol 
describes dt, is to get men oy in-Council may be examined critically. The shared in 
not go. 3 : 
port’ any course calculated to de- Premier's telegram tèsthe Prime Minister The O et 
lay, much less to frustrate that concludes with the words> “The Government claim me nin sae pl 
rpose. akin, : 
PES far as the English spe g and tho people of the Proyince of Quebec d Ra atin ede Ale i 
oes contain the underlying assumption that 


members, outside a apport of demand that your Government respect and 
the Government e param they fulfi] your solemn engagements and sacred 
ama ae Guslee following. Four pledges against conscription fop overseas. Bie wara 
have crossed the vost ih aisd service,” That is also the substance of the Laurier to his ci 


Quebec has been unfairly dealt with, 


the advice ot 
ompatriots in 


pos ihe y Berle Six gu; õrder-in-Council, Wa 
Jama have e Taio Liga Now the obligation not to introduce com- een an again as being peculiarly 
Quebec Amendment Possible pulsion did exist until April, 1942, Mr. King iat KES an © protest the Quebec Govern- 
The Quebec Liberal. Leir to admitted that obligation in his speech to the “The W made. Sir Wilfrid said: % 
casting apo When it can be vouse the other day. He said: “There has Have a ae a a Boema to me this: 
|setting forth ther never been & Moment at which the Govern- Fight away, either Ti ho Te, have it 
entire WAE nse ment has not had the legal power (to intro- ple decide, fant election Let th oe 
hey i ‘war effort to T duce compulsion), but there was, up to that of conscription . . , A cg etal 
: pia och a disruptive, Top overs moment (of the plebiscite) a very strong te tig Gea be employed in eae I J 
feixteen eae ie moral obligation. Now may I say that, as settied by the eect, the question i3 
What welgbs a if Mr between legal obligation and moral obligatlon, loos ek An pt P Zalonity, 
is t do they get if I find tho two in conflict I shall, with te hss we, val law. 
God's help, maintain the moral obligation.” appealed to the si e Premier of Quebec 
‘And it was because this was so that “I had this provikes i ao to prove again that | 
my colleagues join me in proposing a plebis- order." That £ e bastion of law and 
cite which would free us from any moral | Senawed: tow, Ppeal might Properly be. 


obligation that had existed up to that coed 


A = aha 


A parti. 
apeech Sm po of Col, 
four and five, 


R 3 
found an ANE | 


st y former Defence 
mister Ralston the Parlia- 
mentary political situation 


seem ili 
aa much more stabilized 


There now 
appears to be no 
doubt that the Government 
will weather the storm with a 
comfortable" majority, per- 


aps in the neighborhood of 
$ Probably there will be ne 
defection now of | English 
speaking Liberals from outside 
of Quebec. There still will be 
defections of Liberal suppor- 
ters from Quebec. 

Had Col. Ralston come out in 
opposition to the Government it is 
improbable that many English 
speaking Liberals would have fol- 
lowed his lesd. But a few had 
been talking that way. One of 
them repeatedly pounded his desk 

lin approval of the ex-Minister, 
conveying definitely the ‘where 
thou goest I go” frame of mind. 
When, however, Col. Ralston de- 
clared for the Government for 
the reasons he gave, he appeared 
to give the lead to any reportedly 
wavering in their support. 
Not Playing Politics 
if the ex-Minister stands by the 
jnistration, however ra eA lec 
he is determined “no 
_ Set of the ball’—the urgent need 
Sf reinforcements. He intends to 
- hold the Government to & ‘strict 
| Zecounting.” In that respect mean- 
| while he won's “play politics’ © 
i about defeat of the 
ecipitate the 
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A NATION'S HEALTH 


IS 


A NATION’S WEALTH 


NO OBLIGATION REMAINS 
TE Quebec Government has taken the first 
official step in opposition to Ottawa's 
policy of sending draftees overseas. Its 
Order-in-Council, passed yesterday, refers to 
“the integral respect of the formal engage- 
-ments contracted and the sacred promises 
made to the people in regard to conscription, 
disguised or apparent, for overseas service.” 
It is just here that the reasoning of the 
document will not bear close examination, for 
the whole of Canada released the Govern- 
ment from the moral obligation assumed 
earlier not to introduce compulsion for over- 
seas service. Let us. say at once that the 
Quebec Government is pursulng a proper 
course in memorializing Ottawa on this sub- 
ject. It has 2 view to express and expresses 
it with dignity and restraint. That is the 
Jevėl upon which this controversy should be 
` kept, and it is to be hoped that tho people 
of the province will follow the example now 


given them, 
This belang gaid,\the merits of tho Order- 


Council may be examined critically. The 
textho Prime Minister 


words: “The Government 
the Province of Quebec 
Government respect and 
engagements and sacred 


sepa telegram 
concludes with the 
and the people of 
demand that your 


gulti) your solemn 
pledges agminat conscription foy. overseas 


wervice.” That is also the substance of the 
-{n-Council. 
g7 tha obligation not to introduce com- 
on did exist until April, 1942. Mr, King 
pat that obligation in his speech to the 
pe tho other day. He sald: "There has 
— a moment at which the Govern- 
t nas not had the legal power (to intro- 
a mpulsion), but there was, up to that 
eens the plebiscite) a very strong 
Now may I say that, as 
Uon and moral obligation, 

u hare conflict I shall, with 
pa an majotain the moral obligation,” 
cons E4 pecauso tbis was so that "I had 
angi om jolo me in proposing a plebis- 
g free us from any moral 
ad existed up to that time,” 
ae PRR Tm Ane 


never been 


moment (of 
mors obligation. 


Overwhelmingly, the country gave 
Government the release it sought On A 
27, 1942, the plebiscite vote 
2,926,856 Canadians voted 
730 voted “No.” 
more conclusive, 
determining the 
in a resounding 
large majority, 
ment of its mo 


uic 
pril 
was taken and 


the 
shared in common, ¥ are responsibilities 
The Order-in. 


Queb, © employe 
Settled by thePeoPle that the a Pleading 
and that qi Verdict of the cstion ts 


ean must Jo e majority, 
d submit to thie tants Accept tho 


w3 : 5 y 
ad | 
l Cause Widespread 


This was the answer a high 


reply to questions as to why there w 

> x A 5 yas not n 

NE i mass anti-conscription riots staged th the PX int 
night following a meeting called by the Bloc Populaire C $ 
dien in St. James Market Hall. ©—— puimre Sanne 


~ Two thousand youths took) 


part ina parade following the” 
meeting and smashed windows 


en the premises of some 251 


Ere a 


business ‘establishments in thej 
financial district. The disturb-| 
ances also resulted in injuries 


to two people. 
An official statement from the 


@epartment on the mass dis 
turbances here last night was lach | 


ing, but this high official said the 
[Sa 
with such eros i ee 
Boy, 15, Arrested j 
Meanwhile, a 15- year -od doy | 
was scheduled to appear in Juvenile 


| 


Court today to answer charges of |: 


Gameging property during the rict- | 


Tne official said the Tocal police | 
force was “outnumbered 12 to one”, 
when the anti-conscription rioters 
staged their destractive march 
through the downtown section of 
the city. “Never in the history of | 
the department hss the manpower! 
shortage menaced the enforcement 
of law to such an extent” he said. | 

Aware that trouble might result 


from last nights d&monstration, 
the de ent drew 125 police 
constables from various stations jn 


the city and put them on special 
duties, the official said. Ail leaves 
were cancelled to constables for 
the night. Police, he said, had been | 
watching for conscription trouble 
since the Ottawa Order-in-Council, 
making 16,000 draftees available 
ior overseas services, Was an- 
nounced last week. 
R.CILP. Silent 


Royal Canadian Mounted Police | 


officials hafi nothing to say on the 
situation, although it was under 
syood that/ they also were keeping 
an eye on the events. 

The 13-year-old boy who was 
schediled to appear in Juvenile 
Court today was the only person 
arrested during last nights dem- 
onstration. Police said he was ar- 
rested jn front of 700 St. Peter 
street #U the height of the disturb- 
ances. /The official charge against 

© him in kourt is that of property 
“Gamage 

A police constable received a 

broken arm while on duty in the 

m section last night, but 
ahere~were no other details avail- 
able, A Mumma Jh stghvby 
in an encounter with the paraders 
on St. Peter street. 


Windows of 25 Firms Smashed 


The windows of about 25 down- 

town firms were smashed by the 
paraders. The heaviest damage 
was caused to National Selective 
Service offices in the rance 
Exchange Building, where 14 win- 
dows in al] were shattered. 
The main damage centred in the 
business and financial district, with 
firms located on Notre Dame, St. 
James, St. Peter and Craig streets 
reporting heaviest losses. 

The rioters smashed windows In 
the St, Peter and St James street 
branch of the Bank of Montreal, 
the Montreal Trust Company and 
several other establishments after 
they had shattered the 10 bi~ plate 
glass windows in the! building 
Which houses Le Canada, French 
Janguage morning newspaper. 
'* “About 200 of the rioters demon- 
` strated before Le Canada’s offices. 

A march on the offices of The 
Star’ and later on those of the 
Gazette failed, as police reinforce- 
ments prevented the crowd from 
reaching either building. 
Laurendeau Speaks at Rally’ 
above the noise of 


thousand ns who 
ket hall 


cape of Rioters 


ti-Conscription Demonstrators 


Ti ra n o 
PROTECTIO 
Bee CE AKG po eee guaranteed the public for the dura: | a 
tion use of the manpower shortage in the | 


b Montreal Police Department. 


mea. 
; of Men “pole an 
= i LA large Ñ 
i torist did not slop but 
on with the door 
trom its hinges. 


and ripping the door of his 
The mo- 
but continued 
‘handing loosely 


Ugliness Breaks Out 


Ex-Minister Challenges Draft—_ 


Ames rut aint Ihe first aen 
| es h o firs n 
D | of re tWlessness Droke out, rhe Other Members Heard in Debate 
a 7 : Ts Attempted to turn west pare TI SO BST P 
mage Downtown | fato St. Jamen atreet, bul the Dy James Osallor 3 
| We er, Who by this time had been bce eiti Corttisiriline net ate 
abandoned by the uniformed gol-| o a responden Pirie a || 
Bers, shouted “Le Canndal” “Le OTTAWA, Dee. {—An impassioned plea to the people of th, 
rennet” and {ho mob raced up Province of Quebec to bo calm and walt in patlence was deiren 
NU turning west.) Within A {he House ot Commons tast, night by the Hon, P. J. A. Cardin, for h 


police official gave today in ` 
as 


——— 


= —— 


Applause was loud as Lauren 


@eau said that “the majority hav to 


tew 


heard on the 
plate glass 
followed by the crash Of gines, 


dows of the building crashed 
the rround 

The mob brokè at 
turned and ran, and In the 
eral melee, mahy wore knot od 


woni was pushed {nto the plate 


seconds pounding could be 


windows 


the three large pinto inss wine 


to 


the sound, 
oñs 


no of the crowd 


the ground, i 
BS 
Brust 


Minister of Pu 


n position to express 
hay been done 
address nimed nt his 


amendments we 
socla! Credit, group 
attomplts to intr 


blie Works and Liberal member for Richelieu-V 
cnim and patience the hour when we shall be 
as Canndians and ns electors our opinion of w 

today nnd may be done tomorray,” he said during wt 
French Canadian compatriots. wy 
ho debato on the vate of confidence motion, two p 

ro ruled out of order. One was Introduced we 
and the other by two Liberal members. Pa te 
oduce sub-amendments to the Government motion a 


upet us walt In 


During t 


no right other t haps â 

sütutional ri ee Oe ae Tat Window pf the Montreal looked for. 

might to enforce conser Lion". Somnpany on the northeast conor \ Ono of the highlights of yesterday's session was an 

Laurendeau added: “We odet Si the square, releasing the bur Hon, R. B. Hanson, acting Opposition leader, in the absence ad Wy 

pounce this dictatorship of the FY alarm and turning on the Graydon, who le Ill a ee 

majong as being as tyrannical Bats, ydon, Diin e - < TS 

as any Fascism.” Police Appenr Adverso Voto z 
Cardin finished hls 


Bloc Populaire supporters moved 
about the hall during. the & 


tributions, Other supporters, sto 

at the entrance to the Nall and 
sold coples of “Le Bloc,” 
Party's weekly newspaper. 

The Bloc leader said it was “sad” 
a the only Quebec member of 
the Federal Cabet to resign to 
date “was Irish.” (Hon, G G 
Power, Minister of National De- 
fence Yo> Air, resigned last week 
in protest against the order-in- 
council which made 16,000 N 

ALA. troops available for Me 


duties and later announ { 
“through with politics.” Saneas 
ae ouths Prepare for March } 
The meeting in the hall was still! 
going on when several Mnara] 
youths filed out of the hall with 
antui-conscription posters and ban- 
ners By the time they had assem- 
pled mehe open space around the | 
To. e crowd was estimated at 
Shouting “A bas la conscription” 

(down with conscription), the 

youths started marching in a circle 
i around the market building. 

The marchers were led by a tall 
youth believed to be in his early 
| 20's, eho were a long nesen- colored 
raincoat and soft hat. Wi 
identified. serene 
_ Many of the marchers became 
impatient at the delay at the hall 
| and began shouting. Within 10 
| minutes after the crowd had as- 
sembled ` outside the hall, the 
Amherst-Ontario intersection be- 
came a seething mass of jostling, 
yelling youths. 

As the strains of “O Canada” 
| came over the loudspeakers, the 
| marchers started off in a westerly 
J direction along Ontario _ street, 
: singing and shouting parodies. 

When the head of the parade 
reached St. Denis street, the last 
$row of marchers were at Amherst 
+ street. 


S' 


nar 


A à ` fomements, and 
Gresses ` i ctal con: : ane 
ses, taking up financial bedlam as the crowd raced across 


‘under of Montreal, ‘They. 
directly 
the |Service offices located In. the 


within seconds 
glass window thore was shattered. 


NB St. John street, but were headed 
o 

arrived at The Star 
St. James street, 
the crowd by this 


Tho police appeared with reln- 
ho square became 


ast the statue of, Malsonnouve 
hended 


elective 
In» 
urance Exchange Building. and 
every large plate 


for the National 


Some of the crowd tried to go 


olice which had 
building on 

Blocked here, 
time was show- 
ing an ugly disposition. The street 
level. window of Marler O., 
stockbrokers, 501 St, Peter street, 
was kicked in, and the mo 

ressed on westward, 

At ihe C.N.R, overpass on St. 
Antoine street the crowd was 
blocked by a squad of police rein- 
forcements, They turned on their | 
tracks and marched back via 
Craig, kicking over mail and re- 
fuse boxes. Bottles were being 
thrown, and sticks, bricks and 
other missles sailed through the 
air. 

St. Peter St. Damage Begins 

A few police officers tried to 
break up the mob, and they turned 
northward into St. Peter street, 
evidently in an effort to again 
reach The Star building. It was 
here the greatest damage was 
done. i 
With the shattering of the win- 
dow of the Bond Tailors at Crai 
and St. Peter streets, the crow 
broke into a run up the hill to St. 
James street. Practically all the 
late glass windows of stores on 

oth sides of St. Peter street were 
broken, and pedestrians were 
powled over in the rush. 

Two women, apparently return- 
ing from work were knocked 
down, and one was struck In the 
face by one of the rioters. An- 
other squad of pollce met the 
mob at the top of the hill, while 
four patrol loads of reinforce- 
ments walked up the hill from 


{t by a squad of 


cn As the parade turned south on 
t St. Denis street, dozens of passers- 
¢ by came to the curb and watched 
‘the marchers who turned their 
osters in all directions for the 
Benefit of all onlookers. 

There was applause from some 
T of the spectators on the sidewalks 
o as the youths proceeded south to 

St. Catherine street „and the par- 
aders urged their applauders to 
b join them. 

E The parade, made up. for the 

c most part of young civillans, also 
included a number of men Jn army 

uniforms. 

|v Soldier Forced Into March 

| Marching west_on Șt. Catherine 

i] street {rom St. Denis to St. Law- 

js! rence boulevard, the youths pulled 

' a soldier from 

' į street into the 


the side of the 
Å line of march, 
.* Both the soldier's arms were held 
\t 
{J 


iC 


p 


4 


A 
S 
d 


y 


culty breaking away írom the 


shouting mob. 

The mob then turned down St. 
Lawrence boulevard, and jt was 
here it was Joined by two sol- 
diers in uniform, one of whom 
took a placard and led the parade. 
Other soldiers stood on, the side- 
walk and waved them on with 
The 
o.n Craig street 
At the foot of Place d'Armes 

was narrowly 
travelling 


ed up the 
E manoeuvre to th 


street, cr 


pefore the shouting 
hill. The driver j|. 


ded on the slippery 
‘ashing into a telephone | 


Craig street. 

Caught between the two con- 
verging lines of police the gang 
dispersed into Fortification Jane. 
Police then cleared the streets 
and kept lolterers on the move, | 


while other officers were placed 
on guard at damaged premises. 
By midnight the tempest had 


After Mr. 
tour long address he told the Star 


that It was his Intention to vole 
the Government motion, 
Mr, Cardin at the outset of hls 


is not very often th 
Canadians hear 
Commons an 


voice defending t ion we 
are takin and expressing the 
similar to the 


views which are 
views that we entertain and using 
the same arguments, that we our- 
selves are using in defence of our 
own Ideas.” 

The former Minister deplored 
the number of amendments which 
had been submitted. The ‘object of 
them was purely and simply to 
pecloud the issue and prevent the 
common people from understand- 
ing What was really at stake be- 
fore Parliament. 

The Government had come bez 
fore the House 'asking for a vote 
of confidence. “We should vote 
on it and vote on it in the way it 
tas been drafted, and not be afraid 
to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’.” . 

Mr. Cardin asked: “What Is the 
policy of the Government? A 
policy of conscription for service 
overseas. That is the policy of the 
Government; and an hon. mem- 
Der standing ìn this House and 
voting for the motion made by 
the Prime Minister would vote for 
the policy of conscription because 
the policy of the Government Js & 

olicy of conscription as it has 

een stated by the Prime Minister 
himself and as it ls stated hy the 
Order-in-Council which is before 
the House at the present time,” 
There was no escape from that po- 
sition, 

Solo Issue 


There should be a frank facing 
of the issue. “It is sufficiently im- 
portant to reserve full considera- 
tion and a frank vote on the part 
of’ members representing the clec- 
tors of Canada,” Mr. Cardin de- 


clared. 
People had said Quebec had not 
been properly led, that the pro- ` 


vince was in such a state of mind 
because of the attitude of her lead- 
ers. For a certain time he had 
been one of the Jeaders. “I have 
nothing to retract—no excuses fo 
offer.” 

Sacer Pe ee ee 


died down and the main gang had 
disappeared up St. LANTE blvd, 


by the paraders and he had difi- 


marching crowd 


Pie fe 
Wounded 


Soldier M.P. 
Limit 
ey, 


ng near 
Com- 


W.E H 
wounde 


Sak 
not_ tru’ 


not proy 


ments, 
~Recuperating from a foot wound, 
xper- 


Maj. Harris spoke from his ¢ 
lence overseas, and sald be knew 
that at times reinforcement pools 
were depleted and soldiers calle 
Yor conscription, Always, however, 
a shipment came along from Can- 
ada and the pools were filled up. x 
He proposed to vote against a 
amendments, and dors we Govern- | 

ence. 

he would vote 
ition amendment 
the Government 
adequate rein- 
id not state 


Minister—were agreed on 
done he was salis- 


fence t 
what was being 


fled. 
In the Armored Co 
he served, there, was never an) 
n 
% is? se good battle the 
have no re- 


rps, in which 


~ 


TERRACE DRAFTEES 
SAID GOING ACTIVE 


| 


Soldier Says Many Former 
Demonstrators Joining Up; 
200 Still on ‘Strike’ 


i 1 
{ Terrece, B.C, November 30—0— | 
| Substantial numbers of Home De-! 
| fence troops at Terrace are volu 
| teering for active service, a soldier, 
[said in an interview here today. 

_“The boys are beginning to rea-) 
| lize just what they have been doins 
| in the last few days and it's worry- 
| ing them.” he said. “In my outfit! 
| alone, I guess close to 100 men have 
| “Bane active’ since Monday. | 

t is believed here that reading | 
|of army regulations concernim 
| mutiny has been responsible i 
| eosing of the once-grave anti-can-| 
scription situation among_ Home 
| Defence troops at this Northern | 
| British Columbia vilage | 

Brig. A. R. Roy, commanding oF) 
paa 2 brigade stationed here, | 
| brought the regulations to the at- 
jtention of the men Wednesday 
icint: 3 ife imprisonment 
pointing out a ues ene 

ence could be SV ern 
The atustion has improved vast 
ly but has not yet fully Er 44) 
comparativ smal n 


ely, S mber apel 
troops, about 200 in all, still refuse | 
to work. | 


Pearkes Back in Vancouver 


ri November 30.—0—! 
Say 6. a Pearkes. | general 
ie commanding, Pacific Com- | 
a returned here today eee 
isits e army ca 
visits 10 Geor a and Terrace, j| 
BC. the Command announced to- | 


ight. 
me Pearkes 


o 
a| 
Ii 


was in Terrace yes- 
tenday when a POP Earlatehe an 
an Enelish Pe northern British 
for another camp 
i ince after a 24-hou - 
age Pa when other Home De 
y troops picketed their 5 Ta 
euT was no jnterference W 

mar oops by any 


ent of the tr y 
ha Dovje stationed in that camp, 


otber sman said in a slate- 
army spokesman $ quiet, normal 
ap “The camp was guea being 


ment. - i ties 
administrative du des were car- 


a ara 
perform and per afternoon. 


“while the situation in EE 

been serious uring gst] 

bas oe it would now seem nat | 

i has A 

discipli e normal routine | 

op eee being carried out | 
ae incident.” 
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|Hanson Asks if ‘Tired Old Men’ 


A group of cabinet m 
{in for personal attention 
(Hon. R. B. Hansen P.C, 
| Sunbury) in the course of 
in the Commons today, 

“L wonder if the Prime 
‘ter thinks that 
Jold ured men he has ‘around 
represent all the brains iN 
country,” he said, “With the 
sidle exception of one of two, 
1 think are very able men — 
of the best men have gone 
fence Minister Ralston and 
| Minister Power) — I wonder 
thinks that any one of his 
leagues could not 
with overnight without A 


Ty 
Then Mr, Hanson turned to 
of the ministers individually 
these comments: 
Postmaster General Mulock 
wonder what would happen 
were to resign 


Do you think the clocks 


\ 


EFFORT HINTED 
TO CORNER KING 


‘down an order-in-council.” 


Senate Leader Says Draltees position side of the chamber that 


Dr. King name those who had taken 
such actions, 
ate leader said he was not suggest- 
ing it was any political party but 
the group was well known. 


| Induced Not to Volunteer 


nn 


Ottawa, November 30 —®—Dr, J. 
|H. King, government Senate leader, 
| said in the Upper Chamber today 
there had been an organized at- 
tempt to have men called up for 
home defence refrain from volun- 
teering for general service. 

The scheme was planned, he said, 
to force Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King to take action introducing 
compulsory overseas service. 

Dr. King said some of those called 
up for service had been “schooled | 
to resist voluntary enlistment in 
order to force the Prime Minister | 
to bring down an order-in-council.” 

Senator J, A. McDonald (L., Nova 
Scoti?) asked what evide ce there 
was such an occurrence. 

“Tt | well known,” Dr. King re- 
plied. Pr _ | 

“Only mtoe mmds. of ~Liber's1 
politicians,” interjected Senator R. 
B. Horner (P.C., Saskatchewan). 

Dr. King said he was not sug- 
gesting the Progressive Conserva- 
tive or any other political party 
was responsible for such 4 cam- 


palgn. 

Senator John T. Haig (L., Manl- 
toba) said Dr. King as a minister 
ot the Crown should launch action 
under the Defence of Caneda Regu- 
lations if he knew of such a cam- 
palgn. 

Dr. King was the first of four 

speakers who took part in the 
Senate discussion on reinforcements 
and conscription. The debate will 
be continued ‘tomorrow. 
Senator C. C, Ballantyne, Pro- 
gressive Conservative Senate lead- 
er took the position that the Pe 
ernment's action in making 16,000 
men available for compulsory over- 
seas service did not go far enough, 
Senator J, W. DeB. Farris (L, 
British Columbia) supported the 
government's action and called for 
a restoration of public confidence 
in the government. 
The only speaker to oppose the 
principle of conscription was Sir 
Thomas Chapais (P,C., Quebec), He 
said Canada’s war effort had reach- 
ed a peak and could not be ex- 
monet indefinitely. 

Dr, King expressed criticism of 
“a group of people” who had made 
unwarranted attacks on Prime Min- 
ister Mackenzie King, 

At the time the National Re- 
sources Mobilization Act had been 
1940 there had been no 
we 
ji prt 23 , 


Ottawa, November 30. — om — 
inisters came 
from 
York- 
a speech 


Minis- 
this group of 


it he 


be dispensed 
ripple 


in the national life of the coun- 


his seat tomorrow, 
WOLST 
stop or the mails cease to go. ' 


Of Cabinet All Brains in Canada 


ate Secretary MeLarly —,"Do 
a think Wera would be any na- 
Monal calamity If the Secretary of 
State Were, to go back to Windsor 
and resume hls law progtice? I do| 
not think anything would happen. | 
He would probably be happlor," 
Revenue Minister Gibson — “The 
ynember for Hamilton West holds, 
1 bolieve, rather strong views on 
this question of reinforcements. .. 
1 wonder Ift any National calas- 
trophe would tako pluce If he were 
to disappear from our midst, I do 
not ihiak it would be much of a 
loss, and I do, not say that with 
any disrespect’ 
cols Resources Minister Crerar—“He 
dalhas pretty nearly run his course 
in the political sphere anyway, 
and I think he would welcome rc- 
urement from the Prime Minister's 
Cabinet, provided of course hé was 
adequately looked after." 


him 
{his 
pos: 
who 

{wo 
Do- 
Aw 


some 
with 


Transport Minister Michaud— 
— J] "The Cabinet minister from New 
if he] Brunswick has elected to stay with 


the Government. I wonder if he 
ld | bas heard from the people back 


i S 
Z for military service under 
act had been “schooled to resist 
~untary enlistment in order to 
vree the Prime Minister to bring 


There were demands from the op- 


The government Sen- 


Senator Ballantyne objected to 
restricting the theatres in which 
N.R.MLA. could be required to serve 
in Europe while general service 
men were available for the Pacific 
or any other part of the world. The 
order should also apply to all N.R 
M.A, personnel. _ 

“Parliament will not be satisfied 
with this limited conscription,” he 
said, “It is quite possible the Prime 
Minister and the government will 
get a majority but even if they do 
the great parliament of Canada is 
the men and women of the country 
and I don't think they will be saus- 


Sir Thomas Chapais said sinister 
clouds had appeared on the horizon 
jin 1940 when the Mobilization Act 
was passed. These clouds continued 
to spread and as they spread Can- 
ada's war effort which was to have 
heen moderate grew out of propor- 
ion to the Dominion's responsibil- 
ity. 

The sinister clouds now were dis- 
appearing and the government was 
imposing conscription, He admired 
the words of Hon. C. G. Power, 
former Air Minister who resigned 
over the conscription issue, 


Maj. Power had said that con- 
scription might be necessary at 
| some periods of a country’s history. 
It might have been justified if D- 
Day—June 6—had been a catastro- 
phe rather than a smashing success. 

Mej. Power had said the govern- 
ment had no right to tear the coun- 
try asunder by Imposing conscrip- 
tion at this time. 

The reason being given for the 
Imposition of conscription was the 
need for reinforcements. This was 
the same reason Sir Robert Borden 
had given in imposing conscription 
In 1917. 

Canada had mobilized close to 
1,000,000 men and stil} there were 
cries for total war. Similar cries 
continued to be heard even after 
the country's industry bad`turned 
to making munitions of war, after 
Canada had bled herself white to' 
help the oppressed, after the budget 
was leaped from $600,000,000 to $5,- | 
000,000,000 annually, after taxes had | 
been raised to the limit and after | 
the debt had been increased to $15,- | 


000,000,000. | 


Conscription had caused division 
{n the country before and would 
cause even greater division now. 


| 


B.C. Draftee 


Situation 
Now Normal 


Home Defence Troops 
End Demonstrations 


By Canadian Press 
Tension in British Columbia 
army camps at which Home De- 
fence troops have demonstrated 
ogainst the Government's overseas 
conscription policy appeared eased 
today wlth the report from Pacific 
Command officials that the men 
were carrying out their regular 
duties and rainin, at Vernon, 
Prince George, Chilliwack, Nan- 
aio, ERER 
he Pacific Command re 
Jast night that a troop ates 
rying an English-speaking Home 
Defence regiment ETA Saskatch- 
ewan on a routine moye to an- 
other station In British Columbia 
had left the village of Terrace, 500 
miles north of Vancouver, with- 
out Incident. The Saskatchewan 
regiment earlier had been pre- 
vented from leaving Terrace by 
pickets of other units there. 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
told the House of Commons yester- 
day that the situation in British 
oe = aas being “care- 
uly watched and c 
ae ‘ompletely con- 
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Soldier Says Many Former! 
Demonstrators Joining Up; | 


200 Still on ‘Strike | 


— 


bey z. | 
*Grace, B.C, November 30g 
Subsanual numbers of Home De 
i tence troops at Terrace are yol 
teering for active service, a soldier 
Said in an interview here today. | 
one boys are beginning to rea- 
| 42€ Just what they haye been doins 
m Ge last few dzys end it's worrr- 
nz them.” he sud “In my outfit 
alone, I guess close to 100 men have 
| gane active’ since Monday.” 
| It is believed here that reading 
(of army regulations concernins| 
| mutiny has been responsible for 
| eaans of the once-grave anti-con-| 
scription situation among Home, 
Defenre troops <t this Northern! 
| British Columbia villege. . E 
Brig. A. R. Roy, commanding of- 
| ficer of a brizede Pauca BET] 
i regulations to 1 ‘= 
pemi he ihe men Wednesday 
pointing out a life imprisonment 
‘sentence could be given. ore 
The situation has improve M A 
ly but has not yet fully ae A 
aratively “small number of| 
=e about 200 in ell, still refuse; 
to work. | 
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Hanson Asks if 


1, 1944. 


‘Tired Old Men’ 


(Of Cabinet All Brains in Canada 


| Ottawa, November 30. — @ — 


State Secretary McLarty — "Do 


; any! nas 
[A group of cabinet ministers came Hew think thero would be any 


jin for personal attention from 
Hon. R. B. Hansen (P.C, York- 
jSumbucy) in the course of a speech 
in the Commons today 

“I wonder af the Mime Minis: 
ter inks that this group of 18 


(oid ured men he Nas around him| 1 


fepresent all the brains in (his 
sountry,” he said. “With the pos- 
|MMe exception of one or two, who 
Anh men — two 
of the dest men have gono (Do- 
tence Minister Ralston and Air 
| Minister Power) — 1 wonder it he 
[thinks that any one of his col- 
| leagues could” not de dispensed 
[math overnight without a ripple 
Jin the national life of the coun- 
A'T A 
| ‘Then Mr. Hanson turned to some 
jof the ministers individually with 
these comments: 
| Postmaster General Mulock — “I 
| Wonder what would happen if he 
| Were to aan his seat tomorrow. 
| Do you think the clocks would 
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gZ 
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ional calamity tf the Secretary of 
Slate Were. to go back to Windsor 


and peame his law practice? I do! 


not think anything would happen, 
Ho would probably be happler, 
Revenue Minister Gibson — “The 
member for Hamilton West holds, 
believe, rather strong views on 
this question of reinforcements... 
wonder it My national cata 
trophe would take place if he were 
to disappear from our midst, I do 
hot think it would be much of a 
loss, and I do not say that with 
any disrespect." 3 
sources Minister Crerar—"He 
has pretty nearly run his course 
in the litical sphere anyway, 
and I think he would welcome re- 
Urement from the Prime Minister's 
Cabinet, provided of course he was 
adequately looked after,” 
Transport Minister Michaud— 
“The Cabinet minister from New 
Brunswick has elected to stay with 
the Government. I wonder if he 
nas heard from the people back 


| Stop or the mails cease to go.” „| home." 


TO CORNER KING 


Senate Leader Says Draltees 
| Induced Not to Volunteer 


— 


Ottawa, November 30—@—Dr, J. 
|E King, government Senate leader, 
seid in the Upper Chamber today 
there had been an organized at- 
tempt to have men called up for 
home defence refrain from volun- 
|teering for general service, 
| e scheme wes planned, he said, 
to force Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King to take action introducing 
compulsory overseas service, 

Dr. King said some of those called 
up for service had been “schooled 
to resist voluntary enlistment in 
order to force the Prime Minister 
to bring down an order-in-council.” 

* Senator J. A. McDonald (L., Nova 
Scoti7) asked what evide ce there 
was such an occurrence, 

“It . well known,” Dr. King re- 
plied. 


politicians,” interjected Senator R. 

B. Horner (P.C. Saskatchewan). 

Dr. King said he was not sug- 
gesting the Progressive Conserva- 
tive or any other political party 
was responsible for such & cam- 
palgn, 

Senator John T. Haig (Lọ Mani- 
toba) said Dr. King as a minister 
of the Crown should launch action 
under the Defence of Canada Regu- 
lations if he knew of such a cam- 
palgn. 

Dr. King was the first of four 
speakers who took part in the 
Senate discussion on reinforcements 
ani conscription. The debate will 
be’ continued ‘tomorrow. 

Senator C. C. Ballantyne, Pro- 
gressive Conservative Senate lead- 
er took the position that the gov- 
ernment's action in making 16,000 
men available for compulsory over- 
seas service did not go far enough. 

ran J. W. DeB. Farris (L. 

British Columbia) supported the 
government's action and called for 
a restoration of public confidence 
in the government. 

The only speaker to oppose the 
principle of conscription was Sir 
Thomas Chapais (P,C., Quebec). He 
said Canada's war effort had reach- 
ed a peak and could not be ex- 
panded indefinitely. 4 

Dr. King expressed criticism of 
“a group of people” who had made 
unwarranted atta on Prime Min- 

ckenzie King. 
oyr Ma time the National Re- 
sources Mobilization Act had been 
passed in 1940 there had been no 
demand from any major party for 


all-out conscription. Some of those ai 


vree the Prime Minister to bring 
down an order-in-council.” 

There were demands from the op- 
Position side of the chamber that 
Dr. King name those who had taken 
such actions. The government Sen- 
ate leader said he was not suggest- 
ing it was any political party but 
the group was well known. 

Senator Ballantyne objected to 
restricting the theatres {in which 
N.R.MLA. could be required to serve 
in Europe while general service 
men were available for tne Pacific 
or any other part of the world. The 
order should also apply to all N.R 
M.A. personnel, _ 

“Parliament will not be satisfied 
with this limited Conscription,” he 
said, “It is quite possible the Prime 
Minister and the government will 
get a majority but even if they do 
the great parliament of Canada Is 
the men and women of the country 


and I don't think they will be saus- 
ed.” 


fied 


Sir Thomas Chapais said Sinister 


clouds had appeared on the horizon 


in 1940 when the Mobilization Act 
was passed. These clouds continued 
to spread and as they spread Can- 
adas war effort which wasto have 
. z x SEFA een moderate gre 
‘Only mthe mmds of Liberal’ tlon to the Dominion’s responsibil- 


ily. 


The sinister clouds now were dis- 
appearing and the government was 
imposing conscription, He admired 
the words of Hon. C. G. Power, 
former Air Minister who resigned 


over the conscription issue. 


Maj. Power kad said that con- 
scription might be necessary at 
| some periods of a cou 
It might have been justified ig D- 
Day—June 6—had been a catastro- 
phe rather than a smashing success, 

Muj. Power had said the govern- 
ment had no right to tear the coun- 
try asunder by imposing conscrip- 


tion at this time. 


The reason belng given for the 
imposition of Conscription was the 
need for reinforcements. This was 
the same reason Sir Robert Borden 
had given in imposing conscription 


in 1917, 


Canada had mobilized close to 
1,000,000 men and still there were 
erles for total war. Similar cries 
continued to be heard even after 
the country's Industry had turned 
to making munitions of War, after 
herself white to 
help the oppressed. after the budget 
was leaped from $60,000,000 to $- | 
| 000,000,000 annually, after taxes had | 
mit and after | 
the debt pad been increased to $15,- | 


Canada had bled 


been raised to the L 
000.000,00. 


Conscription had caused division | 
in the country before and would, 
cause even greater division now. 
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Situation 
Now Normal 


Home Defence Troops 
End Demonstrations 


By Canadian Press y 
Tension 1n British Columbia 
army camps at which HOME ed 
fence troops. have demons aid 
ogalnst the Government's Crem 
| iainy wha the report trom Pacifie 
(i w e 
| EN officials that the men 
were carrying out thelr regu 
duties and training at Vernon, 
Prince Gaor nen ee Nan 
and Courtenay, 
athe Pacific Command reported 
last night thot a troop train car- 
/rylng an English-speaking Eons 
Defence regiment from Saskatch- 
ewan on a routine move to an- 
olher station in British Columbia 
had left the village of Terrace, 500 
miles north of Vancouver, with- 
out jncident. The Saskatchewan 
regiment earller had been gre 
vented from leaving Terrace by 
pickets of other units there. 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
told the House of Commons yester- 
day that the situation in British 
Columbia camps was being “care- 
fully watched and completely con- 
trolled.” 
, Investigations Continu. 
Meantime military inves gators 
Were continuing at point’ where 
Home Defence troops » i held 
anti-conscription demonst_tions. 
In an interview at Ottawa De- 
fence Minister McNaughton said 
the disturbances were due to a 
comparatively small minority who 
Were stirring up other members of 
the Home Defence un 


from other Home Defence units 


Prevented troops fro 
the train. Edie sec 


eanwhile, the Pacific Com- 
mand here still did not confirm a 


command in the emergency. 
Quebec Unit Takes Part 


Members of a Quebec and “a 
Maritime regiment recruited from 


jall parts of Canada took part in 


the demonstrations to prevent the 

k Saskatchewan 
regiment for its new station. 

After the pickets had disbanded, 
members of the Saskatchewan 
regiment left the camp in small 
groups and walked to the train in 
an orderly fashion., Wives of a 
few of the men were at the sta- 
tion to see them off. 

Other Home Defence men at the 
Station, including the former 
Packets, remained at camp while 

e train was loading. 

Grievances of the Home Defence 
troops at Terrace were listed and 
Sent to Canadian Army head- 
quarters at Ottawa and It was 
believed no further action would 
be faken by the men until replies 
Were Tecelved. 

“ French-Canadjans at the camp 
ad announced they would con- 
Unue their strike, doing only 


been re & 
Ear days, but all was a, 


Dwar ermine -æ =». 


